Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


^J'2  3^.3ir 


Slartnrli  College  librara 


BRIGHT    LECJAOY. 


^  ■•  "1* 


>" 


yC^*'  , 


.'■  ( 


'■■"^ 


:  y 


/ 


/ 


<^A. 


r 


/■ 


7 


c 


r 


•■'■" 


-    <^ 


■-•■  % 


••-.■. 


^/. .  «  ,^ 


/ 


y\^^' 


.'    K. 


< 


/ 


/■■ 


X  ■' 


'(^.■4.- 


.■r 


// 


7 


Cy 


^'. . . ,  - 


^   f 


J 


.> 


o 

THE 


AMERICAN'S  OWN   BOOK; 


Oft  THE 


CONSTITUTIONS 


OF  THE   SEVERAL 

STATES  IN  THE  UNION; 

■MBKACINO  THE   DKCLABATION   OF   INDBPBITDKNCR,  CUN8TITDT10N   OF  THE   UNITBD 
fTATBfl,   AND  THE  CONSTITUTION   OP   EACH   STATE,    WITH  THE   AMEND- 
MENTS, AND  MUCH   OTHER  MATTER   OF  GENERAL   INTEREST; 

FROM    AUTHENTIC    DOCUrAI  r.NT.S. 

Sfmtelltffteti  Mt»  tte  Jbeals  of  m  tiflKerent  Jbtcttt. 


BYVJ.  R.  BIGBIiOW. 


Second  Edition. 

£NEW  YORK: 
PUBLISHED  BY  J.  R.  BIGELOW. 

*8(areatFped  bf  C.  Diviiinn  it  Company.  Ka  33  Gold-fUect.  N.  Y. 

1848. 


l^-u^" 


^^^A/^£\J 


Entered,  at:cord<ng  (o  act  of  Congren,  in  tbc  jew  1M7, 

BY  JOHN  R.  BIQELOW, 

In  the  Clerk's  Office  of  Ihe  Districc  Court  of  the  Boolhcni 

Dialtictof  NewYoric. 


CONTENTS 


ti 
II 


Dbci.ahation  or  Indbpekdence,       .------5 

CONITITUTION   OP  THE    QnITKD  StaTBS,      -..---  9 

COSSTITUTION    OP   MaINE,  -  .-------» 

"  "        New  Hampshire, 47 

"  Vermont, -© 

"        Massachusetta, -84 

"        Rhode  Island, 114 

"  CoNNECnCLT,          ...-.--     199 

««  ♦'        New  York, 142 

««  "        New  Jersey, 167 

««  "        Pennsylvania, --184 

"  «•        Delaware, 199 

"           "  Maryland,    -----.--    )ttO 

**  "        Virginia, -    943 

M  "        North  Carolina, 966 

«           «*  South  Carolina          •       -       -       -       -    '  -    966 

w           "  Qkoroia,       -.-...--    978 

"  "        Florida, 992 

««  «»        Alabama, 307 

w  "        Mississippi, ---    395 

w  »*        Louisiana, 341 

«  "       TnnrEssBE, 358 

"  "        Kentucky, 375 

"  "        Ohio,  391 

"  "        Indiana, 404 

««  "        Illinois, 492 

««  **       Michigan, 435 

"           «*  Missouri,      -----'*-.    447 

"  "        Arkansas, 468 

»  "        Texas, 481 

•     "  "        Iowa,  496 

Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Western,  and  Oregon  Tbrritoribs,  -       -    506 
Appcndiz,  (Old  Constitution  op  the  State  op  New  York,)      -    507 


.  f 


'%• , 


I 

I 


AMERICANS  OWN  BOOK. 


DECURATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

When,  in  the  oonrae  of  hnman  events,  it  becomes  necessary  for 
e  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected 
tliem  with  another,  and  to  assmne,  among  the  powers  of  the  eartiL 
fhB  separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  m 
nature's  Gi>d  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  maa- 
kind  requires  that  the  j  should  declare  the  causes  wMch  impel  them 
to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident :  that  all  men  are  created 
equal ;  that  thej  arc  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalien* 
able  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  libertjT,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted 
among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  govr 
emed ;  and  that,  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  de- 
atme^e  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abol- 
ish it,  and  to  institute  new  government,  laying  its  foundations  on 
such  principles,  and  organiiing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Pm- 
dinee,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  governments,  long  estaoushed,  should 
not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes ;  and,  accordingly,  all 
ezpffience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suner, 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  tiiemselves  by  abolishing 
the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But,  when  a  long  train 
of  abases  and  usurpations,  pursuing  invariablv  the  same  object, 
evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their 
right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide 
new  guards  for  their  future  security.  Such  has  been  the  patient 
sufferance  of  the  colonies,  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  con- 
strains them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  government  The 
hislorf  of  the  present  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated 
injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having,  in  direct  object,  tiie  establish* 
ment  of  an.  absolute  tyrannv  over  tiiese  states.  To  prove  this,  let 
fiMts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world : 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  tke  most  wholesome  and  neoet^ 
for  the  pubUo  good.  ^ 


8  DBCLAJtATION  OP  «INDEPEIfDEMCB. 

.    ■  ^ 

nith  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providenoe,  we 
mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our  livee,  our  fortunes,  and  our  ad- 
ored honor.  - 

The  fbrefloiiig  declaration  was,  by  order  of  Oongress,  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  following  members : 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 


New  ffampMrc 
JosiAH  Ba&tlbtt, 
William'Whxftlb, 
Mattbbw  Thornton. 

MmsachiueUs  Bay, 
Samuel  Adamb, 
John  Adahs, 
Robert  Trbat  Painb, 
Slbridoe  Oerrt. 

Rhodeldand. 
Stephen  Hofeins, 
WiLUAV  Ellbrt. 

CannecUciU. 
BooER  Sherman, 
Samuel  Hvntinqton, 
William  Williams, 
Oliver  Wolcott. 

JSao  York. 
William  Floyd, 
Philip  Livinoston, 
Francis  Lewis, 
Lewis  Morris. 

New^ Jersey. 

RiCHARB  StOOKTON, 

John  WrrHERSPooN, 
Francis  Hopkinson, 
John  Hart, 
Abraham  Clark. 

Femuylvama. 
BoBSBT  Morris, 
Benjamin  Rush, 
Benjamin  Frankloi^ 
John  Morton^ 
Qboroe  Cltmsr, 
JiWi^SkiTH, 


Georoe  Taylor, 
James  Wilson, 
George  Ros& 

Dela/ware. 
CfSAR  Rodney, 
George  Read, 
Thomas  M'SIean. 

Marfland. 
Samuel  Chase, 
William  Paca, 
Thomas  Stone, 
Charles  Carroll,  of 
CarroUton. 

Virginia, 
George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferson, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 
Thomas  Nelson,  Jr. 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, 
Carter  Braxton. 

North  Ca/rcUna, 
William  HoopeA, 
JofffiPH  Hewbs, 
John  Penn. 

South  Carolina. 
Edward  Butledge, 
Thomas  Heyward,  Jr. 
Thomas  Lynch,  Jr. 
Arthur  Middleton. 

(Georgia. 
Button  Gwinnett, 
Lyman  Hall, 
George  Wax/tok. 
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IT  AKTlChMB  or  CONrEDBBATlOV. 

■o  imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay  till  the  Uniied  Statei 
in  congreM  aasembled  can  be  consulted;  Qor  shall  303 
state  grant  commissions  to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  o: 
tetters  of  marque  or  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaratioi 
of  war  by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  anc 
then  only  against  the  kingdom  or  state,  and  the  subjecti 
thereof,  against  which  war  has  been  so  declared,  and  un 
der  snch  regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the  Unitet 
States  in  congress  assembled,  unless  such  state  be  infest^i 
by  pirates,  in  which  case  Vessels  of  war  may  be  fitted  ou 
for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  danger  shal 
continue,  or  until  the  United  States  in  congress  assemble* 
shall  determine  otherwise. 

Abt.  7.  When  land  forces  are  raised  by  any  state  fb 
the  common  defence,  all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  o 
colonel,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  legislature  of  each  stat 
respectively,  by  whom  such  forces  shall  be  raised,  or  1 
sucti  manner  as  such  state  shall  direct;  and  all  vacaacie 
shall  be  filled  up  by  the  state  which  first  made  the  ap 
pointinent. 

AftT.  8.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  tha 
■hall  be  incurred  lor  the  common  defence  or  general  wel 
fare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  congress  a£ 
sembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasury 
which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  states  in  pmportio 
lo  the  Value  of  all  land  within  eaoli  stale  granted  to  or  sui 
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aiid  duties  on  foreigners  as  their  own  people  are  subjected 
to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any 
species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever:  of  establisl^- 
ing  rules  tor  deciding  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land 
ojc  water  shall  be  legal,  and  in  what  mannerprizes  taken 
by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  divided  or  appr(^riated :  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  in  times  of  peace:  appointing  courts 
for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high 
seas,  and  establishing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining 
finally  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures ;  provided,  that  no 
member  of  congress  shall  be  appointed  a  judge  of  any  of 
the  said  courts. 

The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  be 
the  last  resort  on  appeal  in  aU  disputes  and  differences  now 
subsisting,  or  that  hereafter  may  arise  between  two  or 
more   states  concerning  boundary,  jurisdiction,   or  any 
other  cause  whatever ;  which  authority  shall  always  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  manner  following :  whenever  the  legislative 
or  executive  authority  or  lawful  agent  of  any  state  in  con- 
troversy with  another  shall  present  a  petition  to  congress, 
stating  the  matter  in  question,  and  praying  for  a  hearing, 
notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  order  of  congress  to  th^ 
legislative  or  executive  authority  of  the  other  state  in  con- 
troversy, and  a  day  assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the 
parties,  by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall  then  be  directed 
to  s^point  by  joint  consent  commissioners  or  judges  to  con- 
stitute a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  matter  in 
Suestion ;  but  if  they  cannot  agi:ee,  congress  shall  name 
iree  persons  out  of  each  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  list  of  such  persons  each  party  shall  alternately  strike 
out  one,  the  petitioneni  beginning,  until  the  number  shall 
be  reduced  to  thirteen  ;  and  from  that  number  not  less  than 
seven  nor  more  than  nine  namest  as  congress  shall  direct, 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  congress,  be  drawn  out  by  lot ; 
and  the  persons  whose  names  shall  be  so  drawn,  or  any 
five  of  them,  shall  be  commissioners  or  judges,  to  bear  and 
finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always  as  a  major 
part  of  the  judges,  who  shall  hear  the  cause,  shall  agree 
m  the  determination ;  and  if  either  party  shall  neglect  to 
attend  at  the  day  appointed,  without  showing  reasons 
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vbicb  congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  or  being  present  shall 
refuse  to  strike,  the  congress  shall  proceed  to  nominate 
three  persons  out  of  each  state,  and  the  secretary  of  con- 
gress shall  strike  in  behalf  of  such  party  absent  or  refusing ; 
and  ihe  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed 
in  the  manner  before  prescribed,  shall  be  final  and  cc»i- 
clusive;  and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to  submit  to 
die  author!^  of  such  court,  or  to  appear,  or  defend  their 
clum  or  cause,  the  court  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to 
pronounce  sentence  or  judgment,  which  shall  in  like  man- 
ner be  final  and  decisive,  the  judgment  or  sentence,  and 
other  proceedings,  being  in  either  case  transmitted  to  con- 
gress, and  lodged  among  the  acts  of  congress  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  parties  concerned  :  provided,  that  every  com- 
missioner, before  he  sits  in  judgment,  shall  take  an  oath, 
to  be  administered  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  or 
superior  court  of  the  stale,  where  the  cause  shall  oe  tried, 
"well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  ques- 
tion, according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  without  favor, 
affection,  or  hope  of  reward : "  provided  also,  that  no  state 
shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil, 
claimed  under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  states,  vhose 
jurisdiction  as  they  may  respect  such  lands  and  the  statet! 
which  passed  such  granta  are  adjusted,  the  said  granta  or 
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violated :  establishing  and  regulating  post-offices  from  one 
state  to  another,  throughout  ui  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
acting such  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the 
same  as  may  be  requisite  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
said  office :  appointing  all  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  excepting  regimental  officers: 
appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  and  com- 
missioning all  officers  whatever  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States:  making  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation 
of  the  said  land  and  naval  forces,  and  directing  their  ope- 
rations. 

The  Uoited  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  have 
authority  to  appoint  a  committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  of 
congress,  to  be  denominated  *^  a  committee  of  the  states ;" 
and  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  each  state,  and  to  ap- 
point such  other  conunittees  and  civil  officers  as  may  be 
necessary  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the  United 
States,  under  their  direction :  to  appoint  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  preside,  provided  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  serve 
in  the  office  of  president  more  than  one  year  in  any  term 
of  three  ^ears  :  to  ascertain  the  necessary  sums  of  money 
to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
^propnate  and  apply  the  same  for  defraying  the  public 
expenses :  to  borrow  money  or  emit  bills  on  tne  credit  of 
the  United  StateSf  transmitting  every  half  year  to  the  re- 
spective states  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  so  bor- 
rowed or  emitted :  to  build  and  equip  a  navy:  to  a^ree 
upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions 
from  each  state  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  white  inhabitants  in  each  state  ;  which  requisition  shall 
bo  binding,  and  thereupon  the  legislature  of  each  state 
shall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raise  the  meuj  and 
clothe,  arm,  and  equip  them  in  a  soldier-like  manner,  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  officers  and  men 
so  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  shall  march  to  theplace 
appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled  :  but  if  the  United  States  in 
congress  assembled,  shall,  on  consideration  of  circum- 
stances, judge  proper  that  any  state  should  not  raise  men,  or 
should  raise  a  smaller  number  than  its  quota,  and  that  any 
other  state  should  raise  a  greater  number  of  men  than  tlie 
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qnota  tbereoT,  auch  extra  number  shall  be  raised,  officered, 
cbthedt  anned,  and  equipped,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 

auota  of  such  state,  unless  the  legislature  of  such  state 
iali  judge  that  such  extra  number  cannot  safely  be  spared 
oat  of  the  same ;  in  which  case  they  shall  raise,  omcer, 
clothe,  arm,  and  equip,  as  many  of  such  extra  number  a« 
they  judse  can  safely  be  spared.  And  the  officers  aod 
men  so  clothed,  armed,  and  equipped,  shall  inarch  to  tbe 
place  appointed,  and  within  uie  time  agreed  on  by  the 
iJnited  States  in  congress  assembled. 

The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  shall  never 
engage  in  a  war,  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
in  time  of  peace,  nor  enter  into  any  treaties  or  alliances, 
nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate  the  Tiuue  thereof,  nor  aacer^ 
tain  die  sums  and  expenses  necessary  for  the  defence  and 
'Wel&re  of  the  Unitea  States  or  any  cdthem,  nor  emit  bills, 
nor  borrow  money  on  tbe  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor 
apfMopriats  money,  nor  agree  upon  the  number  of  vessels 
of  war  to  be  built  or  purchased,  or  the  number  of  land  or 
sea  forces  to  be  taised,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Rrmy  or  navy,  unless  nine  states  assent  to  the  same ; 
nor  shall  a  question  on  any  other  point,  except  for  adjourn- 
isg  fnxn  day  to  day,  be  determined,  unless  by  the  votea 
of  a  majori^  of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled. 
The  congress  of  the  United  States  sbaU  have  power  to 
adjourn  to  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  any  place 


An'nohBn  of  oovPVDit^ATioirf  ix 

in  congress  assembled,  by  the  consent  of  nine  states^  sballi 
from  time  to  time,  think  expedient  to  vest  them  with ;  pro- 
vided that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  said  committee, 
for  the  exercise  of  which,  by  the  articles  of  confederation, 
the  v<Mce  of  nine  states  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
assembled  is  requisite. 

Abt.  11.  Canada,  exceeding  to  this  confederation,  and 
joining  in  the  measures  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into,  and  entitled  to,  all  the  advantages  of  this  union : 
but  no  other  colony  shall  be  admitted  into  the  same  unless 
such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nine  states. 

Aex.  13.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  moneys  borrowed, 
debts  contracted,  by  or  under  the  authority  of  congress,  be- 
fore the  assembling  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the 
present  confederation,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  as 
a  charge  against  the  United  States,  for  payment  and  satis- 
faction  whereof  the  said  United  States  ^nd  die  public  faith 
are  hereby  solemnly  pledged* 

Art.  13.  Every  state  ^aU  abide  by  the  determinatioa 
of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  on  aU  ques- 
tions which,  by  this  confederation,  are  subnutted  to  them. 
And  the  articles  of  this  confederation  shall  be  invicdajbly 
ob^rved  by  every  state,  and  the  union  shall  be  perpetai^; 
nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made  in 
any  of  them,  unless  such  ak^adcm  be  agi^ed  to  in  a  con- 
gress 5f  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  coiifinned 
by  the  legislature  of  every  state. 

And  whereas  it  has  phased  the  Great  Governor  of  the 
world  to  incline  the  hearts  of  the  legislatures  we  respoe* 
tively  represent  in  congress,  to  appsDve  qf  and  to  authorize 
us  to  ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetii^ 
union :  Know  ye,  That  we,  the  undersigned  aeleg|a«08| 
by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  for  that 
purpose,  do,  by  tnese  presents,  in  th^  name  and  in  behalf 
of  our  respective  constituents,  fully  and  entirely  ralf fy  and 
confirm  each  and  every  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and 
things  therein  contained ;  and  we  do  rarther  solemnly  plight 
and  engage  the  faith  of  our  respective  constituents,  that  they 
shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the  United  Sfiaites  m 
congress  assembled,  on  all  questions  which,  by  the  sfad  eofie^ 
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federation,  are  submitted  to  them ;  and  thai  the  articles 
thereof  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  the  states  we  re- 
spectively represent;  and  that  the  union  shall  be  per- 
petual. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  in 
congress.  Done  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, ibe  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  in 
the  third  year  of  the  independence  of  America. 

On  the  part  out  Itkalfof  the  itole  0/  New  HampOiin. 
jNiKh  Bartlel,  John  WeDtwoitihjau.,  Anpul6,  1778. 

On  the  port  and  hdudfnfVu  staU  of  MattaehMtttM  Bay. 
John  HiDcock,  Francb  Dkut, 

Stinnal  Adaini,  Jamei  Lot«II, 

Bbridge  GMtj,  SaniDel  Holten. 


On  At  part  and  bthalfo/the  ttate  ofCommtiaU. 
Bogvt  Bbennui,  Titni  Honiwr, 

8«nad  HnnluigUo,  Andrew  Aduni. 

Ofiver  Woloou, 

On  the  part  and  hdiaifoj  the  tIaU  ofNtw-Yvrk. 
Jw.  Dauw,  Wm.  Dner, 

Tn.  Lewb,  Gout.  Homi. 
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On  iht  part  and  bdudf  of  the  ataU  of  North-CaroUna. 

Joha  Penn,  Jolj  21,  1778,  Jno.  Williams. 

Corns.  Hornettf 

On  tke  part  and  behalf  of  the  state  of  South-CaroUna. 
Henrj  Lanrent,  Richard  natson, 

William  Henzy  Drayton,  Thos.  lleywoodjun. 

Jno.  Mathews, 

Oft  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  state  of  Georgia, 

Jdo.  Walton,  24th  July,  1778.  Edwd.  Langworthy. 

Edwd.  Telfair. 

[NoTK— Fiom  the  cfacomstaDce  of  delegates  finom  the  same  state  haring  signed 
the  articles  of  confederation  at  diflhrent  times,  as  appears  hy  the  dates,  it  is  prooaUe 
they  siBxed  their  names  as  they  happened  to  be  present  in  congress,  after  they  had 
been  aothoriaed  by  their  oonstitaent*.] 

glie  aboTO  artides  of  oonfederation  oootinned  in  lloroe  ontU  the  4th  day  of  Harah, 
,  when  the  coasthntion  of  the  United  States  took  eflbot] 


c 
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We,  the  people  of  tbe  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  mora 
perfect  union,  esteblish  jnj^oe,  inrare  domestie  tranqnilli^,  provide 
for  the  oommon  defenie,  promote  the  nnsral  wel&re,  and  seeore 
the  Ueaeinga  of  liberty  to  onrselTM  ana  our  poflteritv,  do  ordun 
sad  eatabluh  this  Conatitution  for  the  United  states  of  America. 

ABTIOLK  L 


1.  All  IwialaliTe  powers  herein  muted,  shall  be  Tented  in  a 
Congress  a  the  United  States,  whioh  shall  conrist  of  a  Senate  and 
Sflose  of  HepiaawtativM. 


I.  Tlif  IIounc  of  KcprcscntativcK  shall  be  uompoaed  of  members 
cIioscD  every  Rccund  year  by  tbc  pcnple  of  the  acvernl  states  ;  and 
the  clectora  in  each  state  sfiall  have  the  quKlifications  requisite  for 
electurfl  of  the  must  uumerous  branch  of  the  state  legislature. 

'2.  No  peraoii  kIiuII  Ik^  a  rcprt'scutatire  who  nhall  not  hare  attain- 
ed to  the  age  of  twonty-fire  years,  aud  bccu  seven  years  m.  citiEcn  of 
the  United  States,  ana  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  that  Ktate  in  which  ho  shall  be  chosen, 

3.  llcprcrientatives  and  direct  taxes  Hhall  be  apportionod  among 
the  several  states  which  luny  be  included  within  this  anion,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  bo  determined  by  add- 
ing to  the  whole  number  of  free  pentons,  including  those  bouud  to 
service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  persons.  The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  juadc 
within  three  yeant  after  the  first  meeting  of  tho  CongreHs  of  the 
United  States,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in 
sueh  manner  ax  they  shall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of  represen- 
tatives shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand,  but  each 
state  shall  have  at  least  one  representative ;  and  until  such  cnume- 
mtion  Hhnll  lie  made,  the  state  of  Nne  Hamytkire  shall  be  eutitlcd 
to  chooHo  three:  MaxsachuKiti  eight;  llkoik  hhnd  «aA  PTorUlrrice 
PliiHtalioHt  one ;  Connecticut  five ;  Ntie  York  six ;  New  Jeraey  four  ■ 
Peatuyhanin  right ;  Detattare  one ;  Maryland  six ;  Virginia  ten  ' 
North  Carolina  five ;  South  Caroiiiia  five ;  and  Grorgia  three.  ' 

4.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  reprcsentatioa  fr«m  any  state 
the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  eleotion  to  fill  up 


of  Representatives  shall  ohoose  their  speaker  and 
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States,  and  who  shall  not.  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that 
Mate  for  which  be  shall  be  chosen. 

4.  The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President 
f»f  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  they  be  ci|ually  divided. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a  presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  he 
shall  exercise  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation. 
When  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the  chief  justice 
shall  preside :  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

7.  Judgment  in  case  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further 
than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualificration  to  hold  and  enjoy 
any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  proOt.  under  the  United  States ;  but 
the  party  convicted  shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  and  subject  to  in 
dictment.  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

SKCTTOM    IV. 

1.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  sena 
t^irs  and  representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  state  by  the 
legislature  thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  make 
or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  pkce  of  choosing  senators. 

2.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 
stich  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless  they 
shall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION    V. 

1.  p]ach  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members ;  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  con- 
Htitute  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  ab.sent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties 
as  each  House  may  provide. 

2.  Each  House  may  determine  the  rule  of  its  proceedings,  punish 
its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds,  expel  a  member. 

3.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from 
time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
jnd^cnt  require  secrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  meml>crs 
of  either  House,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of 
those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

4.  Neither  H^mse  during  the  session  of  Congress  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  otlicr,  adjourn  for  more  than  throe  days,  nor  to 
any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 


CONSTITUTION  OF 


■FXTION  VI. 

1.  The  Bcnators  and  reprcseutstivcti  shall  rcccivu  a  couiponsatioi 
for  their  Borni-ee.  to  be  nacertaincd  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  trenf 
ury  of  the  United  States.  Thej  shall  in  aU  cases,  except  trcasor 
felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  duriiij 
their  attcndunce  at  the  scsiiion  of  tlieir  respcetirc  Hiiuttes.  and  i: 
f^iiigto  or  returning  from  the  Haniu  ;  and  for  any  apeeoh  or  debat 
in  cither  HtnLse,  they  kUoII  not  be  qucalioncd  in  any  otlier  placo. 

2.  No  Bcnutor  or  representative  shall,  dnring  the  time  for  irhicl 
he  wae  elected,  be  nppointed  to  any  eivil  office  under  the  authorit 
of  the  United  Htutcs,  wliich  shall  have  been  uroated,  or  the  emoli: 
monts  wbcrcof  Eihallhnvc  been  iucrcaHcd,  during  such  time  ;  and  n 
penion  holding  any  uffice  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a  men 
ber  of  cither  Ilouse  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION  vn, 

I.  All  bills  for  rai.sing  revenue  fbiiU  originate  in  the  Houpo  < 
KcprescntativcH  :  but  the  Senate  may  propo^ic  or  concur  witli  amciii 
mcTits,  an  on  other  bills. 

•i.  Every  bill  which  phall  have  paMcd  tlic  IIouhc  of  Represent 
tivcM  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  preucntcd 
the  PrcHidcnt  of  the  Uuitcd  Stiilcx ;  if  be  approve,  ho  shall  sigu  r 
but  if  not.  he  shall  return  it,  with  liia  objections,  to  that  House  : 
whieh  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objeetlou  ut  lari 
on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  rcvonitider  it.  If,  after  »ucli  roco 
xideratiiin,  two-thirds  of  tbut  Ilouw:  sliall  uftrcc  to  pass  the  bill 
slmll  lie  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  Houae. '] 
whieh  it  Hhall  likcwii>u  bo  nK-onsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-tbir< 
of  that  Ilouse.  it  shall  become  a  law.     But  in  all  such  casen   tl 
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States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that 
Htatc  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

4.  The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President 
of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a  presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  he 
shall  exercise  the  office  of  President  of  tlie  United  States. 

H.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation. 
When  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the  chief  justice 
shall  preside ;  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

7.  Judgment  in  case  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further 
than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy 
any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States ;  but 
the  party  convicted  shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  and  subject  to  in 
dietment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

SECTION    IV. 

1.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  sena 
t<irs  and  representatives,  shall  bo  prescribed  in  each  state  by  the 
legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  make 
or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  place  of  choosing  senators. 

2.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 
such  meeting  snail  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless  they 
shall  b}'  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION   V. 

1.  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members ;  and  a  majority  of  eacli  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  numlntr  may  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties 
as  each  House  may  provide. 

2.  Each  House  may  determine  the  rule  of  its  proceedings,  punish 
it«  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds,  expel  a  member. 

3.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from 
time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
jud^ent  require  secrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members 
of  cither  House.  (»n  any  (|ucstion,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of 
those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

4.  Neither  House  during  tlie  session  of  Congress  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to 
any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 
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SECTION    VI. 

1 .  The  sonators  and  represcut4itiycs  shall  receive  a  coniponsatiou 
for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States.  They  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during 
their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in 
going  to  or  returning  from  the  same  ;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate 
in  eitlier  House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

2.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  was  elected,  he  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  Htutcs,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emolu- 
ments whereof  shall  have  been  increased,  during  sucli  time  ;  and  no 
person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  either  House  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION    VII. 

1.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  ;  but  the  Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amend- 
ments, as  on  otlier  bills. 

•2.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  ll«)u.se  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  bcc(»me  a  law.  be  ]iresented  t'» 
the  President  of  the  United  States ;  if  he  aj)prove,  he  shall  sign  it : 
but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  House  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objection  at  largi' 
on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  recon- 
sideration, two-thirds  of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it 
shall  l>e  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  House.  b\ 
which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  tw^o-thirds 
of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  law.  Rut  in  all  such  cases  the 
votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  navs.  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  tiie  bill  shall  be  enterevl. 
on  the  jcmrnal  of  each  House  respectiveh\  If  any  bill  shall  not  Ix- 
returned  by  the  President  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after 
it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  adjourn- 
ment prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

3.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote  to  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary,  (except 
a  (question  of  adjcmrnmont.)  shall  be  presented  to  the  l*resident  of 
tht;  United  States  ;  and  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  bt; 
approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  re-pns.Hcd 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative.^.  jitNurd- 
ing  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  blH. 

SEC^TION  vin. 

The  Congress  shall  have  power — 

1.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay 


\ 
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the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  general  welfare 
of  the  United  States  ;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States  : 

2.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States : 

3.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes : 

4.  To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws 
on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  throughout  the  United  States : 

5.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin, 
and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures : 

r>.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities 
and  current  coin  of  the  United  States : 

7.  To  establisli  post  offices  and  post  roads : 

8.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing 
for  limited  times  to  authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
respective  writings  and  discoveries : 

9.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court : 

10.  To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  and  oiTcnces  against  the  law  of  nations : 

11.  To  declare  war.  grant  lett<irs  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water : 

I  'i.  To  raise  and  support  armies  ;  but  no  appropriation  of  money 
to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years  : 

13.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy : 

14.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces : 

15.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions : 

16.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia, and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
»cr\'ice  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  states  respectively  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia 
according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress : 

17.  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over 
such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,)  as  may,  by  cession 
of  particular  states  and  the  acceptance  of  (Congress,  become  the  seat 
of  government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority 
over  all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  f  jrts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings :  and, 

18.  To  make  all  laws  whicli  shall  bo  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  y)owers 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

SECTION   IX 

1.  The  mimiion  or  importatioik  of  suoh  jMrioiui  as  any  of  tl.j 
•totes  now  ezuting  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  pro- 
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hibitcil  by  the  OongresB  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  fight  hu 
dred  and  eight,  liut  a  tax  iir  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  imporl 
tion,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  cuch  person. 

3,  The  privikge  of  the  writ  of  habeas  ^-urp us  shall  not  lj«  sii 
pcndcd  unlei^s  when,-  io  ease  of  rcI>cUion  or  invasion,  the  publ 
Nifuty  uiny  retjulre  it, 

3.  No  bill  rf  atluiiidcr,  or  cx-poBt-fact<i  law.  sliall  bo  nnsacd. 

4.  No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  lie  laid,  unless  in  pr 
}iortion  to  toe  ccnsux  or  enuincratioiw  hcreinbefiiro  di^ctcd  to  1 

.1.  Xo  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  frmii  ai 
Ktnli!.  Xo  prrfcroiiee  thall  he  given  by  any  regulation  of  coninier> 
iir  revct'UL'  to  the  ]tnrt!j  of  one  state  orer  those  of  nnother  ;  nor  aha 
Teswels  bound  t"  or  from  one  stott  be  obliged  to  outer,  clear,  or  pi 
duties  in  another. 

I).  Xo  nioiu^y  shnll  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  eonse<ini;t)) 
of  appropriaiiiiusniaduhyhiw;  uuila  reffiilai-stjitemont  ami  uoeoui 
of  the  receipts  nud  expenditures  of  all  pnliHc  money  ^Imll  Iks  pu 
lished  from  time  to  time. 

.  Xo  title  of  nobility  titiall  be  granted  by  the  1  'nitud  i^tatc^i,  ar 
— "—1  holding  any  office  of  proBt  nr  trnsi  under  tlicm   shal 
he  cuutH'iil  of  (lon^rcxs,  un^pt  of  any  present,  oiaolnnici) 
office,  or  title  of  any  kind  wnutover.from  any  king,  pnuue,  or  foreio 

BECTIOS    X. 

1.  No  state  shall  enter  into  anv  treaty,  allinncc,  or  confcdcr»,tior 
grant  letters  of  manque  and  reprisal ;  coin  money  ;  emit  bills  nf  cr< 
dit;  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  Vender  in  pavincr 
of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex-post-faeto  l.nw,  or  law  iiun^t: 

ing  the  obligation  of  eoutraots ;  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 
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term  of  four  yearrt,  and,  to^ctlior  with  the  Vice  President,  chosen 
for  the  same  term,  he  elected  as  follows : — 

2.  Each  state  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 
thereof  may  direct,  a  nuniher  of  electors.  0(|ual  to  the  whole  numl>er 
of  senator."*  and  repre.'ientativcs  to  which  the  state  may  be  entitled 
iu  Congress;  but  no  senator  or  representative,  or  person  holding 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed an  elector. 

8.  Tte  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote  by 
ballot  for  two  persons,  of  whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an  inhab- 
itant ''of'  ihe  same  stjite  with  themselves.  And  they  shall  make  a 
list  of  all  the  persons  voted  for.  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for 
eaeh'^  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to 
the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate.  The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the 
certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted.  The  person  hav- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the  President,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed ; 
and  if  thbie  be  more  than  one  who  have  such  a  majority,  and  have 
aa  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  House  of  Repret^entatives  shall 
immwiately  choose  by  l>allot  one  of  them  for  President ;  and  if  no 
person  have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list,  the 
said  House  shall  in  like  manner  choose  the  President.  But  in 
choosing  the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states  ;  the  re- 
presentation from  each  state  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this 
purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of 
the  states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
choice.  In  every  case,  dter  the  choice  of  the  President,  the  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  Vice 
President  But  if  there  should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal 
votes,  the  Senate  shall  choose  from  them  by  ballot  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent 

4.  The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  electors 
and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give  their  votes,  which  day  shall  be 
the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

5.  No  person  except  a  natural-born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
I)c  eligible  to  the  office  of  President ;  neither  shall  any  person  be 
eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  resident  within  the  United 
States. 

ti.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  office,  or  of  his 
death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of 
tlie  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice  President ;  and 
the  Congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of  removal,  death 
resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and  Vice  President, 
declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  President :  and  such  officer 
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!>hBll  ad  BcrnnUiiKly,  uutil  tliu  disHbUity  W  rciuoveil  i<r  a  I*rt'sii!ei:t 
fbti\  )n!  clt-di-<l. 

7.  The  PrcMiIciit  shall,  ut  stutcd  Uiuck.  receive  for  liis  Hcrvicois  a 
<niiiip(.-iiwtion.  whieli  Hbull  neither  lie  iuerenscd  nor  tliiiiitiii<heil  ilitr- 
iiif!  the  ]>eriod  fur  vhich  he  nhall  huvc  been  elei'ti'<l.  and  lie  isliall  iirjt 
reoeivo  within  that  period  any  other  emolamcnt  from  tlif  I'liitiMj 
Staif!^  "r  uiiv  of  them. 

^.  Ucforc  "he  enftT  on  the  <;xooiitiou  of  his  nffic-c.  he  shall  taku  tlie 
following  oath  or  uffirtnatiou : 

•■  I  do  soli'mnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  cxocato  the 
office  of  I'rcsident  of  the  I'nited  Stales,  and  will,  to  the  liest  of  my 
ahility,  iircm.TVf.  pmtwt.  and  dufeml  the  ConDtitution  of  the  United 
fitatf'-!.' 

I.  The  I'r.'sident  shall  bo  coniniandcr-inehief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  th-'  I'niied  States  and  uf  the  militia  of  tlo-Kovcral  atutet.. 
when  enllcil  into  the  actual  servieii  of  the  I'nitcd  Statos  ;  lie  mav 
roquire  tlie  'ii>iiii-iii  hi  writiiifi  of  the  priiiei|ial  offii-cr  in  eat-ti  of  the 
exis-utive  departments,  upon  any  suhjwt  relating  to  tk(;duties  (if  their 
n-spwtiTe  offii-os ;  and  he  shall  havu  {x'wer  to  grant  repriovca  and 
liardotiK  for  olfeiiei.'H  af!ain>t  the  I'nited  Srati-s.  i>x<-ept  iu  cases  of 
impoachnieui. 

■».  lie  Khali  have  tu'wir.  hv  am)  with  the  advii-e  niid  ennsvnt  iif 
the  Senate,  !■>  make  treaties,  provided  two-thinlH  .if  the  Heiintnirs 
pre>Mtit  eoneiir  :  and  he  shall  nnmiiiate.  and  liy  ami  with  the  advice 
and  eonsent  nf  the  S.'iiui».  shall  appoint  anilin»«»lurB.  other  pul.lic 
iuinister.i  and  eoiiMils,  yAfti'i  of  the  Siijin-me  ('ourt.  and  all  other 
officers  of  til'.- I'nited  Mates,  whose  appniutnicnt-i  are  not  herein 
iitherwiK-  provided  fur.  ami  whieh  shall  he  esta'-lishi'd  by  law.  Bnt 
t^  CongKHB  m&v  by  law  vest  the  appointmeni  of  tack  inferior  otA- 
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SECTION  rv. 

1.  The  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for  and 
conviction  of  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors. 

ARTICLE  III 
Of  the  Judiciary. 

SECTION   I. 

1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one 
Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  from 
time  to  time  order  and  establish.  The  judges,  both  of  the  Supreme 
and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour ; 
and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services  a  compensation, 
which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION   II. 

1.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority  ;  to  all 
esses  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and  consuls ;  to 
all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction ;  to  controversies 
to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party  ;  to  controversies  between 
two  or  more  states  ;  between  a  state  and  citizens  of  another  state ; 
between  citizens  of  different  states ;  between  citizens  of  the  same 
state  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  states  ;  and  between 
a  state,  or  the  citizens  thereof  and  foreign  states,  citizens  or  subjects. 

2.  In  all  oases  affectins  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and 
consols,  and  those  in  which  a  state  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme 
Conrt  shall  have  original  jurisdiction.  In  all  the  other  cases  before 
mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both 
as  to  law  and  &ct,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under  such  regulations 
as  Conffress  shall  make. 

3.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall 
be  by  jury,  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  state  where  the  said 
crimes  shall  have  been  committed  ;  but  when  not  committed  within 
any  state,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places  as  Congress  may 
by  law  have  directed. 

SECTION  m. 

1.  Treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist  only  in  levying 
war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid 
and  comfort  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on 
the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  confession 
in  open  court. 

2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment  of  trea- 
son ;  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  or 
fbHRntsre,  eicept  during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted. 
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ARTICLE    IV. 


I.  Fnll  fftitb  and  credit  shall  be  giTea  la  each  state  to  the  pub- 
lic acts,  rooords,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  state.  And 
Congress  may,  by  geoeral  lava,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such 
acts,  records,  and  proceedings  sliall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereof. 


1.  The  citiiens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  tbe  privilegeB 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states. 

2.  A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 
crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  state 
shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  ^om  which 
he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  crime. 

3.  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  nnder  the  Iawb 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  tf  any  law  or 
regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor  -  bnt 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  clum  of  the  party  to  whom  sooh  servioe  or 
labor  may  be  due. 

I  SECTION  m. 

1.  Now  states  may  be  admitted  by  Congreas  into  this  unioD  -  bat 
no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiotloo  of 
any  other  state,  nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junotion  of  two  or 
more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without  the  oonsent  of  the  l^iala- 
tnres  of  the  states  couccrncd,  as  well  as  of  Congress. 
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upplication  of  the  legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  seyeral  states, 
shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either 
case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Con- 
stitution, when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
seyeral  states,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one 
or  the  other-  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Congress ; 
provided,  that  no  amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  affect 
the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article ; 
and  that  no  state,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  eqiud 
suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Miscellaneous. 

1.  All  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United 
States  under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the  confederation. 

2.  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which 
shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  whioh 
shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  in  every  state  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  The  senators  and  representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the 
members  of  the  several  state  legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judi- 
cial officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  seyeral  Btotei, 
shmll  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  Constitution ; 
but  no  religions  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  aaj 
office,  or  public  trust,  under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE    VII 

Of  the  RatificaHon. 

1.  The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states  shall  be  snffi- 
ctent  for  the  establishment  of  this  Constitution  between  the  states 
so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  states  pre- 
sent, the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  twelfth.  In  wit- 
ness whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
Pretideniy  and  Deputy  from  Virginia. 
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NEW  BAXFSHIBE. 

John  LaiLKdmi, 
Nicholas  Gilman. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Nathaniel  Gorman, 
Rnfos  King. 

CONNECTICUT. 

William  Samuel  Johnson, 
Roger  Sherman. 

NEW   YORK. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

NEW  JERStlT. 

William  Livingston, 
David  Brearly, 
William  Patterson, 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Benjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Itobert  Morris, 
George  Clymer, 
!fhomas  Fitisimons, 
^ared  Inffersoll, 
James  mlson, 
Govemeur  Morris. 


DELAWARE, 

George  Bead, 
Gunning  Bedford,  jun., 
John  Dickinson, 
Richard  Basseti^   . 
Jacob  Broom. 

MARYLAND. 

James  M'Henry, 

Daniel  of  St.  Tho.  Jenifer. 

Daniel  Carroll. 

VIRGINIA. 

John  Blair, 
James  Madison,  jr. 

NORTH   CAROLll«A. 

William  Blount. 
Richard  Dobbs  Spaight, 
Hugh  Williamson. 

SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

John  Rutledge, 
Chas.  Cotesworth  Pinekney, 
Charles  Pinckney, 
Pierce  Butler. 

GSOROU. 

William  Pew, 
Abraham  Baldwin. 


Attest,  WILLIAM   3 KQKSO^ ,  Secretarf. 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  1.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
Itient  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances. 

Art  2.  A  well-reflated  militia  being  neoessaiy  to  the  seouritv 
of  a  free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
not  be  infringed 

Art  3.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peaoe,  be  quartered  in  any 
house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in 
a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 
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Art  4.  The  right  oi  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seii- 
ures,  shall  not  be  yiolated ;  and  no  warrants  shall  issue  but  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
describing  the  phtce  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  bo 
seized. 

Art.  5.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  other- 
wise infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a 
grand  jury,  except  in  oases  arising  in  the  land  or  nayal  forces,  or  iu 
the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger ; 
nor  shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence,  to  be  put  twice 
in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal 
case,  to  be  witness  against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall  private  property 
be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 

Art.  6.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the 
right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  stat(^ 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which 
district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ;  to  be  confronted 
with  the  witnesses  against  him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for 
obtaining  witnesses  iu  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of 
counsel  tor  his  defense. 

Art.  7.  In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy 
shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  pre- 
served ;  and  no  fiEict  tried  by  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-examinea  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
common  law. 

Art  8.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

Art.  9.  The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights, 
slmll  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the 
people. 

Art  10.  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

Art.  1 1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity  commenced  or  pro- 
secuted against  one  of  the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another 
state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  another  state,  or  by  citizens  or 
subjects  of  any  foreign  state. 

Art  12.  ^  I.  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  statca, 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice  President,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with  themselves  ; 
they  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President, 
and  in  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice  President ;  and 
they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President 
ana  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice  President,  and  of  the  number 
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of  votes  for  each,  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transniit 
settled  to  the  seat  of  eoTernment  of  the  United  States,  directed  to 
tJie  Prosidetit  of  the  Sen&te :  the  Preaideot  of  the  Senate  shall,  in 
the  presenoe  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatiyes,  open  sU 
the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted  ;  the  person 
haTing  the  greatoBt  onmber  of  votes  for  President  shall  be  the  Pres- 
ident^ if  Bnoh  number  be  a  maioritj  of  the  vhole  number  of  electors 
appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  snch  a  majority,  then  ftrtm  the 
persons  having  the  highest  nnmberB,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list 
of  those  voted  for  as  President,  the  Honse  of  BepreaentatiTee 
Hhall  choose  immediately  by  ballot  the  President  Bat  in  choosing 
the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation 
from  each  stat«  having  one  vote ;  a  qDOmm  for  this  purpose  ehalt 
consbt  of  a  member  or  members  ^om  two  thirds  of  the  states,  and  b 
majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And  if  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President  whenever  the 
right  of  choice  shall  devolve  npon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next  following,  then  the  Vice  President  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent, OS  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  disahility  of 
the  President. 

2.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Yice  Presi- 
dent, shall  be  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of 
■the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  a 
majority,  then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate 
shall  choose  the  Vice  President:  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall 
consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  senators,  and  a  maior- 
i^  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

3.  But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  ofSoe  ot  Prea- 
dent  shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  Vioc  President  of  the  United  States. 


Tos  first  seltlemeDi  in  Maine  was  made  in  Bristol,  on  the  east  side  oT  the 
Damariscolta  River,  at  Pemaquid  Poinu  This  State  was  oiigiQally  nanted 
bf  James  I.  to  the  Plymoalh  Company,  by  whom  it  was  transTerred  to  Misod 
and  Oorges,  in  1624.  Tbe  territory  was  aHerwards  purcbased  bj  Maasacho- 
selts  for  ^1,250,  who  obtained  a  conGrmation  of  the  charter  in  1G91.  This 
Stale,  i>rmerly  the  Dintrict  or  Maine,  became  indepeodeot  of  Massacbnsent 
in  1820,  and  adopted  its  CoDstiiulion. 

CONSTITUTION. 

We  the  people  of  Maine,  in  order  to  establish  justice,  enson 
tranquillity,  provide  for  our  natural  defense,  promote  onr  common 
wel£ue,  and  secure  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  the  blessings  of 
libeMy,  acknowledging,  with  grateful  hearts,  the  goodnees  of  the 
Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  Universe  in  afTording  us  an  opportunity  so 
fitvorablc  to  the  design ;  and  imploring  his  aid  and  direction  in  ita 
iLccomplishment,  do  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  free  and  iodepeo- 
dent  State,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  do  or- 
dain and  establish  the  following  Constitution  for  the  government  of 
tbeaune: 


COKaTITDTlON   < 


Dedaratum  of  Rightt. 
Sec.  1.  All  men  are  born  equikll^  free  and  independent,  and  hsTQ 
certain  nutaral,  inherent,  &nd  unalienable  rigbts,  anuiil^  which  Kre 
thow  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possess- 
ing, and  prateoting  property,  and  of  pnraning  and  obtaining  safety 
ana  bappinen. 

2.  Ml  power  Is  inherent  in  the  people :  all  free  g^emments  are 
firanded  in  their  avtiiority,  and  instituted  for  thw  benefit :  they 
have,  therefore,  an  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  ioatitate 
govemment,  and  to  alter,  reform,  or  totally  change  the  tame,  when 
their  safety  and  happineM  require  it 

3.  All  men  hare  a  natural  and  inalienable  right  to  worship  Al- 
mighty Ood  according  to  the  dictatea  of  their  own  ooiuoieTioea,  and 
no  one  shall  be  hart,  molested,  or  restrained  in  hia  person,  liberty, 
or  estate,  for  wonhiping  God  in  the  manner  and  season  most  agree- 
able to  the  difltates  of  bii  oirn  conscience,  nor  for  bis  rclieiouH  pro- 
fessionB  or  sentiments,  provided  he  does  not  disturb  the  public 
peace,  nor  obitauot  others  in  their  religious  worship ; — and  all  per- 
sons demeaning  themselves  peaceably,  as  KOodmemMrs  of  the  State, 
shall  be  equally  under  the  protection  of  the  lavs,  and  no  subordina- 
tion nor  prefoence,  rf  any  one  sect  or  denomination  to  another, 
ahsll  ever  be  established  1^  !>▼>  nor  shall  an;  religions  teat  be    re- 

Sired  as  a  qualification  for  any  office  or  trust  under  this  State  ;   and 
religious  societies  in  this  State,  whether  incorporate  or  uuincor- 
porate,  shall  at  all  times  have  the  exclusive  right  of  electing  their 
public  teaobcrs,  and  contracting  with  them  for  their  support  and 
'    maintenance. 
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demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  and  hitve  a  copy 
thereof : 
To  be  confronted  by  the  witnesses  against  him : 
To  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor  : 
To  have  a  speedy,  public,  and  impartial  trial ;  and,  except  in  trials 
by  martial  la^  or  impeachment,  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinity.     He  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  furnish  or  give  evidence  against  himself,  nor  be 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  property,  or  privileges,  but  by  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except 
in  cases  of  impeachment,  or  in  such  cases  of  offences  as  are  usually 
cognizable* by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  in  cases  arising  in  the  army 
or  navy,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or 
public  danger.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  a  suitable  and 
impartial  mode  of  selecting  juries ;  and  their  usual  number  and 
unanimity,  in  indictments  and  convictions,  shall  be  held  indispen- 
sable. 

8.  No  person  for  the  same  offence  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  life  or  limb. 

9.  Sanguinary  laws  shall  not  be  passed ;  all  penalties  and  punish- 
ments shall  be  proportioned  to  the  offence  ;  excessive  bail  shall  not 
be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  nor  unusual  pun- 
ishments inflicted. 

10.  All  persons,  before  conviction,  shall  be  bailable  except  for 
capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption 
great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 

11.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto 
law,  nor  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  no  attainder 
shall  work  corruption  of  blood  nor  forfeiture  of  estate. 

12.  Treason  against  this  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of 
two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  confession  in  open  court. 

13.  The  laws  shall  not  be  suspended,  but  by  the  Legislature  or  its 
authority. 

14.  No  person  shall  be  subject  to  corporeal  punbhment  under 
mOitary  law,  except  such  as  are  employed  m  the  army  or  navy,  or  in 
the  militia  when  m  actual  service,  in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger. 

15.  The  people  have  a  right,  at  all  times,  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 
able manner,  to  assemble  and  consult  upon  the  common  good,  to  give 
instructions  to  their  representatives,  and  to  request  of  either  de- 
partment of  the  government,  by  petition  or  remonstrance,  redress 
of  their  wrongs  and  grievances. 

16.  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  for  the  com- 
mon defense ;  and  this  riicht  shall  never  be  questioned. 


26  \  CONSTITUTION   OP 

17.  No  standing  ann^Bhtll  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace,  vrithont 
the  coDsont  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  milit  ary  shall,  in  alloases, 
and  at  all  times,  be  in  striot  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

18.  No  soldier  xhall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
wltiiont  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  occupant,  noi  in  time  of  war, 
but  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  hy  law.  ; 

19.  Efery  person,  for  an  injury  done  him  in  hb  person,  repnta- 
Ron,  property,  or  immunities,  shall  have  remedy  l>y  due  course  of 
law ;  and  right  and  justice  Bholl  be  adminiBterea  freely  and  withont 
sale,  completely  and  without  denial,  promptly  and'witbout  delay. 

20.  In  all  civil  suits,  and  inallcontrovergieaeonoerning  property, 
the  parties  shall  have  a  right  to  a  trial  by  jnry,  except  in  cases 
where  it  has  heretofore  been  otherwise  practised :  the  part^  olum- 
ing  the  right  may  be  beard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  or  either,  at 
his  election. 

21.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  uses  withont 
just  compensation ;  nor  unless  the  public  exigencies  require  it. 

2S.  No'tez  or  duty  shall  be  imposed  without  the  consent  of  the 
people,  or  their  representatives  in  the  Legislature. 

23.  No  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary  distinction,  privilege,  honor, 
or  emolumtat,  shall  ever  be  granted  or  confirmed ;  oor  shall  any 
office  be  created,  the  appointment  to  which  shall  be  for  a  longer 
time  than  during  good  behavior. 

24.  The  enumeration  of  certain  rights  shall  not  impair  nor  deny 
others  relAined  by  the  peopl& 
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4.  The  election  of  Goipeniorv  senators,  t|nd  representatiTes  shall 
be  on  the  seoond  Monday  of  September,  annually,  forever. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Distribuiion  of  Potoers. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  this  government  shall  be  divided  into  thi^a 
distinct  departments^  the  legislative^  executive^  and  judicial. 

2.  No  person  or  persons,  belonging  to  one  of  these  departments, 
shall  exerf^ise  any  of  the  powers  properly  belonging  to  eiwer  of  the 
Cithers,  except  in  the  cases  herein  expressly  directed  or  pernlitted. 

ARTICLE    IV. 
Part  first. — Legislative  Power — House  of  Representatives. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct 
branches :  a  House  of  Representatives  and  a  Senate ;  eaeh  to  have  a 
negative  on  the  other,  and  both  to  be  styled  the  Legislature  of 
Maine :  and  the  style  of  their  acts  and  laws  shall  be,  '^  ISe  it  enacted^ 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Legislature  assembled." 

2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  not  less  thi^ 
one  hundred,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  members,  to  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  electors  for  one  year  from  the  next  day  preceding  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Legislature — which  shall  first  be  convened 
under  this  Constitution,  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  and  the  Legislature  within  every  subsequAt  period  of 
at  most  ten  years,  and  at  least  five,  causa  the  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  to  be  ascertained,  exclusive  of  foreigners  not 
naturalised,  and  Indians  not  taxed.  The  Bumber  of  representatives 
shall^  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration,  be  fix^d 
and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties,  as  near  as  may  be,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  having  regard  to  the  relative 
increase  of  population.  The  number  of  representatives  shall,  on 
said  first  apportionment,  be  not  less  than  one  nundred  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  whenever  the  number  of  representatives 
shall  be  two  hundred,  at  the  next  annual  meetings  of  elections, 
which  shall  thereafter  be  had,  and  at  every  subsequent  period  of 
ten  years,  the  people  shall  give  in  their  votes  whether  the  number 
of  representatives  shall  be  increased  or  diminished ;  and  if  a  mia- 
jority  of  votes  are  in  favor  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  next 
Legislature  thereafter  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  by  the 
role  hereinafter  prescribed. 

3.  Each  town  having  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  may  elect  one 
representative;  6ach  town  having  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  may  elect  two  ;  each  town  having  six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  may  elect  three ;  eaoh  town  having  ten  thousand  five 
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hnndred  ma;  oleot  f6ur;teuh  town  iuving  fift«oii  thonaand  J 
elect  five ;  eaoh  town  having  tireoty  thonrand  two  bnudre^^^^ 
fifty  may  elect  six  j  each  town  having  tweaty-siz  thousand  two  ^r~: 
dred  and  fifty  inhabitants  may  elect  seven  ;  but  no  town  shalL^C 
be  entitled  to  more  than  seven  rcpreseDtatives ;  and  towns  and 
tations,  duly  organized,  not  having  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants, 
be  olasaed,  as  conveniently  as  may  be,  into  districts,  contniain^^^S 
number,  and  ho  as  not  to  divide  towns ;  and  each  such  district 
elect  one  representative ;  and  when  on  this  apportionment, 
number  of  representativea  shall  be  two  hundred,  a  different  aK^^ 
tionment  shall  take  place  upon  the  above  principle  ;  and,  in  cas^  . 
fifteen  hnndred  shall  be  too  large  or  too  small  to  apportion  all  ^ 
representatives  to  any  county,  it  shall  be  so  increased  or  diminish  ^ 
as  to  give  the  number  of  representatives  according  to  the  above  ni^ 
and  proportion ;  and  whenever  any  town  or  towns,  plantation  c^'' 
plantations,  not  entitled  to  elect  a  representative,  shall  determine 
against  a  classification  with  any  other  town  or  plantation,  the  Legia- 
latare  may,  at  each  apportionment  of  representatives,  on  the  appli- 
cation  of  snch  town  or  plantation,  authorize  it  to  elect  a  representa~ 
tire  for  such  portion  of  time,  and  such  periods,  as  shall  be  eqaal  to 
its  portion  of  representation,  and  the  right  of  representadoD.  sc 
eataolished,  shall  not  be  altered  until  the  nest  general  apportion 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  ot  the  House  of  BepresentatiTea 
unless  he  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  the  period  for  which  he  ii 
elected,  have  been  five  years  a  citiicn  of  the  United  States  :  haviiu 
arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ;  have  been  a  resident  in  tMi 
atate  one  year,  or  from  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  ;  and  fo 
the  three  months  nest  preceding  the  time  of  his  election,  shall  kavi 
Wii.  an.]  (iuriiij;  lh<'  [>ori>jd  for  wliloh  ho  is  elocted,  «ha!I  c 
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gore  and  clerks  of  plantations  shall  have  all  the  powers,  and  be 
rtubjcct  to  all  the  duties,  whioh  selectmen  and  town  clerks  have,  and 
are  subject  to,  by  this  Constitution.     And  the  selectmen  of  such 
towns,  and  the  assessors  of  such  plantations  so  classed,  shall,  within 
four  days  next  after  such  meeting,  meet  at  some  place,  to  be  pre- 
scribed and  notified  by  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  the  eldest  town 
or  plantation  in  such  class,  and  the  copies  of  said  lists  shall  be  then 
examined  and  compared ;  and,  in  case  any  person  shall  be  elected 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  the  selectmen  or  assessors  shall  deliv- 
er the  certified  copies  of  such  lists  to  the  person  so  elected,  within 
ten  days  next  after  such  election ;  and  the  clerks  of  towns  and  plan- 
tations, respectively,  shall  seal  up  copies  of  all  such  lists,  and  cause 
them  to  be  delivered  into  the  secretary's  office  twenty  days  at  least 
before  the  first  Wednesday  in  January,  annuallj  ^  J^ut,  in  case  no 
person  shall  have  a  majority  of  votes,  the  selectmen  and  assessors 
shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  notify  another  meeting,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  at  every  future  meeting  until  an  election  shall  have 
been  enected,  provided,  that  the  Legislature  may,  by  law,  prescribe  a 
different  mode  of  returning,  examinmg,  and  ascertaining  the  election 
of  the  representatives  in  such  classes. 

6.  Whenever  the  seat  of  a  member  shall  be  vacated,  by  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  vacancy  may  be  filled  by  a  new  election. 

7.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker,  clerk, 
and  other  officers. 

8.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment 

Part  second. — Senate. 

^  1.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more 
than  thirty-one  members ;  elected  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same 
term,  as  the  representatives,  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  districts 
into  whioh  the  State  shall  from  time  to  time  be  divided. 

2.  The  Legislature  which  shall  be  first  convened  under  this  Con- 
stitution shall^  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  the 
Legislature  at  every  subsequent  period  of  ten  years,  cause  the  State 
to  be  divided  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  senators.  The  district 
shall  conform,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  county  lines,  and  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants.  The  number  of  Senators 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  at  the  first  apportionment,  and  shall,  at  each 
apportionment,  be  increased,  until  they  shall  amount  to  thir^-one, 
according  to  the  increase  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

3.  The  meetings  for  the  election  of  senators  shall  be  notified, 
held,  and  regulated,  and  the  votes  received,  sorted,  counted,  de^ared, 
and  recorded,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  f<^  representatives ;  and 
Cur  eoDies  of  the  lists  of  votes  shall  be  attested  by  the  seleotmen  and 
Umn  clerks  of  towns,  and  tbe  aflpeoaofi  aod  oLnrks  of  planlaliottB, 
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and  sealed  up  in  open  town  and  plantation  meetings,  and  the  town 
and  plantation  clerks,  reBpectivelj,  ehall  oanse  the  same  to  be  deliv- 
ered into  the  secretary's  office  thirty  days  at  least  before  the  fint 
Wednesday  of  Jannary.  All  other  qualified  electors,  living  in  pla- 
ces unincorporated,  who  shall  be  assessed  to  the  support  of  govern- 
ment by  the  assessors  of  an  adjacent  town,  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  voting  for  senators,  representatives,  and  governor,  in  such  town, 
and  sLall  be  notified  by  the  Belectmen  thereof,  for  the  purpose  ac- 
cordingly. 

4.  The  governor  and  council  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  re- 
turned copies  of  such  lists,  and,  twenty  days  before  the  said  first 
Wednesday  of  January,  issue  a  summons  -o  such  persons  as  shall 
appear  to  be  elected  bs  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  each  diatriot,  to 
attend  that  day  and  take  their  seats. 

5.  The  Senate  shall,  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  of  January,  an- 
nually, determine  who  are  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes  to  be  sena- 
tors in  each  district :  and,  in  case  the  full  number  of  senators  to  be 
elected  from  each  district  shall  not  have  been  so  elected,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  such  senators  as  shall 
have  been  elected,  shall,  from  the  highest  number  of  the  persons 
voted  for,  on  said  lists,  equal  to  twice  the  number  of  senatora  defi- 
cient, in  every  district  if  there  be  so  many  voted  for,  elect,  by  joint 
ballot,  the  number  of  Anators  required  ;  and  in  this  manner  all 
vacancies  in  the  Senate  shall  be  supplied,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
such  vacancies  happen. 

6.  The  senators  shall  be  twenty-five  years  of  age  at  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  the  term  for  which  they  are  elected,  and  in  all  other  respeota 
their  qualifications  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  representatives. 

7.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeaohmenta ; 
md.  when  silting  fir  that  purpose,  phall  be  on   oath  or  affirmation  ; 
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of  adjournment,  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor,  and  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  if  not, 
he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  its  jour- 
nals, and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration, 
two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  it,  it  shall  be  sent,  to- 
gether with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  be 
reconsidered ;  and,  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall 
have  the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been  signed  by  the  Governor ;  but. 
in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  taken  by  yea^ 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the 
bill  or  resolution,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  both  houses 
respectively.  If  the  bill  or  resolution  shall  not  be  returned  by  the 
Governor  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  it  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if 
he  had  signed  it ;  unless  the  Legislature  by  their  adjournment  pre- 
vent its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  have  such  force  and  effeot. 
unless  returned  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

3.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections  and  qualifica- 
tions of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  Qumber  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 
and  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  shall  provide. 

4.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  pun- 
ish its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  thle  concurrence 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
oause. 

5.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish its  proceedings,  except  such  parts  as,  in  their  judgment,  may 
require  secrecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
house,  on  any  Question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  those  pre- 
sent, be  entered  on  the  journals. 

6.  Eaciyiouse,  during  its  session,  may  punish,  by  imprisonment, 
any  person,  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  behaviour 
in  its  presence ;  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings ;  threatening, 
assaulting,  or  abusing  any  of  its  members  for  anything  said,  done, 
or  doing,  in  either  house :  Provided,  that  no  imprisonment  shall- 
extend  T^eyond  the  period  of  the  same  session. 

7.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  such  compensa- 
tion as  shall  be  established  by  law ;  but  no  law  increasing  their 
compensation  shall  take  effect  during  the  existence  of  the  Legislature 
which  enacted  it.  The  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Bcpresentatives  in  traveling  to  the  Legislature  and  returning  there- 
from, once  in  each  session,  and  no  more,  shall  be  paid  by  the  State. 
out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  every  member  who  shall  seasonably 
attend,  in  tne  judgment  of  the  House,  and  does  n6t  depart  there- 
from without  leave. 

8.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases,  except 
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ARTICLE  I. 

DecLarcUion  cf  Rights. 

Sec.  1.  All  men  are  bom  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have 
certain  natural,  inherent,  and  unalienable  rights,  among  which  are 
those  of  enjoyinff  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possess- 
ing, and  protecting  property,  and  of  pursuing  and  obtaining  safety 
and  happiness. 

2.  All  power  is  inherent  in  the  people :  all  free  governments  are 
founded  in  their  aathority,  and  instituted  for  their  benefit :  they 
have,  therefore,  an  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  institute 
government,  and  to  alter,  reform,  or  totally  change  the  same,  when 
their  safety  and  hitppiness  require  it. 

3.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  inalienable  right  to  worship  Al- 
mighty GK>d  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences,  and 
no  one  shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  restrained  in  his  person,  liberty. 
or  estate,  for  woishiping;  God  in  the  manner  and  season  most  agree- 
able to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  nor  for  his  religious  pro- 
fessions or  sentiments,  provided  he  does  not  disturb  the  public 
peace,  nor  obstruct  others  in  their  religious  worship ; — and  all  per- 
sons demeaning  themselves  peaceably,  as  ffood  members  of  the  State, 
shall  be  equally  under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  no  subordina- 
tion nor  preference,  of  any  one  sect  or  denomination  to  another, 
shall  ever  be  established  by  law,  nor  shall  any  religious  tost  be  re- 
quired as  a  qualification  for  any  office  or  trust  under  this  State  ;  and 
all  religious  societies  in  this  State,  whether  incorporate  or  unincor- 
porate,  shall  at  all  times  have  the  exclusive  right  of  electing  their 
public  teachers,  and  contracting  with  them  for  their  support  and 
maintenance. 

4.  Every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  senti- 
ments on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  this  liberty. 
No  laws  shall  be  passed  regulating  or  restraining  the  freedom  of  the 
press  ;  and,  in  prosecutions  for  any  publication  respecting  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  men  in  public  capacity,  or  the  qualifications  of  those 
who  are  candidates  for  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  or  where  the  mat- 
ter published  is  proper  for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may 
be  given  in  evidence ;  and  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury,  after 
having  received  the  direction  of  the  court,  shall  have  a  right  to  de- 
termine, at  their  discretion,  the  law  and  the  fact. 

5.  The  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and 
possessions  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures ;  and  no  war- 
rant to  search  any  place,  or  seize  any  person  or  thin^,  shall  issue 
without  a  special  designation  of  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the 
person  or  thing  to  be  seized,  nor  without  probable  cause,  supported 
Dy  oath  or  affirmation. 

6.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  have  a  riglit  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  or  either,  at  his  election  :  to 
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demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  and  have  a  copy 
thereof : 

To  be  confronted  by  the  witnesses  against  him : 
To  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor  : 
To  have  a  speedy,  public,  and  impartial  trial ;  and,  except  in  trials 
by  martial  la^  or  impeachment,  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinity.  He  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  furnish  or  give  evidence  against  himself,  nor  be 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  property,  or  privileges,  but  by  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except 
in  cases  of  impeachment,  or  in  such  cases  of  offences  as  are  usually 
cognizable 'by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  in  cases  arising  in  the  army 
or  navy,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or 
public  danger.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  a  suitable  and 
impartial  mode  of  selecting  juries ;  and  their  usual  number  and 
unanimity,  in  indictments  and  convictions,  shall  be  held  indispen- 
sable. 

8.  No  person  for  the  same  offence  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  life  or  limb. 

9.  Sanguinary  laws  shall  not  be  passed ;  all  penalties  and  punish- 
ments shall  be  proportioned  to  the  offence  ;  excessive  bail  shall  not 
be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  nor  unusual  pun- 
ishments inflicted. 

10.  All  persons,  before  conviction,  shall  be  bailable  except  for 
capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption 
great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 

11.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto 
law,  nor  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  no  attainder 
shall  work  corruption  of  blood  nor  forfeiture  of  estate. 

12.  Treason  against  this  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of 
two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  confession  in  open  court. 

13.  The  laws  shall  not  be  suspended,  but  by  the  Legislature  or  its 
authority. 

14.  No  person  shall  be  subject  to  corporeal  punishment  under 
military  law,  except  such  as  are  employed  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  in 
the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger. 

1 5.  The  people  have  a  right,  at  all  times,  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 
able manner,  to  assemble  and  consult  upon  the  common  good,  to  give 
instructions  to  their  representatives,  and  to  request  of  either  de- 
partment of  the  government,  by  petition  or  remonstrance,  redress 
of  their  wrongs  and  grievances. 

16.  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  keep  and  beer  arms  for  the  com- 
mon defense ;  and  this  riicht  shall  never  be  questioned. 
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House  of  RcpreRenUtivca-Hh&ll  «xercUo  tlic  office,  until  a  Frerid>C'-' 
of  tho  Senate  shall  haye  been  chosen  ;  and  when  the  office  of  GoveriK  *  "^ 
President  of  the  8enat«.  and  Speaker  of  the  House  shall  beco.o^^ 
vacant,  in  the  rccefts  of  the  Senate,  the  pcreon  acting  as  Secrctary^'^ 
State  for  Iho  time  being  shall,  by  proclamation,  convene  the  Sensx" 
that  ft  PTc«<lcnt  maybe  chosen  to  cxen-iNi'thi' office  of  Oovcrtior.  A^'*-. 
whenever  cither  the  Prcnidcnt  of  tbe  >?i^natO(>r  i^ncakcr  irf  tf 
IIoQMahall  BO  cscreiKe  miiO  office,  he  hIiuII  receive  only  thfrvoniM^S' 
Ration  of  fluvcrnor.  but  his  duticx  as  Prc^idi'iit  or  Spealcor  «ba|l^vMP 
KOBpondcd :  and  the  Senate  or  Honee  shall  fill  the  vacancy,  mtd^KjibJ^ 
duties  as  Oovemor  shall  cease.  ■;-*■-  .  - 

Paut  beco.m). —  Coanfil. 
Sec.  1.  There  shall  be  a  Council,  to  consist  of  seven  persons,  citi«e:«>* 
of  the  United  Statvit,  and  residents  of  this  State,  tn  adviiw  the  Goer  ^ 
emor  in  the  executive  part  of  tlto  government,  whom  the  GovermfS  ~ 
■hall  have  full  power,  at  his  discretion,  to  artsimblc;  and  he,  wit  5"^ 
the  counselors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may.  from  time  to  time,  bo.o  * 
and  keep  a  council,  for  ordering  unci  directing  the  .ifTairs  nf  Statf  nn  ' 
carding  to  law. 

2.  The  counselors  i>hall  lie  chuseu  nnmiiilly.  on  the  first  "Wct-r* 
nesda^  of  January,  by  joint  hallnl  of  the  si^natorst  and  reprcsonf*'  * 
tives  in  convention  ;  and  voeauciea  which  shall  nftervfarda  happc:^^' 
■hail  be  filled  in  the  same  manner ;  but  not  more  than  one  cquus£»  * 
or  shall  be  elected  from  any  district  prescribed  fur  the  election  cv 
senators ;  and  the;  nhall  be  privileged  from  arrest  in  the  aamc  nutr  — 
ner  as  senators  and  representatives. 

3.  The  resotationa  and  advice  of  council  shall  be  recorded  in     ' 
rwBter,  and  signed  by  the  members  agreeing  thereto,  whi<^  may  \xf 
ciBed  for  by  either  house  of  the  Legifilatnrc  ;    and  any  counselor 
may  enter  his  dissent  to  the  resolution  of  the  majority. 

4.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  <.f  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
nor  any  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  (post  at- 
ficers  ciecptcd.)  nor  any  civil  officers  under  this  State,  (jii&tic( 
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4.  The  election  of  Goipeniorv  senators,  gnd  representatives  shall 
be  on  the  second  Monday  of  September,  annually,  forever. 

ARTICLE    III. 

DistribiUion  of  Potoers. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  this  government  shall  be  divided  into  thi^ 
distinct  departments^  the  legislative^  executive^  and  jttdicial, 

2.  No  person  or  persons,  belonging  to  one  of  these  departments, 
shall  exercise  any  of  the  powers  properly  belonging  to  eiwer  of  the 
others,  except  in  the  cases  herein  expressly  directed  or  pcrnlitted. 

ARTICLE    IV. 
Part  first. — Legislative  Power — House  of  Representatives. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct 
branches :  a  Hoase  of  Representatives  and  a  Senate ;  eaeh  to  have  a 
negative  on  the  other,  and  both  to  be  styled  the  Legislature  cf 
Maine :  and  the  style  of  their  acts  and  laws  shall  be,  '^  Be  it  enacted, 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RejyreseiUatives  in  Legislature  assembled." 

2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  not  less  thi^ 
one  hundred,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  members,  to  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  electors  for  one  year  from  the  next  day  preceding  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Legislature — which  shall  first  be  convened 
under  this  Constitution,  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  and  the  Legislature  within  every  subsequent  period  of 
at  most  ten  years,  and  at  least  five,  cause  the  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  to  be  ascertained,  exclusive  of  foreigners  not 
naturalized,  and  Indians  not  taxed.  The  number  of  representatives 
shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration,  be  fixjbd 
and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties,  as  near  as  may  be,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  having  regard  to  the  relative 
increase  of  population.  The  number  of  representatives  shall,  on 
said  first  apportionment,  be  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  whenever  the  number  of  representatives 
shall  be  two  hundred,  at  the  next  annual  meetings  of  elections, 
which  shall  thereafter  be  had,  and  at  every  subsequent  period  of 
ten  years,  the  people  shall  give  in  their  votes  whether  the  number 
of  representatives  shall  be  increased  or  diminished ;  and  if  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  are  in  favor  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  next 
Legislature  thereafter  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  by  the 
rule  hereinafter  prescribed. 

3.  Each  town  having  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  may  elect  one 
representative;  (3ach  town  having  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  may  elect  two  ;  each  town  having  six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  may  elect  three ;  each  town  having  ten  thousand  five 
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hundred  may  elect  four  ;teacli  town  baying  fifteen  thousand  may 
elect  five ;  each  town  having  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  may  elect  six  ;  each  town  having  twenty-six  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  inhabitants  may  elect  seven ;  but  no  town  shall  ever 
be  entitled  to  more  than  seven  representatives ;  and  towns  and  plan- 
tations, duly  organized,  not  having  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  shall 
be  classed,  as  conveniently  as  may  be,  into  districts,  containing  that 
number,  and  so  as  not  to  divide  towns ;  and  each  such  district  may 
elect  one  representative;  and  when  on  this  apportionment,  the 
number  of  representatives  shall  be  two  hundred,  a  different  appor- 
tionment shall  take  place  upon  the  above  principle ;  and,  in  case  the 
fifteen  hundred  shall  be  too  large  or  too  small  to  apportion  all  the 
representatives  to  any  county,  it  shall  be  so  increased  or  diminished 
as  to  give  the  number  of  representatives  according  to  the  above  rule 
and  proportion ;  and  whenever  any  town  or  towns,  plantation  or 
plantations,  not  entitled  to  elect  a  representative,  shall  determine 
against  a  classification  with  any  other  town  or  plantation,  the  Legis- 
lature may,  at  each  apportionment  of  representatives,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  such  town  or  plantation,  authorize  it  to  elect  a  representa- 
tire  for  such  portion  of  time,  and  such  periods,  as  shall  be  equal  to 
its  portion  of  representation,  and  the  right  of  representation,  so 
established,  shall  not  be  altered  until  the  next  general  apportion- 
ment. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
unless  he  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  the  period  for  which  he  is 
elected,  have  been  five  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States :  having 
arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ;  have  been  a  resident  in  this 
State  one  year,  or  from  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  ;  and,  for 
the  throe  months  next  preceding  the  time  of  his  election,  shall  have 
been,  and  during  the  period  for  which  he  is  elected,  shall  continue 
to  be,  a  resident  in  the  town  or  district  which  he  represents. 

46.  The  meetings  for  the  choice  of  representatives  shall  be  warned, 
in  due  course  of  law,  by  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  seten 
days,  at  least,  before  the  election ;  and  the  selectmen  thereof  shall 
preside  impartially  at  such  meetings,  receive  the  votes  of  all  the 
qualified  electors  present,  sort,  count,  and  declare  them,  in  open 
town  meeting,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  town  clerk,  who  shall  form 
a  list  of  the  persons  voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each 
person  against  his  name,  shall  make  a  fair  record  thereof  in  the 
presence  of  the  selectmen,  and  in  open  town  meetin|| ;  and  a  fair 
copy  of  this  list  shall  be  attested  by  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk, 
and  delivered  by  said  selectmen  to  each  representative  within  ten 
days  next  after  such  election.  And  the  towns  and  plantations,  or- 
ganized by  law,  belonging  to  any  class  herein  provided,  shall  hold 
their  meetings  at  the  same  time  in  the  respective  towns  and  planta- 
tions ;  and  the  town  and  plantation  meetings  in  such  towns  and 
plantations,  shall  be  notified,  held,  and  regulated,  the  votes  received, 
sort-ed,  counted  and  d^lared,  in  the  same  maimer.     And  the  asses- 
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liahed,  unless  at  the  time  of  making  such  endowment,  the  Legisbir 
tnre  of  the  State  shall  have  the  right  to  grant  any  fiirther  powers 
to  alter,  limit  or  restrain  any  of  the  powers  vested  in  any  such 
literary  institution,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  to  promote  the 
best  interests  thereof 

ARTICLE  IX. 

General  Promsiaru. 

Bbc.  1.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  either  of  the  places 
or  offices  provided  in  this  Constitution,  and  every  person  elected, 
appointed,  or  commissioned,  to  any  judicial,  executive,  military,  or 
other  office  under  this  State,  shall,  before  he  enter  on  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  take  and  subscribe  the  following 

oath  or  affirmation ;  '*  I, ,  do  swear,  that  I  will  support  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State,  so  long  as  I 
shall  continue  a  citizen  thereof     So  help  me  God." 

**  I, ,  do  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge,  to  the  best 

of  my  abilities,  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as ,  according  to 

the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  State :  so  help  nic  God :"  pro- 
vided, that  an  affirmation  in  the  above  forms  may  be  substituted, 
when  the  persons  shall  be  cousciciitiously  scrupulous  of  taking  and 
subscribinff  an  oath. 

The  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the 
Governor  and  counselors  before  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate, 
in  the  presence  of  both  bouses  of  the  Legislature,  and  by  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  by 
the  residue  of  said  officers  before  such  person  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  Legislature ;  and,  whenever  the  Governor  or  any  counsellor 
shall  not  be  able  to  attend,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  to 
take  and  subscribe  said  oaths  or  affirmations,  such  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions may  be  taken  and  subscribed,  in  the  recess  of  the  Legislature, 
b^re  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court :  provided,  that 
the  senators  and  representatives  first  elected  under  thib  Constitu- 
tion shall  take  and  subscribe  such  oaths  or  affirmations,  before  the 
Prcmdent  of  the  Convention. 

2.  No  person  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  or  of  any  inferior  court,  attorney-general,  county  attor- 
ney, treasurer  of  the  State,  adjutant-general,  judge  of  probate,  regis- 
ter of  probate,  register  of  deeds,  sheriffs  or  their  deputies,  clerks  of 
the  jnaicial  courts,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Legislature ;  and  any 
person  holding  either  of  the  foregoing  offices,  elected  to  and  accept- 
ing a  seat  in  we  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall  thereby  vacate 
mud  office  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exercising, 
at  the  same  time,  within  this  State,  more  than  one  of  the  offices  be- 
fore mentioned. 

3.  All  oomminions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  State,  signed  by 
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and  ^eti^d  up  in  open  ton  and  plantation  meetings,  and  tbe  town 
and  plantation  clerks,  reapeotirely,  ahall  caose  the  eame  to  be  deliv- 
ered into  tbe  secretary's  office  tmrty  dajs  at  least  before  tbe  first 
Wednesda;  of  January.  AH  other  qualified  electors,  living  in  pUi- 
oes  unincorporated,  who  shall  be  assessed  to  the  support  of  govern- 
ment by  the  assessors  of  an  adjacent  torn,  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  votine  for  senators,  representatives,  and  gevernor,  in  suoh  town, 
and  sIibU  be  notified  by  the  selectmen  thereof,  for  the  purpose  ac- 
cordingly. 

4.  The  governor  and  council  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  re- 
turned  copies  of  suoh  lists,  and,  twenty  days  before  the  said  first 
Wednesday  of  January,  issue  a  summons  -o  such  persout)  aa  sh^ 
appear  to  be  elected  bs  a  majority  of  the  voics  in  each  district,  to 
attend  that  day  and  take  their  seats. 

5.  The  Senate  shall,  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  of  January,  an- 
nually, determine  who  are  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes  to  be  sena- 
tors in  each  district ;  and,  in  case  the  full  unmber  of  senators  to  be 
elected  from  each  district  shall  not  have  been  so  elected,  tbe  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Beprcscntatives,  and  such  senators  as  nball 
have  been  elected,  shall,  from  the  highest  number  of  the  persons 
voted  for,  on  said  lists,  equal  to  twice  the  number  of  senators  defi- 
cient, in  every  district  if  there  be  so  many  voted  for,  elect,  by  joint 
ballot,  the  number  of  dfenstora  required  ;  and  in  this  manner  all 
vacancies  in  the  Senate  shall  be  supplied,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
such  vacancies  happen.     , 

6.  The  senators  shall  be  twenty^five  years  of  age  at  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  the  term  for  which  they  are  eleoted,  and  in  all  other  respects 
their  qualifications  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Tepreeeatatives. 

7.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeaobmenta ; 
'      '  "  r  that  purptisf?,  shall  be  on   oath  ur  affirmation  : 
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of  adjournment,  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  pre- 
sen  ted  to  the  Governor,  and  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  if  not, 
he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  its  jour- 
nals, and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration, 
two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  it,  it  shall  be  sent,  to- 
gether with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  be 
reconsidered ;  and,  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall 
have  the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been  signed  by  the  Governor ;  but. 
in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  taken  by  yean 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the 
bill  or  resolution,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  both  houses 
respectively.  If  the  bill  or  resolution  shall  not  be  returned  by  the 
Governor  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  it  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if 
he  had  signed  it ;  unless  the  Legislature  by  their  adjournment  pre- 
vent its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  have  such  force  and  effect, 
unless  returned  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

3.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections  and  qualifica- 
tions of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 
and  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  shall  provide. 

4.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  pun- 
ish its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and,  with  thie  concurrence 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
cause. 

5.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish its  proceedings,  except  such  parts  as,  in  their  judgment,  may 
require  secrecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
house,  on  any  Question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  those  pre- 
sent, be  entered  on  the  journals. 

6.  EacUiouse,  during  its  session,  may  punish,  by  imprisonment, 
any  person,  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  behaviour 
in  its  presence ;  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings ;  threatening, 
assaulting,  or  abusing  any  of  its  members  for  anytning  said,  done« 
or  doing,  in  either  house :  Provided,  that  no  imprisonment  shall- 
extend  beyond  the  period  of  the  same  session. 

7.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  such  compensa- 
tion as  shall  be  established  by  law ;  but  no  law  increasing  their 
oompensation  shall  take  effect  during  the  existence  of  the  Legislature 
which  enacted  it.  The  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  traveling  to  the  Legislature  and  returning  there- 
from, once  in  each  session,  and  no  more,  shall  be  paid  by  the  State, 
out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  every  member  who  shall  seasonably 
attend,  in  the  judgment  of  the  House,  and  does  ndt  depart  there- 
firom  without  leave. 

8.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases,  except 
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felony,  or  brttoli  of  the  {WMe,  be  privileged  from  arres 
unnag  ibeir  attendauoe  at,  going  to,  and  returning  from  each  bm 
don  «  th«  Legislature,  and  no  member  Bholl  be  liable  fbr  «□  jthii^ 
afokxiB  i^  debate  in  either  hoiue,  in  any  coort  or  place  elsewhere. 

9.  BSts,  orders,  or  resolntions  may  originate  in  either  hoose,  mo* 
may  be  altered,  amended,  or  rejected  in  the  other ;  bnt  all  bills  fo 
raising  a  revenue  shall  ori^nate  in  the  House  of  Bopresentativef 
but  the  jlenat«  may  propose  amendments,  aa  in  other  oaaes  ;  pro 
?ided,"tliat  they  shall  not,  under  color  of  amendment,  introdnoe  an] 
tew  matter,  which  does  not  relate  to  raising  a  revenue. 

10:  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  t«rm  for  vrhiel 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of  profi 
under  this  State,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emolmnenti 
of  which  increased  during  such  term,  except  auch  offices  as  may  Iv 
filled  by  elections  by  the  people :  provided  that  this  prohibitioi 
shall  not  extend  to  the  members  of  tne  first  Lesislatare. 

11.  No  member  of  Congress,  nor  person  holaing  any  office  nnde* 
the  United  States  (post  officers  excepted],  nor  office  of  profit  andei 
this  State,  justices  of  the  peace,  notaries  public,  coroners,  aod  o£ 
oere  of  the  militia,  excepted,  shall  have  a  seat  in  either  bonse  dnrini 
his  being  such  member  of  Congress,  or  his  continuing  in  sach  offioe 

12.  Neither  house  shall,  during  the  session,  without  the  oonsen* 
of  the  other,  adjourn  t(xt  more  than  two  daja,  nor  to  any  oljier  plao" 
than  that  in  which  the  honaes  shall  be  sitting. 

ARTICLE  V. 
PiRT  FIRST. — Executive  Pimtt. 
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4.  The  Governpr  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  his  term,  be  not 
less  than  thirty  years  of  age ;  a  natural  bom  citiien  of  the  United 
States  ;  have  been  five  years,  or  from  the  adoption  of  this  Constipa- 
tion, a  resident  of  the  State ;  and  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and^ 
durine  the  term  for  which  he  is  elected,  be  a  resident  of  sud  Stated 

5.  No  person  holding  any  office  or  place  under  the  United  States, 
this  State,  or  any  other  power,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor. 

6.  The  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
cqm^^sation,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  his 
ciH^^^uhce  in  office. 

T.rHc  sliall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
^Ofte^  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  called  into  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States ;  but  he  shall  not  march  nor  convey  any  of  the 
citizens  out  of  the  State  without  their  consent,  or  that  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, unless  it  shall  become  necessary,  in  order  to  march  or  transport 
them  from  one  part  of  the  State  to  another,  for  the  defense  thereof 

8.  He  shall  nominate,  and.  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council,  appoint,  all  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  the  sheriff, 
coroners,  regi.sters  of  prolmte,  and  notaries  public;  and  ho  shall 
also  nominate,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  ap- 
point, all  other  civil  and  military  officers  whose  appointment  is  not. 
by  this  Constitution  or  shall  not  by  law,  be  otherwise  provided  for ; 
and  every  such  nomination  shall  be  made  seven  days  at  least  prior 
to  such  appointment. 

9.  lie  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  the  Legislature  information  of 
the  condition  of  the  Stat«,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration 
such  measures  as  he  may  judge  expedient. 

10.  He  may  retjuire  information  from  any  military  officer,  or  any 
officer  in  the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

11.  He  shall  have  power,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council,  to  remit,  after  conviction,  all  forfeitures  and  penalties,  and 
grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

12.  He.  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

13.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  Legisla- 
ture; and,  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with 
respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  day  of  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing ;  and  if,  since  their  last  adjournment,  the  place  where  the  Legis- 
lature were  next  to  convene,  shall  have  become  dangerous  from  an 
enemy,  or  contagious  sickness,  may  direct  the  session  to  be  held  at 
some  other  convenient  place  within  the  State. 

1 4.  Whenever  the  office  of  Governor  shall  become  vacant  by  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor  until  another  Governor 
shall  be  duly  qualified ;  and,  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval from  office,  or  other  disqualification  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  so  exercising  the  office  of  Gx)vemor,  the  Speaker  of  the 
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House  of  RcprcflcntatiTcs- shall  viercuo  the  office,  unUI  a  Preside:  ^^ 
rf  tho  Senate  Bhall  have  been  ohoften  ;  and  when  the  office  of  G  overntf^^^ 
PreMdent  of  (he  Senate,  &nd  Speaker  of  the  House  shall  becoir'^^ 
vacant,  in  the  rccetut  of  the  Senate,  the  person  ucling  as  Secretary  U^^ 
State  for  the  time  beiug  shall,  by  prockmBtton,  convene  the  Senattf^^ 
thitt  a  President  maybe  chosen  to  exercise  the  office  of  Governor.    An^^ 
whenever    either  the  President  of  the  Sfiiuteor  Speaker  uf   th<? 
HoDM  ihall  so  exercise  said  office,  lie  nhall  receive  only  the  compm' 
sation  of  Q-ovcrnor.  but  hifl  duties  d-i  Prc»>idi<iit  or  Speaker- fllnrfjMS^ 
nupendcd;  and  the  Senate  or  Hou»t  shall  ftll  the  vacancy,  litttlii^tis' 
duties  as  Governor  shall  ecasc.  '  -'«< ' 

Part  seconh. —  Caimril. 
Sec.  1.  There  shoU be  a  Conneil,  to  consiKt  of  iiovon  persona, citizona 
of  the  United  States,  and  residents  of  this  State,  to  advice  the  C!ov- 
emor  in  tho  eieeutiye  part  of  the  (rovcrninent,  whom  the  Governor 
■hall  have  full  power,  at  bin  discretion,  to  asaeml'le  ;  and  he,  with 
the  oonnsetors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold 
and  keep  a  conneil,  for  ordering  and  ^ireeting  the  nlfairs  of  St.tt<^  nc- 
oordiug  to  law, 

2,  The  counselors  shall  be  eho^en  aiinuiilly,  on  the  first  Wed- 
needav  of  January,  by  joint  liallol  of  the  Ketiators  and  represonta- 
Uvcs  in  convention  ;  and  vaeancie?  which  shall  afterwards  Iiapncn. 
ahall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner ;  but  not  more  than  one  couuael- 
OT  shall  be  elected  from  any  district  prescribed  for  the  cluctiou  of 
senators  ;  and  they  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  senators  and  representatives. 

3.  The  resolutions  and  advice  of  council  shall  be  recorde<l  in  a 

aister,  and  signed  by  the  members  a|^eciug  thereto,  which  may  bo 
ed  for  by  cither  bouse  of  the  Legislature  ;    and  any  couoselor 
may  enter  his  dissent  to  the  retiolution  of  the  majority. 

4  No  member  of  Congress,  or  of  tho  Legi^tlaturo  of  this  State 
nor  any  person  holding  uny  office  UTidcr  the  United  States,  (post  of- 
fiecrji  fitppt^'d,)  nor  any  civil  officers  under  this  State,  (justicea  <. 


> 
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4.  He  shall  carefully  Vedp  and  fj^serve  the  records  of  all  the 

official  acts  uud  proceedings  of  the  Gt>vemor  and  Council,  Senate, 

and  House  of  Keprcsentattves,  and,  when  required,  lay  the  same 

Iwfore  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  perform  such  othef  duties 

MB  are  enjoined  by  this  Constitution,  or  shall  be  acquired  by  law. 

Part  fourth. — Treasurer.  .   • 

''^^'^Bbc^  L.Thc  Treasurer  shall  be  chosen  annually,  at  the  first  ses- 
,  JBMtaiai  the  Legislature,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  represen- 
'1fl6rai  in  convention,  but  shall  not  be  eligible  more  than  five  yean 
.  itfluiidiMsively. 

2.  The  Treasurer  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  hii  office, 
give  bond  to  the  State,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Logis- 
biture,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust 

3.  The  Treasurer  shall  not,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  en- 
gage in  any  business  of  trade  or  commerce,  or  as  a  broker,  nor  as  an 
agent  or  factor  for  any  merchant  or  trader. 

4.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  by  warrant 
from  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  in  consequence  of  appropria- 
Uons  made  by  law ;  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  at 
the  commencement  of  the  annual  session  of  the  Legislature. 

• 

ARTICLE  VL  ' 

Judicial  Power. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Su- 
preme Jndioiaf  Court,  and  such  other  courts  as  the  Legislature 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  establish. 

2.  The  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall,  at  stated 
times,  receive  a  compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during 
theif  continuance  in  office,  but  they  shall  receive  no  other  fee  or 
reward. 

3.  They  shall  be  obliged  to  give  their  opinion  upon  important 
questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn  occasions,  when  required  by  the 
Governor,  Council,  Senate,  or  House  of  Representatives.. 

4.  All  judicial  officers,  except  justices  of  tne  peace,  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior,  but  not  beyond  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

5.  Justices  of  the  peace  and  notaries  public  shall  hold  their  offices 
during  seven  years,  if  they  so  long  behave  themselves  well,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  term,  they  may  be  re-appointed,  or  others  ap- 
pointed, as  the  public  interest  may  reauire. 

6.  The  justices  ft  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall  hold  no  office 
under  the  United  States,  nor  any  state,  nor  any  other  office  under 
this  State,  except  that  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

MUUary. 

IBec.  1.  The  (ttptaiiis  and  subal terns  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected 
by  the  written  votes  of  the  members  of  their  respective  companies ; 
the  field-officers  of  regiments,  by  the  written  votes  of  the  cap- 
tains and  subalterns  of  their  respective  regiments ;  the  brigadier* 
Snerals,  in  like  manner,  by  the  field  officers  of  their  respective  4irKi-/; 
des.  y 

8.  The  Legishittire  shall,  by  law,  direct  the  manner  of  notifymgf  * 
*ttie  electors,  oondneting  the  elections,  and  making  the  returns  td^tne    ' 
Governor  of  the  officers  elected ;  and  if  the  electors  shall  neglect  o^* 
Vrfbae  to  teake  snch  elections,  after  being  duly  notified  according  to 
'tow,  the  Gt>vemor  shall  appoint  suitable  persons  to  fill  such  offices. 

3.  The  major-general  shall  be  elected  by  the  Senate  and  Honse 
-%f  Representatives,  each  having  a  negative  on  the  other.  The  adju- 
'%ailt-gMieral  and  <|Tiartermaster-general  shall  be  appointed  by  the 

Governor  and  Council ;  but  the  adjutant^neral  shall  perform  the 
dEties  of  qiiartermaster-general,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law. 
The  Inltjor^enerals  and  brigadier-generals,  and  the  commanding 
offioers  of  regiments  and  battalions,  shall  appoint  their  respective 
BtaiFoifficerfl ;  and  all  military  officers  shall  he  commissioned  oy  the 
Governor. 

4.  The  militia,  as  divided  into  divisions,  brigades,  regifncnts,  bat- 
talions, and  companies,  pursuant  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  shall 
remain  so  organized,  until  the  same  shall  be  altered  by  the  Legis- 
lature. 

5.  Persons  of  the  denomination  of  Quakers  and  Shakers,  justioes 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  ministers  of  the  gospel,  may  be 
exempted  from  military  duty  ;  but  no  other  person,  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  vears,  excepting  officers  of 
'Ae  militia  who  have  been  honorably  discharged,  shall  be  so  exempt 

'led,  unless  he  shall  pay  an  equivalent,  to  be  used  by  law. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 
lAUriUwrt. 

A  general  diffusion  of  the  advantages  of  education  being  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people :  to 
piromote  this  important  object,  the  Legislature  are  authorized,  and 
it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  require  the  several  towns  to  make  suiliaUe 
provision,  at  their  own  expense,  for  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  public  seheolf ;  and  it  shall  further  be  their  duty  to  enoounge 
imd  suitably  endow,  fhnn  time  to  time,  as  the  circumstanoes  of 
the  people  may  authorize,  all  academies,  oollege|,  and  seminaries  of 
leirning, within  the  State:  provided,  that  no  <^ation,  grant,  or  en- 
dowment^ shall  at  any  time  be  made  bv  the  Legislature,  to  any  lite- 
rary institution  now  established,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  estab- 
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liflhed,  unless  at  the  time  of  making  such  endowment,  the  Le^sla- 
tare  of  the  State  shall  have  the  right  to  grant  any  farther  powers 
to  alter,  limit,  or  restrain  any  of  the  powers  vested  in  any  suoh 
literary  institution,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  to  promote  the 
best  interests  thereof 

ARTICLE  IX. 

General  Provisions. 

Sec.  1.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  either  of  the  places 
or  offices  provided  in  this  Constitution,  and  every  person  elected, 
appointed,  or  commissioned,  to  any  judicial,  executive,  military,  or 
other  office  under  this  State,  shall,  before  he  enter  on  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  take  and  subscribe  the  following 

oath  or  affirmation :  *'  I, ,  do  swear,  that  I  will  support  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State,  so  long  as  I 
shall  continue  a  citizen  thereof     So  help  me  God." 

"  I, ,  do  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge,  to  the  best 

of  my  abilities,  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as ,  according  to 

the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  State :  so  help  me  God :"  pro- 
vided, that  an  affirmation  in  the  above  forms  may  be  substituted, 
when  the  persons  shall  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking  and 
subscribing  an  oath. 

The  oatbs  or  affirmations  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the 
Governor  and  counselors  before  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate, 
in  the  presence  of  both  bouses  of  the  Legislature,  and  by  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  by 
the  residue  of  said  officers  before  such  person  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  Legislature ;  and,  whenever  the  Governor  or  any  counsellor 
shall  not  be  able  to  attend,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  to 
take  and  subscribe  said  oaths  or  affirmations,  such  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions may  be  taken  and  subscribed,  in  the  recess  of  the  Legislature, 
b^ore  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court :  provided,  that 
the  senators  and  representatives  first  elected  under  thife  Constitu- 
tion shall  take  and  subscribe  such  oaths  or  affirmations,  before  the 
President  of  the  Convention. 

2.  No  person  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  or  of  any  inferior  court,  attorney-general,  county  attor- 
ney, treasurer  of  the  State,  adjutant-general,  judge  of  probate,  regis- 
ter of  probate,  register  of  deeds,  sheriffs  or  their  deputies,  clerks  of 
the  judicial  courts,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Legislature ;  and  any 
person  holding  either  of  the  foregoing  offices,  elected  to  and  accept- 
iDff  a  seat  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall  thereby  vacate 
said  office  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exercising, 
at  the  same  time,  within  this  State,  more  than  one  of  the  offices  be- 
fore mentioned. 

3.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  State,  signed  by 
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tho  GoTernor,  Bttcated  by  tlie  SwretBry  or  hia  deputy,  and  hi 
wal  of  the  State  thereto  affixed. 

4.  And  in  cue  the  elections  required  bj  this  ConBtitation 
first  Wednesday  of  January,  niinually,  by  tho  tvo  houaes 
Le^isUttnre,  Hhall  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  the  natne  n 
adjourned  from  dsy  to  day  until  completed,  in  tho  following 
the  Tocanciea  iu  the  Senate  shall  first  be  filled  ;  the  <]io%'crnor 
then  be  elootod,  if  there  be  no  choice  by  the  people  ;  and, 
wards,  the  two  houses  shall  eleet  the  Council, 

6.  Even  person  holding  any  civil  ofBcc  under  this  Stato  i 
removed,  ciy  im peach ni cut.  for  misdemeanor  in  office ;  and 
person  holding  any  office  may  be  removed  by  the  Governor,  w 
advice  of  the  Council,  on  the  addrens  of  both  branches  of  the 
laturo.  But,  before  sueh  address  nhall  pass  either  house,  the 
of  removal  shall  he  atuted  and  entered  un  the  jonrnal  of  the 
in  which  it  origiDat«d,  and  a  copy  thereof  served  on  the  poi 
office,  that  he  may  he  admitted  to  a  hearing  iu  his  defense. 

6.  The  tenure  of  all  offices,  which  are  not  or  slinll  not  be 
wise  provided  for,  shall  be  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Govern 
CoDucil. 

7.  While  the  public  expcnsea  shall  be  osaessod  on  pol 
eUates,  a  general  valuation  shall  be  tahen  at  least  once  in  ter 

8.  All  taxes  upon  real  estate,  assessed  by  authority  of  tliit 
shall  be  apportioned  and  asaossed  equally,  according  to  tl 
vilue  hereof. 

ARTICLE   X. 
Schfdvle. 
See.  1.  The  first  Legislature  shall  meet  on  the  Uxt  Wed 
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the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  and  vacancies  shall  be  ascertained  and 
.filled  in  the  manner  herein  provided ;  and  the  senators  to  be  elected 
on  the  said  first  Monday  of  April  shall^be  apportioned  as  follows : 

Tlic  county  of  York  shall  elect  three ;  the  county  of  Cumberland 
shall  elect  three ;  the  county  of  Lincoln  shall  elect  three ;  the  county 
of  Hancock  shall  elect  two ;  the  county  of  Washington  shall  elect 
one ;  the  county  of  Kennebec  shall  elect  three ;  the  county  of  Ox- 
ford shall  elect  two ;  the  county  of  Somerset  shall  elect  two ;  the 
county  of  Penobscot  shall  elect  one. 

And  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  elect- 
ed, ascertained,  and  returned  in  the  same  manner  as  herein  provided 
at  elections  on  the  second  Monday  of  September:  and  the  first 
House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  the  following  number,  to 
be  elected  as  follows : 

■  

County  of  York. — The  towns  of  York  and  Wells  may  each  elect 
two  representatives ;  and  each  of  the  remaining  towns  may  elect 
one. 

County  of  Cumherluml — The  town  of  Portland  may  elect  three 
represontativos ;  North  Yarmouth,  two ;  Brunswick,  two ;  Gorham, 
two ;  Freeport  and  Pownal,  two ;  Raymond  and  Otisfield,  one ; 
Bridgton,  Baldwin,  and  Harrison,  one  ;  Poland  and  Danville,  one ; 
and  each  remaining  town.  one. 

County  of  Lincoln. — The  towns  of  Georgetown  and  Phipsburg 
may  elect  one  representative ;  Lowistown  and  Wales,  one ;  Si 
<  rcorge,  Cushing,  and  Friendship,  one  ;  Hope  and  Appleton  Ridge, 
one  ;  Jeiferson,  Putnam,  and  Patricktown  Plantation,  one ;  AUm 
and  Whitefield,  one ;  Montville,  Palermo,  and  Montville  Planta- 
tion, one ;  Woolwich  and  Dresden,  one ;  and  each  remaining 
town,  one. 

Covnly  of  Hancock. -^T\iQ  town  of  Bucksport  may  elect  one  re- 
presentative ;  Deer  Island,  one ;  Castine  and  Brooksville,  one  ;  Or- 
land  and  Penobscot,  one ;  Mount  Desert  and  £den,  one ;  Vinal- 
havcn  and  Islcborough,  one ;  Sedgwick  and  Bluehill,  one  ;  Goulds- 
borough,  Sullivan,  and  Plantations  Nos.  8  and  9,  north  of  Sullivan, 
one;  Surry,  Ellsworth,  Trenton,  and  Plantation  of  Mariaville, 
one;  Lincolnville,  Scarsmont,  and  Belmont,  one;  Belfast  and 
Northport,  one ;  Prospect  and  Swanville,  one ;  Frankfort  and  Mon- 
roe, one  ;  Knox.  Brooks,  Jackson,  and  Thorndiko,  one. 

County  of  Washington. — The  towns  of  Steuben,  Cherry  field,  and 
Harrington,  may  elect  one  representative ;  Addison.  Columbia,  and 
Jonesborough,  one ;  Machias,  one ;  Lubec,  Dennysville.  Plantations 
No.  9.  No.  10.  No.  11,  No.  12,  one;  Eastport,  one;  Perry,  Robin- 
son, Calais,  Plantations  No.  3,  No.  6,  No.  7,  No.  15,  and  No.  16, 

one. 

County  of  Kennebec. — The  towns  of  Belgrade  and  Dearborn  may 
elect  one  representative;  Chesterville,  Vienna,  and  Rome,  one; 
Wayne  and  Fayette,  one;  Temple  and  Wilton,  one;  Winslow  and 
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China,  one  ;  Fair&x  and  Freedom,  one ;  Unity,  Joy,  and  Tweii«;« 
five  Mile  Pond  Plaatation,  one  ;  Jlarlcui  and  Malta,  ouo ;  aiid  cicxs 
remaining  town,  one, 

Conniff  of  Orford. — The  towns  of  Dizficld,  Mexico,  Wield,  ai  *» 
PlantatioDH  Nob.  1  and  4,  may  elect  nnc  rejjrciientatiTe ;  Jay  &■■£ 
Hartford,  one;  Liverniore,  one:  Kumfijrd,  Kast  Andover,  ara< 
Pbutationii  Nob.  T  and  8,  one ;  Turner,  one  :  Woodatdck,  I'ariu,  un  J 
Greenwood,  one ;  Hebron  and  Norway,  one;  (li load,  Bethel,  Nora 
ry,  Albany,  and  Howard's  Gore,  one  ;  Porter.  Hi  ram.  and  Brow:*# 
field,  one;  Waterford,  Sweden,  and  Lovcll.  one:  Denmark,  Fry-^ 
baqf,  and  Frycbnrg  Addition,  one ;  BncVfii;ld  and  Sumner,  •ine 

C'oan/y  of  Somfriel. — The  town  of  Fairfield  may  elect  one  rcpr»-i 
tentatiTe;  Norridgwock  and  Bloomfiold,  one ;  Htarks  and  Merccirj 
one;  Industry,  Strong,  and  New  Vineyard,  one  ;  Avon,  PLillipic] 
Freeman,  and  Kingfield,  one  ;  Aoiion,  New  Portland,  Euibdeii.  an  a'l 
Plantation  No.  1,  one  ;  Canaan,  Wnrnaw,  Palmyra,  St.  Albauii.  nn.  ■■ 
Corinna,  one  ;  Madiwin.  Snlon,  Bingham,  Mnsi-ow,  and  Nortlihil'  1 
one ;  Cornville,  Athena,  Harmony,  Itipley,  and  W'nrrcnstown,  one.    - 

CnnHtt/  of  Pruohsrot. — The  townHof  ilanipdun  and  NewLurg  lua-x 
elect  one  repreaentatJTe ;  Orrington,  Brewer,  and  Kddiij^dii,  ;iii*  < 
Plantation!!  adjacent,  on  the  eant  Hide  of  Penobscot  Kivcr.  otic  •: 
Bangor,  Orono.  and  Sunkliaic  Plantation,  one :  Dixinout.  Nuwpiirv  - 
Carmel,  Ilermon.  Stotson,  and  Plantation  No,  1,  in  the  tJtL  r«ii"L>- 
one;  Levant,  Corinth,  Exeter,  New  ('harlcxtown;  Blakcsbnrg,  PlniEi- 
tation  No.  1,  in  3d  range,  and  Plantation  No.  I.  in  4th  range,  one  r^ 
t>exter.  Garland,  Guilford,  Sangervillc,  and  Plantation  No.  3.  ir  £ 
6th  range,  one  ;  Atkinson.  Scbec,  Foxeroft,  Brownvillo,  Willinnisa 
bnrgh,  Plantation  No,  1,  in  rth  range,  and  PlauUtion  No.  3,  in  ;tr  .3 
range,  one. 

And  the  Secretory  of  State,  pro  Ifmporf,  shall  have  the  same  power"" 
and  bo  subject  to  the  Fame  duties,  in  relation  to  the  votes  for  Go\-i— 
emor,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  hai^  and  i»  subject  to,  by  this  Tunssa 
stitution :  and  the  election  of  Governor  sIilJI,  on  the  said  lau — 
Wednesday  in  May,  be  determined  and  declared  i 
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2.  The  period  for  which  the  goyemors,  senators  and  representa- 
tives, counselors,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  first  elected,  or  appoint- 
ed, are  to  ser%'e  in  their  respective  offices  and  places,  shall  commence 
on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  in  the  year  o(  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sancT  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  continue  until  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  Januar}',  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two. 

3.  All  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State,  and  not  repugnant  to  this 
Constitution,  shall  remain  and  be  in  force  until  altered  or  repealed 
by  the  Legislature,  or  shall  expire  by  their  own  limitation. 

4.  The  Legislature,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  houses  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  may  propose  amendments  to  this  Constitution : 
and  when  any  amendment  shall  be  so  agreed  upon,  a  resolution 
shall  be  passed  and  sent  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and 
the  assessors  of  the  several  plantations,  empowering  and  directing 
them  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  towns  and  planta- 
tions, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  at  their  next  annual  meet- 
ings in  the  month  of  September,  to  give  in  their  votes  on  the  <iue8- 
tion  whether  such  amendment  shall  be  made  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  voting  on  the  question  arc  in  fa- 
vor of  such  amondnient.  it  shall  become  a  part  of  this  Constitution. 

5.  All  officers  provided  for  in  the  sixth  section  of  an  act  of  the; 
Commonwealth  of  Massat^husetts,  passed  on  the  ninet<H}nth  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, entitled,  '*  An  act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the  District  of 
Maine  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State,"  shall  continue  in  office,  as  therein 
provided  ;  and  the  following  provisions  of  said  act  shall  be  a  part  of 
this  Constitution  :  subject,  however,  to  be  modified,  or  annulled,  as 
therein  is  prescribed,  and  not  otherwise,  to  wit : 

"  Sect.  1 .  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  in  this  Legislature, 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Maine  are  desirous 
of  establishing  a  separate  and  independent  government  within  said 
district:  Therefore, 

"ifc  it  enacted^  by  the.  Senate  awl  Houm  of  RfpresrTUatu^s  in  Gen- 
eral Court  (usemhlefl^  and  by  the  auihority  of  the  same,,  That  the  con- 
sent of  this  commonwealth  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  given,  that 
the  district  of  Maine  may  be  fonned  and  erect'Od  into  a  separate  and 
independent  State,  if  the  people  of  the  said  district  shall,  in  the 
manner  and  by  the  majority  here! ti after. mentioned,  express  their 
consent  and  agreement  thereto,  upon  the  following  terms  and  condi- 
tions :  and,  provided  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sta,tes  shall  give 
its  consent  thereto  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next :  which 
terms  and  conditions  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

''  Fiffi.  All  the  lands  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  common- 
wealth within  Massachusetts  proper,  shall  oontinue  to  belong  to  said 
commonwealth ;  and  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  commonwealth 
within  the  district  of  Maine  shall  belong,  the  one  half  thereof  to  the 
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8:iid  commonwealth,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  State  to  be 
formed  within  the  said  district,  to  be  divided  as  is  hereinafter  luon- 
tionod  ;  and  the  lands  within  the  said  district,  which  shall  belong 
in  the  snid  commonwealth,  shall  be  free  from  taxation  while  tho 
title  of  the  said  lands  remains  in  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  rights 
of  tlie  commonwealth  to  their  lands  within  said  district,  and  the 
remedies  f<»r  the  recovery  thereof,  shall  continue  the  same  wlthiu 
the  proposed  State  and  in  the  courts  thereof,  as  they  now  arc  within 
the  said  commonwealth  and  in  the  courts  thereof;  for  which  pur- 
poses^ and  for  the  maintenance  of  its  rights  and  recovery  of  its 
lands,  the  said  commonwealth  shall  be  entitled  to  all  other  proper 
and  legal  remedies,  and  may  appear  in  the  courts  of  the  proposed 
State,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  holdeu  therein ;  and 
all  rights  of  action  for,  or  entry  into  lands,  and  of  action  upon 
bonds,  for  the  breach  of  the  performance  of  the  condition  of  set- 
tling duties,  so  called,  which  have  accrued,  or  may  accrue,  shall  re- 
main in  this  commonwealth,  to  be  enforced,  commuted,  released,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of,  in  such  manner  as  this  commonwealth  niay 
hereafter  det<;rmine:  provided,  however,  that  whatever  this  com- 
monwealth may  hereafter  receive  or  obtain  on  account  thereof,  if 
any  thing  shall.  aft<?r  deducting  all  reasonable  charges  relating  there- 
to, be  divided,  one-third  part  thereof  to  the  new  State,  and  two- 
third  parts  thereof  to  this  commonwealth. 

"  Sccon/l.  W\  the  arms  which  have  been  received  by  this  common- 
wealth from  the  United  States,  under  the  law  of  Congress,  entitled, 
'  An  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  militia  of  the  United  States,  passed  April  the  twenty-third,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,'  shall,  as  soon  as  the  said  district 
shall  become  a  separate  State,  be  divided  between  the  two  States,  in 
proportion  to  the  returns  of  the  militia,  according  to  which  the  said 
arms  have  been  received  from  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid. 

"  Third.  All  money,  stock  or  other  proceeds,  hereafter  derived 
from  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  claim  *of  this  common- 
wealth, for  disbursements  made,  and  expenses  incurred,  for  the  defence 
of  the  Stiite  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  shall  be  re- 
c(;ived  by  this  commonwealth  ;  and  when  received,  shall  be  divided 
between  the  two  States,  in  the  proportion  of  two  thirds  to  this  com- 
D'onwcalth,  and  one  third  to  the  new  State. 

"  Fourth.  All  other  property,  of  every  description,  belonging  to 
the  commonwealth,  shall  be  holden  and  receivable  by  the  same,  as  a 
fund  and  security  for  all  debts,  annuities,  and  Indian  subsidies,  or 
«^ldims,  due  by  said  commonwealth ;  and  within  two  years  after  the 
said  district  shall  have  become  a  separate  State,  the  commissioners 
to  Ix)  appointed,  as  hereinafter  provided,  if  the  said  States  cannot 
otherwise  agree,  shall  assign  a  just  portion  of  the  productive  proper- 
ty so  held  by  said  commonwealth,  as  an  equivalent  and  indemnifica- 
tion to  said  commonwealth  for  all  such  debts,  annuities,  or  Indian 
subsidies,  or  claims,  which  may  remain  due,  or  unsatisfied ;  and  all 
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the  surplus  of  the  said  property,  so  holdcn,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  di- 
vided between  the  said  commonwealth  and  the  said  district  of  Maine, 
in  the  ])roportiou  of  two-thirds  to  the  said  commonwealth  and  one- 
third  to  the  said  district ;  and  if^  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, the  whole  of  said  property,  so  held,  as  a  fund  and  secu- 
rity, shall  not  be  suificient  indemnification  for  the  purpose,  the  said 
district  shall  be  liable  for,  and  shall  pay  to  said  commonwealth,  one- 
third  of  the  deficiency. 

^-  Fifth.  The  new  State  shall,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments can  lie  made  fur  that  purpose,  assume  and  perform  all  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  this  commonwealth  towards  the  Indians 
within  said  district  of  Maine,  whether  the  same  arise  from  treaties, 
OP  otherwise ;  and  for  this  purpose  shall  obtain  the  assent  of  said 
Indians,  and  their  relousti  to  this  commonwealth  of  claims  and  stip- 
ulations arising  under  the  treaty  at  present  existing  between  the 
said  commonwealth  and  said  Indians :  and,  as  indemnification  to 
such  new  State  therefor,  this  common  weal  tli,  w^hcn  such  arrange- 
ments shall  bo  eompletiMl.  and  the  said  duties  and  obligations  as- 
sumed, sljall  pay  to  .said  now  State  the  value  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  manner  foUowing,  viz. :  The  said  commissioners  shall  set  off, 
by  metes  and  bounds,  so  much  of  any  part  of  the  land,  within  the 
said  di.^trict,  falling  to  this  commonwealth,  in  the  division  of  the 
public  lands  hereinafter  provided  for,  as.  in  their  estimation,  shall 
be  of  the  value  of  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  and  this  commonwealth 
shall,  thereupon,  assign  the  same  to  the  said  now  State,  or,  in  Ilea 
thereof,  may  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  at  its  election : 
which  election  of  the  said  commonwealth  shall  be  made  within  one 
year  from  the  time  that  notice  of  the  doings  of  the  commissioners, 
on  this  subject,  shall  be  made  known  to  the  Governor  and  Council : 
and  if  not  made  within  that  time,  the  election  shall  be  wi,th  the  new 
Stat<j. 

"  Sixth.  Commissioners,  with  the  powers  and  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  this  act^  shall  be  appoinied  in  manner  following :  The  exe- 
cutive authority  of  each  State  shall  appoint  two ;  and  the  four  so 
appointed,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  appoint  two  more  ;  but. 
if  they  cannot  agree  in  the  appointment,  the  executive  of  each  State 
shall  appoint  one  in  addition ;  not,  however,  in  that  case,  to  be  a  cit- 
izen of  its  own  State.     And  any  vacancy  happening  with  respect  to 
the  commissioners,  shall  be  supplied  in  the  manner  provided  for 
their  original  appointment ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  powers  herein- 
before given  to  said  commissioners,  they  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  divide  all  the  public  lands  within  the  district  between 
the  respective  States,  in  equal  shares,  or  moieties,  in  severalty, 
having  regard  to  quantity,  situation,  and  nuality ;  they  shall  de- 
termine what  lands  shall  be  surveyed  and  divided,  from  time  to  time, 
the  expenses  of  which  surveys,  and  of  the  commissioners,  shall  be 
borne  equally  by  the  two  States.    They  shall  keep  fair  records  of  their 
doings,  and  of  the  surveys  made  by  their  direction,  copies  of  which 
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records,  authcnticstol  hj  them,  shall  be  dciMNitcd,  from  tim^-C 
time,  in  the  archives  of  the  respective  States  ;  truiiscripta  of  wh  cf  "^ 
prop<Tl;  ecrtified,  may  be  admit  ted  in  t;vidi>iiuc,  in  all  qnestiS:^' 
tonehin;^  the  subject  to  which  they  rclBlc.  The  executive  authoKO  > 
of  each  State  may  revoke  the  power  of  cither  or  both  its  comiEKf  > 
sioncrH ;  h.iving,  however,  first  appointed  a.  substitute  or  substitute'  - 
and  mny  fill  auy  vacancy  happening  with  respeut  to  its  own  cotniDCXf 
MODcra ;  four  of  Haid  com  iiiifisi oners   shall   constitute  a   quorum  ' 

the  trinsBction  of  business ;  their  deoinion  shull  bo  final  upon  ^ 
subjects  within  their  cognisance.  In  esse  i^aid  commiflsion  isliall  •  J 
pire.  the  same  not  hoving  been  completed,  and  cither  State  shnll     Xl 

2uest  the  renewal  or  filling  up  of  the  .same,  it  shull  be  renewed  t^ 
lied  up  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  provided  for  filline  t  ? 
same  in  the  first  iniitBDee,  and  with  the  like  powers  :  and  if  citU^ 
shall,  after  sis  months'  notice,  neglect  or  refuse  to  appoint  it«  coo— 
missioncrs.  the  other  may  fill  up  the  whole  commission. 

"  Sevcnlk.  All  grunts  of  lands,  frunehJNCK.  iminunitiei),  oorpor^'^ 
or  other  rights,  ami  all  contracts  for,  or  grants  of  lando  not  j%t 
located,  which  have  l)een,  or  may  be,  made  by  the  said  commas*- 
wealth,  Iwftirc  the  reparation  of  said  district  fhull  tuko  place,  nw-M^ 
having  or  to  have  <>ffect  within  the  said  ilistrict.  shall  continue        '' 
full  forci;.  uftiT  the  saiil  disitrict  shall  beeiUQe  a  separate  State.     B  *1 
the  grant  which  hsi*  been  made  to  the  President  and  trustooH  o 
Bowdoin  ('ullcge,  out  of  the  tax  laid  upon  the  lianks  within  tU  ^ 
oomminiwealth,  shall  be  charged  upon  the  tax  upr>n  the  banks  with:  m^ 
the  said  diHtrict  of  Maine,  and  paid  abcurding  to  the  terms  of  aa:-^ 
graut;  and  the  President  and  trustees,  and  the  overseers  of  baz. 
tlollegc,  shall  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  their  }><)weTS  and  privileges  E:^ 
all  respects :  m>  that  the  same  shall  not  be  subject  to  be   altere*^ 
limited,  ojinuUed.  or  restrained,  except  by  juilii-inl  process,  according 
to  the  principles  of  law  ;  and.  in  kU  grunts  hereafter  .to  bo  made,  hj 
either  Ktatc,  of  unlocated  land  within  the  said  district,  thi;  same  re- 
iH!r\'atioiis  shall  Iw  made  for  the  benefit  of  m-IiooIh.  and  of  the  min- 
istry, as  have  heretofiirc  been  usual  in  grouts  luado  by  this  oou- 
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Massadinsetts  proper,  uid  process  has  btten  served  within  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine ;  or  commenced  in  the  district  of  Maine,  and  process 
has  been  served  in  Massachusetts  proper,  either  by  taking  bail, 
making  attachments,  arresting  and  detaining  persons,  or  otherwise, 
where  execution  remains  to  be  done ;  and  in  such  suits,  the  courts 
within  Massachusetts  proper,  and  within  the  proposed  State,  shall 
continue  to  have  the  same  jurisdiction  as  if  the  said  district  had 
still  remained  a  part  of  the  commonwealth.  And  this  common- 
wealth shall  have  the  same  remedies  within  the  proposed  State  as  it 
now  has,  for  the  collection  of  all  taxes,  bonds,  or  debts,  which  may 
be  assessed,  due,  made,  or  contracted,  by,  to,  or  with  the  common- 
wealth, on  or  before  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  March,  within  the  said 
district  of  Maine ;  and  all  officers  within  Massachusetts  proper  and 
the  district  of  Maine  shall  conduct  themselves  accordingly. 

"  Ninth.  These  terms  and  conditions|his  here  set  forth,  when  the 
said  district  shall  become  a  separate  and  independent  State,  shall. 
ipsofario^  be  incorporated  into,  and  become,  and  be  a  part  of,  any 
constitution,  provisional  or  other,  under  which  the  government  of 
the  said  proposed  State  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  administered ; 
subject,  however,  to  be  modified  or  annulled  by  the  agreement  of 
the  Legislature  of  both  the  said  States ;  but  by  no  other  power  or 
body  whatsoever." 

Se(\  6.  This  Constitution  shall  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  de- 
posited in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
State ;  and  printed  copies  thereof  shall  be  prefixed  to  the  books 
containing  the  laws  of  this  State. 

Done  in  Convention,  October  29,  1819. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION, 

Adopted  in  pwsuance  of  the  Fowrth  Sedion  of  the  Ihnth  Ariide  tfthe 

original  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  electors  resident  in  any  city,  may,  at  any  meeting  duly  noti- 
fied for  the  choice  of  representatives,  vote  for  such  representatives 
in  their  respective  wara  meetings ;  and  the  wardens  in  said  wards 
shall  preside  impartially  at  such  meetings,  receive  votes  of  all  quali- 
filed  electors  present,  sort,  count,  and  declare  them  in  open  ward 
meetings,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  ward  clerk,  who  shall  form  a 
list  of  the  persons  voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  per- 
son against  his  name ;  shall  make  a  fair  record  thereof  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  wardens,  and  in  open  ward  meeting ;  and  a  fair  copy  of 
list  shall  be  attested  by  the  warden  and  ward  clerk,  sealed  up 
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in  open  w&nl  tiiuptiiig.  and  duliveruil  ti>  tlic  city  dork  witliio  twcutv- 
four  h^nfA  aftur  the  cl"W  of  tlip  pulls.  Ami  tli«  iiMi-rmen  t»f  niiv 
city  shall  Ikj  in  i-i'iiaidn.  at  their  uriuul  pbn-e  nf  nioetiiip;.  within 
twenty-four  hours  aftor  uny  election,  and  in  tlie  urosuncu  of  tlic  uitv 
elurk,  shall  pxamine  and  compare  the  copies  of  paid  lints ;  and  in 
COM  any  pcri<on  ithall  have  received  a  niajority  of  all  the  votu.-i.  be 
>hall  he  declared  elected  hy  ttie  aldiTinen;  and  the  city  clerk  of  a:iv 
city  shall  make  a  reeord  thereof,  and  the  .ildcnuen  and  oity  i-lcrk 
shall  deliver  certified  copies  of  Hueli  li»<tH  to  the  person  or  jiorsoim 
«>  elected,  irithin  ten  davH  after  the  election.  And  the  cleetfird  reiii- 
dcnt  in  any  city  mav,  at  an^  meeting  duly  imtitied  and  Iioldcn  far 
the  elioice  of  any  ntlier  civd  officcn  fur  whom  they  have  buuii  rc*- 
iiuired  heretofore  tn  rote  in  town  mcctiiij;.  vote  fi>r  ;uoh  officers  iti 
tneir  rcnpeclire  wardx.  and  the  same  pnH.it.-dines  «Uall  be  bad  liy 
the  warden  and  ward  clerk  ^n  each  wanl,  an  in  Uio  case  of  votes  fiir 
rcpresentativcfi.  And  the  aldermen  of  iiny  city  nliall  be  in  »ci?»init 
within  twcnty-fowr  hours  after  the  eluse  nf  tlie  polln  in  sueli  mout- 
iogi),  anil  in  the  presenw?  of  the  city  clirk.  ^llall  ojicn,  exan>ino.  atiii 
itomparc  tlio  copies  from  the  listii  of  vot<'^'  jrivf'ii  in  the  several  wurdi*, 
of  which  the  city  clerk  shall  make  a  rirurd.  and  a  return  tbcroof 
■ilialt  }tc  made  into  the  Secretary  i>f  State's  •iffice,  in  the  .saino  inuii- 
iier  a»  sclectiifeii  of  tutrns  are  rei|uired  to  do, 

ARTICLK  II. 

No  person,  before  conviction,  shall  be  bailahle  for  any  of  th« 
crimes  which  now  are  or  have  been  denominated  enpitol  offenoeB 
«incc  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  when  tho  proof  is  evidoat 
or  the  prcsnmption  great,  whatever  the  punishment  of  the   crime 
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tiKartlw  Pilgrims  at  PlfEDonlh,  under  a  charter  to  F.  Ciorgea,  from  Jame*  I. 
Tbe  eartj  jnbibitaiitR  were  ^atly  asnoyed  by  the  Indfann,  and,  in  their 

Xled  wan  with  them,  luffcred  more  ilian  any  other  ol  [he  colouieii.  Thi* 
T  wu  twice  united  vilh  that  of  Massac husi^ its.  The  final  Kparalion 
took  ^ce  in  1741,  when  the  boondarifa  oT  the  two  colonies  were  settled. 
N«w  HampBhlre  publicly  declared  itself  independent  of  Massachosettit,  Jnne 
ISth,  17T6,  and  in  December,  of  the  same  year,  framed  a  temporair  form  of 
government.  The  lirat  Constitalion  wan  adopted  in  ITM.  This  Blatc  wax 
admllled  into  the  Union  in  1T8B.  Its  prewnl  Constitution  was  adopted  in 
ina.    Area,  9,380  aqnarc  miles.    PopulaUon,  in  1810, 384,574. 

CONSTITUTION. 

PART  I. 

Bill  ^  mghti. 

AxT.  1.  All  men  urn  bora  eqntlly  f^  and  independent :  There- 
tvre,  all  gOTemment,  of  right,  originatee  from  the  people,  is  ftnmdfld 
t,  and  uutituted  for  the  general  good. 
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2.  All  men  tmvo  certain  natural,  csRcntisl,  and  inherent  rights — 
among  whiirh  are.  the  enjoying  and  defending  life  aud  liberty,  ac- 
quiring, posucssinp,  aud  protecting  property ;  and.  in  a  word,  of 
seeking  and  obtaining  liappincxs. 

R.  When  men  cuter  mto  a  state  of  Bociet}',  tliey  surrender  np 
wiine  of  their  natural  rights  to  that  societj,  in  order  to  ensure  the 
pi'iU'ctiiin  iif  otiiont :  and  without  onch  an  oquiratcnt  the  surrendoi- 
if"  v'lid. 

1.  Ani'ing  llio  uatuml  rights,  tome  are  in  their  very  nature  »u- 
iiliiniBlilc.  becauHu  no  ciiuivalcut  can  bo  given  or  received  for  tliem 
Of  this  kind  art-  the  rlgAlt  tf  coMcu'itce. 

.1.  Kvery  indiridual  has  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  t(j  wor- 
ship (iod.  aecnrdin^'  tn  the  dielates  of  his  own  conscience  a&d  rca- 
mn  :  and  no  person  shall  be  hurt,  moleated.  or  restruned  in  hiB  per- 
M>n.  liberty,  or  estate,  for  vorsliiping  God  in  the  manner  inqst  agree- 
able to  the  dictates  of  iiii'  own  conttcicuce,  or  for  his  religious  pro- 
fesaion,  scntinients.  or  iterignaNion ;  provided  he  doth  not  dUturl. 
the  publie  peace,  or  ilistai'b  others  in  their  rcligiouti  worship. 

fi.  As  morality  and  piety,  rightly  grounded  on  evangelical  prin- 
ciples, wilt  give  the  best  and  greatest  security  to  governiuciit',  and 
will  hiy.  iu  tlie  hearts  i>f  men.  the  strongest  oblieationB  to  due  Rub- 
jeetiou  :  snrl  as  the  knowledge  of  these  is  most  likely  to  be  prnpn- 
gatod  tlirough  a  society  by  the  institution  of  the  public  woraliip  uf 
the  Deity,  and  of  public  instractjon,  in  morality  and  religion  ;  there- 
fore, to  promote  these  important  purposes,  the  people  of  this  State 
have  a  right  to  empower,  and  do  hereby  fully  empower,  the  Jjoffis- 
laturc,  to  authorixe,  from  time  to  time,  the  several  towns,  parishes. 
bodies  corjKirate.  or  religious  societies,  within  this  State,  to  malfi' 
adeqiint«  provision,  at  their  own  expeuso,  for  the  support  and  maiit- 
tcnance  of  publie  Frotctitant  tenehcrs  of  piety,  religion,  and  moral- 
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mud  do,  and  forever  hereafter  shall,  exercise  and  enjoy  every  power, 
jurisdiction,  and  right,  pertaining  thereto,  which  is  not,  ana  may 
not  hereafter  be,  by  them  oxpressw  delegated  to  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

8.  All  power  residing  originally  in,  and  being  derived  from  the 
people,  all  the  magistrates  and  officers  of  government  are  their  sub- 
stitutes and  agents,  and  at  all  times  accountable  to  them. 

9.  No  office  or  place  whatsover,  in  government,  shall  be  heredi- 
tary— the  ability  and  integrity  requisite  in  all  not  being  transmis- 
sible to  posterity  or  relations. 

10.  Government  being  instituted  for  the  common  benefit,  protec- 
tion, and  security  of  the  whole  community,  and  not  for  the  private 
interest  or  emolument  of  any  one  man,  family,  or  class  of  men : 
therefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  the  government  are  perverted,  or 
public  liberty  manifestl  v  endangered,  and  all  other  means  of  redress 
are  ineffectual,  the  people  may,  and  of  right  ought  to,  reform  the  old, 
or  establish  a  new  government.  The  doctrine  of  non-resistanoe 
against  arbitrary  power  and  oppression,  is  absurd,  slavish,  and  de- 
structive of  the  good  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

11.  All  elections  ought  to  be  free,  and  every  inhabitant  of  the 
State,  having  the  proper  qualifications,  has  an  equal  right  to  elect, 
and  be  elected,  into  office. 

12.  Every  member  of  the  community  has  a  right  to  be  protected 
by  it,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  property ;  he  is  there- 
fore bound  to  contribute  his  share  to  the  expense  of  such  protection, 
and  to  yield  his  personal  service  when  necessary,  or  an  equivalent. 
But  no  part  of  a  man's  property  shall  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied 
to  puUio  uses,  without  his  own  consent  or  that  of  the  representative 
body  of  the  people.  Nor  are  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  control- 
able  by  any  other  laws  than  those  to  which  they,  or  their  represen- 
tative body,  have  given  their  consent. 

13.  No  person  who  is  conscientiously  scrupulous  about  the  law- 
fulness of  bearing  arms,  shall  be  compelled  thereto,  provided  he  will 
pay  an  equivalent 

14.  Every  citiien  of  this  State  is  entitled  to  a  certain  remedy,  by 
having  recourse  to  the  laws,  for  all  injuries  he  may  receive  in  his 
person,  property,  or  character ;  to  obtain  right  and  justice  freely, 
without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it;  completely,  and  without  denial, 
promptly,  and  without  delay,  conformable  to  the  laws. 

15.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  crime  or  offence, 
until  the  same  is  fully  and  plainly,  substantially  and  formally,  de- 
aoribed  to  him :  nor  be  compelled  to  accuse  or  furnish  eviaence 
airainst  himself.  And  every  person  shall  have  a  right  to  produce 
afi  proofs  that  may  be  favorable  to  himself;  to  meet  the  witnesses 
against  him  £Etce  to  face ;  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defense, 
faj  himself  and  counsel.  And  no  person  shall  be  arrested,  impri- 
soned, despoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  prm- 
leges,  put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his 
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life,  liberty,  or  estate,  bat  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law 
of  the  land. 

16.  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried,  after  an  aoqmttal,  ibr 
the  same  crime  or  offence.  Nor  shall  the  Legislature  make  anj 
law  that  shall  subject  any  person  to  a  capital  punishment  (exoepiiiie 
for  the  government  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  militia  in  actmu 
service),  without  trial  by  jury. 

17.  In  criminal  prosecutions,  the  trial  of  facts,  in  the  vicinity 
where  they  happen,  is  so  essential  to  the  security  of  the  life,  liberty, 
and  estate,  of  the  citizens,  that  no  crime  or  offence  ought  to  be  tried 
in  any  other  county  than  that  in  which  it  is  committed,  except  in 
cases  of  general  insurrection  in  any  particular  county,  when  it  shall 
appear  to  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  that  an  impartial  triml 
cannot  be  had  in  the  county  where  the  offence  may  be  committed, 
and  upon  their  report  the  Legislature  shall  think  proper  to  direct 
the  trial  in  the  nearest  county  in  which  an  impartial  trial  can  be 
obtained. 

18.  All  penalties  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence.  No  wise  legislature  will  affix  the  same  punishment  to  the 
erimes  of  theft,  forgery,  and  the  like,  which  they  do  to  those  of  mur- 
der and  treason.  Where  the  same  undistinguished  severity  is  ex- 
erted against  all  offences,  the  people  are  led  to  forget  the  real  dis- 
tinction in  the  crimes  themselves,  and  to  commit  the  most  flagrant 
with  as  little  compunction  as  they  do  the  lightest  offences.  For  the 
same  reason,  a  multitude  of  sanguinary  laws  is  both  impolitic  and 
unjust :  the  true  design  of  all  punbhments  being  to  reform,  not  to 
exterminate  mankind. 

19.  Every  person  hath  a  right  to  be  secure  from  all  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures  of  his  person,  his  houses,  his  papers,  a&d  all 
his  possessions.  Therefore,  all  warrants  to  search  suspected  plaoea, 
or  arrest  a  person  for  examination  or  trial,  in  prosecution  for  orimi- 
nal  matters,  are  contrary  to  this  right,  if  the  cause  or  foundation  of 
them  be  not  previously  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  if  the 
order  in  a  warrant  of  a  civil  officer,  to  make  search  in  suspected 
places,  or  to  arrest  one  or  more  suspected  persons,  or  to  seize  their 
property,  be  not  accompanied  with  a  special  designation  of  the  per- 
sons or  objects  of  search,  arrest,  or  seizure ;  and  no  warrant  ought 
to  be  issued,  but  in  cases,  and  with  the  formalities,  prescribed  by  law. 

20.  In  all  controversies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  suits  be- 
tween two  or  more  persons,  excepting  in  cases  wherein  it  hath  been 
heretofore  otherwise  used  and  practised,  the  parties  have  a  right  to 
a  trial  by  jury ;  and  this  right  shall  be  deemed  sacred  and  inviola- 
ble ;  but  the  Legislature  may,  by  the  Constitution,  be  empowered  to 
make  such  regulations  as  will  prevent  parties  from  having  as  many 
trials  by  jury,  in  the  same  suit  or  action,  as  hath  been  neretofore 
allowed  and  practised,  and  to  extend  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  to  the  trials  of  suits  where  the  sum  demanded  in 
damages  doth  not  exceed  four  pounds,  saving  the  right  of  appeal  to 
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cither  party.  But  nd  Buoh  regulations  shall  take  away  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury,  in  any  case  not  m  this  article  before  excepted,  unless 
in  cases  respecting  mariners'  wages. 

21.  In  order  to  reap  the  fullest  advantage  of  the  inestimable  pri- 
vilege of  the  trial  by  jury,  ffreat  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  none 
but  qualified  persons  should  nc  appointed  to  serve ;  and  such  ought 
to  be  fully  compensated  for  their  travel,  time,  and  attendance. 

22.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  the  security  of  freedom 
in  a  State  ;  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be  inviolably  preserved. 

23.  Retrospective  laws  are  highly  injurious,  oppressive,  and  un- 
just. No  such  laws,  therefore,  should  be  made,  either  for  the  de- 
cision of  civil  causes,  or  the  punishment  of  offences. 

24.  A  well  regulated  militia  is  the  proper,  natural,  and  sure  de- 
fense of  a  State. 

25.  Standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to 
be  raised,  or  kept  up,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

26.  In  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  the  military  ought  to  be  under 
strict  subordination  to,  and  governed  bv  the  civil  power. 

27.  No  soldier,  in  time  of  peace,  shall  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  and  in  time  of  war,  such  quarters 
ought  not  to  be  made  but  by  the  civil  magistrate,  in  a  manner  or- 
dained by  the  Legislature. 

28.  No  subsidy,  charge,  tax,  impost,  or  duty  shall  be  established, 
fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  people,  or  their  representatives  in  the  Legislature,  or 
authori^  derived  from  that  body. 

/29.  The  power  of  suspending  the  laws,  or  the  execution  of  them, 
QUj^t  never  to  be  exercised  but  bv  the  Legislature,  or  b^  authority 
jjiinved  therefrom,  to  be  exercisea  in  snoh  particular  CBfiea  only  as 
^e  IiMnsUture  shall  expressly  provide  for. 

30.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  speech,  and  debate,  in  either 
house  of  the  Legislature,  is  so  essential  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  action,  complaint,  or  prose- 
cution, in  any  other  court  or  place  whatsoever. 

31.  The  Legislature  shall  assemble  for  the  redress  of  public  griev- 
ances, and  for  making  such  laws  as  the  public  good  may  require. 

32.  The  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner, 
to  assemble  and  consult  upon  the  public  good,  ^ive  instructions  to 
their  representatives,  and  to  request  of  the  legislative  body,  by  way 
of  petition  or  remonstrance,  redress  of  the  wrongs  done  them,  and 
of  the  grievances  they  suffer. 

33.  No  magistrate  or  court  of  law  shall  demand  excessive  bail  or 
sureties,  impose  excessive  fines,  or  inflict  cruel  or  unusual  punish- 
ments. 

34.  No  person  can,  in  any  case,  be  subjected  to  law  martial,  or  to 
any  pains  or  penalties  by  virtue  of  that  law,  except  those  employed 
in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  actual  service,  but  by 
aathority  of  the  Legialature. 
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35.  It  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  erery  in- 
dividual,  his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  character,  that  there  be  an 
impartial  interpretation  of  the  laws  and  administration  of  justice. 
It  IS  the  riffht  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  impartial  as 
the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is  therefore  not  only  the  best 
policy,  but  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  should  hold  their  offices  so 
long  as  they  behave  well ;  subject^  however,  to  such  limitations,  on 
account  of  age,  as  may  be  provided  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State : 
and  that  they  should  have  honorable  salaries,  ascertained  and  estab- 
lished by  standing  laws. 

36.  Economy  being  a  most  essential  virtue  in  all  states,  especially 
in  a  young  one,  no  pension  shall  be  granted  but  in  consideration  <^ 
actual  services ;  and  such  pensions  ought  to  be  granted  with  great 
caution  by  the  Legislature,  and  never  for  more  than  one  year  at  a 
time. 

37.  In  the  government  of  this  State,  the  three  essential  powers 
thereof,  to  wit,  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  ou^ht  to  be 
kept  as  separate  from,  and  independent  of  each  other,  as  the  nature 
of  a  free  government  will  admit,  or  as  is  consistent  with  that  chain 
of  connection  that  binds  the  whole  fabric  of  the  Constitution  in  one 
indissoluble  bond  of  unity  and  amity. 

38.  A  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  a  constant  adherence  to  justice,  moderation,  tem- 
perance, industry,  frugality,  and  all  the  social  virtues,  are  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  good  gov- 
ernment ;  the  people  ought,  therefore,  to  have  a  particular  regara  to 
all  those  principles  in  the  choice  of  their  officers  and  representatives : 
And  they  have  a  right  to  require  of  their  lawgivers  and  magistrates 
an  exact  and  constant  observance  of  them  in  the  formation  and 
execution  of  the  laws  necessary  for  the  good  administration  of  the 
government. 


PART  II. 

Form  of  GovemmerU* 

The  people  inhabiting  the  territory  formerly  called  the  province 
of  New  Hampshire,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  mutually  agree  with 
each  other  to  form  themselves  into  a  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent body  politic,  or  State,  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  New  Ham/p- 
shire. 

Creneral  Court* 

The  supreme  legislative  power,  within  this  State,  shall  be  vested 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  each  of  which  shall 
have  a  negative  on  the  other. 

The  Senate  and  House  shall  assemble  every  year  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June — and  at  such  other  times  as  ^ey  may  judge 
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necessary ;  and  shall  dissolve,  and  be  dissolved,  seven  days  next 
preceding  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  June ;  and  shall  be  styled 
Tht  GfJieraX  Court  cf  New  Hampshire, 

The  General  Court  shall  forever  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
erect  and  constitute  judicatories  and  courts  of  record,  or  other 
courts,  to  be  holden  in  the  name  of  the  State,  for  the  hearing,  trying, 
and  determining  all  manner  of  crimes,  offences,  pleas,  processes, 
plaints,  actions,  causes,  matters,  and  things  whatsoever,  arising  or 
nappening  within  this  State,  or  between  or  concerning  persons  in- 
habiting or  residing,  or  brought  within  the  same,  whether  the  same 
be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the  crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital, 
and  whether  the  said  pleas  be  real,  personal,  or  mixed ;  and  for 
awarding  and  issuing  execution  thereon.  To  which  courts  and  judi- 
catories, are  hereby  given  and  granted,  full  power  and  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  to  administer  oaths  or  aifiirmations,  for  the  better 
discovery  of  truth  in  any  matter  in  controversy,  or  depending  before 
them. 

And  farther,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and 
granted  to  the  said  General  Court,  from  time  to  time,  to  maJke,  ordain, 
and  establish  all  manner  of  wholesome  and  reasonable  orders,  laws, 
statutes,  ordinances,  directions,  and  instructions,  either  with  penal- 
ties, or  without,  so  as  the  same  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  thb 
Constitution,  as  they  may  judge  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  this 
State,  and  for  the  governing  and  ordering  thereof;  and  of  the 
citizens  of  the  same,  for  the  necessary  support  and  defense  of  the 

fovemment  thereof ;  and  to  name  and  settle  annually,  or  provide 
y  fixed  laws  for  the  naming  and  settling  all  civil  officers  within 
this  State ;  such  officers  excepted,  the  election  and  appointment  of 
whom  are  hereafter  in  this  form  of  government  otherwise  provided 
for ;  and  to  set  forth  the  several  duties,  powers,  and  limits  of  the 
several  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  State,  and  the  forms  of 
such  oaths  or  affirmations  as  shall  be  respectively  administered  unto 
them,  for  the  execution  of  their  several  offices  and  places,  so  as  the 
same  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  Constitution  ;  and  also 
to  impose  fines,  mulcts,  imprisonments,  and  other  punishments ; 
and  to  impose  and  levy  proportional  and  reasonable  assessments, 
rates,  and  taxes  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  residents  within,  the 
said  State ;  and  upon  all  estates  within  the  same ;  to  be  issued  and 
disposed  of  by  warrant,  under  the  hand  of  the  Governor  of  this 
State  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council, 
fdr  the  public  service,  in  the  necessary  defense  and  support  of  the 
Government  of  this  State,  and  the  protection  and  preservation  of 
the  citizens  thereof,  according  to  such  acts  as  are,  or  shall  be,  in 
force  within  the  same. 

And  while  the  public  charffes  of  government,  or  any  part  thereof, 
4diall  be  assessed  on  polls  ana  estates  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
heretofore  practised,  m  order  that  such  assessments  may  be  made 
with  equality,  there  shall  be  a  valoation  of  the  estates,  within  the 
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State,  taken  anew  onoe  in  cvenr  fiye  years  at  least,  and  as  mnoli 
oftener  as  the  GTeneral  Court  shall  order. 

No  member  of  the  General  Court  shall  take  fees,  be  of  counsel  or 
act  as  advocate,  in  any  cause  before  either  branch  of  the  Legislature ; 
and  upon  due  proof  thereof,  such  member  shall  forfeit  his  seat  in 
the  Legislature. 

The  doors  of  the  galleries  of  each  house  of  the  Legislature  shall 
be  kept  open  to  all  persons  who  behave  decentlv,  except  when  the 
wel&re  or  the  State,  in  the  opinion  of  either  branch,  shall  require 
secrecy. 

Senate. 

The  Senate  shall  consist  of  twelve  members,  who  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  one  year,  from  the  first  Wednesday  in  June  next  ensuing 
their  election. 

And  that  the  State  may  be  equally  represented  in  the  Senate,  the 
Legislature  shall,  from  time  to  time,  divide  the  State  into  twelve 
districts,  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be  without  dividing  towns  and  un- 
incorporated places  ;  and  in  making  this  division,  they  shall  govern 
themselves  by  the  proportion  of  public  taxes  paid  by  the  said  dis- 
tricts, and  timely  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  the 
limits  of  each  district. 

The  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  each  district,  qualified 
as  in  this  Constitution  is  provided,  shall  annually  give  in  their  votes 
for  a  senator,  at  some  meeting  holden  in  the  month  of  March. 

The  Senate  shall  be  the  first  branch  of  the  Legislature :  and  the 
senators  shall  be  chosen  in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  Every  male 
inhabitant  of  each  town,  and  parish  with  town  privileges,  and  places  "^ 
unincorporated,  in  this  State,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, excepting  paupers,  and  persons  excused  from  paying  taxes  at 
their  own  request,  shall  have  a  right  at  the  annual  or  other  meet- 
ings of  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  and  parishes,  to  be  duly  warn- 
ed and  holden  annually  forever  in  the  month  of  March,  to  vote  in 
the  town  or  parish  wherein  he  dwells,  for  the  senators  of  the  county 
or  district  whereof  he  is  a  member. 

Frorided,  nevertheless.  That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
electa  a  senator,  who  is  not  seized  of  a  freehold  estate,  in  his  own 
r^ht,  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds,  lying  within  this  State, 
who  is  not  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  who  shall  not  have  been 
an  inhabitant  of  this  State  for  seven  years  immediately  preceding 
his  election,  and  at  the  time  thereof  he  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
district  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

And  every  person,  qualified  as  the  Constitution  provides,  shall  be 
considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  of  electing  and  being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State,  in  the  town,  parish, 
and  plantation  where  he  dwelleth  and  hath  his  home. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  dnd  places  unincorporated. 
^pialified  as  this  Constitation  provides,  who  are  or  shall  be  requirsd 
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to  assess  taxes  upon  themselves  towards  the  support  of  ^oyernment^ 
or  shall  be  taxed  therefor,  shall  have  the  same  privilege  of  voting 
for  senators  in  the  plantations  and  places  wherein  they  reside,  ts 
the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  and  parishes  aforesaid  have 
And  the  meeting  of  such  plantations  and  places  for  that  purpose 
shall  be  holdcn  annually,  in  the  month  of  March,  at  such  places  re- 
spectively therein  as  the  assessors  thereof  shall  direct ;  which  as- 
sessors shall  have  like  authority  for  notifying  the  electors,  collecting 
and  returning  the  votes,  as  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks  have  in 
their  several  towns  by  this  Constitution. 

The  meetings  for  the  choice  of  Governor,  Council  and  senators 

shall  be  warned,  by  warrant,  from  the  selectmen,  and  governed  bj 

a  moderator,  who  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  selectmen,  (wheat 

duty  it  shall  be  to  attend.)  in  open  meeting,  receive  the  votes  of  all 

the  inhabitants  of  such  towns  and  parishes  present,  and  qualified  to 

vote  for  senators ;  and  shall,  in  said  meetings,  in  presence  of  tht 

said  selectmen  and  of  the  town  clerk,  in  said  meeting,  sort  and  count 

ihe  aaid  votes,  and  make  a  public  declaration  thereof,  with  the  naoM 

^  every  person  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  for  each  person : 

mnd  the  town  clerk  shall  make  a  fair  record  of  the  same  at  large,  in 

"the  town  book,  and  shall  make  out  a  fair  attested  copy  thereof,  to  he 

T>j  him  sealed  up  and  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  with  a 

superscription  expressing  the  purport  thereof:  and  the  said  town 

^slerk  shall  cause  such  attested  copy  to  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of 

the  county  in  which  such  town  or  parish  shall  lie,  forty  days  al 

least  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  June  ;  or  to  the  Secretary  of 

'the  State  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  said  first  Wednesday  ia 

June  ;  and  the  sheriff  of  each  county,  or  his  deputy,  shall  deliver 

«11  such  certificates  by  him  received,  into  the  Secretary's  office,  al 

least  thirty  days  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  June. 

And  that  there  may  be  a  due  meeting  of  senators  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June  annually,  the  Oovernor  and  the  majority  of  tha 
<}aancil  for  the  time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  the 
1-etumed  copies  of  such  records,  and,  fourteen  days  before  the  said 
Arst  Wednesday  in  June,  he  shall  issue  his  summons  to  such  per- 
sons as  appear  to  be  chosen  senators  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  at* 
€end  and  take  their  seats  on  that  day. 

Provided,  neverikeUs9,  That  for  the  first  year,  the  said  returned 
<<5opie8  shall  be  examined  by  the  President  and  a  majority  of  the 
doancil  then  in  office :  and  the  said  President  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, nottfjr  the  persons  elected,  to  attend  and  take  their  seats  ao- 
tx>rdingly. 

And  in  case  there  shall  not  appear  to  be  a  senator  elected  by  a 
inajoriW  of  votes,  for  any  district,  tne  deficiency  shall  be  applied  ia 
the  following  manner,  viz. :  The  members  of  the  House  of  Repre^ 
sentatives,  and  such  senators  as  shall  be  declared  elected,  shall  take 
the  names  of  the  two  persons  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  ia 
the  district,  and  <mt  of  them  shall  elect  by  joint  ballot  the  senator 
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wanted  for  such  district ;  and  in  this  manner  all  such  vacancies 
shall  he  filled  np  in  every  district  of  the  State ;  and  in  like  manner 
all  vacancies  in  the  Senate,  arising  hy  death,  removal  out  of  the 
State,  or  otherwise,  shall  he  supplied  as  soon  as  may  he  after  suoh 
vacancies  happen. 

The  Senate  shall  he  final  judges  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  their  own  memhers,  as  pointed  out  in  this  Constitu- 
tion. 

The  Senate  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  themselves,  provided 
such  adjournment  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

Promded^  neverthdess,  That  whenever  they  shall  sit  on  the  trial  of 
any  impeachment,  they  may  adjourn  to  such  time  and  place  as  thej 
may  think  proper,  although  the  Legislature  he  not  assemhlod  on 
such  day  or  at  such  place. 

The  Senate  shall  appoint  their  President  and  other  officers,  and 
determine  their  own  rules  of  proceedings :  and  not  less  than  seven 
memhers  of  this  Senate  shall  make  a  quorum  for  doing  husiness ; 
and  when  less  than  eight  senators  shall  he  present,  the  assent  of  five 
at  least  shall  he  necessary  to  render  their  acts  and  proceedings  valid. 

The  Senate  shall  he  a  court,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
hear,  try,  and  determine,  all  impeachments  made  hy  the  House  of 
Kiepresentatives  against  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  State,  for  hrihery, 
corruption,  malpractice,  or  maladministration  in  office ;  with  fidl 
power  to  issue  summons,  or  compulsory  process,  for  convening  wit- 
nesses hefore  them,  with  all  necessary  powers  incident  to  a  court  of 
trials ;  hut,  previous  to  the  trial  of  any  such  impeachment,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  shall  he  respectively  sworn  truly  and  impartially 
to  try  and  determine  the  charge  and  question,  according  to  evidence. 
And  every  officer,  impeached  for  hrihery,  corruption,  malpractice, 
or  maladministration  in  office,  shall  he  served  witn  an  attested  copy 
of  the  impeachment  and  order  of  the  Senate  thereon,  with  such  cita- 
tion as  the  Senate  may  direct,  setting  forth  the  time  and  place  of 
their  sitting  to  try  the  impeachment ;  which  service  shall  be  made 
hy  the  sheriff,  or  such  other  sworn  officer  as  the  Senate  may  appoint, 
at  least  fourteen  days  previous  to  the  time  of  trial ;  and  such  cita- 
tion being  duly  served  and  returned,  the  Senate  may  proceed  in 
hearing  of  the  impeachment,  giving  the  person  impeacned,  if  he 
shall  appear,  full  liberty  of  producing  witnesses  and  proofs,  and  of 
making  his  defense,  by  himself  and  counsel ;  and  may^  also,  upon 
his  refusing  or  neglecting  to  appear,  hear  the  proofs  in  support  of 
the  impeachment,  and  render  judgment  thereon,  his  non-appearance 
notwithstanding ;  and  such  judgment  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  if  the  person  impeached  had  appeared  and  pleaded  in  the 
trial.  Their  judgment,  however,  shall  not  extend  further  than  re- 
moval from  office,  disqualification  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  place  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State ;  but  the  party  so  convicted 
■hall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  pun- 
iriiment  aooording  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
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Whenever  the  Governor  shall  be  impeached,  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall,  during  the  trial,  preside  in  the 
Senate,  but  have  no  vote  therein. 

House  of  Represaiiatives. 

There  shall  be,  in  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  a  representation 
of  the  people,  annually  elected,  and  founded  upon  principles  of 
equality  ;  and  in  order  that  such  representation  mav  be  as  equal  as 
circumstances  will  admit,  every  town,  parish,  or  place,  entitled  to 
town  privileges,  httdng  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  male  polls,  of 
twenty-one  years  IHge,  and  upwards,  may  elect  one  representative : 
if  four  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  male  polls,  may  elect  two  represen- 
tatives ;  and  so  proceeding,  in  that  proportion,  make  three  hundred 
such  ratable  polls  the  mean  of  increasing  number,  for  every  addi- 
tional representative. 

Such  towns,  parishes,  or  places,  as  have  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ratable  polls,  shall  be  classed  by  the  general  assembly,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  a  representative,  and  seasonably  notified  thereof 
xVnd  in  every  class  formed  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose,  the 
first  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  in  the  town,  parish,  or  place 
wherein  most  of  the  ratable  polls  reside ;  and  afterwards  in  that 
which  has  the  next  highest  number ;  and  so  on,  annually,  by  rota- 
tion, through  the  several  towns,  parishes,  or  places  forming  the 
district. 

Whenever  any  town,  parish,  or  place  entitled  to  town  privileges, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  not  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls,  and 
be  so  situated  as  to  render  the  classing  thereof  with  any  other  town, 
parish,  or  place  very  inconvenient ;  the  general  assembly  may,  upon 
application  of  a  majoritv  of  the  votes  of  such  town,  parish,  or  place, 
issue  a  writ  for  their  selecting  and  sending  a  representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen 
annually,  in  the  month  of  March,  and  shall  be  the  second  branch  of 
the  Legislature. 

All  persons  qualified  to  vote  in  the  election  of  senators  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote,  within  the  district  where  they  dwell,  in  the  choice 
of  representatives.  Every  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot ;  and  for  two  years  at  least  next  preceding 
his  election,  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State ;  shall  have 
an  estate  within  the  district  which  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent, 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  one-half  of  which  to  be  a  free- 
hold, whereof  he  is  seized  in  his  own  right ;  shall  be,  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  he  may  be  chosen  to  repre- 
sent, and  shall  cease  to  represent  such  district  immediately  on  his 
ceasing  to  be  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

The  members  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  compen- 
sated for  their  services  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State,  by  a  law 
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made  for  that  purpose ;  such  members  attending  seasonably,  and 
not  departing  witliout  license.  All  intermediate  vacancies  in  the 
House  of  lleprcsentatiyes,  may  be  filled  up  from  time  to  time,  in 
the  same  manucr  as  annual  elections  are  made. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
State ;  and  all  impeachments  made  by  them  shail  be  heard  and  tried 
by  the  Senate. 

All  money-bills  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
but  the  Senate  may  propose  or  conour  with  amendments,  as  on  other 
bills. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  tJ^  power  to  adjoiirn 
themselves,  but  no  longer  than  two  days  at  a^Nre. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  a  quorum  for  doing  business ;  but  when  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  elected  shall  be  present,  the  assent  of 
two-thirds  of  those  members  shall  be  necessary  to  render  their  acts 
and  proceedings  valid. 

No  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  Senate  shall  be 
arrested  or  held  to  bail,  on  mesne  process,  during  his  going  to,  re- 
turn from,  or  attendance  upon  the  court. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  own  Speaker, 
appoint  their  own  officers,  and  settle  the  rules  of  proceedings  in 
their  own  house  ;  and  shall  be  judge  of  the  return,  elections,  and 
qualifications  of  its  members,  as  pointed  out  in  this  Constitution. 
They  shall  have  authority  to  punish,  by  imprisonment,  every  person 
who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  House  in  its  presence,  by 
any  disorderly  and  contemptuous  behaviour,  or  by  threatening  or 
ill  treating  any  of  its  members ;  or  by  obstructing  its  deliberations ; 
every  person  guilty  of  a  breach  of  its  privileges,  in  making  arrests 
for  debt,  or  by  assaulting  any  member  during  his  attendance  at 
any  session  ;  in  assaulting  or  disturbing  any  one  of  its  officers  in 
the  execution  of  any  order  or  procedure  of  the  House:  in  assauU- 
iug  any  witness  or  other  person  ordered  to  attend  by,  and  during 
his  attendance  on,  the  House,  or  in  rescuing  any  person  arrested  by 
order  of  the  House,  knowing  them  to  be  such.  The  Senate,  Gov- 
ernor, and  Council  shall  have  the  same  powers  in  like  cases :  pro- 
vided that  no  imprisonment  by  either  for  any  offence  exceed  ten 
days. 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings,  and  all  the  public  acts  of  both 
houses  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  printed  and  published  immedi- 
ately after  every  adjournment  or  prorogation  ;  and  upon  motion 
made  by  any  one  member,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  any  question 
shall  be  entered  in  the  journals :  and  any  member  of  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives  shall  have  a  right,  on  motion  made  at  the 
time  for  that  purpose,  to  have  his  protest  or  dissent,  with  the  rea- 
sons, against  any  vote,  resolve,  or  bill  passed,  entered  on  the  jonr- 
nalfl. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE.  69 


Executive  power. —  Governor, 

The  Governor  shall  be  chosen  annually,  in  the  month  of  March ; 
and  the  votes  for  Governor  shall  be  received,  counted,  certified,  and 
returned  in  the  same  manner  as  the  votes  for  senators ;  and  the 
Secretary  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  to  be  by  them  examined ; 
and  in  case  of  an  election  by  a  majority  of  votes  through  the  State, 
the  choice  shall  be  by  them  declared  and  published. 

And  the  qualifications  of  electors  of  the  Governor  shall  be  the 
same  as  those  for  senators  ;  and  if  no  person  shall  have  a  majority 
of  votes,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall,  by  joint 
ballot,  elect  one  of  the  two  persons  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes,  who  shall  be  declared  Governor. 

And  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  thjs  office  unless,  at  the  time 
of  hb  election,  he  shall  have  b^n  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  for 
seven  years  next  preceding,  and  unless  he  shall  be  of  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  and  unless  he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  have  an  estate 
of  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds,  one-half  of  which  shall  consist 
of  a  freehold,  in  his  own  right,  within  the  State. 

In  cases  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with  regard  to 
the  time  or  place  of  adjournment  or  prorogation,,  the  (Governor,  with 
advise  of  Council,  shall  have  a  right  to  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  Ge- 
neral Court,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  at  any  one  time,  as  he  may 
determine  the  public  good  may  require,  to  meet  at  the  place  where 
the  General  Court  shall  be  at  that  time  sitting ;  and  ho  shall  dis- 
solve the  same  seven  days  before  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  June. 

And,  in  case  of  any  infectious  distemper  prevailing  in  the  place 
where  the  said  Court  at  any  time  is  to  convene,  or  any  other  cause 
whereby  danger  may  arise  to  the  health  or  lives  of  the  members 
from  their  attendance,  the  Governor  may  direct  the  session  to  be 
holden  at  some  other,  the  most  convenient  place  within  the  State. 

Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  General 
Court  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor : 
if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  ho  shall  return  it,  with 
his  objections,  to  that  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who 
shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to 
reoonsider  it ;  if,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  that  house 
shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  such  objec- 
tions, to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered, 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  shall  become  a  law.  But 
in  all  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  or  against 
the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  house  respectively. 
If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  five  days 
(Sundiays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the 
shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the 
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Legislature  by  their  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in  whioh  0M6 
it  siiall  not  be  a  law. 

Every  resolve  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  before  the 
same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  beinff  disap- 
proved by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  the  Senate  and  House  ot  Bepre- 
sentatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the 
case  of  a  bill. 

All  judicial  officers,  the  Attorney-general,  solicitors,  all  sheiiflEB, 
coroners,  registers  of  probate,  and  all  officers  of  the  navy,  and  gene- 
ral and  field-officers  of  the  militia,  shall  be  nominated  and  appoint- 
ed by  the  Governor  and  Council ;  and  every  such  nomination 
shall  be  made  at  least  three  days  prior  to  such  appointment  *  and 
no  appointment  shall  take  place  unless  a  majority  of  the  Coan- 
cil  agree  thereto.  The  Governor  and  Council  shall  have  a  ne«itive 
on  each  other,  both  in  the  nominations  and  appointments.  Eyerj 
nomination  and  appointment  shall  be  signed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council,  and  every  negative  shall  also  be  signed  by  the  Governor  or 
Council  who  made  the  same. 

The  captains  and  subalterns,  in  the  respective  regiments,  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  field-officers,  and,  if  approved  by  the  Governor, 
shall  be  appointed  by  him. 

Whenever  the  chair  of  the  Governor  shall  become  vacant,  by  rea- 
son of  his  death,  absence  from  the  State,  or  otherwise,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  shall,  during  such  vacancy,  have  and  exercise  all  tho 
powers  and  authorities  which,  by  this  Constitution,  the  Governor  is 
vested  with,  when  personally  present ;  but  when  the  President  of 
the  Senate  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor,  he  shall  not  hold 
his  office  in  the  Senate. 

Tho  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  to  prorogue  the 
same  from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  in  any  one  re- 
cess of  said  Court ;  and  during  the  session  of  said  Court,  to  adjourn 
or  prorogue  it  to  any  time  the  two  houses  may  desire,  and  to  call  it 
together  sooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned  or  pro- 
rogued, if  the  welfare  of  the  State  should  require  the  same. 

The  Governor  of  this  State  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  command- 
er-in-chief of  the  army  and  navy,  and  all  the  military  forces  of  this 
State,  by  sea  and  land;  and  shall  have  fall  power,  by  himself  or  by 
any  chief  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  from  time  to  time, 
to  train,  instruct,  exercise,  and  govern  the  militia  and  navy;  and 
for  the  special  defense  and  safety  of  this  State,  to  assemble  in  mar- 
tial array,  and  put  in  warlike  posture,  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and 
to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  encounter,  repulse,  repel, 
resist,  and  pursue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  with- 
in and  without  the  limits  of  this  State ;  and  also  to  kill,  slay,  de- 
stroy if  necessary,  and  conquer  by  all  fitting  ways,  enterprise,  and 
means,  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  as  shall  at  any  time 
hereafter  in  a  hostile  manner  attempt  or  enterprise  the  destruction, 
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nvBsion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  this  State ;    and  to  use  and 
exercise  over  the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the  militia  in  aotaal  ser- 
ioe,  the  law  martial,  in  time  of  war,  invasion,  and  also  in  rebellion. 
^^declared  by  the  Legislature  to  exist,  as  occasion  shall  necessarily 
'^K^uire.     And  surprise,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatsoever,  all  and 
^^very  such  person  or  persons,  with  their  ships,  arms,  ammunition. 
•^land  other  goods,  as  shall  in  a  hostile  manner  invade,  or  attempt  the 
^i^nvading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  State :    And,  in  fine,  the 
^ijtovernor  is  hereby  entrusted  with  all  other  powers  incident  to  the 
•v-jffice  of  captain-general  and  commander-in-chief,  and  admiral,  to  be 
^exercised  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Constitution. 
sLind  the  laws  of  the  land :  Provided,  that  the  Governor  shall  not  at 
—  my  time  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  Constitution 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  to  him  by  the  Legislature,  trans- 
port anv  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  or  oblige  them  to  march 
^>at  of  tne  limits  of  the  same,  without  their  free  and  voluntary  con- 
sent, or  the  consent  of  the  General  Court,  nor  grant  commissions 
^or  exercising  the  law  martial  in  any  case,  without  the  advice  and 
^^nsent  of  the  Council. 

The  power  of  pardoning  oifences,  except  such  persons  as  may  be 
«x>nvicted  of  before  the  Senate,  by  impeachment  of  the  House,  shall 
1)6  in  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council :  but  no 
barter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  Gx)vernor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
Vsfore  conviction,  shall  avail  the  party  pleading  the  same,  notwith- 
standing any  general  and  particular  expressions  contained  therein, 
descriptive  of  the  offence  or  oflfences  intended  to  be  pardoned. 

No  officer  duly  commissioned  to  command  in  the  militia  shall  be 
removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  address  of  both  houses  to  the 
<3ovemor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of 
the  State  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  shall  appoint  their  ad- 
jutants and  quartermasters ;  the  brigadiers,  their  brigade-major ; 
the  major-generals,  their  aids ;  the  captains  and  subalterns,  their 
non-commissioned  officers. 

The  Governor  and  Council  shall  appoint  all  officers  of  the  conti- 
nental army,  whom,  by  the  confederation  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
provided  that  this  State  shall  appoint ;  as  also  all  officers  of  forts 
and  garrisons. 

The  division  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments,  and  compa- 
nies, made  in  pursuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  shall  be 
considered  as  the  proper  division  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  until 
the  same  shall  be  altered  by  some  future  law. 

No  moneys  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  State,  and 
disposed  of.  except  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
demption of  bills  of  credit,  or  treasurer's  notes,  or  for  the  payment 
of  interest  arising  thereon,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council,  for  the  necessary  support  and  defense  of  this  State,  and 


62  CONSTITUTION  OF 


for  the  necessary  protection  and  preservation  of  the  inhabitante 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  acts  and  resolves  of  the  General  Court 

All   public  boards,  the  commissary-general,  all  supcrintcudiiig 
officers  of  public   magazines  and  stores  belonging  to   this  State, 
and  all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrisons  within  the  same, 
shall,  once  in  every  three  months,  officially  and  without  requisition, 
and  at  other  times  when  required  by  the  Governor,  deliver  to  him 
an  account  of  all  goods,  stores,  provisions,  ammunition,  cannon,  with 
their  appendages,  and  small  arms,  with  their  accoutrements,  and  of 
all  other  public  property  under  their  care  respectively  ;  distinguish- 
ing the  quantity  and  kind  of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be  :  to- 
gether with  the  condition  of  such  forts  and  garrisons ;  and  the  com- 
manding officer  shall  exhibit  to  the  Governor,  when  required  by 
him,  true  and  exact  plans  of  such  forts,  and  of  tbe  land  and  sea,  or 
harbor  or  harbors  adjacent 

The  Governor  and  Council  shall  be  compensated  for  their  servi- 
ces, from  time  to  time,  by  such  grants  as  the  General  Court  shall 
think  reasonable. 

Permanent  and  honorable  salaries  shall  be  established  by  law  for 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 

CoutmU. 

There  shall  be  annually  elected,  by  ballot,  five  counselors,  for  ad- 
vising the  Governor  in  the  executive  part  of  the  government  Tbe 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants,  in  each  county,  qualified  to  vote 
for  senators,  shall,  some  time  in  the  month  of  March,  give  in  their 
votes  for  one  counselor ;  which  votes  shall  be  received,  sorted,  counted, 
certified,  and  returned  to  the  secretary's  office,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  votes  for  senators,  to  be  by  the  Secretary  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June. 

And  the  person  having  a  majority  of  votes  in  any  county  shall  be 
considered  as  duly  elected  a  counselor  ;  but  if  no  person  shall  have 
a  majority  of  votes  in  any  county,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  take  the  names  of  the  two  persons  who  have  the 
highest  number  of  votes  in  each  county  and  not  elected,  and  out  of 
those  two  shall  elect,  by  joint  ballot,  the  counselor  wanted  for  such 
county. 

PrnrifJed,  nevertheless^  That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
elected  a  counselor  who  has  not  an  estate  of  the  value  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  within  this  State,  three  hundred  pounds  of  which  (or 
more)  shall  be  a  freehold  in  his  own  right  and  who  is  not  thirty 
years  of  age ;  and  who  shall  not  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  thiB 
State  for  seven  years  immediately  preceding  his  election  ;  and  at  the 
time  of  his  election  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  in  whicii  he  is  elected. 

The  Secretary  shall,  annually,  seventeen  days  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June,  give  notice  of  the  choice  of  persons  elected. 

If  any  person  shall  be  elected  Governor,  or  member  of  either 
iranch  of  the  Legialatae,  and  shall  not  accept  the  trust ;  or  if  any 
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person  elected  a  counselor  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office ;  or  in 
case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any  counselor  out  of 
the  State,  the  Governor  may  issue  a  precept  for  the  election  of  a 
new  counselor  in  that  county  where  such  vacancy  shall  happen ;  and 
the  choice  shall  he  in  the  same  manner  as  before  directed  :  and  the 
Crovernor  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  convene  the  Council, 
from  time  to  time,  at  his  discretion  ;  and  with  them,  or  the  majority 
of  them,  may,  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  hold  a  Council,  for  order- 
ing and  directing  the  affairs  of  the  State  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

The  members  of  Council  may  be  impeached  by  the  House,  and 
tried  by  the  Senate,  for  bribery,  corruption,  malpractice,  or  malad- 
ministration. 

The  resolutions  and  advice  of  the  Council  shall  be  recorded  by 
the  Secretary,  in  a  register,  and  signed  by  all  the  members  present 
agreeing  thereto  ;  and  this  record  may  be  called  for  at  any  time  by 
either  House  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  any  member  of  the  Council 
may  enter  his  opinion  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  majority, 
with  the  reason  for  such  opinion. 

The  Legislature  may,  if  the  public  good  shall  hereafter  require  it, 
divide  the  State  into  five  districts  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be,  gov- 
erning themselves  by  the  number  of  ratable  polls,  and  proportion  of 
public  taxes :  each  district  to  elect  a  counselor ;  and  in  case  of  such 
division,  the  manner  of  the  choice  shall  be  conformable  to  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  election  in  counties. 

And  whereas  the  elections  appointed  to  be  made  by  this  Constitu- 
tion on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June  annuallv,  by  the  two  houses  of 
the  Legislature,  may  not  be  completed  on  tnat  dav,  the  said  eleo- 
tions  taay  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  until  the  same  may  be 
completed ;  and  the  order  of  the  elections  shall  be  as  follows :  the 
vacancies  in  the  Senate,  if  anv,  shall  be  first  filled  up ;  the  Governor 
shall  then  be  elected,  provided  there  shall  be  no  choice  of  him  by 
the  people ;  and  afterwards  the  two  houses  shall  proceed  to  fill  up 
the  vacancy,  if  any,  in  the  Council. 

Secretary  J  Treasurer,  Cammissary-CreTieral,  Spc, 

The  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Commissary-General  shall  be  chosen 
by  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives  assembled  in  one 
room. 

The  records  of  the  State  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  he  shall  attend  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  Senate  and 
representatives,  in  person,  or  by  deputy,  as  they  may  require. 

'The  Secretary  of  State  shall,  at  all  times,  have  a  deputy,  to  be  by 
him  appointed ;  for  whose  conduct  in  office  he  shall  be  responsible. 
And  in  case  of  the  death,  removal,  or  inability  of  the  Secretary,  his 
deputy  shall  exercise  all  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  this 
State,  until  another  shall  be  appointed.  The  Secretary,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  business  of  his  office,  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient 
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■UTeties,  in  a  reasoaable  sum,  for  the  nse  of  the  State,  for  iJti^w  ■ 
twJ  performanoe  of  hia  tnut. 

Cotmty  Treatuirer,  <^. 

The  connty  trouurera,  and  registers  of  deeds,  shall  be  electa 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  in  the  several  oonnties 
State,  according  to  the  method  now  praetised,  and  the  lawn 
Ptate. 

Pnmdfd,  rierrrtluleis,  The  Logislatnre  shall  haveaathority  t»i* 
the  manner  of  certifying  the  vot-os,  and  the  mode  of  electing  '3 
officers  ;  but  not  so  as  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  right  the^e 
have  of  electing  them. 

Aod  the  Legislature,  on  the  applicadon  of  the  major  part  • 
iohabitantB  of  anj  cuanty,  shall  have  authority  to  divide  tb^» 
into  two  districts  for  registoriDg  deeds,  if  to  them  It  shall  a^ 
necessary,  each  district  to  elect  a  register  of  deeds ;  and  befor>''a 
enter  upon  the  business  of  their  office,  shall  be  respeotlT^^ 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof,  and  shall  aererall^J 
bonds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  in  a  reasonable  sum,  for  tlie  k* 
the  eonnty,  for  the  punctual  performance  of  their  respeotiTe  W" 

JvAictary  Pou-er. 

The  tenure  that  all  commls^'ioitcd  officers  shall  have  bj  U  J 
their  offices,  shall  bo  expressed  in  their  respective  commisBion^M 
judicial  officers,  duly  appointed,  commissioned,  and  sworn,  shaL— 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  excepting  those  oonce  ^ 
whom  there  is  a  different  provision  made  in  this  Constitatioa  ; 
Tukd.  Mcerlkiltst.  the  Governor,  with  consent  of  Council,  mmj 
move  them  upon  the  address  of  both  houses  of  the  Leginlataro. 

Each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  the  &ovenior  I 
Council,  shall  have  authority  to  rcijuire  the  oninioDS  of  the  jostii 
of  the  Superior  Court,  upon  important  questions  of  law,  and  m 


solemn  occasions. 
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exceed  four  pouiuh,  and  the  title  of  real  estate  is  not  concerned ;  bnt 
with  right  of  appeal  to  either  party  to  sonic  other  court.,  so  that  a 
trial  by  jury  in  the  last  resort  may  Iw  had. 

No  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  a  judge  in  any  courts,  or  judge 
of  probata,  or  sheriiF  of  any  county,  after  he  has  attained  the  age  of 
fioventy  years. 

No  judge  of  any  court,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  act  as  an 
attorney,  or  Ihj  of  counsel  to  any  party,  or  originate  any  civil  suit, 
in  matters  wliich  shall  come  or  be  brought  before  him  as  judge,  or 
justice  of  the  peace. 

All  matters  relating  to  the  probate  of  wills,  and  granting  letters 
of  administration,  .shall  be  exercised  by  the  judges  of  probate,  in 
such  manner  a.s  the  Legislature  have  directed,  or  may  hereafter 
direct ;  and  the  judges  of  probate  shall  hold  their  courts  at  such 
place  or  places,  on  such  fixed  days  21s  the  couvtiniency  of  the  people 
may  require,  and  the  Legislature  from  time  to  time  appoint. 

No  judge  or  register  of  probate  shall  be  of  counsel,  act  as  advo- 
ifate,  or  receive  any  fees  as  advocate  f»r  counsel,  in  any  probate  busi- 
ness which  is  pending,  or  may  be  brought  into  :iny  court  of  probate 
in  the  county  of  which  he  is  judge  or  regi!>ter. 

Clerks  of  Oourfs. 

The  judges  of  the  courts  (tho:ic  of  the  probate  excepted.)  shall 
appoint  their  respective  clerks,  to  hold  their  office  during  pleasure ; 
and  no  such  clerks  sliaN  act  as  an  attorney,  or  be  of  counsel,  in  any 
cause  in  the  court  of  which  he  is  clerk,  nor  shall  ho  draw  any  writ 
originating  a  civil  action. 

EnrouragemefU  ofLUeraturfj  4"^. 

Knowledge  and  learning,  generally  diffused  through  a  cfinnnunityjf 
being  essential  to  the  preservation  of  a  free  government ;  and  spread- 
ing the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  through  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country.  Ijciiig  highly  condueivtj  to  promote  this 
end :  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legiiiktors  and  mni^i.^tratos,  in  all 
future  periods  of  this  government,  to  cherisli  the  interests  of  litera- 
ture and  the  sciences,  and  all  seminaries  and  public  .schools,  to  en- 
courage private  and  public  institution.^,  rewards,  anfl  immunities  for 
the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  sciences,  commerce,  trades,  man- 
ufactures, and  natural  history  of  the  country ;  to  countenance  and 
inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  Ix^nevolenee,  pub- 
lic and  private  charity,  industry  and  economy,  honesty  and  punctu- 
ality, sincerity,  sobriety,  and  all  social  affections  and  gener«m.^  sen 
timents  among  the  people. 

Oath  awl  sithscriptions :  cirlumn  from  offirrs;  mm  missions:  vrW/v  ; 
GtnififTmaiioiit  of  /fitrs;  hnht'as  rorpvs:  the.  fundi n a  sfj/lr:  continti- 
UiMfof  officers;  protrision  for  a  future  nrision  of  the  Co7istif  ftin/i,J^r. 

Any  person  chosen  Governor,  counselor,  senator,  or  reprcsenta- 
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Uve.  military  or  nivU  offi»ror  (town  cifficcM  excepted),  aceeptin^r  J 
truct,  nlmll,  Icfiiro  be  proeMtls  to  exeoute  the  duties  of  his 
make  and  Hubncrilw  tlio  fnUnwiuj!  dcclarutiuu.  vb. ; 

I,  A.  B.,  dii  soluiuTily  HWinr.  that  I  will  hear  faith  and  truest 
giftiicc  til  the  KtaU'  nf  New  Hniupshire,  and  will  Mupjmrt  tlies* 
stitutiou  thereof.     iSii  hi-lp  iif  Citl. 

I,  A.  B;,  do  solemnly  and  siiiei-rely  dwenr  and  affirm,  that   TZ 
faithfully  atid  impartially  diseharpo  and  perform  all  the  c» 

incumhc'iit  on  nie  us aotiirding  to  the  best  a=» 

abilitieis.  upreeably  to  the  rule^t  and  rt-gnlatiuua  of  this  Coic:k 
tion,  and  the  laws  of  the  State  'if  Now  HampBliirc.  So  Ar=^ 
God- 
Any  person  having;  taken  and  snb<erilicd  the  oath  of  allcg'  "^ 
and  the  Mme  being  filed  in  the  Scerotary's  office,  be  shall  c-« 
obliged  to  take  said  oath  again. 

Prodded  alic'ii/ii,  Wbrii  any  person  ebusen  or  appointed  as  t. 
uid,  shall  be  of  the  denomination  (Killed  Quakers,  or  sliall  be  ' 
puloHxnf  MTcaring.  and  Kball  decline  taking  the  tiaid  onth^^aE: 
shall  talte  and  hufwrrilie  tbeui.  omiltini;  the  word  airear,  and  ^3 
wise  the  wordd  m  help  mr  (lod.  subjoining,  instead  thereof,  thin^  ~ 
audrr  lA--  piiiin  and  jifnnHicx  ifpefjiiri/. 

And  the  oaths  or  affiruatiotw  cball  be  taken  and  suliscribc:^^ 
the  Governor,  lieforc  the  President  <if  the  Senate,  in  presoi^C 
both  liiiUifes  of  tlie  Li'gislature,  and  by  the  Kenators  and  rcprc^^ 
tivos  firtit  «le<^itcd  under  this  Constitution,  as  altered  and  ainc 
•hefore  the  President  of  the  State,  and  a  majority  of  the  Cor — 
"*"""   "T  office,  and  forever  afterwards    before  the   Governor     " 
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unv  artiVlc  wliicli  shall  aecidcn^dly  occasion  the  doath  of  any  per- 
'*on,  Ik;  henceforth  deemed  a  doodand,  or  in  any  wise  forfeited  on 
nccount  *)f  such  misfortune. 

All  the  laws  which  liave  heretofore  been  adopted,  used,  and  ap- 
proved in  the  Province,  Colony,  or  Stat«  of  New  Ifampshire,  and 
usually  practised  on  in  courts  of  low,  shall  remain  and  be  in  full 
force  until  altered  and  repealed  by  the  Legislature:  such  parts 
thereof  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  Constitution  :  Provided,  that  nothing  horcin  con- 
tained, when  compared  with  the  twenty-third  article  in  the  bill  of 
rights,  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  laws  already  made  respecting 
the  persons  or  estates  of  absentees. 

The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  shall  l)e  enjoyed 
in  this  State,  in  the  most  free,  easy,  cheap,  expeditious,  and  ample 
manner,  and  shall  not  be  suspended  by  the  Legislature,  except  upon 
the  most  urgent  and  pressing  occasions,  and  for  a  time  not  exceed- 
ing three  months. 

The  enacting  style,  in  making  aiid  passing  acts,  statutes,  and  laws, 
shall  he-^Be  it  eiiactnl  hy  the  Sennie  and  House  of  Reprvseatnliris^  in 
General  Court  convf/u'd. 

Xo  governor,  or  judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  hold 
any  office  or  place  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  except  such  as 
by  this  Constitution  they  are  admitted  to  hold,  saving  that  the 
judges  of  the  said  Court  may  hold  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace 
throughout  the  State ;  nor  shall  they  hold  any  place  or  office,  or  re- 
ceive any  pension  or  salary,  from  any  other  State,  government,  or 
power  whatever. 

No  person  shall  be  capable  of  exercising,  at  the  same  time,  more 
than  one  of  the  following  offices  within  this  State,  viz.,  judge  of  pro- 
bate, sheriff,  register  of  deeds ;  and  never  more  than  twc»  offices  of 
profit,  which  may  be  held  by  appointment  of  the  (Jovernor,  or  fiov- 
ernor  and  Council,  or  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  or  supe- 
rior and  inferior  courts,. military  offices  and  offices  of  justices  of  the 
peace  excepted. 

No  person  holding  the  office  of  judge  of  any  court  (except  special 
judges).  Secretary,  Treasurer  of  the  State,  Attorm?y-(Jeneral,  Com- 
missar}*-General,  military  officers  receiving  pay  from  the  c«>ntinent 
or  this  SitLtc  (excepting  officers  of  tlie  militia  occasionnlly  called 
forth  on  an  cnicrgency).  register  of  deeds,  sheriff,  or  officers  of  tlio 
customs,  including  naval  officers,  collectors  of  excise,  and  State  and 
continental  taxes,  hereafter  appointed,  and  not  havini^  settled  tlieir 
accounts  with  the  respective  officers  with  whom  it  is  their  duty  to 
settle  such  accounts,  memlnirs  of  (.^ongress,  or  any  person  holding 
aov  office  under  the  United  States,  shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  the 
OJpBO  .jrf  GpOTOmor,  or  have  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  or  House  of  Kepre- 
t^M^jiTeij  or  Council ;  but  his  being  chosen,  or  appointed  to.  and 
litfijilfiijlgthe  same,  snail  operate  as  a  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the 
chi^  Senate,  or  Honse  of  Representatives,  or  Council ;   and  the 
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places  so  viicatod  shall  bo  filled  up.     No  member  of  the  Council 
shall  have  a  scat  in  the  Souate  ur  Iloiisi?  uf  lloprcseiitatives. 

No  person  .^hall  over  be  adniittcid  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  Legislature, 
or  any  ofhce  of  trust  or  im])ortnnee  nnder  this  goveruincnt,  who.  in 
the  due  epur.si^  of  law,  lias  beiii  eon^ ietcd  of  liribery  or  corruption 
in  obtaining  an  i*lection  ^r  appointment. 

In  all  eases  where  .Minis  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this  Con^ii- 
tution,  the  value  thereof  shall  be  computed  in  .silver,  at  sic  shi/iiir^s 
and  riji^hf  prn-'r  pi-r  ounce. 

To  the  end  that  there  may  be  no  faikire  of  justieo.  or  danger  U* 
the  »State.  by  ih''  alterations  and  amendments  made  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, thf  (uiu-ral  Court  is  hereby  fullv  authorized  and  directed  to 
fix  the  time  when  the  alti-rations  and  amendments  .shall  take  effect, 
ami  mak(^  th<*  nece.<sary  arrangements  accordingly. 

It  shall  be  tho  duty  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several 
town;^  and  places  in  this  State,  in  warning  the  first  annual  meeting 
for  the  choici'  of  st;nators,  after  the  expirati(m  of  seven  years  from 
the  adf>ption  of  this  Constitution,  as  amended,  to  assert  expressly  in 
the  warrant,  this  purpose,  among  the  others  for  the  meeting,  to  wit: 
to  take  the  .sense  of  the  (|ualificd  voters  on  the  subject  of  a  revision 
of  the  Con.stitution  :  and  the  meeting  being  warned  accordingly,  and 
not  otherwi.se.  the  moderator  shall  take  the  sense  of  the  qualifi.ed 
voters  present,  as  t«>  the  necessity  of  a  revision  ;  and  a  return  of  the 
numbiT  of  vot(^s  for  and  against  such  necessity,  shall  be  made  by  the 
«*lerk,  sealed  up,  and  dirt;cted  to  the  General  (!ourt.,  at  their  next 
session  :  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  (Jeneral  Court,  by  such  return. 
that  the  sense  of  the  people  of  the  State  has  been  taken,  and  that. 
in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  in  this  State, 
present  and  voting  at  said  meetings,  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  revi- 
sion of  the  (Constitution,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Court 
to  call  a  con\ention  for  that  purpose;  otherwise  the  (ieneral  Court 
shall  flirect  the  sense  of  the  ])cople  to  be  taken,  and  then  proceed  in 
thr  manner  beftue  mentioned.  The  delegates  to  be  cho.sen  in  the 
.same  manner,  and  proportioned  as  the  representatives  to  the  Gene- 
ral Court :  provided  that  no  alteration  sliall  be  made  in  this  Con- 
stitution, before  the  sanu^  shall  be  laid  ])efore  the  towns  and  unin- 
corporated places,  and  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  voters 
j»nsent  au'l  voting  cm  the  subject. 

And  the  same  method  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  jwople  as  to  a 
revisirtn  of  the  Con.stitution,  and  calling  a  Convention  for  that  pur- 
[)Ose.  shall  be  observed  afterwards,  at  the  expiration  of  every  seven 
years. 

This  form  of  government  shall  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  and  de- 
positee! in  the  »Secr.?tary's  «»ftiee,  and  be  a  part  of  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  and  printed  copies  thereof  shall  be  prefixed  to  the  books  ccm- 
taining  the  laws  of  this  St'ite.  in  all  future  editions  thereof. 


The  first  ■ettlcment  Id  Ihis  Stale  whx  at  Fori  Dammer,  in  the  S.  E.  pan  of 
(be  State,  Irom  Mas*.  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  renprctiTclj  laid  claim 
;o  the  territory  till  17U4,  -vbcs  N.  Y.  nblaincil  a  jtranl  Troin  the  Biiiish  Parlin- 
!u«ul,  whicb  i<ut  nit  end  lo  the  rlaim  ol'  X.  H.  K.  Y.  )hrr(-iipun  atlomnlM  ti* 
'iiforec  her  jurisdiction,  K-hirh  was  r(.fiiil(;d  1>v  Ihc  inhabitants.  Tliej  claimivl 
to  Iv;  independent  both  of  N.  II.  and  ^^  Y.,  anil  ur;;aiii».'d  theiuselvoi  in  aniU'l 
:>:inrls,  with  Ethan  Allen  al  ilieir  head,  iuid<T  tin'  celebrated  name  of  the 
<Jrei-n  Monotain  Boys.  The  cunlcNl  conliniii'il  and  inercar^i'J  till  the  brcak- 
i:.p  init  of  llie  Remutionary  War.  On-in^'  lo  this  i-laiin  of  X.  Y.,  Concn'!— 
pJl'u^-d  l«  admit  Vcnnont  into  the  enn  federal  inn.  Vermont,  in  1790,  paid  m 
N.  Y.  |iW,Om  lo  w-ilhdniir  her  elaiin,  and  in  1791  was  admilKsl  tu  Uie  nnimi. 

XiitwItltBlandim;  thin  fmirlceutli  Stale  was  nut  admitted  into  llie  unioii 
imlil  allcr  the  Retrdlulionarr  cimtesl  was  oTcr,  >vl  ^he  bure  an  imponaot  port 
'-  •' —  — '  •—•-—J ' ''-''•'-irhra\-er)"     ' 


«  Ooro  north  to  wiuth.  Qence  \»  name,  nnd  henec  llii!  appellation  Gran 
-ViaatiriH  Bays.  The  Tirsl  Con»tiliiti<Hi  of  this  Slate  was  Amned  in  1TT7;  Ihc 
[■nment  ope  wa*  adopted  July  4,  l7!i3.    Area,  9,700  sq.  lu.    Populiition,  )n 

CONSTITUTION. 

CHAPTER  I 

A  Dfxlaralioa  of  Rights  (^'lh(  Inhabilanls  (iftke  Slafr  of  Vermani- 

Art.  1.  That  all  meti  aro  born  equally  free  and  independent,  an.l 

tuTe  certain  natural,  inherent,  and  Inalicnablo  rights,  atnongst  wlii"!i 
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are  the  enjoyin;^  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possess- 
ing, and  protecting  property,  and  purHuing  and  obtaining  nappincBS 
and  safety :  therefore,  no  male  person,  born  in  this  country,  or 
brought  frt)in  over  sea,  ought  to  he  holden  l)y  law  to  serve  any  per- 
son as  a  servant,  slave,  or  apprentice,  after  he  arrives  at  the  ago  of 
twentv-one  years,  nor  female,  in  like  manner,  after  she  arrives  to 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  unless  they  are  bound  by  their  own  con- 
sent, after  they  arrive  to  such  age,  or  bound  by  the  law  for  the  pay 
ment  of  debts,  damugks,  fines,  costs,  or  the  like. 

'i.  That  ])rivate  property  ought  to  be  subservient  to  public  uses 
when  nceessi ty  requires  it;  nevertheless,  when  any  person's  j>rop- 
i-rty  is  taken  for  the  use  of  the  public,  the  owner  ought  to  receive  an 
e«juivalent  in  money. 

3.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  inalienable  riglit  to  worship 
Almighty  irod  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences 
and  understand ing>».  as  in  their  opinion  shall  be  regulated  by  the 
word  of  (iod  :  and  that  no  man  ought  to,  or  r»f  right  can,  be  eom- 
pel  led  to  attend  any  religious  worship,  or  erect  or  support  any  placc 
of  worship,  or  maintain  any  minister,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience ;  nor  can  any  man  be  justly  deprived  or  al)ridg<'d  of  any- 
civil  right  as  a  citizen,  on  account  of  his  religious  sentiments  or  pe- 
ruliar  mode  «)f  nligious  worship;  and  that  no  authority  can  or 
ought  to  bo  vested  in  or  assumed  by  any  powi»r  whatever,  that  shall 
in  anv  case  interfere  with,  or  in  anv  manner  control,  the  ri«»hts  of 
conscience  in  the  fre<?  exercise  of  religious  worship.  Nevertheless, 
every  sect  or  dcncuninatiou  of  Christians  ought  to  observe  the  Sab- 
bath, or  Lord's  day,  and  keep  up  some  sort  of  n^ligious  worship, 
which  to  them  shall  seem  most  a^^reeable  to  the  revealed  will  of 
(jiod. 

1.  Kvery  jicrson  within  this  iState  ought  to  lind  a  certain  remedy, 
by  having  recourse  to  thi'  laws,  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs  which  lie 
may  rerreive  in  his  person,  prnperty.  or  character :  he  <uight  to  ob- 
t4iin  right  and  justice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to  purchase 
it :  completely,  and  without  any  denial :  promptly,  and  without  de- 
lay :  conformably  t«>  the  law. 

o.  That  th(^  ])eople  of  this  State,  by  their  legal  re])resentativcs. 
have  the  solo,  inhon^nt.  and  exclusivi*  right  of  governing  and  regu- 
lating the  internal  jfolice  of  the  same. 

Ti.  That  all  ]»ower  being  originally  inherent  in.  and  consequently 
derived  from  the  jieoplo.  thonffore,  all  ollieers  of  governmenL  wheth- 
vT  legislative  or  executive,  are  their  trustees  and  servants,  and  at 
all  times.  v\  a  legal  wav,  accountable  to  them. 

7.  Thnt  government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for  the  common" 
benefit,  protection,  and  security  of  the  peo])le.  nation,  or  eonimunity, 
and  n(»t  fi»r  the  particular  emoluujont  or  advantage  of  any  single 
man,  family,  or  s(jt  of  men,  who  are  a  part  only  of  that  cr»mmunity ; 
and. that  the  eonimunity  hath  an  indubitable,  inalienable,  and  inao- 
feasible  right  to  reform  or  alter  government,  in  such  manner  as 
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shall  be,  by  that  community,  judged  most  conducive  to  the  public 
weal. 

8.  That  all  elections  ought  to  be  free  and  witliout  corruption,  and 
that  all  freemen,  having  a  sufficient  evidence,  common  interest  with, 
and  attachment  to  the  community,  have  a  right  to  elect  officers,  and 
be  elected  into  office,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  made  in  this  Con- 
stitution. 

9.  That  every  member  of  society  hath  a  right  to  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  therefore  is  bound 
to  contribute  his  proportion  towards  the  expense  of  that  protection, 
and  yield  his  personal  service,  when  necessary,  or  an  eijuivalent 
thereto ;  but  no  part  of  any  per.'^on's  property  can  be  justly  taken 
from  him,  or  applied  to  public  uses,  without  his  consent,  or  that  of 
the  representative  body  of  freemen ;  nor  can  any  man,  who  is  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  nf  bearing  arms,  be  justly  compelled  thereto, 
if  he  will  pay  such  equivalent ;  nor  are  the  people  bound  by  any  law 
but  such  as  thev  have  in  like  manner  assented  to,  for  their  common 
good ;  and  previous  to  any  law  being  made  to  raise  a  tax,  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  to  be  raised  ought  to  appear  evident  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  of  more  service  to  the  community  than  the  money  would 
be  if  not  collected. 

10.  That,  in  all  prosecutions  for  criminal  offences,  a  person  hath 
a  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel ;  to  demand  the 
cause  and  nature  of  his  accusation  ;  to  be  confronted  with  tlie  wit- 
nesses ;  to  call  for  evidence  in  his  favor,  and  a  speedy  public  trial, 
by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  country ;  without  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  which  jury,  he  cannot  be  found  guilty  ;  nor  can  he  be  com- 
pelled to  give  evidence  against  himself;  nor  can  any  person  be  justly 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  except  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  the  judg- 
ment of  his  peers. 

11.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  hold  them.selves,  tlieir  houses, 
papers,  and  possessions,  free  from  search  or  seizure  ;  and.  therefore, 
warrants  without  oath  or  affirmation  first  made,  affording  sufficient 
foundation  for  them,  and  whereby  an  officer  or  messenger  may  bo 
oommanded  or  required  to  search  such  suspected  places ;  or  to  seize 
any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  property,  not  particularly 
described,  are  contrary  to  that  right,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

\\i.  Tliat  when  an  issue  in  fact,  proj>er  for  the  cognizance  of  a 
Jury,  is  joined  in  a  court  of  law,  tluj  parties  have  a  right  to  trial  by 
jury,  which  ought  to  be  held  sacred." 

13.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  a  freedom  of  speech,  and  of 
writing  and  publishing  their  sentiments  concerning  the  transactions 
of  government,  and  therefore  the  freedom  of  the  press  ought  not  to 
be  restrained. 

14.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  speech,  and  debate,  in  the 
Logislatarc,  is  so  essential  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  it  cannot 
b6  the  foundation  of  any  accusation,  or  prosecution,  action,  or  com- 
plaint, in  any  other  court  or  place  whatsoever. 
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15.  The  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws. 
oogbc  never  to  be  eKcrciscil  but  by  thi<  Legislature,  or  by  authoritj 
derived  from  it,  to  l)e  exercised  in  Mueh  particular  coses  as  this  Con- 
stitution.  or  the  Jjcgiijlulure  shall  provide  for. 

lt>.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms  for  the  defence  of 
theinwilvcii  and  the  State ;  and,  us  standing  armios  in  time  of  peaee 
are  dangerous  to  liberty,  they  uufjbt  not  to  be  kept  up ;  and  that  the 
military  Hhould  be  kept  ander  strict  Bubordinatiun  to,  and  governed 
by,  the  civil  power. 

IT.  Thot  no  person  in  this  State  can,  in  any  case,  bo  subjected  te 
law  martial,  or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  ex- 
cept those  employed  in  the  army,  and  the  militia  in  actual  service. 

18.  The  frequent  recurrence  tii  fundamental  principles,  and  &m\ 
adherence  to  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  industry,  and  frugally 
are  absolutely  neccasarj'  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
keep  goviirnmcnt  free  ;  the  people  ought,  therefore,  to  puy  particulai 
attention  to  these  points,  in  the  choice  of  officers  and  reprcscntA 
tivcs.  and  have  a  riglit.  in  a  legal  way.  to  exact  a  due  and  constant 
regard  to  lliem,  frtim  their  legislators  and  magistrates,  in  niakiii» 
and  executing  such  laws  as  arc  iieccnsary  for  the  good  govcrnincnl 
of  the  State. 

10,  That  all  people  have  a  natural  and  inherent  right  to  cniigrat* 
from  one  State  to  another  that  will  receive  them. 

'M.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  nsscniblc  together  ta.:^itmsii1l 
for  their  common  good ;  to  instroct  their  representatives  :  and  nppli 
to  the  Legislature  for  redress  of  grievances  by  address,  petition,  ot 
remoDstruncc. 

21.  That  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  transported  out  of  thb 
State  for  trial  of  any  offence  committed  within  the  same 
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jadgL's  of  the  county  courts,  in  their  respective  counties,  b}*^  virtue 
*if  their  office,  excupt  in  the  trial  of  such  causes  as  may  be  appealod 
to  the  county  court. 

Ti.  A  future  Legi^^laturc  may.  when  they  shall  conceive  the  same 
to  be  expedient  and  necessary,  erect  a  (Nmrt  of  Chancery,  with  such 
powers  as  are  usually  exercised  by  that  Court,  or  as  shall  appear 
for  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth:  Provided  they  do  not  cc»n- 
stitute  themselves  the  judges  of  the  said  Court. 

6.  The  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  departments  shall  l»o 
^eparate  and  distinct,  so  that  neither  e'ierciso  the  powers  properly 
belonging  to  the  other. 

7.  lu  order  that  the  freemen  of  this  State  may  enjoy  the  bom: fir. 
of  election  as  equally  as  may  be,  each  town  within  this  State  that 
consists  or  may  consist  of  eight}'  taxable  inhabitants  within  on<» 
septenary,  or  seven  years  next  after  the  establishing  this  ('onstitu- 
tiou,  may  hold  elections  therein,  and  choose  each  two  represonta- 
tivcs  ;  and  each  other  inhabited  town  in  this  State  may,  in  like 
manner,  choose  each  one  representative  to  represent  them  in  (leneral 
Assembly,  during  tlie  said  septenary,  or  seven  years ;  and  after  that, 
each  inhabited  t«»wn  may.  in  like  manner,  hold  such  election,  and 
choo.sc  each  one  representative,  fnrever  thereafter. 

8.  The  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  State 
.shall  consist  of  persons  most  noted  for  wisdom  and  virtue,  to  be 
chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  freemen  of  every  town  in  this  State,  re- 
spectively, on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September  annually  forever. 

U.  The  representatives  so  chosen,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  transacting  any  other  business  than  raising  a 
Stat«  tax,  for  which  two-thirds  of  the  memlwrs  elected  shall  be  pre- 
sent, shall  meet  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  succeeding  October, 
and  sl'iall  be  styled  77/**  (itnt ml  Assimhly  of  the  State  of  Vennont : 
they  shall  have  p(»wer  to  choose  their  Sj»eaker.  Secretary  of  State!, 
their  clerk,  and  other  necessary  officers  of  the  ITrmse — sit  on  their 
own  adjournments — prepare  bills,  and  enact  them  into  laws — ^judgc 
of  the  elections  and  qualifications  of  their  own  members:  ihey  may 
expel  members,  but  not  for  cau.^es  knuwn  to  their  own  constituents 
antecedent  to  their  own  elections:  they  may  administer  oath. ^  and 
affirmations  in  matters  depending  b(»fore  them,  redress  grievances, 
impcacii  State  criminals,  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  constitute 
towns,  bonmghs,  cities,  and  cnunties  :  they  may,  annually,  on  their 
first  sessicm  after  their  ehK^tion.  in  c«mjunction  with  the  Council,  or 
oftener  if  need  be.  elect  judges  of  the  Sujireme  ami  sev<Tal  county 
and  probate  courts,  sheriffs,  and  justices  of  the  jiciiee:  mihI  also  with 
the  Council  may  elect  major-generals  and  brigadier  geiicrals,  from 
time  to  time,  as  oft<3n  as  there  shall  l)G  occasion  :  and  they  shall 
have  all  other  ]iowers  necessary  for  the  Legislature  of  a  free  and 
sovereign  State :  but  tlu'V  sIkiII  have  no  po>vcr  to  add  to,  alter, 
libolish.  or  infringe  any  ])art  of  this  Con.stitution. 

10.  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State  shall  consist 
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of  a  Governor,  Lieuttjnant-Cjovcrnor.  and  twelve  pcrBons,  chosen  in 
the  foUowiug  niuiinor,  viz. :  The  frecmeu  of  cat;h  town  shall,  on  the 
day  t)f  the  election  tor  choosing  ropresentativos  to  attend  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  bring  in  their  votes  for  Governor,  with  his  name 
fairly  written,  to  the  eonstablc.  who  shall  seal  them  up,  and  write 
on  them,  rotes  for  the  (un't'rnoi\  and  deliver  ihem  to  the  representa- 
tives chosen  to  attend  the  General  Assembly;  and.  at  the  opening 
of  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  there  shall  be  a  eommittee  a])pointed  out 
of  the  Council  and  AHi^^-n^bly.  who,  after  boing  duly  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  trust,  shall  proceed  to  receive,  sort,  and 
count  the  votes  for  the  (iovernor,  and  declare  the  person  who  ha« 
the  major  part  of  the  votes,  to  be  Governor  for  the  year  ensuing. 
An«l  if  there  be  no  choice  made,  then  the  (.^ouncil  and  General  As- 
sembly, by  their  joint  ballot,  shall  make  choice  of  a  Governor. 
The  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Treasurer  shall  be  chosen  in  th« 
manner  above  directed.  And  eacli  freeman  shall  give  in  twelve 
votes,  for  twelve  counselors,  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  twelve 
higliest  in  nomination  shall  serve  for  the  ensuing  year  as  conn&clorf. 

1  i.  The  Governor,  and,  in  his  absence,  the  Lieutonant-Govcrnor. 
with  tlio  Council,  a  major  part  of  whom,  including  the  Governor,  or 
Jiieutenant-Governor,  shall  be  a  (|Uorum  to  transact  business,  shall 
have  power  to  commission  all  officers,  and  also  to  appoint  officers, 
except  where  provision  is,  or  shall  be  otlierwise  nnide  by  law,  or  this 
frame  of  government ;  and  shall  supply  every  vacancy  in  any  office, 
occasioneil  by  death,  or  otherwise,  until  the  office  can  bo  filled  in  the 
manner  directed  by  law  or  this  Constitution. 

They  are  to  correspond  with  otlicr  states,  transact  business  with 
officers  of  government,  ci\il  ;i!ul  military,  and  to  prepare  such  busi- 
ness as  may  appear  to  ilicju  necessary  i^  lay  before  the  General 
Assembly.  They  shall  .-^it  a.s  judges  U>  hear  and  determine  on  ini- 
pcacliments,  taking  to  tlitrir  assistance,  for  advice  only,  the  judges 
of  the  Suprenui  Court,  ami  shall  have  power  to  grant  pardons,  and 
reniit  tines,  in  all  eases  whatsoever,  except  in  treason  and  murder ; 
in  which  they  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves,  but  not  to  par- 
don, until  after  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly :  and 
excej)t  in  cases  of  impeachment,  in  which  there  shall  be  no  remission 
or  mitigation  of  juinishment,  but  by  act  of  legislation. 

Tliey  are  also  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
They  are  to  expedite  the  execution  of  such  meiLsures  as  may  be  re- 
solved upon  by  the  (ieneral  Assembly;  and  they  nniy  draw  upon 
the  tnr.asury  for  sucli  sums  as  may  l>e  appropriat<*d  by  tiie  House  of 
Representatives.  Tht?y  may  also  lay  embargoes,  or  prohibit  the 
tixjiortation  of  any  Cinumodity.  for  any  time  not  exceeding  thirty 
days,  in  the  recess  of  the  lloust?  only.  They  may  grant  such  licenses 
as  shall  bo  directed  by  law;  and  shall  have  ]>ower  to  call  together 
the  General  Assembly,  when  neces.«*ary,  Iji^fore  tiie  <lfiy  to  which  they 
sliall  stand  adjourned.  The  Governor  ehall  be  captain-general  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  iState,  but  shall  not  command 
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in  person,  except  udTised  thereto  by  the  Council,  and  then  only  so 
long  as  they  shall  approve  thereof.  And  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  Lieutenant-General  of  all  the  forces 
of  the  State.  The  Governor,  or  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  the 
Council,  shall  meet  at  the  tin\e  and  place  with  the  General  Assem- 
bly :  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall,  during  the  presence  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, vote  and  act  as  one  of  the  Council :  and  the  Gov- 
ernor, and,  in  his  absence,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  shall,  by  virtue 
of  their  offices,  preside  in  Council,  and  have  a  casting,  but  no  other 
vote.  Every  member  of  the  Council  shall  ho  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
for  the  whole  State,  bv  virtue  of  his  office.  The  Governor  and 
Council  shall  have  a  Secretary,  and  keep  fair  books  of  their  proceed- 
ings, wherein  any  counselor  may  enter  his  dissent,  with  his  reason 
to  support  it ;  and  the  Governor  may  appoint  a  Secretary  for  him- 
self and  his  Council. 

1:1.  The  roprcsentatives,  having  met  and  chosen  their  Speaker 
and  Clerk,  shall,  each  of  them,  before  they  proceed  to  business,  take 
and  subscribe,  as  well  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  hereinaf- 
ter directed,  except  where  they  shall  produce  certificates  of  their 
having  heretofore  tiiken  and  subscribed  the  same,  as  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

"  You, ,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that,  as  a  member 

of  this  Assembly,  you  will  not  propose  or  assent  to  any  bill,  vote,  or 
resolution,  which  shall  appear  to  you  injurious  to  the  people,  nor  do 
or  consent  to  any  act  or  thing  whatsoever  that  shall  have  a  ten- 
dency to  lessen  or  abridge  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  dwlared  by 
the  Constitution  of  this  State ;  but  will,  in' all  things,  conduct  your- 
self as  a  faithful,  honest  representative,  and  guardian  of  the  people, 
according  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  abilities  :  {in  rase  of  an 
oath)  so  help  you  God.  {And  in  c/ise  of  an  affirtnaiion)  under  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  perjury."' 

13.  The  doors  of  the  house  in  which  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  commonwealth  shall  sit,  shall  be  open  for  the  admission  of  all 
jpersons  who  behave  decently,  except  only  when  the  welfare  of  the 
State  may  require  them  to  be  shut. 

14.  The  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  General  As.scmbly  shall  In' 
printed,  when  one-third  of  the  members  think  it  necessary,  as  soon 
as  convenient  after  the  end  of  each  session,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  any  questioti,  when  recjuired  by  any  member,  except  where  the 
votes  shall  be  taken  by  ballot,  in  which  case  every  member  shall 
have  a  right  to  insert  the  reasons  of  his  vote  upon  the  minutes. 

15. -The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  in  future  to  bo  ]mssed, 
shall  be:  It  is  herein/ enfu/rd  hi/  the  General  Assenmly  of  the  State  of 
Vermont. 

16.  To  the  end  that  laws,  before  they  .are  enacted,  may  be  more 
maturely  considereil,  and  the  inconvenience  of  hasty  determinations, 

much  as  possible,  prevented,  all  bills  which  originate  in  the  As- 
mbly  shall  be  laid  before  the  Governor  and  Council  for  their  rcvi- 
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5iuii  and  irunourrouc'C.  or  proposulK  of  aniE^ndmeDt ;  who  nliall  rctarii 
tliu  iiamc  to  the  Axseiiibly,  with  their  propiiHaU  of  uiuandincnt,  if 
miy,  ill  writiufj  ;  and  if  t!iu  Nimf  ai-e  not  n^rccd  to  by  the  Aiiscnibly, 
it  vhall  bo  in  tlic  nnwcrof  tbc  OoTprnor  and  Council  to  puspund  the 
psssing  nf  nwh  bill  aiitil  the  next  HOBBimi  rif  tbc  Legii;}atuvc  :  I^m- 
Ti<l<>d.  that  if  the  (lovcrnor  and  CuuncU  xhall  ncglcut  or  rcfnsu  tu 
return  uiiy  such  bill  to  the  Assembly,  with  written  propoflula  of 
ninciidiuent.  within  five  dayi^  or  bcfuru  tiic  rising  of  tbc  Lcgiitl^itiire. 
the  winic  iihall  become  o  law. 

IT,  No  money  shall  lie  drawn  out  of  tho  treasury-,  unless  Grat  u]t- 
pniprinted  by  aet  of  legislation. 

lif.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  reprcsentativo  nutil  lio  has  tv- 
sideil  two  years  in  tliii)  Statu ;  tlic  last  nf  wbiek  shall  be  in  the  town 
for  wbieh  Lo  k  ele<-fi-d. 

Ill,  No  memlicr  nf  the  Oouneil  or  Hou!<eof  Reprcseiitntives  shall. 
directly  or  indirectly,  rweiro  anv  fee  or  reward  to  hrin-^  forward  or 
adviHtilc  any  Mil.  nelition.  or  otfier  business  to  be  tnin8aetc(l  in  tho 
Legislature :  or  ailvrmib-  any  earnu.'.  an  ciiunticl.  in  cither  house  of 
lofjislation.  except  wheu  employed  in  Iwlialf  of  tbu  Ktatc. 

■i'l  No  person  ought  in  any  case,  or  at  any  time,  to  he  ileelar,:'! 
}!uilty  of  treaiwn  or  felony  by  thn  LitgisUtnre. 

•il.  Kvcry  man  oftke  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  baviug  resided 
in  this  State  for  the  sjiiic*  of  one  whole  year  nest  before  tho  election 
of  reprciientatives,  anu  is  of  a  iMiiet  and  pirnci'able  behavior,  and  will 
take  the  following  oath  or  nthrmatiun.  shall  be  entitled  to  all  thu 
privilegi'S  of  a  freeninTi  of  this  State. 

•'  You  soloiniily  swear  (or  affirm)  tliut  whenever  you  givje  your 
vote  of  suffrage,  touching  any  matter  that  concerns  tbc  State  of  V cr- 
iBont,  yow  will  do  it  im  an  in  your  eouwienee  you  shall  jodj^  will 
inoKt  conduce  to  the  best  good  of  the  same,  as  c.stablUhod   by  tlio 
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costs  ;  and  no  trial  or  impcacliment  Hhall  be  a  bar  to  a  prosccation 
at  law. 

25.  As  I'very  freeman,  to  preserve  bis  independence,  if  without  a 
sufficient  eistate.  ought  to  have  some  profession,  calling,  trade,  or 
farm,  wherebv  he  may  honestly  subsist,  there  can  be  no  necessity 
for.  nor  u.«?e  in.  establishing  offices  of  profit,  the  usual  effect-s  of  whicL 
are  dependence  and  servility,  unbecoming  freemen,  in  the  possessors 
<ir  oxpectants.  and  faction,  contention,  and  discord  among  the  people. 
l$ut,  if  any  man  is  called  into  public  service,  to  the  prejudice  cf  his 
private  affairs,  he  has  a  right  to  a  reasonable  compensation ;  and 
whenever  an  office,  through  increase  of  fees  or  otherwise,  becomes  so 
profitable  as  to  occasion  many  to  apply  for  it,  the  profits  ought  to  be 
les.sened  by  tho  Legislature.  And  if  any  officer  shall  wittiugl}'  and 
wilfully  take  greater  fees  than  the  law  allows  him.  it  shall  ever 
after  disqualify  him  from  holding  any  office  in  this  State,  iintil  he 
shall  be  restored  by  act  of  legislation. 

26.  No  person  in  this  State  shall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exer- 
cising more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  at  the  same  time.  viz. : 
<  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor.  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Trea- 
surer of  tho  State,  member  of  the  Council,  member  of  the  (jrcneral 
Assembly,  Surveyor-general,  or  sheriff.  Nor  shall  any  person,  hold- 
ing any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  be 

-eligible  to  any  appointment  in  the  Legislature,  or  of  holding  any 
pxeqativc.  or  judiciary  office  under  this  State. 

:i7.  The  Treasurer  of  the  State  shall,  before  the  Governor  and 
(.*oaAb21,  give  sufficient  security  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  in  be- 
tialf  of  thc$  General  Assembly  :  and  each  high  sheriff,  before  the  first 
judge  of  the  county  court  to  the  treasurer  of  their  respective  coun- 
ric.H,  previous  to  their  respectively  entering  upon  the  execution  of 
their  offices,  in  such  manner,  and  in  sums,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
the  Legislature. 

28.  The  Treasurer's  account-s  shall  be  annually  audited,  and  a 
fair  statement  thereof  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their 
session  in  October. 

•.iU.  Every  officer,  whether  judicial,  executive,  or  military,  in  au- 
thority under  this  State,  before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his 
office,  shall  take  and  subscri))e  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  of 
allegiance  to  this  State,  unless  he  shall  produce  evidence  that  he  has 
before  taken  the  same ;  and  also  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  of 
office,  except  military  officers,  and  such  as  shall  be  exempted  by  t^e 
Legislature. 

7^  Oaih  or  Affirmaiion  of  Office.         * 

*•  You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  be  true  and 
faithful  to  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  that  you  will  not,  directlv  or 
indirectly,  do  any  act  or  thing  injurious  to  the  Constitution  or  Gov- 
ernment thereof^  as  established  by  convention  :  (If  an  oath)  so  help 
voa  God.  (^  an  affirmation)  under  tho  pains  an<l  penalties  of  per- 
jury." 
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71*«  Oalk  or  Aflirmalum  of  Offirc. 

"  Ynu, ,  io  solemnly  swear  {or  utBrm)  that  you  will  faitL 

folly  eiecato  the  office  of- for  the  — - — -  of ;   and  wil 

therein  do  equal  right  and  justice  to  rU  incii.  to  the  best  of  yoa 
jndgracat  and  abilities,  according  to  law  :  [If  aa  nn/A)  so  help  yoi 
(}od.  {If  an  t^rnalion)  under  the  painx  and  pcnaJties  of  pei 
jury." 

30.  No  person  shall  he  cligihle  to  the  office  of  Gorornor  or  Liicu 
tooant-OoTernor,  until  lie  shall  have  resided  in  tliis  State  four  year 
next  preceding  die  day  uf  his  election. 

31.  Trials  of  iasae,  proper  for  tho  eogiiizrtnce  of  a  jury,  in  tli' 
Supreme  and  county  courts,  sliall  lie  by  jury,  except  where  partio 
otherwise  agree  ,  and  groat  care  ought  to  bo  taken  to  prevent  cot 
ruptiou  or  partiality  in  the  eliojce  and  return  or  Appointment  o 
juries. 

32.  All  proaeoutlona  shall  commence,  Bi/  the  aulhoriti/  of  the.  Sttit 
tf '•Vermnnt ;  all  indictmonts  sbail  cniicludu  with  _tb Cap  words 
againHtike  jieaee  and  dignity  if  I  If  .Vn//  And  all  fines  sIihU  K 
proportioned  to  the  offences. 

33.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  whoro  I 
tion  or  fraud,  shall  not  be  continuod  i 
and  assigning  over,  bona  fide,  all  his  e.sl 
session,  reversion,  or  remainder,  for  the  use  ot'  Ins 
manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  regulated  by  luw. 
nnless  in  elocution  or  committed  for  capital  offoin' 
is  evident  or  presumption  great,  shall  be  bailiililc 
ties :  nor  shall  excessive  bail  be  exacted  for  bailub 

34.  All  eleotious,  whether  by  tho  people  or  thu  Lcglrilature, 
be  free  and  voluntary ;  and  any  ehietor,  who  shi  " 
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all  persons,  at  pro2)er  tiuics.  ought  to  be  permitted  to  soc  them  at 
their  lalior. 

38.  Tlic  estate  of  suoh  persons  as  may  destroy  their  own  live.^ 
shall  not  for  tliat  cifFem-e  be  forfeited,  but  descend  or  ascend  in  the 
same  manner,  as  if  siieh  persons  had  died  in  a  natural  way-  Nor 
shall  any  article,  which  shall  accidentally  occasion  the  death  of  any 
pt»rson,  he  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wise  forfeited,  (►n 
account  of  sucli  tnisfjrtuno. 

'^\l  Kvery  person  of  ^ood  character,  who  comes  to  settle  in  this 
State,  havin<r  first  takon  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  allet^iance  to  thi; 
same,  may  purchase,  or  by  otlicr  just  means  ac(]uire,  hold,  and  trans- 
fer land  or  other  real  estat<' :  and,  after  one  year's  residence,  .shall 
be  deemed  a  free  denizen  thereof,  and  entitled  to  all  rights  cf  a  nat- 
ural born  subject  of  this  State,  except  that  he  shall  not  be  capable 
of  Iwing  elected  Oovernor,  Licutenant-tirovernor.  Treasurer,  counsel- 
or, or  representative  in  Assembly  until  after  two  years'  residence. 

Ul  The  inhabitants  of  this  Stiitc  shall  have  liberty,  in  seasonable 
times,  to  hunt  and  fowl  on  the  lands  thev  hold,  and  on  other  lands 
not  enclosed ;  and  in  like  manner  to  fish  in  all  beatable  and  other 
waters,  not  private  property,  umler  ])roper  regulations,  to  be  here- 
alltcr  made  and  provided  by  the  (li-neral  Assembly. 

41.  Laws  for  the  encourau'cment  of  virtue  and  prevention  of 
vice  and  immorality  ou^'ht  to  be  c(»nstantlv  kept  in  furee.  and  dulv 
executed ;  and  a  competent  number  of  sclioids  ou^rht  to  be  niain- 
taiocd  in  each  town,  for  tlie  convenient  instructirtn  (»f  youth  :  nnd 
one  or  more  grammar  schools  be  incorporated,  and  properly  sup 
ported  in  .each  county  in  this  State.  And  all  religious  societies  in* 
bodies  of  men,  tiiat  may  be  hereafter  united  or  incorporated  for  the  ad* 
Tancement  of  religion  and  learning,  or  for  other  eharitiible  purposes. 
shall  be  encouraged  and  pnttected  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges, 
immunities,  and  estates,  which  they  in  justice  ought  t^>  enjoy,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  (lencral  .\ssembly  of  this  State  shall  direet. 

42.  The  declaration  of  the  pnlitical  rights  and  privileges  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State,  is  In^reby  declared  to  be  a  }mrt  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  eommonwt.'alth,  an«l  ought  not  to  be  violated  on 
any  pretence  whatsocv(?r. 

Vi.   In  order  tliat  tlic^  freedom  of  thi^i  commonwealth  may  be  i»ro- 

servcd    inviolate  forever,  there  sliall  be  chosen,  by  balh^t,  by  thi- 

freemen    of  this  Stati\  on  th«'  hist   Wednesday  in  March,  in  (he 

vear  otio  thf>usand  seven  hiiiidn-l  :im\  ninetv-nine.  and  nn  tlir  last 

Wednesday  in  .March*  in  evcrv  sc\eii  years  thereafter.  thirte(^n  per- 
.  •  .  I 

sons,  who  shall  be  chosen  in  the;  sanir  manner  the  (\>uneil  is  chosen, 
except  they  shall  not  be  iMit  of  tlu'  Council  or  tleneral  A.ssembly. 
ti.»  be  called  the  Council  <»!*  Censors:  who  shall  meet  together  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  June  next  ensuing  their  eleeticui.  Hhe 
majority  of  whom  shall  be  a  (juorum  in  every  case,  except  as  to 
calling  a  Convention,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
elected  shall  agree,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire,  whether 
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thit  Con;'1itiitiun  has  Iwcii  pro^er^od  iiivioktc  in  ovury  |)a  ""^ 
iiifr  till-  ]n»t  M.'jit(^iinrj-.  iiicludinff  tlio  yitnr  nf  tliuir  scrvi*— =  ' 
irlic'tlmr  tlio  li's'islntivc  mid  csiwiitivi'  liniiu'lifs  cif  IjoviTiimb  »"  ' 
porfi>niK->t  tlicir  Jiity,  uh  giiurdiaiis  uf  tlw  pfojdi'.  <ir  nsstx.  * 
thi'iiiM'lvi'M,  "!■  lixi-fiiKuiI  othiTitr  greater  imnfrs  lliiiii  tlioy  — 
titlud  111  by  tln!  CdiiKtitiUiiiu  :  ThfV  arc  als.i  ti)iiu|uirfi.  wliKt  1^ 
imhlii-  tax.-.-  liavo  l«wn  ju>^f  ly  laid  anil  cnlK-.ti'a  in  all  pnrts  of  tl »  # 
nii'.iiwiuillh  :  in  what  iiihnnur  tlm  piililic  iiiuhi-vk  Inivis  bpcn  d  iss^ 
..f :  and  whrthiT  tin-  laws  iinvo  Imm-u  iliily  rxtvuti'd.  For  tlur-.'***' 
pii^-!<  lliRV  slial)  liBVO  piwur  tii  sond  fiirpi<rsiins.  pa]icrK.  and  r(-<-^ 
lluy  Khali  liavo  uuthimty  hi  pa-s  jmlili,-  .iMisiin's.  t.i  ordi-r  iiii;'-^ 
iiicnts.  mid  III  rtKMiiiiini'iid  to  tlir  !ifj;is]a(uri>  llio  rcjiciilinfr  Much 
as  sliall  appear  I"  tlniii  to  liavi-  lifiii  passi-d  i-oiitriirv  to  the  pr 
pU-s..f  Ihi- I'oiistitiitioii:  Tlirsi.  pnwors  ijicv  shall  eimtiiiuo  tol^ 
i;.r  and  diirin;;  th.-  .ipa.e  •>{  m.-  ,vi-ar  fr..m  ih.-day  of  tbuir  elci-t? 
and  niiWij^T  The  rsaid  (''iiiiii'il  uf  Ci-uxitr^  sliall  iilsii  kavcixiv 
tiiiall  ii  Ciinvpntion,  tn  ineet  within  two  yi-arn  aft«t  their  citti 
if  thi'rii  appears  to  thom  an  absulnte  iii'<-<'ssity  uf  imicmtiiig  any 
tilde  of  this  ConHtitution.  whii-h  may  Iw  ih-ft'itivi' :  explaining  s 
as  maylji'  tiniiiRht  not  cU-nrly  I'xprrz'wd :  and  of  adding  uaeh  us 
iiPCON-'riry  f'T  tlio  prcBcnaii.jii  uf  the  rights  and  huppinciss  of 
piHiple;  l.nt  till- artielc!)  tn  Id-  aitiundi'd.  and  the  amoTidiucnt^ 
pDSiid,  and  .-^U'h  aillclus  OK  aro  pnijws.Hl  to  Im  added  or  abolisi 
Khali  Ih>  pri>niulKnted  at  least  A\  nioiitLs  laifoni  the  day  appoii 

fur  till!  eleili if  unch  </<iii  vent  inn.  fur  ihi-  previous  considora 

iif  th.-  ]i.'..ph-.  tlmt  tlii^y  may  hav.^  an  upportunity  of  iugtruc 
tlieir  ilfli'j^alus  nn  thi-  subjfi-t. 
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pose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on  other  bills.  Neither  house, 
daring  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  tliree  days,  nor  to  any  other 
place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting,  and  in  case 
of  disagreement  between  tlic  two  houses,  with  respect  to  adjourn- 
ment, the  Governor  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall 
think  proper. 

4.  Ihe  Senate  shall  bo  composed  of  thirty  .scniitors,  to  be  of  the 
freemen  of  the  county  for  which  tliey  arc  elected  respectively,  who 
are  thirty  years  of  age  or  upwanls,  and  to  bo  annually  elected  by 
the  freemen  of  each  county  respectively.     Each  county  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  senator  at  lca£:t.  and  the  remainder  of  the  senators  shall 
be  apportioned  to  the  several  counties,  according  to  their  population, 
as  the  same  was  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  taken  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  State**,  regard  being  always  had  in  such  ap- 
portionment, to  the  counties  having  the  greatest  fraction.     But  the 
several  counties  shall,  until  after  the  next  census  of  the  United 
States,  be  entitled  to  elcet,  and  liave  tlioir  senators  in  the  following 
proportion:    to  wit,  JJoiinington   county,  two;    Windham  county, 
three:    Rutland  county.  t])roo:    AVindsor  county,  four:   Addison 
county,  three:    Orange  county,  tlirec;    Washington  county,  two; 
Chittenden  county,  two ;  Caledonia  county,  two ;  Franklin  county, 
three ;  Orleans  county, one :  JO-^isc.x  covinty,  one ;  Oiaiid  Isle  county, 
one.     The  Legislature  shall   n'i;d:e  a  new  apjoitlciinnont  of  the  se- 
nators to  the  .several  count irrs,  after  the  taking  of  each  c;'n.<»us  of  the 
United  States,  or  census  taken  for  the  purpose  of  such  apportion- 
ment by  order  of  the  (loverument  of  this  State,  regarding  the  above 
provbions  in  this  article. 

5.  The  freemen  of  the  several  t<nvns  in  each  county  shall  annually 
g^ve  their  votes  for  the  senators  ap])Ortioncd  to  sucli  county,  at  the 
same  time,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as  arc  now  provided  for 
the  election  of  counselors.  And  the  person  or  persons,  equal  in 
number  to  the  number  of  senators,  apportioned  to  such  county,  hav- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  in  such  county  respectively, 
shall  be  the  senator  or  senat^irs  of  such  county. 

At  every  election  of  senators,  after  the  votes  shall  have  been 
taken,  the  constable,  or  presiding  officer,  assisted  by  the  selectmen 
and  civil  authority  present,  shall  sort  and  count  the  said  votes,  and 
make  two  lists  of  the  names  of  each  person,  witli  the  number  of  votes 
given  for  each,  annexed  to  his  name,  a  record  of  wliich  shall  be  made 
in  the  town  clerk's  office  and  .^hall  seal  up  said  lists  separately,  and 
write,  on  each,  the  name  of  the  town,  and  these  words  :  Votes  for  «S/^ 
nalor,  or  Voles  for  Senators,  as  the  case  may  be ;  one  of  which  lists 
shall  be  delivered,  by  the  presiding  officer,  to  the  representative  of 
said  town  (if  any),  and  if  none  be  chosen,  to  the  representative  of  an 

adjoining  tolhi,  toi  bo  transmitted  to  the of  the  Senate ;  the 

^^hj6*8id4' presiding  officer  shall,  within  ten  day .««.  deliver 
f''&1£S^tBk  -dcAltat J  for  the  same  county ;  and  the  clerk  of  each 
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county  court  roHpoctivoly,  or  in  cn«c  of  hia  absence  oi'  disability 
the  Bheriff  of  such  county,  or  in  case  of  the  abflcncc  or  disatiility  ol 
both,  the  high  bailiff  of  sueli  county,  on  the  tentli  day  after  i<uch  elcc 
tion.  shall  jiublitly  open,  sort,  and  count  eaid  rotes,  and  mnko  a  rccora 
of  the  same,  in  tlio  office  of  tlio  olcrlt  of  such  countv  court,  a  cop; 
of  which  he  shall  transmit  to  the  Senate:  and  Bhall  also,  within  tei 
days  thereafter,  transmit  to  the  person  or  persons  elected,  a  ccrtifi 
cate  of  his  or  their  eiretioii:  Provided,  however,  that  the  Genera 
Assembly  shall  have  power  to  ru^pilatc,  by  law.  the  mode  of  ballot 
ing  for  senators  within  the  several  countici!.  and  to  prescribe  tb 
means  and  the  manner,  by  which  the  result  of  the  balloting  shall  h- 
atwertained,  and  through  which  the  senators  choscu  shall  be  cert; 
lied  of  their  election,  and  for  filling  all  vacancies  in  the  Scnat< 
which  shall  happen  by  dtath.  rctsij^nntion.  nr  otherwise.  But  the 
shall  not  have  power  to  apportion  the  senators  to  the  Boveml  coui 
ties,  otherwise  than  according  to  the  population  thereof,  agreeabl 
to  the  provisions  herein  before  orduined. 

6.  The  Senate  shatl  have  the  like  powers  to  decide  on  the  electio 
and  qnkliUcations  of,  and  to  expel  any  of  its  members,  make  its  ow 
rules,  and  appoint  its  own  <iffieerM,  as  are  incident  to.  or  are  pns3c»sci 
by,  the  House  of  Bupresentutives.  A  majority  shnll  constitute 
i^noinni.  The  Lieutenant-Onvcriior  shall  be  Pre!<ident  of  the  Ser 
ate,  except  when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Oovcmor,  or  who' 
his  office  shall  be  vacant,  or  in  his  absence,  in  which  cases  the  Ser 
ate  ijhall  appoint  one  of  its  own  members  to  be  President  of  the  Scr 
ate,  pro  ir.mpor'-,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  hnve  a  casi 
ing  vote,  but  no  other. 

7.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  trying  and  decidin 
upon  all  impeachments  :  when  sitting  for  that  purpose  they  ehnll  b 
~n  oath  or  flffirniation,  and  nn  person  .nhall  be  convicted  without  th 
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whose  services  he  may  at  all  times  command ;  and  for  whose  com- 
pensation provision  shall  be  made  by  law. 

9.  The  votes  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Treasurer 
of  the  State  shall  be  sorted  and  counted,  and  the  result  declared  by 
a  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. If  at  any  time  there  shall  be  no  el6ction  by  the  freemen,  of 
Crovernor  or  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  Treasurer  of  the  State,  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall,  by  a  joint  ballot,  elect 
to  fill  the  office,  not  filled  by  the  freemen  as  aforesaid,  one  of  the 
three  candidates  for  such  office  (if  there  be  so  many)  for  whom  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  shall  have  been  returned. 

10.  The  Secretary  of  State,  and  all  officers  whose  elections  are 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  who,  under  the  existing  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  are  elected  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  hereafter  be  elected  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  joint  Assembly,  at  which  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Senate  shall  preside,  and  such  presiding  officer  in  such  joint 
Assembly,  shall  have  a  casting  vote,  and  no  other. 

1 1.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the 
Governor ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it  j  if  not,  he  shall  return  it, 
with  his  objections  m  writing,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall  have 
originated,  which  shall  proceed  to  reconsider  it  If,  upon  such  re- 
consideration, a  majority  of  the  house  shall  pass  the  bill,  it  shall, 
together  with  the  objections,  be  sent  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it 
shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  a  majority  of 
that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such  oases  the  votes 
of  both  houses  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of 
the  persons  voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shaU  be  entered  on  the 
journal  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  Gt)vernor,  as  aforesaid,  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted,) 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a 
law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  two  houses,  by 
their  adjournment  within  three  days  after  the  presentment  of  such 
bilL  shall  prevent  its  return ;  in  which  case  it  shall  not  become  a  law. 

12.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  in  no  case  be  suspended.  It 
shall  be  a  writ  issuable  of  right ;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall 
make  provision  to  render  it  a  speedy  and  effectual  remedy  in  all 
cases  proper  therefor. 

13.  Such  parts  and  provisions,  only,  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
State,  established  by  Convention  on  the  9th  of  July,  1793,  as  are 
altered  or  suspended  by  any  of  the  foregoing  amendments,  or  are 
repugnant  thereto,  shall  hereafter  cease  to  have  effect 
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^__  Section  n.—Scaali'. 

,  AuT.  I.  There  shall  be  annunlly  elected  by  tlio  freolioldora"*** 
oikbr  inhabitants  i)f  tliia  cou mo u wealth,  quulificd  aa  in  this  C»^^ 
tuti oil  is  provided,  forty  persona  to  be  t'ouusclors  mid  senators  *^- 
the  year  ensuing  their  cicctiuu ;  to  be  choseu  by  tho  iuliabitank  cxx 
the  diMtrii'ts  into  which  the  couimoDirealth  may  froni  time  to  o^ 
Ik!  UiviJed  by  the  General  Court  for  that  purpose.  And  the  (£>  « 
rul  Court,  in  assigning  the  numbers  to  be  elected  by  the  represoea'^ 
tivc  districts,  shall  govern  themselves  by  the  proportion  of  the  ■  e>i 
lie  taxes  jiuid  by  the  said  distriets  ;  und  tiniuly  make  known  ta:>:i 
inhabitants  of  the  commonwealth,  the  limit!)  of  eucli  district,  ano  s3  j 
numbers  of  couTiBclurs  aud  senators  to  be  chosen  therein  :  prov^c:*- 
that  t)it>  number  of  sueh  districts  shall  never  be  less  than  thirt,±-:ri 
aud  that  no  district  be  so  large  as  to  entitle  the  same  tii  uhoosc  x  £»< 
tliai)  si:c  senators. 

And  the  several  counties  in  this  commonwealth  Hhall,  untL.i  J-x" 
General  Court  sbu  11  determine  it  necessary  to  alter  the  said£>2j 
trictH.  be  districts  for  ohoioe  of  counselors  and  senatoi-s,(excoptd'<^: 
the  counties  of  Dukes  fonnty  and  Nantucket  shall  form  on^^<*^ 
triut  f.>r  that  iiurii.it:.'.}  and  shall  elect  the  following   nuBibea^J' ' 


Suff.dk    .    .    . 
Essex      .     .     . 

sL 

York  ....*.      . 
J>uke'8  county  and  j 

Nantueket             I  ■ 
Worcester    .     . 

tw* 

MiddleHcz    .     . 

Hampshire  .    . 

.     ,     four 

&<-& 

Plymouth    .     , 

.    .    three 

Cumberland      . 

Itarustable  .     . 

.     .     one 

Lincoln    .... 

Bristol 

three 

Berkshire     .     .     .      . 

twr^ 

2    The  Senate  shall  be  the  first  branch  of  the  Legislature  : 

the  scnatiirs  shall   be  chntpn  in  the  following 
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CONSTITUTION. 

PREAMBLE. 

Tin:  cud  of  the  iiiBtitntioti,  maintenaocc.  and  administntion  of 
government,  is  to  3i;eiire  the  cxiatcnce  of  the  body  politic,  to  protect 
it,  and  to  furnish  the  individnalR  who  compose  it  with  the  power  of 
enjoying,  in  safety  and  tranquillity,  their  natural  HghtB  and  the 
blctwiugH  of  life  :  and  whenever  these  great  objects  are  not  obtwned, 
th«  people  hare  a  right  to  alt«r  the  gorernmeDt,  and  to  take  meoa- 
ures  nccesflary  for  their  safety,  prosperity,  and  happiness. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  association  of  individ- 
uals. It  is  a  hocial  compact,  by  which  the  whole  people  covenanla 
with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole  people,  that  all 
HJiall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for  the  common  good.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  people,  therefore,  in  framing  a  Conatitution  of  govern- 
ment, Ut  provide  for  an  equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  as 
for  an  impartial  interpretation  and  a  foithful  eiccution  of  them ; 
that  every  man  muy.  ut  all  times,  find  bis  security  in  them. 

Wc,  therefore,  the  people  of  nfassachmwtts,  acknowlednng  with 
grateful  hearts  the  goodness  of  the  Great  Legislator  of  the  Universe, 
in  affording  us,  in  Oie  oourse  of  his  Providence,  an  opportunity,  de- 
libcratolj  and  peaeoably,  without  fraud,  violence,  or  surprise,  of  en- 
tering into  an  original,  explicit,  and  solemn  compact  with  each 
otlier  i  and  of  forming  a  new  Constitution  of  civil  government,  for 
otu-gelvea  and  posteritv ;  and  devoutly  imploring  his  direction  in  so 
interesting  a  design,  do  agree  upon,  ordain,  and  establish,  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  of  rights  and  frame  of  government,  as  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

PART  I. 

A  DidAToiwa  tf  Righii  of  ttu  InhaMtants  of  the  Ctmmonieeaiik  tf 
l&uiaehuMlli. 

Akt.  1.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natu- 
ral, essential,  and  inalienable  rights  :  among  which  may  be  reckon- 
ed the  right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties  ; 
that  rf  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  property  ;  in  fine,  Hut 
of  seeking  and  obtaining  their  safety  and  happiness. 

S.  It  is  the  right,  as  well  as  the  duty,  of  all  men  in  sodety,  pub- 
licly, and  at  stated  reasons,  to  worship  the  Supreme  Being,  the 
Great  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  Universe.  And  no  subject 
shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  restrained  in  his  person,  liberty,  or  es- 
tate, for  worshiping  God  in  the  manner  and  seasons  most  agreeable 
-to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience ;  or  for  his  religious  profession 
or  aentimcntH ;  provided  he  doth  not  disturb  the  public  peace,  or 
«bKtnict  others  n  their  religious  worship. 
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determine  and  declare  who  arc  (-Iccted  by  cnch  district,  to  be  ^^^ 

tors,  by  a  mnjority  of  TOtc« ;  ami  in  case  there  Eball  not  appet^*! 
bo  the  full  number  of  Bciiators  retiii-iied.  elected  by  a  majorit*  «"«■ 
votes  for  any  district,  the  deficiency  Khali  lie  supplied  in  tnc  fu  <_>% 
ing  ra&nner,  vix. :  The  niembcrR  of  the  llmise  of  Jteprcscntnt***'* 
and  such  scnatora  as  shitll  be  declared  elected,  shall  tukc  tbo  niuxx    • 
uf  such  perijoiis  BS  Miall  be  found  to  have   the  liigUcst   numlwi  ^><_r  j 
votes  in  such  district,  and  not  eleeled,  amounting  to  twice  the  uts     -3 
bcT  of  senators  vanting,  if  there  be  sn  many  voted  for  :  ancioii#>c» 
these  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  a  number  of  senators  suffieicnt  to  fill  I  £% 
the  vacancies  in  such  district ;  and  hi  thi;)  manner  all   snch  va*«x-^ 
uies  shall  bo  filled  in  every  district  of  the  lomni  on  wealth  :   andb^r^ 
like  manner,  all  vaeaneies  in  the  Scualc,  nrising  by  death,  rem*  rri  a 
>)ut  of  the  State,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  supplied  as  soon  as  ma^'CSxr 
after  sucii  vacancies  shall  happen  ; 

5.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  person  sliall  be  capable  of  b*<f  -^ 
elected  a  senator,  who  is  not  seized  in  his  in\ii  right  of  a  frceir£><^- 
withiu  this  commonwealth  of  the  value  of  three  huudrcd  poand,£»xTj 
least,  or  possessed  of  personal  est<itc  t'>  the  vuluo  of  six  huuac:xr, 
pounds  at  least,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  same  sum  \  -  ^^ 
who  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  coniinnnwcaltli  for  tbo  ses  ^^ 
.if  five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election  ;  and  at  tlic  tinmj.^ 
his  election  he  sh.ill  bo  an  inhabitant  in  the  district  for  whieFu  ~ 
sliall  be  chosen. 

0.  The  Senate  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  themselves,  pFOw«: 
such  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

7.  The  Senate  shall  choose  its  own  PresiidcTit,  appoint  its  ^  - 
officers,  and  determine  its  own  rules  of  proceedings. 

8.  The  Senate  shall  bo  a  court,  with  full  authority  to  hearaic:v.j 
tcrminc  all  impeachments  made  by  the  House  of  KepreHenta^K^ 
.-igainst  any  officer  or  officers  of  tlie  commonwealth,  for  iniacoDdae:»  j 
mahid ministration  in  their  offices.  But,  previous  to  the  trial  of  ~^ 
iinpoachmunt,  the  members  of  the  Senate  shall  respectively  be  ^ 
'—'"-  ind  impartially  to  try  and  detenuine  the  cnarge  i: 
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sideration  ^ttjj^^HB^ed  to  the  public.  Audithis  title 
being,  in  natiiAS|^B|HMilary  iiiir  t  runs  ill  issiblo  to  cbiUrenor 
descuuiJaiit^,  ar  nO^^n  of  bluod.  the  iJeu  of  a  man  boro  n  mitgis- 
trate,  biwgivcr,  or  judge,  is  abi^urd  nntl  uunnturnl. 

(.  tioveriiiucnt  is  instituted  for  the  oomiuou  good  :  for  the  pro- 
t«etion.  Bafcty,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  tiie  people ;  and  not  for 
the  profit,  liouur,  orjirivate  interust  of  any  one  inun,  &niily,  or  any 
one  cWm  of  men.  Tlicreforc,  tlic  people  alone  have  an  incontesta- 
ble, inalienable,  and  indefeasible  right  to  iustitute  government,  and 
to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  Uie  same,  wlieu  tlieir  protection, 
safety,  prosperity,  and  bappiucss  require  it. 

8.  In  order  to  prevent  those  who  are  vei^ted  with  authority  from 
becoming  oppressors,  the  i>eoplc  Iiave  a  right,  at  sneli  periods  and 
in  such  uiaiinur  as  they  shall  estuliliah  by  the  frame  of  government, 
to  cause  tUuir  public  ol&cere'  to  return  to  private  life,  and  to  fill  up 
vacant  places  by  certain  and  re);ular  elections  and  uppointments. 

d.  All  tiluctioiis  ought  to  be  free  :  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
commonwealth,  having  sut-h  ijualifications  as  they  shall  establish  by 
their  frame  of  government,  h:ivu  an  cijual  right  to  elect  officers,  ana 
to  be  elected  f<)r  publli'  I'tiijiluyiuents, 

10.  Each  individual  of  tlie  society  has  a  right  to  bo  protected  by 
it,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  property,  according  to 
the  standing  laws.  lie  is  obliKinl.  eousequeotlv.  to  coutribato  his 
share  to  thcespenseof  this  proteet-inn  ;  to  give  his  personal  aervice, 
or  an  equivalent,  when  necessary.  Hut  no  part  of  the  property  of 
any  individual  can,  with  justice,  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied  to 
the  public  use,  without  his  own  consent,  or  that  of  tlie  rcpresentk- 
tivc  body  of  the  people.  In  fiuc,  the  people  of  this  commonwealth 
arc  not  controllable  by  any  other  laws  than  those  to  which  their 
constitutional  rep ruseuta tivc  body  have  given  their  consent  And 
whenever  tlic  public  exigencies  rcijuirc  that  the  property  of  any  in- 
dividual shall  be  aiipronrtatcd  to  public  uses,  he  shall  receive  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  therefor. 

11.  Every  subject  of  the  Commonwealth  ought  to  find  a  certain 
remedy,  by  having  recourse  to  tho  laws,  for  afi  injuries  or  wrongs 
which  he  msy  receive,  in  his  person,  property,  or  cbaraoter.  lie 
ought  to  obtKn  right  and  justice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged 
to  purchase  it — completely,  and  without  any  denial — promptly,  and 
iritnout  delay — conformably  to  the  lawa 

12.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  crime  or  offence, 
antil  the  same  is  fully  and  plainly,  substontially  and  formally,  dea- 
oribcd  to  him ;  or  be  oompclled  to  aeeusc  or  furnish  evidence  against 
himself.  And  every  per.^oii  sliall  have  a  right  to  produce  all  proofs 
that  may  be  favorable  to  him  ;  to  meet  tho  witnesses  against  him, 
&ce  to  face,  and  be  fully  heard  in  his  defense,  by  himself,  or  bis 
coonsel,  at  his  election.  And  no  person  shall  bo  arrested,  imprisoned, 
or  despoiled  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privil(u;eB, 
put  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  exiled  or  deprived  of  his  lif«, 
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liberty,  or  eatate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  pecrBf  or  thc^ 
the  land. 

And  tlie  Legislature  Ebull  not  make  any  law  that  Hhall 
any  person  to  a  capital  iir  infamous  punisliincnt  (excepting 
gOTGrnment  of  the  army  and  navy)  vitbnut  trial  by  jury. 

13.  In  crimiual  prost'cutioux  the  vuritieation  of  facts,  in  tl^ 
ity  where  tlicy  happen,  ia  ouu  uf  the  greatest  Dceuritieu  of  C> 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen. 

14.  Every  pcruon  lias  a  right  to  be  Hecure  from  all  unre&i 
Bearches  aiiu  Hcizurea  of  bis  person,  his  house,  his  papers,  : 
his  poijScasionH.     All  warrants,  therefore,  arc  contrary  to  thi: 
if  the  cause  or  foundation  of  thein  be  not  previously  suppoi 
oath  or  affirinotion  ;  uuJ  if  the  i>r<:ler,  in  a  warrant  to  a  civil 
to  make  search  in  all  suspected  places,  or  tu  arrest  one  or  mo 
peeted  peraous,  or  to  seisie  their  property,  be  not  nceompanic^  « 
a  special  designation  of  the  persons  or  objects  of  search,  arsr 
aeiEure.     And  no  warrant  ought  t<)  be  issued  but  in  suuh  cats  *~ 
with  the  forniolitieti  preseribed  by  the  law?. 

15.  In  all  eontroviTsies  eoueerning  property,  and  in  all  fi«_a 
tween  two  or  more  persons,  (except  in  cases  in  which  it  Laa  3 
fore  been  otherwise  used  and  practised.)  the  parties  have  a  r~  J 
a  trial  by  ^ury  ;  and  this  method  of  i>ri>ecduro  shall  be  held 
— unless,  in  cases  arising  on  the  high  seas,  and  ouch  as  r^9- 
mariners'  wages,  the  Legislature  shall  hereafter  find  it  ncccs«= 
alter  it 

Iti.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is  essential  to  security  of  fne  ^^ 
a  State ;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  restrained  in  this  Co  « 
wealth. 

17.  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  anus  for  tl*.  • 
inOTi  defense.     And  bs,  in  time  of  peace,  armies  are   danger"' 


Bulijei 
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'20.  The  power  of  suspending  the  law.s,  or  the  execution  of  the 
aw.s.  ought  never  to  be  exercised  but  l>y  the  Legislature ;  or  by  au- 
ihority  derived  from  it.  to  be  exercised  in  such  particular  cases  only 
18  the  Legisfhiture  shall  expressl}'  provide  for. 

21.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  speech,  and  debate,  in  either 
house  of  the  Legislature,  is  so  essential  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
ihat  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accusation  or  prosecution, 
iction  or  complaint,  in  any  other  court  or  place  whatsoever. 

22.  The  Legislature  ought  frequently  to  assemble,  for  the  redress 
)f  grievances,  for  correcting,  strengthening,  and  confirming  the 
laws,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may  require. 

*23.  No  subsidy,  charge,  tax,  impost,  or  duties,  ought  to  be  estab- 
lished, fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  without 
the  consent  of  the  people,  or  their  representatives  in  the  Legislature. 

24.  Laws  made  to  puni.^jh  for  actions  done  before  the  existence  of 
?uch  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes  by  preceding 
laws,  are  unjust,  oppressive,  and  inconsistent  with  the  fundamental 
principles  of  a  free  government. 

25.  No  person  ought,  in  any  case,  or  in  any  time,  to  be  declared 
luilty  of  treason  or  felony  by  the  Legislature. 

26.  ■  No  magistrate  or  court  of  law,  shall  demand  excessive  bail  or 
sureties,  impose  excessive  fines,  or  inflict  cruel  or  unusual  punish- 
ments. 

27.  In  time  of  peace,  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any 
honso,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  and  in  time  of  war,  such 
quarters  ought  not  to  be  made,  but  by  the  civil  magistrate,  in  manner 
otdained  by  the  Legislature. 

28.  No  person  can,  in  any  case,  be  subjected  to  law  martial,  or  to 
any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  (except  those  employed 
in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  actual  service,)  but 
by  the  authority  of  the  Legislature. 

29.  It  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  every  indi- 
Tidoal,  his  life,  liberty,  property  and  character,  that  there  be  an  im- 
partial interpretation  of  the  laws,  and  administration  of  justice.  It 
is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  free,  impartial. 
and  independent,  as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is;  therefore, 
not  only  the  best  policy,  but  for  the  security  of  tlie  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  should  hold  their  offices  as  Rng  as  they  behave  themselves  well ; 
and  that  they  should  have  honorable  salaries,  ascertained  and  es- 
tablished by  standing  laws. 

30.  In  the  government  of  this  commonwealth,  the  legislative  de- 
partment shall  never  exercise  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or 
either  of  them :  the  executive  shall  never  exercise  the  legislative 
and  judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them :  the  judicial  shall  never  cx- 
-ercise  the  legislative  and  executive  powers,  or  either  of  them :  to 
the  end  that  it  may  be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men. 
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ing.  trying,  and  determining  of  oil  manner  of  crimes,  ofFcncoB,  pleas. 
processes,  plaints,  actions,  matters,  causes,  and  things  whatsoever, 
irising  or  happening  witiiin  the  commonwealth,  or  between  or  con- 
cerning persons  inhabiting,  or  residing,  or  brought  within  the  same ; 
nrhcther  the  same  be  criminal  or  civil ;  or  whether  the  said  crimes 
be  capital  or  not  capital,  or  whether  the  said  pleas  be  real,  personal. 
:»r  mixed  ;  and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of  execution  there- 
upon :  to  which  courts  and  judicatories  are  hereby  given  and  grant - 
'id  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  administer  oath^ 
:)r  affirmations,  for  the  better  discovery  of  truth  in  any  matter  in 
controversy  or  depending  before  them. 

4.  And  further,  full  j)ower  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and 
eranted  to  the  said  Oeneral  Court,  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  or- 
dain, and  establish  all  manner  of  wholesome  and  reasonable  orders, 
laws,  statutes,  and  ordinamres,  directions,  and  instructions,  either 
with  penalties  or  without  (so  as  the  same  be  not  repugnant  or  con- 
trary to  thin  ('onstitutinn).  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  for  the  good 
iind  welfare  of  this  commonwealth,  and  for  the  government  and  order- 
ing thereof,  and  of  the  citizens  of  the  same,  and  for  the  necessary 
support  and  defense  of  the  government  tliereof ;  and  to  name  and 
!tettle  annually,  or  provide  by  fixed  laws  for  the  naming  and  set- 
tling all  civil  officers,  within  the  said  commonwealth,  the  election 
md  constitution  of  whom  are  not  hereafter,  in  this  form  of  govern- 
nent,  otherwfsc  provided  for :  and  to  set  fi»rth  the  several  duties. 
!>owers,  and  limits  of  the  several  civil  and  military  officers  of  this 
i^oiumonwealth.  and  the  forms  of  such  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be 
•espectively  administered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of  their  seve- 
-al  offices  and  places,  so  as  the  same  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to 
:lii3  Constitution ;  and  to  imjxjse  and  levy  proportionable  and  rea- 
Kouable  assessments,  rates,  and  taxes  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of 
ind  persons  resident,  and  estates  lying  within  the  said  common- 
yrealth ;  and  also  to  impose  and  levy  reasonable  duties  and  excises 
upon  any  produce,  goods,  wares,  merchandises,  and  commodities 
Brhatfioever,  brought  into,  produced,  manufacrtured,  or  being  with- 
in the  same ;  to  be  issued  and  disposed  of  by  warrant  under  the 
hand  of  the  Governor  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  time  being,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  for  the  public  service,  in  the 
necessary  defense  and  support  of  the  government  of  the  said  com- 
monwealth, and  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  citiiens  therc- 
3f,  according  to  such  acts  as  arc  or  shall  be  in  force  within  the 

game. 

And  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part  thereof, 
ahall  be  a.ssessed  on  polls  and  estates  in  the  manner  that  has  hitherto 
Deen  practised ;  in  order  that  such  assessments  may  be  made  with 
equality,  there  shall  be  a  valuation  of  estates  within  the  common - 
Prealth  taken  anew  once  in  every  ten  years,  at  the  least,  and  as  much 
sifcener  as  the  General  Court  shall  order. 
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y,  AuT.  I.  There  shall  be  annually  elected  by  the  freeholders  and 
othbr  inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  this  Consti- 
tution is  provided,  forty  persons  to  be  counselors  and  senators  for 
the  year  ensuing  their  election ;  to  be  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  into  which  the  commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time 
bo  divided  by  the  General  Court  for  that  purpose.  And  the  Gene- 
ral Court,  in  assigning  the  numbers  to  be  elected  by  the  representa- 
tive districts,  shall  govern  themselves  bv  the  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic taxes  paid  by  the  said  districts ;  and  timely  make  known  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  commonwealth,  the  limits  of  each  district,  and  the 
numbers  of  counselors  and  senators  to  be  chosen  therein :  provided 
that  the  number  of  such  districts  shall  never  be  less  tliau  thirteen ; 
and  that  no  district  be  so  large  as  to  entitle  the  same  to  choose  more 
than  six  senators. 

And  the  several  counties  in  this  commonwealth  shall,  until  the 
General  Court  shall  determine  it  necessary  to  alter  the  said  dis- 
tricts, be  districts  for  choice  of  counselors  and  senators,  (except  that 
the  counties  of  Duke's  county  and  Nantucket  shall  form  one  dis-' 
trict  fur  that  purpose.)  and  shall  elect  the  following  number  for 
counselors  and  senators,  viz. : 


Suffolk six 

Essex six 

Middlesex    ....  five 

Hampshire  ....  four 

Plymouth    ....  three 

Barnstable  ....  one 


York  ....*..  two 
Duke's  county  and  i 

Nantucket  \'  ^^® 

Worcester    ....  five 

Cumberland     .     .     .  one 

Lincoln one 


Bristol three    |      Berkshire     ....     two 

*2.  The  Senate  shall  be  the  first  branch  of  the  Legislature :  and 
the  senators  shall  Im'  chosen  in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  There 
shall  be  a  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  annually  forever, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  in  the  several  counties  of  this  com- 
monwealth ;  to  be  called  by  the  selectmen,  and  warned  in  due 
course  of  law,  at  least  seven  days  before  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
fi>r  the  purpose  of  electing  persons  to  be  senators  and  counselors. 
And  at  such  meetings  every  male  inhabitant,  of  twenty-one  years 
•of  age  and  upwards,  having  a  freehold  estate  within  the  oommon- 
wealth  of  the  annuai  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  estate  of  the 
value  of  sixty  pounds,  sliall  have  a  right  to  give  in  his  vote  for  the 
senators  for  the  district  of  wliich  he  is  an  inhabitant ;  and  to  re- 
move all  doubts  concerning  the  word  "  inhabitant"  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, every  person  shall  be  considered  as  an  inhabitant  (for  the  pur- 
po>«e  of  iel«3cting  atul  being  elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this 
State)*  in  that  town,  district,  or  plantation,  where  ho  dwelleth  or 
Jiath  his  home. 

The  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  shall  preside  at  such  meetings 
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impartially,  and  shall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  such 
town.-.,  present  ami  qualified  to  vote  for  senators  ;  and  shall  sort  and 
count  them  in  open  town  meeting,  and  in  presence  of  the  town  clerk, 
who  }ihall  make  a  fair  record,  in  presence  of  the  aelectinen,  and  in 
(»p(!n  tnwn  meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  person  voted  for,  and  of 
the  number  of  votes  against  his  name ;  and  a  fair  copy  of  this  record 
shall  Ixi  attested  bv  the  selectmen  and  the  town  clerk,  and  shall  be 
K*aliHl  up.  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
time  being,  with  a  suptirscription  expressing  the  j)urports  of  the 
f:»ntciits  thereof,  and  delivered  bv  the  town  clerk  of  such  town  to 
the  sheriif  of  the  countv  in  which  such  town  lies,  thirty  davs  at 
leas*  bcfnre   the  last  Wediiesdav  in  Mnv.  annuallv :  or  it  shall  lie 

•  ■  ■      * 

doliM^rod  intii  tlie  Secretary's  olHee  seventct'n  davs  at  least  before 
tlie  said  last  Wodnesdav  in  May :  and  the  sherilF  of  each  countv 
shall  deliver  all  such  certifi<::ites  bv  him  received  into  the  Secre- 
tarvs  office,  seventeen  days  before  the  said  last  Wednesday  in  Mav. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated,  (qualified  as 
tliis  Constitution  provides.)  who  are  or  shall  Ik'  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  assess  taxes  upon  th(jm selves,  toward  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment, shnll  have  the  same  privilege  of  voting  f«)r  counselors  and 
senators  in  the  plantations  wliere  tliey  reside,  as  tnwn  inhabitants 
have  in  their  respective  towns  ;  and  the  plantation  meetings  for 
that  purpose  shall  l»e  iield  annually  on  the  sam(<  first  Monilay  in 
April,  at  such  place  in  the  plantations  respectively  as  the  assessors 
thereof  shall  direct ;  which  assessors  shall  have  like  authoritv  for 
notifying  the  electors,  collecting  and  returning  the  votes,  ^^s  the 
selectmen  and  town  clerks  have  in  their  several  towns,  by  this  Con- 
stitution ;  and  all  other  persons,  living  in  places  unincorporated 
(qualified  as  aforesaid),  who  shall  bo  assessed  to  the  support  of  gov- 
erniQcnt  by  the  assessors  of  an  adjacent  town,  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  giving  in  their  votes  for  counselors  and  senators  in  the  town 
where  they  shall  be  assessed,  and  be  nntifitMl  of  the  place  of  meeting 
by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  they  shall  be  assessed,  for  that 
purpose,  accordingly. 

o.  And  that  there  may  be  a  due  Convention  of  senators  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  May  annually,  the  Covernor  and  five  of  the 
Council,  for  the  time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  examine  the 
returned  copies  of  such  records :  an<i,  fonrteen  days  before  the  said 
day.  he  shall  issue  his  summons  to  such  persons  as  shall  appear  to 
be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  votes,  to  attend  on  that  day  and  take 
their  seats  accordingly ;  provided,  nevertheless,  that,  for  the  first 
year,  the  said  returned  copies  shall  be  «'xamiued  by  the  President 
and  five  of  the  C(mncil  of  the  former  constitutiim  of  government; 
and  the  said  President  shall,  in  like  manner,  issue  his  summons  to 
the  persons  so  elected,  that  tliey  may  take  their  seats  as  aforesaid. 

4.  The  Senate  shall  be  the  final  judge  of  the  elections,  returns. 
and  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  the  Con- 
jiiitntion ;  and  shall,  on  the  said  last  Wednesday  in  May,  annually, 
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delcrmine  and  declara  wbo  arc  elected  by  oat'li  diBtrict,  to  b<^  -'  -^ 
ton,  by  a  majority  of  toIcr  :  and  in  vane  there  shall  not  npf^^a 
bo  the  full  number  of  scuutors  returned,  clectpd  by  a  major -^^ 
votos  for  anj'district,  the  deficiency  shall  \k  xnppHed  in  the 
ing  manner,  viz. :  The  mcmbcm  of  the  House  of  Bepresent»' 
and  Buoh  senators  as  shall  be  declared  elcetud,  nhall  tuku  tlii.:     =- 
of  such  pcrsonn  as  shall  be  fouiul  to  hare  tlie  highest    mini      m 
votes  in  snch  district,  aod  not  elected,  ainountliii;  to  twice  tlic» 
bcT  of  Rcnators  vantins.  if  there  be  ko  many  voted  fur  :   and 
these  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  a  number  of  ^cnatnrs  sufficient  to        ■ 
th«  vacancies  in  such  distriet ;  and  in  this  manner  all    siioH 
isicB  shall  be  filled  in  every  district  of  the  com  mi  in  wealth  ;    z*  m" 
like  manner,  all  Taeancics  in  the  Senate,  nrisinjr  ))y  death,  r'<^' 
nut  of  the  State,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  supplied  as  soon  as  tt~-» 
after  such  vacancies  shall  happen  : 

5.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  pci'son  shall  be  capable  o±^B 
ulected  a  senator,  who  ie  not  seitcd  in  his  own  right  of  a  fx-'  — 
within  this  eoramonwealth  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  poua  ^ 
least,  or  possessed  of  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  six  h  »;^= 
pounds  at  least,  or  of  brith  to  the  amount  of  the  same  surr^^ 
who  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  i'ni»ri>'gr.^  ^^^^  ^  ""^^.tm^m 
of  five  years  immediately  preceding  Ids  election  :  and  aTtEc'tiZ 
Ids  election  he  shall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  district  for  wh& 
shall  be  chosen. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  have  power  to  adjonrn  themaelves,  pr<»  "^ 
such  atUournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  tinie. 

7.  The  Senate  shall  choose  its  own  President,  appoint  it» 
officers,  and  determine  its  own  mles  of  proceedings. 

8.  The  Senate  shall  be  a  court,  with  full  nuth-iritylo  hear  an    ** 
termine  all  impeachments  made   by  the   Hous^e  of  RepresenUr:^ 
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2.  And  in  order  to  provide  for  a  representation  of  the  oitizens  of 
this  commonwealth,  founded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  every 
(rorporate  town  containing;  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls  may 
elect  one  representative ;  every  corporate  town  containing  three 
hundred  and  Kcvonty-fivc  ratable  polls  may  elect  two  representatives: 
every  corporate;  town  containing  six  hundred  ratable  polls,  may  elect 
three  represont^itives,  and  proceeding  in  that  manner,  making  two 
hundred  and  twonty-fivu  ratable  polls  the  mean  increasing  number 
for  every  additional  representative : 

Provided,  novcrtholfss.  that  each  town  now  incorporated,  not 
having  one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls,  may  elect  one  represent- 
ative. But  no  place  shall  hereafter  be  incorporated  with  the  privi- 
lege of  electing  a  representative,  unless  there  are.  within  the  samg; 
one  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls. 

And  the  House  of  ll(;pres(^ntatives  shall  have  power,  from  time 
to  time,  to  inqMtse  fines  upon  such  towns  as  shall  neglect  to  choose 
and  return  nionibers  to  tlio  same,  agreeably  to  this  Constitution. 

The  expense  of  traveling  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  returning 
home  once  in  every  session,  and  no  more,  shall  be  i)aid  by  the  gov- 
ernment, out  of  tiie  public  treasury,  to  every  member  who  shall  at- 
tend as  seasonably  as  lie  can.  in  the  judgment  of  the  House,  and 
does  not  depart  without  leave. 

3.  Every  member  of  the  House  of  Keprcsentativcs  shall  be  chosen 
by  written  votes  ;  and  for  one  year  at  least  next  preceding  his  elec- 
tion shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of.  and  have  been  seized  in  his 
own  right  of  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  within 
the  town  he  shall  bo  chosen  to  represent,  or  any  ratable  es- 
tote,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds ;  and  he  shall  cease  to 
represent  the  said  town  immediately  on  his  ceasing  to  be  qualified 
as  aforesaid. 

4.  Every  male  person  (being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  resi- 
dent of  any  particular  town  in  this  commonwealth,  for  the  space  of 
one  year  next  preceding)  having  a  freehold  estate  within  the  same 
town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  estate  of  the 
value  of  sixty  pounds,  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a 
representative,  or  representatives,  for  the  said  town. 

5.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen 
annually,  in  the  montli  of  May,  t«n  days,  at  least,  before  the  last 
Wednesday  of  that  month. 

6.  The  House  of  Kepres(»ntativcs  shall  be  the  grand  inquest  of 
this  commonwealth;  and  all  inipeachinonts,  made  by  them,  shall  be 
heard  and  tried  bv  the  ScMiato. 

7.  All  money  bills  shall  nriirinatc  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  but  the  Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as 
on  other  bills. 

8.  The  House  of  Re])rcsentatives  shall  have  power  to  adjourn 
themselves ;  provided  such  adjournment  shall  not  exceed  two  days 
at  a  time. 
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9.  Not  \cin  than  Riztj  mcnibers  of  the  IIouhc  of  Ropresea' 
shall  constitute  a  quornm  for  doinf;  busiiipss.  ^^^ 

10.  The  Houft  of  Represontativos  shall  Im  tlio  judge  of  ^^l^"j 
turns,  clcctiuus  aud  qualificatiuus  ut  iu  iiwii  uicmlwrB,  as  p  '*°"'-n 
ont  in  the  Oi)tistitution  ;  shall  i-hmihi;  their  own  Spoukur  ;  arT^^^;. 
thoir  own  offiecrs.  and  nettle  their  rules  and  orderit  (if  proceed  -^^'"fon 
their  own  hmise.  Tliuy  slmll  havi'  authority  tu  punish,  Ijv  inijC'l'^  ^ 
ment,  eviirj-  purjiiiu  (mit  a  iiieniher)  whii  shall  he  guilty  of  disr^  "^Tnit 

to  the  h^m^'l■■  by  aii.v  iHsordiirly  or  ennteuiptuouif  behaviour j|,jy( 

pnmoui-e  ;  or  wiii>.  in  the  town  where  the  (icni-rul  Oimrt  is  si    *-,jy  i 
and  duriti;.'  the  time  of  ild  sitting,  shall  threaten  harm  to  the  bo»        -y^t^ 
or  estate  of  any  of  its  timniberx,  fur  utiythhi^  said  or  douc  ii  '^..— il\ 
House  :  or  wlw  sliall  assault  any  of  theui  therefor ;  or  who  sha  -^^1 
Ault  or  iirn-st  any  witness  or  other   jXTsun  ordeivd  to   attend     ^^ 
House,  ill  his  way  in  ffoin;:  or  returning :  or  who  tihall   rescue 

person  :irri;>teJ  by  the  ordiT  of  the  Uoiisu.  ^-^^ 

And  no  tni-uiWof  the  lloustof  Iteprcseiit  a  lives  sliall  benrre^  ^^^ 
or  hebl  tu  Imil  on  mesne  prts-'i-ss,  during  his  going  into,   returr"* 
from,  I'l'  his  attendin;r  the  (ioneral  Asst'inbly.  ^-- 

11.  Tiio  .Si-nate  liuve  the  taiiKi  powers  in  ilii>  like  cases  :  and       -^^ 
finvernor  and  Conni-il  i^hall  h;ive  Ihi'   niuii;   iiullnirity  to    punish-*-*^ 
like  case's:   provided,  that  no  im|irisnnn»'nt,  on  iho  w-urraiit  or  or"* 
of  the  IJiivcriior.  Oonm-il.  Scnatv  or  1[iiiim>  of  liepresontatives,    __,     Z 
cither  of  tliu  ah.ive  de>eriliodoHfnery.  hi-f.'ir  a  term  exeeoding  tiii  ^ 
days. 

And  the  Senate  and  House  of  rteiire.'oiila lives  iimy  try  andJct^  ^^ 
mine  all  eases  vrlicrc  their  rights  unil  privileges  arc  concerned,  ft-^^ 
which  hy  tlie  (!on»titntion.  they  have  authority  to  try  and  determ^  J^ 
by  coiuinitti'ef  of  their  own  members,  ur  in  nucU  other  vay  at  th^^  ** 
may  respectively  think  best. 
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leetmen,  who  shall  preside  at  such  mcetingfl  ]  and  the  town  elerk,  iB 
the  presence  and  with  the  assistance  of  the.  sekebneiL  shall,  in  open 
town  meeting,  sort  and  count  the  votes,  and  finm  a  lut  of  the  per^ 
sons  voted  for.  with  the  number  of  votea  for  each  person,  agunat 
his  name :  and  shall  make  a  fair  record  of  the  same  in  the  town 
hooks,  and  a  public  declaration  thereof  in  the  said  meeting ;  and 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  tlio  iiiliabitants,  seal  up  copies  of  the  aaid 
lists,  attested  by  him  and  tlic  selectmen,  and  transmit  the  same  to 
the  sheriff  of  the  county,  thirty  days  at  least  before  the  last  Wednes- 
day in  May  :  and  the  sheriff  ^ihall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Secre- 
tary's office  seventeen  days  at  least  before  the  said  last  Wednesday  in 
May  ;  or  the  srioctnicn  may  cause  returns  of  the  same  to  be  made 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  seventeen  dayp 
at  least  before  the  said  day :  and  the  Secretary  shall  lay  the  same 
before  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  on  the  last  Wednes- 
day in  May,  to  be  by  them  examined :  and  in  case  of  an  election  by 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  returned,  the  choice  shall  be  by  them  de- 
clared and  published.     liut  if  no  person  shall  have  a  majority  of 
votes,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  two  out 
of  four  persons,  who  had  the  highest  number  of  votes,  if  so  many 
shall  have  becu  voted  for :  but,  if  otherwise,  out  of  the  number  voted 
for ;  and  make  return  to  the  Senate  of  the  persons  so  elected ;  on 
whieh  the  Senate  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  one  who  shall  bo  declared 
^bnemor.  ^ 

!L,  The  Ooveruor  shall  have  authority  from  time  to  time,  at  his 
.'^fin^etion,  to  assemble  and  call  together  the  counselors  of  this  com- 
~^lkonwealth  for  the  time  being ;  and  the  Governor,  with  the  said 
eoanselors,  or  five  of  them  at  least,  ^hall,  and  may  from  time  to  time, 
hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  the  ordering  and  directing  the  affairs 
of  the  commonwealth,  agreeal^Iy  to  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the 
land. 

5.  The  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority,  during  the  session  of  the  General  Court,  to 
adjourn  or  prorogue  the  same,  to  any  time  the  two  houses  shall  de- 
sire ;  and  to  dissolve  the  same  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  last 
Wednesday  in  May,  and  in  the  recess  of  the  said  Court  to  prorogue 
the  same,  from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one 
reeess ;  and  to  call  it  together  sooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  mav 
be  adjoamed  or  prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth  shall 
reqpiirie  the  same.  And  in  case  of  any  infectious  distemper  prevail- 
lag  IB  the  place  iriiere  the  said  Court  is  next,  at  any  time,  to  con- 
litts^  or  any  oanae  happening,  whereby  danger  may  arise  to  the 
halth  or  lives  of  the  members  from  their  attendance,  he  may  direct 
Ae  session  to  be  held  at  some  other  of  the  most  convenient  places 
within  the  State. 

And  the  Governor  shall  dissolve  the  said  General  Court  on  the 
day  next  preceding  the  last  Wednesday  in  May. 

6.  In  cases  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with  regard 
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to  tlu  neoeautj,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjonrnment,  or  prorogatioK* 
the  Gorernor,  with  advice  of  the  Council,  shall  have  a  rlglit  to  ac* 
jonrn  or  prorcgne  the  General  Court,  not  exceeding  uiaety  dayK.aa 
£fl  ohall  detennine  and  the  public  good  shall  require. 

7.  The  Qorernor  of  this  commonwealth,  for  toe  time  being,  shall 
be  oommander-in-chicf  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  all  the  luilitarj 
ftiToet  of  the  State,  by  eea  and  l&nd  ;  and  shall  have  full  power,  hy^ 
hixuelf,  or  by  any  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officerB,  from  tima 
to  time,  to  train,  instruct,  exercise,  and  gorern  the  militia  and  navy 
aad,  for  the  special  defense  and  safety  of  the  commonwealth,  to  asi 
semble  in  martial  turay,  and  put  in  warlike  posture,  the  iahabitanb, 
thereof;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  to  eDtxniic 
ter,  repel,  roaist,  expel,  and  pursue,  by  force  of  arms,  aa  well  by  ae^ 
u  by  Wd,  within  or  without  the  limite  of  this  commonwealth  ;  an« 
also  to  kill,  slay,  and  destroy,  if  necessary,  and  conquw,  by  ^I  fi^ 
ting  ways,  enterprises,  and  means  whatsoever,  all  and  oven  aaa^ 
person  or  persons,  as  shall,  at  anv  time  hereafter,  in  a  hostile  ma^ 
ner,  attempt  or  ent«rprisc  the  destruction,  invasion,  detriment,*^' 
annoyance  of  this  commonwealth ;  and  to  nse  and  exeroiso  over  If  *^'' 
army  and  navy,  and  over  the  militia  in  actual  service,  the  law  nc^^ 
tial,  in  time  of  war  or  invasion,  and  also  in  time  of  rebellion  P^^ 
elared  by  the  Legislature  to  exist),  as  occasion  shall  ueoessarjly^. 
mure ;  and  to  take  and  surprise,  by  all  ways  and  meaoB  whatsoa^^^ 
all  and  every  such  person  or  persons  (with  their  ships,  arms,  |tW^ 
niljon,  and  goods)  as  shall,  in  a  hostile  manner,  invade,  or  atb<^^ 
the  invading,  oonquering,  or  uinoying  this  commonwcaltii ;  au^k  J 
the  Qovemor  he  intnuted  wit^  all  these  and  other  powen  in*""^ 
to  the  offioee  of  oaptain-genoral,  uid  aommander-in-ehief;  and 
ral,  to  be  exeroised  agreeably  to  the  roles  and  regalationH  ^»- 
Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  laii'l,  and  not  otherwise. 
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ed  and  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Oon- 
sent  of  the  Council ;  and  every  such  nomination  shall  be  made  by  the 
Governor,  and  made  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  such  appointment. 

10.  The  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  by 
the  written  votes  of  the  train  baud  and  alarm  list  of  their  respective 
companies,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The  field  offi- 
cers of  regiments  shall  be  elected  by  the  writteu  votes  of  the  cap- 
tains and  subalterns  of  their  respective  regiments.  The  brigadiers 
»hoM  \>c  elected;  in  like  manner,  by  the  field  officers  of  their  respect- 
ive brigades.  And  such  officers,  so  elected,  shall  be  commissioned 
by  the  (rovernor,  who  shall  determine  their  rank. 

The  Legislature  shall,  by  standing  laws,  direct  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  convening  the  electors,  and  of  collecting  votes,  and  of  certify- 
ing to  the  Governor  the  ofiicers  elected. 

The  major-generals  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  House 
•)f  Representatives,  each  having  a  negative  upon  the  other ;  and  be 
commissioned  by  the  Governor. 

And  if  the  electors  of  brigadiers,  field  officers,  captains,  or  subal- 
terns, shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  such  elections,  after  being  duly 
notified  according  to  the  laws  of  the  time  being,  then  the  Governor, 
with  advice  of  the  Council,  shall  appoint  suitable  persons  to  fill 
such  offices. 

And  no  officer,  duly  commissioned  to  command  in  the  militia, 
tfhall  be  removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  address  of  both  houses 
to  the  Governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  pursuant  to  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  shall  appoint  their  adju- 
tants and  qnartermasters :  the  brigadiers  their  bri^ule-majors  ;  and 
major-generals  their  aids :  and  the  Governor  shall  appoint  the  adjn- 
tantrgeneral. 

The  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  shall  appoint  all  officers  of 
the  continental  army,  whom  (by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States  (it  is  provided  that  this  commonwealth  shall  appoint,  as  also 
all  officers  of  forts  and  garrisons. 

The  divisions  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments,  and  compa- 
nies, made  in  pursuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  shall  be 
considered  as  the  proper  divisions  of  the  militia  of  this  common- 
wealth, until  the  same  shall  be  altered  in  pursuance  of  some  future 

kw. 

11.  No  moneys  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  be  disposed  of  (except  such  sums  as  may  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  redemption  of  bills  of  credit  or  treasurer's  notes, 
or  ror  the  payment  of  interest  arising  thereon)  but  by  warrant,  under 
the  hand  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Council,  for  the  necessary  defense  and  Support  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof  agreeably  to  the  act  and  resolves  of  the  Ctene- 
ral  Court 


\  . 
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12.  All  pablic  boards,  the  oommissarj-goncrEil,  all  superintending 
oflieen  of  public  mogazincB  and  etores,  belonging  to  this  common- 
wealth,  Rud  all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrison b  \ritliin  the 
ume,  Bhall,  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and  without  rcqui- 
■ition,  and  at  other  times  when  reqnired  by  the  OoTernor,  dcili  per  to 
Um  an  account  of  all  goods,  stores,  provisions,  ammunition,  cannon, 
with  their  appendages,  und  small  arms,  with  tlicir  uccoutrcnieiits.  and 
of  all  other  public  property  whatever,  under  their  care  roapectively  ; 
distill guisblng  the  quantity,  number,  quality,  and  kind  of  each,  as 
p«rticul*Tly  as  mayVe ;  together  with  the  ccindition  of  sach  forts  and 
mrrisons.  And  the  said  commanding  officer  shall  exhibit  to  thv 
Goremor,  when  required  by  him,  tniu  and  usact  plans  of  auoh  forts, 
sod  of  the  land  and  sea,  harbor  or  harbors,  adjaeciit. 

And  the  said  boards,  and  all  public  officers  shall  communicate  to 
the  Governor,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  receiving  the  same,  all  di.s- 
patches  and  intelligence  of  a  public  nature,  which  shall  be  dirvcted 
to  them  respectively. 

13.  As  the  public  good  requires  that  the  Governor  should  not  be 
under  the  undue  influence  oif  any  of  the  members  of  the  G-eneral 
Gonrt,  by  a  dependence  on  them  for  his  support :  that  he  should  in 
all  cases  act  with  freedom  for  the  benefit  of  tlic  public  :  that  be 
■hoald  not  hare  his  attention  necessarily  diverted  from  tliat  object 
to  his  private  concerns  ;  and  that  he  should  maintuiu  the  dignity  of 
the  commouweulth,  in  the  character  of  it«  chief  magistrate,  it  is  ne- 
owsary  that  he  should  have  an  honorable,  I'tated  salary,  of  &  fixed 
and  permanent  value,  amply  sufficient  for  those  purposes,  and  estab- 
Uahed  by  standing  laws  ;  ;ind  it  shall  be  among  the  first  acts  of  the 
General  Court,  oAer  the  commencemcDt  of  this  Constitution  to 
establish  snch  salary  by  law  accordingly.  * 

Permanent  and  honorable  salaries  shall  also  he  cstabliiihed  bv 


MASSACHUSETTS.  101 


no  one  person  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people,  to  be 
(joveriior. 

2.  The  Governor,  and  in  his  absence  the  Lieutenant-OoYomor, 
^hull  be  the  President  of  the  Council,  but  shall  have  no  vote  in 
Council ;  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  always  bo  a  member  of 
tlic  Council,  except  wiien  the  chair  of  the  Governor  shall  be  vacant 

S.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  Governor  shall  be  vacant  by  reason 
of  his  death,  or  absence  from  the  commonwealth,  or  otherwise,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being  shall,  during  such  vacancy, 
perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  Governor,  and  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  power  and  authorities  which,  by  this  Constitu- 
tion, the  Governor  is  vested  with,  when  personally  present. 

Section  III. 

CouTuil,  and  the  manner  of  settling  elections  hy  the  JjigisUUure. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a  Council  for  advising  the  Governor  in 
the  executive  part  of  government,  to  consist  of  nine  persons,  besides 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  whom  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time,  at  his  discre- 
tion, to  assemble  and  call  together:  and  the  Governor,  with  the  said 
counselors,  or  five  of  them  at  least,  shall  and  may,  from  tim^  to  time 
hold  and  keep  a  Council,  for  the  ordering  and  directing  the  affairs 
of  the  commonwealth,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

"2.  Nine  counselors  shall  be  annually  chosen  from  among  tho  per- 
sons returned  from  the  counselors  and  senators,  on  the  last  Wednes- 
day in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives, 
a.SRembled  in  one  room :  and  in  case  there  shall  not  be  found,  upon 
the  first  choice,  the  whole  number  of  nine  persons,  who  will  accept 
a  scat  in  tho  Council,  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up  by  the  electors 
aforesaid,  from  among  the  people  at  large ;  and  the  number  of  sen- 
ator.s  left  shall  constitute  the  Senate  for  the  year.  The  seats  for  the 
persons  thus  elected  from  the  Senate,  and  accepting  the  trust,  shall 
be  vacated  in  the  Senate. 

3.  The  counselors,  in  the  civil  arrangements  of  the  commonwealth^ 
shall  have  rank  next  after  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

4.  Not  more  than  two  counselors  shall  be  chosen  out  of  any  one 
district  of  this  commonwealth. 

5.  The  resolutions  and  advice  of  the  Council  shall  be  recorded  in 
a  register,  and  signed  by  the  members  present ;  and  this  record  may 
be  called  for  at  any  time  by  either  house  of  the  Legislature ;  and 
any  member  of  the  Council  may  insert  his  opinion,  contrary  to  the 
resolution  of  the  majority. 

6.  Whenever  the  office  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
shall  be  vacant,  by  reason  of  death,  absence,  or  otherwise,  then  the 
Council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  during  such  vacancy,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  do  and  to  execute  all  and  every  such 
acts,  matters,  and  things,  as  the  GoYornor,  or  Lieutenant-Governor 
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mi^t  or  could,  by  virtue  of  this  Constitution,  do  or  execute,  if  tliev 
n  ttther  of  tliciu  wurc  personally  present, 

7.  And  whereas  the  elcutioDs  appointed  to  be  made  by  this  Cuii- 
Btitntion,  on  the  last  WcdncHduy  in  May  annually,  by  the  t(*o 
luniflcs  of  the  liugtoluturc,  may  not  Lc  completed  on  that  day.  thi' 
nid  elections  uiuy  Ih-  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  the  anmc  shall 
be  ooDiplctod.  And  the  order  of  election  Hlmll  be  ns  follows  :  the 
VBCancieK  in  the  Senate,  if  any,  shall  first  be  filled  up  ;  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  then  be  elected,  provided  there 
shall  be  no  choice  of  them  by  the  people;  tind  afterwtirds  the  two 
houses  shall  proceed  to  tiie  election  of  tlie  (Council. 


h:rTios  IY-—Sccrdary,  Tra. 


'S'ary,  tj-r. 


Art.  I.  The  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Keceiver-Ocueral.  and 
diB  Cominissary-Gtineral.  notaries  publtO;  and  naval  oSiccTF),  shall  be 
cbown  annually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  scuaturi  and  representntives. 
in  one  room ;  and  that  tho  citizens  of  tbLs  coniuiDnn-cuUh  iii.iy  hi- 
WBured,  from  time  to  time,  that  the  uiuiiey^  remaining  in  tbc  publir 
treasury,  upon  the  settlement  and  liijuidiitioii  of  the  public  aL-oounts. 
are  their  prutierty.  no  man  shall  bo  eligible  an  Treafuror  and  Wv- 
cejver-Ucneral  moru  tliaii  five  years  successively. 

2.  Tlie  reeords  of  tlie  commonwealth  shall  be  kejit  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputiiw,  for  whose  conduct 
he  shall  be  accouutablc ;  and  he  shall  attend  the  Governor  and 
Council,  tlio  Senate  atid  House  of  Represent  a  ti  von,  in  person  or  bv 
hie  deputies,  as  they  shall  rcspeettvely  require.  * 

CHAPTER  III. 
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renewed,  or  another  person  appointed,  as  shall  most  conduce  to  the 
well-being  of  the  commonwealth. 

4.  The  judges  of  probates  of  wills,  and  for  granting  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, shall  hold  their  courts  at  such  place  or  places,  on  fixed 
days,  as  tlie  convenience  of  the  people  may  require :  and  the  Le§^ 
lature  shall,  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  appoint  such  times  and 
places  :  until  which  appointments,  the  said  courts  shall  be  holden  at 
the  times  and  places  which  the  respective  judges  shall  direct. 

n.  All  the  causes  of  marriage,  divorce,  alimony,  and  all  appeals 
from  the  judges  of  probate,  shall  bo  heard  and  determined  by  the 
Governor  una  Council,  until  the  Legislature  shall,  by  law,  mtke 
other  provisions. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Delegates  to  Congress. 

The  delegates  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  Con<i;ress  of  the  Unitod 
States  shall,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June  annually,  be  elected 
by  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Keprescntatives,  assembled 
together  in  one  room  ;  to  serve  in  Congress  for  one  year,  to  co«- 
nience  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  then  next  ensuing.  They 
shall  have  commission  under  the  hand  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
great  seal  of  the  commonwealth  ;  but  may  be  recalled  at. any  time 
within  the  year,  and  others  chosen  and  commissioned  in  the  same 
manner,  in  their  stead. 

CHAPTER  V. 
To  the  University  at  Cambridge^  and  Encouragement  of  Literature^  4^ 

Section  I. — The  University. 

Art.  1.  Whereas  our  wise  and  pious  ancestors,  so  early  as  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six,  laid  the  foundation  of 
Harvard  College,  in  which  university  many  persons  of  great  emi- 
nence have,  by  the  blessing  of  God.  Wen  initiated  into  those  arts 
and  sciences  which  qualified  them  for  public  employments  both  In 
church  and  state  *  and  w^hereas  the  encourugement  of  arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  all  good  literature,  tends  to  the  honor  of  God,  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  great  benefit  of  this  and  the 
other  United  States  of  America,  it  is  declared  that  the  President  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  their 
successors  in  that  capacity,  their  officers  and  servants,  shall  have, 
hold,  use,  exercise,  and  enjoy,  all  the  powers,  authorities,  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities,  and  franchises,  which  they  now 
have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  use,  exercise,  and  enjoy  :  and  the 
same  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unto  them,  the  said  Presi- 
dent and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their  successors,  and  to 
their  officers  and  servants,  respectively,  forever. 

2.  And  whereas  there  have  been,  at  sundry  times,  by  divers  per- 
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sons,  gifta,  grants,  devisea  of  bouses,  lands,  tenements,  goodn,  chat- 
tels, legacies,  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  cither  to  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New  Endand,  or  to  tbo  President  and 
fellows  of  Harrord  College,  or  to  the  said  College,  by  noma  other 
dflBcription,  under  several  cliarges  Bucccsaivelj- — -it  is  declared,  that 
all  the  said  gifts,  grants,  devises,  legacies,  and  conveyances,  are 
hereby  forever  confirmed  unto  the  President  and  fellows  of  Har- 
vard College,  and  to  their  successors  in  the  capacity  aforesaid, 
aecording  to  the  tme  intent  and  meaning  of  the  dotior  of  donors, 
grantor  and  grantors,  devisor  aod  devisors. 

3.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  the  colony  of 
Musachusctts  Bay,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty-two,  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor,  for  the  time 
being,  and  all  the  magistrates  of  that  jurisdiction,  were,  with  the 
President  and  a,  nunioer  of  the  clergy  in  the  eaid  act  described, 
constituted  the  overseers  of  Harvard  College  ;  aud  it  being  necea- 
sary  in  this  new  Constitution  of  government,  to  ascertain  who  shall 
bo  deemed  successors  to  the  said  Governor,  Deputy- Governor,  and 
magistrates,  it  is  deelored  that  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Govornor. 
Council,  and  Senate  of  this  commonwealth,  are  and  shall  l>e  deemed 
their  succcsiiors :  who,  with  the  President  of  Harvard  OoUc^c^for 
the  time  being,  together  with  the  ministers  of  the  Congregational 
churches  in  the  towns  of  Cauibrldgo,  AVutertown,  Charleatown.  Bos- 
ton, Eosbury,  and  Dorcheatcr,  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  ^hall  be, 
and  hereby  are,  vested  with  all  tlie  powers  and  authority  belonging! 
or  in  any  way  appcrtainiDg  to  the  overseers  of  Harvard  College  '. 
provided,  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  tlie  Ijo- 
^lature  of  this  commonwealth  from  making  such  alterations  in  the 
government  of  the  said  university  as  shall  be  conducive  to  ita  advac- 
'    '  e  interest  of  the  republic  of  letters,  i 
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in  all  their  dealings ;  sincerity,  good  humor,  and  all  social  affec- 
tions and  generous  sentiments  among  the  people. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Oaths  and  subscriptions ;  incompatibilUi/  of,  and  exclusion  from^  offices; 
pecuniary  quoLifUations ;  commissions  ;  writs ;  confirmaiion  oflnirs ; 
habeas  corpus ;  the  enacting  style ;  continuance  cf  officers ;  provision 
for  a  future  rcvlsal.  of  the  Constitution,  ^c. 

Art.  i.  Any  person  chosen  Governor,  or  Lieutenant-Governor, 
counselor,  senator,  or  representative,  and  accepting  the  trust,  shall, 
before  he  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  take, 
make,  and  subscribe,  the  following  declaration,  viz. : 

''  I,  A.  B.,  do  declare  that  I  believe  the  Christian  religion,  and 

have  a  firm  persuasion  of  its  truth  ;  and  that  I  am  seized  and 

possessed,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property  required  by  the 

Constitution,  as   one  qualification   for  tne   office  or  place  to 

which  I  am  elected." 

And   the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  counselors,  shall 

make  and  subscri1>e  the  said  declaration  in  the  presence  of  the  two 

bouses  of   assembly;    and  the  senators  and   representatives   first 

elected  under  this  (Jonstitutiou,  before  the  President  and  five  of  the 

<.'0uncil  of  the  furiucr  Constitution  ;  and,  forever  afterwards,  before 

the  Governor  and  Council  for  the  time  being. 

And  every  person  chosen  to  either  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  as  also 
any  person  appoiuted  or  commissioned  to  any  judicial,  executive, 
niilitaryf  or  other  office,  under  the  government,  shall,  before  he  enter 
on  the  discharge  of  the  business  of  his  place  or  office,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  declaration  and  oaths,  or  affirmations,  viz. : 
"I,  A.  B.,  do  truly  and  sincerely  acknowledge,  profess,  testify, 
and  declare,  tliat  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  is,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  State , 
and  I  do  swear  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the 
said  commonwealth,  and  that  I  will  defend  the  same  against 
traitorous  conspiracies,  and  all  hostile  attempts  whatsoever : 
and  that  I  do  renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance,  subjection, 
and  obedience  to  the  Kiiig,  Queen,  or  government  of  Great  Britain, 
as  the  case  may  be^  and  every  other  foreign  power  whatsoever : 
and  that  no  foreign  prince,  person,  prelate,  stat«,  or  potentate, 
hath,   or  ought  to  have,  any  jurisdiction,   superiority,   pre- 
eminence, authority,  dispensing  or  other  power,  in  any  matter, 
civil,  ecclesiastical,  or  spiritual,  within  this  commonwealth,  ex- 
cept the  authority  and  power  which  is  or  may  be  vested  by 
their  constituents  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States :    And 
I  do  further  testify  and  declare,  that  no  man  or  body  of  men 
hath  or  can  have  any  right  to  absolve  or  discharge  mo  from  the 
obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or  affirmation ;  and  that  I  do 
make  this  acknowledgment,  profession,  testimony,  declaration. 
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denial,  renunciation,  and  abjuration  heartily  and  tru 
ing  to  tho  cviiiinon  meaning  and  acceptation  of  tb< 
words,  witbout  ony  equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or 
sensation  whatgocvor.  So  krlp  me.  God. 
"LA.  B..  tb  K'>lemnly  swear  and  affirm,  that  I  will 
and  impartially  discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties 

ou  mu  af  ■ ■ ,  according  to  the  beat  of  n 

and  nil dcrHtan ding,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  rcgi 
the   Constitution,  and   the  laws  of  this  cominonwi 
kelp  me  God." 
Provided  always,  that  whon  any  person  chosen  or  ap 
aforesaid  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  callo 
and  shall  dcelino  taking  the  said  oaths,  he  shall  make  hia  c 
in  the  foregoing  form,  and  subacrihc  the  same,  omitting 
"  I ilo  siBi-ar,"  "ami   alf/ure,"   ''oath"   '^awi.  abjuratioa," 
oath  ;  aud  in  the  second  oath,  tho  words  "  near  an-l,"  ta 
of  them  the  words  ''  so  help  dm  God ;"  subjoining  inatcE 
-  Thif  I  do  under  (lif  pains  awl  pennltUs  of  perjury." 

And  the  sai<l  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  taken  a> 
iKsd  Uy  the  Uovuruor,  IJcutenant-Cjovcrnor,  and  counBcl 
tho  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
aaseinbly :  and  by  tho  aanators  and  rep resen tali vcb  fii 
under  this  Constitution,  before  the  President  and  five  of  t 
of  the  foruicr  Constitution ;  and,  forever  afterwards, 
Qovernor  Mid  Cunnoil  for  the  time  being ;  and  by  the  rea 
officers  ifiiresaid,  before  suoh  persons  as,  from  time  to 
be  prescribed  by  the  Legislature. 

a.  No  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  judge  of  tht 
Judicial  Court,  shall  hold  any  office  or  place  under  the  ai 
tliis  commonwealth,  except  such  as  by  thi.s  Constitutioi 
admitted  to  hold,  skiving  tliat  the  .indgp^  of  the  waid  Coi 
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clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  clerk  of  the  inferior  court  of 
cummon  picas,  or  officer  of  the  customs,  (inclading  in  this  descrip- 
tion mival  officers.)  shall  at  the  same  time  have  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Ileprcseutativcs ;  but,  their  being  chosen  or  appointed 
to.  and  accepting  the  same,  shall  opperate  as  a  resignation  of  their 
scat  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  ;  and  the  place  so 
vacated  shall  be  filled  up. 

And  the  same  rule  sliall  take  ])lace  in  case  any  judge  of  the  said 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  judge  of  probate,  shall  accept  a  seat  in 
Council,  or  any  counselor  shall  accept  of  either  of  those  offices  or 
places. 

And  no  person  shall  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  .. 
Legb«laturo,  or  any  office  of  trust  or  importance  under  the  govern- 
ment of  this  commonwealth,  who  shall  in  the  due  course  of  law 
have  been  convicted  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  obtaining  an  elec- 
tion or  appointment. 

3.  In  all  cases  where  sums  of  money  arc  mentioned  in  this  Con- 
stitution, the  value  thereof  shall  be  computed  in  silver,  at  six  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  ])er  ounce:  and  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Lcgi.slature  from  time  to  time,  to  increase  such  ([ualifications.  as  to 
property  of  the  persons  to  be  elected  into  offices,  as  the  circum- 
atancos  of  the  commonwealth  shall  require. 

4.  All  commissi(m.s  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Mas.sachusetts ;  signed  by  the  Governor,  and  attested  ])y  the  Secre- 
tary or  liis  deputy,  and  have  the  great  seal  of  the  commonwcaltli 
affixed  thereto. 

5.  All  writs  issuing  out  of  the  clerk's  office,  in  any  of  the  Courts 
of  law,  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ; 
they  shall  be  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  from  whence  they  issue  ; 
they  shall  bear  test  of  the  first  justice  of  the  Court  to  which  they 
shall  be  returnable,  (who  is  not  a  party,)  and  be  signed  by  the  clerk 
of  such  Court. 

G.  All  the  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  u?»ed,  and 
approved  of  in  the  province,  colony,  or  State  of  Ma.ssachusetts  Bay, 
and  usually  practised  on  in  the  Courts  of  law.  shall  still  remain 
and  be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  Legislature : 
such  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  Constitution. 

7.  The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor[)ua  sliall 
he  enjoyed  in  this  commonwealth  in  the  most  free,  easy,  cheap,  ex- 
peditious, and  ample  manner :  and  shall  not  be  suspended  by  the 
Legislature,  except  upon  the  most  urgent  and  pressing  occasions, 
and  for  a  limited  time,  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

8.  The  enacting  style,  in  making  and  passing  all  acts,  statutes, 
and  laws,  shall  be,  "  Be  it  eyuicied  by  the  Senate  and  Iloifsc  of  Rcjtri'- 
snUativcs,  in  General  Court  asseinbled^  and  by  th^  authority  of  the 
same" 

9.  To  the  end  there  may  be  no  failure  of  justice,  or  danger  arise 
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to  the  conminniToalth.  from  a  change  oT  the  form  of  govct-nmonl 
offiuorii,  civil  and  mililary,  boMing  commissiona  under  tha  gov 
meut  am!  people  of  Maasnehusetts  Bav  in  Sew  England,  ant 
(itlier  offii;crH  of  xaid  government  and  people,  nt  the  time  this  < 
iititutioii  shall  take  effivt,  shnll  have.  hold.  use.  csorrise,  aud  ei 
■11  the  powers  and  authority  to  them  granted  or  committed,  i 
other  ficrrioua  sboll  be  appointed  in  their  stead ;  and  nil  coarl 
lnw  shall  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  tmsincss  of  their  rcspt 
departments :  and  all  the  cxeeutive  and  legislative  ofiicura. 
and  powers,  ohall  continue  in  full  force  in  the  enjoyment  a 
oiao  of  all  thtir  trusts,  employnienis,  and  authority,  until  the  G 
ral  Court,  and  the  Supreme  anil  executive  ofliccrs,  under  this  < 
stitation.  are  designated  and  invested  with  their  respective  tf 
powers,  and  authority. 

10.  In  order  the  more  effeetnally  to  adhere  to  the  principle 
the  Constitution,  and  correct  those  violations  which  by  any  ni 
may  he  made  therein,  as  ircll  as  to  form  such  alterations  as  fron: 
perience  shall  be  found  necessary,  the  (leneral  Court  wliich  shal 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
mIuiII  isfuc  precepts  to  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns,  and  to 
assessors  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  directing  them  to 
vcne  the  .inalificd  voters  of  their  respective  towns  and  plantati 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  their  i<entimentn  on  the  ncce.'isit 
expediency  of  revising  the  ('onstitulion.  in  order  to  amcndmerit 

And  if  it  shall  appear,  by  the  returns  made,  that  two-third« 
the  ']unlifieJ  voters  thrrmghout  the  State,  who  shall  aesenible 
vote  in  consequence  of  the  Raid  precepts,  are  in  favor  of  euoh  i 
sioQ  or  auiendmont.  the  Uencral  Court  Rhall  issue  precepts,  or  di 
them  to  be  issued  from  the  Secretary's  office,  to  the  several  town 
elect  delegates  to  meet  iu  convention,  for  the  purpose  nforosaid. 
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2.  The  General  Coart  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  erect 
or  constitute  municipal  or  city  governments  in  any  corporate  town 
or  towns,  in  this  commonwealth,  and  to  grant  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof  such  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities,  not  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution,  as  the  General  Court  shall  deem  necessary  or  expedi- 
ent for  the  regulation  and  government  thereof,  and  to  prescribe  the 
manner  of  calling  and  holding  public  meetings  of  the  inhabitants 
ill  wards,  or  otherwise,  for  the  election  of  officers,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  manner  of  returning  the  votes  given  at  such  meet- 
ings :  provided,  that  no  sucli  government  shall  bo  erected  or  conati- 
tilted  in  any  town  not  containing  twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  nor 
unless  it  be  with  the  consent,  and  on  the  application  of  a  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  town,  present,  and  voting  thereon,  pursu- 
ant to  a  vote  at  a  meeting  duly  warned  and  holden  for  that  purpose  ^ 
and  provided,  also,  that  all  by-laws,  made  by  such  municipal  or  city 
government,  shall  be  subject,  at  all  times,  to  be  annulled  by  the 
General  Court. 

3.  Every  male  citizen  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  upwards, 
(excepting  paupers  and  persons  under  guardianship,)  who  shall  have 
resided  within  the  commonwealth  one  year,  and  within  the  town  or 
district,  in  which  he  may  claim  a  right  to  vote,  six  calendar  months 
next  preceding  any  election  of  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
senators,  representatives,  and  who  shall  have  paid,  by  himself  or 
his  parent,  master  or  guardian,  any  State  or  county  tax,  which  shall, 
witliin  two  years  next  preceding  such  election,  have  been  assessed 
upon  him,  in  any  town  or  district  of  this  commonwealth :  and  also 
everv  citizen,  who  shall  be  b}'  law  exempt  from  taxation,  and  who 
shall  be  in  all  other  respects  qualified  as  above  mentioned,  shall 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  such  election  of  Governor,  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  senators,  and  representatives ;  and  no  other  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  vote  in  such  election. 

4.  Notaries  public  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  in  the 
same  manner  as  judicial  officers  are  appointed,  and  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  seven  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Governor, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Council,  and  upon  the  siddress  of  both 
lionses  of  the  Legislature. 

In  case  the  office  of  Secretary  or  Treasurer  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  become  vacant  from  any  cause,  during  the  recess  of  the  Gene- 
ral Court,  the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council,  shall  nomi- 
nate and  appoint,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  a  competent  and  suitable  person  to  such  vacant  offices,  who 
•liall  hold  the  same  until  a  successor  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Greneral  Court 

Whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  commonwealth  shall  require  the 
appointment  of  a  Commissary-General,  he  sl\all  be  nominated,  ap- 
pointed, and  commissioned,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may 
by  law  prescribe. 

All  officers  eommisaioncd  to  command  in  the  militia^  may  be  re< 
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moved  from  office  in  such  manner  as  the  I.ogiEluttire  moy  hy 
preBcribe. 

r>.  III  the  election  of  oaptains  and  HubaltcniB  of  the  niilitta,  all 
members  uf  their  respective  ctimpunica,  ub  well  those  under  aa  th 
&bovu  tha  nge  of  twenty-one  years,  Hhall  have  n  right  to  vote. 

6,  Instead  pf  the  oath  of  allegiance,  prescribed  by  the  Const' 
tion,  the  following  oath  shall  he  token  and  subscribed  b;  every  j 
Mn  choiien  or  Appointed  to  any  olhce,  civil  or  niiliturj',  under 
government  of  this  eommon wealth,  before  ho  shall  enter  upon 
dutieB  of  his  office,  to  wit : 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  Bolcmnly  swear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  a 
^nco  to  the  commonwealth  of  Muasaehusetts.  and  will  impport 
Oonatitution  thereof     So  help  me  Uod." 

Provided,  that  when  any  person  shall  he  of  the  denoniiuat 
called  Quakers,  and  shall  decline  taking  said  oulh,  he  ekall  mi 
hii  affirmation  in  the  foregoing  form,  omitting  the  word  '-  iiwc! 
and  inserting,  instead  thereof,  the  word  "nffirni,"  and  omitting 
words  "  HO  help  me  God,"  and  subjoining,  instead  thereof,  tho  wo 
■'  this  I  do  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury." 
■  7.  No  oath,  declaration,  or  subscription,  excepting;  the  oath  r 
Mribod  in  the  preceding  article  and  tho  oath  of  office,  shall  be 
ijuired  of  the  (Jovernur,  Lioutenant^overnor,  counselors,  aen.itt 
or  reprcseiitativca,  to  qualify  them  to  pcrforni  the  duties  of  th 
respective  offices. 

8.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  this  commonwculth,  (except  the  Co 
of  Sessions,)  and  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  author 
of  the  United  States,  (postmasters  excepted.)  shall,  at  tho  sa 
time,  hold  the  office  of  Governor,  Lieutenant-0  over  nor,  or  oo' 
selor,  or  h&ve  »  seat  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representative* 
"" lonwealth;  and   no  juJg«  "f  any  court  of  this    comm 
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next  choBcn,  as  aforesaid,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments 
sball  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  senators  and  two-thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives  present  and  voting 
thereon  ;  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Gourt  to  submit 
such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  people ;  and  if 
they  shall  be  approved  and  ratified  by  a^jority  of  the  qualified 
voters  voting  tnereon,  at  meetings  legally  warned  and  holden  for 
that  purpose,  they  shall  become  part  of  the  Constitution  of  tMs  com- 
monwealth. 


Article  of  Amendtneni  adopted  March  24,  1837,  as  the  \2th  Article 

of  the  Constitviion, 

In  order  to  provide  for  a  representation  of  the  citizens  of  this 
oommonwcalth,  founded  upon  the  principles  of  equality,  a  census  of 
the  ratable  polls  in  each  city,  town,  and  district  of  the  common- 
wealth, on  the  first  day  of  May,  shall  be  taken  and  returned  into 
the  Secretary's  office,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  pio* 
vide,  within  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  in  every  tenth  year  thcrcaftet 
in' the  month  of  May,  in  manner  aforesaid;  and  each  town  or  city 
having  three  hundred  ratable  polls  at  the  last  preceding  decennial 
census  of  polls,  may  elect  one  representative,  and  for  every  four 
hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls  in  addition  to  the  first  three  hun- 
dred, one  representative  more. 

Any  town  having  less  than  three  hundred  ratable  polls,  shall  be 
represented  thus :  the  whole  number  of  ratable  polls,  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding decennial  census  of  polls,  shall  be  multiplied  by  ten,  and  the 
product  divided  by  three  hundred,  and  such  town  may  elect  one 
representative  as  many  years  within  ten  years  as  three  hundred  is 
contained  in  the  product  aforesaid. 

Any  city  or  town  having  ratable  polls  enough  to  elect  one  or 
more  representatives,  with  any  number  of  polls  beyond  the  necei^ 
stry  number,  may  be  represented  as  to  that  surplus  number  by  mul- 
flying  such  surplus  number  by  ten,  and  dividing  the  product  bv 
four  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  such  city  or  town  may  elect  one  a^ 
ditional  representative  as  many  years  within  the  ten  years  as  four 
hundred  and  fifty  is  contained  m  the  product  aforesaid. 

Any  two  or  more  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  may,  by  con- 
sent of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  present  at  a  legal  meeting  in 
each  of  said  towns  and  districts  respectively,  called  for  that  purpose 
and  held  previous  to  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  in  which  the 
decennial  census  of  polls  shall  be  taken,  form  themselves  into  a 
representative  district,  to  continue  until  the  next  decennial  census 
of  polls,  for  the  election  of  a  representative  or  representatives ;  and 
such  district  shall  have  all  the  rights,  in  regard  to  representation, 
which  would  belong  to  a  town  containing  the  same  number  of  rata- 
Uapolk. 


^     ^'      ; 
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The  Governor  and  Council  Hhall  a-icertain  and  determine,  w  *^^ 
the  months  of  July  and  AuEUat,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  T  * 
Band  eight  hundred  and  tTiirty-sevcn,  according  to  the  forc^^^^ 
principles,  the  nuinlwr  of  reprosuntatives  which  each  city,  towof  " 
representative  district  is  entitled  to  eleut,  and  tho  number  of  y^ 
within  the  period  of  ten^ears  then  nest  ensuing,  that  each  *" 
town  and  rcprcscDtHtire  m^trict  may  elect  an  additional  reprcs(»^ 
tive :  and  where  any  town  lias  not  a  sufficient  number  of  poLS-^ 
elect  a  representative  each  year,  then  liow  inany  years  within  ^^ 
ten  years  hucIi  town  may  elect  a  reprcseiitAtivu ;  and  tho  same  ^« 
be  done  once  in  ten  years  thereaftiir,  bj  tho  Governor  and  Coar  ■•^ 
and  the  number  of  ratable  polls  in  each  decennial  censua  of  p**^ 
shall  determine  the  number  of  representatives  which  each  city.  t»-'^ 
and  repre:ioutative  diKtrict  luny  elect  as  aforesaid;  and  when 
nambcT  of  repreaentativus,  to  bo  elected  by  each  city,  town  or  re^t^ 
sentativc  district,  in  ascertained  or  determined  as  aforesaid,  the  <3S^ 
amor  shall  cnuNc  the  tmme  to  bo  published  forthwith  for  the  iat^ 
nuttion  of  the  peuple.  and  that  number  shall  remain  fixed  and  ^M 
alterable  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  existing  Constitution,  inconsiBtont  with 
the  provisions  herein  cuntuiiied,  are  hereby  wholly  anonlled. 


A  census  of  the  inhabitantijof  each  city  and  town,  on  the  first  dav 
of  May,  shall  be  taken,  and  returned  into  the  Scocctarj's  office  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  June,  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty,  and  of  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  which  censni 
shall  (lct«rTnine  the  apportion  in  on  t  of  senators  and  reprcBentjitivM 
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Miition  of  estates  within  the  Commonwealth  shall  be 

"•'  more  of  the  several  towns  may,  by  consent  of  a  ma- 

I'^irul  voters  present  at  a  legal  meeting,  in  each  of  said 

hvi'Iy,  called  for  that  purpose,  and  held  before  the  first 

'**«nifit,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 

(euth  year  thereafter,  form  themaalvcs  into  a  representa- 

-'Nf^i.  to  oontinue  for  the  term  of  ten  years;  and  such  district 

««vi>  all  the  rights,  in  regard  to  representation,  which  would 

ft  town  containing  the  same  number  of  inhabitants. 

uuaber  of  inhabitants  whidi  shall  entitle  a  town  to  elect  one 

Illative,  and  the  mean  increasing  number  whioh  shall  entitle 

>r  city  to  elect  more  than  one,  and  also  the  number  by  which 

iition  of  towns,  not  entitled  to  a  representatire  every  year, 

livided,  shall  be  increased,  respectiyely,  by  one  tenth  of  the 

•  rs  above  mentioned,  whenever  the  popuUtion  of  the  common- 

7i  shall  have  increased  to  seven  hundred  and  seventv  thousand, 

'  r  every  additional  increase  of  seventy  thousand  inhabitants, 

■^imc  adution  of  one  tenth  shall  be  nwde,  respectively,  to  the 

^  numbevs  above  mentioned. 

In  the  year  of  eaoh  decennial  census  the  Governor  and  Council 
'^fill.  before  the  first  day  of  September,  apportion  the  number  of 
v^presentatives  which  each  dty,  town  and  representative  district  is 
f^utitled  to  elect,  and  ascertain  bow  many  years,  within  ten  years, 
any  town  may  elect  a  representative,  which  is  not  entitled  to  elect 
one  every  year ;  and  the  Ghivernor  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  pub- 
lished finrthwith. 

Nine  eoonselors  shall  be  annually  chosen  from  among  the  people 
at  largOi  on  tlie  first  Wednesday  of  January,  or  as  soon  uierealber  as 
may  JSe,  by  the  j<nnt  ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives  as- 
semblea  in  one  room,  who  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  like  manner, 
fill  op  any  vaoanoies  that  may  happen  in  the  Council,  by  death,  re- 
aigimon,  or  otherwise.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  counselor, 
mo  has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  term 
of  tffft  jean  immediately  preceding  his  election ;  and  not  more  than 
€M  eonneJnr  shall  be  dunen  from  any  one  senatorial  district  in  the 
ooHOMmwealth. 

No  possession  of  a  freehold,  or  of  any  other  estate,  shall  be  re* 
cndrea  as  a  qnalifieation  for  holding  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  the 
Oieral  Gourt^  or  in  the  Bseeative  GoqaeiL 
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Tbh  u  the  imallest  Stale  in  the  nnton. 
poftion  U  its  InlitbltBiiti,  than  itny     ' 

SiTldeoee,  in  IMS,  by  Roger  Will .  _._    , „ 

Ued  from  MaMaehnaetta  on  acconnt  of  [heir  views  or  relis^loaa  tolpn 

--y  Gammrri  Life  of  Ri^tv  WlUinw,  published  by  Gmdd.KfndnU  4 
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ARTICLE    I. 

Declaration  of  certain  ConstUiUional  Rights  and  Principles. 

In  order  effectually  to  secure  the  religious  and  political  freedom, 
established  by  our  venerated  ancestors,  and  to  preserve  the  same  for 
our  posterity,  we  do  declare  that  the  essential  and  unquestionable 
rights  and  priuo^les  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  bo  established, 
maintained,  and  prescrred,  and  shall  be  of  paramount  obligation  in 
aU  legislatiye,  iudicial  and  executive  proceedings. 

Sec.  1.  In  the  words  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  we  declare, 
that  '^  the  basis  of  our  political  systems  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
make  and  alter  their  constitutions  of  government ;  but  that  the  Con- 
stitution which  at  any  time  exists,  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all." 

2.  All  free  governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection,  safety, 
and  happiness  of  the  people.  All  laws,  therefore,  should  be  maae 
for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  and  the  burdens  of  the  State  ought  to  be 
fairly  distributed  among  its  citizens. 

3.  Whereas,  Almighty  God  hath  created  the  mind  free  ;  and  all 
attempts  to  influence  it  by  temporal  punishments  or  burthens,  or  by 

^^ .  ^i^il  incapacitations,  tend  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrisy  and  mean- 
nbess ;  and  whereas  a  principal  object  of  our  venerated  ancestors,  in 
their  migration  to  this  country  and  their  settlement  of  this  State, 
was,  as  they  expressed  it,  to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment  that  a 
flourishing  civil  State  may  stand  and  be  best  maintained  with  full 
liberty  in  religious  concernments :  we,  therefore,  declare,  that  no 
man  shall  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  to  support  any  religious  wor- 
ship, place  or  ministry  whatever,  except  in  fulfilment  of  his  own 
T<duntary  contract ;  nor  enforced,  restrained,  molested  or  burthened 
in  his  body  or  goods  ;  nor  disqualified  from  holding  any  office ;  nor 
otherwise  suffer  on  account  of  his  religious  belief:  and  that  every 
man  shall  be  free  to  worship  Gtod  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience,  and  to  profess  and  bv  argument  to  maintain  his 
opinion  in  matters  of  religion ;  and  that  the  same  shall  in  no  wise 
dmiinish,  onlarge  or  affect  his  civil  capacity.  » 

4.  Slavery  shall  not  be  permitted  in  this  State. 

5.  Every  person  within  this  State  ought  to  find  a  certain  remedy, 
by  having  recourse  to  the  laws,  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs  which  he 
may  receive  in  his  person,  property  or  cnaracter.  He  ought  to  ob- 
tun  right  and  justice  freely,  and  without  purchase,  completely  and 
without  denial ;  promptly  and  without  delay ;  conformably  to  the 
laws. 

6.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  papers, 
and  possessions,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall 
not  be  violated ;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue,  but  on  complaint  in 
writingyppon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
describing,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  tne  place  to  be  BMidied  and  the 
persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 
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7.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  other  in&* 
mous  crime,  unless  on  presentment  or  indictment  by  a  grand  jury, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  or  of  such  offences  as  are  cogniza- 
ble by  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  or  in  oases  arising  in  the  land  or 
naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war 
or  public  danger.  No  person  shall,  after  an  acquittal,  be  tried  for 
the  same  offence. 

8.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
posed, nor  cruel  punishments  infliotea ;  and  all  punishments  ought 
to  be  proportioned  to  the  offence. 

9.  All  persons  imprisoned  ought  to  be  bailed  by  sufficient  Buretv. 
unless  for  offences  punishable  by  death  or  by  imprisonment  for  lire, 
when  the  proof  of  guilt  is  evident,  or  the  presumption  great  The 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless 
when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  shall  require 
it ;  nor  ever  without  the  authority  of  the  General  Assembly. 

10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  e^joy  the  right 
to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury ;  to  bo  informed 
of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the 
witnesses  against  him,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
them  in  his  favor,  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  in  his  defen<Mk 
and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  speak  for  himself;  nor  shall  he  be  deprivea^ 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or 
the  law  of  the  land. 

1 1.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  when  there  is  not  strong  presumption 
of  fraud,  ought  not  to  be  continued  in  prison,  after  he  shall  have 
delivered  up  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

12.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  oon- 
traots,  shall  be  passed. 

13.  No  man  in  a  court  of  common  law  shall  be  compelled  to  give 
evidence  criminating  himself. 

14.  Every  man  being  presumed  innocent,  until  he  ia  pronounced 
guilty  by  the  law,  no  act  of  severity  which  is  not  necessary  to  aeoure 
un  accused  perso^  shall  be  permitted. 

15.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

16.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  uses,  without 
just  compensation. 

1 7.  The  people  shall  continue  to  enjoy  and  freely  exercise  all  the 
rights  of  fishery,  and  the  privileges  of  the  shore,  to  which  they  have 
been  heretofore  entitled  under  the  charter  and  usages  of  this  State. 
But  no  new  right  is  intended  to  be  granted,  nor  any  existing  right 
impaired  by  this  declaration. 

18.  The  military  shall  be  held  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil 
anthority.  And  the  law  martial  shall  be  used  and  exercised  in 
snoh  otaea  only  aa  occasion  shall  ueoessarily  require. 

19l  No  Mdmr  shall  be  quartered  in  any  house,  in  time  of  peaeei 
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without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  nor,  in  time  of  war,  but  in  man* 
ner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

20.  The  liberty  of  the  press  beinff  essential  to  the  seonrity  of  free- 
dom in  a  state,  an^  person  may  publish  his  sentiments  on  any  sub- 
ject beinff  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty ;  and  in  all  trials 
for  iibcLboth  civil  and  criminal,  the  truth,  unless  published  from 
malicious  motives,  shall  be  sufficient  defense  to  the  person  charged. 

21.  The  citizens  have  a  right  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  assemble 
for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  tho 
powers  of  government,  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  for  other  pur- 
poses, bv  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance. 

22.  The  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms,  shall  not  be 
inuinged. 

23.  The  enumeration  of  the  Ibregoinff  riffhts  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  impair  or  deny  others  retained  by  tne  people. 

ARTICLE    li. 

Of  the  QiuUificaiion  cfEUdors, 

Sec.  1.  Every  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  a^e  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  has  had  his  residence  and  home  in  thisState 
for  one  year,  and  in  the  town  or  city  in  which  he  may  claim  a  right  to 
70te,  six  months  next  preceding  the  time  of  voting,  and  who  is  really 
and  truly  possessed  in  his  own  right  of  real  estate  in  such  town  or 
city  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  over  and 
above  all  incumbrances,  or  which  shall  rent  for  seven  dollars  per 
annum  over  and  above  any  rent  reserved  or  the  interest  of  any  in- 
cumbranoea  thereon,  being  an  estate  in  fee  simple,  fee  tail,  for  the 
life  of  any  person,  or  an  estate  in  reversion  or  remafnder,  which 
qualifies  no  other  person  to  vote,  the  conveyance  of  which  estate,  if 
by  deed,  shall  have  been  recorded  at  least  ninety  davs,  shall  there- 
after have  a  riffht  to  vote  in  the  election  of  all  civil  officers,  and  on  all 
(juestions  in  ail  legal  town  or  ward  meetings  so  long  as  he  continues 
so  qualified.  And  if  any  person  hereinbefore  described*  shall  own 
any  such  estate  within  this  State  out  of  the  town  or  city  in  which 
he  resides,  he  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  all  general 
officers  and  members  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  town  or  city  in 
which  he  shall  have  had  his  residence  and  home  for  the  term  of  six 
months  next  preoeding  the  election,  upon  producing  a  certificate 
from  the  clerk  of  the  town  or  city  in  which  his  estate  lies,  bearing 
date  within  ten  days  of  the  time  of  his  voting,  setting  forth  that 
such  person  has  a  sufficient  estate  therein  to  qualify  him  as  a  voter : 
and  tnat  the  deed,  if  any,  has  been  recorded  ninety  days. 

2.  Every  male  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  has  had  his  residence  and  home  in  this  Btato 
two  years  and  in  the  town  or  city  in  which  he  may  offer  to  vote,  six 
months  next  preceding  the  time  of  voting,  whose  name  is  registered 
pursuant  te  the  act  calling  the  convention  to  frame  this  Constitu- 
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Uon,  or  shall  be  registered  in  tbc  office  of  the  olerk  of  Boch  tovn 
cltr  at  least  Bereu  Jays  before  tlie  time  he  shall  offer  to  vote,  atf 
before  the  last  day  of  December  in  the  present  year  ;  and  who  bi> 
paid  or  shall  pay  &  tax  or  taxes  assessed  upon  his  estate  within  thv 
State  and  within  a  year  of  the  time  of  voting  to  the  amouot  of  on 
dollar,  or  vho  shall  voluntarily  pay  at  least  seven  dars  before  th 
time  ne  shall  offer  to  vote,  and  Mfore  said  last  day  of  December,  t 
the  clerk  or  treasurer  of  the  town  or  city  where  he  resides,  the  8U 
of  one  dollar,  or  snch  sum  as  with  his  other  taxes,  shnll  niDonnt 
one  dollar,  for  the  support  of  public  seliools  therein,  and  aliall  mal 
proof  of  the  same,  by  tnc  certificate  of  the  clerk,  treasurer  or  colli 
tor  of  any  town  or  oit;  where  such  payment  is  made  :  or,  who  boil 
so  registered,  has  been  enrolled  in  any  military  company  in 


State,  and  done  military  si 


Ci 


>r  duty  therein,  within  tho  prese 


r,  pursuant  to  law,  and  shall,  (uatil  other  proof  ia  rei^uircd  ' 
by  the  certificate  of  the  officer  legtuly  commanding  tl 
rcgimeut,  or  chartered,  or  legally  authorised  volunteer  compnnv 
which  he  may  have  served  or  dono  duty,  that  he  has  been  equipp 
and  done  duty  according  to  law,  or  by  the  certificate  of  the  eoniin 
sioners  upon  military  claims,  that  he  has  performed  military  8cr\'i< 
shall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  all  civil  officers,  and 
all  questions  in  all  legally  organized  tewD  or  ward  mcctingn.  un 
the  end  of  the  first  year  after  the  adoption  of  this  Conetitutiou, 
until  the  end  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  aud  forty-three. 

From  and  after  that  time,  every  snoh  citisen  who  has  had  the  re 
dence  herein  required,  and  whose  name  shall  be  registered  in  t 
town  where  he  resides,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  December,  iu  t 

J'ear  uext  preceding  the  time  of  his  voting,  and  who  shall  show 
egal  proo^  that  he  has  for  and  within  the  year  next  preceding  t 
time  he  shall  offer  to  vote,  paid  a  tax  or  taxua  aascsBod   iigaiust  h 
town  or  city  in  this  State,  to  the 
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military  duty  aooordinf  to  the  proyisions  of  the  preceding  eeotion, 
■hall  be  remitted  for  the  year  he  shall  perform  such  duty ;  and  the 
r^^try  tax  assessed  upon  any  mariner,  for  any  year  while  he  is  at 
sea,  shall,  npon  his  application,  be  remitted  ;  and  no  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  whose  registry  tax  for  either  of  the  two  yean  next 
preceding  the  time  of  voting  is  not  paid  or  remitted  as  herein  pro- 
vided. 

4.  No  person  in  the  military,  naval,  marine,  or  any  other  service 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  (considered  as  having  the  required  res- 
idence by  reason  of  being  employed  in  any  garrison,  barrack  or 
military  or  naval  station  in  this  State :  and  no  pauper,  lunatic,  per- 
son non  compos  mentis,  person  under  guardianship,  or  members  of 
the  Narragansett  tribe  of  Indians,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  registered 
or  to  vote.  Nor  shall  any  person  convicted  of  bribery  or  of  any 
crime  deemed  infamous  at  common  law,  be  permitted  to  exercise 
that  privilege,  until  he  be  expressly  restored  thereto  by  act  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

5.  Persons  residing  on  lands  ceded  by  this  State  to  the  United 
States,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  electors. 

6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  full  power  to  provide  for  a 
registry  of  voters,  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  conducting  the  eleo- 
tions,  the  form  of  certificates,  the  nature  of  the  evidence  to  be  re- 
quired in  case  of  a  dispute  as  to  the  right  of  any  person  to  vote,  and 
generally  to  enact  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  this  article  into  eJSTeot,  ^ 
and  to  prevent  abuse,  corruption,  and  fraud  in  voting.                                     ,!!?. 

ARTICLE  111.— Of  the  Distribuiion  of  Powers. 

The  powers  of  the  government  shall  be  distributed  into  three  de- 
partments ;  the  Legisuitive,  Executive,  and  Judicial 

ARTICLE  lY.—Cfthe  Legislative  Power. 

Sec.  1.  This  Constitution  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  State, 
and  any  law  inconsistent  therewith  shall  be  void.  The  (Jeneral 
Assembly  shall  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  this  Constitution 
into  effect 

2.  The  Legislative  power,  under  this  Constitution,  shall  be  vested 
in  two  houses,  the  one  to  be  called  the  Senate,  the  other  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  and  both  together  the  (General  Assembly.  The 
concurrence  of  the  two  houses  shall  be  necessary  to  the  enactment 
of  laws.  The  stvle  of  their  laws  shall  be,  i^  w  enacted  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  MfoUows : 

3.  There  shall  be  two  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  holden 
annually ;  one  at  Newport,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  for  the 

Sorposes  of  election  and  other  business ;  the  other  on  the  last  Mon- 
ay  of  October,  which  last  session  shall  be  holden  at  South  Kings- 
town, once  in  two  years,  and  the  intermediate  years  alternately  at 
Bristol,  and  East  Greenwich  ;  and  an  adjournment  from  the  October 
session  shall  be  holden  annually  at  Providence. 
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4.  No  member  of  ihe  General  Assembly  ^iJl  teke  «ny  fee,    f^}^ 
ofooaiuel  in  Any  case  pending  before  either  house  of  the  GenerW-^ 
«mbly,nnder  penalty  of  forfeitinK  bia  neat,  upon  proof  thereof 
the  aatia&e^D  of  the  boose  of  wbioh  be  is  a  member. 

5.  The  person  of  every  member  of  the  General  AaMmbly  shall  K 
eaaempt  from  arrest,  and  his  estate  from  attaohment  in  any  civil  aC' 
tion,  during  the  session  of  the  General  Aesembly,  and  two  days  befoiff 
the  eommeaoement,  and  two  days  after  the  termination  thereof,  and 
all  pAeess  serred  oontrary  hereto  shall  be  void.  For  any  speeoh 
in  debBta  in  fitber  house,  no  member  shall  be  qoestioned  in  kvy 
other  dboa. 

6.  fiadi  honae  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections  and  qiuliflea- 
tions  of  its  members  ;  and  a  majority  shall  oonatitate  a  qaomm  li 
4o  bosinosfl  ;  bnt  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  tivm  day  to  day 
and  may  eompel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  snoh  manner 
«id  under  tnoh  penalties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  such  hooae  or  ly 
law.  The  organiiation  of  the  two  bousos  may  be  regulated  by  law 
■nbjeet  to  the  Ibuitatjons  contained  in  this  Constitution. 

7.  Bach  bouse  may  determine  its  roles  of  proceeding,  punisJ 
oontempt,  punish  ita  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  th 
muourrenee  of  two-thirda,  expel  a  member ;  but  not  a  second  tinii 
(or  tiie  same  cause. 

8.  £ach  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proeeedinga.  The  yea 
and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  house,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  oni 
fifth  of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal 

9.  Neither  house  shall,  during  a  session,  without  the  ooDsent  ol 
the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days,  nor  to  any  other  plao 
than  that  in  which  they  may  be  sitting. 

)0.  The  General  Assembly  shall  continoe  to  ezeroise  the  power 
they  have  heretofore  exeroised,  unless  prohibited  in  this  CoDatita 
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of  tbe  General  Assemblj  shall  be  reanired  to  every  bill  appropriat- 
ing the  public  money  or  property  for  local  or  private  purposes. 

15.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time,  provide  for 
making  new  valuations  of  property,  for  the  assessment  of  taxes,  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  deem  best  A  now  estimate  of  such 
property  shall  be  taken  before  the  first  direct  State  tax,  after  tht$ 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  assessed. 

1 6.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  the  continuance 
in  office  of  any  officers  of  annual  election  or  appointment,  until  other 
persons  are  qualified  to  take  their  places. 

17.  Hereafter,  when  any  bill  shall  be  presented  to  either  house  of 
the  (jeneral  Assembly,  to  create  a  corporation  for  any  other  than  for 
religions,  literary,  or  charitable  purposes,  or  for  a  military,  or  fire 
compniny,  it  shall  be  continued  until  another  election  of  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  have  taken  place,  and  such  public  notice 
of  the  pendency  thereof  shall  be  given  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  two  houses  upon  the  request  of 
either,  to  join  in  grand  committee  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Sena- 
tors in  Congress,  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  said  elections. 

ARTICLE  Y.—Of  the  House  of  RepreseniaHves. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  never  exceed  seventy- 
two  members,  and  shall  be  constituted  on  the  basis  of  population, 
always  allowing  one  representative  for  a  fraction  exceeding  half  the 
raUo ;  but  each  town  or  city  shall  always  be  entitled  to  at  least  one 
member ;  and  no  town  or  city  shall  have  more  than  one-sixth  of  the 
whole  number  of  members  to  which  the  House  is  hereby  limited. 
The  present  ratio  shall  be  one  representative  to  every  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty  inhabitants,  and  the  General  Assembly  may,  after 
any  new  census  taken  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  State,  re-apportion  the  representation  by  altering  the  ratio ;  but 
no  town  or  city  shall  be  divided  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  rep- 
resentatives. 

2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  authority  to  elect  its 
speaker,  elerks,  and  other  officers.  The  senior  member  from  the 
town  of  Newport,  if  any  be  present,  shall  preside  in  the  organisation 
gf  the  House. 

ARTICLE  VI.— or  ike  Senate, 

Sec.  1.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  the  Lieatenant-Gtyveroor,  and 
of  one  Senator  from  each  town  or  city  in  the  State. 

2.  The  Goremor,  and,  in  his  absence,  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
■hall  preside  in  the  Senate  and  in  grand  eommittea.  The  presiding 
oAoer  of  the  Senate  and  mud  committee  shall  have  a  right  to  vote 
in  ease  of  equal  division,  Imt  not  otherwise. 

3.  I^  by  reason  of  death,  resignation,  absence,  or  other  cause,. 


J.  ^ 
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there  ho  do  Governor  or  Lientenant-GoTcrnor  present,  to  prcMde  u 
the  Senate,  the  Senate  slialt  elect  one  of  their  own  memberB  to  prewd 
daring  each  absence  or  vacancy;  and  until  Huch  election  is  made  b; 
tie  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  preBidc. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  8tal«  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  Seor< 
tary  of  the  Senate,  unlese  otherwiae  provided  by  law ;  and  tbe  Sei 
utr  may  elect  such  other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 
ARTICLE  VII —0/  the  Exeadive  Foteer. 

Seu.  1.  The  chief  executive  power  of  this  State  ehall  be  vested  i 
a  Governor,  who,  together  with  a  Lieu tenant-Gorcr nor,  shall  be  ai 
uuallj  elected  by  the  people. 

2.  The  Governor  ehall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  execute) 

3.  He  shall  be  capt^n-generol  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  mil 
tary  and  naval  forces  of  this  State,  except  when  they  shall  be  cslle 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

4.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  after  conviotion,  in  a 
cases  except  those  of  impeachment,  until  the  end  of  the  next  sossio 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

'  5.  Uo  may  fill  vacancies  in  office  not  otherwise  provided  for  b 
this  Constitution  or  by  law,  until  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  tb 
General  Assemblv,  or  by  the  people. 

6.  In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  honses  of  the  Oenen 
Assembly,  respecting  the  time  or  place  of  adjoummeat,  certified  t 
him  by  either,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  and  place  as  h 
iihall  think  proper ;  provided  that  the  time  of  adjonrnment  shall  im 
be  extended  beyond  the  day  of  the  next  stated  session. 

7.  He  may,  on  estraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  General  A 
sembly  at  any  town  or  city  in  this  State,  at  any  time  not  provided  f< 
by  law ;  and  in  case  of  danger  from  the  prevalence  of  epidemio  or  ooi 
lagious  Jisoa;!.'.  in  tlii^  [jiaec  in  whii'li  the  General  Asaeniblj  t 


RHODE    ISLAND.  123 


1 1.  The  compensation  of  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
tihall  be  establLshcd  by  law,  and  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the 
term  for  which  they  are  elected. 

1*2.  The  duties  and  powers  of  the  Secretary,  Attorney-General, 
and  General  Treasurer,  shall  be  the  same  under  this  Constitution 
as  are  now  established,  or  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  prescribed 
by  law. 

ARTICLE    VIII.— p/-  Elecliofix. 

Sec.  1.  The  Governor,  Lieutonant-€U)vernor,  senators,  representa- 
tives, Secretary  of  State,  Attorney-General,  and  General  Treasurer, 
shall  be  elcct<}d  at  the  town,  city,  or  ward  meetings,  to  be  holden  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  April  annually ;  and  shall  severally  hold 
their  offices  for  one  year,  from  the  first  Tneadav  of  May  next,  suc- 
ceeding, and  until  others  are  leffally  chosen,  ana  duly  qualified  to  fill 
their  places.  If  elected  or  qualified  after  the  said  first  Tuesday  of 
May,  they  shall  hold  tlicir  omces  for  the  remainder  of  the  political 
year,  and  until  their  8uccc:j8ors  are  qualified  to  act 

2.  The  voting  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secretary  of 
State,  Attorney-General,  General  Treasurer,  and  representatives  to 
Congress,  shall  be  by  ballot ;  senators  and  representatives  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  town  or  city  officers,  shall  be  dhosen  by  ballot 
on  demand  of  any  seven  persons  entitled  to  vote  for  the  same  ;  and 
in  all  cases  where  an  election  is  made  by  ballot  or  paper  vote,  the 
manner  of  balloting  shall  be  the  same  as  is  now  required  in  voting 
for  general  officers,  until  otherwise  prescribed  by  law. 

3.  The  names  of  the  persons  voted  for  as  Governor.  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney-General,  and  General  Treas- 
urer, shall  be  placed  upon  one  ticket,  and  all  votes  for  these  officers 
shall,  in  open  town  or  ward  meetings,  be  sealed  up  by  the  moderators 
and  town  clerks  and  by  the  wardens  and  and  ward  clerks,  who  shall 
certify  the  same  and  deliver  or  send  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State ; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  securely  to  keep  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
grand  committee,  after  the  organization  of  the  two  houses  at  the  an- 
nual May  session ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  two  houses,  at 
8ud  session  after  their  organization,  upon  the  request  of  either  house, 
to  join  in  grand  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  counting  and  de- 
claring said  votes,  and  of  electing  other  officers. 

4.  The  town  and  ward  clerks  shall  also  keep  a  correct  list  or  regis- 
ter, of  all  persons  voting  for  general  officers,  and  shall  transmit  a 
copy  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
aaid  May  session. 

5.  The  ballots  for  senators  and  representatives  in  the  several 
towns,  shall  in  each  case  after  the  polls  are  declared  to  be  closed,  be 
oounted  bv  the  moderator,  who  shall  announce  the  result,  and  the 
clerk  shall  give  certificates  to  the  persons  elected.  If,  in  any  case, 
there  be  no  election,  the  polls  may  be  reopened,  and  the  like  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  until  an  election  shall  take  place :  Provided. 
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bowefver,  that  an  adjournmeDt  or  adjonmments  of  the  election  maj 
be  made  to  a  time  not  exceeding  seven  days  from  the  first  meetiiig. 

6.  .In  the  city  of  Providence,  the  polls  for  senator  and  represen- 
tatives shall  be  kept  open  during  the  whole  time  of  voting  for  the 
day,  aind  the  votes  in  the  several  wards  shall  be  sealed  up  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting  bv  the  wardens  and  ward  clerks  in  open  ward 
meeting,  and  afterwards  delivered  to  the  city  clerk.  The  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  shall  proceed  to  count  said  votes  within  two  days 
from  the  day  of  election  ;  and  if  no  election  of  senator  and  repre- 
sentatives, or  if  an  election  of  only  a  portion  of  the  representatives 
shall  hava  taken  place,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  shall  order 
a  new  election,  to  be  held  not  more  than  ten  days  from  the  day 
of  the  first  election,  and  so  on  until  the  election  shall  be  comple- 
ted. Certificates  of  election  shall  be  furnished  by  the  city  clerk  to 
the  persons  ohosen. 

7.  If  DO  person  shall  have  a  majority  of  votes  for  Governor,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  grand  committee  to  elect  one  by  ballot  from 
the  two  persons  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  ofiice, 
except  wnen  such  a  result  is  produced  by  rejecting  the  entire  vote 
of  any  town,  or  city,  or  ward,  for  informality  or  illegality,  in  which 
case  a  new  election  by  the  electors  througliout  the  State  shall  be  or- 
dered :  and  in  case  no  person  shall  have  a  majority  of  votes  for 
Lieutenant-Governor,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  grand  committee 
to  elect  one  by  ballot  from  the  two  persons  having  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  for  the  office. 

8.  In  case  an  election  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, or  General  Troasurcr,  should  fail  to  be  made  by  the  electors  at  the 
annual  clcctioD,  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  in  grand  committee,  from  the  two  candidates  for  such 
office  having  the  greatest  number  of  the  votes  of  the  electors.  Or  in 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  cither  of  said  offices  from  other  causes,  between 
the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Governor  shall  appoint 
some  person  to  fill  the  same  until  a  successor  elected  by  the  General  As- 
sembly is  qualified  to  act ;  and  in  such  case,  and  also,  in  all  other 
cases  of  vacancies,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  fill  the  same  in  any  manner  they  may  deem  proper. 

9.  V  acancies  from  any  cause  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Represen- 
tatives may  be  filled  up  by  a  new  election. 

]  0.  In  all  elections  held  by  the  people,  under  this  Constitution,  a 
majority  of  all  the  electors  voting  shall  be  necessary  to  the  election 
of  the  persons  voted  for. 

ARTICLE  IX.— Of  QuaLificatums far  Office. 

Sec.  1.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  civil  office,  (except  the 
office  of  school  committee,)  unless  ho  be  a  qualified  elector  for  saoh 
office. 

2.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  to 
which  he  may  have  been  elected,  if  he  bo  convicted  of  having  ofie^ 
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ed  or  procured  any  other  person  to  offer,  any  bribe  to  secure  his 
election,  or  Uie  election  of  any  other  person. 

3.  All  general  officers  shall  take  the  following  engagement  before 
th^^y  act  in  their  respective  offices,  to  wit :  You  being 
by  the  free  vote  of  the  electors  of  this  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  elected  unto  the  place  of  do 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm^  to  be  true  and  faithful  unto  this  State, 
and  to  support  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  of  the  United 
States ;  that  you  will  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  all  the  du* 
ties  of  your  aforesaid  office  to  the  best  of  your  abilities,  Aooording  to 
law ;  So  help  you  God.  Or,  this  affirmation  you  make,  and  give 
upon  the  peril  of  the  penalty  of  perjury. 

4.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  judges  of  all  the 
courts,  and  all  other  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  wall  be  bound 
by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  Gonistitution,  and .  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

5.  The  oath,  or  affirmation,  shall  be  administered  to  thc^Govemor, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  senators  and  representatives,  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Attorney-General  The  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Attorney  General,  and  General  Treasurer,  shall  be 
engaged  by  the  Governor,  or  by  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

6.  No  person  holding  any  office  under  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  other  State  or  country,  shall  act  as  a  general 
officer,  or  as  a  member  of  the  General- Assembly,  unless  at  the  time  of 
taking  his  engagement,  he  shall  have  resigned  his  office  under  such  gov- 
ernment ;  and  if  any  general  officer,  senator,  representative,  or  judge 
shall,  after  his  election  and  engagement,  accept  any  appointiiicnt 
under  any  other  government  his  office  under  this  shall  be  immedi- 
ately vacated ;  But  this  restriction  shall  not  apply  to  any  person 
appointed  to  take  depositions  or  acknowledgments  of  deeds,  or  other 
Itgitl  instruments,  by  the  authority  of  any  other  State  or  country. 

ARTICLE  X.—Of  the  Judicial  Father. 

Seo.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  one 
Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  General  Assembly 
may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish. 

2.  The  several  courts  shall  have  such  jurisdiction  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  law.  Chancery  powers  may  oe  con- 
ferred on  the  Supreme  Court,  but  on  no  other  court  to  any  greater 
extent  than  is  now  provided  by  law. 

3.  The  judges  of  the  Sunreme  Court  shall,  in  all  trials,  instruct 
the  jury  in  the  law.  They  snail  also  give  their  written  opinion  upon 
any  question  of  law,  whenever  requested  by  the  (Governor,  or  by 
either  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 

4.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected  by  the  two 
houses  in  srand  committee.  Each  judge  shall  hold  his  office  until 
hii  plftoe  be  declared  vacant  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
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bl;  to  that  effect ;  wliich  resolatiou  shall  be  voted  for  by  a  mEJci^ 
of  all  the  membcrB  elected  to  the  house  in  which  it  may  origi\^ 
and  bo  concarred  in  by  the  Btmie  majority  of  the  other  house.  * 
resolutiOD  shall  not  be  entertaiacd  at  any  other  than  the  ^H-' 
aosBion  for  the  election  of  public  officers  ;  and  in  default  of  t  ^7 
sage  thereof  at  said  session,  the  judge  shall  hold  his  placo  as  ^r 
in  provided.  But  a  judge  of  any  court  shall  be  removed  froii-^c 
if,  npon  impeachment,  he  shall  be  found  guilty  of  any  official  J 
meanor. 

5.  In  case  of  vacanoy  by  death,  resignation,  removal  fr<»~^ 
State  or  from  office,  refusal  or  inability  to  aervc,  of  any  ludgeE*' 
Supreme  Court,  the  office  loay  be  filled  by  the  grand  com  m:m 
until  the  next  annual  election,  and  tlie  judge  then  elected  sh^^ 
his  office  as  befero  provided  In  cases  of  impcachmoat,  or 
rary  abaenoa  or  inability,  the  tlovcrnor  may  appoint  a  person  m 
charge  the  duties  of  the  office  during  the  vacnuey  caused  ther*K  - 

6.  The  ^dges  of  the  Snprome  Conrt  shall  receive  a  <soia=^ 
tion  for  their  services,  which  shall  not  bo  diminished  durin^^ 
continuance  in  office. 

.  7.  The  towns  of  New  Shoreham  and  Jamestown  may  eontiS  ■ 
elect  their  wardens  as  heretofore.  The  otiicr  towns  and  the  c^ 
Providence  may  elect  such  number  of  justices  of  the  peace,  r^^ 
therein,  as  they  may  deem  proper.  The  jurisdiction  of  said  j* 
and  wardens  shall  he  regulated  by  law.  The  justices  shall  D»  -^ 
missioned  by  the  Governor. 

ARTICLE   Xl.—qflmpa>^men/t. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  aboil  have  the  sole  pov* 
impeacbmenta.    Avoteof  two-tbirdsofall  themembera  elected^ 
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ties,  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  promote  public 
schools,  and  to  adopt  all  means  which  they  may  deem  necessary  and 
proper  to  secure  to  the  people  the  advantages  and  opportunities  of 
education. 

2.  The  money  which  now  is,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  appropri- 
ated by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  schools,  shall  be  securely  invested  and  remain  a  per- 
petual fund  for  that  purpose. 

3.  All  donations  for  the  support  of  public  schools  or  fur  other  pur- 
poses of  education,  which  may  be  received  by  the  (icncral  Assembly, 
shall  be  applied  according  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  donors. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  all  necessary  provisions  by 
law  for  carrying  this  article  into  effect.  They  shall  not  divert  said 
money  or  fund  from  the  aforesaid  uses,  nor  borrow,  appropriate,  or 
use  tne  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any  other  purpose,  under  any 
pretence  whatsoever. 

ARTICK  XIII.— 0»  Amndtncnis. 

The  General  Assembly  may  propose  amendments  ti>  this  Consti- 
tution by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
house.     Such  propositions  for  amendment  shall  be  published  in  the 
ncwspaper.%  and  printed  copies  of  them  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  wiw  'tte  names  of  all  the  members  who  shall  have 
Toted  thereon,  wtfii  tibe  yeas  and  nays,  to  all  the  town  and  city  clerks 
in  the  State.    The  i^id  propositions  shall  be,  by  said  clerks,  inserted 
la  the  warrants  or  notices  by  them  issued,  for  warning  the  next  an- 
nual town  and  ward  meetings  in  April ;  and  the  clerks  shall  read 
Said  propositions  to  the  electors  when   thus  assembled,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  representatives  and  senators  who  shall  have  voted 
thereon,  with  the  yeas  and  nays,  before  the  election  of  senators  and 
representatives  shall  be  had.     If  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  house,  at  said  annual  meeting,  shall  approve  any 
proposition  thus  made,  the  same  shall  be  published  and  submitted 
to  the  electors  in  the  mode  provided  in  the  act  of  approval ;  and  if 
tben  approved  by  three-fifths  of  the  electors  of  the  State  present,  and 
Voting  thereon  in  town  and  ward  meetings,  it  shall  become  a  part 
O'f  the  Con.stitution  of  the  State. 

ARTICLE   XIV— 0/  M/'  Adoption  of  this  Consiituiion. 

Src-  1.  This  Constitutinn,  if  adopted,  shall  go  into  operation  on 
tilie  first  Tuesday  of  May.  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
^nd  forty-three.  The  first  election  of  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
Secretary  of  State.  Attomoy-Ciencral,  and  General  Treasurer,  and 
c>£  senators  and  reprcHcntutivcs  under  said  Constitution,  shall  be 
la^d  on  the  first  WedncHday  of  April  next  preceding,  by  the  electors 
Qualified  under  said  Constitution.     And  the  town  and  ward  meet- 
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ings,  therefore,  shall  be  warned  and  condnoted  as  is  now  proridec 
hy  law.  All  civil  aud  military  o£Gcen  now  elected,  or  wno  bIuI 
hereafter  be  elected,  by  the  General  Assembly,  or  other  competeoi 
authority,  before  the  said  first  Wednesday  of  April,  shall  hold  theu 
offices  and  may  exercise  their  powers  until  the  aaid  first  Tuesday  ol 
May,  or  until  their  BuccCBSora  shall  be  qualified  to  act  All  Btatntes 
pnblio  and  private,  not  repugnant  to  this  Constitatton,  shall  continiu 
in  force  until  they  expire  by  their  own  limitation,  or  &re  repealed  b] 
the  General  Assembly.  All  cUartera,  contracts,  judgments,  actions 
und  rights  of  action,  shall  be  oh  valid  as  if  this  Constitutiou  had  not 
been  mado.  The  present  government  shall  exercise  all  the  powen 
with  wliich  it  is  now  clothed,  uutil  tbe  said  first  Taesday  of  May. 
one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  until  the  govern' 
moot  under  this  Constitutiou  is  duly  organized. 

■2.  All  debts  contracted  and  engagements  catered  into,  before  tlie 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  he  as  valid  against  tiio  Stale  a»  if 
this  Constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

■^.  The  Supreme  Court,  established  by  this  Constitatton,  ehaU 
have  the  same  jurisdiction  as  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  at  present 
KBtablished,  dnd  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  which  may  be 
appealed  to,  or  peudine  in  the  same;  and  shall  be  held  at  the  same 
times  and  places,  and  in  each  county,  as  the  present  Supreme  Judi- 
oial  Court,  until  otherwise  prescribed  by  the  General  Aasembly. 

4.  The  towns  of  New  Shoreham  and  Jamestown  ihall  continue  to 
enjoy  the  exemptions  from  military  duty  whioh  thoy  now  enjoy,  until 
otherwise  presoribed  by  law. 
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This  Btote  cnnslsieil,  nr  il!<  fini 
find,  New  HaTcn,  nnil  SaylToiilf  v 
became  united  witli   Flaririint. 


ili'mpni.  or  llirpc  coloDira,  called  Hait- 

ifit.   Tlici'oliniyorS»)-lffook«fterw«rdB 
'Utm  K^sliih  !V!Hlemml  wan  >l  Wind- 


dBjwIhtm  BiHUm— nowof  five  liimn".    INi-wH'ivi^n  nilirnvwas 

Em^irth  in  16.1^    \u  UHii  these,  rnlonipo  vcrc  nnitcd  undrr  one  n"""' '"" 

by>rhiii«T  fivim  rharli'tll,  TbeNi-B- Haven  cfjlonvrrlusnl  to  accede  to  this 
rhtrtn  until  l<ir>3.  This  t^liarter  van  sRspemlnl  iii  IGHQ,  and  Sir  Edmund 
AndrosR  was  ammintrd  fjovenKir-Gfni'ral  of  Jft'tt  Rnijland.  Upon  hi*  arrl- 
Tal  tt  Boilon.  he  vrutp  to  lh«  rnlonj'  of  Cunnecticiil,  demanding  of  thorn  Iheir 
charter.  Thin  they  rcfiwoil.  In  Oiol)er,  I6M7,  ihe  As'cml.ly  met,  a*  M.sual. 
at  Hanfbnl.  Ahuut  thin  lirae,  Sir  Eilinnnd,  with  his  Miit  of  more  than  sixty 
mnilar  lroiiii!<,  mailn  their  anfiearance  in  the  AKsemlilv,  nnil  demanded  OC 
tbem  their  eliancr.  declaring Ibeirenvrmmcninnder it  dis.'Etilvrd.  A  lonfcdlx- 
cnwiion  mKueil,  which  eonlinned  till  i-venin-;.  Meantime  a  larcie  number  ot 
Ae  inhabiltmts  eamo  Ic^her  t(i  witneu  the  resnlt.  The  charter  wan  al 
len^h  broui^t  and  laid  ujwn  the  table.  Saddcnlv,at  a  ainial,  the  light!  were 
all  MliDtrnixhed,  and  one  Capi.  Wadswonh,  of  Hartford,  K-ixed  the  char- 
ter and  horc  it  away,  itecreting  it  in  a  laree  htdlow  raJc,  xlnndin?  near  the 
place.  Bythismeaiis.itn-anpn-served.  The  old  oak  Mill  xtandx.  Iicarlnti  the 
significant  name  uTthe  Old  Oiarltr  Oal:,  (See  Barlier'n  I^iiit.  CollectiMiH  of 
Coim.)  This  charter  wax  eiinlirmed  alter  ine  revolntioii  in  England,  of  16S6. 
and  formed  the  basix  of  government  aniil  1818,  when  the  prewnl  Constilulian 

*Aiea,  4,674 »q.m.    Pjp.,  in  IMO,  300,01  S. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

PREAMBLE. 

TuE  people  of  Conocctjcnt,  acknowledging,  with  gratitude,  the 
good  proTttlctice  of  Qod  in  having  purmittcu  them  to  enjoy  a  free 
goremmeat,  (lo,  Id  order  more  cffectDally  to  dofine,  secure,  and  per- 
petuate the  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges  which  they  have  derived 
iTOm  their  ancestors,  hereby,  after  a  careful  con  side  rati  ou  and  reris- 
ioB,  ordain  and  establish  the  following  Constitution  and  form  of  civil 
goreniment, 

ARTICLE  l.—I3€daraiio».  ^  lUgkts. 

That  the  great  and  essential  principles  of  liberty  and  free  gtiT* 
ernment  may  be  recognized  and  established,  wc  decbiro  : 

Sec.  1.  Tliat  all  men,  when  they  form  a  social  compact,  are  ci|uh! 
in  rights  ;  and  that  no  man,  or  sot  of  men,  are  entitled  to  oxelu^^ivc 
pnblio  emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community. 

'i.  That  nil  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  nil  (roa 
Kovernments  arc  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  thoir 
DCQcfit ;  and  that  they  have  at  all  times  an  uTideuiable  and  indefua- 
Hiblo  ri^ht  to  alter  their  form  of  government  in  such  mnuiier  an  they 
may  think  expedient. 

3,  The  esercUe  and  enjoyment  of  religions  profcssiou  and  wor- 
Nbip,  without  diBcrimiuation.  shall  forever  bo  free  to  all  persons  in 
this  State,  provided  that  the  right  hereby  declared  and  established 
shall  not  be  so  oonstnicd  oa  to  excuse  acts  of  liceiitiouaness  or  to 
joBtify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  State 

4.  No  preference  shall  be  given  by  law  to  auy  Christiau  i 
mode  of  worship 
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and  in  all  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a  speedy 
public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury.  He  shall  not  be  compolfed  to 
>(ive  evidence  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  but  by  due  course  of  law.  And  no  person  shall  bo  holden 
to  answer  for  any  crime,  the  punishment  of  which  may  be  death  or 
imprisonment  for  life,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  an  indictment  of 
a  gnwd  jury  ;  except  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia, 
when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

10.  No  person  shall  be  arrested,  detained,  or  punished,  except  in 
cascH  clearly  warranted  by  law. 

1 1.  The  property  of  no  person  shall  be  taken  for  public  use,  with- 
out just  compensation  therefor. 

12.  All  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  an  injury  done 
him  in  his  person,  property,  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  due 
course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered  without  sale, 
denial,  or  delay. 

13.  Excessive  l»ail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
posed. 

1 4.  All  prisoners  shall,  before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient 
sureties,  except  for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or 
the  presumption  great ;  and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  case  of  rebellion  or 
invasion  the  public  safety  may  rc(|uire  it ;  nor  in  any  case,  but  by 
the  Legislature. 

15.  No  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  by  the 
Ijcgislature. 

16.  The  citizens  have  a  richt,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  assemble 
for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the 
powen  of  government  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other  proper  pur- 
poses, by  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance. 

17.  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  himself 
and  the  State. 

18.  The  military  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict 
subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

19.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  man- 
ner to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

20.  No  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors  shall  ever  be 
granted  or  conferred  in  thi.s  State. 

21.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

ARTICLE  11.— Of  ihr.  Distribution  of  Forcers. 

The  powers  of  government  shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct 
departments,  and  each  of  them  confided  to  a  separate  magistracy,  to 
•^it ; — those  which  are  legislative,  to  one ;  those  which  are  executive, 
to  another  ;  and  those  which  are  judicial,  to  another. 
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ABTICLE  lit— Clf  the  ZitffidaUM  Df/HirNnenl. 

Sec,  I.  The  legialattTC  power  of  tbis  State  slinll  be  vested  in  ', 
distinct  houses  or  branvlieH ;  the  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  ^ 
other  the  Honso  of  Rcprescntativett.  and  both  together  tlie  Oene^ 
Asaembly.  The  stylo  of  Iho  laws  eholl  he :  Jie  it  laactfA  b^  tr 
Hettitir.  and  Movie  ff  Represi:iitalires  ia  General  Assfmhly  coiivrntd. 

%  There  eIuiH  he  one  stated  eeisfion  of  the  General  Assembly,  t 
be  holdcn  each  year,  alternately  at  Hartford  and  Xcw  Haven,  ( 
the  first  Wednesday  of  May.  and  nt  such  other  times  as  tlio  Genei 
AsBemblT  shall  judge  necesKiry ;  the  first  Bcaaion  to  be  Lolden 
Hartford;  but  the  pcr»!on  aJininistering  the  office  of  Govern" 
may,  on  special  emergencies,  eonveno  the  General  Assembly'  at  cith 
of  said  places  at  any  other  time.  And  in  case  of  danger  from  the  p 
valence  of  contagious  di»ea>«es  in  either  of  said  places,  or  other  c 
cumstances,  the  person  administering  the  office  of  Governor,  may, 
proclamation,  convene  said  Assembly  at  any  other  place  in  this  Sta 

3.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  electors  residi 
in  towns  &Dm  which  they  are  elected.  The  number  of  repro^eutatii 
front  each  town  shall  be  the  same  as  at  present  practised  and  Eilloirf 
In  case  a  new  town  shall  hereafter  be  incorporated,  such  new  town  ah 
he  entitled  to  one  representative  only  :  and  if  such  new  town  eh 
be  made  from  one  or  more  towns,  the  town  or  towns  from  which  t 
Eame  shall  be  made,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  number  of  rep 
scntativcs  as  at  prcHcnt  nllowed.  unless  the  number  shall  be  reduc 
by  the  consent  of  such  town  or  towns. 

4.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  twelve  members,  to  be  chosen  t 
nually  by  the  electors. 

5.  At  the  meetings  of  the  eleclofG,  held  in  the  several  towns 
thifl  Stiilc,  in  Ajiril  ainwially.  after  ihf  eWtion  of  re  p  res  en  tat  i  v. 
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designate,  by  ballot,  which  of  the  candidates  having  such  equal  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected.  The  return  of  votes. 
And  the  result  of  the  canvass,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  also  to  the  Senate,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session  of  the  (General  Assembly,  and  each  house  shall  be  the  final 
judge  of  the  election  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members. 

7.  Tlie  Uouse  of  Ilepresentatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a 
Speaker,  Clerk,  and  other  officers.  The  Senate  shall  choose  its  clerk 
and  other  officers,  except  the  President.  A  majority  of  each  house 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendanoo  of  absent 
members  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  each  house 
may  prescribe. 

8.  Each  house  shall  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings, 
punish  members  for  disorderly  conduct,  and,  with  the  consent  of 
two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
cause ;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of  the 
legislature  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

9.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  prooeedincs,  and  pub- 
lish the  same  when  required  by  one-fifth  of  its  members,  except 
Buch  parts  as,  in  the  juclgment  of  a  majority,  require  secrecy.  The 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  house  shall,  at  the  desire  of 
one-fifth  of  those  present,  be  ent^ircd  on  the  journals. 

10.  Tlie  Senators  and  Ilepresentatives  shall,  in  all  cases  of  civil 
process,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  for  four  days  before  the  commencement  and  after 
the  termination  of  any  session  thereof.  And  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  cither  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

11.  The  debates  of  each  house  shall  be  public,  except  on  such 
occasions  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  house  may  re(|uire  secrecy. 

ARTICLE  \V.—Ofthe  ExecutiPf  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Governor,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the 
l^tatc,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year  from  the  first  Wednes- 
4lay  of  May  next  succeeding  his  election^  and  until  his  successor  be 
duly  qualified.  No  person  who  is  not  an  elector  of  this  State,  and 
■who  has  not  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty,  shall  be  eligible. 

2.  At  the  meetings  of  the  electors,  in  the  respective  towns,  in  the 
month  of  April  in  each  year,  immediately  after  the  election  of  sena- 
tors, the  presiding  officers  shall  call  upon  the  electors  to  bring  in 
their  ballots  for  him  whom  they  would  elect  to  be  Govi;rnor,  with 
his  name  fairly  written.  When  such  ballots  shall  have  been  received 
and  counted,  in  the  presence  of  the  electors,  duplicate  lists  of  the 
persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each,  shall 
oe  made  and  certified  by  the  presiding  officer,  one  of  which  lists 
Khali  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk,  within  three 
dsLjs,  and  the  oUier  within  ten  days  after  the  said  election,  shall  be 
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traDBmitted  to  the  Secretary,  «r  to  tha  aherifF  of  tho  county 
which  euvh  ulcctiun  shall  hare  hi't'U  held.  The  slicrifif  rcccii 
Bud  votcH  shall  deliver,  or  cau«!  tliviu  to  bo  delivered,  to  the  Sc 
tary.  within  fiftMm  days  uext  after  said  el(«tion.  Tlic  votot 
returned  nhall  be  counted  by  tho  Treasurer,  Secretary,  mid  Oo 
troUer,  within  the  ninnth  of  April :  A  fair  liet  of  the  pcraoDH 
uniiiber  of  votex  given  for  each,  t«Ketber  with  the  returns  of 
liri'sidiitg  offiecrH,  t<liall  be,  by  the  Treaxnrcr.  Secretary,  and  Co 
trolter.  made  and  laid  before  tho  (ieiierul  Aiweuibly  then  next  t< 
hoUlcu.  on  tiic  Grtit  day  of  tlio  seasioii  thereof;  aud  said  AfusL-n 
g1i:i11.  after  ex  ami  nation  of  the  Haine.  declure  the  person  wlioiti  t 
shaW  find  to  be  legally  chosen,  and  jrive  hiiu  notice  accordingly. 
no  person  hIiuU  have  u  majority  of  tbu  whole  number  of  said  va 
ur  if  two  in-  more  xball  have  an  diuul  and  (lie  {ireatetit  iiiiiiiltci 
saiil  votei(,  then  said  Aflacniljly,  on  tbc  uuoond  day  of  tbcir  ROrt:^ 
by  joint  ball[>t  of  iHitli  boasei),  shall  priK.'oed.  wilbout  dc-liato 
elii.KiW  a  Governor  from  a  liHi  of  the  nanicR  (>f  the  two  pursoiiii  I 
ing  the  grealojt  nnmlicr  of  vuteit.  or  of  the  names  of  tliu  pern 
iinving  an  eijuiil  and  ]ii;!he.st  number  of  votes  so  returiiud  ah  nfi 
hmA.  The  (lenural  Assembly  slmll  bv  law  preserihc  the  iiiuinipi 
which  all  iiuestioiiH  eouccruing  tliu  election  of  a  (.tuvcrnur 
Liiiitennnt-tlovcrnor  xhall  be  determined. 

3.  At  the  aunnnl  iiicutingH  iif  the  electors,  immediately  nttur 
election  of  (iovcrnor,  there  also  sliall  be  ebotien  in  the  aaine  innu 
aA  in  herein  Man  provided  for  t)ie  cicctiun  of  Go\'crnor,  a  Ijiout 
ant-liovernor,  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  tho  umiie  tiinu,  i 
[ios!>cKS  the  wine  ijualiGcations. 

4.  The  coinpctixation!!  of  the  Oovernor.  Lieiitenaiit-Gm-en 
senators,  and  representative*'.  ^haU  lie  eiitalJIshed  by  law.  uiid  g} 
not  be  varied  so  an  to  take  eft'oet  until  afti-r  uii  eleetii'ii  wliit-li  al 
next  succeed  the  [>a&:'agc  of  tho  '  
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State  of  Connccticnt:  shall  be  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  signed  by 
the  Governor,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary. 

12.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  approve, 
he  shall  sign  and  transmit  it  to  the  Secretary ;  but  if  not,  ho  shall 
return  it  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections, 
which  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  house ;  who  shall  pro- 
oeed  to  reconsider  the  bill.  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  that  house 
shall  again  pass  it,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections,  to  the  other 
house,  which  shall  also  reconsider  it.  If  approved,  it  shall  become 
a  law.  But,  in  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for 
and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house 
respectively.  If  the  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governoi 
within  three  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had 
signed  it;  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  adjournment,  pre- 
vent its  return,  in  which  case  it  .shall  not  be  a  law. 

13.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be 
President  of  the  Sonata,  and  have  when  in  committee  of  the  whole 
a  right  to  debate,  and.  when  the  Senate  is  equally  divided,  to  give 
the  casting  vote. 

14.  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  refusal  to  serve,  or  removal 
from  office  of  the  Governor,  or  of  his  impeachment,  or  absence  from 
the  State,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  exercise  tlie  powers  and 
authority  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  until  another  be 
chosen  at  the  next  periodical  election  for  Governor,  and  be  duly 
qualified  ;  or  until  the  Governor  impeached  or  absent  shall  be  ac- 
quitted or  return. 

15.  When  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Senate  shall  elect  one  of  their  members  as  President 
pro  tempore.  And  if,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  die,  resign,  refuse  to  serve,  to  be  re- 
moved from  office,  or  if  he  shall  be  impeached,  or  absent  from  the 
State,  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  shall,  in  like  manner, 
administer  the  government  until  he  be  superseded  by  a  Governor 
or  Lieutenant-Governor. 

16.  If  the  Lieutenant-Governor  sliall  be  required  to  administer 
the  government,  and  shall,  while  in  such  administration,  die  or  re- 
sign during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary,  for  the  time  being,  to  convene  the  Senate  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  a  President  pro  tempore. 

17.  A  Treasurer  shall  annually  be  chosen  by  the  electors  at  their 
meeting  in  April :  and  the  votes  shall  bo  returned,  counted,  canvas- 
sod,  and  declared,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  the  election 
of  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor ;  bat  the  votes  for  the  Trea- 
surer shall  be  canvassed  by  the  Seonrtnyand  Comptroller  only 

I-  ,j*5  *  ■  ■  ■ 


.  V  • 


136  CONSTITUTION   OF 


s 


He  shall  receive  all  moneys  belongiuff  to  the  State,  and  disburse  the 
same  only  as  ho  may  be  directed  by  law.  He  shall  pay  no  ¥rarnmt 
or  order  for  the  disbursement  of  public  money,  until  the  same  has 
been  registered  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller. 

18.  A  Secretary  sliall  be  chosen  next  after  the  Treasurer,  and  in 
the  same  manner ;  and  the  votes  for  Secretary  shall  be  returned  to,  and ' 

.counted,  canvassed,  and  declared  by  the  Treasurer  and  Comptroller. 
Ho  shall  have  the  safe  keeping  and  custody  of  the  public  records 
and  documents,  and  particularly  of  the  acts,  resolutions,  and  orders 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  record  the  same ;  and  perform  all 
such  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  He  shall  be  the  keeper  of 
the  seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  not  be  altered. 

19.  A  Comptroller  of  the  public,  accounts  shall  be  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Assembly.  He  shall  adjust  and  settle  all 
public  accounts  and  demands,  except  grants  and  orders  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  He  shall  prescribe  tlie  mode  of  keeping  and  ren- 
dering all  public  accounts.  He  shall,  ex  officio^  be  one  of  the  auditors 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer.  The  General  Assembly  may  as- 
sign to  him  other  duties  in  relation  to  his  office,  and  to  that  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  shall  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  his  duties  shall 
be  performed. 

20.  A  sheriff  shall  be  appointed  in  each  county,  by  the  General 
Assembly,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three  years,  removable  by 
said  Assembly,  and  shall  become  bound,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to 
the  Treajjurer  of  the  State  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law :  in  case 
the  Sheriff  of  any  county  shall  die  or  resign,  the  Governor  may  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  thereby,  until  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

21.  A  statement  of  all  receipts,  payments,  funds,  and  debts  of  the 
State,  shall  be  published,  from  time  to  time,  in  such  manner,  and  at 
such  periods,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  Y.—Of  the  Judkial  Drpartment. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Su- 
preme Court  of  Errors,  a  Superior  C(mrt,  and  such  inferior  courts  as 
the  General  Assembly  shall  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish  : 
the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  which  courts  shall  be  defined  by  law. 

2.  There  shall  be  appointed  in  each  county  a  sufficient  number  of 
justices  of  the  peace,  with  such  jurisdiction  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases,  as  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe. 

3.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors,  of  the  Superior 
and  inferior  courts,  and  all  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  General  Ai*sembly^  in  such  manner  as  shall  by  law  be  pre- 
scribed. The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  of  the  Superior 
Court,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour ;  but  may  be 
removed  by  impeachment :  and  the  Governor  shall  also  remove  them 
on  the  address  of  two-tjbirds  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the 
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GeDeral  Assembly  ;  all  other  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace  shall 
be  appointed  auuually.  No  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be 
eapaole  of  holding  his  office  ^ter  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years. 

ARTICLE  VI.— 0/  the  Qualifications  of  Electors. 

Sec.  1.  All  persons  who  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter,  previous  to 
the  ratification  of  this  Constitution,  be  admitted  freemen,  according 
to  the  existing  laws  of  this  State,  shall  be  electors. 

2.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have 
gained  a  settlement  in  this  State,  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  resided  in  the  town  in  which  he  may  offer  himself  to  be 
admitted  to  the  privilege  of  an  elector,  at  least  six  months  preceding, 
and  have  a  freehold  estate  of  the  yearly  value  of  seven  dollars,  in 
this  State ;  or  having  been  enrolled  in  the  militia,  shall  have  per- 
formed military  duty  therein,  for  the  term  of  one  year  next  preced- 
ing the  time  he  shall  offer  himself  for  admission,  or  being  liable 
thereto,  shall  have  boon,  by  authority  of  law,  excused  therefrom ;  or 
shall  have  paid  a  State  tax  within  the  year  next  preceding  the  time 
he  shall  present  himself  for  such  admission,  and  shall  sustain  a  good 
monil  character,  shall,  on  his  taking  such  oath  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law,  be  an  elector. 

3.  The  privileges  of  an  elector  shall  be  forfeited,  by  a  conviction 
of  bribery,  forgery,  perjury,  duelling,  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  theft, 
or  other  offence,  for  which  an  infamous  punishment  is  inflicted. 

4.  Every  elector  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  this  State,  except 
in  cases  provided  for  in  this  Constitution. 

5.  The  selectmen  and  town  clerk  of  the  several  towns  shall  decide 
on  the  qualifications  of  electors,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  manner, 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

6.  Laws  shall  be  made  to  support  the  privilege  of  free  suffrage,  pre- 
scribing the  manner  of  regulating  and  conducting  meetings  of  the  elec- 
tors, and  prohibiting,  under  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  influence 
therein,  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  and  other  improper  conduct. 

7.  In  all  elections  of  officers  of  the  State,  or  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  the  votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  by  ballot. 

8  At  all  elections  of  officers  of  the  State,  or  members  of  the 
Creneral  Assembly,  the  electors  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  dur- 
ing their  attendance  upon,  and  going  to  and  returning  from,  the 
same,  on  any  civil  process. 

9.  The  meetings  of  the  electors  for  the  election  of  the  several 
State  officers,  by  law  annually  to  be  elected,  and  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Mou- 
day  <^  April  in  each  year. 

ARTICLE  VII.— 0/  Ecligioh. 

Sec.  I.  It  being  the  duty  of  all  men  to  worship  the  Supreme 
Being,  the  great  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  Universe,  and  their 
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1  the  mode  most  conpistent  -^vith  ll 
no  pcraon  Bhall,  bj  law,  be  cOM^P**" 
to  join  or  Kupport.  nnr  be  classed  with,  or  asaociated  to,  any  coam 
gatioti,  church,  or  religious  asgociation.  But  erorj-  person  "^^  . 
longing  to  siw;h  cuugrogation.  church,  or  roHgious  aHsociatiori,  j™" 
remain  a  mcuihcr  ihercia,  aiitil  he  nhall  hare  separated  himself  '  -^, 
from,  tu  the  maiinorhoreinaftor  provided.  And  each  and  OTervs^jijg 
or  dcuominntitm  of  ChristiunB  in  this  State,  Hball  huvo  and  ctijf^^i 
s;imc  and  tn[aa]  powers,  rights,  nnd  privileges  ;  and  sliall  Imve  p^ .  ^ 
and  authority  to  support  and  maintain  the  miDiKtcra  or  teachcf'^^ 
their  respective  dcnominationF,  and  to  build  and  repair  Louses  '. 
public  woriihip,  by  a  tax  on  tho  mombcrii  of  any  such  society  on' 
to  he  laid  by  a  major  vote  of  tho  legal  voters  axBcmbled  at  any  socie' 
meeting,  warned  and  hold  according  lo  law,  or  in  any  otLcr  maane 

2.  If  any  pt'rson  ehall  choose  to  Bcparate  himuelf  from  the  socie 
or  dunoinination  of  Christians  to  which  he  may  belong,  and  shi 
leave  a  written  notice  thereof  with  the  clerk  of  sucli  society,  he  ahi 
tlicrcupon  be  no  longer  liable  for  any  future  expenses  wliicli  niftj 
incurred  by  said  society. 

AimCLB    VllI— Of  Education. 

Sl:l^  1.  The  charter  of  Yale  College,  as  modified  by  agreomc 
with  the  uorporutiou  thereof,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Qenei 
ARsembly,  passed  in  May,  ITltd,  is  hereby  confirmed, 

'1.  The  fund,  called  tho  SfJux^  Fund,  shall  remain  a  perpetual  fai 
the  interest  of  which  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  auppi 
and  encouragement  of  the  public  or  common  schools  tbroughoiit  t 
State,  and  tor  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  tberoof  The  val 
and  amount  of  said  fund  sliall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  ascoi;tain 
in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe,  pnbliRhi 
tnd  recorded  in  the  Comptroller's  office;  and  nolaw  shall  evur  be  ma 
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against  it.  or  adhering  to  its  cnemice,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort.    No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  tcsti 
mony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in 
open  court     No  conviction  of  treason  or  attainder  shall  work  cor- 
ruption of  blood  or  forfeiture. 

ARTICLE  X.—  Ge)itral  Frovisitms. 

Skc.  1 .  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officers,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial,  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  take  tlie  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 

Ybu  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be.)  that  you 
will  support  tlie  (^institution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  (Connecticut,  so  long  as  you  continue  a 
citizen  thereof;  and  that  you  will  faithfully  discharge,  according  to 

Inw,  the  duties  of  the  office  of to  the  best  of  your 

abilities.     So  k/lp  you  (totl. 

2.  Each  town  shall  annually  elect  selectmen,  and  such  officers  of 
l«»cal  police,  as  the  laws  may  prescribe. 

3.  The  rights  and  duties  of  all  corporations  shall  remai%as  if  this 
Constitution  had  not  been  adopted  ;  with  the  exception  of  such  regu- 
lations and  restrictions  as  arc  contained  in  this  Constitution.  All 
judicial  and  civil  officers  now  in  office,  who  have  beeii  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  commissioned  according  to  law.  and  all 
such  officers  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  sriid  Assembly,  and  com- 
missioned as  aforesaid,  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  May  next, 
shall  continue  to  hold  their  offices  until  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
unless  they  shall,  before  tliat  time,  resign,  or  be  removed  from  office 
according  to  law.  The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  shall  continue  in 
office  until  a  Treasurer  and  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  under  this 
Constitution.  All  military  officers  shall  continue  to  hold  and  exer- 
cise their  respective  offices,  until  they  shall  resign,  or  be  removed 
according  to  law.  All  laws  not  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with, 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  shall  remain  in  force  until  they 
shall  expire  by  their  own  limitation,  or  shall  be  altered  or  repealed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of  this  Constitution.  The 
validity  of  all  bonds,  debts,  contracts,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of 
bodies  corporate,  or  the  State,  of  all  suits,  actions,  or  rights  of  action, 
both  in  law  and  equity,  shall  continue  as  if  no  change  had  taken 
place.  The  (Jovcrnor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  General  Assembly, 
which  is  to  be  formed  in  October  next,  shall  have,  and  possess,  all 
the  powers  and  authorities  not  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with. 
this  Constitution,  which  they  now  have  and  possess  until  the  first 
Wednesday  of  May  next. 

4.  No  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  or  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Errors :  or  member  of  Congress ;  no  person  holding  any  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States ;  no  person  holding  the 
office  of  Treasurer,  Secretary,  or  Comptroller ;  no  sheriff  or  sheriff's 
deputy ;  shall  be  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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ARTICLE  XL.—OfAmetulmefU$  of  the  Co/utUuiiofi. 

Whenever  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Ropreseutativcs  shall  deem 
it  necessary  to  alter  or  amend  this  Constitution,  they  may  propose 
such  alterations  and  amendments ;  which  proposed  amendments 
shall  be  continued  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  and  be  published 
with  the  laws  which  may  have  been  passed  at  the  same  session ;  and 
if  two-thirds  of  each  house,  at  the  next  session  of  said  Assembly, 
shall  approve  the  amendments  proposed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  said 
amendments  shall,  by  the  Secretary,  be  transmitted  to  the  town 
clerk  in  each  town  in  this  State ;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  pi;ie8ent 
the  same  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  for  their  consideration,  at  a 
town  meeting,  legally  warned  and  held  for  that  purpose  ;  and  if  it 
shall  appear,  in  a  manner  to  be  provided  by  law,  that  a  majority  of 
tlie  electors  present  at  such  meetings  shall  have  approved  such 
amendments,  the  same  shall  bo  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
a  part  of  this  Constitution. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTTUTION. 

•     ARTICLE   I.— Adopted  Novcmbt^r,  18-28. 

From  and  after  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  the  Senate  of  this 
State  shnlV  consist  of  not  less  than  eighteen,  nor  more  than  twent}*. 
four  members,  and  be  chosen  by  districts. 

ARTICLE   n.— Adopted  Nocrmher,  1828. 

The  (jcneral  Assembly  which  shall  be  holdon  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eijrht  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  shall  divide  the  State  into  districts  for  the  choice  of  senators, 
and  shall  determine  what  number  shall  be  elected  in  each,  whioh 
districts  shall  not  }>e  less  than  eight,  nor  m«>re  than  tweutj'-four  in 
number,  and  shall  always  bo  coniposod  of  contiguous  territory,  and 
in  forming  them  no  town  shall  he  divided ;  nor  shall  tlie  whole  or 
part  of  one  county  l>c  joined  to  the  whole  or  part  of  another  county. 
to  form  a  district ;  regard  being  had  to  the  population  in  said  ap 
portioiimcnt.  and  in  forming  said  districts  in  such  manner,  that  no 
oounty  sliall  have  less  than  two  senators.  The  di.st«:iei«<,wl!en  estab- 
lished, shall  continue  the  same  until  the  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly next  after  the  completion  of  the  next  census  of  the  United 
States ;  which  said  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  alter  the  same,  it 
found  necessary  to  preserve  a  proper  equality  between  said  districts 
ilk  respect  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  therein,  accordiiig  to  the  prin- 
ciples above  recited  ;  after  wliich  said  districts  shall  not  be  altered 
nor  the  number  of  senators  altered,  except  at  any  session  of  the  Oeno- 
ral  Assembly  next  after  the  completion  of  a  census  of  the  Unit<;d 
States,  and  then  only  according  to  the  principles  above  prescribed. 

ARTICLE  lll,—Ad(yptedNorfmhrr,  1828. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  electors  on  the  first  Monday  of  April.  Jn 
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the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  annually 
thereafter,  innnediately  after  the  choice  of  representatives,  the  elec- 
tors riualified  by  law  i^  vote  in  the  choice  of  such  representatives, 
shall  be  called  upon,  by  the  presiding  officer  in  such  meeting,  in  the 
several  towns  within  their  districts  respectively,  to  bring  in  their 
ballots  for  such  person  or  number  of  persons  to  be  senator  or  scno- 
tors  for  such  districts  in  the  next  General  Assembly,  as  shall  by 
law  be  allowed  to  such  districts  respectively  ;  which  person  or  per- 
.sons,  at  the  time  of  holding  such  meetings,  shall  belong  to  and 
'■c'^He  in  the  respective  districts  in  which  they  shall  be  so  balloted 
lor  as  aforesaid.  And  each  elector  present  at  such  meeting,  <[uali- 
fied  as  aforesaid,  may  thereupon  bring  in  his  ballot  or  suffrage  for 
such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  choose  to  be  senators  for  such 
district,  not  exceeding  the  number  by  law  allowed  to  the  same,  with 
the  name  or  names  of  such  person  or  persons,  fairly  writtpa*  on  one 
piece  of  paper.  And  the  votes  so  given  in  shall  be  received,  counted, 
canvassed  and  declared,  in  tlie  same  manner  now  provided  by  the 
Ct)n.stitution  for  the  choice  of  senators.  The  person  or  persons  (not 
exceeding  the  number  by  law  allowed  to  the  districts  in  which  such 
votes  shall  be  given  in,)  having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  shall  bo 
declared  to  be  dulv  elected  for  such  districts.  But  in  the  event  of 
an  equality  of  votes  between  two  or  more  of  the  persons  so  voted 
for,  tlie  House  of  Representatives  shall  in  the  manner  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution,  designate  which  of  such  person  or  persons  shall 
be  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

ARTICLE  IV .— Adopted  Novvmbcr,  1831. 

There  shall  annually  be  chosen  and  appointed  a  Lieutenant- 
Oorernor,  a  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  in  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State  for  the  choice  and  appointment  of  a  Governor. 

ARTICLE  Y,—Adnp!ci1  November,  1836. 

A  Comptroller  of  public  accounts,  shall  be  annually  chascn  by  the  electon, 
in  their  meeting  in  April,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Treasurer  and  Scc> 
retary  are  chosen ;  and  tlie  votes  for  Comptroller  shall  be  returned  to,  and 
counted,  canvassed,  and  declared  by  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  Yl—AfhtpUd  NovemUr,  1836. 

The  electors  in  the  respective  towns,  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  in  eacli 
year,  may  vote  for  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Trea.surer,  Sccrelar}',  sen- 
ators and  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  snccessively,  or  for  any 
number  of  said  ofRcers  at  the  name  time.  And  tdc  General  As.Hembly  shall 
have  power  to  enact  laws,  regulatinjo;  and  prescribin.^the  order  and  manner  of 
Toting  for  said  officers;  and  also  providinpf  lor  the  election  of  representatives, 
atnome  time  subsequent  to  the  first  Monday  of  April,  in  all  cases  when  it 
ihall  80  happen  that  the  electors  in  any  town  sliall  fail,  on  that  day,  to  elect  the 
Tenresentativc  or  representatives  to  which  such  town  shall  be  by  law  entitled. 

Provided,  that  in  all  elections  of  officers  of  the  State,  or  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  the  votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  by  ballot,  cither  written  or 
printed. 

•  Amendment,  1896. 


NEW  YORK. 


Thb  first  settlement  of  ibis  State  wan  made  by  the  Dutch, 
hallan  Island.  Tbej  eslablishcd  a  colunial  covernmeDt  i 
name  of  Ken  Netherlands.    In  lGt>l,  Cliark-i 


1 1614,  n  Mmn- 

__  1639,  under  the 

grnnicd  to  biv  brother,  Ihe 


in^  the  present  fjtaics  or  New  York  and  New  Jeixcy.    The  name  year  C 
NiehoU,  with  a  large  force,  took  the  rounirj-  by  conqnefl,  for  lite  Dokc  of 
York,  and  gave  tl  Ihe  nomr  of  "  New  York.''    In  16f3,  the 
(-aptored  by  the  llulch ;  but  after  a  few  iiionibN  w 


a  iCTTiiory  wa»  r^ 


._j ^   ...  _...-ra  fewmontb!!  wasrextoreilby  aireaiy,  and 

the  Diike  of  York  took  ont  a  new  pnieni.  The  firsl  1e<;islatfn:  bodr  of  this 
iiroviiicc  arisemblnl  in  (.>cl.  ItklS,  In  l<iD3  Episrojiaiy  was  made  1M  esiah- 
liKhed  rcKeion  of  lliLi  provinn'. 

NewYuriiborea  n>rj Important  part  bothlnlhe  French  and  Rerolmkuiniy 
wars.  As  it  is  tbe  mosl  populous  State  In  the  union,  »nd  haslhc  larf^esl  If^is- 
biion  Ui  Consnws,  It  ban  Ti-celTed  Ihe  apnellntloii  nf  ilie  t^mpirc  State.  The 
lirsl  Const ilullon  vaa  adopted  In  ITTT,  the  H<i:und  in  11^23.  (flee  Appendix.) 
'I'Jie  present  una  wnn  ailoiiCeil  Nov.  'M,  I84ii. 

Area  40.000  so.  m.    Pojmlatiun,  1A19.  ;!.fW:i.<V^>. 

Th>-  city  of  Ni-w  York  Ik  tlie  lar^ert  in  Ih--  lii'nl  Slates.  If  nopiilatioo 
in  1SI3  viif^  37I,«3,  wlilrh.  with  flrookh-n  ?' :  William^hurs  (plae™  (-oo- 
lii;aoiis),  ituikfl  a  population  of  more  than  4W.ll',i:i,  The  cilr  and  eiwnlv  hare 
iliu  Kauie  limllK.  RmbraelnK  Ihe  island  of  Miinli:,iian.  It  iit  about  M'milea 
l(m^,  anil  its  arera^  widih  1^  inlles.  The  Brilisb  had  possewion  of  IhiM  ciijr 
diirinii  must  of  the  Kevidutloo.  They  evocnuied  it  Nov.  'S,  IWA,  wlwn  Gm. 
Wasbiiiglon  wllh  hln  tiwipH  nutrehKl  in.  Here  the  tiiKl  Cnmrress  amembled 
n  liW^aiKi  here  was  Uvn.  Wa»hincton  in.-iuiriralol  as  Ihe  lir>l  Pi«Kidi-nt  of 


in  IjW.aiKi  here  was  Ui-n.  Wa»hincton  in.-iuiriralol  as  Ihe  lir>l  Pi«Kidi-nt  of 
Ihe  Ilnilcd  Stati-s  of  America,  April  W,  mtf.  The  h>iii>e  wliTe  Uie  first  Con- 
Urtvs  assei)il4ed  iiceiijiiiil  the  place  where  the  CiiKtom  tlimsi:  now  Mands. 

The  ebair  in  which  Waiihington  was  inaugurated,  awt  tliose  vucnpk'd  b^ 
ilic  memNTsorihofiwCongrcMjinay  now  tie  teen  ie  'i—''™-"-™  f".—"".! 
RoomofthbiUily. 


Council 
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CONSTITUTION. 

We  the  PeopU  cf  the  Stale  of  New  Yark^  grcUefid  to  Almighty  God 
for  our  freedom :  tn  order  to  secure  its  blessittgs,  do  establish  this  Con- 
stiiuiion. 

ARTICLE  I. 

See.  1 .  No  member  of  this  Stato  shall  be  disfranchisod,  or  de- 
prived of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  secured  to  any  citizen 
thereof,  unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers 

■2.  The  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cases  in  which  it  has  been  heretofore 
used,  shall  remain  iuviolate  forever.  But  a  jury  trial  may  be  waived 
>>y  the  parties  in  all  civil  cases  in  the  manner  to  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

3.  The  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and 
worship,  without  discrinunati«m  or  preference,  shall  forever  be  al- 
lowed in  this  State  to  uU  mankind ;  and  no  person  shall  be  renden^d 
incompetent  to  bo  a  witness  (ui  account  of  his  opinions  on  nuittcTs 
«if  religious  bcliuf :  but  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby  secured 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness  or  jus- 
tify practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safuty  of  this  State. 

4.  The  privilege  ^)f  the  writ  of  habeas  cf/rpv.s  shall   not  be  sus-' 
pended.  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasirm,  the  public 
safety  may  rec|uire  its  suspension. 

5.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed, 
nor  shall  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  be  inflicted,  nor  shall  wit- 
nesses be  unreasonably  detained. 

6.  No  person  shall  bo  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  in- 
famous crime,  (except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  and  in  cases  of  militia. 
when  in  actual  ser^-ice  ;  and  the  land  and  naval  forces  in  time  of 
war,  or  which  this  State  may  keep  with  the  C(>n8ent  of  Congress  in 
time  of  peace  ;  and  in  cases  of  petit  larceny,  under  the  regulation  of 
the  Legislature,)  unless  on  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand 
jury;  and  in  any  trial  in  any  court  whatever,  the  party  accused  shall 
be  allowed  to  appear  and  defend  in  person  and  with  counsel,  as  in 
oivil  actions.  No  person  shall  be  subject  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
for  the  same  ofl\»nce ;  nor  shall  he  be  eonipelled  in  any  criminal  case, 
to  Ixi  a  witness  against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law :  nor  shall  private  property 
be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 

7.  When  private  property  shall  be  taken  for  any  public  use,  the 
i^mpensation  to  l)c  made  therefor,  when  such  compensation  is  not 
made  by  the  State,  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  jury,  or  by  not  less 
than  three  commissioners  appointed  by  a  Court  of  llecord,  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law.  Private  roads  may  be  opened  in  the  manner 
U)  be  prescribed  by  law ;  but  in  every  case  the  necessity  of  the  roadj 
and  the  amount  of  all  damages  to  be  sustained  by  the  opening  there- 
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of,  flhall  l«  firat  dcteTciined  bj  a  jury  of  freeholders,  and  neb 
unouiit.  tngi-thor  with  tbc  vxpcusea  of  the  procoediug,  sliall  be  pud 
by  thr  pcrsiiti  to  Lc  bciicGtcd, 

&.  Evury  i-itixt.'Ti  iiiny  freely  speak,  write  and  pablisli  hii  lenti* 
merits  on  nil  siihieetM.  beiii;;  reflpiiiksible  fur  the  noutto  of  that  right: 
■11(1 110  law  iihuU  be  (uiascdto  restrain  iir  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech, 
or  of  the  preKM,  In  all  oriniiual  pro.secutioiis  or  iiidictmenta  fat 
libel.s,  the  truth  may  be  givvn  in  evidence  to  the  jury  ;  and  if  it  sball 
apjK-ar  ti>  the  jury,  that  the  matter  charged  as  linclmis  in  true,  anil 
wna  pnhlii!hed  with  giioU  iiii>tivus.  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  part; 
shall  bo  aeqiiittcd ;  iiiid  the  jury 'sliall  have  a  right  to  determine  tbi 
law  and  the  fact. 

0.  Tlie  awctit  of  twn-thinlH  nf  the  members  elected  to  each  branel 
of  the  Lcgiidature,  .-iliall  !«■  reiiuiHite  tn  every  bill  appropriating  th- 
public  iniincyH  or  property  for  local  or  private  purposes. 

10.  No  law  Hhall  be  jmssed,  abridging  the  right  of  the  peopi 
peaceably  to  asiiembte  and  to  petition  the  government,  or  any  di 
partmcnt  thereof,  nor  .shall  any  ilivorec  bo  grantud,  otherwise  tha 
by  due  judicial  prucccilings.  nor  uliall  any  lottery  hereafter  be  a- 
thoriEeil.  or  any  sale  of  lottery  tickets  nltowcd  withiii  this  Stale. 

11,  The  people  of  this  State,  iu  their  right  of  sovereignty,  % 
deemed  to  pos-iess  tlip  original  and  ultlniato  property  in  and  to  i 

•lands  within  the  jnrisdintion  of  the  State ;  and,  all  lands  the  title 
which  Hhall  iUil  from  a  defect  of  heirs.  ^liuH  revert,  or  escheat  to  t 
people. 

l:i.  All  feudal  tenure?  of  every  description,  with  all  their  in 
dents,  arc  declareil  tn  lie  ubolii»hcd,  saving  however,  all  rents  ■■ 
services  certiiiu  which  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been  lawfully  c 
ated  or  nwcn-ed. 

1 3.  All  lands  within  this  State  are  declared  to  be  allodial,  bo  th 
'      i>  the  li;ibilitT  to  owhi'st.  th«        '  ■    -      - 
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the  said  culony.  and  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New- York,  in 
force  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  which  have  not  since  expired,  or  heen  repealed  or  al- 
tered ;  and  such  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  as  are  now  in 
force,  shall  be  and  continue  the  law  of  this  State,  subject  to  such 
alterations  as  the  Legislature  ^hall  make  concerning  the  same.  But 
all  snoh  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  such  of  the  said  acts,  or  parts 
thereof,  as  are  repugnant  \o  this  Cont^titution,  are  hereby  abrogated ; 
and  the  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  shall  appoint  three  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  reduce  into  u  written  and  systematic  code  the  whole  body  of 
the  law  of  this  State,  or  so  much  and  such  parts  thereof  as  to  the 
said  commissouers  shall  seem  practicable  and  expedient.  And  the 
said  commissioners  shall  specify  such  alterations  and  amendments 
therein  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  and  they  shall  at  all  times  make 
reports  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Legislature,  when  called  upon  to 
do  so ;  and  the  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  regulating  the  tenure  of 
office,  the  filling  of  vacancies  therein,  and  the  compensation  of  the 
said  commissioners  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for  the  publication  of 
the  said  code,  prior  to  its  being  presented  to  the  Legislature  for 
adoption. 

1  ^.  All  grants  of  land  within  this  State,  made  by  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  or  persons  acting  under  his  authority,  after  the  four- 
.teenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  shall  be  null  and  void  :  bat  nothing  contained  in  this  Consti- 
tution shall  affect  any  grants  of  land  within  this  State,  made  by  the 
authority  of  the  said  King  or  his  predecessors,  or  shall  annul  any  char- 
ters to  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  by  him  or  them  made,  before 
that  day ;  or  shall  affect  any  such  grants  or  charters  since  made  by 
this  State,  or  by  persons  acting;  under  its  autliurity.  or  shall  impair 
the  obligation  of  any  debts  contracted  by  this  State,  or  individuals, 
or  bodies  corporate,  or  any  other  rights  of  property,  or  any  suits, 
actions,  rights  of  action,  or  other  proceedings  in  courts  of  justice. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Sec,  1 .  Kvery  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall 
have  been  a  citizen  for  ton  days,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  one 
year  next  preceding  any  election,  and  for  the  last  four  months  a  resi- 
dent of  the  county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote,  sliall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  such  election  in  the  election  district  of  which  ho  shall  at  the 
time  be  a  resident,  and  not  elsewhere,  for  all  ofiicers  that  now  arc 
or  hereafter  may  be  elective  by  the  people  ;  but  such  citizen  shall 
have  been  for  thirty  days  next  preceding  the  election,  a  resident  of 
the  district  from  which  the  officer  is  to  be  chosen  for  whom  he  offers 
his  vote.  But  no  man  of  color,  unless  he  shall  have  been  for  three 
years  a  citizen  of  this  State,  and  for  one  year  next  preceding  any 
election  shall  have  been  seized  and  possessed  of  a  freehold  estate  of 
the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts 
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and  incumbrances  charged  thereon,  and  shall  have  been  aetnalij 
rated,  and  paid  a  tax  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  YOtc  at  snoh  elec- 
tion. And  no  person  of  color  shall  be  subject  to  direct  taxation 
unless  he  shall  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  real  estate  as  afore- 
said. 

2.  Laws  may  be  passed  excluding  from  the  riffht  of  suffrage  all 
persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  convicted  of  bribery,  or  larceny,  or 
of  any  infamous  crime ;  and  for  depriving  every  person  who  shall 
make,  or  become  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  bet  or  wa- 
ger depending  upon  the  result  of  any  election,  from  the  right  to  vote 
at  such  election. 

3.  For  the  purpose  of  voting,  no  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
gained  or  lost  a  residence,  by  reason  of  his  presence  or  absence, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  nor  while  en- 
gaged in  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  this  Stat«,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  high  seas  ;  nor  while  a  student  of  any  seminary  of 
learning ;  nor  while  kept  at  any  alms-house,  or  other  asylum,  at 
public  expense  ;  nor  while  confined  in  any  public  prison. 

4.  Laws  shall  be  made  for  ascertaining  by  proper  proofe  the  citi- 
zens who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  hereby  established. 

5.  All  elections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  by  ballot,  except  for  such 
town  officers  as  may  by  law  be  directed  t^^  be  otherwise  chosen. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Senate  and  Assembly. 

2.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-two  members,  and  the  sena- 
tors shall  be  chosen  for  two  years.  The  Assemblv  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members,  who  shall  be  annually 
elected. 

3.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  thirty-two  districts,  to  be  called 
Senate  districts,  each  of  which  shall  choose  one  Senator.  The  dis- 
tricts shall  be  numl>crcd  from  one  to  thirty-two  inclusive. 

District  number  one  ( 1 ),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk. 
Richmond  and  Queens. 

District  number  two  (2),  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Kings. 

Districts  number  three  (3),  number  four  (4),  number  five  (5),  and 
number  six  (6),  shall  consist  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York  ; 
and  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  city  and  county  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  divide  the  said  city  and  county  into  the  number  of  Senate 
Districts,  to  which  it  is  entitled,  as  near  as  may  be  of  an  equal 
number  of  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens  and  persons  of  color  not 
taxed,  and  consisting  of  convenient  and  contiguous  territory ;  and 
no  Assembly  District  shall  l)e  divided  in  the  formation  of  a  Senate 
District.  The  board  of  supervisors,  when  they  shall  have  completed 
anch  division,  shall  cause  certificates  thereof,  stating  the  number 
and  boundaries  of  each  district  and  the  population  thereof,  to  be 
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filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  olerk  of  (the 
said  city  and  county. 

District  number  seven  (7),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  West- 
chester, Putnam  and  Hockland. 

District  number  eight  (8),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess 
and  Columbia. 

District  number  nine  (9),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Orange 
and  Sullivan. 

District  number  ten  (10),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Ulster 
and  Greene. 

District  number  eleven  (11),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Al- 
bany and  Schenectady. 

District   number    twelve  (12),  shall  consist  of  the  county  ef 
Bensselaer. 

District  number  thirteen  (13),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Washington  and  Saratoga. 

District  number  fourteen  (14),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Warren,  Essex,  and  Clinton. 

District  number  fifteen  (15),  shall  consbt  of  the  counties  of  St. 
Lawrence  and  Franklin. 

District  number  sixteen  (16),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Her- 
kimer,  Hamilton,  Fulton  and  Montgomery. 

District  number  seventeen  (17),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Schoharie  and  Delaware. 

District  number  eighteen  (18),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Otsego  and  Chenango. 

District  number  nineteen  (19),  shall  consist  of  the  county  of 
Onoida. 

District  number  twenty  (20),  shall  consist  of  the  oounti^  of 
Madison  and  Oswego. 

District  number  twenty-one  (21),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Jefierson  and  Lewis. 

District  number  twenty-two  (22),  shall  consist  of  the  county  of 
Onondaga. 

District  numbec  twenty-three  (23),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Cortland,  Broome  and  Tioga. 

District  number  twenty-four  (24),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Cayuga  and  Wayne. 

District  number  twenty-five  (25),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Tompkins,  Seneca  and  i  ates. 

District  number  twenty-six  (26),  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 
Steuben  and  Chemung. 

District  number  twenty-seven  (27),  shall  consist  of  the  county  of 
Munroe. 

District  number  twenty-eight  (28),  shall  consist  of  the  counties 
of  Orleans,  Genesee  and  Niagara. 

District  number  twenty-nme  (29),  shall  consist  of  the  counties 
of  Ontario  and  Livingston. 
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DiBtriot  number  thirty  (30),  sliall  copust  of  the  countic 
gmj  and  Wyoming. 

Ustrict  number  thirty-ono  (31),  sball  conflict  of  ttic  t 
Krie. 

IKstrict  number  thirty-two  (32),  Bhall  consist  of  the  c( 
<'htHitawque  and  OattaTBiipie. 

4,  An  enumeration  of  the  iuhabitants  of  the  finite  shall 
noder  the  direetion  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  year  one 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  at  the  end  of  every  ten  ve 
ailer  ;  and  the  said  dititricts  ehall  be  bo  altered  by  the  Lt 
at  the  first  aeasion  after  the  return  of  eTerj  enumeration, 
Senate  district  aball  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be.  an  equi 
(if  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens,  and  persons  of  color  not  ts 
shall  remiun  unaltered  until  the  return  of  another  enumer 
Ahall  at  all  times  cobstBt  of  eontigucus  territory ;  and 
shall  be  divided  in  the  formatiou  of  a  Senate  district,  ex 
county  shBll  be  equitably  entitled  to  two  or  more  Senaton 

5.  Tho  members  of  Assembly  shall  be  apportioned  a 
several  counties  of  thin  State,  by  the  Legislature,  as  neat 
he,  aocording  to  the  number  of  their  respective  inhabitau' 
ing  aliens,  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed,  and  shall  be 
single  districts. 

The  several  Iwards  of  aupervisora  in  such  counties  of  ■ 
as  are  now  entitled  to  more  than  one  member  of  Assen 
assemble  on  the  first  Tuesday  nf  Jaunary  nest,  nnd  divid 
specdve  counties  into  Assembly  districts  eqnal  to  tho  i 
members  of  Assembly  te  which  such  connties  are  now  se 
tilled  by  law,  and  shall  cause  to  be  filed  in  the  offices  of 
taryctf  State  and  the  clerks  of  their  respective  counties,  a  d 
□f  such  Assembly  districts,  specifying  the  number  of  etw 
and  the  population  thereof,  apcording  to  the  lost  prcce' 
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iticiober  of  the  Assembly^  And  no  new  county  shall  iJe  hereafter 
crtMted,  unless  its  population  shall  entitle  it  to  a  member. 

The  county  of  Hamilton  shall  elect  with  the  county  of  Fulton, 
until  the  population  of  the  county  of  Hamilton  shall,  according  to 
the  ratio,  be  entitled  to  a  member. 

0.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  for  their  services 
a  yvLin  not  exceeding  three  dollars  a  day,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  8es:<iun :  but  such  pay  shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  three 
hundred  dollars  for  per  diem  allowance,  except  in  proceedings  for 
impeachment.  The  limitation  as  to  the  aggregate  compensation 
sliall  not  take  effect  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight.  When  convened  in  extra  session  by  the  Governor,  they 
shall  receive  three  dollars  per  day.  They  shall  also  receive  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  for  every  ten  miles  they  shall  travel,  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  their  place  of  meeting,  on  the  most  usual  route. 
The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  shall,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  receive  an 
additional  compensation  equal  to  one-third  of  his  per  diem  allowance 
as  a  member. 

7.  No  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  any  civil  appoint- 
ment within  this  State,  or  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  Governor,  the  Governor  and  Senate,  or  from  the  Legislature, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected ;  and  all  such 
appointments,  and  all  votes  given  for  any  such  member,  for  any  such 
office  or  appointment,  shall  be  void. 

8.  No  person  being  a  member  of  Congress,  or  holding  any  judicial 
or  military  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  hold  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature.  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  his  election  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  be  elected  to  Congress,  or  appointed  to  any 
office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
his  acceptance  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

9.  The  elections  of  Senators  and  members  of  Assembly,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on  the  Tcusday 
succecaing  the  first  Monday  of  November,  unless  otherwise  directed 
by  the  Legislature. 

10.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business.  Each  nouse  shall  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceed- 
ings, and  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifications  of 
its  own  members ;  shall  choose  its  own  officers ;  and  the  Senate  shall 
choose  a  temporary  president,  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall 
not  attend  as  president,  or  shall  act  as  Governor. 

1 1.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  require  secrecy.  The  door^ 
of  each  house  shall  be  kept  open,  except  when  the  public  welfare 
shall  require  secrecv.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days. 

12.  For  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house  of  the  Legislature, 
ihe  members  shul  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 
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13.  Any  bill  may  originate  in  cither  house  of  the  Legi  «^    latow, 
and  nil  bills  pawiod  by  one  Iiouse  may  be  amoudeJ  by  the  otlr:» 

14.  The  enarting  clause  of  all  bills  shall  be, ''  The  p«o))l<^ 
Slate  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  ii«_:3 
M  follows  ;  "  and  no  law  shall  be  enacted  except  by  bill. 

15.  No  bill  ahall  bo  pasacJ  unless  by  the  a-ssent  of  a  maj(j»  ~ 
all  the  members  elected  to  eaeh  branch  of  the  Legislature,  a,  "M 
((ucstion  upon  the  final  passage  shall  be  taken  iiniuediatoly  u.  ^ 
last  reading,  and  the  yea.>i  and  nays  entered  on  the  journal. 

10.  No  priTate  or  focal  bill,  which  may  be  passed  by  the  T— 
ture,  shall  embrace  more  than  one  subject,  and  that  shalt  be  ex^zrr 
in  the  title. 

17.  The  Legislatnre  may  confer  upon  the  boards  of  guperri 
the  several  counties  of  the  State,  such  further  powers  of  loca 
lation  and  administration,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  tjme  pn      " 

ARTICLK  IV. 

Sec.  I,  The  executire  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Ooremi 
Khali  hold  his  office  for  two  years :  a  Tiieut«nant-GoTCrDor  si 
uhosen  at  the  same  time,  nnd  for  the  same  term.    ' 

"2.  No  perwjn.  except  a  citiien  of  the  United  States, 
eligible  to  the  office  of  Gnvernor,  nor  shall  any  person  be  cli^ 
that  office,  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  yeau 
who  shall  not  have  been  five  years  neit  preceding  hia  elcci 
resident  within  this  State. 

3.  The  Governor  and  Licutenant-Oovcmnr  shall  be  elected 
times  and  pla^s  of  choosing  members  of  the  Aitscmbly.  Th 
sons  respect-ivcly  Jiaving  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Gi 
and  Lieutenant -Governor.  bIuiU  be  elected ;  but  in  caso  two 
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tatioDS  and  pardous  after  conviction,  for  all  offences  except  treason 
and  ciiscs  uf  iiupcachment,  upoii  such  conditions,  and  with  such  re- 
strictions and  limitations,  as  ho  may  think  proper,  subject  to  such 
regulation  as  may  be  provided  by  law  relative  to  the  manner  of  ap- 
plying for  iMirdons.  Upon  conviction  for  treason,  he  shall  have  power 
to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  until  the  case  shall  be  re- 
ported to  the  JiCgislaturc  at  its  next  meeting,  when  the  Legislature 
shall  either  pardon,  or  commute  the  sentence,  direct  the  execution  of 
the  sentence,  or  grant  a  further  reprieve,  lie  shall  annually  com- 
municate to  the  Legislature  each  case  of  reprieve,  commutation  or 
pardon  granted ;  stating  the  name  of  the  convict,  the  crime  of  whioh 
he  was  convicted,  the  sentence  and  its  date,  and  the  date  of  the  com- 
mutation, pardon  or  reprieve. 

6.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  or  his  removal 
from  office,  doatli,  inability  to  discliarge  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  said  office,  resignation  or  a))sence  from  the  State,  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  office  shall  devolve  uj)on  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for 
the  residue  of  the  term,  or  until  the  disability  shall  cease.  But  when 
the  Governor  sliall.  witli  tlie  consent  of  the  Legislature,  be  out  of  the 
State  in  time  <»f  wiir.at  the  head  df  a  military  force  thereof,  he  shall 
continue  commaudcr-in-cliief  of  all  the  military  force  of  the  Stata 

7.  The  Lieutciiaut  Governor  shall  possess  the  same  qualifieationB 
of  eligibility  for  office  as  tlie  (jovornor.  lie  shall  be  President  of 
the  Senate,  but  shall  only  have  a  casting  vote  therein.  If  during  ft 
vacancy  of  the  office  of  (jovernor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be 
impeached,  displaced,  resign,  die,  or  become  incapable  of  performing 
the  duties  of  his  office,  or  be  absent  from  the  State,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  shall  act  as  (lovernor.  until  the  vacancy  be  filled,  or 
the  disability  shall  cease. 

8.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  while  acting  as  such,  receive  a 
compensation  which  shall  be  fixed  by  law.  and  which  shall  not  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

9.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 
shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor :  if  he 
approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not.  he  shall  return  it  with  his  ob- 
jections to  that  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall 
•enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reeon- 
tider  it  If  after  such  reconsideration,  two- thirds  of  the  members 
preaent  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  ob- 
jections, to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered  ; 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  present,  it  shall 
become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  Governor.  But 
in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for  and  against 
■the  bill  shall  bo  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  house  respectively. 
If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  ten  days 
.(Sundays  exocpted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the 
same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless 
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the  Legislature  bIuiII,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  retom ;  in 
which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer  and  At- 
torney-General shall  be  chosen  at  a  general  election,  and  shall  hold 
jtheir  offices  for  two  years.  Each  of  the  officers  in  this  article 
named  (except  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly),  shall  at  stated  times, 
daring  his  continuance  in  office,  receive  for  his  services,  a  compensa- 
tion, which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for 
which  he  sliall  have  been  elected ;  nor  shall  he  receive,  to  his  use, 
any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  or  other  compensation. 

2.  A  dtate  Engineer  and  Surveyor  shall  be  chosen  at  a  general 
election,  and  shall  hold  his  office  two  years,  but  no  person  shall  be 
elected  to  said  office  who  is  not  a  practical  engineer. 

3.  Three  canal  commissioners  shall  be  chosen  at  the  general  elec- 
tion, which  shall  be  held  next  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution ; 
one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and 
one  for  three  years.  The  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  shall 
meet  at  the  Capital  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  next  after  such 
election,  and  determine  by  lot  which  of  said  commissioners  shall 
hold  his  office  for  one  year,  which  for  two,  and  which  for  three  years ; 
and  there  shall  be  elected  annually,  thereafter,  one  canal  commis- 
sioner, who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three  years. 

4.  Three  inspectors  of  State  Prisons  shall  be  elected  at  the  gene- 
ral election  which  shall  be  held  next  after  the  adoption  of  this  Con> 
stitution,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  one  for  two 
years,  and  one  for  three  years.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State, 
and  Comptroller,  shall  meet  at  the  Capital  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January  next  succeeding  such  election,  and  determine  by  lot  which 
of  said  inspectors  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  which  for  two, 
and  which  for  three  years  ;  and  there  shall  be  elected  annually  there- 
after one  inspector  of  State  Prisons,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for 
three  years  ;  said  inspectors  shall  have  the  charge  and  superintend- 
ence of  the  State  Prisons,  and  shall  appoint  all  the  officers  therein. 
All  vacancies  in  the  office  of  such  inspector  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Governor,  till  the  next  election. 

5.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  Secretarr 
of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  and  State  Engi- 
neer and  Surveyor,  shall  be  the  commissioners  of  the  land-office. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secretary  of  State.  Comptroller,  Trea- 
surer, and  Attorney-General,  shall  be  the  commissioners  of  the 
oanal  fund. 

•  The  canal  board  shall  consist  of  the  commissioners  of  the  canal 
fund,  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  the  canal  commissioners. 

6.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  respective  boards,  and  of  the 
several  officers  in  this  article  mentioned,  shall  be  such  as  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
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7.  The  Treasurer  may  bo  suspended  from  office  by  tlie  Governor, 
during  the  rocoss  of  the  Legislature,  and  until  thirty  days  after  the 
oommencement  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  whenever  it 
shall  appear  to  him  that  such  Treasurer  has,  in  any  particular,  vio- 
lated his  duty.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  a  competent  person  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  during  such  suspondion  of  tht; 
Treasurer. 

8.  All  offices  for  the  weighing,  gauging,  measuring,  cullinff  or 
inspecting  any  merchandize,  produce,  manufacture  or  oommodity. 
whateveis  are  hereby  abolished,  and  no  such  office  shall  hereafter  bo 
created  by  law ;  but  nothing  in  this  section  contained,  shall  abrogate 
any  office  created  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  health,  or  the 
interests  of  the  State  in  its  property,  revenue,  tolls,  or  purchases,  or 
of  supplying  the  people  with  correct  standards  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures, or  shall  prevent  the  creation  of  any  office  for  such  purposes 
hereafter. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Sec.  1.  The  Assembly  shall  have  the  power  of  impeachment,  by 
the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected.  The  court  for 
the  trial  of  impeachments,  shall  be  composed  of  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  the  senators,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  and  the  judges  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  or  the  major  part  of  them.  On  the  trial  of  an 
impeachment  against  the  Governor,  tlie  Lieutenant-Governor  shall 
act  as  a  member  of  the  court.  No  judicial  officer  shall  exercise  his 
office  after  he  shall  have  been  impeached,  until  he  shall  have  been 
acquitted.  Before  the  trial  of  an  impeachment,  the  members  of  the 
court  shall'  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  truly  and  impartially  to  try 
the  impeachment,  according  to  evidence ;  and  no  person  shall  be  con- 
victed, without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 
Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than  to 
removal  from  office,  or  removal  from  office  and  dis([ualification  to 
hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  this  State  ; 
but  the  party  impeached  shall  be  liable  to  indictment  and  punish- 
ment according  to  law. 

2.  There  shall  be  a  Court  of  Appeals,  composed  of  eight  judges, 
of  whom  four  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  State  for  eight 
years,  and  four  selected  from  the  class  of  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  havine  the  shortest  time  to  serve.  Provision  shall  be  made 
by  law,  for  designating  one  of  the  number  elected,  as  chief  judge, 
and  for  selecting  such  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  time  to 
Ume,  and  for  so  classi^ing  those  elected,  that  one  shall  be  elected 
every  second  year. 

3.  There  shall  be  a  Supreme  Court  having  general  jurisdiction  in 
law  and  equity. 

4.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eiffht  judicial  districts,  of  which 
the  city  of  New-Tork  shall  be  one ;  the  others  to  be  bounded .  by 
oounty  lines,  and  to  be  compaot  md  equal  in  population  as  nearly  aa 
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may  bo.  Tlicro  shall  be  four  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  each 
district,  and  as  many  more  in  the  district  composed  of  the  city  of 
New- York,  as  may  from  time  to  time  bo  authorized  by  law.  but  not 
to  exceed  in  the  wliole  such  number  in  proportion  to  its  population, 
as  shall  l)e  in  conformity  with  the  number  of  such  judges  in  the  resi- 
due of  the  State  in  proportion  to  its  population.  They  sliall  be 
chissified  80  that  one  of  the  justices  of  each  district  shall  go  out  of 
office  at  the  end  of  every  two  years.  After  the  expiration  of  their 
terms  under  such  classification,  the  term  of  their  office  shall  be 
eiglit  years. 

5.  Tiie  Legislature  shall  have  tlie  same  powers  to  alter  and  regu- 
late the  jurisdiction  and  proceedings  in  law  and  equity,  as  they  have 
lieretofure  possessed. 

0.  Provision  may  be  made  by  law  for  designating  from  time  to 
tinie,  one  or  more  of  the  said  justices,  who  is  not  a  judge  of  the 
(/ourt  of  Appeals,  to  preside  at  the  general  terms  of  the  said  court, 
to  be  held  in  the  several  districts.  Any  three  or  more  of  the  said 
justices,  of  wliom  one  of  the  said  justices  so  designated  shall  al- 
ways be  one,  may  hold  such  general  terms.  And  any  one  or  more 
of  tlie  justices  may  hold  special  terms  and  circuit  courts,  and  any 
one  of  tliem  may  preside  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  in  any 
(rounty.  • 

7.  The  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  severally  receive  at  stated  times  for  their  services, 
a  compensation  to  be  established  by  law,  wiiich  shall  not  be  increased 
or  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

8.  They  shall  not  hold  an  y  other  office  of  public  trust.  All  votes 
for  either  of  them,  for  any  elective  office  (except  that  of  just-ice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,)  given  by  the 
Legislature  or  the  people,  shall  be  void.  They  shall  not  exercise 
any  power  of  appointment  to  public  office.  Any  male  citizen  of  the 
age  ai  twenty-(me  years,  of  good  moral  character,  and  who  possesses 
the  reijuisite  qualifications  of  learning  and  ability,  shall  be  entitled 
to  admission  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  this  State. 

9.  The  classification  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  the 
times  and  place  of  holding  the  terms  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
of  the  general  and  special  terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  within  the 
s(;veral  districts,  and  the  circuit  courts  and  courts  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner within  the  several  counties,  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

1 0.  The  testimony  in  equity  cases  shall  be  taken  in  like  manner 
:ts  in  cases  at  law. 

1 1.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  judges  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  may  be  removed  by  concurrent  resolutions  of  both  houses 
4>f  the  Legislature,  if  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the 
Assembly  and  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  Senate, 
concur  therein.  All  judicial  officers,  except  those  mentioned  in  this 
section,  and  exeopt  justices  of  the  peace,  and  judges  and  justices  of 
inferior  courts  not  of  record,  may  be  removed  by  the  Senate,  on  the 
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reeommondation  of  tho  Crovcrnor ;  but  no  removal  shall  be  made  by 
virtue  of  this  8cction,  unless  the  cause  thereof  be  eutcred  on  the 
journals,  nor  unless  the  party  complained  of,  shall  have  been  served 
with  a  copy  of  the  complaint  against  him,  and  shall  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  defense.  On  the  question  of  re- 
moval, the  ayes  and  noes  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

12.  The  judges  of  tiie  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  elected  by  the 
i»lect')rs  of  the  State,  and  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  the 
electors  of  the  several  judicial  districts,  at  such  times  as  may  be 
pressor i bed  by  law. 

1 3.  In  ease  the  office  of  any  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  or 
juHtice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  become  vacant  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  regular  t^rm  for  which  he  was  elected,  tho  vacancy 
may  be  filled  by  appointment  by  tho  Governor,  until  it  shall  be  sup- 
plied at  the  next  general  election  of  judges,  when  it  shall  be  filled 
by  election  for  the  roidue  of  the  unexpired  term. 

1 4.  ThertJ  shall  bo  elected  in  each  of  the  counties  of  this  State. 
except  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  one  county  judge,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years.  He  shall  hold  the  county  court, 
smd  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  surrogate.  The  county  court 
Khali  have  such  jurisdiction  in  cases  arising  in  justices  courts,  and 
in  special  cases,  as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe  ;  but  shall  have  no 
oripnal  civil  jurisdiction,  except  in  such  special  cases. 

'the  county  judge,  with  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  be  designated 
acoording  to  law,  may  hold  courts  of  sessions,  with  such  criminal 
jurisdiction  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

The  county  judge  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  to  be  fixed  by 
the  board  of  supervisors,  which  shall  be  neither  increased  nor  di- 
minished during  his  continuance  in  office.  The  justices  of  the  peace. 
for  services  in  courts  of  sessions,  shall  be  paid  a  per  diem  allow- 
anoe  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

In  counties  having  a  population  exceeding  forty  thousand,  the 
Legislature  may  provide  for  the  election  of  a  separate  officer  to  per- 
fonm  the  duties  of  the  office  of  surrogate. 

The  Legislature  nuiy  confer  equity  jurisdiction  in  special  cases 
apen  the  countv  judge. 

Inferior  looal  courts,  of  civil  and  oriminal  jurisdiction,  may  be 
established  by  the  Legislature  in  cities  ;  and  such  courts,  except  for 
the  eities  of  ffew-York  and  Bufblo,  shall  have  an  uniform  organi- 
tftftion  and  jurisdietion  in  such  cities. 

15.  The  Legislature  may,  on  application  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, provide  for  the  election  of  local  officers,  not  to  exceed  two  in 
mny  eounty,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  county  judge  and  of  surro- 
g[ilie,  in  cases  of  their  inability  or  of  a  vacancy,  and  to  exercise  such 
otiier  powers  2a  special  cases  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

16.  The  Legislature  may  reorganize  the  judiciei  districts  at  the 
first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enumeration  under  this  Con- 
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Htitntion  in  tbe  manner  provided  for  in  tho  fourth  saotioa  < 
artitk'  and  at  no  other  time ;  and  they  muy,  at  such  sossiOD,  in 
or  diiuiniali  the  number  of  districts,  but  such  increase  or  dimii 
shall  not  be  more  than  one  distrii;t  at  any  one  time.  Kacfa  d 
siiull  have  four  juBticcs  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  uo  dimii 
of  the  districts  shall  have  tho  effect  to  remove  a  judge  frotn  of 

17.  The  electors  of  the  several  towns,  shall,  at  their  unnua 
mcciiug,  and  in  such  maoncr  as  the  Legislature  niaj  direct 
justiceit«of  the  peace,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  four  yeari 
ca^iC  of  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  occurring  before  the  cxpi 
of  a  full  term,  tho;  shall  hold  for  the  residue  of  the  unexpired 
Their  number  and  classification  may  be  regulated  b;  law.  Ji 
of  the  paace  aad  judges  or  justices  of  inferior  courts  not  of  i 
and  their  clerks,  may  he  removed  after  due  uotice  and  an  op 
uity  of  being  heard  in  their  defense  by  such  connt;,  city  or 
courts  &K  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  for  causes  to  be  assigned 
order  of  removal. 

If.  All  judicial  officers  of  cities  and  vilUges,  and  all  auch  ji 
offiecrs  as  may  be  created  therein  by  law,  shall  be  elected  ai 
times  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Lcgislaluro  may  direct. 

K>.  Clerks  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State  shall  be  ole 
the  Supreme  Court,  with  such  powers  and  duties  as  uliall  b 
>(Tibcd  by  law.  A  clerk  for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  to  be  ex 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  keep  his  office   at  the  e 

Euvernment,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  State  ;  h 
old  his  office  for  three  years,  and  his  compensation  skal'l  b 
by  luw  and  paid  out  of  tho  public  treasury. 

'20.  No  judical  officer,  except  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  t 
to  his  own  use.  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office. 

•Jl.  The  Legislature  may  authorise  the  judgments,  decn 

ny  local  inferior  court  of  record  of  original  ci' 
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coarts  of  record  of  this  Stato,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, subject  to  their  adoption  and  modification  from  time  to  time. 

25.  The  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption  of  this 
(Constitution,  shall  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, and  for  transferring  to  it  the  business  pending  in  the  Court 
for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  and  for  the  allowance  of  writs  of  error 
and  appeals  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  from  the  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  the  present  Court  of  Chancery  and  Supreme  Court,  and  of 
the  courts  that  may  be  organized  under  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

Sec.  1.  After  paying  the  expenses  of  collection,  superintendence 
and  ordinary  repairs,,  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  in 
each  fiscal  year,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  State  canals,  commencing 
on  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty -six, 
the  sum  of  one  million  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and 
from  tliat  time  the  sum  of  one  million  and  seven  Iiundred  thousand 
<lollars  in  each  fiscal  year,  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  pay  the  interest  and 
redeem  the  principal  of  that  part  of  the  State  debt  called  the  canal 
debt,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  first  aforesaid,  and  including  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  then  to  be  borrowed,  until  the  same  shall  be 
wholly  paid  ;  and  the  principal  and  income  of  the  said  sinking  fund 
j^hall  be  sacredly  applied  t(f  that  purpose. 

•2.  After  coniplving  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  out  of  the  surplus 
rcyennes  of  the  State  canals,  in  each  fiscal  year,  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  Juno,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  the 
*\xm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  until  the  time 
when  a  sufliciont  sum  shall  have  been  appropriated  and  sot  apart, 
under  the  said  first  section,  to  pay  the  interest  and  extinguish  the 
entire  principal  of  tht;  canal  debt ;  and  after  that  period,  then  the 
sum  of  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  each  fiscal 
year,  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  princi- 
4>al  of  that  part  of  the  State  debt  called  the  general  fund  debt,  in- 
cluding the  debt  for  loans  of  the  StaXe  credit  to  railroad  companies 
which  nave  failed  to  pay  the  interest  thereon,  and  also  the  contin- 
gent debt  on  Stutc  stocks  loaned  to  incorporated  companies  which 
oavc  hitherto  paid  the  interest  thereon,  whenever  and  as  far  as  any 
part  thereof  may  become  a  charge  on  the  treasury  or  general  fund, 
until  the  same  shall  be  wholly  paid ;  and  the  principal  and  income 
nf  the  said  last  mentioned  sinking  fund  shall  be  sacredly  applied  to 
tbe  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  if  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  moneys 
to  tne  said  sinking  fund  shall  at  any  time  bo  deferred,  by  reason  of 
the  priority  recognized  in  the  first  section  of  this  article,  the  sum  so 
deferred,  with  quarterly  interest  thereon,  at  the  then  current  rate. 
vhall  be  paid  to  the  last  mentioned  sinking  fund,  as  soon  as  it  can 
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be  douo  consutcntly  nith  the  just  rights  of  the  creditors  hold 
mid  canal  debt. 

3.  After  payinc  the  siid  cxpciiscB  of  superiuteiidcncc  and  repi 
of  ihe  oauafs,  and  the  sums  appropriated  b}'  the  first  und  sec* 
sections  of  this  article,  there  sliall  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  i 
enues  of  the  c&nals,  to  tlic  treasury  of  the  titAte,  on  or  before 
tiiirtieth  dsj  of  September,  in  eaeh  year,  for  tlie  use  and  ben 
of  the  general  fund,  sacli  sum,  not  exceeding  two  hitiidred  thoiui 
dollars,  as  may  bo  rcjuircd  to  defray  the  necessary  cxpeuaes  of 
State;  and  the  remainder  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  cauals  sh 
iu  each  fiscal  year,  be  applied,  in  such  manner  aa  thtt  Lcgisltit 
shall  direct,  to  the  eomplction  of  the  Srie  canal  enlargement,  i 
the  Geaesee  Volley  and  Black  Uiver  canals,  until  tbe  said  cu 
shall  be  completed. 

If  at  any  time  after  the  period  of  eight  years  from  the  adopM 
of  this  Constitution,  the  revenues  of  the  State,  unappropri&tew 
this  article,  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  necensarv  expc^ 
of  the  gOTornment,  without  continuing  or  laving  a  direct  txr~. 
Lc^islatnre  may,  at  its  discretion,  supply  the  deficiency,  in  v*^ 
or  in  part,  from  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canals,  after  compf, 
with  tlie  provisions  of  the  first  two  sections  of  this  article,  fur  pK  , 
the  interest  and  extinguishing  the  principal  of  the  canal  and  £*■=>. 
fund  debt ;  but  the  sum  thus  approprtutol  from  the  surplus  « 
enues  of  the  canals  shall  not  exceed  annually  three  humlrc*  -^ 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  including  the  sun  of  two  huudrcd  tbo^^ 
dollars,  provided  for  by  this  section  for  the  cxpeuscH  of  the  g  -ya 
ment.  until  the  general  fund  debt  shall  be  extinguished,  or  un.^^ 
Erie  canal  enlargement  and  Grenesee  Valley  and  Black  RWer  — 
shall  be  completed  ;  and  after  that  debt  shall  bo  pud,  or  tlF^ 
of  six  hundred  and  s^  m 


N£W   YORK.  169 


other  than  their  direct  revenues,  shall,  with  quarterly  interest,  at 
the  rates  then  current,  be  repaid  into  the  treasury,  for  the  use  of 
the  State,  out  of  the  canal  revenues,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
BiBteutly  with  the  just  rights  of  the  creditors  holding  the  said  canal 
debt 

6.  The  Legislature  shall  not  sell,  lease,  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
any  of  the  canals  of  the  State ;  but  they  shall  remain  the  propi'rty 
of  the  State  ahd  under  its  management,  forever. 

7.  The  Legislature  shall  never  sell  or  dispose  of  the  salt  springs 
belonging  to  this  State.  The  lands  contiguous  thereto,  -and  whicli 
may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  use  of  the  salt  springs. 
may  be  sold  by  authority  of  law  and  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  land  office,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  the  moneys 
arising  therefrom  in  other  lands  alike  convenient:  but  by  such 
sale  and  purchase  the  aggregate  quantity  of  these  lands  shall  not 
be  diminished. 

8.  No  moneys  shall  ever  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State, 
or  any  of  its  funds,  or  any  of  the  funds  under  its  management,  ex- 
cept in  pursuance  of  an  appropriation  by  law  ;  nor  unless  such  pay- 
ment be  made  within  two  years  ilext  after  the  passage  of  such  appro- 
priation act ;  and  every  such  law,  making  a  new  appropriation,  or 
continuing  or  reviving  an  appropriation,  shall  distinctly  specify  tht' 
sum  appropriated,  and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied ;  and  it 
shall  not  bo  sufficient  for  such  law  to  refer  to  any  other  law  to  fix 
such  sum. 

9.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not,  in  any  manner,  be  given  or 
loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of  any  individual  association  or  corporation. 

10.  The  State  may,  to  meet  casual  deficits  or  failures  in  revenues, 
or  for  expenses  not  provided  for,  contract  debts,  but  such  debts,  di- 
rect and  contingent,  singly  or  in  the  aggregate,  shall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  one  million  of  dollars ;  and  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
loans  creating  such  debts,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  obtained,  or  to  pay  the  debt  so  contracted,  and  to  no  other 
purpose  whatever. 

11.  In  addition  to  the  above  limited  power  to  contract  debts,  the 
State  may  contract  debts  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection,  or 
defend  the  State  in  war  ;  but  the  money  arising  from  the  contract- 
ing of  such  debts  shall  bo  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
raised,  or  to  repay  such  debts,  and  to  no  othor  purpose  whatever. 

12.  Except  the  debts  specified  in  tlic  tenth  and  eleventh  sections 
of  this  article,  no  debt  shall  be  hereafter  contracted  by  or  on  behalf 
of  this  State,  unless  such  debt  sliall  be  authorized  by  a  law,  for  somo 
Jiingle  work  or  object,  to  be  distinctly  specified  threrein  ;  and  suoli 
law  shall  impose  and  provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct  annual  tax 
to  pay,  and  sufficient  to  pay  tlie  interest  on  such  debt  as  it  falls  due. 
and  also  to  pay  and  discharge  the  principal  of  such  debt  within 
eighteen  years  from  the  time  of  the  contracting  thereof 

No  such  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall,  at  a  general  election. 
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have  been  oubmitted  to  the  people,  and  have  received  a  mi^ 
ail  tlio  votes  cast  for  and  againxt  it,  at  such  election. 

Ou  (he  finiil  passage  of  soch  bill  in  either  house  of  the 
ture,  the  question  shall  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  to  be  dul^ 
nn  the  journal8  thereof,  and  Hliall  be :  '-  Shalt  thia  bill  p 
uuffht  the  same  to  receive  the  Rnnction  of  the  people  ?" 

The  IiCgii*latHre  may  at  any  time,  after  the  approval  of  i 
by  the  people,  if  no  debt  ebnll  have  been  contracted  in  pi 
thereof,  repeal  the  wime  ;  and  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  fm 
eontrauting  of  any  further  debt  ^r  liability  under  such  1 
the  tas  imposed  by  sneh  act,  in  proportion  to  the  debt  aad 
which  n>ay  have  been  contracted,  in  pursuance  of  such  law, 
main  in  force  and  be  irrepealable,  and  be  annually  coUectf 
the  proceedn  thereof  Khali  have  made  the  provision  hGrel) 
upeoified  to  pay  and  (litharge  the  inlorcst  and  prittoipal 
debt  and  lialiilitv. 

The  monev  arising  from  any  loan  or  stock  creating  Ench 
liability,  ahal!  be  applied  to  the  work  or  object  specified  in 
authorising  sncb  debt  or  liability,  or  for  the  repayment  of  s- 
or  liability,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

No  such  law  shall  be  fiubinittcd  to  bo  voted  on,  with 
months  after  itn  paxHagc.  or  at  any  general  election,  when  a' 
law,  or  anv  bill,  or  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  shal 
milted  to  be  voted  fur  or  against. 

13.  K  very  law  which  impONcs.  con  tin  ue.^i  or  revives  a  t» 
distinctly  elate  the  tax  and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be 
and  it  shall  not  be  t^ufhcient  to  refer  to  any  other  law  to  fix 
or  object. 

14.  On  the  Rnal  passage,  in  either  honMo  of  the  Lej^lt 
KVery  act  wliieh  impo.Bcs,  cnntinuo.s.  or  revives  a  tax,  or  crcab 
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3.  The  term  corporations  as  used  in  tliis  article,  nhall  bo  con- 
5truc(l  to  include  all  associations  and  joint-stock  companies  having 
any  of  the  power?*  or  privileges  of  corporations  not  possessed  by  in- 
dividuals or  purtiiorsliips.  And  all  corporations  shall  have  the  right 
to  sue  and  shall  be  subject  to  bo  sued  in  all  courts  in  like  cases  as 
natural  persons. 

4.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  t^  pass  any  act  granting 
any  special  charter  for  banking  purposes :  but  corporations  or  asso- 
jeiations  may  be  formed  for  such  purposes  under  general  laws. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  la\^  sanction- 
ing in  any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  suspension  of  specie 
.payments,  by  ai»y  person,  association  or  corporation  issuing  bank 
notes  of  any  description. 

6.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  registry  of  all 
bills  or  notes,  issued  or  put  in  circulation  as  money,  and  shall  reiiuire 
ample  secnrity  for  the  redemption  of  the  same  in  specie. 

7.  The  stockholders  in  every  corporation  and  joint-stock  associa- 
tion for  banking  purposes,  issuing  bank  notes,  or  any  kind  of  paper 
credits  to  circulate  as  money,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  shall  be  individually  responsible 
to  the  amount  of  tlurir  respective  shani  or  shares  of  stock  in  any 
such  corporation  or  association,  for  all  its  debts  and  liabilities  of 
everv  kind.  contract(?d  after  the  said  first  dav  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

8.  In  case  of  the  insolvency  of  any  bank  or  banking  association. 
the  bill-holders  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  preference  in  payment, 
over  all  other  creditors  of  such  bank  or  asscKjiation. 

9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  the  organ- 
iiation  of  cities  and  incorporated  villages,  and  to  restriet  their  power 
of  taxation,  assessment,  borrowing  money,  contracting  debts  and 
loaning  their  credit,  so  as  to  j)n?v<Mit  abuses  in  assessments,  ami  in 
contracting  debt  by  such  municipal  corporations. 

ARTICLE  IX 

Sec.  1.  The  capital  of  the  common  school  fund:  the  capital  of 
the  literature  fund.and  the  capital  of  the  I'nit<;d  States  deposit  fund. 
shall  be  respcretivcly  preserved  inviolate.  The  revenue  of  the  said 
common  school  fund  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  (»f  common 
schools:  the  revenues  of  the  said  literature  fund  shall  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  academies,  and  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  deposit  fund  shall  each 
year  bo  appropriated  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  said 
common  school  fund. 

AllTICLE  X. 
Skc.  1.  SluTifFs,  clerks  of  counties,  including  the  register  and 
clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,  coroners,  and  district  at- 
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lorncyH.  flhall  Iw  clioscu,  by  the  electors  of  the  respective  cnuntte^ 
ADCC  in  every  tliree  yniTS  uad  ns  ofteu  u^  Tacancieii  shall  happen 
Shcriffn  nhall  Iiold  no  other  office,  and  be  ineligible  for  the  imxC 
Ihrce  years  after  the  tunuiimtioii  of  tlieir  office's.  They  may  be  re- 
iniiKiI  by  law,  to  reuew  their  ws-urity,  from  time  to  time  ;  ami  in 
il(!fuutt  of  Ririiig  !>ueh  new  KneuTity,  their  oiTicos  Hhull  bo  iIcoiikxI 
vawiiit.  Hut  the  county  i^liall  never  ho  made  resjiousiblo  for  tlic 
m^tii  of  tliu  fihiTiff. 

The  fiovemor  may  remove  any  officer,  in  tills  Mcetion  iiittii  tinned, 
within  the  torn)  for  whieh  he  ^ihall  huvc  K-en  eletf-ed  :  giviiij;  t-n  siueh 
(ifficcr  a  eopy  of  the  L-Uai^cs  against  him,  :iud  an  opportauity  of 
being  heard  in  hiK  defence. 

i.  All  ominty  officers  wlnM^e  elcctimi  iir  appointment  is  not  pro- 
vided (l>r  hy  this  t'onctitutiun.  sliall  Im;  eleeteii  by  the  electors  of 
tJifl  rctpcetiTi!  counties,  or  iii)p"itnted  by  the  Ixiurda  of  suporvij<nr.*. 
or  other  county  authiiritie^,  UH  the  Lcfflslature  xhall  direct.  All 
eity.  town  ami  rillR(!C  officers,  whoM!  elcctinu  or  appoint  men  t  ix  not 
provided  for  by  this  t'ousititution.  skill  )>c  etceteil  by  the  clccttiirN 
of  such  eiticR.  towns  nn<t  villages,  or  of  :iorne  JiviKioii  tht>reof,  or  itp- 
pointiid  by  Bueli  authorities  tliereof.  as  the  Ijefiiskliiro  ^hall  de.*!;:- 
nate  fir  lliat  purpose.  .\11  other  ofKeerM  wlio-^e  electifm  or  appoint- 
ment is  uot  prciviiled  for  hy  tliiis  Cunstitnlion.  nnd  ull  olGijerM  who.-,- 
(tffired  mny  hereafter  Ix;  created  by  law,  shall  be  elei^tod    l-v    ili.t 

iiration  of  any  olSf-e  is  mit  provided  by  t!»i«  (Vm- 
stitntion.  it  may  lie  di^lannl  by  law,  and  jf  not  *■"  declared,  suoh  office 
shall  he  held  ilurinf.'  tlie  pleasure  of  the  authority  making  the  ap- 
)>oiittmcnt 

■1.  Tlie  time  of  eli-eting  all  n^tvTH  named  in  this  article  shall  Tw 
proscribed  by  law. 

".  The  Legialntnre  shall  provide  for  fillin 
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ARTICLE    XI. 

Sec.  1.  Th(^  militia  of  this  State  «hall.  at  all  time.**  hcriMftcr,  lie 
armed  and  disciplined,  and  in  readiness  for  .service ;  but  all  .«<ueli  in- 
habit^nt.s  of  tlii.s  State,  of  any  religious  denoniinatitm  whatever,  as 
from  scruples  of  con.science  may  be  averse  to  bearin«5  arms,  sliall  be 
excused  therefrom,  upon  siieli  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribiil  by 
]aw. 

2.  Militia  officers  shall  be  eho.sen  or  appointed  as  fidlows: — cap- 
tains, sabalt<;rns  and  non-commissioned  officers  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  written  vc^tes  of  the  members  of  their  ropeclive  companies. 
Field  officers  of  re«riments  ami  separate  battalions,  by  the  written 
vot4J8  of  the  commis.-jioncd  officers  of  the  re.*j»e«!tive  re^inient.s  and 
.separate  battalions :  bri^^ailier-^enerals  and  bri«r:i<le  inspi-ctors.  by 
the  field  officer.**  of  tliiir  respective  brigades;  major-;renerals.  briga- 
•lier-gencrals  and  etuumanding  officers  of  regiments  or  .-ieparate  Iwit- 
tulions.  shall  appoint  the  «taff  officers  to  their  respective  divisions. 
brigades,  regiments  or  .separate  l^attalitms. 

3.  The  (lovcrnor  shall  nominate,  and  with  the  consent  of  tho 
Senate  appoint,  all  major-generals  and  the  commissary -general. 
The  adjutant-general  and  other  chiefs  of  .•^taff  departments,  and  the 
nid.s-de-camp  of  the  commander-in-chief,  shall  be  appcunted  by  the 
ijovcrnor,  and  their  commissions  shall  expire  with  the  time  for  wliich 
the  Governor  shall  have  been  elected.  Tlie  commis.sary-gtmeral 
shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years.  He  shall  give  si-curity  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  such  manner  and 
umoant  as  shall  be  pre.s<:ribed  by  law. 

4:  The  Legislature  shall,  by  law,  direct  the  time  and  manner  of 
tfflectiug  militia  officers,  and  of  certifying  their  elections  to  the 
^rmrernor. 

5.  The  commissi<nie<l  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  eommi.ssioned 
liy  the  Governor :  and  no  <-ommis.sicmed  officer  shall  bi^  removed  fnmi 
office.  unle.**s  by  the  Senate  on  the  recommendation  of  th«'  Governor, 
•stating  the  grounds  on  which  such  removal  is  recommended,  or  by 
the  decision  of  a  court  martial.  ])ur.suant  to  law.  Tin?  present 
iiffieers  of  the  militia  shall  hold  their  eommis»iijins  subjeet  to  remo- 
val, as  before  provided. 

iV  In  ca^JC  fho  mode  of  election  and  appointment  of  militia  tifficers 
bctcby  directed,  shall  not  be  tound  conducive  to  the  impr«»V(.'ment 
of  the  militia,  the  Legislature  nniy  abolish  the  same,  and  provide  by 
law  for  their  appointment  and  removal,  if  two-thirds  of  the  niem- 
iKjrs  present  in  each  lumst?  shall  concur  therein. 

AllTKUiK   XII. 

Si:c.  1.  Members  of  the  Legislature  and  all  officers,  executiv•^ 
and  judicial,  except  such  inf«;rior  officers  as  may  Iw  by  law  exempted, 
!«balf,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take 
and  subscrilic  the  following  oath  or  affirmation : 
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"  I  do  Bolemiily  pwcnr  (or  airinn,  us  the  case  nmv  bo)  that  I  will 
support  the  CuiiMtitutimi  of  tlic  IJnitcil  .StutoH.  and  tlic  (^oostitutioi) 
of  the  State  of  New-York  ;  and  that  T  will  fiiitlifullj-  diacharKc  tlic 
dutiefl  of  tlie  office  iif  accortling  to  tlic  liost  of  iiiy  ability," 

And  no  oilier  oatli.  dcekrntimi.  or  tctit^tuill  b(;  required  lutaquidi- 
finitiiin  for  niiy  office  or  puLlic  trust, 

AKTICLK  XIII. 
(^nr;.  1.  Any  amctidmrnt  or  nmoiidnicnta  to  tKis  Gotistitution  mar 


1>e  propoRcd  in  tbe  f^cnnto  nnd  Asaeinbty ;  und  if  the  i>ame  shall  k« 
a^eed  fn  bv  a  majority  ef  the  nicinbcn  elected  to  each  of  the  two 
liouiKW,  sucfi  proposed  amcudmcnt  or  mncndinents  shall  be  entered 
nil  thMr  journals  vith  tbo  yens  and  nayti  taken  titercon,  and  referred 
to  the  Legislature  to  he  chosen  at  the  uoxt  general  election  of  Scu- 
fttors.  and  Hhall  lie  publishod  for  three  nionthy  prcrious  to  the  time 
of  making  nuch  choice;  and  if  in  the  Legislature  eu  next  elioscn,  ae 
ufbresaid,  kdcIi  propo.wd  auicudinent  or  amendments  shall  be  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  all  the  raembcrri  elected  to  each  liousc,  then  it 
idiall  be  tliu  duty  of  tlic  Logislatui'c  to  snbmit  sueb  proponod  amend- 
ment or  aniendtnentx  to  the  people,  in  sncli  manner  and  at  rucIi  tini<- 
ni  the  Legislature  t^hall  prcecribi^ ;  and  if  the  people  ahall  approw 
and  ratify  fiidi  amendment  or  amendments,  by  a  majority  of  tbc 
elcctoFM  qualified  to  vote  fur  members  of  the  Legislature,  voting 
tliereon,  sueb  auiendmcnt  oi-  amriiduieiits  sball  lioeome  part  of  tlie 
Coni^titution. 

a.  At  tbu  general  election  to  1h'  hcbl  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
nnd  sixty-six.  and  in  each  twentieth  year  thereafter,  :iud  also  at  such 
time  as  the  Legislature  mny  by  law  pi-ovide,  the  question,  -'  Shall 
there  be  a  ConTeutiou  to  rt^Tisc  Ihe  Con^titntinn.  and  amenil  tbi- 
—  eV  shall  be  decided  by  the  electors  qualified  t 
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and  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  in  office  when  this  Con- 
stitution shall  take  effect,  shall  hold  their  respective  olTiees  until  and 
including  the  thirty-first  day  of  J)ecembcr  of  that  year. 

3.  The  Secrotiiry  of  State,  OomptroUur,  Treasurer,  Attorney- 
General,  District-Attorney,  Surveyor-General,  canal  commissiouerK. 
and  inspectors  of  State  prisons,  in  office  when  this  Constitution  shall 
take  effect,  sliall  hold  their  respective  offices  nntil  and  including  the 
thirty  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  and  no  longer. 

4.  The  first  election  of  judges  and  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  county  judges,  shall  take  place 
at  such  time  between  the  first  Tucsdav  of  April  and  the  second 
Tuesday  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  said  courts  shall  respectively  enter 
upon  their  duties  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  next  thereafter ; 
but  the  term  of  office  of  said  judges,  clerk  and  justices,  as  declared 
by  this  Constitution,  shall  be  deemed  to  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

5.  On  the  first  Monday  of  July,  one  thou.sand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  jurisdiction  of  all  suits  and  proceedings  then  pending  in 
the  present  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Chancery,  and  all  suits  and 
proceedings  originally  commenced  and  then  pending  in  any  court  nf 
common  pleas,  (except  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York,)  shall  be- 
<*omc  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court  hereby  established.  Proceedings 
pending  in  courts  of  common  pleas  and  in  suits  originally  commenced 
in  justices'  courts,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  county  courts  provided 
for  in  this  Constitution,  in  such  manner  and  form  and  under  .such  rcgu- 
la^on  as  shall  be  provided  by  law.  The  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer 
hereby  established,  shall,  in  their  respective  counties,  have  jurisdic- 
tion, on  and  after  the  day  last  mentioned,  of  all  indictments  and 
proceedings  then  pending  in  the  present  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
and  also  of  all  indictments  and  proceedings  then  pending  in  tho 
present  courts  of  general  sessicms  of  the  peace,  except  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  except  in  cases  of  which  the  courts  of  sessions  li(»re- 
by  established  may  lawfully  take  cognizance ;  and  of  such  indict- 
ments and  proceedings  the  courts  of  sessions  hereby  established  shall 
have  jurisdiction  on  and  after  th^day  last  miintioned. 

6.  The  Chancellor  and  the  prAent  Supreme  Court  shall,  respect- 
ively, have  power  to  hear  and  determine  any  of  such  suits  and  pro- 
ceedings ready  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  for  hearing  or  decision,  and  shall,  for  their 
services  therein,  be  entitled  to  their  present  rates  of  compensaticm 
until  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  or  until  all  such  suits  and  proceedings  shall  be  sooner  heard 
and  determined.  Masters  in  chancery  may  continue  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  their  office  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  so  long  as  the 
Chancellor  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution. 
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And  the  Supreme  Court  hcrebv  established  shall  also  have  power 
to  hear  aud  dolenuiue  sueh  of  said  suits  and  prococdinge  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

7.  In  case  auj'  vacnacy  tihall  oeeur  in  the  office  of  Chancellor  or 
justice  of  tlie  present  Supreme  Court,  previously-  to  tho  firat  day  of 
July.  OHO  thouKaud  eight  liundred  aud  forty-cight,  the  GoTcmor 
may  uoQitnatc,  and  liy  and  with  the  adriee  and  consent  of  the  Scn- 
fllo.  appoint  a  pi'uper  person  to  fill  siieh  vacancy.  Any  judge  of 
the  Cimrt  of  Appeak  or  justice  of  the  Supreme  Conrt.  elected  under 
thiN  C'unstitutiun,  uiay  receive  and  liold  eueh  appointment. 

8.  The  offices  of  Clianccltor,  justice  of  the  csifltiug  Supreme 
<^oiirt.  cireutt  judge,  vice-chancellor,  assistant  Tice-cbaucellor.  judge 
of  tlic  existing  cuuaty  courts  of  each  county,  Supreme  Court  com- 
niissiiiuer,  msister  in  rluneery.  examiner  in  chancery,  and  surrogate, 
(GX<vpt  as  herein  otliervii^c  provided,)  arc  abolished  from  and  after 
the  lirst  Monday  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  (1S47.) 

'■'.  The  Chancellor,  the  justices  of  the  present  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  circuit  judges,  are  licreby  declared  to  he  severally  eligible  to  any 
office  at  the  fir»t  election  under  this  Constitution. 

10.  HLeriffs,  elcrlts  of  counties  (indudiug  tho  register  and  clerk 
of  the  city  aifd  county  of  XcH-Yorl:)  and  iastices  of  the  pence,  and 
coroners,  in  iifliee  when  tlii.s  Constitution  shall  take  efft*t,  shall  Iwld 
their  respective  offices  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
they  were  respectively  elected, 

li.  Jiulieial  officers  in  office  when  this  Constitution  eliall  take 
effect,  may  continue  to  receive  such  fees  and  periiuisitct)  of  office  u 
are  now  authorized  by  law,  until  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  notwithstanding  the  provlsious  of 
ixlh  article  iif  this  Cunstitutiou. 


the  twentieth  section  of  tJie  j 


NEW  JERSEY. 


Iflnr  JiMiT  WBB  nettled  br  the  Dutch  from  New  York,  sb  early  ai  .... 
The  first  settlemeat  won  at  Bergen.  In  16ST  a  colony  of  Swedes  and  Fitu 
located  themselves  no  the  Delaware.  This  Slale  waa  indudrd  in  the  grant 
«f  New  York  from  Charle«  11.  to  the  Duke  of  York.  In  iOGl  the  Dnlte  made 
a  put  of  New  Jersey  to  Lord  Berklejr  and  Sir  Georj^  Carterel.  They,  ^ 
an  •gieemeDl  with  the  people,  estAbtiHlied  a  pmvineiul  iru'ernment  in  IfiiB. 
The  Patch  subdaed  the  coantry  in  1GT%  but  resiguPd  it  by  ticaly  in  1674. 
To  BToid  Mty  difflcnlly  in  rererence  to  tii]<»,  the  Duke  of  York  look  oul  a  new 
patent,  and  dirided  the  prorince  into  Bart  niid  W?st  Jcrscr,  West  Jersey 
waaaMgnedto  the  heln  of  Lord  Berkley,  and  Kasi  Jersey  to' Sir  George  Car- 
uret.  la  l(m  the  whole  territory  was  purcha.'wl  by  a  company  of  English 
eminwita.  They  located  at  Salem,  and  TarTiinl  the  Tirst  Enjcliah  settlement 
in  this  Stale.  At  Icnf^h  much  diHoatisfaclion  arose  in  regard  to  titles,  which 
created  great  confusion— in  consenuencc  ftf  which  [he  appoinlmnnl  of  Gover- 
nor waa  rendered  very  dilBcull.  11  was  carried  so  far,  that  in  1702  the  pro- 
prieloi*  surrendered  Uic  government  to  the  Elnglish  crown.  This  wan  accept- 
ed by  anecD  Anne,  who  eslalilished  a  royal  aoTemmenl,  which  continiied 
until  the  Revolution  of  1776.  .Some  of  the  hardest  battles  of  the  Revoiation- 
aiy  war  \tere  fought  in  this  Stale.  The  first  Constiluiion  was  adnpicd  bj- 
New  Jersey  as  a  colony,  in  177G,  This  remained  unaltered  until  ltJ44,  whoi 
the  present  Coostilution  was  agreed  upon  as  a  eulnlituie 

J^ea,  8,330  >q.  m.    Popnlation,  IS40,  373,306. 
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In  Ctmeentitm,  begun  al  Tivnlon,  on  l/tr.  foartrnitk  day  Oj 

eoniimted  to  the  tieenly-niiilh  dai/  tif  June,  in  thr  year  > 

me  l]umsand  eight  hvidreit  andforly-foar : 

We,  the  pco[>lo  of  the  State  of  Ncw-Jcraey,  grateful  t> 

God  for  tlie  civil  antl  religions  liberty  wliich  he  Iiath  w 

mitted  us  to  enjoy,  and  looking  to  liim  for  a  blessing  u 

doaTora  to  secnra  and  traiiEUiit  the  sutne  unimpaired  to 

genentionB,  do  ordun  and  establish  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE    \.— nights  and  Pncilr^^s. 

Sec.  1.  All  men  are  by  nature  free  and  iDdcpendcnl 
certain  natural  and  inalienable  rights,  'among  wiiich  are 
joying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  ac<juiring,  posseSHii 
tecting  property,  and  of  pursuing  and  obtaining  safety  and 

%  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people. 

Government  is  instituted  for  the  protection,  security,  \ 
of  tbc  people,  and  tliey  have  the  right  at  all  times  to  altu 
the  same,  whenever  the  public  good  may  require  it. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  the  inestimable  |: 
worshiping  Almighty  God  in  a  manner  agreeably  to  t 
of  bis  own  conscience:  nor  under  any  pretence  whatcr 
polled  to  attend  any  place  of  worship  contrary  to  bis  faitt 
ment ;  nor  shall  any  person  bo  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  tax> 
rates,  for  building  or  repairing  any  church  or  churchi 
places  of  worship,  or  for  the  maiutenaucc  of  any  miniiiti 
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7.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remaiu  inviolate :  bat  the 

Legislature  may  authorize  the  trial  of  civil  suits,  when  the  matter 

in  dispute  docs  not  exceed  fifty  dollars,  by  a  jury  of  six  men. 

^^^  8.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  have  the  right 

r^T»  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury ;   to  be  in- 

C^%jrmed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confronted 

^T^irnE  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  ob- 

^^  tuning  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel 

in  his  defense. 

9.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  offense,  un- 
less on  the  presentment  of  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  or  in  cases  cognizable  by  justices  of  the 
peace,  or  arising  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  ac- 
tual service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

10.  No  person  shall,  after  acquittal,  be  tried  for  the  same  offence. 
All  persons  shall,  before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  suf&cient  sure- 
ties, except  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  pre- 
sumption great. 

1 1 .  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless,  in  case  of  Rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
may  require  it. 

1*2.  The  military  shall  be  in  strict  8ubK)rdination  to  the  civil 
power. 

13.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  except  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

]  4.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testi- 
mdhy  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in 
open  court 

15.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  excessive  fines  shall 
not  be  imposed,  and  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  shall  not  bo  in- 
flicted. 

16.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
inst  compensation,  but  land  may  be  taken  for  public  highways  as 
heretofore,  until  the  Legislature  shall  direct  compensation  to  be 
made 

17.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  any  action,  or  on 
any  judgment  founded  upon  contract,  unless  in  cases  of  fraud ;  nor 
sludl  any  person  be  imprisoned  for  a  militia  fine  in  time  of  peace. 

18.  The  people  have  a  right  freely  to  assemble  together,  to  con- 
sult for  the  common  good,  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their 
representatives,  and  to  petition  for  redress  of  grievances. 

19.  This  enumeration  of  rights  and  privileges  shall  not  be  con- 
Btmed  to  impair  or  deny  others  retained  by  the  people. 
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ARTICLE    11— Right  ^  Sufrage. 

1.  Evpry  white  male  citizen  of  the  ITuitcd  Stat«fl,  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  ycnr»(,  whu  shall  Iiuvc  bvcD  u  reBidcnt  of  this  State  one 
year,  and  of  the  county  in  which  he  claims  hie  vote  five  montha,  . 
next  before  the  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  all  officers  tlwt 
now  are,  or  hereafter  muy  be,  elective  by  the  people ;  prorided,  that 
no  person  in  the  military,  naval,  or  marine  service  of  the  United 
ijtates  »hall  bo  coDsidcred  &  resident  in  this  State,  by  bcinff  stationed 
in  any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military,  or  naval  placo  or  station  within 
the  State ;  and  no  pauper,  idiot,  iuMano  person,  or  person  convictc<] 
of  a  crime  which  now  excludes  him  from  being  a  witaesa,  nulem 
pardoned  and  restored  by  law  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  shall  enjoy 
the  right  of  an  elector. 

•i.  The  Legislature  may  pass  laws  to  deprive  persons  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  who  flball  be  convicted  of  bribery  at  elections. 

ARTICLE  lll—DistfilnUioa.  of  the  Povxrt  of  Got^mmtnt. 
The  powers  of  the  Government  shall  be  divided  into  three  di»- 
tinet  departments — the;  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial ;  and  no 
person  or  persons  belonging  to,  or  constituting  one  of  these  depart- 
ments, shall  exercise  any  of  the  powers  properly  belonging  to  either 
of  the  others,  except  as  herein  expressly  provided. 

AUTICLE   lY.— legislative. 

8kp.  I— 1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Senate  and  General  Assembly. 

'2.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Senate  who  shall  not  have 
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2.  As  soon  as  tLc  Souate  shall  meet  after  the  first  election  to  bo 
held  in  pur»nanco  of  this  Constitution,  they  shall  be  divided  as  e(|ual- 
ly  as  may  bo  hito  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  :  of  the 
second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year ;  and  of  the  third 
'  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year ;  so  that  one  class  may  be 
elected  every  year :  and  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resignation  or  other- 
wise, the  persons  elected  to  supply  such  vacancies  shall  be  elected 
for  the  unexpired  terms  only. 

Sec.  III. — 1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  be  composed  of  mem- 
bors  annually  elected  by  the  legal  voters  of  the  counties  respectively . 
wiio  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  said  counties  as  nearly  as  may 
be  according  to  the  number  of  their  inhabitants.  The  present  ap- 
portionment shall  continue  until  the  next  census  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  been  taken,  and  an  apportionment  of  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  be  made  by  the  Legislature  at  its  first 
session  after  the  next  and  every  subseijuent  enumeration  or  census, 
and  when  made,  shall  remain  unaltered  until  another  enumeration 
.shall  have  (>een  taken  ;  provided,  that  each  county  shall  at  all  times 
be  entitled  to  one  member :  and  the  whole  number  of  members  shall 
never  exceed  sixty.  , 

Skc.  IV. — 1.  Each  liouse  shall  direct  writs  of  election  for  supply- 
ing vacancies,  occasioned  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise  ;  but  if 
no  vacancies  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  the  writs 
may  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  under  such  regulations  as  may  bo 
prescribed  by  law. 

2.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day;  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties  as 
each  house  may  provide. 

8.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  determine  the  rulj^ 
of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  membors  for  disorderly  behaviour,  anV 
with  toe  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  may  expel  a  member. 

4.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from 
time  to  time  publish  the  same  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  ntom- 
bers  of  cither  house  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth- 
of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

5.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be 
sitting.  * 

6.  All  bills  and  joint  resolutions  shall  be  read  three  times  in  each 
house,  before  the  final  passage  thereof;  and  no  bill  or  joint  resolution 
fihall  pass,  unless  there  be  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  each  body 
personally  present,  and  agreeing  thereto ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of 
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the  members  voting  on  Buch  final  paesagc  shall  be  outercd  oa  tlie 
jourual. 

7.  Members  of  tlits  Senate  and  General  Assembly  ulialt  receive  b 
<»)mpcuiatiou  for  their  scrviees.  to  be  ascertained  b;  law,  and  paid 
nut  of  the  trea^uTj-  of  tho  State ;  which  compeusatiou  aball  not  cx- 
c-eed  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  for  the  period  of  forty  daj^i 
from  tho  commencement  of  tho  scsriion  |  and  shall  not  exceed  the 
Rum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day  for  tlio  remainder  of  tlie 
session.  When  couTeucd  io  extra  se^jsion  by  the  Governor,  they 
Khali  reeeive  such  sum  ua  shall  be  fixed  for  the  firnt  forty  dayn  of  the 
ordinary  sosaion.  They  shall  also  receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for 
f'vory  ten  miles  they  eball  travel,  in  going  to  and  returnine  from 
their  place  of  mcotiug,  on  the  most  usuiil  route.  Tho  President  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  Speuker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  shall,  in 
virtne  of  their  offices,  receive  an  additional  compensation,  equal  to 
onc-lhird  of  their  per  dioni  allowance  as  members. 

8.  Meiuborit  of  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  ahall,  in  all 
caaea  except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  sitting  of  their  respectiTe 
houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same  :  and  for  any 
Kpcccb  or  debate,  in  ei,thcr  house,  they  shall  not  be  qaostjonod  iu 
any  otjicr  place. 

Seo.  V. — 1 .  No  member  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly  shall 
(luring  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  nominated  or  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  or  by  tlie  Legislature  in  joint  meeting,  to  any  civil 
otiico  under  the  authority  in  tbiii  State,  which  shall  have  Men  created 
or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  Ixien  increased,  durinir  auab 
time. 

ti.  If  any  member  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly  shull  be 
elected  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Itoi 
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3.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not  be  directly  or  indirectly 
loaned  in  any  case. 

4.  The  Legislature  shall  not,  in  any  manner,  create  any  debt  or 
debts,  liability  or  liabilities,  of  the  State,  which  shall  singly,  or  in 
the  aggregate  with  any  previous  debt«  or  liabilities,  at  any  time  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  except  for  purposes  of  war,  or 
to  repel  invasion,  or  to  suppress  insurrection,  unless  the  same  shall 
l»c  authorized  by  a  law  for  some  single  object  or  work,  to  be  dip 
tiuctly  specified  therein  ;  which  law  shall  provide  the  ways  and 
means,  exclusive  of  loans,  to  pay  the  interest  of  such  debt  or  liability 
as  it  falls  due,  and  also,  to  pay  and  discharge  the  principal  of  such 
debt  or  liability  within  thirty-five  years  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
tracting thereof,  and  shall  be  irrepealable  until  such  debt  or  lia- 
bility, and  the  interest  thereon,  are  fully  paid  and  discharged  ;  and 
no  such  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall,  at  a  general  election,  have 
been  submitted  to  tl)e  people,  and  have  received  the  sanction  of  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  and  against  it  at  such  election  ; 
and  all  money  to  be  raised  by  the  authority  of  such  law  shall  be  ap- 
plied only  to  the  specific  object  stated  therein,  and  to  the  payment 
of  the  debt  thereby  created.  This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to 
refer  to  any  money  that  has  been,  or  may  be  deposited  with  this 
State  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  VII. — 1.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the  Legislature. 

2.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by  this  State :  and  no  tickets  in 
any  lottery  not  authorized  by  a  law  of  this  State,  shall  be  bought  or 
sold  within  the  State. 

3.  The  Legislature  shall  not  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post 
facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  depriving 
a  party  of  any  remedy  for  enforcing  a  contract,  which  existed  when 
the  contract  was  made.  ^ 

4.  To  avoid  improper  influences  which  may  result  from  intermix- 
ing in  one  and  the  same  act,  such  things  tui  have  no  proper  relation 
to  each  other,  every  law  shall  embrace  but  one  object,  and  that  shall 
bo  expressed  in  the  title. 

5.  The  laws  of  this  State  shall  begin  in  the  following  style :  ''  Be 
it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey." 

6.  The  fund  for  the  support  of  free  schools,  and  all  money,  stock, 
and  other  property,  whicn  may  hereafter  be  appropriated  for  that 

Earpose,  or  ^ceived  into  the  treasury  under  the  provision  of  any 
kw  heretofore  passed  to  augment  the  said  fund,  shall  Ix*  socurely 
invested,  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund ;  and  the  income  thereof, 
except  so  much  as  it  may  be  judged  expedient  to  apply  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  capital,  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  public  schools,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  State ; 
*  and  it  shall  not  be  oompetent  for  the  Legislature  to  borrow,  appro- 
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priatc,  or  usu  the  eaid  Tumi,  or  any  piirt  tlixruof.  for  ony  other  pur- 
pose,  under  iiny  prctuQuc  whatever, 

7.  No  privato  or  special  ];iw  Bliall  be  pa^seil,  uutborizing  the  sale 
iif  any  lunda  belonging  in  wliolc  or  in  part  to  u  lumor  or  minors,  or 
other  persona  who  nay  ut  the  time  be  unJor  any  legiU  disability  to 
act  for  themsclvcB.  * 

8.  The  assent  of  tlirec-fiftlis  of  the  meniberti  cicuted  to  each  hoiue 
Hhall  bo  requisite  to  the  passage  of  every  kw  for  grnutiog,  coiitiau- 
ing,  altering,  amending,  or  renewing  t^hartcm  for  banks,  or  money 
i-orporations :  and  all  euch  eharters  shall  be  limited  to  a  term  not 
exceeding  twenty  years. 

9.  Individoalj),  or  private  corporations,  shall  not  be  authorized  to 
take  private  property  for  public  use,  without  just  eoinpcnsation  firut 
made  to  the  owners. 

10.  The  Legislature  may  vest  in  the  circuit  courts,  or  courts  <rf 
uommon  pleas,  within  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  chanccrr 
powers,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages,  and  sale  of 
mortgaged  premises. 

Sec.  VIII,— 1,  Members  of  the  Legislature  shall,  -  before  they 
enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take  and  subsoribc  the 
following  outh  or  affirmation  : 

■'  I  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  bc,^  that  I  will 
support  the  (.'onstitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  Couatitution 
..f  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the 
ilutics  of  si'natnr  {or  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  the  case 
may  bo.)  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability." 

And  members  elect  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assombly,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  admiDister  to  each  other  the  said  oath  or 
affinnatioD. 
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office  shall  be  made  by  the  Goyernor  duriDg  the  last  week  of  his 
wd  term. 

4.  The  Govcruor  shall  not  bo  less  than  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
shall  have  been,  for  twenty  years,  at  least,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  resident  of  this  State  seven  years  next  before  his  elec- 
tion, unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  during  that  time,  on  the  public 
business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State. 

5.  The  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
compensation  which  shall  be  neither  increased  nor  diminished  during 
the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

0.  He  shall  be  the  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  military  and 
naval  forces  of  the  State ;  he  shall  have  power  to  convene  the  Legis- 
lature, whenever,  in  his  opinion,  public  necessity  requires  it ;  he 
shall  communicate,  by  message,  to  tiie  Legislature  at  the  opening  of 
each  session,  and  at  such  other  times  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 
the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  expedient ;  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  grant,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  commissions  to 
all  such  officers  as  shall  be  required  to  be  commissioned. 

•7,"  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  pre- 
Hcrfted  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not. 
he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  orignated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their 
journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it ;  if.  after  such  re-consideration. 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  hou.^e. 
by  whom  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  of  by  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law  ; 
but  in  neither  house  shall  the  vote  be  taken  on  the  same  day  on 
which  the  bill  shall  be  returned  to  it  *  and  in  all  such  cases  the 
votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  l>e  entered 
on  the  journal  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  Governor,  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted) 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law, 
in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Legislature  by  their 
adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

8.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  an  office  under 
the  United  States,  or  this  State,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  (Jov- 
emor ;  and  in  case  the  Governor,  or  person  administering  the  gov- 
ernment, shall  accept  any  office  under  the  United  States,  or  this 
State,  his  office  of  Governor  shall  tljereupon  Ije  vacant. 

9.  The  Governor,  or  per.son  administering  the  government,  shall 
have  power  to  suspend  the  collection  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  to 
crant  reprieves,  to  extend  until  tlie  expiration  of  a  time  not  exceed- 
ing ninety  d.iys  after  conviction ;  but  this  power  shall  not  extend  to 
cases  of  impeachment. 

10.  The  Governor,  or  person  administering  the  government,  the 
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Chnnccllor,  ami  tlic  pik  judges  of  tlio  Coiirt  of  Errors  and  Appeals, 
or  a  Hiiijiir  piirt  of  tlitMii,  nf  whom  the  (iovoriior.  or  tile  person  sd- 
miuietcriiiir  tlic  ^tovorninuiit  fhall  bi<  mie,  may  rciuit  fines  and  far- 
fciturcn.  nud  grunt  pardona  ufler  conviction,  in  alt  cases  except 
iiDpcncIinivnt. 

II.  Till' GoTcrQrjr,  and  all  otlirr  civil  officers  under  tliU  State, 
ohnll  be  linUc  to  inipcaclLiiicnt  for  misdemeanor  in  office,  during 
tlioir  coutiniiance  in  nmt'e.  und  for  (wo  yOhTH  tLoreafter. 

I'i.  Incasuof  thu  deatli, rcNijniation. or  rcuiovnl  from  office  of  the 
Governor,  (ho  powitrs,  dutic!).  «nd  ciuoluments  of  the  office  shall  de- 
Tnlvcnp<iiithcPrc:4idrut  ufthuHoiiutc;  and  itica)<u  of  liis  dcitth.  resig- 
nation, or  removal,  llii-n  npon  the  Ppwiker  of  the  Ilou^e  of  Assemblv. 
fcr  tho  time  licin^.  until  nnnther  tJoveruor  slioll  W  clceled  aud  quali- 
fied :  hut  in  such  case,  another  fJovcrnor  shall  Iw  chosen  nt  the  uost 
election  for  iiicndHTs  of  th»!  Lef;iNlatnrc.  unices  dcutli.  resignation, 
or  removal  shall  ot-cur  within  thirty  days  immediately  preceding 
nich  iiust  election,  in  which  case  a  (ioventor  chall  lio  clioxeit  at  the 
MTtiud  succeeding  election  for  mciuhcrr:  of  the  Legislature.  Wlicn 
avaeaneyliapi»ens,dnriiip  thereccsnof  the  T.c^MitturCj.in  any  offiec 
whieh  is  to  Iv  filial  l.y  the  lioyenior  and  Senate,  or  by,  the  Xc^ls' 
turc  in  joint  uicetiu;;.  the  (lovirnur  kIjuU  till  such  Tucaney,  and'fte 
eumminsion  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Xiegi«- 
lature.uiileisaauwcKSiirMiall  lie  sooner  appointed:  when  r  vacaacT 
liBppciis  ill  the  oflice  of  clerk  or  fnirropnti'  <if  any  county,  tbc  GoT- 
ernor  shall  lill  siieh  vacancy,  and  the  connnissiou  shall  expire  n-hen 
a  KuceesHor  ih  <-lcctcd  and  qualified. 

i;i.  Tn  case  of  tin-  impeach nicnt  of  the  ficrtcrnor,  his  nbsence 
from  the  Statu,  or  iiiahilitr  to  disihurfre  the  duties  of  his  office,  the 
puwer-s  duticK,  and  cni'iluincnt»i  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon'  the 
President  of  the  Senate  ;  and  in  case  of  his  death,  resignation  or 
ivul,  then  upon  the  Spealier  of  the  npuBO  of  AssembK    " 
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lished  by  law ;  which  inferior  courts  the  Legislature  may  alter  or 
abolish,  as  the  public  good  shall  require. 

Sec.  II. —  1.  The  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  shall  consist  of 
the  Chancellor,  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  six  judces,  or 
a  major  part  of  them ;  which  judges  arc  to  be  appointed  for  six 
years. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  court  shall  first  assemble,  the  six 
judges  shall  arrange  themselves  in  such  manner  that  the  seat  of  one 
of  them  shall  be  vacated  every  year,  in  order  that  thereafter  one 
judge  may  be  annually  appointed. 

3.  Such'of  the  six  judges  as  shall  attend  the  court  shall  receive, 
respcotively,  a  per  diem  compensation,  to  be  provided  by  law. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  clerk  of  tliis  court. 

5.  When  an  appeal  from  an  order  or  decree  shall  be  heard,  the 
(Chancellor  shall  inform  the  court,  in  writing,  of  the  reasons  for  his 
order  or  decree  ;  but  he  shall  not  sit  as  a  member,  or  have  a  voice 

'in  the  hearing  or  final  sentence. 

d.  When  a  writ  of  error  shall  be  brought,  no  justice  who  has 
given  A  judicial  opinion  in  the  cause,  in  favor  of  or  against  any  error 
r:ompli)ined  of,  shall  sit  as  a  member,  or  have  a  voice  on  the  hearing, 
or  for  its  affirmance  or  reversal;  but  the  reasons  for  such  opinion 
vhill  be  assigned  to  the  court  in  writing. 

Sec.  III. — 1 .  The  House  of  Assembly  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  impeaching,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members ;  and  all 
impeaehmento  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate :  the  members,  when  sit- 
ting for  that  purpose,  to  be  on  oatli  or  affirmation  '*  truly  and  im- 
partially to  try  and  determine  tlie  cliarge  in  (jucstion  according  to 
evidence :"  and  no  person  .shall  bo  convicted  without  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

2.  Any  judicial  officer  impeached  shall  bo  suspended  from  exer- 
cising his  office  until  his  acquittal. 

3.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  farther 
than  to  removal  from  office  and  to  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy 
any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  under  this  State ;  but  the  party 
eonvicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  and  pun- 
ishment, according  to  law. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  the  clerk  of  this  court. 

Seo.  IV. — 1.  The  Court  of  Chancery  shall  consist  of  a  Chancellor. 

2.  The  Chancellor  shall  be  the  ordinary,  or  surrogate  general 
and  judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court 

3.  AU  persons  aggrieved  by  any  order,  sentence,  or  decree  of  tlie 
Orphans'  Court,  may  appeal  from  the  same,  or  from  any  part  there- 
of^ to  the  Prerogative  Court ;  but  such  order,  sentence,  or  decree  shall 
not  be  removed  into  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Circuit  Court,  if  the  sub- 
jeet  matter  thereof  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Orphans'  Court. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  the  register  of  the  Prerogative 
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Court,  nuil  riliall  perform  the  dutius  required  of  him  by  luir  in  th 

respect 

Hm:  V. — 1.  The  Supreme  Court  aliall  eoniiist  nf  a  chief  junti 
and  four  a!<.soumto  juMtice!».  Thv  nuiuber  of  associuto  justices  mi 
be  increased  or  dfcrcaned  by  luw.  but  elinll  never  be  lexs  tlinn  two. 

'J.  Tho  circuit  courtu  $]tnti  ho  held  iu  every  county  of  this  Stttl 
Iiv  one  or  tiiuri)  of  tho  justici;^  of  the  Supremo  Court,  or  a  jud;;c  a 
{luititod  for  thut  pnrpupi: ;  and  shnll  in  all  cuttes  wlthiu  the  uuunt 
except  in  those  of  a  criuiinul  natuK,  have  common  law  juriiidictiii 
™ni!urrcnt  with  thu  Supreme  Court ;  and  any  fiual  judgment  of 
Circuit  Court  may  he  docketed  in  the  Supreme  Coort,  and  sha 
operate  an  a  judgment  obtained  in  the  Supremo  Court,  from  tlic  tim 
of  Huch  doelccting, 

X  Kiual  judgmcntH  in  any  circuit  court  may  bo  brought,  fa; 
irrit  of  error,  into  the  Supreme  Court,  or  diroetly  into  tho  Court  i 
Krrora  aud  Appeals. 

Sec.  VI. — 1.  There  shall  be  no  more  than  five  judges  of  th.>  '— 
lior  coort  of  Common  Plean  in  each  of  (ho  counties  in  this  S — = 
after  the  terms  of  the  judges  of  said  court  now  in  office  shall  t^ 
nate.     One  judge  for  each  county  shall  be  appointod  every 
and  no  more,  except  to  fill  vacaucicji,  which  shall  he  tor  the  ■- 
pired  term  oaly. 

■2.  The  oonimisriions  for  the  first  appointments  of  judges  oF^t 
eourt,  shall  bear  date  and  take  ofToct  on  the  first  day  of  April  r 
and  all  Hubscqncut  commisRious  for  judges  of  said  court  shnllf  F 
date  and  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  April  in  every  succ»  ?> 
year,  except  eommiiiijions  to  fill  vaeanctes.  wtiich  shall  bear  dat'  :±  a 
take  effect  when  iiit«ued. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

Appointing  Power  and  Tenure  of  Office, — Militia  Officers. 

Sec.  1 .  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  enrolling,  organiz- 
^f^'Vlng,  and  arming  the  militia. 

'^^^    ^.  Captains,  subalterns,  and  non-commissioned  officers  shall  be 
^Rfced  by  the  members  of  their  respective  companies. 
'^'  Field  officers  of  regiments,  independent  battalions  and  squad- 
^  row'Uiall  be  elected  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  their  respective 
':  ^^ii^Af^\iA^^ot^ot  BC|uadrons. 
'«  ,.  "    4.  J6n§i^ikt^mbpi^  shall  be  elected  by  the  field  officers  <^ their 
resperavenBrigidjs^, 

'5.  Mijor-gcnenu^all  be  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and  ap- 
pointed by  him,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
^    6.  The  Leeislaturo  shall  provide,  by  law,  the  time  and  manner  of 
j^'-^^flectiiig  militia  officers,  and  of  certifying  their  elections  to  the  Qov- 
V^^i^nor,  who  shall  grant  their  commissions  and  determine  their  rank, 
when  not  determined  by  law ; — and  no  commissioned  officer  shall  be 
removed  from  office  but  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  pursuant 
to  law. 

7.  In  case  the  electors  of  subalterns,  captains,  or  field  officers, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  such  elections,  the  Governor  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  such  officers,  and  to  fill  all  vacancies  caused 
by  such  refusal  or  neglect. 

8.  Brigade  inspectors  shall  bo  chosen  by  the  field  officers  of  their 
respective  brigades. 

9.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  the  adjutant-general,  quartermas- 
ter-general, and  all  other  militia  officers  whose  appointment  is  not 
otherwise  provided  for  in  this  Constitution. 

10.  Major-generals,  brigadier-generals,  and  commanding  officers 
of  regiments,  independent  battalions,  and  squadrons,  shall  appoint 
the  staff  officers  of  their  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  independent 
battalions,  and  squadrons,  respectively. 

Civil  Officers. 

Sec.  II. — 1.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellor,  and  judges 
of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Governor,  and  appointed  by  him,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Chancellor,  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  shall,  at  stated  times,  re- 
ceive for  their  services  a  compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  the  term  of  their  appointments ;  and  they  shall  hold  no  other 
office  under  the  government  of  this  State,  or  the  United  States. 

2.  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall  be  appointed  by 
Senate  and  General  Assembly,  in  joint  meeting. 

They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  five  years :  but  when  appointed  to 
iQl  vacancies,  they  shall  hold  for  the  unexpired  term  only. 
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ant  to  the  provisioDB  of  this  Constitution,  except  when  herein  other- 
wise directed,  shall  commence  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  their  respec- 
tiye  commissions ;  but  no  commission  for  any  office  shall  bear  oate 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  incumbent  of  said  office 

ARTICLE  YIIL— General  Priwisions, 

1.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  ex-officio  an  auditor  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and.  as  such,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  assist 
the  Legislature  in  the  annual  examination  and  settlement  of  said 
accounts,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

2.^  The  seal  of  the  State  shall  be  kept  by  the  Governor  or  person 
administering  the  Government,  and  used  by  him  officially,  and  shall 
be  called  the  great  seal  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

3.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  tlie  State  of  New  Jersey,  sealed  with  the  great  .seal, 
signed  by  the  Governor,  or  person  administering  the  Grovernment, 
and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall  run  thus : 

"  The  State  of  Now  J  ersoy  to •,  greeting."    All  writs 

shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  State ;  and  all  indictments  shall  con- 
clude in  the  following  manner,  viz. :  ^'  against  the  peace  of  this  State, 
the  government  and  dignity  of  the  same." 

4.  This  Constitution  shall  take  effect  and  go  into  operation  on 
the  second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four. 

ARTICLE  lX.—Amndments. 

Any  specific  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  Constitution  may 
be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly,  and  if  the  same 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  of 
the  two  houses,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be 
entered  on  their  journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and 
referred  to  the  Legislature  then  next  to  be  chosen,  and  shall  be  pub- 
lished for  three  months  previous  to  making  such  choice,  in  at  least 
one  newspaper  of  each  county,  if  any  be  published  therein ;  and  if 
in  the  Legislature  next  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  then  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  submit  to  such  proposed  amendment  or 
amendments ;  or  such  of  them  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  as  afore- 
said by  the  two  Legislatures,  to  the  people,  in  such  manner  and  at 
such  time,  at  least  four  months  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature, as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe ;  and  if  the  people,  at  a 
special  election  to  be  held  for  that  purpose  only,  shall  approve  and 
ratify  such  amendment  or  amendments,  or  any  of  them,  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  memlNors  of  the  Legislature 
voting  thereon,  such  amendment  or  amendments,  so  approved  and 
ratified,  shall  become  part  of  the  Constitution ;  provided,  that  if  more 
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than  one  amerdineDt  be  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted  in  a^^^  ' 
manner  and  form  that  the  people  may  vote  for  or  against  e»ch  ura^^-^/'' 
ment  separately  and  distinctly;  hot  no  amendment  or  ajnendme^^^ 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  by  the  Legislature  oftener  t^^^" 
iiDce  in  five  years. 

ARTICLE  X.—SeAediilf. 

Tliat  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  tho  change  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State,  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  Into  complctf 
operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained,  that — 

1.  The  common  law  and  the  statute  laws  now  in  force,  not  re- 
pagnaut  to  this  Constitution,  shall  remain  in  force  until  they  expire 
hy  Uieir  own  limitation,  or  be  altered  or  repealed  by  the  Legislature  i 
and  all  writs,  actions,  causes  of  such  action,  prosecutions,  contracts. 
claims,  and  rights  of  individuals,  and  of  bodies  corporate,  and  of 
the  State,  and  all  charters  of  ineorpo  rat  ions,  shall  continue,  and  all 
indictments  which  shall  have  been  found,  or  which  may  licrcnfter  be 
Ebund,  Ibr  any  crime  or  offence  committed  before  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  may  be  proceeded  upon  as  if  no  change  hail  taken 
place.  The  several  courts  of  law  aod  equity,  except  as  herein  other- 
wise provided,  shall  continue  with  the  like  powers  and  jurisdiction 
as  if  this  Constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

2.  All  officers  now  filling  any  office  or  appoiutment,  shall  continne 
in  tlie  exercise  of  the  duties  thereof,  according  to  their  rcttpective 
commissions  or  appointments  unless  by  this  Constitution  it  is  oth- 
erwise directed. 

3.  The  present  Oovernor,  Chancellor,  and  Ordinary  or  Surrogate- 
(lencral,  and  Treasurer  of  this  State,  shall  coiitinui}  in    office  until 

---^Bsors   elected  nr  appointed  under  this  Constitution  shall   bo 
n  or  affirmed  into  office. 
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7.  The  election  of  clerks  and  surrogates  in  those  counties  where 
the. term  of  office  of  the  present  incumbent  shall  expire  previous  to 
the  general  election  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  shall  be  held 
at  the  general  election  next  cnsuins  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion ;  the  result  of  which  election  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  man- 
ner now  provided  by  law  for  the  election  of  sheriffs. 
^^  8.  The  elections  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four 

shall  take  place  as  now  provided  by  law. 

9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  fill  all  vacancies  in 
office  happening  between  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  and  the 
first  session  of  the  Senate,  and  not  otherwise  provided  for  ;  and  the 
commisBions  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate, or  when  a  successor  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  and  qualified. 

10.  The  restriction  of  the  pay  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  after 
forty  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  shall  not  be  ap- 
plied to  the  first  Legislature  convened  under  this  Constitution. 

1 1.  Clerks  of  counties  shall  be  clerks  of  the  inferior  courts  of 
«;ommon  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  the  several  counties,  and  per- 
form the  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  regulations  now  required  of 
them  by  law,  until  otherwise  ordained  by  the  Legislature. 

12.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 


A. 
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PEHHSTLviini  va»  fim  willed  by  the  Swedes  in  1638,  who  purchasoil  tl 


n  Iho  Delaware  river  fell  Inio  Ihclr  hands,  ami  fnr  several  veare  were  KubjM 
to  the  Govi-rnor  of  New  York.  In  16KI,  PimnKvlvaiiia  was  granliit  br 
Charlc?!  II.  tn  Willinili  Pctin,  a  iiiciiibfr  ufthe  Sncielv  of  rri[-liil.-<,  in  t^iinHi- 
deratiou  of  Ihc  w.-n-ii'c»  of  UH  tMliet  as  British  Adiniriil.  In  Ubfi,  Penn  liis- 
pgsea  of  >u>m<;  SO.OOU  acn'«  tu  a  eoiiijiany  of  Pricniix  for  £400  »torlinf{.  A 
rolony  uf  -200U  cam-  (irer  alniit  iliw  lime,  and  settled  in  Philadelpliia.  The 
State 'wa.-'  sovernfd  hv  deputies  annuitilol  \>y  the  proprietor!',  until  the  cum. 
mciicemenl  of  the  Itovoliilioiinrv  war.  Pi-nn  dieil  in  tTiti  li.'av'in;r  bin  iiite- 
TeMK  in  Penn!<ylvanla  a*  an  inlieritatii^  lu  his  ehililri-n.  Tk'ir  elaim  wn« 
ercntoallv  purehn-vil  l>y  tin-  c-oiiimnn wealth  for  £130,000  sierliit;^.  In  IT<H, 
Mbrou  andDixon'K  lititt  wnKdrami  to  iiiiiik  the  binindury  b(^tw(■en  thix  State 
Mid  Man'lnnd;  otiil.  in  li>i|.  Ibe  n»rlli-we»iem  |ii>rii<in  uf  this  Htato,  u-.n 
bein^  included  in  the  lurmer  pnreliHKe,  wiin  Uiiiiiht  of  the  Indian*.  The  fim 
Conntliution  was  ailoi>I'-d  in  ITTIS,  the  seeond  in  1^90,  and  the  preseni  one  in 
1838. 

Area,  46,000  sq.  m.    Pop.,  in  1840,  1,W1,0:B. 

Pliilodelpliia  ix  the  moot  impnnaiit  i^itv  in  Pennaylvaniii,  sad  next  to  New 
York  in  the  Union,  wllh  a  |<0|iiLlalii>n  of  230,123.  It  is  marked  for  its  re^ii- 
larity  and  licaiity.  I'his  citv  was  the  tUNit  ol'  the  General  (;uvi.'rnmi?nt  front 
ITTti  to  1600,  wben  it  waH  n-'inored  to  Washinifton.  Amoni;  iii>  many  initilir: 
tnildiiiRs  in  Ihs  old  Stale  lloiiw,  in  Chesniil  street,  eruvti-d  1^35.  la  thUi 
ConsreMi  sat  when  Indp|>eiid'.'n<-f  wat.  d<-c1nn-il,  and  here  the  ConveTilion  qk- 
iunUnl  that  I'riimed  tiu-  OunNtitntion  of  tin-  Unlti-d  8i3ie<i.  The  rnoiQ  in 
'  I  careliill^y  pri'^iTVL-J  an  it  wns.    The  oriiiinnl  liell,  east  iimii; 
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CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  People  of  the  commonireaUh  of  PejiJisylvania,  ordain  aiul 
establish  this  ConstitulioHfor  its  gover/inicrU. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Sec.'  I.  The  Legislative  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  Ix^ 
vested  in  a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepresentatives. 

'2.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each  county  respectively,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October. 

'i.  Xo  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  a  citicen  and  inhabitant 
of  the  State  thri'i;  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last 
year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  in  and  for  which  he  shall 
be  (Thosen  a  ropro.*tontative,  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the 
public  buHino.'^s  uf  the  United  Stntcs  or.of  this  State. 

1.  Within  three  yours  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  within  every  subseijucnt  term  of  seven  years,  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  representatives  shall  at  the 
several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the  Legis- 
lature, and  apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  seve- 
ral counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  : 
and  shall  never  be  less  than  sixty  nor  greater  than  one  hundred. 
Each  county  shall  have  at  least  one  representative,  but  no  county 
hereafter  created  shall  be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation  until  a 
sufficient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  contained  within  it 
to  entitle  them  to  one  representative,  agreeably  to  the  ratio  which 
shall  then  be  established. 

.'>.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  counties,  at  the  same  time,  in  t\w 
same  manner,  and  at  the  same  places  where  they  shall  vote  for  rep- 
resentatives. 

6.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making 
the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  and 
apportioned  among  the  districts  formed  as  hereinafter,  directed  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  ;  and  shall  never 
be  less  than  one-fourth,  nor  greater  than  ono-third  of  the  number 
of  representatives. 

7.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  districts,  to  be  formed  by  the 
Legislature ;  but  no  district  shall  be  so  formed  as  to  entitle  it  to  eUx't 
more  than  two  senators,  unless  tlie  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
in  any  city  or  county  shall,  at  any  time,  bo  such  as  to  entitle  it  to 
elect  more  than  two,  but  no  city  or  county  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
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17.  Noithcr  house  sliall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn 
for  more  thun  three  days,  nor  to  anj  other  place  than  that  in  which 
the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

IS.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a  compensation 
for  their  services  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasu- 
ry of  the  commonwealth.  They  shall  in  all  cases,  except  trea.«on. 
felony,  and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest 
during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  houses, 
and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  s;ime.  And  for  any  speech 
or  dolmte  in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place. 

10.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  oHice  under 
this  commonwealth  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
(if  which  shall  have  been  increa.sed  during  such  time ;  and  no  mem- 
ber of  Congress  or  other  person  holding  any  office,  (except  of  attor- 
ncy-at-law  and  in  the  militia)  under  the  United  States  or  this  com- 
monwealth, shall  be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  continu- 
ance in  Ocmgress  or  in  office. 

•20.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  speaker  shall 
issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

21.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  the  Senate  mav  propose  amendments  as  in  other 
bills. 

^2.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

23.  Every  bill  whicli  shall  have  passed  both  houses  shall  be  pre- 
isented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  he 
jihall  nol  approve,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  house 
in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at 
large  upon  their  journals,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after 
such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass 
the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  the  objections  to  the  other  house,  by 
which  likewise  it  shall  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds 
of  that  house,  it  shall  bo  a  law.  But  in  such  cases  the  votes  of 
both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  re- 
turned by  the  Governor  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it 
flfaall  have  been  presented  to  him,  it  shall  l;e  a  law  in  like  manner 
as  if  ho  had  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  ad- 
journment, prevented  its  return,  in  which  cAse  it  shall  be  a  law, 
unless  sent  back  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

24.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  conourrenec  of 
both  houses  may  be  necessary  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment) 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  before  it  shall  take  effect. 
be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved,  shall  be  repassed  by  iwo- 


3^' 


1 


■%* 


•^-r*.. 


HB 


thirds  of  both  houaes  aocording  to  tbe  rules  and  limitationa 
Boribed  in  case  of  h  bill, 

25.  Nu  corporate  bod;  shall  be  hereafter  created,  reuewed  c 
tended  with  banking  or  discounting  privileges,  without  six  mo 
preTiouE  public  notice  of  the  intended  application  for  the  su 
euoh  maDuer  as  shall  be  prescribed  bylaw.  Nor  shall  any 
ter  for  the  purposes  aforeaaid,  be  granted  for  a  longer  period 
twenty  years,  and  every  such  charter  shall  contain  a.  clause  re 
iiig  to  the  Legislature  the  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the  i 
wheuever  in  their  opinion  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  citlzeuB  o 
commonwealth,  in  such  manner,  however,  that  no  injustice  shi 
done  to  the  corporators.  No  law  hereafter  enacted,  shall  ci 
renew,  or  extend  the  charter  of  more  than  one  corporatiou. 

AHTICLE   II, 

Se<;,  I,  The  supreme  execntive  power  of  this  oommonwcalth 
be  vested  in  a  Governor. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
ber,  by  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  where 
shall  respectively  vote  for  repreBentativea.  The  returns  of 
election  for  Governor  ehall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  tb< 
of  government,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the  Senate,  who  sb&ll 
and  publiab  them  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  both  hous 
the  Legiulaturc.  The  per.S0D  having  the  highest  number  of 
shall  be  Governor.  But  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  hi 
ill  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  the  joint  V( 
the  members  of  both  liouues.  Contested  elections  shall  bo  i 
mined  by  a  committee  to  be  selected  from  both  houses  of  the  ] 
'-— --  icd  formed  and  reguktcd  in  such  manner  as  sliall  be  dii 
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consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  all  judicial  officers  of  courts  of  record, 
unless  otherwise  provided  for  in  tlib  Constitution.  He  shall  have 
power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  such  judicial  offices 
daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session .  Provided,  that  in  acting  on 
executive  nominations  the  Senate  shall  sit  with  open  doors,  and  in 
confirming  or  rejecting  the  nominations  of  the  Governor,  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

9.  lie  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  eases  of  impeachment. 

10.  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  department,  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices. 

1 1.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General  Assembly  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

12.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with 
respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he 
lihsdl  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

1 3.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

14.  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  Governor,  or  his  re- 
moval from  office,  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  shall  exercise  the  office 
of  governor,  or  until  another  governor  shall  be  duly  qualified  ;  but 
in  saoh  case  another  Governor  shall  be  chosen  at  the  next  annual 
election  of  representatives,  unless  such  death,  resignation,  or  removal, 
ishall  occur  within  three  calendar  months  immediately  preceding 
.such  next  annual  election,  in  which  case  a  Governor  shall  oe  chosen 
at  the  second  succeeding  annual  election  of  representatives.  And  if 
the  trial  of  a  contested  election  shall  continue  longer  than  until  the 
third  Monday  of  January  next  ensuing  the  election  of  Governor,  the 
Governor  of  the  last  year,  or  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  who  may  be 
in  the  exorcise  of  the  executive  authority,  shall  continue  therein  until 
the  determination  of  such  contested  election,  and  until  a  Upvcrnor 
fifaall  be  duly  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

15.  The  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  keep  a  fair  register 
of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  shall, 
wlien  required,  lav  the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers 
relative  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the  LegiBlatore,  and  shidl 
perform  each  other  duties  as  shall  be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1.  In  elections  bv  the  citiiens,  eYorv  white  fk^man  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  this  State  one  year,  and 
in  the  election  district  where  he  offers  to  vote,  ten  days  immediately 
preceding  such  election,  and  within  two  years  paid  a  State  or  county 
taX|  whidi  shall  have  been  assessed  at  least  ten  days  before  the  cleo- 
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thirdx  of  both  Iiousi^h  according  to  tLe  rulee  and  liiiiita.tioQ8 
scriboil  ID  cusc  i>f  u  liilt. 

2^1.  No  corporate  body  aliall  bu  hereafter  created,  renewed  a 
tended  with  banking  or  discounting  privileges,  without  six  mo 
prcviouR  public  uuticc  of  tbu  iiituiidod  ap^ication  for  tbc  sac 
i«uch  iimiiiier  aa  sbalt  be  prescribed  bj  lav.  Nor  sball  any 
ter  for  the  purposes  aforeauid,  be  granted  for  a  longer  period 
twenty  years,  and  every  «uch  charter  shall  contain  a  clause  re 
iiig  tn  the  Legislature  the  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the  i 
wlieiievcr  in  their  opinion  it  may  l>o  injurious  to  the  citisons  a 
commonwealth,  in  sneii  manner,  bowe^'e^,  that  no  injustice  ebi 
done  to  the  corporators.  No  taw  hereafter  enacted,  shall  ci 
renew,  or  extend  the  ciiartcr  of  more  than  one  corporation. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Sec.  1.  The  Kuprcmc  csecutivo  power  of  this  commonwcoltli 
be  vested  in  a  Oovernor. 

2.  The  Governor  i^hall  be  clioaen  on  tlie  second  Tuesday  of  ■ 
bcr,  by  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  wlierc 
shall  ri'sjiectively  vote  for  repreiientatives.  The  returns  of  ■ 
election  fur  Cruvcrnor  shall  be  i^dcd  up  and  transmitted  to  tin 
of  eovurnmont,  directed  to  the  npcakvr  uf  the  Senate,  wlio  shall 
and  tiublish  them  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  botli  lioua 
the  Lcgii'lutiirc.  The  per.suu  having;  the  litghcHt  number  of 
sliall  Ih)  Governor.  Itut  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  hf 
in  votes,  une  of  them  shall  be  chosen  tiovemor  by  the  joint  v 
the  roenibcrs  of  buth  houses.  Contested  elections  shall  be 
mined  by  a  romoiittee  to  be  selected  from  both  liousca  of  the 
lature,  and  fnruicd  nod  regulated  in  such  manner  an  gIiuII  bu  d 

L,"ball  bold  his  office  during  three  yc 

election,  a 
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selves  well.  The  associate  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  picas 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five  years,  if  they  shall  so 
long  bclmvc  themselves  well.  But  for  any  reasonable  cause,  whicli 
shall  not  bo  sufficient  ground  of  impeachment,  the  Governor  may 
remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two  thirds  of  eacli  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  presi- 
dents of  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall  at  stated  times 
receive  for  their  services  an  adequate  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by 
law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office : 
but  they  shall  receive  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any 
other  office  of  proiit  under  this  commonwealth. 

3.  Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
shall  continue  as  at  present  established.  Not  more  than  five  coun- 
ties  shall  at  any  time  be  included  in  one  judicial  district  organized 
for  said  courts.  • 

i.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  extend  over  the 
State ;  and  the  judges  thereof  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  be  jus- 
tices of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  in  the  several 
,,  counties. 

Ti.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  each  county, 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenderh: 
therein ;  any  two  of  said  judges,  the  president  being  one,  shall  be  a 
quorum  ;  but  they  shall  not  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or 
jail  delivery  in  any  countjr,  when  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
or  any  of  them  shall  be  sitting  in  the  same  county.  The  party  ac- 
cused, as  well  as  tlie  commonwealth,  may,  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indictment  and  proceedings. 
or  a  transcript  thereof,  into  the  Supreme  Court.  • 

6.  The  Supreme  Court,  and  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas, 
shall,  beside  the  powers  heretofore  usually  exercised  by  them,  have 
the  powers  of  a  Court  of  Chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  perpetu- 
ating of  testimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  not  within 
the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  those  who  are 
non  compos  mentis.  And  the  Legislature  shall  vest  in  the  said 
courts  such  other  powers  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  shall  be  found 
necessary ;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminish  those 
powers  or  vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall  judge  proper, 
•  for  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

7.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county,  any 
two  <^  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall  compose  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  and  orphans'  court  thereof ;  and  the  register 
cf  wills,  together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
compose  the  register's  court  of  each  county. 

8.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall,  within  their 
nspoctive  counties,  have  like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  to 
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selves  well.  The  associate  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
shall  hold  their  ofTices  fur  the  term  of  five  years,  if  they  shall  so 
long  hehavc  themselves  well.  liut  for  any  reasonable  cause,  which 
shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  of  impeachment,  the  Governor  may 
remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two  thirds  of  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  presi- 
dents of  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall  at  stated  times 
receive  for  their  services  an  adequate  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by 
law.  which  sliall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office  : 
but  they  shall  receive  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any 
other  office  of  profit  under  this  commonwealth. 

3.  Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
shall  continue  as  at  present  established.  Not  more  than  five  coun- 
ties shall  at  any  time  be  included  in  one  judicial  district  organized 
for  said  courts.  • 

4.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  extend  over  the 
^j0lf^  State;  and  the  judges  thereof  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  bejus- 
f^      tiecs  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  in  the  several 

..counties. 

.J.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  each  county, 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offijnder.^ 
therein  ;  any  two  of  said  jud":es,  the  president  being  one,  shall  be  :i 
quorum  ;  but  they  shall  not  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or 
jail  delivery  in  any  county,  when  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
or  any  of  them  shall  be  sitting  in  the  same  county.  The  party  ac- 
cused, as  well  as  the  commonwealth,  may,  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  remove  the  indictment  and  proceedings. 
or  a  transcript  thereof,  into  the  Supreme  Court.  • 

6.  The  Supreme  Court,  and  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas, 
shall,  beside  the  powers  heretofore  usually  exercised  by  them,  have 
the  powers  of  a  Court  of  Chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  perpetu- 
ating of  testimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  not  within 
the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  those  who  are 
non  compos  mentis.  And  the  Legislature  shall  vest  in  the  said 
oonrts  such  other  powers  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  shall  be  found 
necessary ;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminish  those 
powers  or  vest  them  in  such  other  courts  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

•  for  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

7.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county,  any 
two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall  compose  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  and  orphans'  court  thereof ;  and  the  register 
of  wills,  together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
compose  the  register's  court  of  each  county. 

8.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall,  within  their 
HfiBpcctive  counties,  have  like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the  pcaco,  and  to 
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2.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more  semi- 
naries of  learning. 

3.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities  and  estates  of  religions  soci- 
eties and  corporate  bodies,  shall  remain  as  if  the  Constitution  of  thiii 
State  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

4.  The  Legislature  shall  not  invest  any  corporate  body  or  individ- 
ual with  the  privilege  of  taking  private  property  for  public  use,  with- 
out requiring  such  corporation  or  individual  to  make  compensation  .     |^^ 
to  the  owners  of  said  property,  or  give  adequate  security  therefor.    ^v!S 
before  such  property  shall  be  taken.  .  *^ 

ARTICLE   VIIL 

Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  all  officers,  executive  and 
judicial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective offices  with  fidelity. 


ARTICLE   IX.  '   ^^ 


V 


Hb'i 


Thai  the  general,  great  and  essential  prijiciplcs  of  liberty  and  fufi-gj^'^::^ 
emment  may  be  recognized  and  unaUerably  establishedj  ve'dejiu^eii^  ---.^ 

Sec.  1.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent  Imd 
have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights,  among  which  are  those 
of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  posBeasing, 
and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their  own 
happiness. 

2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  govern- 
ments are  founded  on  their  authoritv,  and  instituted  for  their  peace, 
safety,  and  happiness:  For  the  advancement  of  those  ends,  they 
have,  at  all  times,  an  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  re- 
form, or  abolish  their  government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

3.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  thoir  own  consciences ; 
that  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect  or  support 
any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his  con- 
sent ;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control 
or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience ;  and  that  no  preference 
shall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious  establishments  or  modes 
of  worship. 

4.  That  no  person  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  God  and  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall,  on  account  of  his  re- 
ligious sentiments,  be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust 
or  profit  under  this  commonwealth. 

5.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

6.  That  trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore,  and  the  right  thereof 
remain  inviolate. 
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7.  That  the  printiii/5  presses  shall  ]>e  free  to  every  person,  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  or  any 
branch  <if  governni<'nt :  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain 
the  r'l'^ht  tliorrnf.  Tlic  free  conimuni<:ation  of  thoughts  and  opin- 
ions is  uiii*  of  the  invaluable  rights  uf  man  ;  tnid  every  citizen  may 
freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subjei.t,  being  responsible  for 
the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutinns  fnr  the  publication  of  pa- 
pers, investigating  tlie  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public 
capacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  f»»r  public  informa- 
tion, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence ;  and,  in  all  indict- 
ments for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

i^.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  tlieir  persons,  houses,  papers 
and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures ;  and  that 
no  warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  things, 
shall  issue  witlumt  describing  them  as  nearlv  as  may  be.  nor  with- 
out  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

9.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  his  cnuusel,  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  against  him,  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  to 
have  compulsory  process  ftir  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  in 
prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a  speedy  trial  by  an  im- 
partial jury  of  the  vicinage :  that  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give 
evidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  lilx^rty  or 
propertj,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

10.  That  no  person  sliall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  proceeded 

against  criminally  by  information  ;  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land 

Or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of 

^ar  or  public  danger ;  or  by  leave  of  the  court  for  oppression  and 

/iiihidemeanor  in  office.     No  person  shall  for  the  same  offence  be  twice 
J>ut    in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  any  man's  property  be 
^ken,  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  represen- 
tatives, and  without  just  compensation  being  made. 

1  1 .  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  man  for  an  injury 
1  ono  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or  reputation,  shall  have  reme- 
i  y  by  the  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered 
%^ithout  sale,  denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the 
foinxriou wealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts,  and  in  such  cases,  as 
ine  Legislaturo  may  by  law  direct. 

1 2.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised,  unless 
k^  the  Legislature,  or  its  autliority. 

1 3.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
posed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

1 4.  That  all  prisoners  shall  bo  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  un- 
is  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  presumption 
eat :  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
spcnded,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 

-fety  may  require  it. 
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15.  That  110  conimUaioQ  of  Operand  tormincr  or  jail  deliv 
be  Uaued. 

Ifi.  That  the  pcrsuu  of  a  debtor,  whero  there  is  Dot  iiti 
sumptioD  of  fraad,  ekall  uot  bo  contiaiiod  in  prition  after  d< 
up  his  estate  for  the  bcneSt.uf  Iiik  creditors  in  such  mfinncr 
be  preaoribed  by  laic. 

17.  That  no  ex  post  fado  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  c 
ahall  be  made. 

18.  That  uo  person  eluill  be  attainted  of  treason  or  fcloii 
LogielatuTo. 

19.  That  no  attainder  i<hnll  work  corrnption  of  blood  ;  no 
daring  the  life  of  thn  offunder,  forfeiture  uf  estate  to  the  < 
wealth:  that  the  oHlato:!  of  eui^h  persona  as  shuU  dcstroj  t) 
lives,  Bhall  dcECeud  nr  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death-  nnc 
person  shall  bo  killud  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfei 
rewH>n  thereof 

21).  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  luaiiDe 
semble  togulher  for  their  cominon  good,  and  to  apply  to  tj 
vested  with  the  powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grieva 
'>ther  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  redress,  or  remonstrance. 

2i.  That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms,  in  defense  i 
solves  and  the  State,  shall  not  be  questioned. 

22.  That  no  standing  army  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
without  the  cODBcnt  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  military  sH 
cases,  and  at  all  times,  bo  in  i<trict  subordination  to  the  ci^ 

23.  Tliat  no  soMier  shHlL  lu  time  of  peuee.  bo  quurtcr«i 
house,  without  tha  consent  uf  the  owner,  uor  in  titiio  of  if 
a  manner  to  be  proscribed  by  law. 

24.  That  the  Lc^slature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  its 
henditary  distinction,  nor  create  any  olGcc  the  appointuien—: 
shall  Ih-'  fi>r  a  longer  term  tli.tii  jurjutr  st""i  bolts'  ' 
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each  house,  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  cause  the  same 
again  to  he  pu1)li3hed  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  in  such  man- 
ner, and  at  such  time,  at  least  three  months  after  being  so  agreed 
to  by  tlic  two  houses,  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe;  and  if  the 
people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amendment  or  amendments  by 
a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  this  State  voting  thereon,  such 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution, 
but  no  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  peoplu 
oftcncr  than  once  in  five  years:  provided,  that  if  more  than  ono 
amendment  be  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted  in  such  manner 
and  form,  that  the  people  may  vote  for  or  against  each  amendment 
separately  and  distinctly. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience,  niay  arise  from  ih€  aUerati(n^  and  amendmemts 
in  the  Constitution  of  this  CommonweaJthj  and  in  order  to  carry  ih* 
sanie  into  complete,  operation^  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained,  that : 

1.  All  law9  of  this  Commonwealth  in  force  at  the  time  when  the 
said  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said  Constitution  shall  take 
effect,  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  prosecutions. 
actions,  claims,  and  contracts,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  cor- 
porate, shall  continue  as  if  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  had 
not  been  made. 

2.  The  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said  Constitutioii  shall 
take  effect  from  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

3.  The  clauses,  sections,  and  articles  of  the  said  Constitution 
which  remain  unaltered,  shall  continue  to  be  construed  and  have 
effect  as  if  the  said  Constitution  had  not  been  amended. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  whicb  shall  convene  in  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -eight,  shall  continue  its  session,  as  here- 
tofore, notwithstanding  the  provision  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
first  article,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  regarded  as  the  first  General 
Assembly  under  the  amended  Constitution. 

5.  The  Governor,  who  shall  be  elected  in  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-cigiit,  shall  be  inaugurated  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
•January ,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine ;  to  which  time  the  pre- 
sent executive  term  is  extended. 

6.  The  commissions  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  who  may 
be  in  oflSce  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  expire  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: — The  commission  which  bears  the  earliest  date 
shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  anno  domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-two :  the  commission  next  dated  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  first  day  of  January,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-five :  the  commission  next  dated  shall  expire  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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uid  forty-eight :  the  coiuniisBion  next  dat«d  sliall  expire  on 
ilayof  Januury.aiim)  douiiniunctliousaudL-iglithuudnid  niid. 
snil  the  coitimiKHiuii  last  last  dated  ehall  expire  on  the  & 
Januarv,  nnno  duiuiui  one  thou»>nd  eight  hutidrud  aud  &.i 

7.  The  cominissiuiis  of  the  prtrsident  judges  of  the  siL 
dial  diHtiicta,  and  of  the  awiociatc  hiw  judges  of  the  firist  j 
triot,  shall  expire  as  tV>li->ws  :— The  coimiiiBsioiis  of  one-1* 
who  shall  have  huKl  their  ol]ic«!:i  tei)  years  or  more,  at  t  ^ 
iif  the  Hiuenduieiitji  to  tlic  Oonstitutiou,  shall  expire  on 
seventh  day  of  February,  one  thoiiMnd  eight  hundred 
nine  :  the  coinuiiiiKious  of  the  otlier  half  of  those  trho  ^lia^B 
their  offices  ten  veurn  or  luorc,  at  the  adoption  of  the  a.    ■ 
to  the  t'oDBtitution,  shall  expire  on  tlie  tweiity-swvonth  f^ 
ruarv,  one  thouwud  hundreil  and  forty-two :  tlie  firHt 
brace  those  wluise  oi>uiiiitK:«ioiis  shall  bear  the  oldest 
cominis.sioiis  of  :i]I  tlie  reitniiuing  judges  who  clinii  nc^ 
their  oliRccs  fur  ten  yeiii'i:  at  the  adoption  of  the  amendic    - 
Constitution,  slrdl  rapire  on  the  twenty-scrontli  day  o  J 
next  after  the  end  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  thoir  cor^ 

8.  The  recordoffl  of  the  seTcral  mayot-B'  courts  andotfca 
courtsin  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  appointed  for  the  s^f^ 
in  the  same  manner  tis  the  president  judges  of  the  several  ^ 
tricts  I  of  those  now  in  office,  the  coniiuission  oldest  in  dst^^ 
pire  on  the  twenty -seventh  day  of  February,  oue  thcnT* 
nnndred  and  forty-one,  and  the  others  e' 
aooording  to  their  respective  dates :  those  o] 

9.  The  Lcgjglnturr,  nl  lis  fnst  bcbsIod  undir  (he  ami'nclcd  Conetilu^ 

those  of  the  fitst  diss  engll  expire  on  tht'  Iwcnty- seventh  i\^y  nf  Febratf 
bandied  ind  hny ;  of  Ihose  of  Ihe  second  clnss  on  ihfi  lw™iy-revciitW 
roiiy,  elgblwn  hundred  and  forty  one :  of  Xliusi  of  ihi>  iliiril  c\-isa  on 
nth  day  of  Febmnry,  eiphttcn  hundred  :it  '  ' 
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Deliware,  n'xt  to  Rhode  Inland,  is  Ihe  HmalleitE  Slate  in  Ihe  union.  It  was 
first  wKlrd  in  ICin,  1i7  tlic  Sved?»  and  Pin*.  They  landed  at  Cape  Hei!- 
lopcn,  and  on  aocoinirofiia  ln-auty  called  it  "Paradise  Poict,"  Theyowui- 
ized  a  govemmpni.  and  liuill  ocvrral  forin  for  liicir  protection.  Bat  they 
verrtoo  iii>ak  to  sustain  Ihcinsclres  a^.'ainst  the  Dutch,  irho  had  commenced 
makiii);  inroutls  upon  ilirin.  In  1^3  ilie  Dnicli  tnolc  the  territory  bv  conquest. 
In  ICGlthe  En^'lish  ennqii"r>il  tlie  Dulcii,  ami  tiny  wre  under  llie  jurisdic- 
tion of  N<-u-  Yiirk  until  KiW.  Ahoui  liiis  lime  William  Penn  obttined  a 
^nt  orDelavflTi'  from  Ihe  Duke  ol'Vork,  ntiil  it  wok  for  many  years  under  j, 
the  {TOTcrnmctnt  ol  P<-nnHvlvnnia. 

It  adopted  its  Gnl  CunMituliim  in  I77l>,  and  iL<<  present  one  in  1831. 

Area  2,130  i-q.  m.    Population,  "rH.IMO. 

CONSTITUTION." 

We,  thr.  Peoplf,  ktrAy  onlalrt  ami  rflablhh  this  Crmxiitutum  of  gmi- 
crnmriU  for  the  iS/ati-  of  IMaictln: 
Through  divine  grwdncNs  all  mon  ImTc,  bv  nature,  the  riglits  of 
worshiping  and  serving  their  Cruatiir  nccoruinft  to  the  dictatea  of 
their  couscicnceH,  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  aud  liherty.  of  ae- 
qniring  and  protecting  reputation  aud  pniiwrty.  and,  in  general, 
of  attainini:;  objcctB  anitalik  to  thoir  eoiidiliou.  without  injury  by 
one  to  another  ;  and  aa  tiiene  itghtui  are  eKS<^ntiaI  to  tliuir  welfare, 
for  the  duo  exerui.'tc  thereof,  power  is  inherent  in  tliera ;  and  there- 
fore all  just  authority  in  the  iiistitntionB  of  political  society  iB 
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uanae  tlicir  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  tliciu,  and  the 
right  aud  justice  t^  lie  done. 

9.  Tlic  president  of  the  court  iu  each  circuit  within  each  cii 
aud  tiie  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  within  their  rcspe 
countic:*.  shall  be  justices  of  the  pcueit,  so  fur  as  relates  to  crii 
mattern. 

ID.  A  register's  office,  for  tlit;  probate  of  wills  and  granting 
tors  of  adiuiiuKiratiun,  and  au  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds, 
be  kept  in  caeh  eouuty. 

11.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  I>e,  "  The  eom  in  on  wealth  nf  I 
Hvlvania."  All  proweutinns  t^liall  be  cnrried  on  iu  the  name  at 
Uie  authority  of  the  coininonweiiltU  of  Peuniiylvnnia,  aud  cone 
"  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Manie.'' 

.\RTICLK    VI. 

Sko.  I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  tlie  times  and  nlac< 
election  of  represciulntivcs,  Ix;  ehoHen  by  the  cttiEona  of  eaoh  oo 
One  person  shall  be  ehoften  fiir  e^li  ofiieo,  who  Hholl  be  commii 
ed  by  tJK'  (rovernor.  They  fliall  hold  their  offices  for  three  ^ 
if  tlicv  shiill  >«o  long  behave  thoniaelres  wolL  and  until  a  sncc 
be  duly  ijuulified ;  lint  no  pcrnion  shall  be  twice  chosen  or  appo 
sheriff  in  any  term  of  six  years.  Vncuncics  in  either  of  the 
offices  Hlmll  bo  filled  by  an  Hppointincnt.  to  be  made  by  the  Grove 
to  continue  until  the  next  gouerul  elcirtion.  and'uutil  a  sucv 
shall  1)0  chosen  and  i|UBlified  us  uforesaid. 

i.  The  freemen  of  this  cnuiuionwcalth  shall  be  armed,  orgai 
snd  diltoipliued  for  its  defense,  when  and  in  such  manner  as  nii 
lUrected  by  law.  Those  who  conscientiously  scruple  to  buar  i 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  ei^iiiTalent  for 
snnal  sen-ic- 
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the  county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they,  respectively,  shall  be 
officers,  unless  when  the  Governor  shall,  for  special  reasons,  dispenBe 
therewith,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years  after  the  county 
shall  have  been  ereetc«d. 

5.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  be  sealed  witli  the  State 
seal,  and  signed  by  the  (Tovcrnor. 

6.  A  State  Treasurer  shall  ])q  elected  annually,  by  joint  vote  of 
both  brandies  of  the  Legishiture. 

7.  Justices  of  the  peace  or  aldermen  shall  be  elected  in  the  sev- 
eral wards,  bomughs.  and  townships,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of 
constables  by  the  ijualified  voters  th<*reof,  in  such  nunibi»r  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law.  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor  for 
a  term  of  five  years.  But  no  township,  ward  or  borough,  shall  elect 
more  than  two  justices  of  the  peace  or  aldermen  without  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  within  such  township,  ward  or 
borough. 

8.  All  officers  whose  election  or  appointment  is  not  provided  for 
iathis  Gonstitutioii,  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  as  shall  be  diret^ted 
bj'law.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office  within  any 
ocmnty  who  shall  not  have  been  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  therein 
one  year  next  before  his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall  have  been 
so  long  erected ;  but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  lone  erected,  then 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  whicfi  it  shall  have 
been  taken.  No  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  or  any  person 
holding  or  exercising  any  office  or  appointment  of  trust  or  profit 
under  the  United  States,  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise 
any  office  in  this  State,  to  which  a  salary  is,  or  fees  or  per(j[uisitcs 
are,  by  law,  annexed :  and  the  Legislature  may  by  law  declare  what 
State  offices  are  incompatible.  No  member  of  the  Senate  or  of  the 
House  of  liopresentjitives  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  any 
office  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

9.  All  officers  f(»r  a  term  of  y(iars  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the 
terms  respectively  specified,  only  on  the  condition  that  they  so  long 
behmve  themselves  well ;  and  shall  be  removed  on  conviction  of  mis- 
behavior in  office  or  of  any  infamous  crime. 

10.  Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  Convention  to  the  Constitution,  fight  a  duel,  or  send 
a  challenge  for  that  purpose,  or  be  aider  or  abettor  in  fighting  a  duel, 
shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  holding  any  office  of  honor  or  profit 
in  this  State,  and  shall  be  punished  otherwise  in  such  manner  as  is, 
or  may  be  prescribed  by  law ;  but  the  executive  may  remit  the  said 
offence  and  all  its  disqualifications. 

ARTICLP]  Vir. 

Sec.  I.  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 
provide,  by  law,  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the 
State,  in  such  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 
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2.  The  arts  and  scicuces  shall  bo  promoted  in  one  or  more  semi- 
naries of  luarning. 

3.  The  rights,  privilcgea,  iinmuiiitieB  and  cstatcfi  of  rcli^otu  soci- 
eties and  corporato  bodies,  shall  remain  aa  if  tlic  CoDatitutioD  of  thU 
State  had  not  been  altered  or  amended, 

4.  The  Legislature  shall  not  inyest  any  corporate  body  or  individ- 
ual with  the  privilege  of  taking  private  property  for  public  use,  with- 
out re<|uiring  suuh  coTpomtion  or  individual  to  make  com  pen  Elation 
to  the  owners  of  said  property,  or  give  adequate  seourity  therefor, 
before  such  property  Buall  be  taken. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Hcmbers  of  tho  General  Assembly  and  all  officers,  oxeeutive  and 
judicial,  shall  bo  bound  by  oatb  or  affirmation  to  support  tho  Conati- 
tntion  of  this  commouwL^th,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  re- 
apeotivo  offiocB  with  fidelity. 

ARTICLE   IX.  -   V     ■ 

T^  the  gnural,  great  and  axjilial  prinnjilfs  (f  liberty  aatd  Jkm-^L  ■  ^ 
emmeJU  nay  be  realized  and  miaiierably  niaNitked,  tee  detiar^iSr  •  -  ' 
8bo.  1.  That  all  men  are  bom  equally  free  and  iadepeDdent  kod 
have  oortain  inherent  and  indefeasible  riglits,  among  wfaioh  are  thoce 
«f  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  aequiring,  posaesnnir 
and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  thoiroira 
happmeM. 

2.  That  all  power  a  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  fforem- 
menta  are  fbunded  on  thdr  anthoritv,  and  inatitated  for  their  peaoe 
■afety,  and  happlneu:  For  the  advaQcemeut  of  those  ends,  tfaev 
lill  lijoes.  an  iualienablc 
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7.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person,  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  or  any 
branch  of  governni**nt :  and  no  law  sliall  ever  be  made  to  restrain 
the  ri^rht  thorrnf.  The  free  eouimiuiicatiou  of  thoughts  and  opin- 
ions ifti  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man  ;  and  every  citizen  may 
freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subject.  Wing  responsible  foV 
the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  Fn  proseeutinn*;  fur  the  publication  of  pa- 
pers, investigating  the  official  conduct  (if  »)fficers.  or  men  in  a  public 
capacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  pruperfor  public  informa- 
tion, the  truth  thereof  niav  be  triven  in  evidence :  and,  in  all  indict- 
ments  for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law 
anil  the  facts,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

^*s.  That  the  j)e(»ple  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers 
and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures ;  and  that 
no  warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  things, 
shall  issue  without  describing  them  as  nearlv  as  mav  be.  nor  with- 
out  probable  cause,  s\ipported  by  oath  or  affirmati()n. 

9.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  against  him,  to  meet  the  witnes.ses  face  to  face,  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  in 
prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a  speedy  trial  by  an  im- 
partial jury  of  the  vicinage :  that  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give 
ovidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  lilicrty  or 
property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

10.  That  no  person  shall.  ft)T  any  indictable  offence,  be  proceeded 
against  criminally  by  information  ;  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger ;  or  by  leave  of  the  court  for  oppression  and 
misdemeanor  in  office.  No  person  shall  for  the  same  offence  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  any  uian^s  property  be 
taken,  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  represen- 
tatives, and  without  just  compensation  being  made. 

1 1.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  man  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or  reputation,  shall  have  reme- 
dy by  the  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered 
without  sale,  denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the 
commonwealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts,  and  in  such  cases,  as 
the  Legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

1'2.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised,  unless 
by  the  Legislature,  or  its  authority. 

13.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

14.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  un- 
less for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  presumption 
great :  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 
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15.  That  uocommisHioa  of  oyer  and  tormincr  or  jail  dclivc 
bebauetl. 

l(j.  That  the  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  ftn 
sainptioQ  of  fraud,  Khali  not  \io  continnod  in  pririon  nftcr  dc 
up  his  estate  for  the  buncfit  of  his  crcditorH  in  such  in&nncr 
be  preaoribed  by  law. 

17.  That  no  ex  pod  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  co 
Bhall  be  ma  do. 

18.  Tliat  DO  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony 
Legislature. 

19.  That  no  attainder  sliuU  work  corruption  of  blood  ;  nor 
daring  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  entatc  to  tlic  c< 
wealtli:  that  tlio  estattis  of  sueh  persona  as  slnill  destroy  tli 
lives,  shall  dcKCend  or  reist  as  in  case  of  natural  death;  and 
person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfei 
reason  thereof 

20.  That  the  citiiens  havo  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  m.iiine: 
seniblo  together  for  their  comoi on  good,  and  to  apply  to  t! 
vested  with  the  powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grieva 
other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  redress,  or  remonstrance. 

21.  Tlut  the  rightof  the  citizens  to  bcararms,  in  dcfunije  < 
Kolves  and  the  State,  shall  not  be  questioned. 

32.  That  no  standing  army  shall,  iu  time  of  peace,  Lo  I 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature ;  and  the  military  slia 
eases,  and  nt  all  times,  be  iu  strict  subordination  to  tlic  ciwil 

23.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  pence,  be  qunrterod 
house,  without  the  consiGiit  <>f  the  owner,  nor  in  tiiue  gf  i^ai 
a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

24.  That  the  Legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  nol 
hereditary  (liatinctico,  nor  create  any  office  the  appointiuent  1 

^iid  behavic 
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each  house,  the  Secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  cause  the  Bamc 
agiiin  to  be  published  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  Huch  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amuudments  ehall  be  submitted  to  the  people  in  such  man- 
ner, and  at  such  time,  at  least  three  months  after  being  so  agreed 
to  by  the  two  houses,  as  the  Legislature  shall  presoribe ;  and  if  the 
people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amendment  or  amendments  by 
a  majority  of  the  qualified  votcrj*  of  this  State  voting  thereon,  sucli 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution, 
but  no  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people 
oftcner  than  once  in  five  years :  provided,  that  if  more  than  one 
amendment  bo  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted  in  such  manner 
and  form,  that  the  people  may  vote  for  or  against  each  amendment 
separately  and  distinctly. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconveniencF  may  arise,  from  thr.  altcraiwiis  ami  amendments 
in  the  Conslitut'wn  of  this  ConimonweaUh^  and  in  orrhr  to  carry  Ihf 
safne  into  compktf  operation^  it  is  hereby  dedarai  and  ordained^  that : 

1.  All  laws  of  tliis  Commonwealth  in  force  at  the  time  when  the 
said  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said  Constitution  shall  take 
effect,  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  prosecutions. 
actions,  claims,  and  contracts,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  Iwdies  cor- 
porate, shall  continue  as  if  the  said  alterations  and  amendments  had 
not  been  made. 

2.  The  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  said  Constitution  shall 
take  effect  from  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

3.  The  clauses,  sections,  and  articles  of  the  said  Constitution 
which  remain  unaltered,  shall  continue  to  be  construed  and  have 
effect  as  if  the  said  Constitution  had  not  been  amended. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  which  shall  convene  in  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  shall  continue  its  session,  as  here- 
tofore, notwithstanding  the  provision  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
first  article,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  regarded  as  the  first  General 
A.*«embly  under  the  amended  Constitution. 

5.  The  Governor,  who  shall  be  elected  in  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eigiit,  shall  be  inaugurated  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
fl&nuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine ;  to  which  time  the  pre- 
sent executive  term  is  extended. 

G.  The  commissions  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  who  may 
be  in  office  on  the  fir.st  day  of  January  next,  shall  expire  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: — The  commission  which  bears  the  earliest  datt* 
shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  anno  domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-two :  the  commission  next  dat<*d  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  first  day  of  January,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight 
iiundred  and  forty-five :  the  commission  next  dated  shall  expire  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  anno  domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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Congress,  nor  any  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  under  the 
United  States,  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise  the  office  of 
judge,  treasurer,  attorney -gen  oral,  secretary,  prothonotary,  register 
for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of  administration,  re* 
corder,  sheriff,  or  any  office  under  this  State,  with  a  salary  by  law 
annexed  to  it,  or  any  other  office  which  the  Legislature  shall  declare 
incompatible  with  offices  or  appointments  under  the  United  8tat«s. 
No  person  shall  hold  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  at  the 
same  time,  to  wit :  treasurer,  attorney-general,  prothonotary,  regis- 
ter, or  sheriff.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
shall  be  sealed  with  the  great  seal,  and  be  signed  and  tested  by  the 
Governor. 

9.  lie  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  to 
grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  eases  of  impeachment  [He 
shall  set  forth  in  writing,  fully,  the  grounds  of  all  reprieves,  par- 
dons, and  remissions,  to  be  entered  in  the  re«;ist<?r  of  his  official  acts, 
and  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  session.] 

10.  lie  may  require  information  in  writing  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices. 

1 1 .  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  General  Asscnibl  v 
information  of  affiiirs  concerning  the  State,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

1*2.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with 
respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  three  months. 

1 3.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

14.  [Upon  any  vacancy  happening  in  the  office  of  Governor  by 
his  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  inability,  the  Speaker  of  the  Sen- 
ate shall  exercise  the  office  until  a  Governor  elected  by  the  people 
shall  be  duly  qualified.  If  there  be  no  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  or 
upon  a  further  vacancy  happening  in  the  office  by  hi^  death,  remo- 
val, resignation,  or  inability,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  llcprcsou- 
tatives  shall  exercise  the  office  until  a  Governor  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple shall  bo  duly  qualified.  If  the  person  elected  Governor  shall  die, 
or  become  disqualified,  before  the  commencement  of  his  term  of 
office,  or  shall  refuse  to  take  the  same,  the  person  holding  the  office 
shall  continue  to  exercise  it,  untQ  a  Governor  shall  be  elected  and 
duly  qualified.  If  upon  a  vacancy  happening  in  the  office  of  Gov- 
eruor,  there  be  no  other  person  who  can  exercise  said  office  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  exer- ' 
cise  the  same  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  who 
shall  immediately  proceed  to  elect,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  a 
person  to  exercise  the  office  until  a  Governor,  elected  by  the  people, 
shall  be  duly  qualified.  If  a  vacancy  occur  in  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, or  if  the  Governor  elect  die,  or  become  dis(}ualified,  before 
the  commencement  of  his  term,  or  refuse  to  take  the  office,  mn  elec- 
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tion  for  Governor  shall  Ih)  held  at  the  next  gcueral  election,  unless 
the  vacancy  jiappeu  within  six  days  next  preceding  the  election,  ex- 
ciuslye  of  the  day  of  the  happening  of  the  vacancy  and  the  day  of 
the  election :  in  that  case,  if  an  election  for  Governor  would  not 
have  been  held  at  said  olectifm,  without  the  happening  of  such 
vacancy,  no  election  for  Governor  shall  be  held  at  said  election  in 
consequence  of  such  vacancy.]  If  the  trial  of  a  contested  election 
shuJl  continue  longer  than  until  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next 
ensuing  tlie  election  of  a  Governor,  the  (Jovernor  of  the  last  year,  or 
the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  or  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  may  then  be  in  the  exerci.se  of  the  executive  authority,  shall 
continue  therein  until  a  determination  of  such  contested  election 
The  Governor  shall  not  be  removed  from  his  office  for  inability,  but 
with  the  concurrence  of  two-third h  of  all  the  members  of  eacli 
branch  of  the  Legislature. 

15.  A  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  during  the 
Governor's  continuance  in  office,  if  he  shall  so  long  behave  himself 
well.  lie  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the  official  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Gmcriior,  and  shall,  when  required  by  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers, 
relative  thereto,  before  them,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as 
shall  be  enjoined  him  by  law.  He  shall  have  a  compensation  for  his 
services,  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

Sec.  1.  [All  elections  for  Governor,  senators,  representativcSj  sher- 
iffs, and  coroners,  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November. 
and  be  by  ballot :  and  in  such  elections  every  free  white  male  citizen  of 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years  or  upwards,  having  resided  in  the  State 
one  year  next  before  the  election,  and  the  last  month  thereof  in  the 
county  where  be  offers  to  vote,  and  having  within  two  years  next 
before  the  election  paid  a  county  tax,  which  shall  have  been  assessed 
at  least  six  months  before  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an 
elector ;  and  every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  having  resided  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  without  payment  of  any  tax :  pro- 
vided, that  no  person  in  the  military,  naval,j)r  marine  service  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  considered  as  acquiring  a  residence  in  this 
S  Ae,  by  being  stationed  in  any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military  or 
naval  place  or  station  within  this  State ;  and  no  idiot,  or  insane  per- 
son, or  pauper,  or  person  convicted  of  a  crime  deemed  by  law  felony, 
shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector ;  and  that  the  Legislature  may 
impose  the  forfeiture  of  the  right  of  suffrage  as  a  punishment  for 
crime.] 

2.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  an  arrest  during  their  attendance  at 
elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  of  Represcntatiyes  sliall  Iiave  the  sole  power  of 
impeaching:  but  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  must  oonovrinmu. 
impeachment.     All  impeachments  iihall  be  tried  by  the  Senate^jnd 
when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  orSSv-*- 
mation  to  do  justice  according  to  tlie  evidence.    No  person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  senators. 

*Z.  The  Governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers  undor  this  State,  shall 
\ie  liable  to  iinpoaehnient  for  treason,  bribery,  or  any  high  crime  or 
niisdeincanor  in  othce.  Judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend 
further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  dis(|ualification  to  hold  any 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State  ;  but  the  party  con- 
victed shall  noverthcloss  be  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment, 
and  punishment  according  to  law. 

3.  Treason  against  this  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  var 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  the  Government,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason, 
unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on 
confession  in  open  court. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

Sec.  1 .  [The  judicial  power  of  this  State  sliall  be  vested  in  a  Court  of 
Errors  and  Appeals,  a  iSuperior  Court,  a  Court  of  Chancery,  an  Or- 
phan's Court,  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  a  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  peace  and  jail  delivery,  a  Register's  Court,  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  such  other  courts  as  the  General  Assembly,  with 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  both  houses 
shall  from  time  to  time  establish.] 

2.  [To  compose  the  said  courts  there  shall  be  five  judges  in  the 
State.  One  of  them  shall  be  Chancellor  of  the  State :  he  shall  also 
be  President  of  the  Orphan's  Court :  he  may  be  appointed  in  anj 
part  of  the  State.  The  other  four  judges  shall  compose  the  Superior 
Court,  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  the  Court  of  (Gene- 
ral Sessions  of  the  peace  and  jail  delivery,  as  hereinafter  presoribed. 
One  of  them  shall  be  Chief-Justice  of  the  State,  and  may  be  ap« 
pointed  in  any  part  of  it.*  The  other  three  judges  shall  be  associate 
judges,  and  one  of  them  shall  reside  in  each  county.]  # 

3.  [The  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  the  Chief-Justice  and  two 
associate  judges.  The  Chief-Justice  shall  preside  in  every  county, 
and  in  his  absence  the  senior  associate  judge  sitting  in  the  conntT 
shall  preside.  No  associate  judge  shall  sit  in  the  county  in  which 
he  resides.  Two  of  the  said  judges  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  One 
may  open  and  adjourn  the  Court,  and  make  all  rules  necessary  for 
the  expediting  of  business. 

This  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  of  a  civil  nature, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed,  at  common  law,  and  all  other  the  jurisdio- 
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tion  and  powers  vested  by  the  laws  of  this  State  in  the  Supreme 
Court  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas.] 

4.  [The  Coiirt  of  Gonoral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery 
.-'shall  De  composed  in  each  county  of  the  same  judges  and  in  the 

44iime  manner  as  the  Superior  Court.     Two  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
"One  may  open  and  adjourn  the  Court.     This  Court  shall  have  all  the 
jurisdiction  and  powers  vcst<}d  by  the  laws  of  this  State  in  the  Court 
of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery.] 

5.  [The  Chancellor  shall  liold  the  Court  of  Chancery.  This  Court 
shrill  have  all  the  powers  vested  by  the  laws  of  this  State  in  the 
(^nurt  of  Chancery.] 

6.  [The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  shall  consist  of  all  the 
judges  except  the  Chancellor.  Three  of  the  said  judges  shall  con- 
stitute a  auoruin.     One  may  open  and  adjourn  the  Court.     This 

"Court  shall  exercise  the  jurisdiction  now  vested  in  the  courts  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery  by  the  laws  of  this  State. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Chief- Justice  the  senior  associate  present  shall 
preside.] 

7.  [The  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  shall  have  jurisdiction  to 
issue  writs  of  error  to  the  Superior  Court,  and  to  receive  appeals 
from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to  determine  finally  all  matters  in 
error  in  the  judgments  and  proceedings  of  said  Superior  Court,  and 
all  matters  of  appeal  in  the  interlocutory  or  final  decrees  and  pro- 
ceedings in  chancery.  The  Court  of  Errors  and  appeals  upon  a  writ 
nf  error  to  the  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  three  judges  at  least: 
that  is  to  say.  the  Chancellor,  who  shall  preside,  the  associate  judge 
who  could  not  on  account  of  his  residence  sit  in  the  c^use  below, 
and  one  of  the  judges  who  did  sit  in  the  said  cause.  The  judges  of 
the  Superior  Court  to  whom  it  appertains  to  hold  the  Superior  Court 
in  e:ich  county  shall  sit  alternately  in  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals in  cases  in  error  brought  from  the  Superior  Court  held  in  such 
county,  according  to  the  following  rotation :  that  is  to  say,  if  the 
judgment  below  be  rendered  in  the  Court  in  New  Castle  county  at 
the  first  term  of  the  said  Court  there,  the  Chief- Justice  shall  sit ;  if 
at  the  second  term  of  said  Court  there,  the  associate  judge  for  Kent 
r'ounty  shall  sit ;  and  if  at  the  third  term  of  said  Court  there,  the 
associate  judge  for  Sussex  county  shall  sit.  If  the  judgment  below 
be  rendered  in  the  Court  in  Kent  county  at  the  first  term  of  said 
Court  there,  the  associate  judge  for  Sussex  county  shall  sit ;  if  at  the 
second  term  of  the  said  Court  there,  the  associate  judge  for  New  Castle 
county  shall  sit ;  and  if  at  the  third  term  of  the  Court  there,  the  Chief- 
Justice  shall  sit  If  the  judgment  below  be  rendered  in  the  Court 
in  Sussex  county  at  the  first  term  of  said  Court  there,  the  associate 
judge  for  New  Castle  county  shall  sit ;  if  at  the  second  term  of  said 
Court  there,  the  Chief- justice  shall  sit,  and  if  at  the  third  term  of  said 
Court  there,  the  associate  judee  for  Kent  county  shall  sit ;  and  so  from 
term  to  term,  in  every  succeeding  rotation,  the  judges  beginning  and 
following  each  other  in  the  same  order.     But  if  in  any  case  in  the 
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Court  of  Errora  and  Appeals,  the  judge  who  sat  in  tlie  caus 
and  ought  according  to  tbie  provision  to  sit  in  the  Court  of  Br 
Appeals,  be  absent,  unable,  or  disqualified,  then  either  of  tl 
jadgcs  who  Bat  in  tho  cause  below  ma;  sit ;  and  the  Court  sh 
power  to  preretit  any  inoooTenience  or  delay  from  observiaf 
tation  above  described,  bj  making  an  order  or  regulation  fi 
of  the  judges  who  lat  in  the  cause  below,  to  ait  in  such  oaus 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  If  a  judge  did  not  ait  in  tl 
below,  ho  ahoQ  Bit  in  the  said  caHEe  in  the  Court  of  Errors  i 
pealfl,  unless  there  be  a  legal  eioeption  to  him  ;  but  the  Court, 
be  three  judges  present,  may  proceed  in  his  absence. 

Whenever  the  Superior  Court  consider  that  a  qucBtion  of  la 
to  be  decided  before  »H  the  jndeea,  they  shnll  have  power,  tl 
spplicatiou  of  either  party,  to  direct  it  to  be  beard  in  the  C 
Errors  and  Appeals ;  and  in  that  case  the  Chancellor  a.) 
jndges  shall  compose  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  th 
cellor  presiding,  and  any  four  of  them  being  a  quorum  " 
the  absence  of  the  Chancellor,  the  Chief-Justice  Hball  presid 
Superior  Court  in  eseroising  this  power  may  direct  a  cau. 
proceeded  in  to  verdict  and  judgment  in  that  Court,  or  to 
erwiac  proceeded  in,  as  shall  bo  beat  for  expediting  justice. 

Upon  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  (Jourt  of 
and  Appeals  shall  consist  of  the  Chief-Justice  and  three  i 
judges  ;  any  three  of  them  shaJl  be  a  quorum] 

8.  [In  matters  of  chancery  jurisdiction  in  which  the  Ch 
is  interested,  the  Chief- Justice  sitting  in  the  Superior  Court 
the  associate  judges,  shall  have  jurisdiction,  with  an  appei 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  which  shall  consist  in  this  cas 
three  associate  judges,  the  senior  associate  judge  pr^iding.l 

9.  [The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  commission  a  judge 
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final  jarisdiction  in  every  such  case.  This  Court  shall  have  all  the 
jarisdiction  and  powers  Tested  by  the  laws  of  this  State  in  the  Or- 
phans' Court.] 

11.  [The  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  courts  shall  be  co- 
extensive with  the  State.  Process  may  be  issued  oUt  of  each  court, 
in  either  county,  into  every  county.] 

1 2.  [The  General  Assembly,  notwithstanding  any  thing  contained 
in  this  article,  shall  have  power  to  repeal  or  alter  any  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  courts  of  Oyer  .and 
Terminer  and  General  JailJ)elivery,  or  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  or  the  Orphans'  Court,  or  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  any  matter,  or  giving  any  power  to  either 
of  said  courts.  Until  the  General  Assembly  shall  otherwise  direct, 
there  shall  be  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  in  all 
oases  in  which  there  is  an  appeal,  according  to  any  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  to  the  high  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals.] 

13.  [Until  the  General  Assembly  shall  otherwise  provide,  the 
Chancellor  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  which  any  law  of  the  State 
vests  in  the  Chancellor  besides  the  general  powers  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery ;  and  the  Chief  Justice  and  associate  judges  shall  eaoh 
singly  exercise  all  the  powers  which  any  law  of  this  State  vests  in  the 
judges  singly  of  the  Supreme  Court  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas.] 

14.  [The  Chancellor  and  judges  shall  respectively  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior,  and  receive  for  their  services  a  com- 
pensation which  shall  be  fixed  by  law  and  paid  quarterly,  and  shaU 
not  be  less  than  the  following  sums,  that  is  to  say  :--4he  annual 
salary  of  the  Chief  Justice  shall  not  be  less  than  the  sum  of  one 
thonsand  two  hundred  dollars :  and  the  annual  salary  of  the  Chan- 
cellor shall  not  be  less  than  the  sum  of  one  thonsand  one  handled 
dollars:  and  the  annual  salaries  of  the  associate  judges,  respen* 
tively,  shall  not  be  less  than  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  each. 
The^  shall  hold  no  other  office  of  profit,  nor  receive  any  fees  or  per- 
quisites in  addition  to  their  salaries  for  business  done  by  them. 
The  Governor  may,  for  any  reasonable  cause,  in  his  discretion,  re- 
move any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
of  each  branoh  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  all  cases  where  the 
Legislature  shall  so  address  the  Governor,  the  cause  of  removal  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house.  The  judge  against  whom 
the  Legislature  may  be  about  to  proceed,  shall  receive  notice  there- 
of accompanied  with  the  causes  alleged  for  his  removal,  at  least  five 
days  before  the  day  on  which  cither  house  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  act  thereupon.] 

15.  [The  General  Assembly  may  by  law  give  to  any  inferior  courts 
by  them  to  be  established,  or  to  one  or  more  justices  of  the  peace, 
jurisdiction  of  the  criminal  matters  following,  that  is  to  say :  assaults 
and  batteries,  keeping  without  license  a  public  house  of  entertain- 
ment, tavern,  inn,  ale-house,  ordinary  or  vieiualling  house,  retailing 
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or  selling  witbout  license,  wine,  rum,  brandy,  gin.  whiskey,  or  spirit- 
nous  or  mixed  liquors  contrary  to  law,  disturbing  camp-meetings 
held  for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship,  disturbing  other  meetings 
for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship,  nuisances,  horse-racing,  cock- 
fighting,  and  shooting  matuhcs.  larcenies  committed  by  negroes  or 
mulattoes,  and  the  offciice  of  knowingly  buying,  receiving  or  con- 
cealing by  negroes  or  mulattoes,  of  stolen  goods  and  things  the  sub- 
ject of  larceny,  and  of  any  negro  or  mulatto  being  accessary  to  any 
larceny.  The  iOeneral  Assembly  may  by  law  regulate  this  jurisdic- 
tion, and  provide  that  the  proceedings  shall  be  with  or  without  in- 
dictment by  grand  jury,  or  trial  by  petit  jury,  and  may  grant  or  deny 
the  privilege  of  appeal  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace : 
the  matters  within  this  section  shall  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  ex- 
cepted and  excluded  from  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  that — 
*'  No  person  shall  for  an  indictable  offence  be  proceeded  against 
criminally  by  information," — and  also  from  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution concerning  trial  by  jury. 

16.  In  civil  causes  when  pending,  the  [Superior]  Court  shall  have 
the  power,  before  judgment,  of  directing  upon  such  terms  as  they 
shall  deem  reasonable,  amendments  in  pleadings  and  legal  proceed- 
ings, so  that  by  error  in  any  of  them,  the  determination  of  eausen. 
according  to  their  real  merits,  shall  not  be  hindered ;  and  also  of  di- 
recting the  examination  of  witnesses  that  are  aged,  very  infirm,  or 
going  out  of  the  State,  upon  interrogatories  dr.  bvnm  esse,  to  be  read 
in  evidence,  in  case  of  the  death  or  departure  of  the  witnesses  before 
the  trial,  or  inability  by  reason  of  age.  sickness,  bodily  infirmity,  or 
imprisonment,  then  to  attend  :  and  alsd  the  power  of  obtaining  evi- 
dence from  places  not  within  this  State. 

17.  At  any  time  pending  an  action  for  debt  or  damages,  the  de- 
fendant may  bring  into  court  a  sum  of  money  for  discharging  the 
same,  and  the  cost  then  accrued,  and  the  plaintiff  not  accepting 
thereof,  it  shall  be  delivered  for  his  use  to  the  clerk  or  prothonotiiry 
of  the  court;  and  if,  upon  the  final  decision  of  the  cause,  the  plain- 
tiff shall  not  recover  a  greater  sum  than  that  so  paid  into  court  for 
him,  he  shall  not  recover  any  costs  accruing  after  such  payment,  ex- 
t^ept  where  the  plaintiff  is  an  executor  or  administrator. 

1 8.  By  the  death  of  any  party,  no  suit  in  ohancerv  or  at  law, 
where  the  cause  of  action  survives,  shall  abate,  but  until  the  Legis- 
lature shall  otherwise  provide,  suggestion  of  such  death  being  en- 
tered of  record,  the  executor  or  administrator  of  a  deceased  peti- 
tioner or  plaintiff  may  prosecute  the  said  suit ;  and  if  a  respondent 
or  defendant  dies,  the  executor  or  administrator  being  duly  served 
with  a  $cmfo^ia.%  thirty  days  before  the  term  thereof,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  party  to  the  suit,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  ho  had  vol- 
untarily made  himself  a  party ;  and  in  any  of  those  cases,  the  court 
shall  pass  a  decree,  or  render  judgment  for  or  against  the  executors 
or  administrators,  as  to  right  appertains.  But  where  an  executor 
or  administrator  of  a  deceased  respondent  or  defendant  becomes  a 


DELAWARE.  213 

party,  the  Court,  upon  motion,  shall  grant  such  a  continuance  of  the 
cause  as  to  the  judges  shall  appear  proper. 

10.  Whenever  a  person,  not  being  an  executor  or  administrator, 
appeals  from  a  decree  of  the  Chancellor,  or  applies  for  a  writ  of  error, 

rih  appeal  or  writ  shall  be  no  stay  of  proceeding  in  the  chancery, 
the  court  to  which  the  writ  issues,  unless  the  appellant  or  plaintiff 
in  error  shall  give  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  respectively  by 
the  Chancellor,  or  by  a  judge  of  the  court  from  which  the  writ  issues, 
that  the  appellant  or  plaintiff  in  error  shall  prosecute  respectively 
his  appeal  or  writ  to  effect,  and  pay  the  condemnation  money  and  all 
costs,  or  otherwise  abide  the  decree  in  appeal,  or  the  judgment  in 
error,  if  he  fail  to  make  his  plea  good. 

20.  No  writ  of  error  shall  be  brought  upon  any  judgment  hereto- 
fore confessed,  entered,  or  rendered,  but  within  five  years  from  this 
time ;  nor  upon  any  judgment  hereafter  to  be  confessed,  entered,  or 
rendered,  but  within  five  years  after  the  confessing,  entering,  or  ren- 
dering thereof;  unless  the  person  entitled  to  such  writhe  an  infant, 
feme  covert,  non  compos  mentis,  or  a  prisoner,  and  then  with  five 
years  exclusive  of  the  time  of  such  disability. 

2 1 .  An  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian  shall  file  every  account 
with  the  register  for  the  county,  who  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  carefully  examine  the  particulars  with  the  proofs  thereof,  in 
the  presence  of  such  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian,  and  shall 
adjui^t  and  settle  the  same,  according  to  the  very  right  of  the  matter 
and  the  law  of  the  land ;  which  account  so  settled,  shall  remain  in 
his  office  for  inspection :  and  the  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian 
shall,  within  three  months  after  such  settlement,  give  due  notice  in 
writing  to  all  persons  entitled  to  shares  of  the  estate,  or  to  their 
j^ardians  respectively,  if  residing  within  tlie  State,  that  the  account 
IS  lodged  in  the  said  office  for  inspection.  [Exceptions  may  be  made 
by  persons  concerned,  to  both  sides  of  every  such  account,  either 
denying  tlie  justice  of  the  all(»wances  made  to  the  accountant,  or 

.alleging  further  charges  against  him  ;  and.  the  exceptions  shall  be 
lieard  in  the  Orphan's  Court  for  the  county ;  and  thereupon  the  ac- 
H!!Ount  shall  be  adjusted  and  settled  according  to  the  ri^ht  of  the 
nnatter  and  the  law  of  the  land.] 

22.  The  register's  of  the  several  counties  shall  respectively  hold 
nthe  Register's  Court  in  each  county.  Upon  the  litigation  of  a  cause, 
^^e  depositions  of  the  witnesses  examined  shall  be  taken  at  large  in 

^■^rriting,  and  make  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  cause.  This  Court 
lay  issue  process  throughout  the  State,  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
itncsses.     Appeals  may  be  made  from  the  Register's  Court  to  the 

Superior]  Court,  whose  decisions  shall  be  final.     In  cases  where  a 

"^^iigiater  is  interested  in  questions  concerning  the  probate  of  wills. 
he  granting  letters  of  administration,  or  executors,  administrators. 
»r  guardians'  accounts,  the  cognizance  thereof  shall  belong  to  the 
'Orphan's  Court,  with  an  appeal  to  the  [Superior]  Court,  whose  de- 
shall  be  final. 
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23.  [Tte  prothonotary  of  the  Superior  Court  may  issiw 
take  recognizances  of  bail,  and  enter  judgmentH,  aecDrdio 
and  the  practice  of  the  Court]  No  jadgment  in  one  coo" 
biod  lands  or  tenemeata  in  iuiot'\ier,  \iut'd  a  Ustatv-inJieHfac 
iseued,  Bhnll  be  ootcred  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  prot] 
of  the  county  wherein  the  lands  or  tencmentB  are  situated. 

H.  The  GoverDor  shall  appoint  n,  oompctent  number  of 
i«  the  office  of  juBtice  of  the  peace,  not  csceedine  twe)r> 
oonntv,  until  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  tho  Legislature 
law  direct  an  addition  to  the  number,  who  shall  be  oommtsB 
seven  years,  if  no  long  they  Khali  behave  themselves  well, 
be  removed  hy  the  Governor  within  that  time  on  convictioi 
behavior  in  office,  or  on  the  address  of  both  bouses  of  the  Lej 

2:1.  The  style  in  all  process  and  public  acta  shall  be,  ■* 
of  DrJoiearc."  Prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  naj 
State. 

ARTICLE  TIL 

8ec.  1.  The  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  He 
tives,  the  Chancellor,  the  judges,  and  the  Attorney-Gene 
1^  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  conservators  of  the  peace  throuj 
State ;  and  the  Treasurer,  Kecretary.protho notaries,  register 
era,  sheriffs,  and  coroners,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  ofiieea,  1 
vators  thereof  within  the  counties  respectively  in  which  th' 

2.  The  representative,  and,  when  there  shall  be  more 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  Congress, 
voted  for  at  the  same  plnccs  where  repre.icQtativcs  in  the 
tare  are  voted  for,  and  in  the  same  manner. 

3.  [The  sheriffand  coroner  of  each  county  shall  be  cho* 
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5.  Attorncys-at-law,  all  inferor  offices  in  the  treasury  department, 
election  officers,  officers  relating  to  taxes,  to  the  poor,  and  to  high- 
ways, constables  and  hundred  officers,  shall  be  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  is  or  may  be  directed  by  law. 

6.  All  salaries  and  fees  annexed  to  officers  shall  be  moderate ;  and 
no  officer  shall  receiye  any  fees  whateyer  without  giving  to  the  per- 
son who  pays,  a  receipt  for  them,  if  required,  therein  specifying 
every  particular  and  the  charge  for  it. 

7.  No  costs  shall  be  paid  by  a  person  accused  on  a  bill  being  re- 
turned ignoramus,  nor  on  acquittal  by  a  jury. 

8.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  estates  of  religious  so- 
cieties and  corporate  bodies  shall  remain  as  if  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  had  not  been  altered.  No  [ordained]  clergyman  or  [or- 
dained] preacher  of  the  Gospel  of  any  denomination  shall  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  any  civil  office  in  the  State,  or  of  being  a  member  of 
cither  branch  of  tlic  Legislature  while  he  continues  in  the  exercise 
of  the  pastoral  or  clerical  functions. 

9.  All  the  laws  of  this  State  existing  at  the  time  of  making  this 
Constitution,  and  not  inconsistent  with  it,  shall  remain  in  force,  on- 
less  they  shall  be  altered  by  future  laws ;  and  all  actions  and  pros- 
ecutions now  pending  shall  proceed  as  if  this  Constitution  had  not 
been  made. 

10.  This  Constitution  shall  be  prefixed  to  every  edition  of  the 
laws  made  by  direction  of  the  Legislature. 

1 1.  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  pro- 
vide by  law  for  ascertaining  what  statutes  and  parts  d  statutes  shall 
continue  to  be  in  force  within  this  State ;  for  reducing  them  and  all 
acts  of  the  General  Assembly  into  such  order,  and  publishing  them 
in  such  manner,  that  thereby  the  knowledge  of  them  may  be  gener- 
ally diffused ;  for  choosing  inspectors  and  judges  of  elections,  and 
regulating  the  same  in  such  manner  as  shall  most  effectually  guard 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  entitled  to  vote ;  for  better  securing  per- 
sonal liberty,  and  easily  and  speedily  redressing  all  wrongful  re- 
straints thereof;  for  more  certainly  obtaining  returns  of  impartial 
juries ;  for  dividing  lands  and  tenements  in  sales  by  sheri£b,  where 
they  will  bear  a  division,  into  as  many  parcels  as  may  be  without 
spoiling  the  whole,  and  for  advertising  and  making  the  sales  in  such 
manner,  and  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  render  them  most  ben- 
eficial to  all  persons  concerned ;  and  for  establishing  schools,  and 
promoting  arts  and  sciences. 

12.  [No  property  qualification  shall  be  necessary  to  the  holdinff 
of  any  office  in  this  State,  except  the  office  of  senator  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  the  office  of  assessor,  inquisitor  on  lands,  and  levy 
court  commissioner,  and  except  such  offices  as  the  General  Assembly 
shall  by  law  designate.] 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  all  officers,  executive  and 
judicial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  Con- 
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Btitution  of  this  State,  and  to  perforin  the  duties  of  their  respectiTe 
offices  with  fidelity. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

The  General  Assembly,  whenever  two-thirds  of  each  house  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Grovernor,  pro- 
pose amendments  to  this  Constitution,  and  at  least  three,  and  not 
more  than  six  months  before  the  next  general  election  of  represent- 
atives, duly  publish  them  in  print  for  the  consideration  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  if  three-fourths  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  shall,  af- 
ter such  an  election  and  before  another,  ratify  the  said  amendments, 
they  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  parts  of  this  Con- 
stitution. No  convention  shall  bo  called  but  by  the  authority  of  the 
people :  and  an  unexceptionable  mode  of  making  their  sense  known 
will  be  for  them  at  a  [special  election  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May 
in  any  year]  to  vote  by  ballot  for  or  against  a  convention,  as  tliev 
shall  severaUy  choos«  to  do ;  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear  that  a 
majority  of  all  the  citizens  in  the  State,  having  right  to  vote  for  rep- 
resentatives, have  voted  for  a  convention,  the  General  Assembly  sliall 
accordingly  at  their  next  session  call  a  convention,  to  con$i.st  of  :«r 
least  as  many  members  as  there  arc  in  both  houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner,  at  tlie  same  places,  and  at 
the  same  time  that  representatives  are  by  the  citizens  entitled  t<i 
vote  for  representatives,  on  due  notice  given  for  one  month,  and  t:> 
meet  within  three  months  after  they  shall  bo  elect^jd.  [The  major- 
ity of  all  the  citizens  in  the  State  having  right  to  vote  for  represeut- 
atives  shall  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  highest  number  of 
votes  cast  in  the  State  at  any  one  of  the  three  general  elections, 
next  preceding  the  day  of  voting  for  a  convention,  except  when  they 
may  be  less  than  the  whole  number  of  votes  voted  both  for  and 
against  a  convention,  in  which  case  the  said  majority  shall  be  asc^rr- 
tained  by  reference  to  the  number  of  voton  given  on  the  day  of  vot- 
ing for  or  against  a  convention ;  and  whenever  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  deem  a  couvention  necessary,  tlioy  sliall  provide  by  law  for 
the  holding  of  a  special  election  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sense  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  entitled  to  vote  for 
representatives.]  • 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconveniences  mav  arise  from  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  of  thin  State,  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  com- 
plete operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained  as  follows : — 

Skc.  1.  The  offices  of  the  present  Senate  and  Representatives 
shall  not  be  vacated  by  any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  made 
in  this  Convention,  nor  otherwise  affi;cted,  except  that  the  terms  of 
the  representatives  and  tlie  terms  of  the  senators  which  will  ex- 
pire on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two.  are  hereby  extended  to  the 
second  Tuesday  of  November,  in  that  year :  and  the  terms  of  the 
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senatcrs  which  will  expire  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  in  fcho 
rear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -three,  are 
hereby  extended  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  in  that  year : 
And  the  terms  of  the  Senators  which  will  expire  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tliousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  are  hereby  extended  to  the  second  Tuesday 
of  November,  in  that  year. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Janu- 
ary next,  and  shall  not  be  within  the  amended  provision  respecting 
biennial  sessions,  which  biennial  sessions  shall  commence  with  the  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tliousaud  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
2.  The  offices  of  the  present  sherifis  and  coroners  shall  not  be  vaca- 
ted by  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  made  in  this  Convtntioii. 
nor  otherwise  affected,  except  that  the  term  of  office  of  the  sheriff  of  Sus- 
sex county  is  hereby  extended  U)  the  second  Tuesday  of  Noveqiber,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and 
until  a  successor  bo  duly  ({ualitied  :  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty" 
two,  shall  be  the  first  election  for  sheriff  in  Sussex  county  under  thiin 
amended  Constitution.  And  the  term  of  the  present  coroner  for 
Sussex  county  is  hereby  extended  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  and  until  a  successor  shall  be  duly  qualified  ;  and  on  the 
said  last  mentioned  day  shall  be  the  first  election  for  coroner  in 
Sussex  county  under  this  amended  Constitution. 

The  terms  of  the  present  sheriffs  and  coroners  for  Kent  county 
and  New  Castle  county  are  hereby  extended  to  the  second  Tuesday 
of  Novemlicr,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  and  until  successors  to  them  respectively  be  duly 
qualified  ;  and  on  or  after  the  first  Tuesday  of  November,  in  th« 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  the 
Governor  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  sheriff  and  a  coroner  for 
New  Castle  county,  and  a  sheriff'  and  coroner  for  Kent  county,  to 
continue  in  office  until  the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and 
until  successors  to  them  respectively  be  duly  qualified.  And  on 
the  said  last  mentioned  day  shall  be  the  first  election  for  sheriff  and 
for  coroner  in  New  Castle  county  and  in  Kent  county  under  this 
amended  Constitution,  unless  a  vacancy  happen  in  the  office  of 
sheriff  or  coroner  of  New  Castle  or  Kent  county,  or  of  coroner  for 
Sussex  county  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two ;  in  whid) 
case  an  election  shall  be  held  on  that  day  for  a  sheriff  or  a  coroner 
under  this  amended  Constitution,  in  place  of  the  sheriff  or  coroner 
whoso  office  had  become  vacant. 

3.  .The  first  election  for  representatives  under  this  amended  Con- 
stitution shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  in  the 
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year  of  our  Lord  one  tboasonil  eight  hnn<lred  and  tl^ 
(rtiich  ahatl  be  the  commencement  of  btoDnial  elections, 
election  one  senator  Bhall  bo  chosen  in  each  county  for  fi^ 
Also  at  the  biennial  elccldon  to  be  held  in  the  aeyeral  counti^ 
second  TucBday  of  November,  ia  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  t 

'  eight  hundred  aad  thirtj-four,  two  senators  shall  bo  cho^n 
county  for  four  years  each.  But  aa  the  term  of  one  scnatot 
ootinty  will  expire  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  in 
if  our  Lord  one  thouBaud  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, ' 
election  will  be  held  to  provide  for  this  special  case,  a  sens 
he  chosen  in  each  county,  at  the  election  held  on  the  seooi 
dtoy  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thonsand  ei 
dred  and  thirty-two.  for  one  year,  to  sucoced  the  senator 
counlj'  whoso  terra  shall  expire  oa  the  second  Tuesday  of 
ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  haai 
thirty.|hroe,  and  to  continue  in  office  until  the  second  Tt 
November,  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun' 
''Hiirty-fonr,  when  two  senators  shall  be  chosen   in  each  c 

•  ^^bre-providod. 

4,  The  term  of  office  of  the  present  Governor  ehall  not 
t«d  nor  extended  by  amendment  made  to  the  Conatitntio 
Convention  ;  but  the  said  office  shall  continue  daring  tiu 
terra  thereof,  hut  the  ninth  and  fourteenth  sections  of  Uie  t 
cle  of  this  Constitution  shall  bo  immediately  in  force  as  t 
An  election  for  Governor  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tt 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hnn 
thirty- two. 

5.  This  Constitution  aa  amended,  so  far  as  shall  concer 
[licial  department,  shall  commence  and  be  in  operation  1 
after  the   third   Tuesday  of  January,  in   the  year  of  onr 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two.     All  the  courts  o 
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nf  Common   Pleats,  and  all  hooka,  records,  and  papers  of  the  said 
f.'ourts.  shall   be  transferred  to  the  Superior  (.^ourt  established  by 
this  amended  Constitution,  and   the  said  suits,  proceedings,  and 
matters  shall  be  proceeded  in  to  final  judgment  or  determination  in 
the   said   Superior  Court.     All  indictments,  proceedings,  and  mat- 
ters which,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two.  shall  be  depending  in 
the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  De- 
livery, shall  be  transferred  to  and  proceeded  in  to  final  judgment 
and  determination  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
and  Jail  Delivery,  established  by  this  amended  Constitution,  and 
all  books,  records,  and  papers  of  said  Court  of  General  Quarter  Se:*- 
Hions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
8aid  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery.     All 
suits,  proceedings,  and  matters  which  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Jan- 
uary, in  the  year   of  (mr  Lord  one   thousand  eight  hundred  and 
tbirty-two,  shall  be  depending  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  or  in  the 
Orphans'  Court,  and  all  records,  books,  and  papers  of  said  courts 
respectively,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  or  Or- 
phans' Court  respectively,  established  by  this  amended  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  said  suits,  proceedings,  and  matters  shall  proceed  in 
to  final  decree,  order,  or  other  determination. 

0.  The  regist<?r's  courts  and  justices  of  the  peace  shall  not  be  affect- 
ed by  any  amendments  of  the  Constitution  made  in  this  Convention  ; 
but  the  said  courts  and  the  terms  of  office  of  registers  and  justices 
of  the  peace  shall  remain  the  same  as  if  said  amendments  had  not 
been  made. 

7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  make  any  law  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  efiitct  this  amended  Constitution. 

8.  The  provision  in  the  twentieth  section  of  the  sixth  article  of 
this  amended  Constitution  (being  the  thirtieth  section  of  the  sixtii 
article  of  the  original  (Constitution)  of  limitation  of  writs  of  error, 
shall  have  relation  to.  and  take  date  from,  the  twelfth  dav  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  the  date  of  said  original  Constitution. 

9.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  election  to 
supply  vacancies  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  that  have 
happened  or  may  happen. 

lU.  It  is  declared  that  nothing  in  this  amended  Constitution 
jnTes  a  writ  of  error  from  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  to  the 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  and  Jail  Delivery,  nor  an  appeal  from  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Deliver}'. 

The  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  increasing  the  number  of  jus- 
Uces  of  the  peace,  shall  remain  in  force  until  repealed  by  the  (i ente- 
ral Assembly ;  and  no  office  shall  be  vacated  by  the  anienduient  to 
^is  Constitution,  unless  the  same  be  expressly  vacated  thon-bv.  or 
^e  vacating  the  same  is  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  amcndni'^uts. 
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Ill  ICT:;.  GrnrTc  Calvert  (Lord  Rnliiin(ire>,  h  dlsiinfruiMied  Calholic,  a.p- 
pliiil  tci  <;liarli.-s  1.  (br  a  iiTMton-  luinh  of  Virs[iiiia,  for  rhe  pufpcxe  at  e»- 
iMishins;  a  coluny.  Bi-lbrp  tlic  eraiii  h:id  pa»cd  (he  ixiyal  seal.  Lord  B. 
dird.  Al"Hii  lu-o  liiiinthK  allcriranlK,  Uh?  k-rritiHT  irnit  granted  lo  Cecil  Cftl- 
ren.  nldeM  min  iirCk-u.,  [xiwLunl  B.  In  hoiiur  of  Ili-nrii-lia  Mnrin,*  It  n-as  call- 
ivl  Mnrylniiil.  l-iviiKul  Cahvn.  trtthrrol'  Lord  n..viiKappofiitctI  finil  Got. 
H>;  Willi  abiint  'JOO  Cutlinlic  crnim'nrlH,  citiiu-  ov«r  in  IC34,  nnd  locatnl  them- 
N^lvc*  at  Kt.  Mary'd.  .Many  cirL-iimsiiiniiii  lamrnl  the  KCKlement  and  tn- 
i^ri^nsc  III'  Marylnul.  'I'hi*  Mill  aiut  the  i-liinnte  were  invilin];,  bui  whni  added 
iinnr  III  li»  tn^iHth.  wax  lliiii  I'qiial  pniiccilnn  van  in^ntml  Ui  all  ivliiiiou!'  Ae- 
tunninalidriH,  nnil  ih"  priiplc  witr  pvrtnillnl  to  moke  llicir  on'n  lau-n,  Th--- 
(in>t  nssi-mlily  n-.i*  eomjiiiKcd  ataW  thi;  frt-rnKn  in  (he  niltniv.  In  1639,  Iheie 
wjiK  a  chance — ibp  HcniM'ofAiwt-mblv  wasmadenpol'rpprrKFmaiivmchuwn 
In-  ilr-  p"ii|>1e.  In  Hi30.  (IiiTe  wa«  aoixhiT  chanp-,  nnd  a  Gonmituiion  adopt- 
(nI,  liy  which  ihe  Lp|,'js1,iiiirc  was  iliviili'd  intoiHii  Imu^o.  onc(obecomp09Pd 
111'  r-'imwiiiative*  chiKi'ti  l.v  tlie  people ;  Ihe  iHlicr  i)f  pormms  appoiniwl  bv 
llie  pniprk-Icirs.  Bin  ihi'ri-  w.-in  no  portnan'i!t  pnvriini^ni,  as  chanties  wii: 
'."itiiiniialh'  iiikins  plan-,  nniil  the  he^nninjt  ol'  the  Itrvolulion,  when  (he 
riiittmrity  li'll  in  (he  hundH  ol'tlie  pvople.  tn  177G,  Ihev  ailopti'd  their  pment 
('«n^«(nil«n,  wliidi  ban  fn-qnenlly  Iwrn  amnidU.  Man-land,  from  Ihe  Gmi, 
■*-ris  ar-iiv.'  ill  if-litiii:;  Urilish  oppicstion,  anil  bore  her  lull  nharc  In  (he  hard- 
sliifis  of  iIh"  Kr-voliitiiHinrr  V/ar. 

Aren,  VJ-taO.    Pop.  mi.-XH. 

*  Queen  if  Chailci  I. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

I.  That  the  Legislature  consist  of  two  distinct  branches,  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Delegates,  which  shall  be  styled,  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland. 

II.  That  the  House  of  Delegates  shall  be  chosen  in  the  following 
manner :  all  freemen  qualified  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of  Octo- 
l>or,  seventeen  hundred  and  scyenty-seycn,  and  on  the  same  day  in 
i-very  year  thereafter,  assemble  in  the  counties  in  which  they  are 
re apcctively  qualified  to  vote ;  and,  when  assembled,  they  shall  pro- 
ceed to  elect  four  delegates  for  their  respective  counties,  of  the  most 
wise,  sensible,  and  discreet  of  the  people,  residents  in  the  county 
where  they  are  to  be  chosen  one  whole  year  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion, abore  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  and  upon  the  final  casting  of  thi> 
{K)lls,  the  four  persons  who  shall  appear  to  have  the  greatest  number 
of  legal  votes  shall  be  declared  and  returned  duly  elected  for  tlieir 
respective  county. 

I V.  That  all  persons,  qualified  by  the  charter  of  the  city  of  An- 
napolis to  vote  for  burgesses,  shall,  on  the  same  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  on  the  same  day 
in  every  year  forever  thereafter,  elect,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  two 
'lelegates  qualified  agreeably  to  the  said  charter. 

V.  That  all  persons,  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  town,  and  having 
the  same  qualifications  as  electors  in  the  county,  shall,  on  the  sanity 
first  Monday  of  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and 
an  the  same  day  in  every  year  forever  thereafter,  elect,  by  a  majority 
of  TOtes,  two  delegates ;  but  if  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  town  shnll 
so  decrease,  as  that  the  number  of  persons  having  a  i*ight  of  suflfragc 
theTein  shall  have  been,  for  the  space  of  seven  years  successively. 
less  than  one-half  the  number  of  voters  in  some  one  county  in  this 
State,  such  town  *shall  thenceforward  cease  to  send  two  delegates  or 
representatives  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  until  the  said  town  shall 
2iave  one-half  of  the  number  of  voters  in  some  one  county  in  this 
State. 

VI.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  or  be  elected  delegates  for  Baltimore  county :  neither  shall  the 
inhabitants  of  Baltimore  county,  out  of  the  limits  of  Baltimore  town. 
be  entitled  to  vote  for,  or  be  elected,  delegates  for  the  said  town. 

VII.  That,  on  refusal,  death,  disr^ualification,  resignation,  or  re- 
moval out  of  this  State,  of  any  delegate,  or  on  his  becoming  Gover- 
nor or  member  of  the  Council,  a  warrant  of  election  shall  issue  by  the 
Speaker,  for  the  election  of  another  in  his  place ;  of  which  ten  day.s' 
notice  at  the  least  (excluding  the  day  of  notice  and  the  day  of  elec- 
tion) shall  be  given. 

VIII.  That  no  less  than  a  majority  of  the  delegates,  with  their 
Speaker,  (to  be  chosen  by  them  by  ballot,)  constitute  a  house  for 
i-he  transaction  of  any  business,  other  than  that  of  adjourning. 
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IX.  That  the  Houflo  of  Delegates  shall  judge  of  t — a^^*  *^ 
and  qualification!!  of  delegates. 

X.  That  the  Houiio  of  Delegates  may  originate  all  "»*•" 
propose  bills  to  the  Senate,  or  receive  those  offered  by^i^^^  "*' 
ana  assent,  dissent,  or  propose  amendments ;  that  they  ^  may 
on  the  oath  of  witnesses,  into  all  oomplaiuts,  grievan'  .^^csb, 
fences,  as  the  grand  inquest  of  this  State,  and  may  com.M:  .xnimil 
son,  for  any  crime,  to  the  public  jail,  there  to  remain  ti  ^  -^iU  l 
charged  bj  due  course  of  law.  They  may  expel  any  TiM~'^'~""'ni 
great  misdemeanor,  bnt  not  a  second  tLme  for  the  ^^  sain 
They  may  examine  and  pass  all  accounts  of  the  Hliw  ■  "Mu 
either  to  tJie  collection  or  expenditure  of  the  revenue^  oi~^c-  ''apr 
ditors  to  state  and  adjust  the  same.  They  may  call  for  c  '»up 
official  papers  and  records,  and  send  for  persons  whoii:^^:^^  thi 
judge  necessary  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries,  conoei  --I'uing 
relating  to  the  public  interest ;  and  may  direct  all  office  b-  ^nda  < 
shall  be  made  payable  to  the  9tate]  to  be  sued  for  an^^^  brei 
duty. 

XL  That  the  Senate  may  bo  at  full  and  perfect  liberty to  e> 

tlieir  judgment  in  passing  laws;  and  that  tlicy  may  ik~  ot  b( 
pcUed  \iy  the  House  of  Delegates,  either  to  reject  u  :^r:i»oM 
whicli  the  emergency  of  nffairs  may  require,  or  to  aase  :•** 
other  act  of  legislation,  in  their  conscience  and  judgnk.  ^'^^  , 
ous  to  the  public  welfere,  the  House  of  Delegates  ah*^*-  -■ 
jiny  occasion,  or  under  any  pretence,  annex  to,  or  bl^  "^^^ 
money  bill,  any  matter,  clause,  or  thing  not  immodiately  '^^  ""*». 
aud  necessary  for  the  imposing,  assessing,  levying,  or  np  '^^^'^ 
taxes  or  supplies  to  he  raised  for  the  support  of  govern  m^^^^^i 
current  eipensoa  of  the  State ;  and  to  prevent  altercu  ''^^^L 
such  hills,  it  is  declared,  that  no  bill  imposing  duties  or  cs^ 
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niiog  any  person  committed  by  the  House ;  and  the  Senate  may  ex- 
ercise the  same  power  iu  similar  cases. 

XIII.  That  the  treasurers  (one  for  the  western,  and  another  for 
he  eastern  sliorc)  and  the  commissioners  of  the  loan  office,  may  be 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  during  their  pleasure :  and. 
n  case  of  a  refusal,  death,  resignation,  disqualification,  or  removal 
lut  of  the  Stat«,  of  any  of  the  said  commissioners  or  treasurers,  in 
he  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
if  the  Council,  may  appoint  and  commission  a  fit  and  proper  ])cri.on 
o  such  vacant  office,  to  hold  the  same  untU  the  meeting  of  the  next 
icneral  Assembly. 

XIV.  That  the  Senate  be  chosen  in  the  following  m:inncr :  all 
icrsons  qualified  to  vote  for  county  delegates,  shall,  on  the  first  3Ion- 
lay  of  September,  178 1,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  fifth  year  for- 
ver  thereafter,  elect,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  two  persons  for  their 
espective  counties  ((|ualified  to  be  elected  county  delegates)  to  bo 
lectors  of  the  Senate :  And  all  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  dolo- 
ates  for  the  city  of  Annapolis  and  Baltimore  town,  shall,  on  tlio 
ime  first  Monday  of  September,  1781.  and  on  the  same  day  iu  every 
fth  year  forever  thereafter,  elect  by  a  majority  of  votes,  one  pi»r- 
on  for  the  said  city  and  town  respectively,  qualified  to  be  elected  a 
elegatc  for  the  said  city  and  town  respectively ;  the  said  election  to 
0  held  in  the  same  manner  as  the  election  of  delegates  for  the  said 
ity  and  town  :  the  right  to  elect  the  said  electors,  with  respect  to 
^timore  town,  to  continue  as  long  as  the  right  to  elect  delegates 
>r  the  said  town. 

•XV.  That  the  said  electors  of  the  Senate  meet  at  the  city  of 
innapolis,  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be  appointed  for  convening 
lie  Legislature,  on  the  third  Monday  in  September,  1781,  and  on 
Mi»^  MUne  day  in  every  fifbli  year  forever  thereafter ;  and  they,  or 
mw  twenty-four  of  them,  so  met,  shall  proceed  to  elect,  by  ballot. 
itner  out  of  their  own  l)ody,  or  the  people  at  large,  fifteen  senators. 
line  of  whom"  to  be  residents  on  the  western,  and  six  to  be  resi- 
ents  on  the  eastern  shore,)  men  of  the  most  wisdom^  experience. 
ad  virtue,  above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  residents  of  the  State 
bove  three  whole  years  next  preceding  the  election. 

XVI.  That  the  senators  shall  be  balloted  for  at  one  and  the  same 
me ;  and  out  of  the  gentlemen,  residents  of  the  western  shore. 
ho  shall  be  proposed  as  senators,  the  nine  who  shall,  on  striking 
le  balbts,  appear  to  have  the  greatest  numbers  in  their  favor,  shall 
B  accordingly  declared  and  returned  duly  elected ;  and  out  of  the 
entlemen,  residents  on  the  eastern  shore,  who  shall  be  proposed  as 
mators,  the  six  who  shall,  on  striking  the  ballots,  appear  to  have 
le  gr^test  numbers  in  their  favor,  shall  be  accordingly  declared 
ad  returned  duly  elected ;  and  if  two  or  more,  on  the  same  shore, 
ball  have  an  eaual  number  of  ballots  in  their  favor,  by  which  the 
hoice  shall  not  oe  determined  on  the  first  ballot,  then  the  electors  shall 
gaia  ballot  before  they  separate,  in  which  they  shall  be  oonfined  to 
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the  persons  who  on  the  first  ballot  shall  have  had  an  equal  number; 
and  they  who  shall  have  the  greatest  number  in  their  &yor  on 
the  second  ballot,  shall  be  accordingly  declared  and  returned  duly 
elected ;  and  if  the  wliole  number  should  not  thus  be  made  up,  be- 
(^ause  of  an  c({ual  number  on  the  second  ballot  still  being  in  favor  of 
two  or  mure  persons,  then  the  election  shall  be  determined  by  lot  be- 
tween those  who  have  equal  numbers ;  which  proceediuffs  of  the 
''lectors  shall  bo  certified  under  their  hands,  and  returned  to  the 
t.-hancellor  for  the  time  beinj^. 

XVII.  That  the  electors  of  senators  shall  judge  of  the  qualificatioDS 
and  elections  of  members  of  their  body ;  and  on  a  contested  election, 
■)hall  admit  to  u  scat,  as  an  elector,  such  qualified  person  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  tliem  to  have  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes  in  his  favon 

XV III.  That  the  electors,  immediately  on  their  meeting,  and  be- 
fore they  proceed  t^j  tlie  election  of  senators,  take  such  oath  of  sup- 
]'ort  and  fidelity  to  tliis  State  as  this  Convention  or  the  Legislatore 

^liall  direct,  and  also  nn  oatli  -*  to  elect  without  favor,  afiection,  par- 
tiality, or  prejudice,  such  persons  for  senators  as  they  in  their  judg- 
ment and  conscience  believe  best  (qualified  for  the  omee." 

XIX.  Tliat,  in  case  of  refusal,  death,  resignation,  disqualification, 
or  removal  out  of  this  State  of  any  senator,  or  on  his  becoming  GoT- 
(Tuor.  or  a  member  of  the  Council,  the  Senate  shall,  immediately 
tliereupon.  or  at  their  next  meeting  thereafter,  elect  by  ballot  (in  the 
same  manner  as  the  electors  are  above  directed  to  choose  senators) 
.mother  in  his  place,  for  i\\v.  residue  of  the  said  term  of  five  years. 

XX.  That  not  less  than  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  with  their 
])rcsident,  (t<)  be  chosen  by  them  by  ballot.)  shall  constitute  a  house 
for  the  transact iup;  any  business  other  than  that  of  adjourning. 

XXI.  That  the  Senate  shall  judge  of  the  elections  and  qualifica- 
tion of  senators. 

XXII.  Tliat  tlio  Si'uatc  may  originate  any  other,  except  money- 
bills,  to  which  their  as.sont  or  dissent  only  shall  be  given :  and  may 
receive  any  other  bills  from  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  assent,  dis- 
sent, or  propose  amendments. 

XXIII.  That  the  General  Assembly  meet  annually,  (see  Art.  17, 
:'bov'\)  and  if  necessary,  oftonor. 

XXIV.  That  each  house  shall  appoint  its  own  officers,  and  settle 
its  own  rules  of  proceeding. 

XXV.  That  a  person  of  wisdom,  experience,  and  virtue  shall  be 
chosen  Governor,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  l)oth  houses,  (to  be  taken  in 
«»aeh  house  respectively.)  deposited  in  a  conference  room,  the  boxes 
to  be  examined  by  a  joint  committee  of  both  houses,  and  the  num- 
l)ers  severally  reported,  that  the  appointment  may  be  entered  ;  which 
mode  of  taking  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  shall  be  adopted  in 
all  eases.  But  if  two  or  more  shall  have  an  e(|ual  number  of  ballots 
in  their  favor,  by  which  the  choice  shall  not  be  determined  on  the 
first  ballot,  then  a  second  ballot  shall  be  taken,  which  shall  be  con- 
fined to  the  persons  who  on  the  first  ballot  shall  have  an  equal  nam- 
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ber ;  and  if  the  ballota  should  again  be  equal  between  two  or  more 
persons,  then  the  election  of  the  Governor  shall  be  determined  by  . 
lot  between  those  who  have  equal  numbers ;  and  if  the  person  chosen 
Governor  shall  die,  resign,  remove  out  of  the  State,  or  refuse  to  act, 
(sitting  the  General  Assemble,)  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates 
shall  immediately  thereupon  proceed  to  a  new  choice,  in  manner 
aforesaid. 

XXVI.  That  the  senators  and  delegates  elect  by  joint  ballot  (in 
the  same  manner  as  senators  are  directed  to  be  chosen)  five  of  the 
most  sensible,  discreet  and  experienced  men,  above  twenty-five  years 
of  a^,  residents  in  the  State  above  three  years  next  preceding  the 
election,  to  be  the  Council  to  the  Governor,  whose  proceedings  shall 
be  always  entered  on  record,  to  any  part  whereof  any  member  may 
tenter  his  dissent ;  and  their  advice,  if  so  required  by  the  Governor, 
or  any  member  of  tlie  Council,  shall  be  given  in  writing,  and  signed 
by  the  members  giving  the  same  respectively ;  which  proceedings  of 
the  Council  shall  be  laid  before  the  Senate  or  House  of  Delegates, 
when  called  for  by  them  or  either  of  them.  The  Council  may  ap- 
point their  own  clerk,  who  shall  take  such  oath  of  support  and 
fidelity  to  this  State,  as  this  Convention  or  the  Legislature  shall  di- 
rect ;  and  of  secrecy,  in  such  matters  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the 
Board  to  keep  secret. 

XXYIII.  That  the  senators  and  delegates,  immediately  on  their 
annual  meeting,  and  before  they  proceed  to  any  business,  and  every 
persoi}  hereafter  elected  a  senator  or  delegate,  before  he  acts  as  such, 
shall  take  an  oath  of  support  and  fidelity  to  this  State,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  l^efore  the  election  of  a  Governor,  or  members  of  the  Council, 
shall  take  an  oath,  *'  to  elect  witliout  favor,  affection,  partiality,  or 
•  prejudice,  such  person  as  Governor,  or  member  of  the  Council,  :is 
they,  in  their  judgment  and  conscience,  believe  best  (Qualified  for  the 
office." 

XXIX.  That  the  Senate  and  Delegates  may  adjourn  themselves 
respectively ;  but  if  the  t^o  houses  shall  not  agree  on  the  same  tinio, 
but  adjourn  to  different  days,  then  shall  the  Governor  appoint  and 
notify  one  of  those  days,  or  some  day  between ;  and  the  Assembly 
shall  then  meet  and  be  held  accordingly :  and  he  shall,  if  necessary, 
by  advice  of  the  Council,  call  them  before  the  time  to  which  they  shall 
in  any  manner  be  adjourned,  on  giving  not  less  than  ten  days'  notice 
thereof:  bat  the  Governor  shall  not  adjourn  the  Assembly,  otherwise 
than  as  aforesaid,  nor  prorogue  nor  dissolve  it  at  any  time. 

XXX.  That  no  person,  unless  above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and 
a  resident  in  this  State  above  five  years  next  prececUng  the  election, 
«hall  be  eligible  as  Governor. 

XXXI.  That  the  Governor  shall  not  continue  in  tliat  office  longer 
^than  three  years  successively,  nor  be  eligible  as  Governor  until  the 
expiration  of  four  years  after  he  shall  have  been  out  of  that  office. 

XXXII.  That  upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  out  of  this 
State  of  the  Governor  the  first  named  of  the  Council  for  the  time 
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being,  shall  act  as  Governor,  und  qualify  in  the  .same  manner  the 
Goncmf  Assembly,  at  which  meeting,  a  Governor  shall  be  uppoiiited, 
iu  manner  aforesaid,  for  the  residue  of  the  year. 

XXXITI.  That  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  cou- 
t^cnt  of  the  Council,  may  embody  the  militia  ;  and,  when  embodied, 
shall  alone  have  the  direction  thereof:  and  shall  also  have  the  di- 
rection of  all  the  regular  land  and  sea  forces,  under  the  laws  of  this 
State.  (])ut  he  shall  not  command  in  person,  unless  advised  thereto 
bv  the  Council,  and  then  only  so  long  as  they  shall  approve  there- 
C'f :)  and  may  alone  exercise  all  other  the  executive  powers  of  gov- 
ernment, where  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  is  not  required,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  grant  reprieves  or  pardon> 
for  any  crime,  except  in  such  cases  where  the  law  shall  otherwise 
direct ;  and  may  also  order  and  compel  any  ve.^sel  to  ride  quaran- 
tine, if  such  vessel,  or  the  port  from  which  she  shall  have  come, 
sliall,  on  strong  grounds,  be  suspected  to  be  infected  with  the  plague : 
but  the  Governor  shall  not,  under  any  pretence,  exercise  any  power 
or  prerogative,  by  virtue  of  any  law,  statute,  or  custom  of  England  or 
Great  Britain. 

XXXIV.  That  the  members  of  the  Council,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  when  convened,  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  tran:*- 
aoting  of  business  :  that  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  pre- 
side ip  th»  Council,  and  be  entitled  to  a  vote  on  all  questions  in 
which  tliey  shall  be  divided  in  opinion ;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  first  named  of  the  Council  shall  preside,  and,  as  suck,  shall 
also  vote  in  all  cases  where  the  other  members  disagree  in  their  opinion 

XXXV.  That,  in  cases  of  refusal,  death,  resignation,  disqualifi- 
cition,  or  removal  out  of  the  State,  by  any  person  chosen  a  member. 
of  the  Council,  the  members  thereof,  immediately  thereupon,  or  at 
t'aeir  next  meeting  thereafter,  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  another  person 
(t|ualified)  in  his  place,  for  the  residue  of  the  year. 

XXXVI.  That  the  Council  shall  have  power  to  make  the  great 
f*eal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the  Chancellor  for  the 
trme  being,  and  affixed  to  all  laws,  commissions,  grants,  and  other 
public  testimonials,  as  has  been  heretofore  practised  in  this  State. 

XXXVII.  That  no  senator,  delegate  of  the  Assembly,  or  member 
of  the  Council,  if  he  shall  qualify  as  such,  shall  hold  or  execute  any 
office  of  profit,  or  receive  the  profits  of  any  office  exercised  by  any 
other  person,  during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  be  elected ;  nof 
.■nhall  any  Grovemor  be  capable  of  holding  any  other  office  of  profit 
in  this  State,  while  he  acts  as  such ;  and  no  person,  holding  a  plaoo 
of  profit,  or  receiving  any  part  of  the  profits  thereof,  or  receiving  the 
profits  arising  on  any  agency,  for  the  supply  of  clothing  or  provis- 
ions for  the  army  or  navy,  or  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them — or  a  minister,  or  preacher  of  the  gospel  of 
any  denomination — or  any  person  employed  in  the  regular  land  ser- 
vice, or  marine,  of  this  or  the  United  States,  shall  have  a  seat  in 
the  General  Assembly,  or  in  the  Oonncil  of  this  State. 
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XXXVIII.  That  every  Governor,  senator,  delegate  to  Assembly, 
and  member  of  the  Council,  before  he  acts  as  such,  shall  take  an 
oath,  "  that  he  will  not  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  at  any  time, 
any  part  of  the  profits  of  any  office  held  by  any  other  person,  dur- 
ing his  acting  in  his  office  of  Governor,  senator,  delegate  to  Assem* 
Uy,  or  member  of  the  Council,  or  the  profits,  or  any  part  of  the 
profits,  arising  on  any  agency  for  the  supply  of  clothing  or  provis- 
ions for  the  army  or  navy." 

XXXIX.  That  if  any  senator,  delegate  to  Assembly,  or  member 
of  the  Council,  shall  hold  or  execute  any  office  of  profit,  or  receive, 
directly  or  indirectly,  at  any  time,  the  profits,  or  any  part  of  the 
profits,  of  any  office  exercised  by  any  other  person,  during  his  act- 
ing as  senator,  delegate  to  Assembly,  or  member  of  the  Council — 
his  seat  (on  conviction  in  a  court  of  law,  by  the  oath  of  two  credible 
witnesses)  shall  be  void ;  and  he  shall  suffer  the  punishment  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  or  be  banished  this  State  forever,  or  dis- 
qualified forever  from  holding  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit, 
as  the  Court  may  adjudge. 

XL.  That  the  Chancellor,  the  Attorney-General,  the  clerks 
of  the  county  courts,  the  registers  of  the  land  office,  and  the  regis- 
ters of  wills,  shall  hold  their  commissions  during  good  behavior, 
removable  only  for  misbehavior,  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  law. 

XLI.  -That  there  be  a  register  of  wills  appointed  for  •ach 
county,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  on  the  joint 
Tecommendation  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates ;  and  that, 
upon  the  death,  resignation,  disqualification,  or  removal  out  of  the 
county,  by  any  register  of  wills,  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  may  appoint  and 
commission  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  such  vacant  office,  to  hold  the 
same  until  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

XLII.  That  sheriffs  shall  be  elected  in  each  county,  by  ballot,  every 
third  year  ;  that  is  to  say,  two  persons  for  the  office  of  sheriff  for 
e§ch  county,  the  one  of  whom  having  the  majority  of  the  votes,  or 
if  both  have  an  equal  number,  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Governor,  to  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  for  the  said  office ; 
and  having  served  for  three  years,  such  person  shall  be  ineligible  for 
the  four  years  next  succeeding ;  bond  with  security  to  be  taken 
ewfiTj  year  as  usual :  and  no  sheriff  shall  be  qualified  to  act  before 
the  same  be  given.  In  case  of  death,  refusal,  resignation,  disquali- 
fication, or  removal  out  of  the  county,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
three  years,  the  other  person,  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor  to  execute  the  said  office  for  the  residue  of 
the  said  three  years,  the  said  person  giving  bond  with  security  as 
aforesaid ;  and,  in  case  of  his  death,  refnsal,  resignation,  disqualifi- 
cation, or  removal  out  of  the  county,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
said  three  years,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  may 
nominate  and  commission  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  execute  the  said 
office  for  the  residue  of  the  said  three  years,  the  said  person  gtviug 
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bond  uid  Beoarity  as  aforesaid.     Tlic  clt^ction  eliall  be  h^^  .^eid  at 
same  timo  and  place  appointed  for  the  election  of  dclega*^  "S***^- 

Crson  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  sheriff  for  a  county,  tr*'  ^'^^  " 
biUnt  of  the  said  county,  ftbovo  the  iige  of  twenty-one  yea«:*  ^3a«- 
jnsticea  shall  examine  the  ballotii ;  and  tbc  two  candidates  'f  ^^  f^'^ 
qualified,  having  in  each  county  the  majority  of  legal  ball»  X" -Elola, 
be  declared  duly  elected  for  the  office  of  Hbcriff  for  aach  colp"  «-"*  ount 
returned  to  the  ftovcrnor  and  Council,  with  a  certificate  of  "*  •f  *^* 
ber  of  ballots  for  each  of  them. 

XLIII,  That  every  person  who  phall  offer  to  vote  for  del*  X  ^laclcgi 
fiw  the  electors  of  tlie  senate,  or  for  the  sherifl^  shall,  (if  rec:»  ^^>  '-'4'^' 
any  three  pcrsoan  qualified  to  vote,)  before  lie  be  admittC'  ^^-^^ted  ( 
take  such  oath  or  affirmation  of  support  and  fidelity  to  the  ^^^  St 
this  Convention  or  the  Legislature  shall  direct. 

XLIV.  That  0  justice  of  the  peace  may  be  eligible  ax  jk*  *  *^ 
delegate,  or  meniber  of  the  Council,  and  may  continue  tc*"*  *"*  "'■ 
justice  <£  tUe  peace. 

XLVI.  That  all  civil  officers,  hereafter  to  bo  appointecE>'  '^f  '^ 
several  counties  of  this  State,  shall  have  been  residents  of  tlti  Jtue  e 
respectively  for  which  tbey  sboU  be  appointed,  six  mouths  ^=*  ^."^ 
fore  their  appointment;  and  shall  continue  residents  of  tbcK-  ■c^'-'"^'^ 
respectively  during  their  continuance  in  office.  , 

XLVH.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts  may  appoint  lH  ^J- 
of  their  respective  courts;  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  death,  rcaE.**J^*'5 
disqualificaUon,  or  removal  out  of  the  ouuty,  of  any  of  &■ 

ooanty  clerks,  in  the  vacation  of  the  county  court  of  whii-*^^^ 
clerk — the  Goveruor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Goundl,  may  ""^^ 
and  commission  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  such  vacant  office  ^^  ~~ 
ively,  to  bold  the  same  until  the  meeting  uf  tbe  next  count  ^  ^^ 

foj  Iho  time  being,  with  thc^  '-* 
Chancellor,  and  all -t^ 
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L.  That  the  Governor,  every  member  of  the  Ooonoil, . 't|id 
ei^er^  ftidge  and  josticc,  before  they  act  as  snoh,  shall  respeotiYelj 
*^ake  an  oath  '^  that  he  will  not,  throogh  favor,  affection,  or  partiality, 
vote  for  any  person  to  office,  and  that  he  will  vote  for  such  person  as 
in  his  judgment  and  conscience  he  believes  most  fit  and  best  quali- 
fied for  the  office :  and  that  he  has  not  made,  nor  will  make,  any 
promise  or  engagement  to  give  his  vote  or  interest  in  fiBivor  of  any 
person.'' 

Jul.  That  there  be  two  registers  of  the  land  office,  one  upon 
the  vrcstern,  and  the  other  upon  the  eastern  shore ;  that  short  ex- 
tracts of  the  grants  and  certificates  of  the  land  on  the  western  and 
eastern  shores  respectively  be  made  in  separate  books,  at  the  public 
expense,  and  deposited  in  the  offices  of  the  said  registers,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 

LiII.  That  every  chancellor,  judge,  register  of  wills,  commis- 
sioner of  the  loan  office,  attorney-general,  sheriff,  treasurer,  register 
of  the  land  office,  register  of  the  chancery  court,  and  every  clerk  of 
the  common  law  courts,  surveyor,  and  auaitor  of  the  public  accounts. 
before  he  acts  as  such,  shall  take  an  oath,  "  that  he  will  not,  directly 

or  indirectly,  receive  any  fee  or  reward  for  doing  his  office  of , 

but  what  is,  or  shall  be,  allowed  by  law ;  nor  will,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, receive  the  profits  or  any  parts  of  the  profits  of  any  office  held 
by  any  person ;  and  that  ho  does  not  hold  the  same  office  in  trust,  or 
for  the  Dcnefit  of  any  other  person." 

LiIII.  That,  if  any  Governor,  chancellor,  judge,  register  of  wills,  at- 
torney-general, register  of  the  land  office,  commissioners  of  the  loan 
office,  register  of  the  chancery  court,  or  any  clerk  of  the  common  law 
courts,  treasurer,  sheriff,  surveyor,  or  auditor  of  public  accounts,  shall 
receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  at  any  time,  the  profits  or  any  parts  of 
the  profits  of  an  office,  held  by  any  other  person,  during  his  acting  in 
the  office  to  which  he  is  appointed,  his  election,  appointment,  and 
oonimission,  (on  conviction  m  a  court  of  law,  by  the  oath  of  two  cred- 
ible witnesses,)  shall  be  void,  and  he  shall  sufier  the  punishment  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  or  be  banished  this  State  forever,  or  dis- 
qualified forever  from  holding  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit, 
as  the  court  mav  adjudge. 

LI  V.  That,  if  any  person  shall  give  any  bribe,  present,  or  reward, 
or  any  promise,  or  any  security  for  the  payment  or  delivery  of  any 
money,  or  any  other  thing,  to  obtain  or  procure  a  vote,  to  be  Gov- 
ernor, senator,  delegate  to  Assembly,  member  of  the  Council,  or 
judge,  or  to  be  appointed  to  any  one  of  the  said  offices,  or  to  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust,  now  created,  or  hereafter  to  be  created,  in 
this  State — ^the  person  giving,  and  the  person  receiving  the  same, 
(on  conviction  in  a  court  of  law,)  shall  be  forever  disqualified  to 
hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  State. 

LV.  That  every  person  appointed  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust, 
shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  execution  thereof,  take  the  following 
oath,  to  wit :   '^  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  that  I  do  not  hold^  myself  bound 
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in  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and' that  I  will  be  faith- 
ful, and  bear  trac  allegiance,  to  the  State  of  Maryland ;"  anA  shall 
also  ^bscribo  a  declaration  of  his  belief  to  the  Christian  religion. 

LVI.  That  there  be  a  Court  of  Appeals,  composed  of  persona 
of  integrity  and  sound  judgment  in  the  law,  whoso  judgment  shall 
be  final  and  conelusiyc  in  all  cases  of  appeal,  and  that  one  person  of 
integrity  and  sound  judgment  in  the  law  be  appointed  Chancellor. 

LVII.  That  the  style  of  all  laws  run  thus :  **Be  it  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland;"  that  all  public  commissioDS 
and  grants  run  thus :  "  The  State  of  Maryland,"  ^.,  and  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Governor,  and  attested  by  the  Chancellor,  with  the 
seal  of  the  Stato  annexed — except  military  and  militia  commisaions, 
which  shall  not  be  attested  by  the  Chancellor,  or  have  the  seal  of 
the  State  annexed  ;  that  all  writs  shall  run  in  the  same  style,  and 
be  tested,  sealed,  and  signed  as  usual ;  that  all  indictments  shall 
conclude,  "  against  the  peace,  government,  and  dignity  of  the  State." 

LVIII.  That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures,  heretofore  going  to  the 
King  or  proprietary,  shall  go  to  the  State — save  only  such  a«  the 
General  Assembly  may  abolish  or  otherwise  j^rovide  for. 

LIX.  That  this  form  of  government,  and  the  declaration  of  rights, 
and  no  part  thereof,  shall  bo  altered,  changed,  or  abolished,  unless  a 
bill  so  to  alter,  change,  or  abolish  the  same,  shall  pass  the  General 
Assembly,  and  be  published  at  least  three  months  before  a  new  elec* 
tion,  and  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  General  Assembly,  after  a  new 
election  of  delegates,  in  the  first  session  after  such  new  election: 
Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  form  of  government,  which  relates  to 
the  eastern  shore  particularly,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  altered, 
unless  for  the  alteration  and  confirmation  thereof,  at  least  two-thirds 
of  all  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  shall 
concur. 

LX.  That  every  bill  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  when  en- 
grossed, shall  be  presented  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Dole- 
gates,  in  the  Senate,  to  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  who  shall 
sign  the  same,  and  thereto  afl&x  the  great  seal,  in  the  presence  of 
the  members  of  both  houses :  every  law  shall  bo  recorded  and  in 
due  time  printed,  published,  and  certified  under  the  great  seal,  to 
the  several  county  courts,  in  the  same  manner  as  hath  been  hereto- 
fore used  in  tliis  State. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  II.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
that  no  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  any  office  of 
trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States,  shall  bo  capable  of  having 
a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly,  or  being  an  elector  of  the  Senate 
or  holding  any  office  of  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State ;  and  if  any 
member  of  the  General  Assembly,  elector  of  the  Senate,  or  person 
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holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  State,  shall  take  his 
i*eat  in  Congress,  or  accept  of  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
United  States,  or  being  elected  to  Congress,  or  appointed  to  any 
office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  not  make  his  "resig- 
nation of  his  seat  in  Congress,  or  of  his  office,  as  the  case  may  be, 
within  thirty  days  after  notice  of  his  election  or  appointment  to  office, 
as  aforesaid,  his  scat  in  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  or  as  elector  of 
the  Senate,  or  of  his  office  h(>ld  under  this  State  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
void :  Provided,  that  no  person  who  is  now  or  may  be  at  any  time 
when  this  act  becomes  part  of  the  Constitution,  a  member  both  of 
iJongress  and  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  or  who  now  holds,  or 
may  hold,  at  the  time  when  this  act  ])ecomes  part  of  the  Constitution, 
an  office  as  aforesaid,  both  under  this  State,  and  the  United  States, 
shall  be  effected  by  this  act,  if,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  same  shall 
become  part  of  the  Constitution,  he  shall  resign  his  seat  in  Congress, 
or  his  office  held  under  the  United  States. — Passed  1791,  ch.  80 
—confirmed  179*2,  ch.  22. 

Til.  That  every  person  being  a  member  of  either  of  the  reli^ous 
sects  or  societies  called  Quakers,  Menonists,  Tunkers,  or  Nicolites, 
or  New  Quakers,  and  who  shall  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of 
taking  an  oath  on  any  occasion,  being  otherwise  qualified  and  duly 
<'Iected  a  Senator,  delegate  or  elector  of  the  Senate,  or  being  other- 
'\nse  qualified  and  duly  apppointed  or  elected  to  any  office  of  profit 
*ir  trust,  on  making  affirmation  instead  of  taking  the  several  oaths 
:ippoiuted  by  the  Constitution  and  form  of  Grovemment,  and  the 
several  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  Stat«  now  in  force,  or  that  here- 
aifter  may  be  made,  such  persons  may  hold  and  exercise  any  office 
«jf  profit  or  trust  to  which  he  may  be  appointed  or  elected,  and  may, 
by  such  affirmation,  qualify  himself  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  to  act  therein  as  a  member  of  the  same  in  all  cases  whatr 
:>oever,  or  to  be  an  elector  of  the  Senate,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  man- 
ner, to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatever,  as  persons  are  now  compe- 
tent and  qualified  to  act,  who  are  not  conscientiously  scrupulous  of 
raking  such  oaths. — Passed,  1794,  ch.  49 — confirmed  1795,  ch.  11. 
v.— -Sec.  1.  That  the  people  called  Quakers,  those  called  Nicolites, 
itr  2s  ew  Quakers,  those  called  Tunkers,  and  those  called  Menonists, 
liolding  it  unlawful  to  take  an  oath  on  any  occasion,  shall  be  allowed 
to  make  their  solemn  affirmation  as  witnesses,  in  the  manner  that  Qua- 
il ers  have  been  heretofore  allowed  to  affirm,  which  affirmation  shall 
be  of  the  same  avail  as  an  oath,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatever. 
2.  Before  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid  shall  be  admitted  as  a  wit- 
ness in  any  court  of  justice  in  this  State,  the  court  shall  be  satisfied, 
by  such  testimony  as  they  may  require,  that  such  person  is  one  of 
tihose  who  profess  to  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking  an 
oath.— Passed  1797,  ch.  118— confirmed  1798,  ch.  83. 

VI. — Sec.  1.  That  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  for  the  pur- 
jgose  of  holding  all  future  elections  for  delegates,  electors  of  tJie 
^lenate,  and  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  shall  be  divided  into 
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separate  districts,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed,  vix. :_  St. 
Mary's  county  shall  he  divided  and  laid  oflF  into  separate  districts; 
Kent  county* shall  }»c  divided  and  laid  off  into  three  separate  dis- 
tricts ;  Calvert  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  three  sepa- 
rate districts ;  Charles  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  four 
separate  districts :  Talbot  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into 
four  separate  districts;  Somerset  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid 
off  into  three  separate  districts ;  Dorchester  county  shall  be  divided 
and  laid  off  into  three  separate  districts  ;  Cecil  county  shall  be  di- 
\ided  and  laid  off  into  four  separate  districts ;  Prince  (xeorge's  coun- 
ty shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  five  separate  districts ;  Qneeu 
Anne's  county  shall  bo  divided  and  laid  off  into  three  separate  dis- 
tricts:  Worcester  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  five 
separate  districts :  Frederick  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off 
into  separate  districts;  Harford  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid 
off  inte  five  separate  districts :  Caroline  county  shall  be  divided  and 
laid  off  into  three  separate  districts ;  Washington  county  shall  be 
divided  and  laid  off  into  five  sej^ariite  districts ;  Montgomery  county 
shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  five  separate  districts ;  Alleghany 
county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into  six  separate  districts  ;  Anne- 
Arundel  county,  including  the  city  of  Annapolis,  shall  be  divided 
and  laid  off  into  five  separate  district** ;  Baltimore  county,  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off"  into 
seven  districts ;  and  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  shall  be  laid  off  into 
eight  districts. 

2.  All  and  every  part  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of  Govern- 
ment, relating  to  the  judges,  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  all  and  every  part  of  the 
second,  third,  fifth,  fourteenth,  and  forty-second  sections  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  form  of  government  of  this  State,  which  relate  to  the 
judges,  place,  time,  and  manner  of  holding  the  several  elections  for 
delegates,  electors  of  tlie  Senate,  and  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  coun- 
ties, be,  and  the  same  are  lierebv  abrogated,  repealed,  and  annulled, 
and  the  same  shall  licreafter  be  regulated  by  law. — ^Passed  1798,  eh. 
1 15 — confirmed  1709.  ch.  48. 

VIII.  That  Frederick  county  shall  be  divided  and  laid  off  into 
nine  separate  districts. — Passed  1S02,  ch.  82 — confirmed  1803,ch.  19. 

IX  Skc.  1.  That  this  State  shall  be  divided  into  six  iudicial 
districts,  in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit :  St.  Mary's,  Charles, 
and  Prince  George's  counties,  shall  be  the  first  district ;  Cecil,  Kent, 
Queen  Anne's,  and  Talbot  crmnties,  shall  be  the  second  district ; 
Calvert,  Anne- Arundel,  and  Montgomery  counties,  shall  be  the  third 
district;  Caroline,  Dorchester,  Somerset,  and  Worcester  counties, 
shall  be  the  fourth  district :  Frederick,  Washington,  and  Alleghany 
counties,  shall  bo  the  fifth  district ;  Baltimore  and  Hartford  counties, 
sh^]^  be  the  sixth  district;  and  there  shall  be  appointed  for  each  of 
the  said  judicial  districts,  three  persons  of  integrity  and  sound  legal 
knowledge,  resid/snta  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  shall,  previoua 
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to,  and  during  their  acting  as  judges,  reside  in  the  district  for  which 
they  shall  respectively  be  appointed,  one  of  whom  shall  be  styled  in 
the  commission  chief-judge,  and  the  other  two.  associate-judges  of 
the  district  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed  ;  and  the  chief-judge, 
together  with  the  two  a.s.sociate-judges.  shall  compose  the  county 
courts  in  each  respective  district ;  and  each  judge  shall  hold  his 
commission  during  good  behavior :  removal  for  misbehavior,  on  con- 
viction in  a  court  of  law,  or  shall  be  removed  by  the  Governor,  upon 
the  address  of  the  General  Assembly,  provided  that  two-thirds  of 
the  members  of  each  house  concur  in  such  address ;  and  the  county 
ooorts,  so  as  aforesaid  established,  shall  have,  hold  and  exercise,  in 
the  several  counties  of  this  State,  all  and  every  the  powers,  authori- 
ties, and  jurisdictions,  which  the  county  courts  of  this  State  now 
have,  use,  and  exorcise,  and  which  shall  be  hereafter  prescribed  by 
law ;  and  the  said  county  courts  established  by  this  act  shall  respec- 
tively hold  their  se.«*sions  in  the  several  counties  at  such  times  and 
places  as  the  Legisluturt>  shall  direct  and  appoint :  and  the  salaries 
of  the  said  judges  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the  period  of  their 
continuance  in  office. 

2.  In  any  suit  or  action  at  law  hereafter  to  bo  commenced  or  in- 

fltituted  in  any  county  court  of  this  State,  the  judges  thereof,  upon 

suggestion  in  writing,  by  either  of  the  parties  thereto,  supported  by 

affidavit,  or  other  proper  evidence,  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial 

cannot  be  had  in  the  county  court  of  the  county  where  such  suit  or 

action  is  depending,  shall  and  may  order  and  direct  the  record  of 

^heir  proceedings  in  such  suit  or  action,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 

judges  of  any  county  court  within  the  district,  for  trial,  and  the 

Judges  of  such  county  court,  to  whom  the  said  record  shall  be  trans- 

:iDittcd,  shall  hear  and  determine  the  same  in  like  manner  as  if  such 

«uit  or  action  had  boon  originally  instituted  therein  ;  provided,  never- 

-thelcss,  that  such  suggestion  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  before  or 

during  the  term  in  which  the  issue  or  issues  may  be  joined  in  said 

^uit  or  action  ;  and  provided,  also,  that  such  further  remedy  may  be 

provided  by  law  in  the  premises,  as  the  Legislature  shall  from  time 

-to  time  direct  and  enact. 

III.  If  any  party  presented  or  indicted,  in  any  of  the  county 
<*ourts  of  this  State,  siiall  suggest,  in  writing,  to  the  court  in  whlcn 
such  prosecution  is  depending,  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot 

'~1>c  bad  in  such  court,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  court 
-to  order  and  direct  the  record  of  their  proceedings  in  the  said  pros- 
^scution  to  be  transmitted  to  the  judge  of  any  adjoining  county 
^sourt,  for  trial ;  and  the  judges  of  such  adjoining  county  court  shall 
lear  and  determine  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  ns  if  such  prose- 
oration  had  been  originally  instituted  therein :  Provided,  that  such 
i^urther  and  otlier  remedy  may  be  provided  by  law  in  the  premiaes 
the  Legislature  may  direct  and  enact. 

IV.  If  the  Attorney-General,-  or  the  prosecutor  for  the  State, 
iball  suggest,  in  writing,  to  any  county  court  before  whom  an  indict- 
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ment  is  or  may  be  depending,  that  the  State  eaanot  have  a  £i 
impartial  tris)  iu  ?uch  court,  it  eball  and  may  bo  lawful  for  tl 
court,  in  their  discretion,  to  order  and  direct  the  record  o 
proceedings  in  the  said  prosecution  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
of  anj  adjoining  county  court  for  trial;  and  the  jndgea  c 
connty  court  shall  bear  and  determine  the  Same,  as  if  snch  p: 
tios  had  been  origiuaUy  instituted  therein. 

Y.  There  shall  be  a  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  same  al 
composed  of  the  obiof  judges  of  the  seveial  judicial  districts 
State;  which  said  Court  of  Appeals  shall  hold,'iise,  and  exert 
and  singular  the  powers,  autboritiea,  and  jurisdictions,  her 
held,  used,  and  exercised  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  this  St« 
also  tbo  appellate  jurisdiction  heretofore  used  aud  exercised 
General  Court ;  and  the  said  Court  of  Appeals  hereby  estab 
shall  sit  on  the  western  and  eastern  shores,  for  transacting  I 
tennining  the  business  of  the  respective  shores,  at  such  tun 
places  as  the  future  Legislature  of  this  State  ehall  direct  i 
point ;  and  any  three  of  the  said  judges  of  the  Court  of  A 
shall  form  a  quorum  to  hear  and  decide  in  all  cases  pending 
oonrt ;  and  the  judge  who  has  given  a  decision  in  any  case 
county  court,  shall  withdraw  from  the  bench  upon  the  decit 
the  same  case  before  the  Court  of  Appeals ;  and  the  judges 
Court  of  Appeals  may  appoint  the  clerhs  of  said  court  for  tb 
ern  and  eastern  shores  respectively,  who  shall  hold  their  a 
ments  during  good  behavior,  reraovablo  only  for  misbehsv 
conviction  in  a  court  of  law;  and,  iu  ease  of  death,  rcsis 
disqualification,  or  removal  out  of  the  State,  or  from  their 
Htc  shores,  of  either  of  the  said  clerks,  in  the  vaeation  of  t 
Court,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  may  i 
and  commisaion  a  tit  and  proper  person  to  such  vacant  office 
the  B&me  until  the  nest  meeting  of  the  said  Court ;  i     "     ' 
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XII.  That  all  8uch  parts  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of  govern- 
ment, as  require  a  property  qualification  in  persons  to  be  appointed 
or  holding  offices  of  profit  or  trust  in  this  State,  and  in  persons 
elected  menibors  of  the  Legislature  or  electors  of  the  Senate,  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  abolished. — Passed  Novem- 
ber, 1809,  ch.  198— confirmed  1810,  ch.  18. 

XIII.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  to  lay  an  equal  and  general  tax,  or  any  other  tax,  on  the 
people  of  this  State,  for  the  support  of  any  religion. — Passed  No- 
vember. 1809,  ch.  107 — confirmed  1810,  ch  24. 

XIV.  That  ever}'  free  white  male  citizen  of  this  State,  above 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  no  other,  having^resided  twelve  months 
within  this  State,  and  six  months  in  the  county,  or  in  the  city  of 
Annapolis  or  Baltimore,  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he 
offers  to  vote,  shall  have  a  right  of  sufirage,  and  shall  vote,  by  ballot, 
in  the  election  c»f  such  county  or  city,  or  either  of  them,  for  electors 
of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  for  rep- 
resentatives of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for 
delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  electors  of  the 
Senate,  and  sheriffs. — Passed  November,  1809,  ch.  83 — confirmed 
1810  ch.  33. 

XV.  That  no  person  residing  in  the  city  of  Annapolis  shall  have 
a  vote  in  the  county  of  Anne-Amndel,  for  delegates  of  the  said 
oounty :  and  all  and  every  part  of  the  Constitution  which  enables 
persons  holding  fifty  acres  of  land  to  vote  in  said  county,  be  and  is 
nereby  abolished. — Passed  November,  1809,  ch.  38— -confirmed 
1810,  ch.  49. 

XVI.  That  the  forty-fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of 
government  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  utterly  abol- 
ished.— Passed  November,  1809,  ch.  65 — confirmed  181t),  oh.  78. 

XVII. — Sec.  1.  That  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  in  each  year, 
instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  November,  as  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution ai)d  form  of  government.  « 

2.  The  Governor  of  this  State  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second 
Monday  of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and  form  of  government ; 
and  the  Council  to  the  Governor  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Tues- 
day after  the  second  Monday  of  December,  in  each  and  every  year, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and 
form  of  government, 

3.  All  annual  appointments  of  civil  officers  in  this  State  shall  be 
made  in  the  third  week  of  December,  in  every  year,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Constitution  and  form  of  Government  now  directs. 
—Passed  1811,ch.211— confirmed  November,  1812. 

Note. — Those  articles  omitted  in  the  numerical  order  have  been  aboliahed 
by  the  amendments. 
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AmmdmrnH  adopted  March  10,  1837. 

Skc.  1 .  The  term  of  ofiioo  of  the  incmhors  of  the  present  Senate 
shall  oncl  and  be  dotorininod  whenever,  and  as  soon  as  a  new  Senate 
shall  l»e  elected  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  a  quorum  of  its  mem- 
bers shall  have  qualified  as  directed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
this  State. 

2.  At  the  December  session  of  the  General  Assembly  for  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  forever  there- 
after, the  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  twenty-one  members,  to  be 
chosen  as  hereinafter  provi<led,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business. 

3.  At  the  time  and  place  of  holding  elections  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  State,  and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  delegates  to  the 
General  Assembly  for  the  Deccm})er  session  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  same  judges 
by  whom  .such  elections  for  delegates  shall  be  held,  an  election  shall 
also  be  held  in  each  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State  and  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  respectively,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  senator 
of  the  State  of  Maryland  for  and  from  such  county  or  said  city,  as 
the  case  may  be,  whose  term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the  day 
fixed  by  law  for  the  commencement  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  next  succeeding  such  election,  and  continue  for 
two,  four,  or  six  years,  according  to  the  classification  of  a  quorum  of 
its  members ;  and  at  every  such  election  for  senators,  every  person 
qualified  to  vote  at  the  place  at  which  he  shall  offier  to  vote  for  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  one 
person  as  senator ;  and  of  the  persons  voted  for  as  senator  in  each 
of  the  several  counties  and  in  said  city,  respectively,  the  person  hav- 
ing the  highest  number  of  legal  vot43S,  and  possessing  the  qualifica- 
tions hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  declared  and  returned  as  duly 
elected  for  said  county  or  said  city,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  in  case 
two  persons  possessing  tlic  required  qualifications  shall  be  found  on 
the  final  casting  of  the  votes  given,  in  any  one  of  said  counties  or 
said  city,  to  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  there  shall  be  a  new 
election  ordered  as  hereinafter  mentioned ;  and  immediately  after 
the  Senate  shall  have  convened  in  pursuance  of  their  election  under 
this  act.  the  senators  shall  be  divided  in  such  manner  as  the  Senate 
shall  prescribe,  into  three  classes :  the  seats  of  the  senators  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  vear,  of 
the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third 
class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year — so  that  one-third  thereof 
mlty  be  elected  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October  in  every  second 
year ;  and  elections  shall  be  held  in  the  several  counties  and  city, 
from  which  the  retiring  sentators  came,  to  supply  the  vacancies  as 
they  may  occur  in  consequence  of  this  classification. 

4.  Such  election  for  senators  shall  be  conducted,  and  the  retuma 
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thereof  bo  made,  with  projicr  variutioiirt  in  the  certificate  to  suit  the 
case,  in  like  niunner  iis  in  cases  of  elections  for  delogates. 

5.  The  <iualiiication.s  necessary  in  a  ^^enator  shall  be  the  same  as 
are  required  in  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,  with  the  addi- 
tional qnalification  that  he  shall  ])o  above  the  age  of  twenty -five 
y6ars.  and  shall  have  resided  at  least  throe  years,  next  preceding  his 
election,  in  the  county  or  city  in  and  for  which  he  shall  bo  chosen. 

6.  In  case  any  person  who  shall  have  been  chosen  as  a  senator, 
shall  refuse  to  act,  rpmove  from  the  county  or  city,  as  the  case  may 
be,  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  die,  resign,  or  be  removed 
for  cause,  or  in  case  of  a  tie  between  two  or  more  qualified  persons 
in  any  one  of  the  (.'nuntios  or  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  warrant  of 
election  shall  be  issued  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  election  of  a  senator  to  supply  the  vacancy,  of  which 
ten  days  notice  at  the  least,  excluding  the  day  of  notice  and  the  day 
of  elfcctiou,  shall  l)e  given. 

7.  So  much  of  the  thirty -seventh  article  of  the  Constitution  as 
provides  that  no  senator  or  delegate  to  the  (leneral  Assembly,  if  he 
shall  qualify  as  such,  shall  hold  <ir  execute  any  office  of  profit  during 
the  time  for  which  he  shall  be  elected,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by  repealed. 

8.  No  senator  or  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  shall,  during 
the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  which  shall  have  been 
created,  or  the  emoluments  wluireof  shall  have  been  increased  during 
such  time ;  and  no  senator  or  dtdegate,  during  the  time  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  act  as  such,  shall  bi)  eligible  to  any  civil  office  whatever. 

9.  At  the  election  for  delegates  to  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  for 
the  Deeemlwr  session  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  at  each  succeeding  election  for  delegates,  until  after 
the  next  census  shall  have  been  taken  and  officially  promulged,  five 
delegates  shall  be  elected  in  and  for  Baltimore  city,  and  one  dele- 
gate in  and  for  the  city  of  Annapolis,  until  th^  proniulging  of  the 
census  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  when  the  city  of 
Annapolis  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part  of  Anne- Arundel 
county,  and  her  riglit  to  a  separate  delegation  shall  cease ;  five  del- 
egates in  and  for  Baltimore  county ;  five  delegates  in  and  for  Fred- 
crick  county,  and  four  delegates  in  and  for  Anne- Arundel  county, 
and  four  delegates  in  and  for  each  of  the  several  counties  respect- 
ively, hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit :  Dorchester,  Somerset,  Worces- 
ter, Prince  George's.  Harford,  3Iontgomery,  Carrol,  and  Washington ; 
and  throe  delegates  in  and  for  each  of  the  several  counties  respect- 
ively, hereinafter  next  mentioned,  to  wit :  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's. 
Caroline.  Talbot,  Saint  ^Mary's,  Charles,  Calvert,  and  Allegany. 

10.  From  and  aft(T  the  period  when  the  next  census  shidl  have 
been  taken  and  officially  promulged,  and  from  and  after  the  official 
promulgation  of  every  second  census  thereafter,  the  representation 
in  tlic  House  of  Delegates  from  the  sercral  counties  and  from  tlie 
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iri^  ot  Butimore,  shall  be  graduated  and  established  on  the  fo 
ing  baais :  that  is  to  aaj,  every  couat;  which  eball  have  br  the 
oeDMU  a  populatiou  of  less  than  fifteen  thooaand  souls,  federal  i 
bera,  sball  be  entitled  to  elect  three  delegates;  every  county  ha' 
a  popnlation  by  the  said  cenans  of  fifteen  thoosand  bouIs,  and  ' 
tlun  twenty-five  thonsand  souls,  federal  numbers,  shall  be  enti< 
to  elect  four  delegates ;  and  every  county  having  by  the  said  ceO 
a  population  of  twenty-five  thousand,  and  less  than  thirty-fivs  1^ 
sanasouls,  federal  numberB,  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  five  doI&^ 
and  every  county  having  a  popnlation  of  upwards  of  thirty-fi«-  » 
sand  wnls,  federal  numbers,  shall  be  entitled  to  eleot  six  de'%~^ 
and  the  city  of  Baltimoro  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  aa  many  d  ^h 
as  the  county  which  shall  have  the  largest  representation,  on  t^- 
aforesaid,  may  be  entitled  to  elect;  prorided,  and  it  ia  hereby  ^ 
that  if  any  of  the  several  oonntica  hereinbefore  mentioned,  e^K' 
after  the  sud  oensns  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  for^C 
have  been  taken,  be  entitled  by  the  graduation  on  the  baais  a-^ 
to  a  representation  in  the  House  of  Delegates  equal  to  that  ' 
to  such  county  by  the  ninth  section  of  this  act.  at  the  election  -^ 
gates  for  the  December  session  of  the  year  eighteen  bund  S 
thirty-eight,  such  oonnty  shall,  ncverthclesa,  after  said  censos^s 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  or  any  future  census,  aikd 
thercai^r,  be  entitled  to  elect  the  nmnbcr  of  delegates  allo'^^ 
the  provisions  of  said  section  for  the  said  session ;  bat  nothinn.'i 
proviso  contained,  shall  be  conatrued  to  include  in  the  rep^< 
tton  of  Anne-Arundel  county,  the  delegate  allowed  to  the 
Annapolis  in  the  said  ninth  section  of  this  act. 

1 1.  In  all  elections  for  senators,  to  bo  held  after  the  elects' 
delegates,  for  the  December  session,  eighteen  hundred  »nd 
■  city  of  Anuapolis  shall  be  docmt'd  and  takei 
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irm  of  cuvvnimL'iit ;  jiiuriiUd,  that  tltisi  act  sball  not  be  deemed  or 
onstruuH  to  impuir  in  any  manner  tbc  rulidity  cif  tlic  commiHsiouH 
f  Buoh  pers<>u?  as  aliall  be  iu-offiec  under  previous  osooutivifap- 
ointment.  wbcn  this  act  shall  go  into  operation,  or  alter,  abridge,  or 
h&nge.  thu  tenure,  ([ualitj.  or  dnratiou  of  tbe  same,  or  of  any  iif 
bem. 

15.  The  Governor  sball  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may 
ccnr  in  any  such  officer  during  the  tuocss  of  the  Senate,  by  grant- 
ig  commbsions  which  shall  expire  upon  the  appoiDtment  of  tlic  same 
«rson,  or  any  other  person,  by  and  with  the  adrice  and  consent  of 
\\e  Senate,  to  the  same  office,  or  at  the  expiration  of  one  caWndar 
iontb,enauing  tlieeummeQcemcntof  the  next  regular  session  of  the 
'eDatCjWhiohcver  shall  first  occur. 

16.  The  same  person  shall  in  no  case  be  nominated  by  the  Gov- 
rnor  a  second  time  during  the  same  session,  for  the  same  office,  iu 
asc  he  shall  have  been  rejeotcd  by  the  Senate,  unless  after  such 
ejection,  the  Scuate  shall  inform  the  Governor  by  message  of  their 
illingncss  to  reeeivc  again  the  nomination  of  such  rejected  persou. 
)r  further  consideration,  and  in  case  any  person  uominated  by  the 
rOTentorfbranyofficc,shall  have  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  it  shall 
ot  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  at  any  time  afterwards,  during  the 
ccaai  of  the  Senate,  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  same  of&ce,to  appoint 
uch  Tweeted  person  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

17.  It  sball  he  the  duty  of  tho  Governor,  within  the  peritd  of 
ue  calendar  month  next  after  this  act  skull  go  into  operation,  and 
n  the  same  session  in  which  the  same  lihall  be  confirmed,  if  it 
«  confirmed,  and  annually  thereafter  during  the  regular  session  of 
he  Seiuttc,  and  on  such  particular  day,  u  any,  or  within  fucli 
articular  period  as  may  be  preHcribcd  by  law,  to  nominate,  and  l>y 
rith  tho  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
if  8tate,who  shall  hold  his  office  until  a  successor  shall  lie  appointed. 
.ndwho  shall  discbargc  sucli  duties,  and  receive  aueh  compeiisatiou, 
a  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  ■ 

18.  In  case  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  tho  office  of  Governor  at  any 
ime  after  this  act  shall  go  into  operation,  tbe  General  Assembly,  if 
n  session,  or  if  in  tbe  recess,  at  their  ncit  session,  shall  proceed  to 
iloot  by  joint  ballot  of  tho  two  honscB,  some  person,  being  a  quali- 
led  resident  of  the  gnbematorial  district  from  which  the  Governor 
or  aaid  term  is  to  be  taken,  to  be  Governor  for  the  residue  of  said 
crm  in  place  of  the  person  originolly  chosen  ;  and  in  every  ease  of 
'acancy,  until  the  election  and  qualification  of  the  person  succeeding. 
be  Secretary  of  State,  by  virtue  of  his  said  office,  shall  be  clothed. 
utinierim,  with  the  executive  powers  of  government;  and  in  case 
bore  shall  be  no  Secretary  of  State,  or  in  case  he  shall  retiisc  to 
ict,  remove  from  the  State,  die,  resign,  or  bo  removed  for  cause,  tbe 
teraoa  filling  the  office  of  President  of  the  Soiiaie  shall,  by  virtu./ 
if  his  sud  office,  be  clothed,  ad  itUerim,  with  the  decotive  powers 
if  govenunent ;  and  in  cose  Uiore  ihill  he  an  President  of  the  Sen- 
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at6,  or  111  caBo  he  shall  rufase  to  act,  remove  from  the  S 
resign,  or  be  removed  for  caase,  the  person,  filling  -the 
Sptuiker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  shall,  tj  virtue  of  Tils  s; 
be  clothed,  ad  interim,  with  the  oiecutivo  powers  of  governi 

19.  The  term  of  office  of  the  Governor,  who  shall  be  cl 
the  first  Monday  of  January  nest,  shall  continue  for  the  ter 
year,  and  until  the  election  and  (lualification  of  a  succest 
chosen  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

'iO.  At  the  time  and  places  of  holding  the  elections  in  th 
cciuntiea  of  this  State,  and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  delt 
the  General  Assemtly  for  the  December  session  of  t 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  before  the  same  ji 
whom  the  election  for  delegates  sltall  he  held,  and  in  ev( 
year  forever  thereafter,  an  election  shall  also  be  held  for  a.  < 
of  this  State,  whose  term  of  office  shall  commence  on  tlie  fi; 
day  of  January  nest  ensuing  the  day  of  such  election,  and 
for  three  years,  and  until  the  election  and  qualifieation  of 
aor  ;  at  which  said  clcotion  every  person  qualified  to  vote 
gates  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  place  at  which  he  s' 
to  vote,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Governor,  and  the  pera 
for  as  Governor  shall  possess  the  qualifications  now  require 
Constitution  and  form  of  government,  and  the  additional 
tion  of  being  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  and  of  being  and  < 
been  for  at  least  three  whole  years  before,  a  reeident  wi 
limitl  of  the  gubernatorial  district  from  which  the  Governo 
taten  at  such  eleution,  according  to  the  priority  which  shn' 
termined  as  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  eay,  the  Si 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  divided  into  throe  gubernatof  ial 
OB  follows :  the  counties  of  Cecil,  Kent,  Qneen  Atine's,  ' 
Talbot,  Dorchester,  Somerset,  and  Worcester,  shall  together 
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Seokte  shall  theroupon  draw  from  mid  box  the  Bud  Mvcral  ballots 
in  BucoesBion,  and  the  district,  the  name  of  which  ahall  bo  written 
on  the  ballot  Gmt  drawn,  cihitll  thenceforth  be  diatingnishcd  as  the  firet 
gubernatorial  district,  ami  the  person  to  be  chosen  Oovemor  at  the 
deotioD  first  to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bection,  and 
thtjicnion  to  be  chosen  at  every  Bnccccding  third  election  for  Gov- 
emftr  forever  thereafter,  shall  be  taken  from  the  said  first  district ; 
and  the  district,  the  name  of  which  shall  be  written  on  the  ballot 
secondly  drawn,  shall  thenceforth  be  distinguished  bb  the  Beoond  ga- 
bematorial  district,  and  the  per:>0D  to  be  chosen  Governor  at  the 
second  election  to  be  held  under  the  provisioDS  of  tbis  flection,  and 
the  person  to  bo  chosen  at  every  succeeding  third  election  for  Oor- 
ernor  forever  thereafter,  shall  he  taken  from  the  said  Bccond  distriot, 
and  the  diBtrlcC.  the  name  of  which  shall  be  written  on  the  ballot 
thirdly  drawn,  shall  thenceforth  be  distinguished  as  tho  third  gn- 
bematorial  diHtriot,  and  tho  person  to  be  chosen  Governor  at  the 
third  election  to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  aai 
the  person  to  be  chosen  at  every  succeeding  tJiird  election  forever 
thereafter,  shall  be  taken  from  the  xaid  third  district ;  and  the  re- 
sult of  such  drawing  shall  be  entepd  on  the  joomal  of  tiie 
S»nate,  and  be  reported  by  the  Speaker  of  tho  House  of  Dele- 
gates on  bis  return  to  that  body,  and  be  entered  on  the  jonmal 
thereof,  and  shall  be  certified  by  a  joint  letter,  to  be  signed  by  the 
Preddent  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houne  of  Delegates, 
and  be  addressed  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  ap- 
pointed, and  if  not,  as  soon  as  he  shall  bo  appointed,  to  be  by  him 
preserved  in  his  office. 

21.  The  General  Assembly  sb:ill  have  power  to  regulate  by  lawal! 
matters  which  rcl.ite  to  the  judgnx,  time,  place,  and  manner  of  hold- 
ing elections  for  Governor,  nnd  of  making  rutumn  thereof  not  aScct- 
ing  the  tenure  and  term  of  office  thereby,  and  that  until  otherwise 
directed,  the  returns  shall  be  made  in  like  manner  as  in  elections 
for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  bbvc  that  the  form,  of 
the  Gertificate»>  shall  be  varied  to  fluit  the  case,  and  save  also,  that 
the  returns,  instead  of  being  niade  to  the  Governor  and  Couneil 
shall  be  mad^^the  Senate,  and  bo  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  a^Tbc  enclosed  under  cover  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
by  whom  they  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  at 

e  commencement  of  tho  session  next  ensuing  Bticb  election. 

2'i.  Of  the  persons  voted  for  mi  Governor  at  any  such  election, 
the  person  hnnng,  in  the  judgment  of  tho  Senate,  the  highest  num- 
ber of  legal  votCB,  and  possessing  tho  legal  qualificationa,  and  resi- 
dent as  iforesaid,  in  the  district  from  which  the  Governor  at  snob 
election  is  to  be  taken,  shall  be  Governor,  and  shall  i^oalify  in  the 
manner  pre.icribod  by  tho  Constitution  and  laws,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  next  ensuing  his  election,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
may  be,  and  all  (juestions  iu  relation  to  tlie  number  Or  legality  of 
the  votes  given  for  each  and  any  person  toted  for  ae  Governor,  and 
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ID  retatioD  to  the  returns,  and  in  relation  to  the  qndlfieationi 
peraonH  voted  for  as  Governor,  shall  be  decided  by  the  Sent 
in  case  two  or  more  persons,  legally  qualified  according  to  t' 
visions  of  this  act,  ahall  Lave  an  ei^ual  number  of  legal  vot« 
the  Senate  and  Houxe  of  Delegates,  upoD  joint  ballot,  shal] 
mine  which  one  of  them  shall  be  Governor,  and  the  op«  whio 
oounting  the  ballots,  shall  have  the  highest  number  of  vott 
bo  Governor,  and  shall  qualify  aeuordingly.  *•• 

23.  No  person  who  aball  bo  elected,  and  shall  act  as  Gk 
shall  be  again  eligible  for  the  next  succeeding  term. 

24.  The  elections  to  be  held  in  porsuance  of  this  act,  b 
hold  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October,  in  the  year  eighto 
dred  and  thirty-eight ;  and  for  the  election  of  delegates  on  tl 
day  in  every  year  thereafter,  for  the  election  of  Governor* 
same  day  iu  every  third  year  thereafter,  and  for  the  erection 
ators  of  the  first  class,  on  the  same  day,  in  the  E«coud  jei 
their  election  and  olasaification,  and  on  the  same  day  ia  evei 
year  thereafter ;  and  for  the  election  of  senators  of  tbe  aecoo 
on  the  same  day  iu  the  fourth  year  after  their  election  and 
cation,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  siKth  year  tbcreaftor  j. 
the  election  of  senators  of  the  third  class,  on  the  same  dat 
sixth  year  after  their  election  and  classification,  and  ou  U 
day  in  every  sixth  year  thereafter. 

25.  In  all  elections  for  Governor,  the  city  of  Annapolia  1 
deemed  and  taken  as  part  of  Anuo-Arnndel  county.  J 

2G.  The  relation  of  master  and  slave,  in  this  State,  shall' 
abolished,  unless  a  bill  so  to  abolish  the  same  shall  be  psa» 
unaniuioiiH  vote  of  the  members  of  each  braiiuh  of  the  Qea^ 
sembly,  and  shall  be  published  at  least  three  months  befoi^ 
election  of  delegates,  and  shall  be  confirmed  by  a  nnanimoiu  ' 
the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  General  .' 


Or  Ihe  migiiul  tUrteen  colooies,  thlr  was  the  larjreBl. 

!0f  It 

They  locBtei  lhem»elves  at  Jamestown,  on  t'he  James  river, 


_  named  Vir- 

„  .  irabeth,  the  Virjin  aueen  of  Edr- 

wnohadmnied  him  the  country.  He  attempted  lo  settle  it,  but  failed.   A 

int  WW  made  of  it  to  the  London  Company  as  early  as  1606.    Soon  at^r. 

idred  and  five  persons  to  berin  a  setlle- 

-  ^~  =T  1607. 


sinia  br  Sir  y^alter  Raleigh, 

nrnntw 

tbe;  teutDiit  ihi«e shi] 


Thne  adventurers  saffercd  much  for  want  of  provisit 
from  the  time  of  their  landin?,  Ully  of  thr;ir  little  eompant-  hn.il  p^ri^hed.  In 
IGOe,  ISO  new  settlers  arriivd,  in  lfi09,  the  London  Cumjinnv  obtained  a  new 
chuteriTilh  erraler  power  and  privileges.  When  Charles  II.  wai  in  eiilc,Va. 
invltEd  him  to  become  her  King,  which  was  prevented  by  his  returning  lo  Eng- 
liBd:  hence  Va.wascalledtheoUrJnniiiv'n.  In  1619,  the  first  le^slativebodf 
ever  nald  in  Amerii:a,  met  at  JamestouTi.  As  many  had  become  dissatisfied, 
and  corueiaplaied  rctuminf:  to  England,  the  London  Companv,  in  161i0.  sent 
overmme  than  nineiyi^irla  tnbe  dispascd  01' ns  wives  ainun^  thcyuuDf^plant- 
eis.  Al  (in>l  the  jirice  wa.s  100  IbK.  of  tobacco  each,  but  the  dcinand  was  sii 
frrcBt,  thai  il  was  incrt-ased  lo  160  lbs.  The  inBmt  colony  snflcml  much  f^om 
ihe  Indians,  and  Tor  want  of  prurisfonii ;  so  Ihat,  in  1634,  out  of  ubont  9000 
penwns  who  had  eomc  over,  only  1800  wore  living. 

Id  1634  Kini;  Jame.s  dissolved  the  London  Company,  assumed  the  i^veni- 
ment,  and  appuiiited  a  Ouvernor.  The  colonists  submitted  reluctantly  to  ibis 
till  1636,  when  thev  took  the  f!overnmeni  inio  Ihcir  own  hnnds,  sending  hack 
to  England  the  Governor  appointed  by  the  Kii^.  Tliis  Stale  adopted  ils  fir>i 
Consutiilion  in  1T76,  and  iis  prewnt  one  in  ItSW. 

Vii^nla  has  the  honor  of  being  the  birth-place  of  six  oT  the  Presidents  of 
Ihe  United  Slates,  viz.:  Wasbin^n,  Jeflenon,  Madiwn,  Monroe,  Harrison, 
and  Tyler. 

Area,  64,000  sq.  m.  Pop.  in  1840,  1,339,797,  of  wUeh  MB^  ueaUres. 
Free  colored,  V^BM. 
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A  ZMoTOium  <^  Right*  node  by  the  Repraentalioes  ^  lie  good  Pto- 
pie  o/*  VmoLNU,  a$»mbled  infill  and  free  ConveittioH ,-  w^ch  Jligiat 
do  pertain  to  them  and  their  PoOerity,  as  the  bani  and  fomdntioit 
if  GocemmaU.     UtuuiMWiidy  adored,  Jtme  13M,  1776. 

Sec.  1.  Tliat  aD  men  ue  by  nature  equllyfree  and  independent, 
and  have  oertain  inkoront  rights,  of  which,  vhen  they  entor  into  a 
state  of  society,  they  cannot,  by  any  oompact,  deprirs  or  dirett  their 
poaterityj  namely,  the  onjojraentof  life  and  liberty, witii  the  meani 
of  acquiring  and  poBBesung  property,  and  purnung  and  obtaining 
happineu  and  Nfety. 

•2.  That  all  power  is  vested  in,  and  oonBequentlj  dwired  from, 
the  people ;  that  magiatratea  are  their  tnutees  andMamnta,  and  at 
all  times  amenable  to  them. 

3.  That  government  ia,  or  Mght  to  be  in>titiiled  fbr  the  oommoo 
benefit,  protection,  and  Monrityof  the  people,  nation,  or  eornmniu^: 
of  all  the  various  model  aadfonnaof  goremmeitt,  that  ia  best,  which 
is  capable  of  producing  t^e  pvateet  c^ree  ot  happiness  and  aafety, 
and  is  most  effectually  seenred  agunst  the  danger  of  maladminiaba- 
tion ;  and  that,  when  any  goTemment  shall  be  found  inadequate  or 
eontrary  to  these  purposes,  a  majority  of  the  community  hath  an 
indubitable,  inalienable,  and  indefensible  right  to  reform,  alter,  or 
abolish  it,  in  such  manner  as  F^hall  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the 
pnblic  weal. 

4.  That  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  arc  entitled  to  exclusive  or  separata 
emolumentH  or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in  consideration 
nf  pnblic  services ;  which  not  being  dosccndiblc,  neither  ongbt  the 
offices  of  magistrate,  legislator,  or  judge  to  be  hereditary, 

5.  That  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of  the  State  ahonld 
be  separate  and  distinct  from  the  judiciary ;  and  that  the  members 
of  the  two  first  may  be  rcBtrntncd  from  oppression,  by  feeline  and 
participating  the  burthens  of  the  people,  they  should,  at  fixca  peri- 
lids,  be  reduced  to  a  private  station,  return  into  that  body  from  wnieh 
they  were  originally  taken,  and  the  vacancies  be  supplied  by  fireqnent, 
certain,  and  regular  clectionfl,  in  which  all,  or  any  part  of  the  former 
raembcra,  to  be  again  eligible,  or  ineligible,  as  the  laws  shall  direct, 

iV  That  clectionB  of  members  to  serve  as  representatives  of  the 
people,  in  assembly,  ought  to  be  free  ;  and  that  alt  men  having  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  attacnment 
to  the  community,  have  the  riglit  of  suSragc,  and  cannot  be  taxed 
ot  deprived  of  their  property  fur  publio  uses,  without  their  own  con- 
tient,  or  that  of  their  rcpreiicntiitivcs  so  elected,  nor  bound  by  any 
taw  to  which  they  have  not.  in  like  manner  assoutcd,  for  the  pnblia 
good. 

7.  That  ^.pMrar  df  nupondiDg  lawa,or  the  execution  of  lawi, 
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^^^^^^^  __^       *  repreientatiTea  of  the  peo- 
^HooB^^^^^^pi^lM  ought  not  to  be  ezeniised. 

_. it  in  all  ufMl  it  eriminal  prosecutions,  a  dud  hath  a  right 

to  demand  the  tiause  and  tutore  of  hia  aoonmtion,  to  he  oonfronteid 
with  the  Bocnsers  and  witnesses,  to  call  for  eridenoe  in  bis  favor,  and 
to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  vicinage,  without  whose 
anaDimons  oonaent  he  cannot  be  fonnd  guilty ;  nor  can  he  bo  compell- 
ed to  give  eridenoe  agaiaat  himself ;  that  no  man  be  doprived  of  his 
liberty  except  by  the  law  of , the  land,  of  the  jadgment  of  his  peers. 

9.  That  excessive  bail  onght  not  to  be  required,  nor  exoosaire  fines 
imposed,  nor  oniel  and  nnnsual  pnniahmenta  inflicted. 

10.  That  general  warrants,  waereby  an  officer  or  messenger  may 
be  oommanded  to  search  snspeeted  places  without  evidence  of  a  fact 
committed,  or  to  seiiO'  any  person  or  persons  not  named,  or  whoso 
oSdRce  ia  not  partionlarly  described  and  supported  by  eridenoe,  are 
grievous  and  opprcHsive,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

1 1.  That  in  controversies  respecting  property,  and  in  anita  between 
man  ^1  man,  the  ancient  trial  by  jury  is  preferable  to  any  other, 
and  ought  to  be  held  sacred. 

IB.  That  the  &eedom  of  the  presa  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks 
of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  restrained  but  by  despotic  govemmenta. 

13.  That  a  well  regulated  militia,  composed  of  the  body  of  the 
people,  trained  t«  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural,  and  safe  defense  of  a 
frvo  State ;  that  standing  armies,  in  time  of  peace,  should  he  avoided, 
09  dangerous  to  liberty ;  and  that,  In  all  cases,  the  military  should 
be  under  atriet  sabordi nation  to,  and  governed  by  the  civil  power. 

14.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  uniform  government;  and, 
therefore,  that  no  government  separate  from,  or  independent  of  the 
government  of  Virginia,  ought  to  be  erected  or  establisbed  witlun 
the  limits  thereof 

15.  That  no  free  government,  or  the  blessings  of  liberty,  can  be 
preserved  to  any  people,  but  by  a  firm  adherence  to  justice,  modera- 
tion, temperance,  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  frequent  recurrence 
to  fundamental  principles. 

16.  That  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and 
the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and 
conviction,  not  by  foroo  or  violenee  ;  and  therefore  ^1  men  are  equal- 
ly entitled  to  tho  free  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates 
M  conacienoe,  and  that  it  is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practise  Chris- 
tian  ferbeoronco,  love,  and  charity  towards  each  other. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  1 

The  Deolaration  of  Rights  made  on  the  12th  of  June,  1776, 

by  the  representatives  of  the  good  people  of  Virginia,  assembled 

in  full  and  free  conventioi^  which  pertained  to  them  and  their 
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posterity,  ob  the  bases  and  fouadatioo  of  goTernment ;  rtf 
the  opinioD  of  tLis  coDvention  no  amendment,  ehall  be  ( 
this  Constitution,  and  bavu  the  Eame  relation  thereto  a»* 
the  former  Constitntion  of  this  com  id  on  wealth. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  legislative,  eiecntive,  and  judicary  departments 
separate  and  distioct,  so  that  neither  ezeroise  the  powers  p: 
longing  to  either  of  the  other ;  nor  slioll  any  person  ea 
powers  of  more  than  one  of  them  at  the  same  time,  excep* 
justices  of  the  county  courts  shall  be  eligible  to  either 
Aasembly. 

ARTICLE  III. 

8ec-  1.  The  Legislature  shall  be  formed  of  two  diatinctl 
which  together  shall  be  a  complete  Legislature,  and  shall  1 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

'2.  One  of  these  shall  bo  called  the  Honsc  of  Delegates, 
oonsist  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  roembcra,  to  be  oboa 
ally,  for  and  by  the  several  counties,  cities,  towns,  aad  bor 
the  oommonw^th ;  whereof  thirty-one  delegates  shall  be  c 
and  by  the  twenty-sis  counties  lying  west  of  the  Alloghai 
tains ;  twenty-five,  for  and  by  the  fourteen  counties  lyinv 
the  Alleghany  and  Blue  Ridge  of  mountains:  forty-two  ft 
the  twenty-nioe  counties  lyiug  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  of  a 
kmd  above  tide  water,  and  lliirty-sii,  for  and  by  the  count! 
lowns,  and  boroughs  lying  upou  the  tide-water,  that  is  to 
the  twenty-six  counties  lying  west  of  the  Alleghany,  tbe 
uf  Harrison,  Montgomery,  Monoogalia,  Ohio,  and  \Va8biDS 
each  elect  two  delegates  ;  and  the  couuties  of  Brook,  Cabell, 
Greenbrier,  Giles,  Kanawha,  Lee,  Lewis,  Logan,   Mason 
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conuusk  and  Norfolk  shall  each  elect  two  delegates ;  the  counties  of 

Caroline,    Chesterfield,    Essex,    Fairfax,  Greensville,  Gloucester, 

Hanover,  Henrico,  Isle  of  Wight,  King  and  Queen,  King  William, 

""  \g  George,  Nansemond,  Northumberland,  Northampton,  Princess 

^  Prince  George,  Prince  William,  Southampton,  Spottsylvania, 

^-;d,  Sussex,  Surry,  and  Westmoreland,  and  the  city  of  Rich- 

^  ithe  borough  of  Norfolk,  and  the  town  of  Petersburg,  shall 

"elect  one  delegate ;  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and  Richmond 

together  elect  one  delegate ;  the  counties  of  Matthews  and 

^Middlessex  shall  together  elect  one  delegate ;  the  counties  of  Eliza- 

^Hpi  City,  and  Warwick  shall  together  elect  one  delegate ;  the  coun- 

^R  of  James  City  and  York,  and  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  shall 

together  elect  one  delegate ;  and  the  counties  of  New  Kent  and 

Charles  City  shall  together  elect  one  delegate. 

3.  The  other  house  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  called  the 
Senate,  and  shall  consist  of  thirty- two  members,  of  whom  thirteen 
shall  be  chosen  for  and  by  the  counties  lying  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
of  mountains,  and  nineteen  for  and  by  the  counties,  cities,  towns, 
and  boroughs  lying  cast  thereof;  and  for  the  election  of  whom,  the 
counties,  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs  shall  be  divided  into  thirty-two 
districts,  as  hereinafter  provided.  Each  county  of  the  respective 
districts,  at  the  time  of  the  first  election  of  its  delegate  or  delegates 
under  this  Constitution,  shall  vote  for  one  senator ;  and  the  sheriiFs 
or  other  officers  holding  the  election  for  each  county,  city,  town  or 
borough,  witliin  five  days  at  farthest  after  the  last  county,  city,  town,  or 
borough  election  in  the  district,  shall  meet  at  some  convenient 
place,  and  from  the  polls  so  taken  in  their  respective  counties,  cities, 
towns,  or  boroughs,  return  as  a  senator  the  person  who  shall  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  the  whole  district  To  keep  up  this 
Assembly  by  rotation,  the  districts  shall  be  equally  divided  into  four 
classes,  and  numbered  by  lot.  At  the  end  of  one  year  after  the 
first  jgeneral  election,  the  eight  members  elected  by  the  first 
division  shall  be  displaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  oooasioned, 
suppplied  from  such  class  or  division  by  new  election  in  the 
manner  aforesaid.  This  rotation  shall  be  applied  to  each  division 
according  to  its  number,  and  continue  in  due  order  annually.  And 
for  the  election  of  senators,  the  counties  of  Brooke,  Ohio,  and  Tyler, 
shall  form  one  district ;  the  counties  of  Monongalia.  Preston,  and 
Randolph,  shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  Harrison, 
Lewis,  and  Wood,  shall  form  another  district:  the  counties  of 
Kanawha,  Mason,  Cabell,  Logan,  and  Nicholas,  shall  form  another 
district:  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Giles,  and  Montgom- 
ery, shall  form  another  di.strict :  the  counties  of  Tazewell,  Wvthe, 
and  Grayson,  shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  Washing- 
ton, Russell,  Scott,  and  Lcc,  shall  form  another  district :  the  coun- 
ties of  Berkeley,  Morgan,  and  Hampshire,  shall  form  another  district : 
the  counties  of  Frederick  and  Jeflforson  shall  form  another  district : 
the  counties  of  Shenandoah  and  Hardy  shall  form  another  district : 
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the  oounties  of  Rockingham  and  Pendleton  shall  form  anotlier  dia- 
triot :  the  counties  of  Augusta  and  Rockbridge  shall  form  anollier 
district :  the  counties  of  Alleghany,  Bath,  PocalumtaB,  and  Boteh 
tourt,  shall  form  another  district:  the  countioa'  of  Loud< 
Fairfax  shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  Fauoai 
Prince  William  shall  form  another  district :  the  comities  of  j 
King  George,  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancaster, 'and 
berland,  shall  form  another  district:  the  counties  of  Ci 
Madison,  and  Orange,  shall  form  another  distriet:  the  oounl 
Albemarle,  Nelson,  and  Amherst,  shall  form  another  district : 
oounties  of  Fluvanna,  Goochland,  Louisa,  and  Hanover,  shall^  ' 
another  district :  the  counties  of  Spottsjrlvania,  Caroline,  and  " 
shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  King  and  Qoeen,  K^ 
William,  Gloucester,  Matthews,  and  Middlesex,  shall  form  tLDotkif 
district :  the  counties  of  Accomack,  Northampton,  Elisabeth  06g, 
York,  and  Warwick,  and  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  shall  form 
another  district :  the  counties  of  Charles  City,  James  City,  New 
Kent,  and  Henrico,  and  the  city  of  Richmond,  shall  form  another 
district :  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  shall  form  another 
district :  the  counties  of  Buckingham,  Campbell,  and  Cumberland, 
shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  Patrick,  Hennr,  and 
Pittsylvania,  shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  Ualifox 
and  Mecklenburg,  shall  form  another  district :  the  counties  of  Char- 
lotte, Luncnburgh,  Nottoway,  and  Prince  Edward,  shall  form 
another  district :  the  counties  of  Amelia,  Powtiattan,  and  Chester- 
field, and  the  town  of  Petersburg,  shall  form  another  district :  the 
oounties  of  Brunswick,  Dinwiddie,  and  Greensville,  shall  form 
another  district :  the  counties  of  Isle  of  Wight,  Prince  George, 
Southampton,  Surry,  and  Sussex,  shall  form  another  district :  and 
the  counties  of  Norfolk,  Nensenioud,  and  Princess  Anne,  and  the 
borough  of  Norfolk,  shall  form  another  district. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  to  re-apportion,  once 
in  ten  years,  to  wit:  in  the  year  1841,  and  every  ten  years  there- 
after, the  representation  of  the  counties,  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs, 
of  this  commonwealth,  in  both  of  the  legislative  bodies :  Provided, 
however,  that  the  number  of  delegates  from  the  aforesaid  great  dis- 
tricts, and  the  number  of  senators  from  the  aforesaid  two  great  di- 
visions, respectively,  shall  neither  be  increased  or  diminished  by 
such  re-apportionment.  And  when  a  new  county  shall  hereafter  be 
created,  or  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  not  now  entitled  to  separate  ' 
representation  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  shall  have  so  increased  in 
population  as  to  be  entitled,  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  such  representation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  make  provision  by  law  for  securing  to  the  people  of 
such  new  county,  or  such  city,  town  or  borough,  an  adequate  repre- 
sentation. And  if  the  object  cannot  otherwise  be  effected,  it  shall 
be  competent  to  the  General  Assembly  to  re-apportion  the  whole 
representation  of  the  great  district  containing  such  new  county,  or 
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fluoh  eity,  town,  or  borough,  within  its  limits ;  which  rc-appointment 
flhftll  continue  in  force  till  the  next  regular  decennial  re  apportion- 
ment. 

5.  The  General  Assembly,  after  the  year  1841,  and  at  intervals 
IT  of  not  less  than  ten  years,  shall  have  authority,  two-thirds 
house  concurring,  to  make  re-apportionments  of  delegates 
Iters,  throughout  the  commonwealth,  so  that  the  number  of 

_  ktes  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  150,  nor  of  senators  36. 

6.  The  whole  number  of  members  to  which  the  State  may  at  an  v 
time  be  entitled  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
S|p^  shall  be  apportioned  as  nearly  as  may  be,  amongst  the  several 
co«&tiea,  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns  of  the  State,  according  to  their 
T68pective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whoje  number  of  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  throe-fifths  of  all  other 
persons. 

7.  Any  person  may  be  elected  a  senator  who  shall  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  shall  be  actually  a  resident  and  free 
holder  within  the  district,  qualified  by  virtue  of  his  freehold  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  according  to  this  Constitu- 
tion.    And  any  person  may  be  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
shall  be  actually  a  resident  and  freeholder  within  the  county,  city, 
town,  borough,  or  eleetioA.diatrict,  qualified  by  virtue  of  his  freehold 
to  Tole  for  memberflntf ;  tho  General  Assembly  according  to  this 
Constitution :  providea,  that  all  persons  holding  lucrative  offices,  and 
ministers  of  the^gospel,  j^d  priests  of  every  denomination,  shall  be 
incapable  of  ffeing  elect^ -members  of  either  House  of  Assembly. 

8.  The  members  of  the  Assembly  shall  receive  for  their  services  a 
compensation  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
-treasury :  but  no  law  increasing  the  compensation  of  the  members 
shall  take  effect  until  the  end  of  the  next  annual  session  after  such 
law  shall  have  been  enacted.  And  no  senator  or  delegate,  shall,  during 
the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any 
^iTil  office  of  profit  under  the  commonwealth,  which  shall  have  }>ecii 
•^sreafbd,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased,  dur- 
ing such  term,  except  such  offices  as  may  be  filled  by  elections  by 
^he  people. 

9.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  once  or  oftener  every  year 
.^either  house,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature  shall,  without 
■^he  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to 
^kny  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  bo  sitting 

^  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business ; 
"but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  shall  be 
^uthoriEed  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such 
xnanner  and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide.  And 
^tfu^h  house  shall  choose  its  own  speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  set- 
tle its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  and  direct  writs  of  election  for  sup- 


N, 


250  CONSTITUTION   OF 

plying  intoriiiediatc  vacancies.     But  if  vacanciefl  ihall  ooou»  hw  dfltflk  •' 
iir  rcKignatioa,  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assemblj,  sn«  wrili 


may  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  under  such  regulationa  as  nufj^ 
prcHcril)od  by  law.     Each  house  shall  judge  of  tha  election,  qaalifS^ 
tion,  and  returns  of  its  members ;  may  punish  its  membera  Ibr  dii-* 
orderly  Ix^havior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirdsy  ecpd  k 
liitrmbcr,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  offence.  t    ^ 

W.  All  laws  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  J)e\egg,ieBj%a  htP9f^ 
proved  or  rejected  bv  the  Senate,  or  to  be  amended  with  tlie  coofllBt 
of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

1 1 .  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  in  win 
case  be  suspended.  The  Legislature  shall  not  pass  any  InU  ofWIf 
tainder :  or  any  vx  'post  facto  law ;  or  any  law  impairing  tbe  o^  "*' " 
tiou  of  contracts ;  or  any  law,  whereby  private  property 
taken  for  public  uses,  without  just  compensation ;  or  any  law  ^_ 
ing  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press.  No  man  shall  be 
pelled  to  fre(|uent  or  support  any  religious  worship,  place,  or  Hiiirft 
try  whatsoever ;  nor  shall  any  man  be  enforced,  retfcrained,  moleated, 
or  burthencd  in  his  body  or  goods,  or  otherwise  suffer,  on  aceonnt 
of  his  religious  opinions  or  belief;  but  alt  men  shall  be  free  to  pro- 
fess, and  by  argument  to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matteiMif  vdi- 
gion,  and  the  same  shall  in  no  wise  affect,  diminish,  or  enlaigo  tlMir 
civil  capacities.  And  the  Legislature  shaU  not  pvesoribe  any  leligiavi 
test  whatever ;  nor  confer  any  peculiar  piivil^ges  or  advantl^eB  oil 
any  one  sect  or  denomination ;  nor  pass  any  1^  requiring  or  mfthor- 
issing  any  religious  society,  or  the  people  of  any  district  witBLi  tJiia 
commonwealth,  to  levy  on  themselves  or  others  anytajc  for  the  erec- 
tion or  repair  of  any  house  for  public  worship,  or  for  tiie  support 
of  any  church  or  ministry ;  but  it  shall  be  left  free  to  every  person  to 
select  his  religious  instructor,  and  make  for  his  support  such  pri- 
vate contract  as  he  shall  please. 

12.  The  Legislature  may  provide  by  law  that  no  person  shall  be 
capable  of  holding  or  being  elected  to  any  post  of  profit,  trust  or 
(emolument,  civil  or  military,  legislative,  executive,  or  judicial,  under 
(he  government  of  this  commonwealth,  who  shall  hereafter  fight  a 
duel,  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  the  probable  issue 
of  which  may  be  the  death  of  the  challenger  or  challenged,  or  who 
shall  be  a  second  to  either  party,  or  shall  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist 
in  sueh  duel,  or  shall  be  knowingly  the  bearer  of  such  challenge  or 
acceptance ;  but  no  person  shall  be  so  disqualified  by  reason  of  his 
having  heretofore  fought  sueh  duel,  or  sent  or  accepted  such  chal- 
lenge, or  been  a  second  in  such  duel,  or  bearer  of  such  challenge  or 
:M*ceptance. 

13.  The  Governor,  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Su- 
perior Courts,  and  all  others  offending  against  the  Stdte,  either  by 
maladministration,  corruption,  neglect  of  duty,  or  any  other  high 
crime  or  misdemeanor,  shall  be  impeachable  by  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates ;  such  impeachment  to  be  prosecuted  before  the  Senate,  which 
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sball  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments.  When  sitting 
fi)r  that  purpose,  the  Senate  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation :  and  no 
.■erson  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
.fte  members  prcs^^nt.  Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not 
extend  further  tlian  to  removal  from  office,  and  disiiualification  to 
hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  the  Cdm- 
monwc^b ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and 
subjocti^Bndictment.  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to 
law.  * 

14.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  commonwealth,  resident 
therein,  aged  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  being  (jualified  to  ex- 
ercise the  right  of  suffrage  according  to  the  former  Constitution  and 
laws ;  and  every  such  citizen,  being  possessed,  or  whose  tenant  ft)r 
ycarq^  at  will  or  at  sufferance,  is  po.ssessed.  of  an  estate  or  freeh(»ld 
ill  liRid  of  the  value  of  twenty-five  dollars,  and  so  assessed  to  be, 
if  any  Assessment  thereof  he  rciiuirod  l)y  law;  and  every  such  citi- 
zen, being  pos.sessed  vm  tenant  in  common,  joint  tenant  or  partner,  of 
an  interest  in  or  share  of  land,  and  having  an  estat^^  of  tVcehold  there- 
in, Bueh  interest  or  share  being  of  the  value  of  twenty-five  dollars,  and 
so  assessed  to  be,  if  any  asse.^.sment  thereof  bo  rcijulrod  by  law :  and 
every  such  citizen  being  entitled  to  a  reverson  or  vosted  remainder  in 
fee.  expectant  cm  an  estate  for  life  or  lives,  in  land  of  the  value  of  fifty 
dollars,  and  so  assesssed  to  be,  if  any  assessment  thereof  be  required  by 
laW|(ead|rand  every  such  citizen,  unless  his  title  shall  have  come  to  him 
by  oeBjjUil^. devise,  marriage,  or  marriage  settlement,  having  been  so 
pooooMd.'Or  entitled  for  six  months;)  and  every  such  citizen,  who 
shA  0101  and  be  himself  in  actual  occupation  of  a  leasehold  estat^ 
with  the  evidence  of  title  recorded  two  months  before  he  shall  offer 
to  vote,  of  a  terur  originally  not  less  than  five  years,  of  the  annual 
value  or  rent  of  twenty  dollars ;  and  every  such  citizen,  who  for 
twiLre  months  next  preceding  has  been  a  housekeeper  and  head  of 
a  fiunilv  within  the  county,  flity,  town,  borough,  or  election  district 
where  he  may  offer  to  vote,  and  shall  have  been  assessed  with  a  part 
t)f  the  revenue  of  the  commonwealth  within  the  preceding  year,  and 
actually  paid  the  same — and  no  other  persons — shall  be  (jualified  to 
vote  for  members  of  the  (leneral  Assembly,  in  the  county,  city,  town, 
or  borough,  respectively,  wherein  such  land  shall  lie,  or  such  house- 
keeper and  head  of  a  family  shall  live.  And  in  case  of  two  or  more 
tenants  in  common,  joint  tenants,  or  parceners,  in  possession,  rever- 
sion, or  remainder,  having  interest  in  land,  the  value  whereof  shall 
be  insufficient  to  entitle  them  all  to  vote,  thoy  shall  together  have 
as  many  votes  as  the  value  of  the  land  shall  entitle  thoni  to ;  and 
the  Legislature  shall  by  law  provide  the  mode  in  which  their  vote 
or  votes  shall  in  such  case  be  given :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that 
the  right  of  suffrage  shall  not  be  exercised  by  any  person  of  unsound 
mind,  or  who  shall  be  a  pauper,  or  a  non-commissioned  officer,  sol- 
«lier,  seaman,  or  marine,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
«ny  person  convicted  of  any  infamous  offence. 


],'>.  In  all  eloctioDB  in  this  common  wealth  to  any  office  or  place  of 
truBt,  honor,  or  profit,  the  rotes  shall  be  given  openly,  or  viva  voa, 
and  not  by  ballot, 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  1.  Tho  chief  executive  power  of  this  commomreailkshaU  tie 
voatud  in  a  Governor,  to )«  cincted  by  the  joint  vote  of  thoBb  honaM 
(if  the  General  Asaouibly.  Hu  fliutl  hold  his  office  daring  the  tern 
of  three  yeara,  to  comuiuuL-c  on  the  firat  day  of  January  next  ■u^ 
cecdtng  LiG  election,  or  on  such  other  day  oh  may  from  tinie  to  time 
Ik:  proscribed  by  law ;  and  he  xliall  be  ineliffible  to  that  office  Jar 
three  years  uczt  iiftcr  his  term  of  service  shall  have  expired. 

'i.  No  pcrmn  shall  bo  eligible  to  tho  office  of  Qovcrnor.  unle^ir 
aliall  have  att:iincd  the  age  of  thirty  years,  shall  be  a  native  eituen 
of  the  United  States,  or  shall  have  iH^en  a  citizen  thereof  at  tb« 
adoption  of  thi;  fcdeml  OoTistitutioii,  and  shall  have  been  a  oiti*"'^ 
of  tnis  commiiiiwcalth  for  five  years  next  preceding  his  eleotioii- 

3.  Tho  Governor  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  compenaati*^^ 

bo  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  be  neither  increased  uor  dimimee^ 

,  ^^         ing  his  mntinuance  in  ofiice.  .  jj 

4*  4.   He  shall  take  <;arc  tbat  the  laws  be   faithfully  execc»\«*''i.p  nl 

-^  communicate  to  tho  Legislature,  at  every  session,  the  et»:«>^^(BB* 

^^'■^  ihe  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their  consideMttioit       ***■   j:\vi 

.***.  surcs  aB  he  may  deem  expedient     He  shall  be  cummaiid t'^'*^  or 

•  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  State.  He  shall  har-  >>  T""^ 
mbody  the  militia,  when,  in  his  opinion,  tho  public  eafel^^^J  .  w 
-lire  it ;  to  convene  the  Legislature,  on  appliiratiqpof  a  i^;;=*">*J'!"_' 
_e  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  or  whcnilnliis  o  -«z^P""^ 
interest  of  the  comm^mwealth  may  reijuire  ifc;  to  grunt^"  '  '*'^' 
■nd  pardons,  except  where  the  proseeminn  shall  have    1 


CoiutitntioD  and  laws,  require  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  St»te, 
nhioh  advice  shall  be  registered  in  books  kept  for  tiiat  pnrpoM, 
signed  by  the  memberB  present  and  consenting  thereto,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly  when  called  for  by  tbcm.  The  Council 
fihall  appoint  their  own  clerk,  who  shall  take  an  oath  to  keep  secret 
snch  matters  as  he  shall  be  ordered  by  the  board  to  conceal.  The 
tk«nior  counselor  shall  be  Licutonaut-Govornor,  and  in  ca^e  of  death, 
resignation,  inability,  or  absence  of  the  Governor  from  the  seat  of 
gorerameut,  shall  act  an  Governor. 

G.  The  manner  of  appointing  militia  officers  shall  be  provided  for 
by  law  j  but  no  officer  below  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

7.  Commissions  and  grantf  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  and  bear  teste  by  the  Governor,  with  the  seal  of 
tiie  commonwealth  auncscd.  ^ 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sko.  1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supremo  Court 
of  Appeals,  in  such  saperior  courts  as  the  Legislature  may  from 
~*  ^        'dain  and  establish,  and  the  judges  thereof,  in  the 

^  and  ill  justice?  of  the  peace.  The  Legislature  may 
iBuoh  jurisdiction  an  shall  bo  deemed  necessary  in  corporor 
.«Durte;  and  in  tlje  magii^trotes  who  may  belong  to  the  corporate 
T^e  jutli'diction  of  these  tribunals,  and  of  the  judges  therc- 
(be  regulatc<l  by  law.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
'  '  the  superior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during 
__  *  until  removed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this 
Constitutioa ;  and  eh^'At  the  same  time  hold  no  other  offico,  ap- 
pointment, or  public  tmt;  and  the  acceptance  thereof  by  cither  of 
them  shall  vacate  his  judicial  office,  ^^ 

'2.  No  law  abdishing  any  court  shall  be  oooftmoBb  deprive  a 
judge  thereof  of  his  office,  unless  two-tltirds  of  the  msBbers  of  each 
house  present  concur  in  the  passing  thereof;  but  the  Legislature 
may  assign  other  judicial  duties  to  the  judges  of  courts  abolished 
by  any  law  enacted  by  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each 
honae  present. 

3.  Tbe  present  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals,  of  the 
General  Court,  and  of  the  supreme  courts  of  chancery,  shall  remain 
in  office  until  the  termination  of  the  session  of  the  first  Legislature 
docted  under  this  Constitution,  and  no  longer. 

4.  The  jadgca  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  and  of  the  snpe- 
itOT  conrts  shall  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the 
Qenerol  Assembly, 

5.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  sad  of  the  supc- 
nor  conrts  shall  receive  fixed  and  adequate  salaries,  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

6.  Judges  may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  concurrent  vote  of 
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both  houses  uf  tlic  GcDCntl  Assembly  ;  but  two-thirds  of  tfai 
bcrs  prcHcnt  must  concur  in  nuoh  vote,  am)  the  cbiihg  of  rcraori 
be  eutercd  on  the  jouriialH  of  cnoh.  The  judgu  agaiuat  w}i< 
Lpgixlatnre  may  be  about  to  pTocecd,  eball  recaivo  notice  t 
acrompanicd  with  a  copy  of  the  cauBes  alle^d  for  hin  rcino 
least  twenty  days  before  the  day  on  which  cither  houoc  of  tli< 
crnl  .\»!ieuibly  »\in\l  act  thereupon. 

7,  On  the  creation  of  any  new  county,  justices  of  the  pca( 
be  nppoiDtcd,  in  the  first  inKtanoe,  in  sueh  inonDGr  fts  tuny 
Kcribed  by  law.  When  vacancie a  shall  oecnr  in  nny  county 
BhB^,  for  any  icauso,  be  deemed  necessary  to  increase  the  nuni 
pointnients  shall  be  made  by  the  Oovcrnor,  on  the  recomniei 
of  the  respective  county  courts. 

H.  The  Attorney-General  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  vote 
tiM  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  commissioned  by  tl 
ereor,  and  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  C 
AsNcmbly.  The  clerks  of  the  ecveral  courts,  when  Taconei^ 
occur,  shall  be  appointed  by  their  respective  courts,  and  the 
of  office,  as  well  of  those  now  in  office  as  of  those  who  may  h 
a^cr  appointed,  shall  be  prci^Tibed  ))y  law.  Tlie  sheriffs  ani 
ners  shall  bc^iominated  by  the  respective  county  courts,  and 
approved  by  the  Governor,  shall  be  commissioned  by  liilAi 
judges  shall  appoint  constables.  And  all  fees  of  Um  afi 
officers  shall  be  regulated  by  law, 

'J,  Writs  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Tlf 
and  bear  teste  by  the  clerks  of  the  several  eourts.  ladictmeafl 
conclude,  against  the  peace  imd  dignity  of  the  commoDweatw 

ARTICLE  Vr. 
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|k  RoniT  Hrith,  in  1630,  o 

gfA,  which  m*  named  Carulin  .  . 

lirEi  It  Albemaile,  h^  emigrants  from  Vimiiia.  Th«M  peraoiw  Aed  from 
lellgloa*  penecution  m  Vir^nia,  and  here  for  manj  jean  they  cDJored  fiee- 
dom  and  plentr.  A«  Sir  R.  Heath  had  nol  complied  with  the  conoitkaw  of 
hi»  tilb,!!!  1^63  this  territory  wan  fjTBDted  to  ILord  Clarendon  and  othen. 
Thejr  m^nized  a  govemmrnl  on  very  liberal  principles,  and  adopted  a  On^ 
■tinaUon  which  wea  prepaml  bv  the  celebrated  John  Locke,  Thia  Cowtlt^y 
tioo  prorlded  thai  Ihe  Governor  bhou Id  hold  his  ulfice  during  life,  and  thai  thf- 
oBlM  should  be  hereditary.  Thf«  Constitution  created  great  diaoider  la  the 
coJonr,  and  waa  abolished  in  1693.  In  1729  the  Crown  purchased  from  the 
pnptMUMW  th«  CuDlinHS  for  £17,500  sterling,  and  established  two  uparatr: 
mil,  called  Nonh  and  South  Carolina.    In  1776  thii  Slate  adopted 


itaCmudlntion,  which,  n-Ith  a  Teu-  mod ifica lions,  conlinuea  to  the  ntewnt  in 

ATM,  48,000  sq.  miles.    Pop.  in  1810,  753,119.    Slaves,  815^17.    Free  col- 
ored, 9^131, 

CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  I.  Tbe  legislative  autlioritj  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct 
branchea,  both  dependent  on  Ihc  people,  to  teit,  a  Sniale  and  Houif  af 

II.  The  Senate  Bhall  be  composed  of  repreeentatircB,  uinually 
chosen  b;  biillot,  one  for  each  county  in  the  State. 

III.  The  UouHe  of  Commons  slull  be  composed  of  TeprescDta- 
tires,  anniuilly  chosen  hj  ballot,  two  for  each  ooiutj,  uta  otM  for 
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each  of  tlie  towns  of  Edenton,  Newbem,  Wilmington,  Saliahin 
Hilkborough,  and  Hali&i. 

IV.  The  Senate  and  House  of  CommouB,  luwetnUed  for  lie  pv 
jiooe  of  legislation,  shall  be  denominated  the  General  AflsemUj. 

V.  Each  member  of  the  Senate  ahall  have  usually  rended  i^l^ 
cotiatj  in  vhitth  lie  is  ohoaen  for  one  jeaj-  immediately  pK<^i^ 
Ilia  election,  and  for  the  aametime  shall  have  poaaesaed^na  ocw*? 
to  poBoeae,  in  the  county  which  ho  repreaents,  not  leaa   thav^ 
handred  acres  of  land  in  fee. 

VI,  Each  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  1wt=»  ^ 
i-eaided  in  the  county  in  which  he  is  chosen  for  one  year  '^^ 
utcly  preceding  his  election,  and  for  six  months  shall  have  ^m  ^ 
and  continue  to  posaess,  in  the  county  which  ho  represent^^^i 
than  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  fee,  or  for  the  term  i»-^^£ 
life.  , 

VII,  Alt  freemen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  yeara,  who  ~^^^ 
inhabitants  of  any  ono  county  within  the  State  twelTe  n^r:^^ 
mediately  prcceduig  the  day  of  any  election,  and  poaaesMd^^'^ 
hold,  within  the  same  county,  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  for  sfi^^^ 
next  before,  and  at  the  day  of  election,  shall  be  entitled  ^^B" 
a  mouiber  of  the  Senate.  

VIII.  All  freemen  of  the  age  of  twonty-oni  yei 
boon  inhabitants  of  any  one  county  within  the  State  t^ 
immediately  preceding  tlie  day  of  any  election,  and  "ti^ 
public  taxes,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the'^ 
Commons,  for  the  county  in  which  lie  resides. 

IX.  All  persons  possessed  of  a  freehold,  in  any  town  in  t: 
having  ^  right  of  representation,  and  also  all  freemen,  vho  B. 
inhabitants  of  any  such  town  twelve  months  next  before,  a  ^ 
day  of  eleotiun,  nud  .-hull   liuvo  ji.iiij   puUio  taxes,  shall   I 
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shall  take  an  oath  to  the  State :  and  all  officers  shall  take  an  oath 
of  office. 

XIII.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  loint  ballot  of  both  houses, 
appoint  judges  of  the  supreme  courts  of  law  and  equity,  judges  of 
admiralty,  and  attorney-goiicral,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,  and  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 

XIV.  The  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  the  generals  and  field  officers  of  the  militia,  and  aU  officers 
of  the  regular  army  of  this  State. 

XV.  The  Senate  and  House  of  Commons,  jointly,  at  their  first 
meeting  after  each  annual  election,  shall  by  ballot,  elect  a  Gover- 
nor for  one  year,  who  shall  not  be  eligible  to  that  office  longer  than 
three  years,  in  six  successive  years ;  that  no  person  under  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  not  been  a  resident  in  this  State  above 
five  years,  and  having,  in  the  State,  a  freehold  in  lands  and  tene- 
ments, above  the  value  of  one  thousand  pounds,  shall  be  eligible  as 
a  €k>Temor. 

XVI.  The  Senate  and  House  of  Commons,  jointly,  at  their  first 
meeting,  after  each  annual  election,  shall,  by  ballot,  elect  seven  per- 
sons to  be  a  Council  of  State  for  one  year ;  who  shall  advise  the 
Governor  in  the  execution  of  his  office :  and  that  four  members  shall 
be  a  quorum ;  their  advice  and  proceedings  shall  be  entered  in  a 
ionmal,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  only,  and  signed  by  the  mem- 
bers present ;  to  any  part  of  which  any  member  present  may  enter 
his  dissent  And  such  journal  shall  be  laid  before  the  General  As- 
semUy  when  called  for  by  them. 

XvII.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be  kept 

S'  the  Governor,  and  used  by  him  as  occasion  may  re(|uire ;  and 
all  be  called,  the  great  seal  of  the  Sta4e  of  North  Carolina,  and  shall 
be  affixed  to  ail  grants  and  commissions. 

XVIII.  The  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  captain-gen- 
eral and  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia ;  and  in  the  recess  of  the 
General  Assembly,  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council  of  State,  to  embody  the  militia  for  the  public  safety. 

XIX  The  Governor,  for  the  time  bein^,  shall  have  power  to  draw 
for  and  apply  such  sums  of  money  as  shaU  be  voted  by  the  General 
Aflnmbly,  for  the  contingencies  of  government,  and  be  accountable 
to  them  for  the  same.  He  flso  may,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council  of  State,  lay  embargoes,  or  prohibit  the  exportation  of  any 
eommodity,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  at  any  one  time 
in  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  shall  have  the  power  of 
granting  pardons  and  reprieves,  except  where  the  prosecution  shall 
be  earriedon  by  the  General  Assembly,  or  the  law  shall  otherwise 
direct ;  in  which  case  he  may,  in  the  recess,  mnt  a  reprieve  until 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  he  may  exercise  all 
the  other  executive  powers  of  government,  limited  and  restrained, 
as  by  this  Constitution  is  mentioned,  and  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  State.    And,  on  his  death,  inability,  or  absence  from  the  State, 
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tho  Speaker  of  tlie  Semite,  for  the  time  beinit,  and  in  case  ol 
death,  inability,  or  abseuce  from  the  State,  the  speaker  of  the  H 
of  Commons,  sboll  exercieo  the  powers  of  govemmeDt,  after  . 
death,  or  during  Buch  absence  or  inability  of  the  G-oTemor 
Speaker  of  tho  Senate,  or  until  a  new  nomination  ia  'made  bj 
General  Assembly. 

XX.  In  every  case  where  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose  »p^ 
ment  is  by  this  Constitntion  vested  in  the  General  Assembly, 
during  their  recess,  die,  or  bis  ofBce  by  other  means  become  "^ 
tiie  G^crnor  shall  have  powor,  with  the  advice  of  tho  Co«<= 
State,  to  fill  op  such  vacancy,  by  granting  a  temporary  com.^ 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the 
Assombly, 

XXI.  Tho  OovernoT,  judges  of  the  supreme  court   of 

Suity,  judges  of  admiralty,  and  attorney-general,  shall  hare 
aries,  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

XXII.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot  of  bo*^^ 
annually  appoint  a  treasurer  or  treasurers  for  this  State. 

XXIII.  The  Governor,  and  other  officers  offeudine  "f^*^ 
State,  by  violating  any  part  of  this  Constitution,  maladmii — =9 
or  corruption,  may  be  prosecuted,  on  the  impeachment  of  ~ 
ral  Assembly,  or  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  aay  "n— — 
premc  juriaaiction  in  this  State. 

XXIV.  The  General  Assembly  shall,    by  joint  ballo— — 
houses,  triennially  appoint  a  Secretary  for  this  State. 

XXy.  No  persons  who  heretofore  have  been,  or  firrcafL- 
leceivers  of  public  moneys,  shall  have  a  seat  in  either  housc^^ 

ral  ABsembly,  or  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  this  State,  v 

person  shall  have  fully  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the  tr^^M 
Boms  fbr  which  they  may  be  accountable  and  liable. 

SXVI.   No  tfeaaurer    shall   iia' 
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XXX.  No  Secretary  of  this  State,  Attorney-General,  or  clerk  of 
any  court  of  record,  shall  have  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  House  of  Com- 
mons, or  Council  of  State. 

XXXI.  No  clergyman,  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  of  any  denomi- 
nation, shall  be  capable  of  being  a  member  of  either  the  Senate, 
House  of  Commons,  or  Council  of  State,  while  he  continues  in  the 
exercise  of  his  pastoral  function. 

XXXII.  No  person  who  shall  deny  the  being  of  God,  or  the  truth 
of  the  Protestant  religion,  or  the  divine  authority  of  cither  the  Old 
or  New  Testaments,  or  who  shall  hold  religious  principles  incompati- 
ble with  the  freedom  and  safety  of  the  State,  shall  be  capable  of 
holding  any  office,  or  plaice  of  trust  or  profit,  in  the  civil  department, 
within  this  State. 

XXXIII.  The  justices  of  the  peace,  within  their  respective  coun 
ties  in  this  State,  shall  in  future  oe  recommended  to  the  Govemoi 
for  the  time  being,  by  the  representatives  in  General  Assembly ; 
and  the  Governor  shall  commission  them  accordingly  :  and  the  jus- 
tices, when  so  commissioned,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior, and  shall  not  be  removed  from  office  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, unless  for  misbehavior,  absence,  or  inability. 

XXXTV.  There  shall  be  no  establishment  of  any  one  religions 
church  or  denomination  in  this  State,  in  preference  to  any  ower ; 
neither  shall  anv  person,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  bo  compelled 
to  attend  any  place  of  worship  contrary  to  his  own  faith  or  judg- 
ment, nor  be  ooliged  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of  any  glebe,  or  the 
building  of  any  house  of  worship,  or  for  the  maintainance  of  any 
minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  right,  or  has  vol- 
untarily and  personally  engaged  to  perform ;  but  all  persons  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  exercise  their  own  mode  of  worship :  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  exempt  preachers  of 
treasonable  or  seditious  discourses,  from  legal  trial  and  punishment 

XXXV.  No  person  in  the  State  shall  hold  more  than  one  lucra- 
tive office  at  any  one  time ;  provided  that  no  appointment  in  the 
militia,  or  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be  considered  as 
a  lucrative  office. 

XXXVI.  All  commissions  and  grants  shall  run  in  the  name 
tyf  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  bear  test,  and  bo  signed  by  the 
Governor.  All  writs  shall  run  in  the  same  manner,  and  bear  test, 
and  be  signed  by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  courts.     Indictments 

^hall  conclude,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State. 

XXXVII.  The  delegates  for  this  State  to  the  Continental  Con- 
egress,  while  necessary,  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, by  ballot ;  but  may  be  superseded,  in  the  mean  time,  in  the 

manner ;  and  no  person  shall  be  elected  to  serve  in  that  ca- 
loity  for  more  than  three  years  successively. 
XaXVIII.  There  shall  be  a  sheriff  coroner,  or  coroners,  and 
^soBStables,  in  each  county  within  this  State. 

XXXTX.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  whore  there  is  not  a  strong  pre- 
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HUmptiou  of  txixud,  shall  Dot  be  cootinued  in  priHOn  after  deli 
up,  bona/idf^  all  bis  estate,  real  and  personul,  for  tlie  use  of  hi* 
toTH,  in  such  niaaiiEr  aa  shall  hereafter  he  regulated  b;  Inn 
prieaneT^  sliitU  he  bailable  by  euf&cient  sureties,  unless  for 
ofieDOefl,  when  the  proof  in  evident,  or  the  preBumptioii  j^reat. 

XL,  Every  foreigner  who  eomes  to  settle  in  this  State, 
first  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  some,  may  purchase, 
other  just  inenns,  acquire,  hold,  and  transfer  laud,  or  other  i 
tato.  and  after  one  year's  residence  be  deemed  a  free  citizen. 

XXiI.  A  Echool  or  lichools  t^liall  be  established  by  the  L 
luro,  for  the  convenient  instruction  of  youth,  with  such,  saioi 
the  masters,  pmd  by  the  public,  aa  may  enable  them  to  ills^^ 
low  prices  ;  and,  all  useful  learning  shall  be  duly  encouragci 
promoted  in  one  or  more  uniTerflities. 

XLII.  No  purobaM  of  Uuds  shall  be  made  of  the  Indian  iv 
but  on  beliiilf  of  the  public,  by  authority  of  the  General  Asax 

XLIII,  The  future  Legislature  of  tLis  State  shall  reg^ 
Isila,  in  such  a  manner  aa  to  prevent  perpetuities. 

XLIV.  The  deoIaratioD  of  rights  is  hereby  declared  to  t^ 
the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  ought  never  tJ3  be  vL  ■* 
flflv  pretence  whatsoever. 

XLV.  Any  member  of  either  house  of  General  Assens::: 
have  liberty  to  dissent  from  and  protest  against  any  act  c:: 
wbich  he  may  tbink  injurious  to  the  public,  or  any  Individ 
haTc  the  re&sons  of  liis  dissent  entered  ou  the  journals. 

XLVI    Neither  house  of  the  Genera!  Assembly  shaltfl 
upon  public  business,  unless  a  majority  of  all  the  member^ 
twusc  are  actually  present ;  and  that  upon  a  motion  made 
onded,  the  yeas  and  nays,  upon  any  question,  shall  be  takers 
tered  ou  the  journals :  and  that  the  journals  of  the  prooe-  ^ 
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ynars  thereafter,  in  proportion  to  the  public  taxes  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  State,  by  the  citizens  thereof;  and  the  average  of 
the  public  taxes  paid  by  each  county  into  the  treasury  of  the  State, 
for  the  five  years  preceding  the  laying  off  of  the  districts,  shall  bi' 
considered  as  its  proportion  of  the  public  taxes,  and  constitute  tlir 
basis  of  apportionment :  Provided  that  no  county  shall  be  dividcil 
in  the  formation  of  a  senatorial  district.  And  when  there  are  otie 
or  more  counties  having  an  excess  of  taxation  above  the  ratio  tii 
form  a  senatorial  district,  adjoining  a  county  or  counties  deficient 
in  such  ratio,  the  excess  or  exces^scs  aforesaid  shall  be  added  to  tho 
taxation  of  the  county  or  counties  deficient ;  and  if,  with  such  addi- 
tion, the  county  or  counties  receiving  it  shall  have  the  requisite  ratio, 
such  county  and  counties  each  shall  constitute  a  senatorial  district. 

2.  The  House  of  Commons  shall  be  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  representatives,  biennially  chosen  by  ballot,  to  be  elected  by 
counties  according  to  their  federal  population,  that  is,  according  tn 
their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  t<» 
the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service 
for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of 
all  other  persons  ;  and  each  county  shall  have  at  least  one  memljcr 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  although  it  may  not  contain  the  requi- 
site ratio  of  population. 

3.  This  apportionment  shall  be  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  at 
the  respective  times  and  periods  when  the  districts  for  the  Senate 
are  hereinbefore  directed  to  l>e  laid  off;  and  the  said  apportionment 
shall  be  made  according  to  an  enumeration  to  be  ordered  by  the 
General  Assembly,  or  according  to  the  census  which  may  be  taken 
by  order  of  Congress,  next  preceding  the  making  such  apportionment. 

4.  In  making  the  apportionment  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
ratio  of  representation  shall  be  ascertained  by  dividing  the  amount 
of  federal  population  in  the  State,  aft^^r  deducting  that  compre- 
hended within  those  counties  which  do  not  severally  contain  the  one 
hundred-and-tweuticth  part  of  the  entire  federal  population  afore- 
said, by  the  number  of  representatives  Iqss  than  the  number  assigned 
to  the  said  counties.  To  each  county  containing  the  said  ratio, 
and  not  twice  the  said  ratio,  there  shall  be  as.signed  one  representa< 
tive ;  to  each  county  containing  twice,  but  not  three  times  the  said 
ratio,  there  shall  bo  assigned  two  representatives,  and  so  on  progres- 
sively ;  and  then  the  remaining  representatives  shall  bo  assigned 
severally  to  the  counties  having  the  largest  fractions. 

Sec. II — I.  Until  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  which 
shall  be  had  after  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one.  th«* 
Senate  shall  bo  composed  of  members  to  be  elected  from  the  Severn! 
districts  hereinafter  named,  that  is  to  say,  the  first  district  shall 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Perquimons  and  Pasquotank  ;  the  2d  dis- 
trict, of  Camden  and  Currituck ;  the  3d  district.  Gates  and  Chowan : 
ihe  4th  district,  Washington  and  Tyrrell ;  the  5th  difltriot,  North- 
ampton ;  the  6th  district,  Hertford ;  the  7th  distriot,  Bertie ;  the 
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8th  diatriot,  Martin ;  the  9th  district,  Halifax;  the  lOth  t 
Kash  ;  the  I  Ith  district,  Wake;  the  12th  district,  Fraakli 
I3th  district,  Johnston  ;  the  14th  district,  Warren;  the  15 
trietEdgeoomb;  the  16th  district,  Wayne  ;  the  17th  district 
Bnd  Lenoir;  the  18th  district,  Pitt;  the  igthdiatriet,  Beauf 
Hyde;  fte  SOth  district,  Carteret  and  Jones;  the  2Ut  <3 
Craven ;  the  2-2d  district,  Chatham ;  the  23d  district,  Gra 
tiie  24tb  district,  Person  ;  the  25th  district,  Cumberland  ;  t1 
district,  Sampson  ;  the  27th  district,  N ew- Hanover ;  the  281 
trict,  Duplin;  the  29th  district,  Onslow;  tho  30th  district, 
wick,  Bladen,  and  Colttmhtia;  the  Slst  district,  Robeson  and 
mond  ;  the  3-2d  district,  Anaon  ;  the  33d  district.  Cabarrus  ;  tb 
distriot,  Moore  and  Montgomery ;  the  35th  district,  Caswel 
86tb  district.  Bockiagham ;  the  37tli  district.  Orange ;  tht 
district,  Handolph  ;  the  ^Oth  district,  Ouilford  ;  tho  4UtL  d 
Stokes;  the  41st  district,  Bowan  ;  the  4'Jd  district,  Daridso] 
43d  district,  Surry  ;  the  44th  district,  Wilkes  and  Ashe  ;  thi 
distriot,  Burke  and  Yancy ;  the  4tith  district,  Liuealn  :  thi 
district  Iredell ;  the  48th  district,  Butherford  ;  the  49th  di 
Bunooinbo,  Haywood  and  Macon  ;  the  50th  district,  Mecklen 
— each  district  to  be  entitled  to  one  senator 

2.  Until  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  after  th« 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  tho  House  of  Oomiuoiis  si* 
oomposed  of  members  elected  from  the  counties  in  the  fu* 
manner,  via. :  The  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Orange  shall  elc 
members  each.  The  couutiea  of  Burke,  Chatham,  GrauviO 
ford,  Halifax,  Iredell,  Mecklenburg,  Rowan,  Rutherford, 
Stokes,  and  Wake  shall  elect  three  members  each.  The  co^ 
Anson,  Beaafort,  Bertie,  Buncombe,  Cumborbind,  Ct^Teii 
Davidson,   Duplin,  Edgecomh,  Franklin,   Johnston,    Mon"" 
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3.  No  free  negro,  free  mulatto,  or  free  person  of  mixed  blood,  de- 
scended from  negro  ancestors  to  the  fourth  generation  inclusive, 
(though  one  ancestor  of  each  generation  may  have  been  a  white  per- 
son,) shall  vote  for  members  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Commons. 

Sec.  IV. — 1.  In  the  election  of  all  officers,  whose  appointment  18 
conferred  on  the  General  Assembly  by  the  Constitution,  the  votes 
shall  be  vira  voc4!. 

2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  regula- 
ting the  mode  of  appointing  and  removing  militia  officers. 

3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pass  general  laws 
regulating  divorce  and  alimony,  but  shall  not  have  power  to  grant 
a  divorce  or  secure  alimony  in  any  individual  case. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  have  power  to  pass  any  private 
law  to  alter  the  name  of  any  person,  or  to  legitimate  any  persons 
not  born  in  lawful  wedlock,  or  to  restore  to  the  rights  of  citizenship 
any  person  convicted  of  an  infamous  crime ;  but  shall  have  power 
to  pass  general  laws  regulating  the  same. 

5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  pass  any  private  law,  unless 
it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  thirty  days  notice  of  application  to 
pass  such  law  shall  have  been  given,  under  such  directions  and  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 

6.  If  vacancies  shall  occur  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise, 
before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  writs  maybe  issued  by 
law.  the  Governor,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 

7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  biennially,  and  at  each  bien- 
nial session  shall  elect,  by  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses,  a  Secretary 
of  State,  Treasurer,  and  Council  of  State,  who  shall  continue  in 
office  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  Governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  voters  for 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  at  such  time  and  places  as 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  are  elected. 

2.  He  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  time  of 
his  installation,  and  until  another  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  ;  but 
he  shall  not  be  eligible  more  than  four  years  in  any  term  of  six  years. 

3.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  (iovernor  shall  be  sealed  up 
and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  by  the  returning  officers, 
directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish 
them  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  both  houses 
of  the  General  Assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  Governor ;  but  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and 
highest  in  Totcs,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  joint  vote 
of  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

4.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  determined  by  both 
houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  such  nuinner  as  shall  bo  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

5.  The  Governor  elect  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  the  office  on 


«» 


264  CONSTITUTIOtf   OF 

the  first  day  of  January  ntst  after  hie  clectioo,  baviog 
taken  the  oaths  of  offiee  in  the  presence  of  tlie  mcmbe 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  before  the  Chief  Jm 
Supremo  Court,  who,  in  ease  the  Governor  elect  abould  be 
from  attendance  before  the  Ueneral  Assenibly,  by  aicknee 
unavoidable  cause,  ie  authorized  to  administer  the  same. 

AKTICLE    III. 

SKr.  I. — 1,  The  Governor,  judees  of  the  Supreme  C 
jddges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  ana  all  other  officers  of  ' 

S except  justices  of  the  peace  and  militia  officers,)  may  be 
9T  wilfully  viol&tisg  any  article  of  the  Constitution,  mala 
tion,  or  corruption. 

2,  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  exte 
than  to  remove  from  office  aud  disqualification  to  hold  and 
i»fficc  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State ;  but  the 
vioted  may  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judf 
punishment,  according  to  law. 

3.  The  House  of  Commons  shall  have  the  solo  power  o 
ment.  The  Senate  shallhavethosolepower  to  try  allimpt 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  upon  auy  impeachment,  i 
thirds  of  the  senators  present  shall  concur  in  guch  conric 
before  the  trial  of  any  impeachment,  the  members  of  t 
ahall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  truly  and  impartially 
determine  the  charge  in  question,  according  to  evidence. 

Sec.  II.— 1,  Any  jndge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  of  thi 
Courts,  may  ho  removed  from  office  for  mental  or  physico! 
upon  a  concurrent  resolution  of  two-thirdo  of  both  brano 
General  Assembly.  The  judge  against  whom  the  LegisL 
bo  about  U>  proceed,  shall  receive  uoticc  thereof,  accompa 


NORTH    CAROLINA.  266 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Skc.  I. — 1.  No  conventiou  of  the  people  shall  be  called  by  the 
General  Assembly,  unless  by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 

2.  No  part  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  shall  be  altered,  un- 
less a  bill  to  alter  the  same  shall  have  been  read  three  times  in  each 
house  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  agreed  to  by  three-fifths  of  the 
whole  number  of  members  of  each  house  respectively ;  nor  shall  any 
alteration  take  place  until  the  bill  so  agreed  to  shall  have  been  pub- 
lished six  montiis  previous  to  a  new  election  of  members  to  the 
General  Assembly.  If^  after  such  publication,  the  alteration  pro- 
posed by  the  preceding  General  Assembly  shall  be  agreed  to  in  tho 
first  session  tnereafter,  by  two  thirds  of  the  whole  representation  in 
each  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
read  three  times  on  three  several  days,  in  each  house,  then  the  said 
General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  a  mode  by  which  the  amendment 
or  amendments  may  be  submitted  to  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
House  of  Commons  throughout  the  State ;  and  if,  upon  comparing 
the  votes  given  in  the  whole  State,  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of 
the  voters  have  approved  thereof,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  the  samo 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

iSkc.  II.  The  thirty-second  section  of  the  Constitution  shall  bo 
amended  to  read  as  follows :  No  person  who  shall  deny  the  bein^ 
of  God,  or  the  truth  of  tho  Christian  religion,  or  the  divine  authority 
of  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  or  who  shall  hold  religious  principlc.<« 
incoinputihlc  with  the  freedom  or  safety  of  the  State,  shall  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit  in  the  civil  de- 
partment within  this  State. 

iSi:c.  III. — I.  Capitation  tax  shall  be  equal  throughout  the  Stato. 
upon  all  individuals  subject  to  the  same. 

2.  All  free  males  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  under  thu 
age  of  forty-five  years,  and  all  slaves  over  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
and  under  the  age  of  fifty  years,  shall  be  subject  to  capitation  tax. 
and  no  other  person  shall  be  subject  to  such  tax:  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  exemptions  of  taxable  polN. 
as  heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  in  cases  of  bodily  infirmity. 

Sec.  IV.  No  person  who  shall  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  United  States,  or  any  department  tnereof,  or  under 
this  State,  or  any  other  State  or  government,  shall  hold  or  exorcise 
any  other  office  or  place  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  authority  of  this 
State,  or  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  house  of  the  Gtsneral  Assem- 
bly :  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  officers 
in  the  militia  or  justices  of  the  peace. 
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TuE  first  selllemcnt  in  Soiiib  Carolina  was  made  ai  Port  Royal,  in  IfSTO. 
The  (bllowing  year  a  seiilcinent  was  commcnct'c)  at  Old  Charlesion  (above 
iis  preneot  site.)  Id  IGHO  rhey  abandoned  that  location,  and  laid  the  fouada- 
lion  of  the  present  cily  of  CharleMon.  Id  IGM  a  colony  of  French  refufrces* 
i^'ttlcil  in  this  Slate.  In  1703  the  Church  of  England  was  established  by  law. 
Bui  Ihinpi  were  in  a  "ery  unnciiled  slate  for  some  lime,  and  in  1719  ihe  colo- 
niHts  renounced  the  proprietory  govemiDenl.  In  IGSS  the  territory  was  pur- 
chawd  ot  the  pruprietors,  as  narrated  in  the  account  of  North  Carolina.  In 
IT52  about  1600  foK'ign  Protestants,  who  had  Bed  from  pcrseculion,  arrived  in 
Carolina,  which  added  much  interest  to  its  settlement.  This  Stale  Buffered 
much  in  wars  with  the  Indians.  The  first  Constitution  was  formed  in  17T&— 
iheprescnt  one  in  1790. 

Tli«  British  troops  occupied  Charleston  in  1780. .  Several  hard  battles  were 
fought  in  this  Slate,  the  niusi  important  of  whiuh  was  at  Eutaw  Springs,  in 
1781,  which  in  effect  terminated  the  war  in  this  State. 

Area  25,000  sq.  m.    Pop.  594,33^,  of  which  327,000  arc  slaves. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  Drhfiaies  of  the  People  of  the  Slate  of  South  Caroiina,  in 
general  Canveniion  met,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution 
for  its  government. 

ARTICLE  1. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  thifl  State  shall  be  vested  in 
a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 
chosen  by  ballot,  every  second  year,  by  the  citizens  of  this  State, 
([ualified  as  in  this  Constitution  is  provided. 

3.  The  several  election  districts  in  this  State  shall  elect  the  fol- 
lowing number  of  representatives,  viz.  :  Charleston,  including  St. 
Philip  and  St.  Micluid,  fifteen  members ;  Christ  Church,  three 
members ;  St.  John,  Berkley,  three  members ;  St.  Andrew,  three 
members ;  St.  George,  Dorchester,  three  members ;  St.  James, 
Goose  Creek,  three  members;  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis,  three 
members ;  St.  Paul,  three  members ;  St.  Bartholomew,  three 
members ;  St.  James,  Santee,  three  members ;  St.  John,  Colleton, 
three  members ;  St.  Stephen,  three  members ;  St.  Helena,  three 
members ;  St,  Luke,  three  members ;  Prince  William,  three  mem- 
bers ;  St.  Peter,  three  members  ;  All  Saints,  (including  its  ancient 
boundaries.)  one  member  ;  Winyaw,  (not  including  any  part  of  All 
Saints,)  three  members;  Kingston,  (not  including  any  part  of  All 
Saints,)  two  members ;  Williamsburg,  two  members  ;  Liberty,  two 
members ;  Marlborough,  two  members  ;  Chesterfield,  two  members  ; 
Darlington,  two  members ;  York,  three  members ;  Chester,  two 
members ;  Fairfield,  two  members ;  Richland,  two  members ;  Lan- 
caster, two  members ;  Kershaw,  two  members ;  Clareinont,  two 
Tiicmbers ;  Clarendon,  two  members ;  Abbeville,  three  members ; 
IMgefield,  three  members  ;  Newberry,  (including  the  fork  between 
Broad  and  Saluda  rivers,)  three  members ;  Laurens,  three  mem- 
bers ;  Union,  two  members ;  Spartan,  two  members ;  Greenville, 
two  members ;  Pendleton,  three  members ;  St.  Matthew,  two  mem- 
bers ;  Orange,  two  members ;  Winton,  (including  the  district  be- 
tween Savannah  river,  and  the  north  fork  of  Edisto.)  three  members ; 
Saxe  Gotha,  three  members. 

4.  Every  free  white  man,  of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  being  a 
eiticen  of  this  State,  and  having  resided  therein  two  years  previous 
to  the  day  of  election,  and  who  hath  a  freehold  of  fifty  acres  of  land, 
or  a  town  lot,  of  which  he  hath  been  legally  seized  and  possessed,  at 
least  six  months  before  such  election,  or,  not  having  such  freehold 
or  town  lot,  hath  been  a  resident  in  the  election  district,  in  which 
he  offers  to  give  his  vote,  six  months  before  the  said  election,  and 
hath  paid  a  tax  the  preceding  year  of  three  shillingB  sterling  towards 
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the  8upport  of  this  goycrnmcnt,  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  for  a 
member  or  members,  to  serve  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
for  the  election  district  in  which  he  holds  such  property,  or  is  so 
resident. 

5.  The  returning  officer,  or  any  other  person  present,  entitled  to 
vote,  may  rotjuire  any  person  who  shall  offer  his  yot«  at  an  election, 
to  produce  a  certificate  of  his  citizenship,  and  a  receipt  from  the 
tax  collector  of  his  having  paid  a  tax.  entitling  him  to  vote,  or  U* 
swear,  or  affirm,  that  he  is  duly  qualified  to  vote  agreeably  to  this 
Constitution. 

6.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, unless  he  is  a  free  whito  man,  of  the  ago  ef  twenty-one 
years,  and  hath  been  a  citizen  and  resident  in  this  State  three  years 
previous  to  his  election.  If  a  resident  in  the  election  district,  he 
shall  not  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Uouse  of  Representatives, 
unless  he  be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his  own  right,  of  a 
settled  freehold  estate  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  ten 
negroes  ;  or  of  a  real  estate,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt.  If  a  non-resident,  he  shall  be  legally 
seized  and  possessed  of  a  settled  freehold  estate  therein,  of  the 
value  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt. 

7.  The  Senate  sliall  be  composed  of  members  to  be  chosen  for 
four  years,  in  the  following  proportions,  by  the  citizens  of  this  State, 
qualified  to  elect  members  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  places,  where  they 
shall  vote  for  representatives,  viz. :  Charleston,  (including  St.  Philip 
and  St.  Micluiol.)  two  members ;  Christ  Churoh,  one  member ;  St 
John.  Berkeley,  one  member :  St.  Andrew,  one  member ;  St.  George, 
one  member,  St.  James,  Goose  Creek,  one  member;  St.  Thomas 
and  St.  Dennis,  one  member;  St.  Paul,  one  member;  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, one  menibtM' ;  St.  James,  Santee,  one  member :  St.  John,  Col- 
leton,  one  member ;  St.  Stephens,  one  member ;  St.  Helena,  one 
member ;  St.  Luke,  one  member ;  Prince  William,  one  member :  St. 
Peter,  one  member;  All  Saints,  one  member;  Winyaw  and  Wil 
liam.sburgli.  one  member:  Liberty  and  Kingston,  one  member;  Marl- 
borou<rh,  Chesterfield  and  Darlington,  two  members ;  York,  one  mem- 
ber ;  Fairfield,  Richland  and  Chest<;r,  one  member ;  Lancaster  and 
Kershaw,  r»ne  uiember;  Claremont  and  Clarendon,  one  member: 
Abbovillo,  one  member  ;  Edgefield,  one  member ;  Newbury,  (includ- 
ing the  fork  between  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers.)  one  member ;  Lau- 
rens, one  member;  Union,  one  member;  Spartan,  one  member; 
Creenville,  one  member;  Pendleton,  one  member ;  St.  Matthew  and 
Orange,  one  member;  Winton,  (including  the  district  between  Sa- 
vannali  river  and  the  north  fork  of  Edisto,)  one  member ;  Saxo 
Gotha,  one  member. 

8.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  unless  be  is 
a  free  white  man,  of  the  ago  of  thirty  years,  and  hath  been  a  eitizeii 
and  resident  in  this  State  five  years  previous  to  his  election.     If  a 
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resident  in  the  election  district,  he  shall  not  be  eligible  unless  he 
be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his  own  right,  of  a  settled  free- 
hold estate  of  the  value  of  throe  hundred  pounds  sterling,  clear  of 
debt.  If  a  non-resident  in  the  election  district,  he  shall  not  be  eli- 
gible unless  he  be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his  own  right,  of 
a  settled  freehold  estate,  in  the  said  district,  of  the  value  of  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt 

9.  Immediately  after  the  senators  shall  be  assembled,  in  conseauence 
of  the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes. 
The  scats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expiration  of  the  second  year,  and  of  the  second  class,  at  the  end  of 
tlie  fourth  ycaT :  so  that  one-half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  may 
be  chosen,  forever  thereafter,  every  second  year,  for  the  term  of 
four  years. 

1 U.  Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  chosen  on  the  second  Monday  in  October  next,  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing :  and  on  the  same  days  in  every  second  year  thereafter,  in 
such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  are  herein  directed ;  and  shall 
meet  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  annually,  at  Columbia, 
(which  shall  remain  the  seat  of  government  until  otherwise  deter- 
mined, by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the 
whole  representation,)  unless  the  casualties  of  war,  or  contagious 
disorders  should  render  it  unsafe  to  meet  there ;  in  either  of  which 
cases,  the  Governor  or  commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being  may, 
by  proclamation,  appoint  a  more  secure  and  convenient  place  of 
meeting. 

1 1.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  Qualifi- 
cations of  its  own  members ;  and  a  majority  of  each  house  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  may 
be  provided  by  law. 

12.  Each  house  shall  choose  by  ballot  its  own  officers,  determine 
its  rules  of  proceeding,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a 
second  time  for  the  same  cause. 

13.  Each  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment,  during  sitting,  any 
person,  not  a  member,  wno  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house, 
by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  presence— or  who, 
during  the  time  of  its  sitting,  shall  threaten  harm  to  body  or  estate 
of  any  member,  for  anything  said  or  done  in  either  house ;  or  who 
shall  assault  any  of  them  therefor ;  or  who  shall  assault  or  arrest 
any  witness  or  other  person  ordered  to  attend  the  house,  in  his  goinff 
to  or  returning  therefrom ;  or  who  shall  rescue  any  person  arrested 
by  order  of  the  house. 

14.  The  members  of  both  houses  shall  be  protected  in  their  {per- 
sons and  estates,  during  their  attendance  on,  going  to,  and  returning 
from  Uie  Legislature,  and  ten  days  previooB  to  their  sitting,  and  ten 
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the  support  of  this  govcnimeDt,  Bhall  have  a  right  tn  vote  for  a 
member  or  members,  to  serve  in  either  branch  of  the  LegUIatnre, 
for  the  election  district  in  which  he  holda  BticU  property,  or  is  so 
rosident. 

5.  The  returning  officer,  or  any  other  pcraon  present,  entitled  to 
vote,  may  require  any  person  who  shall  offer  his  Tot«  at  an  election, 
to  produce  a  certificate  of  his  citizenship,  and  a  receipt  from  tie 
tax  collector  of  his  having  paid  a  lax,  entitling  him  to  vote,  or  to 
swear,  or  affirm,  that  he  is  duly  qualified  to  vote  agreeably  to  tti' 
Constitution. 

6.  No  person  shall  bo  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rep'^~ 
sentativea,  unless  he  is  a  free  white  man,  of  the  i^c  ef  twentj-'"*' 
j'ears,  and  hath  been  a  citizen  and  resident  in  this  State  three  'S^^TL 
previous  to  his  election.     If  a  resident  in  the  election  disL'W'*;^^ 
shall   not  be   eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rcpresoii  Aft^'^S  * 
unless  he  be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his   own    ri^'^V    .j 
settled  freehold   estate   of  five   Iiundrcd   acres    of  laud,    ^ — -"^  ^ 
negroes  ;  or   of  a  real  estate,  of  the  value  of  ono  hundred  ^EiEsv** 
pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt.     If  a  non-resident,  he  shall  b^^^^^  ^ 
seized  and  possessed  of  a  settled  freehold  cstute  tUcrcin^^'^'s 
value  of  fivo  liuiulrcd  pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt. 

7.  The  Senate  sUnll  bo  composed  of  members  to  bo  olr 
four  years,  in  the  following  pmportions,  by  the  citiecns  of  th~M 
qualiGed  to  elect  members  to  the  House  of  IleprescntatiTe^^ 
same  time,  iu  the  same  manner,  and  at  the.  same  places,  wh«=  J 
shall  vote  for  representatives,  vis, ;  Oharleston,  (including  SF^ 
and  St.  Michael,)  two  members ;  Christ  Churoh,  one  mnn^^-i 
John,  Berkeley,  one  member;  St,  Andrew,  one  member  ;  St_,c* 
one  member i  St.  James,  Goose  Creek,  one  member;  St.  - 
and  St.  Dennis,  one  member ;  St.  Paul,  one  member ;  St.  '. 
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resident  in  the  election  district,  he  shall  not  be  eligible  unless  he 
be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his  own  right,  of  a  settled  free- 
hold estate  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling,  clear  of 
debt.  If  a  non-resident  in  the  election  district,  he  shall  not  be  eli- 
gible unless  he  be  legally  seized  and  possessed,  in  his  own  right,  of 
a  settled  freehold  estate,  in  the  said  district,  of  the  value  of  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt 

9.  Immediately  after  the  senators  shall  be  assembled,  in  conseauence 
of  the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes. 
The  scats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expiration  of  the  second  year,  and  of  the  second  class,  at  the  end  of 
the  foiirth  yeaT :  so  that  one-half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  may 
bo  chosen,  forever  thereafter,  every  second  year,  for  the  term  of 
four  years. 

10.  Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  chosen  on  the  second  Monday  in  October  next  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing :  and  on  the  same  days  in  every  second  year  thereafter,  in 
such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  are  herein  directed ;  and  shall 
meet  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  annually,  at  Columbia, 
(which  shall  remain  the  seat  of  government  until  otherwise  deter- 
mined, by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the 
whole  representation,)  unless  the  casualties  of  war,  or  contagious 
disorders  should  render  it  unsafe  to  meet  there ;  in  either  of  which 
cases,  the  Governor  or  commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being  may, 
by  proclamation,  appoint  a  more  secure  and  convenient  place  of 
meeting. 

1 1.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  Qualifi- 
cations of  its  own  members ;  and  a  majority  of  each  house  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  may 
be  provided  by  law. 

12.  Each  house  shall  choose  by  ballot  its  own  officers,  determine 
its  rules  of  proceeding,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a 
second  time  for  the  same  cause. 

13.  Each  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment,  during  sitting,  any 
person,  not  a  member,  wno  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house, 
by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  presence— or  who, 
during  the  time  of  its  sitting,  shall  threaten  harm  to  body  or  estate 
<^  any  member,  for  anything  said  or  done  in  either  house ;  or  who 
shall  assault  any  of  them  Uierefor ;  or  who  shall  assault  or  arrest 
any  witness  or  other  person  ordered  to  attend  the  house,  in  his  goinff 
to  or  returning  therefrom ;  or  who  shall  rescue  any  person  arrested 
by  order  of  the  house. 

14.  The  members  of  both  houses  shall  be  protected  in  their  per^ 
sons  and  estates,  during  their  attendance  on,  going  to,  and  returning 
from  the  Legislature,  and  ten  days  previooB  to  their  sitting,  and  ten 
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days  after  the  adjoarnmeut  of  the  Legislature,  Bat  these  pi 
ahnll  not  be  esteuded  bo  as  to  protect  any  member  who 
charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

15.  Bills  for  raising  a  revenne  shall  originate  in  the  House 
resentatives,  but  may  be  altered,  ameoded,  or  rejected  by  the 
All  other  hills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and  may  be  ai 
altered,  or  reiocted  by  the  other, 

16  No  bill  or  ordinance  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  until 
have  been  read  three  times,  and  on  three  several  days,  in  cacl 
has  had  the  Great  Seal  affixed  to  it,  and  has  been  signec 
Senate-House,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  ^peakei 
Honse  of  Representatives, 

17.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
the  legislative  authority  of  the  State. 

18.  The  members  of  the  Legislature,  who  shall  asnembl 
this  CoDstitution,  shall  he  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  pub 
eury,  as  a  compcusation  for  their  expenses,  a  sum  not  ezceedii 
shillings  sterling  a  day,  during  their  attendance  on,  going 
returning  from  the  Legislature :  hut  the  same  may  be  inpri 
diminished  by  law,  if  circumstances  shall  require ;  but  no  alt 
ahall  he  made  by  any  Legislature,  bo  take  effect  dnring  the  e: 
of  the  Legislature  which  shall  makt;  such  alteration. 

19.  Neither  house  shall,  during  their  session,  without  the 
of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  ar 
place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

20.  No  biU  or  ordinance,  which  shall  have  been  rejected  b 
house,  shail  be  brought  in  again  during  the  sitting,  without  1 
the  house,  and  notice  of  sis  days  being  previously  given, 

21.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislatur 
he  holds  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  this  State,  the 
States,  or  either  of  them,  or  under  any  other  power— esccpt 
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23.  And  whereas  the  ministers  of  the  Grospel  are,  by  their  pro- 
fession, dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  and  tne  care  of  souls,  and 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duty  of  their  functions : 
therefore,  no  minister  of  the  Gospel,  or  public  preacher,  of  any  re- 
ligious persuasion,  whilst  he  continues  in  the  exercise  of  his  pastoral 
functions,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  or  a  seat  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  executive  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  invested  in 
a  Governor,  to  be  chosen  in  manner  following :  as  soon  as  may  be, 
after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  at  every  first  meeting  of  the  House  of  Representatives  thereaf- 
ter, when  a  majority  of  both  houses  shall  be  present,  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  shall,  jointly,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, choose,  by  ballot,  a  Governor,  to  continue  for  two  years,  and 
until  a  new  election  shall  be  made. 

2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor,  unless  he 
hath  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  hath  resided  within  this 
Stat<i,  and  been  a  citizen  thereof,  ten  years,  and  unless  he  be  seized 
and  possessed  of  a  settled  estate  within  the  same,  in  his  own  right, 
of  the  value  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  sterling,  clear  of  debt. 

No  person,  having  served  two  years  as  Governor,  shall  be  re-eligible 
to  that  office,  till  after  the  expiration  of  four  years. 

No  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  Governor,  or  any  other  office  or 
commission,  civil  or  mUitary,  except  in  the  militia,  either  in  this 
State  or  under  any  State,  or  the  United  States,  or  in  any  other 
power,  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

3.  A  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  chosen  at  the  same  time,  in 
the  same  manner,  continue  in  office  for  the  same  period,  and  be  pos- 
sessed of  the  same  qualifications,  as  the  Governor. 

4.  A  member  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  being 
chosen,  and  acting  as  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor,  shall  va- 
cate his  seat,  and  another  person  shall  be  elected  in  his  stead. 

5.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  or  his  removal 
firom  office,  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  Liea- 
tenant-€k)vemor  shall  succeed  to  his  office.  And  in  case  of  the  im- 
peachment of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  his  removal  from  office, 
death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  shfdl  succeed  to  his  office,  till  a  nomination  to  those  offices 
respectively  shall  be  made  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  remainder  of  the  time  for  which  the  officer  so  impeach- 
ed, removed  from  office,  dying,  resigning,  or  being  absent,  was 
elected. 

6.  The  Gkyvemor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  this  State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  be 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
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7,  He  shall  have  pow^r  to  grant  rcpriuvcs  and  partioi 
TictioD,  except  in  casee  of  impeach  meat,  in  eucfa   ma: 
terms,  wd  undef  restriotiona,  as  he  shall  ibiuk  proper 
have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeUurce,  unless  othei 

S.  He  ahalt  take  oore  that  the  laws  be  lajthfully   cze- 

9  He  shall  have  power  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  p 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  thirty  days. 

10.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  hia  services  a  ct 
tion,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  or  diminished  dm 
period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

11.  All  officers  in  the  eiecn live  department,  when  reqt 
the  Governor,  shall  give  htm  information,  in  writing,  upon  ; 
ject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

12.  The  Governor  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
Asserahly  information  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  and 
mend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  be  shall  judj 
sary  or  expedient. 

13.  He  may,  on  estraordinary  occasions,  convene  the 
Assembly,  and,  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two 
with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  gi 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  fourth  Mondaj 
fflonth  of  November  then  ensuing, 

AKTIC'LE  III. 

8eo.  I.  The  judicial  power  sjiall  be  vested  in  such  snpei 
inferior  courts  of  law  and  oi^uity,  an  the  Lcgislaturo  shall,  fr 
to  time,  direct  and  establish. 

The  judges  of  each  shall  hold  their  commisaiona  darii 
beha^ " 
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discharge  the  duties  thereof,  and  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  tliis  State,  and  of  the  United  States." 

^ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  That  tlie  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sok» 
power  of  impeaching ;  but  no  imprachment  shall  be  made,  unless 
with  the  couourrenee  of  two-thirds  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives. 

•i.  All  impoiichnients  shsiU  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  When  sit- 
ting for  that  purpose,  the  Senators  shall  be  on  oath  or  or  affirma- 
tion :  and  no  person  shall  Ik;  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  tlio  membcTS  present. 

3.  The  Governor.  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  all  the  civil  officers, 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office ;  bat 
judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  a  removal 
from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust, 
or  profit,  under  this  htate.  The  party  convicted  shall,  nevertheless, 
be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according 
to  law. 

ARTICLE  yj. 

Sec.  1.  The  judges  of  the  superior  courts,  the  commissioners  of 
the  treasury,  Secretary  of  the  State,  and  Surveyor-General,  shall  be 
elected  by  the  joint  l»allot  of  both  houses,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  commissioners  of  the  treasury.  Secretary  of  this 
State,  and  Surveyor-Crcneral,  shall  hold  their  offices  for  four  years 
but  shall  not  be  eligible  again  for  four  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  for  which  they  shall  have  been  elected. 

2.  All  other  officers  shall  ho  appointed  as  they  hitherto  have  been, 
until  otherwise  directed  by  law ;  but  sherifis  shall  hold  their  offices 
for  four  years,  and  not  be  again  eligible  for  f(»ur  years  after  the 
term  for  which  they  shall  have  been  elected. 

3.  All  commissir»ns  sliall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  State, 
and  bo  signed  by  the  Governor. 

ARTICLE  VIT. 

All  laws  in  force  in  this  State  at  the  passing  of  this  Constitution, 
shall  so  continue  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  Legislature ;  ex- 
cept where  they  are  temporary,  in  which  case  they  shall  expire  at 
the  times  respectively  limited  for  their  duration,  if  not  continued  by 
act  of  the  Legislature. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Sec.  1.  The  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession 
afid  worship,  without  discrimination  or  preference,  shall,  forever 
hereafter,  be  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  mankind:  Provided, 
that  the  liberty  of  conscience  thereby  declared,  shall  not  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  justify  practices  incon* 
si-tiMjt  with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State. 

18 
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2.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  estates  of  both  civil  and 
religious  societies  and  of  corporated  bodies,  shall  remain  as  if  the 
Constitution  of  this  State  had  not  been  alt^ed  or  amended. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Sec.  1.  All  power  is  originally  vested  in  the  people ;  and  all 
free  governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  are  instituted 
for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness. 

2.  No  freeman  of  this  State  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  or 
disseixed  of  his  freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  ex- 
iled, or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the 
luid :  nor  shall  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  im 
pairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  over  be  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  State. 

3.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power. 

4.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
posed, nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title  of  nobility  or  liered 
itarv  distinction,  nor  create  any  office,  the  appointment  to  which  shall 
be  for  any  longer  time  than  during  gt)od  behavior. 

6.  The  trial  by  jury,  as  heretofore  used  in  this  State,  and  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  shall  be  forever  inviolably  preserved. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Sec.  1.  The  business  of  the  treasury  shall  be  in  future  conducted 
by  two  treasurers,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  and  reside  in 
(Columbia ;  and  the  other  shall  hold  liis  office  and  reside  in  Charles- 
ton. 

2.  The  Secretary  of  State  and  Surv«-y<ir-<JiMiirral  shall  hold  their 
offices  both  in  Columbia  and  in  Cliarlo.iloii.  They  shall  reside  at 
one  place,  and  their  do])ntics  at  the  other. 

3.  At  the  c<m(.*lusi(>n  of  the  circuits,  the  judges  shall  meet  and  sit 
at  Columbia,  for  the  purjiose  of  hearing  and  determining  all  motions 
which  may  be  mado  for  new  trials,  and  in  arrest  of  judgments,  and 
such  points  of  law  as  njuy  be  submitted  to  them.  From  Columbia 
thev  shall  proceed  to  (Miarleston,  and  there  hear  and  determine  all 
such  motions  for  new  trials,  and  in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  such 
points  of  law  as  may  Ik*,  submitted  to  them. 

4.  The  (rovemor  shall  always  preside,  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Legislature,  at  the  ))lact»  where  their  sessions  may  be  held,  and  at 
all  other  times,  wherever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  good  may  n.»- 
<|uire. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  pass  laws 
for  the  abolition  of  the  rights  of  primogenitures,  and  for  giving  an 
e»iuitable  distribution  of  the  real  estate  of  intestates. 
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NARTICLK  XI. 

'^  8iinll  bo  cjillod.  unless  by  the  conciir- 

•«:lies  of  tiip  whole  representation. 

shall  bo  altered,  unless  a  bill  to  alter 

I  three  times  in   the   House  of  llcprc- 

•v  in  the  Senate,  and  a;:rreed  to  by  two-thirds 

A'hole  representation  ;  neither  shall  any  ul- 

.1  the  bill  so  agreed  to  be  published  three 

new  election  for  members  to  the  House  of  Rep- 

»f  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  Legislatare  shidl 

neir  first  session  by  two-thirds  of  the  whole  repre- 

vith  braTichcs  of  the  Legislature,  after  the  samie  snail 

.ead  three  times,  on  three  several  days  in  each  htmse,  then 

itlierwise.  the  same  shall  bcco^ie  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Am^.rtdmrnts  raiifird  Tkrmiber  17.   1808. 

following  sections,  in  amendment  of  the  third,  seven th,  and 
ections  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 
Q,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  valid  partj*  of  the  said 
;ution ;  and  the  said  third,  seventh,  and  ninth  sections,  or  such 
hereof  as  are  repugnant  to  such  amendments,  arc  lierehy  re- 
and  made  void. 

1 .  The  House  of  Ilepresentatives  shall  consist  of  one  hun- 
id  twenty  four  members,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
1  districts  of  the  State,  according  to  the  number  of  white  in- 
its  containe<l.  and  the  amount  of  all  taxes  raise<l  by  the  Leg- 
3,  whether  direct  or  indirect,  or  of  whatever  species,  paid  in 
cducting  therefrom  all  taxes  paid  on  account  of  property  held 
other  district,  and  adding  thereto  all  taxes  elsewhere  paid  on 
b  of  property  held  in  such  district.  An  enumeration  of  the 
uhabitants,  fr^r  this  purpose,  shall  bo  made  in  the  year  one 
id  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  in  the  course  of  every  tenth 
ereafter,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  by  law  directed :  and 
fntatives  shall  be  assigned  to  the  different  di.stricts  in  the 
ncntioned  proportion,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  ses- 
imediately  sneceedin«r  the  above  numeration. 
f  the  enunuTation  herein  directed  should  not  be  made  in  the 
of  the  year  appcnuted  for  the  purpose  by  these  amendments. 
I  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  have  it  effected  as  soon 
*ter  as  shall  b<j  practicable. 
n  asdigning  representatives  to  the   several  districts  of  the 
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State,  the  Legislature  shall  allow  one  reprcsentativo  for  every 
sixty-second  part  of  the  whole  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  tlie 
State;  and  one  representative  also  for  every  sixty-second  part  of  the 
whole  taxes  raised  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State.  The  LegiHlai- 
ture  shall  further  allow  one  repre»entativo  for  such  fractions  of  the 
sixty-second  part  of  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  of  the 
sixty-second  part  of  the  taxes  raised  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
as,  when  added  together,  form  a  unit. 

4.  In  every  apportionment  of  representation  under  these  amend- 
ments, which  shall  take  place  after  the  first  apportionment,  the 
amount  of  taxes  shall  be  estimated  from  the  average  of  the  ten  preced- 
ing years ;  but  the  first  apportionment  shall  be  foundca  upon 
the  tax  of  the  preceding  year,  excluding  from  the  amount  thcnsof 
the  whole  produce  of  the  tax  on  sales  at  public  auction. 

5.  If^  in  the  apportionment  of  representatives  under  these  amend- 
ments, any  election  district  shall  appear  not  to  be  entitled,  from  itfl 
population  and  its  taxes,  to  a  representative,  such  election  district 
shall,  nevertheless,  send  one  representative  ;  and,  if  there  should  be 
still  a  deficiency  of  the  number  of  representatives  required  by  these 
auiendmeuts.  such  deficiency  shall  be  supplied  by  assigning  repre- 
sentatives to  those  election  districts  having  the  largest  surplus 
fractions  :  whether  those  fractions  consist  of  a  combination  of  popu- 
lation ana  of  taxes,  or  of  population  or  of  taxes  separately,  until  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  members  be  provided. 

6.  No  apportionment,  under  these  amendments  shall  be  con* 
strued  to  take  elfect.  in  any  manner,  until  the  general  election 
which  shall  succeed  such  apportionment. 

7.  The  election  districts,  for  members  of  the  House  of  Hepresenta- 
tives,  shall  be  and  remain  as  herctof«)re  ostablishod,  except  Saxe 
Gotha  and  Newberry  ;  in  whicli  the  boundaries  shall  l)c  altered,  as 
follows,  viz  :  That  part  of  Lexington  in  the  fork  of  Broad  and  Sa- 
luda rivers,  shall  no  longer  compose  a  ))art  of  the  election  district 
of  Newberry,  but  shall  l)e  hencefortli  attached  to,  and  form  a  part 
of  Saxe  Gotha.  And,  also,  except  Orange  and  Barnwell,  or  Win  ton, 
in  which  the  boundaries  shall  Ikj  altered  as  follows,  viz. :  That  part 
of  Orange  in  the  fork  of  Edisto  shall  no  longer  compose  a  part  of 
the  election  district  of  Barnwell,  or  AVinton,  but  shall  bo  henceforth 
attached  to,  and  form  a  ))art  of.  Orange  election  district. 

H.  The  Senate  shall  }»e  composed  of  one  member  from  each  elec- 
tion district,  as  now  established  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
FIousc  of  Ilc))rcscntatives,  except  the  district  formed  by  the  par- 
iflhcN  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  to  which  shall  Ikj  allowed  tw" 
i*enators,  as  heretofore. 

\l  The  so.it.i  of  those  senators  who  under  the  Constitution  shall 
represent  two  or  more  ehrction  districts,  on  the  day  preceding  the 
second  Moiulay  of  (.^ctn'oer.  wliich  will  be  in  the  year  one  thouaand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  >»ball  W.  vacated  on  that  day,  and  the  new 
senators  who  shall  represent  such  districts  under  these  amend- 
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No  coiiTention  of  the  people  shiiU  bo  called,  unlcas  by  the  eoucur- 
rcucc  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  whole  representation. 

No  part  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  altered,  unless  a  bill  to  alter 
the  same  shall  have  been  read  three  times  in  the  House  of  llcpre- 
^entatives.  and  throe  times  in  the  Senate,  and  agreed  to  by  two-thirds 
of  both  branches  of  the  whole  representation  ;  neither  shall  nny  al- 
teration take  place  until  the  bill  so  agreed  to  bo  published  three 
mouths  previous  to  a  new  election  for  members  to  the  Ilouso  of  Rep* 
rosentatives  :  and  if  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  Lcgi8latari&  Bhail 
be  agreed  to  in  their  first  session  by  two-thirds  of  the  whole  robre- 
sentation  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  after  the  Baitte"amdl 
have  been  read  three  times,  on-  three  seyeral  days  in  each  haase/then 
and  not  otherwise,  the  same  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitation. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Amendments  ratified  Tkeembtr  17,   1808. 

The  following  sections,  in  amendment  of  the  third,  seventh,  and 
ninth  sections  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
shall  be,  and  they  arc  hereby  declared  to  be.  valid  parts  of  the  said 
Constitution  ;  and  the  said  third,  seventh,  and  ninth  sections,  or  such 
parts  thereof  as  are  repugnant  to  such  amendments,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed and  made  void. 

Sbc.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  one  hiitt- 
«fred  and  twenty  four  members,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
<4cetion  districts  of  the  State,  according  to  tlio  number  of  white  in- 
habitants contained,  and  the  amount  of  all  taxes  raised  by  the  Leg- 
islature, whether  direct  or  indirect,  or  of  whatever  species,  paid  in 
t^aeh,  deducting  therefrom  all  taxes  paid  on  account  of  property  held 
in  any  other  district,  and  adding  thereto  all  taxes  elsewhere  paid  on 
account  of  property  held  in  such  district.  An  enumeration  of  the 
white  inhabitants,  for  this  purpo.se,  shall  bo  made  in  the  year  one 
tiiousaud  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  in  the  course  of  every  tenth 
year  thereafter,  in  sueh  manner  as  shall  be  by  law  directed  :  and 
representatives  shall  be  assigned  to  the  different  districts  in  the 
jil)ove  mentioned  proportion,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  ses- 
Hion  immediately  succeeding  the  above  numeration. 

*2.  If  the  enumeration  herein  directed  should  not  be  made  in  the 
coarse  of  the  year  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  these  amendments, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Gdvernor  to  have  it  effected  as  soon 
thereafter  as  shall  be  practicable. 

3.  In  assigning  representntives  to  the  severar  districts  of  the 


Uroroi*  was  the  lalMI  Ktllrd  nf  tbc  ori^nil  tbineen  States.  In  ITS, 
Ueor^  II.  (for  vhom  Uw  Stale  vns  nnmni).  gnntnl  ihi*  mrlloiy  to  » 
a  company  of  bciievotciit  individoalH,  Ibr  Ihc  purpuve  of  piuviding  an  anylnm 
for  the  poor  of  EusIuikI.  nni!  for  Hip  perxeculed  Pnircslanls  of  all  nalioa*. 
The  affairs  of  the  ciiliniy  urr.- (•oiiiiniui-d  tii  n  board  of  'X  trusierti.  In  170 
JamenOglMhorpp.  wiihl3IJiinf!tr:!nl«,<'i>!iimij«:«la  s-Ulcmi-nl  al  Sjivanuah 
Tht  ncxl  year  n  lur^i'  iminlnT  of  nmtt  pcrsoiui  Drrinil.  Km  many  <il'  tho' 
em^antK  wen.'  foiiiiil  in  U-  iill.-  nnd  i;irlli['ii-iit.  Thiw  liil  th?  iniHtct^  to  in:iii  ■ 
liberal  olTiTii  lo  ouv  wlio  vo'ilil  wMlf  id  lliix  rolonv.  Bv  Ihln  hnndn-do  wmv 
Induced  lo  eume  oi-er  fn-in  Scullriu.I,  {ienuniir,  onrl  Su-iia-rlnnd.  In  I'M  »< 
many  ok  dSOO  cmijtrniiiR  luut  H-itl>iI  in  liiiM  riilimy,  of  whum  mure  than  1300 
rrro  tbe  poor  of  Eiiropi*.  ami  liir  vhoM-  hitpnuil  llic  iruxlees  hud  expendnl 
S5l)0,000.  Itiil  the  triiMui'j-,  Iwiii^  dirapiuiinleil  In  their  cxpcctaliuiu.  ^avc  up 
IhcirdiBTlcrinli-'W.findtiwi^awaRliniiiRhtuniiprn'itnla'iwwMmilartcilhe 
olker  eoliinie:<.  Thi-  fir>1  ConMiltiiioii  van  Tonnnl  in  ITTT,  the  wconil  in 
17H5,  and  tliE  pr.-si'ni  oik'  in  I7JS— .-iiid  vrm>  ninundi'tl  in  ifOS. 

Area  5H,000  sq.  m.    I'up.  ISKI,  U!)l,3!tt,  of  which  3ft),944  were  slaTcs. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I, 
Hv.c.  1.  Tlic  tcgislntive^,  executive,  and  juiliciar;  departments  of 
gOTcrnincnt  shall  ho  'lihtiiiot.  and  euch  department  uliall  be  confided 
to  a  Bcpanitc  body  of  niajti.itrucy  ;  and  no  person  or  colteetion  of 
perMHK.  I>cing  of  one  of  tliotie  departments,  shall  exorcise  any  power 
properly  attached  (o  cither  of  tlic  otliors,  csocpt  in  the  inBtuioM 
Wein  expressly  permitted. 
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2.  The  legislative  power  shall  he  vested  in  two  separate  and  dis- 
tinct branches,  to  wit :  a  Senat<!  and  House  of  Representatives,  to 
be  styled  '■  Ifw  General  Assembly." 

8.  The  Senate  shall  be  elected  annually,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  until  such  day  of  election  be  altered  by  law ;  and  shall 
be  composed  of  one  member  from  each  county,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
electors  thereof. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  ;  and  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the 
lJnit<'d  States,  and  three  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  and  shidl 
have  usually  resided  within  the  county  for  which  he  shall  be  returned, 
at  least  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  except  persons 
who  may  have  been  absent  on  public  businc^is  of  this  State  or  of  the 
United  States.)  and  is,  and  shall  have  been  possessed,  in  his  own 
right,  of  a  settled  freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  of  taxable  property  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
within  the  county,  or  for  one  year  preceding  his  election  ;  and  whose 
estate  shall,  on  a  reasonable  estimation,  be  fully  competent  to  the 
discharge  of  his  just  debts,  over  and  above  that  sum. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  a  president  out  of  their  own 
body. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation : 
and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment 
shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from  office  and  disqualification 
to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  within  this 
State ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall,  nevertheless,  be  subject  to  in- 
dictment, trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

7.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 
from  all  the  counties  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  included 
within  this  State,  according  to  their  respective  numbers  of  free  white 
persons,  and  including  three-fifths  of  all  the  people  of  color.  The 
actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  two  years,  and  within  cverv 
subsequent  term  of  seven  years  thereafter,  at  such  time  and  in  such 
manner  as  this  Convention  may  direct.  Each  county  containing 
three  thousand  persons,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  plan  of  enumera- 
tion, shall  be  entitled  to  two  members:  seven  thousand  to  three 
members ;  and  twelve  thousand  to  four  members  ;  but  each  county 
shall  have  at  hiast  one,  and  not  more  than  four  members ;  the  rep- 
resentatives shall  be  chosen  annually,  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember, until  such  day  of  election  be  altered  by  law.  Until  the 
aforesaid  enumeration  sliall  be  made,  the  several  counties  shall  bo 
entitled  to  the  following  number , of  representatives,  respectively: 
Camden  two;  Glynn  two;  Lil>erty  three;  M'lntosh  two;  Bryan 

•  one;  Chatham  four;  Effingham  two;  Scriven  two;  Montgomery 
two ;  Burke  three  ;  Bullock  one ;  Jefierson  three ;  Lincoln  two ; 
Blbert  three;  Jackson  two;  Richmond  three;  Wilkeb  four;  Colum- 
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bia  three ;  Warren  three ;  Wasliington  three ;  Hancock  foar ;  Greene 
three ;  Oglethorpe  three ;  and  Franklin  two. 

8.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  twentj-one  years,  and  have  been  seven  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  three  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  and 
have  usually  resided  in  the  county  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  one 
year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  (unless  he  shall  have  been 
absent  on  public  business  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States.) 
and  shall  be  possessed  in  his  own  right  of  a  settled  freehold  estate 
of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  of  taxable  property 
to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  within  the  county,  for  one 
year  preceding  his  election ;  and  whose  estate  shall,  on  a  reasonable 
estimation,  be  competent  to  the  discharge  of  his  just  debts,  over  and 
above  that  sum. 

9.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker  and 
other  officers. 

10.  They  shall  have  solely  the  power  to  impeach  all  persons  who 
have  been  or  may  be  in  office. 

11.  No  person  holding  any  military  commission  or  other  appoint- 
ment, having  any  emolument  or  compensation  annexed  thereto,  un- 
der this  State  or  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  except  justices 
of  the  inferior  court,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  officers  of  the  militia, 
nor  any  person  who  has  had  charge  of  public  moneys  belonging  to 
the  State,  unaccounted  for  and  unpaid,  or  who  has  not  paid  all  legal 
taxes  or  contributions  to  the  government  required  of  him,  shall  have 
A  seat  in  either  branch  of  the  General  Assembly;  nor  shall  any 
senator  or  representative  be  elected  to  any  office  or  appointment  by 
the  Legislature,  having  any  emoluments  or  compensation  annexed 
thereto,  during  the  time  for  which  ho  shall  have  been  elected,  with 
the  above  exception,  unless  ho  shall  decline  accepting  his  seat,  by 
notice  to  the  executive  within  twenty  days  after  he  shall  have  been 
elected ;  nor  shall  any  member,  after  having  taken  his  seat,  be  eligi- 
ble to  any  of  the  aforesaid  offices  or  appointments  during  the  time 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

12.  The  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  annually,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  until  such  day  of  meeting  be  altered 
by  law :  a  majority  of  each  branch  shall  be  authorized  to  proceed  to 
business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
compel  the  attendance  of  their  members  in  such  manner  as  each 
house  may  prescribe. 

1 3.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judges  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members  ;  with  powers  to  expel  or  punish, 
by  censuring,  fining,  and  imprisoning,  or  either,  for  disorderly  be- 
havior ;  and  may  expel  any  person  convicted  of  any  felonious  or  in- 
famous offisnce ;  each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during 
session,  any  person  not  a  member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect 
by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  presence,  or  who, 
during  session,  shall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or  estate  of  any 
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2.  The  K?;?islative  power  shall  be  vested  in  two  Bcpanite  and  dis- 
tinct braniln's,  to  wit :  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to 
be  styled  "////•  Gtrieral  Assembly V 

3.  The  Senate  shall  be  elect<.'d  annually,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
Noveml)er,  until  such  day  of  election  be  altered  by  law ;  and  shall 
be  c«)nip«)scd  of  one  member  from  each  county,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
electors  thereof 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  ;  and  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the 
l.'niU'd  States,  and  three  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  and  shall 
have  usually  resided  within  the  county  for  which  he  shall  be  returned, 
at  least  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  except  persons 
who  may  have  Ikjcu  absent  on  public  business  of  this  State  or  of  the 
United  States.)  and  is.  and  shall  have  been  possessed,  in  his  own 
right,  of  a  settled  freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  of  taxable  property  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
within  tlie  county,  or  for  one  year  preceding  his  election  ;  and  whose 
estate  .shall,  on  a  reasonable  es«tiniation.  be  fully  competent  to  the 
discharge  of  his  just  debts,  over  and  above  that  sum. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  a  president  out  of  their  own 
body. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  tlicy  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation : 
and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  ccmcurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment 
shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from  office  and  dis(|ualificatiou 
to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  within  this 
State ;  but  the  party  convictcKl  shall,  nevertheless,  be  subject  to  in- 
dictment, trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

7.  The  H(mse  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 
from  all  the  counties  wliich  now  are.  or  hereafter  may  be,  included 
within  this  State,  according  to  their  respective  numbers  of  free  white 
persons,  and  including  three-fifths  of  all  the  people  of  color.  The 
actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  two  years,  and  within  every 
subsequent  term  of  seven  years  thereafter,  at  such  time  and  in  such 
manner  as  this  Convention  may  direct.  Each  county  containing 
three  thousand  persons,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  plan  of  enumera- 
tion, shall  Ixi  entitled  to  two  members:  seven  thousand  to  three 
members ;  and  twelve  thoussmd  to  four  members ;  but  each  county 
shall  have  at  h^ast  one,  and  not  more  than  four  members ;  the  rep- 
resentatives shall  be  chosen  annuallv,  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember, until  such  day  of  election  be  altered  by  law.  Until  the 
aforesaid  enumeration  sliall  Ik;  made,  the  several  counties  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  following  number  .of  representatives,  respectively: 
Camden  two;  (ilynn  two;  Liberty  three;  M'Intosh  two;  Bryan 
one ;  Chatham  four ;  KffinghaTii  two ;  Scriven  two ;  Montgomery 
two;  Burke  three;  Bullock  one;  Jefferson  three;  Lincoln  two; 
Elbert  three ;  Jackson  tw.) ;  Richmond  three ;  Wilkes  four ;  Colum- 
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bia  three ;  Warreu  three ;  Washington  three ;  Hanoook  four ;  Greene 
three ;  Oglethorpe  three ;  and  Franklin  two. 

8.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  twentj-one  years,  and  have  been  seven  vears  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  three  years  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  and 
have  usually  resided  in  the  countv  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  one 
year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  (unless  he  shall  have  been 
absent  on  public  business  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States.) 
and  shall  be  possessed  in  his  own  right  of  a  settled  freehold  estate 
of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or  of  taxable  property 
to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  within  the  county,  for  one 
year  preceding  his  election ;  and  whose  estate  shall,  on  a  reasonable 
estimation,  be  competent  to  the  discharge  of  his  just  debts,  over  and 
above  that  sum. 

9.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker  and 
other  officers. 

10.  They  shall  have  solely  the  power  to  impeach  all  persons  who 
have  been  or  may  be  in  office. 

11.  No  person  holding  any  military  commission  or  other  appoint- 
ment, having  any  emolument  or  compensation  annexed  thereto,  un- 
der this  State  or  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  except  justices 
of  the  inferior  court,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  officers  of  the  militia, 
nor  any  person  who  has  had  charge  of  public  moneys  belonging  to 
the  State,  unaccounted  for  and  unpaid,  or  who  has  not  paid  all  legal 
taxes  or  contributions  to  the  government  recjuircd  of  hiui,  shall  have 
a  seat  in  cither  branch  of  the  General  Assembly ;  nor  shall  any 
senator  or  representative  be  elected  to  any  office  or  appointment  by 
the  Legislature,  having  any  emoluments  or  compensation  annexed 
tliereto,  during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  with 
the  above  exception,  unless  he  shall  dccUuc  accepting  his  seat,  by 
notice  to  the  executive  within  twenty  days  after  he  shall  have  been 
elect^id ;  nor  shall  any  member,  after  having  taken  his  scat,  be  eligi- 
ble to  any  of  the  aforesaid  offices  or  appointments  during  the  time 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

12.  The  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  annually,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  until  such  day  of  meeting  be  altered 
by  law :  a  majority  of  each  branch  shall  be  authorized  to  proceed  to 
business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
compel  the  attendance  of  their  members  in  such  manner  as  each 
house  may  prescribe. 

1 3.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judges  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
f{ualifications  of  its  own  members ;  with  powers  to  expel  or  punish, 
by  censuring,  fining,  and  imprisoning,  or  either,  for  disorderly  be- 
havior ;  and  may  expel  any  person  convicted  of  any  felonious  or  in- 
famous oficncc ;  each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during 
session,  any  person  not  a  mem}>er,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect 
by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  presence,  or  who, 
during  8es:4ion,  shall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or  estate  of  any 
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member,  for  anything  said  or  done  im.  either  house,  or  who  shall 
assault  any  of  thcni  therefor ;  or  who  snail  assault  or  arrest  any  wit- 
ness in  going  to  or  returning  from,  or  who  shall  rescue  any  person 
arrested  by  order  of  either  house. 

1 4.  No  senator  or  representative  shall  be  liable  to  be  arrested  dur- 
ing liis  attendance  on  the  General  Assembly,  or  for  ten  days  previous 
to  its  sitting,  or  for  ten  days  after  the  rising  thereof,  except  for  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace;  nor  shall  any  member  be  liable 
to  answer  for  any  thing  spoken  in  debate  in  either  house,  in  any 
court  or  place  elsewhere ;  but  shall  nevertheless  be  bound  to  answer 
for  perjury,  bribery,  or  corruption. 

15.  Each  liouse  shall  keep  a  journal  of  itB  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish them  immediately  after  their  adjournment ;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  on  any  questioa  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two 
members,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

]  G.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  or  appropriating  moneys,  shall 
originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  but  ue  Senate  shall 
propose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  in  other  bills. 

17.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  three^  times  and  on  three  separate 
days,  in  each  branch  of  the  General  ABS«mbly,  before  it  shall  pass, 
unless  in  cases  of  actual  invasion  or  inflarrection  ;  nor  shall  any  law 
or  ordinance  pass,  containing  any  matter  different  from  what  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  title  thereof ;  and  all  acts  shall  be  signed  by  the 
President  in  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  in  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tivcs  :  No  bill  or  ordinance  which  shall  have  been  rejected  by  either 
house,  sliall  be  brought  in  again  during  the  session,  under  the  same 
or  any  other  title,  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch. 

18.  Each  senator  and  representative  before  ho  be  permitted  to 
take  his  seat>,  shall  take  nn  oath,  or  make  affirmation,  that  he  hath 
not  practised  any  unlawful  means,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
procure  his  election ;  and  every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from 
serving  as  a  Senator  or  Bepresentative,  for  the  term  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  given  or 
offered  any  bribe,  or  treat,  or  canvassed  for  such  election  ;  and  every 
candidate  employing  like  means,  and  not  elected,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, be  ineligible  to  hold  a  seat  in  either  house,  or  to  hold  any  office 
of  honor  or  profit  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  to  such  other  disa- 
'bilities  or  penalties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

19.  Every  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
shall,  before  he  takes  his  seat,  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation. 
to  wit :  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be) 
that  I  have  not  obtained  my  election  by  bribery,  treats,  canvassing, 
or  other  undue  or  unlawful  means,  usea  by  myself,  or  others  by  my 
desire  or  approbation,  for  that  purpose ;  that  I  consider  myself  con- 
stitutionally qualified  as  a  Senator  or  Bepresentative  ;  and  that,  on 
M  questions  and  measures  which  may  come  before  me,  I  will  give 
my  vote,  and  so  conduct  myself,  as  may,  in  my  judgment.,  appear 
most  conducive  to  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  this  State ;  and 
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that  I  will  bear  true  fsUb  wd  allegiaiioo  to  the  same  ;  am 
ntmost  of  my  power  aud  iXlity  observe,  caDform  to,  supf 
defend  the  Constitution  thereof." 

^0.  No  person  wliii  Latli  been  er  may  bo  convit-tod  of  fe 
fore  any  eourtof  this  State,  or  auy  of  the  United  States,  I 
"  eligible  to  any  office  or  appointment  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust 
this  Stat«. 

•1\.  Neither  hoose,  daring  the  session  of  the  General  As 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  tho  other,  adjourn  for  more  thi 
days,  nor  to  a.ny  other  place  than  that  at  which  the  two  b 
shall  ho  sitting;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the 
and  Home  of  KepreneiitatiToa,  nitb  respcot  to  ibeir  i^djoui 
the  Governor  Riny  adjourn  them.  \^ 

82.  The  General  Aesemhly  shall  have  power  to  inalie  r 
and  ordinances  which  they  sh&ll  deem  necessary  and  proper 
gfirtd  of  the  State,  whioh  shall  not  be  repngnant  to  this 
tntion. 

23,  They  slinll  have  power  to  alter  the  boandariea  of  the 
oonntics,  and  lay  off  new  Mi^  as  well  out  of  tho  counties 
laid  off|  as  out  of  the  (dBSBrritory  belonging  to  the  Stat 
the  property  of  tho  «)il,ff»«-Be  government,  being  otio  of 
aeutial  rights  of  a  free  people,  it  is  neceasary,  in  order  to  av 
pates,  that  tho  limits  of  this  State  should  be  ascertained  w 
cision  and  exactness  ;  and  this  Convention,  composed  of  tht 
diate  representatives  of  the  people,  chosen  by  them  to  asaei 
rights,  to  revise  the  nowera  given  by  tbem  to  the  govcrnme 
from  whose  will  all  rnling  authority  of  right  flows,  doth  «ssi 
declare,  the  bonndaries  of  this  State  shall  be  as  foUowa  thi 
Bay :  the  limits,  boundaries,  jurisdictions,  and  authority  of  th 
of  (Seorgin,  do.  and  did,  and  of  right  ought  to,  extend  from 
or  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah,  along  tlic  northern    brs 
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Mary's  riiwr :  and  thence,  alon^  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  river,  t^) 
the  Atlantic  (K*can,  and  from  thence  to  the  inouth  or  inlet  of  Sa- 
vannah river,  the  place  of  be;:^iuuing :  including  and  comprehending 
all  the  lands  and  waters  witldn  the  said  limits,  boandaries,  and  ju- 
risdictional rights  :  and  also  all  the  islands  within  twenty  leagues 
of  the  sea  coast.  And  this  Convention  doth  further  declare  and  as- 
sert, that  all  the  territory  without  the  present  temporary  line,  and 
within  the  limits  aforesaid,  is  now,  of  right,  the  property  of  the  free 
citizens  of  this  State,  and  held  by  them  in  sovereignty,  inalienable 
but  by  their  consent.  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  prevent  a  sale  to,  or  contract 
with  t!ie  United  States,  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Stat43,  of  and  for 
all  or  any  part  of  the  western  territory  of  this  State,  lying  westward 
of  the  river  Chatahoochee,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  beneficial  to 
Ixith  parties  :  and  may  procure  an  extension  of  settlement,  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  claims,  in  and  to  the  vacant  territory  of  this 
State  to  tho  ea.^t  and  north  of  the  said  river  Chatahoocliec.  to  which 
tojntory,  such  power  of  contract  or  sale,  by  the  Legislature,  shall 
uofexiend:  And  provided  also.  The  Legislature  may  give  its  con- 
sflrtr  to  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  governments  westward 
thereof:  but  monopolies  of  land  by  individuals  being  contrary  to 
tbo  spirit  of  our  free  government,  no  sale  of  territory  of  this  Stat^'. 
or  any  ])art  thereof,  shall  take  place  to  individuals  or  private  com- 
panies, unless  a  county  or  counties  shall  have  been  first  laid  off, 
including  such  territory,  and  the  Indian  rights  shall  have  been  ex- 
tinguished thereto. 

24.  Tiie  foregoing  section  of  this  article  having  declared  the  com- 
mon rights  of  the  free  citizens  of  this  State,  in  and  to  all  the  terri- 
tory without  tlie  present  temporary  boundary  line,  and  within  the 
limits  of  this  State  thereby  defined,  by  which  tlie  contemplated 
purchases  of  certain  companies  of  a  considerable  portion  thereof  are 
become  constitutionally  void ;  and  justice  and  good  faith  re<]uire. 
that  the  State  should  not  detain  a  consideration  for  a  contract  which 
has  failed  ;  the  Legislature,  at  their  next  session,  shall  make  pro- 
viaion  by  law  for  returning  to  any  person  or  persons  who  has  or 
have  bonafidi'  deposited  moneys  for  such  purchases  in  the  treasury 
of  this  State :  Provided,  that  the  same  shall  not  have  been  drawn 
therefrom  in  terms  of  the  iwt  passed  the  thirteenth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, cue  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  commonly  called 
the  rescinding  act,  or  the  appropriation  laws  of  the  years  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-six  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven;  nor  shall  the  moneys  paid  for  such  purchases 
ever  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  funds  of  this  State,  or  be  liable  to  ap- 
propriation as  such  ;  but  until  such  moneys  be  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury, they  shall  be  considered  altogether  at  the  risk  of  the  persons 
who  have  deposited  the  same.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the 
treasury  or  from  the  public  funds  of  this  Stato,  except  by  appropri- 
ation made  by  law  [  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the 
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reSripts  U)d  MMfeditures  of  all  public  moneys  shaJl  Ifc  pa 
from  time  to  IH^  No  vote,  resolution.  Lim,  or  order,  shall  p 
Omentl  -ASH^IK  granting  a  donation  or  gratuity  in  favor 
mraoQ   what^ff^lat  bj   the   concurrence  of   two-thirds 

0«neral  Assembly, 

25,  It  Bhall  be  the  duty  of  the  justicos  of  the  inferior  oo 
any  throe  of  them,  in  each  county  respectively,  witbin  aiit; 
bfier  the  adjournment  uf  this  fjonvention,  to  appoint  nae  or  n 
persona  in  each  county,  not  exceeding  one  for  each  battalion  d 
whoBC  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  a  fall  and  acourate  coneus  or  « 
ration  of  ail  free  white  pereons  and  people  of  colnr  reading  tl 
distiugaisbioB;,  in  separate  columns,  the  free  white  periWQi 
peri^nns  of  color,  and  retarn  the  same  t<)  the  clorka  of  tfae  s( 
courts  of  the  HCTcral  counties,  certified  under  their  bands,  on 
fore  the  first  day  of  December  next;  the  persons  ho  appointed 
first  iieveratly  sworn  before  tfae  said  jnstioea,  or  either  of  then 
and  faithfully  to  perform  the  trust  reposed  in  theiu  ;  and  it  s 
the  duty  of  the  said  clerks  to  transmit  all  snob  returns,  undc 
directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  thereafter.  And  it  shall  be  tli 
of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  said  first  session,  to  apport: 
members  of  the  House  of  flepreaenta lives  among  the  scrend 
ties,  agreeably  to  the  plana  prescribed  by  this  Constitution. 

S-ovide  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  taking  of  Uie  said  i 
Tcry  person  whoso  usual  place  of  abode  shall  be  in  any  fan 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  shall  be  returned  na  of  such  f 
and  of  every  person  occasionally  absent  at  the  time  of  takii 
enamcration,  an  belonging  to  that  place  in  which  he  usually  c 


The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  kv,  direct  the  t 

'thitf  every  subsenuent  term  o 


r  enumeration, 
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diminUhed  during  tlic  period  for  irhich  liu  nhall  hare  been  clectod  ; 
.  nntber  shall  bo  receive,  within  that  period,  &nj  other  cinolnmeot 
from  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  or  from  anj  foreign 

'2.  The  GoTcroor  shall  be  elceted  by  the  General  Asaembly,  at 
their  aeeoud  annual  session  after  the  rising  of  this  Convention,  and 
at  uviTV  second  uLi[iiiii1  session  thereafter,  on  the  second  day  after 
lilt'  tn-u  houetia  shall  \n-  organized  and  competent  to  proceed  to  bn- 

>"!  eligible  to  the  ofBcc  of  GoToruor  who  shall 
u  of  the  United  States  twelve  years,  and  an 
te  six  years,  and  who  hath  not  attained  to  the 
ageof^^^^lKSi,  and  who  doun  not  posHess  five  hundred  acres 
W  lan^inb^ovrri  right,  within  this  State,  and  other  propertj- 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  dollarti,  and  whose  estate  ^lioll  not. 
OD  a  reasonable  estiinHlion,  be  competent  to  the  discharge  of  bis 
debts,  over  and  above  that  sum. 

4.  In  case  of  the  death,  rci<tgnation,  or  disability  of  llio  Governor, 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  exercise  the  executive  powers  of 
go\-eroment  until  such  disability  be  removed,  or  until  the  nest 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

5.  The  Governor  eholl,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  hisoffiee. 
ta][e4he  folfajring  oath  or  affirmation  :  ''  I  do  solcmly  swear  (or  af- 
firm, as  tliM>lb  may  be)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of 
Governor  ^iDrth^tate  of  Georgia  ;  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  abil- 
ities, presokiNfproteet,  and  defend  the  said  State,  and  cause  justice 
to  be  executea  in  mercy  therein,  according  to  the  Oonstitutiou  and 
laws  thoreof '' 

6.  lie  shall  b 
State,  and  of  the  militiii  thereof.^ 

7.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  offences  against  the 
State,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  and  to  grant  pardons  or  to 
remit  any  part  of  a  sentence,  in  all  cases  after  convietion,  except  for 
treason  or  murder,  in  which  cases  ho  may  respite  the  execution,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  by  whom  a  far- 
doD  may  be  granted. 

8.  Ho  shaTl  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  up  all  vaoanoica  thnt 
happen  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  ;  and  shall  havi^ 
power  to  convene  the  General  Assembly  on  extraordinary  occasions ; 
and  shall  jgivo  thom,  from  time  to  time,  information  of  the  state  of 
the  repabUo,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures 
as  be  may  deem  necessary  and  expedient. 

9.  When  any  offico  shall  become  vacant  1>;  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  the  Uoverugr  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  such  vacancy ; 
and  persons  ho  appointed  shall  continue  in  office  nntil  a  succdsxoi- 
ia  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  mode  pointed  nut  by  this  Constitution 
gr  by  the  Lcgislntiirc. 

1(1.  He  shnll  have  the  revision  of  all  bills  passed  by  botli  houseib 
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before  the  aimo  shall  become  laws;  bnt  two-tliirdg  of  bo 
nuLy  P&8S  a  law  notwithetanding  his  dbeent;  and  if  any  I 
not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  five  daya  after  it 
presented  to  bim,  the  eamc  shall  be  a.  law  unless  the  Gi 
Kembly,  by  tbeir  adjournment,  shall  prevent  its  return. 

1 1.  Every  vote,  reaolution,  or  order,  to  which  the  oonoi 
both  houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  a  questio: 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Q«vernor ;  and,  before  j^ 
be  approved  by  him  ;  or,  being  disapproved,  i 
two- thirds  of  both  houses,  aocording  to  the  rule»a 
scribftd  in  case  of  a  bill. 

I'i.  There  shall  he  a  Secretary  of  the  State, d 
Surveyor-General,  appointed  in  the  same  manner  &{i9 
sesHOD  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  shall  hold  theif%ffi( 
like  period  as  the  Governor,  and  shall  have  a  competent 
eluding  such  emoluments  as  may  be  established  by  law,  w 
not  he  increased  or  dimiuishcd  during  the  period  fpr  w 
shall  have  been  elected. 

13.  The  great  seal  of  the  State  shall  be  deposited  in  tfa 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall  not  bo  affixed  to  any  ii 
of  writing,  hut  by  order  of  the  Governor  or  General  Assen 
the  General  Assembly  slisll,  at  their  first  session  after  t 
this  OoDvention,  cause  the  great  seal  to  be  tillered  bvi*^ 

14,  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  appoint  T 
taries. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

Sec.  I.  The  judicial  powers  of  this  Slate  shall  be  reste 
p«rioT  Court,  and  in  such  inferio^bris dictions  as  the  I 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  aW  establish.     The  jud 
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shall  be  tried  in  the  county  wherein  the  defendant  resides,  except 
in  cases  of  joint  obligors^  residing  in  different  counties,  which  may 
be  commenced  in  either  oounty:  and  a  copy  of .  the  petition  and 
process,  served  on  the  party  or  parties  residing  out  of  the  county 
in  whicli  the  suit  may  be  commenced,  sliall  be  deemed  sufficient  ser- 
vice, under  such  rules  and  reguhitions  a»  the  Legislature  may 
direct ;  but  the  Legislature  may,  by  law.  to  which  two-thirds  of  C2icii 
branch  shall  concur,  give  concurrent  jurisdiction  to  the  superior 
courts.  Tho'BUpcrior  and  inferior  courts  shall  sit  in  each  county 
twice  in  every  year,  at  such  stated  times  as  the  Legislature  shall 
appoint 

2.  The  judges  shall  have  salaries  adequate  to  their  services,  estab- 
lished by  law,  which  shall  not  l)e  increased  or  diminished  during 
their  continuance  in  office :  but  siiall  not  receive  any  other  porqui- 
Hftcs  or  emoinment.s  whatever,  from  parties  or  others,  on  account  of 
any  duty  roquirod  of  tlwm. 

3.  There  shall  be  a  »State's  attorney  and  solicitors  appointed  by 
the  Legislature,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  who  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  torm  of  three  years,  unless  removed  by  sentence 
on  impeachment^  <»r  l»y  the  Govorn(»r,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds 
of  each  branch  of  the  Meneral  As.semi»ly.  They  shall  have  salaries 
aqeduate  to  their  services,  establislied  by  law,  which  shall  not  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

4.  Justices  of  the  inferior  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  be  commissioned  by  tlie  Governgr,  and  shall  hold 
tlieir  commissions  during  good  behavior,  or  as  long  as  they  respec- 
tively reside  in  the  county  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed,  unless 
removed  by  sentence  on  impeachment,  or  by  the  Governor,  on  the 
address  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  Gt^neral  Assembly. 
They  may  be  compensated  for  their  services  in  such  manner  as  the 
liegislature  may  by  law  direct. 


5.  The  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  nominated  by  the  inferior 
courts  of  the  several  counties,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor ; 
and  there  shall  be  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  captain's  district. 
either  or  both  of  whom  shall  h.ave  pr»wor  to  try  all  cases  of  a  civil 
nature  within  their  district,  where  the  debt  or  litigated  demand 
does  not  exceed  thirty  dollars,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature 
may  by  law  direct.  They  shall  hold  their  appointments  during  good 
behavior,  or  until  they  shall  bo  removed  I)y  conviction,  on  indictment 
in  the  Superior  Court,  for  malpractice  in  office,  or  for  any  felonious 
or  infamous  crime,  or  b}'  the  Governor,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds 
of  each  branch  of  the  Legi^ilaturo. 

6.  The  powers  of  a  court  of  ordinary,  or  register  of  probates,  shall 
be  invested  in  the  inferior  courts  of  each  county,  from  whose  decis- 
ion there  may  be  an  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court,  under  such  re- 
strictions and  regulations  as  the  (rcneral  Assembly  may  by  law 
direct;  but  the  inferior  court  shall  have  power  to  vest  the  care  of 
the  records,  and  other  proceedings  therein,  in   the  clerk,  or  such 


288  CONSTITUTION    OP 

Other  person  tu  tlicy  oiay  appoint,  and  any  one  or  more  jn 
the  said  court,  with  such  clerk  or  otlier  person,  may  issue 
and  grant  temporary  letters,  iu  time  of  Tocation,  to  hold  i: 
uext  meeting  of  the  said  eourt;  and  such  clerk  or  other  poi 
grunt  niirriugo  licnnwp. 

7.  Tlic  jndgoa  of  the  superior  courts,  or  an;  one  of  tht 
have  power  to  isBue  writs  of  mniulamHs.  prohibition,  tcirefot 
;ill  other  writs  which  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  their 
fully  into  effect. 

f*.  Witliin  five  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constita 
body  of  our  lawi<.  civil  and  criminal,  shall  be  revieed,  digca 
arranged  under  proper  heads,  and  promulgated  in  such  mi 
the  Jjegislature  may  direct ;  and  no  person  shall  bo  dcbari 
ailvocaling  or  defending  his  cause,  before  any  court  or  i 
either  by  himself  or  counsel,  or  both. 

'.1.  Uivoreos  shall  not  be  granted  by  the  Legislature,  until 
ties  sliall  have  had  a  fiur  trial  before  the  Superior  Court,  an 
diet  sliall  have  been  obtained,  authorizing  a  divorce  upon  lej 
eiples.  Anrl  in  such  cascn.  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  tb 
l;itnri!  may  poss  net*"  of  divorce  accordingly. 

HI.  The  clerks  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  shall 
[•i>iiili-d  jo  sueh  manner  ds  the  Legislature  may  by  law  dire 
ha  (iimmissioned  by  the  Governor,  and  shall  continue  in  otfici 
good  behavior. 

11.  SherifTs  shiill  be  appointed  in  siieh  manner  as  tlie 
Assembly  may  by  law  direct,  and  sliall  hold  their  appointtu 
the  term  of  two  years  iiulcss  sooner  removed  by  acntcnce 
peachment.  or  by  the  (Sovernor  on  the  address  of  two-thirdi 
juaticos  of  the  inferior  eourt  and  of  the  peace  in  tho  county  : 
person  shall  be  twice  elected  sheriff  within  any  term  of  fouL 

'       county  offieer  after  the  nest  election  t     "  ' 
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*2.  All  olectiona  by  the  (icncral  A|«embly  shall  be  by  joint  ballot 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  and  when  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Bcprcseutativos  unite  for  the  purpose  of  electing,  they 
shall  meet  in  the  representative  chamber,  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  shall  in  fiuch  case  preside,  receive  the  ballots,  and  declare  the 
person  or  persons  elected.  In  "all  elections  by  the  people,  the  elec- 
tors shall  vote  rira  nur.  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  direct. 

o.  The  general  oflBcors  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  by  the  Gene- 
r;d  Assembly,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor.  All 
(ithcr  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  in  such  manner  as  the 
liCgislature  may  direct,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor ; 
and  all  militia  officers  now  in  commission,  and  those  which  may  be 
iiereaft4}r  commissioned,  shall  hold  their  commissions  during  their 
usual  residence  within  the  division,  brigade,  regiment,  battalion,  or 
*'«impany  to  which  they  Ixilong,  unless  removed  by  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  jr  by  the  Governor,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly. 

4.  All  persons  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  fill  vacancies  shall 
continue  in  office  only  so  long  as  to  complete  the  time  for  which  their 
predecessors  were  appointed. 

5.  Freedom  of  the  press,  and  trial  by  jury,  as  heretofore  used  in 
this  State,  shall  remain  inviolate ;  and  no  ex  post  facta  law  shall  be 

t).  No  person  who  heretofore  hath  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  a 
collector,  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office 
in  this  State,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted  for  and  paid 
into  the  treasury  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  accountable  or  liable. 

7.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  a  strong  presump- 
tion of  fraud,  shall  not  be  detained  in  prison  after  delivering  up. 
hmuififlr^  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal,  for  the  use  of  his  creditors, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  regulated  by  law. 

S.  Convictions  on  impeachments  which  Iiave  lieretofore  taken  place. 
Hre  hereby  released,  and  persons  lying  under  such  convictions  re- 
stored to  citizenship. 

9.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when 
in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  .safety  may  require  it 

10.  No  person  within  the  State  shall,  upon  any  pretence,  be  de- 
prived of  the  inestimable  privilege  of  worshiping  Gt)d  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  his  own  conscience,  nor  be  compelled  to  attend  any 
place  of  worship  contrary  to  hi?  own  faith  and  judgment ;  nor  shall 
no  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any  other  rate  for  the  build- 
ing or  repairing  any  place  of  worship,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any 
minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or 
hath  voluntarily  engaged  to  do.  No  one  religious  society  shall  ever 
be  established  in  this  State,  in  preference  to  any  other ;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right,  merely  on  ac- 
eonnt  of  his  religious  principles. 

n.  There  sliall  be  no  future  importation  of  slaves  into  this  State. 

Ill 


290  COKSTITUTIOK   OF 

from  Africa  or  any  foreign  place,  after  the  first  day  of  Octobi 
The  Liigislature  shall  have  no  power  ia  pass  laws  for  the  en 
tion  of  slaves  without  the  coDseat  of  each  of  thuir  respective 
previous  to  such  emanjiipation.  They  shall  haVe  no  power  to 
emigraots  from  either  of  the  United  States  to  this  State,  froo 
iog  with  them  such  persuus  as  may  be  deemed  slaves  by  t 
of  any  one  of  the  United  States. 

1-i,  Any  person  who  shall  raalitiously  dismember  or  dc 
slave  of  hia  life,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  would  be  i 
in  case  tlic  like  offence  had  been  eoniuiitted  on  a  free  white 
uid  on  the  like  proof,  except  ia  ease  of  inaurreotioti  by  sac) 
Ksd  unless  such  death  should  happen  by  accident,  in  givii 
■lave  moderate  correction. 

13.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted,  in  one  or  moi 
naries  of  learning ;  and  the  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  cod^ 
ly  may  be,  give  such  further  donations  and  privileges  to  tl 
ready  establiehod,  as  may  be  neceesary  to  secure  the  objects ' 
iiutitation ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assoc 
their  next  session,  to  provide  effectual  measures  for  the  impro 
and  pennanont  security  of  the  funds  and  endowments  of  a 
atJtutioQs. 

14.  All  ci^l  officers  shnll  continue  in  tbe  exercise  of  tli< 
of  their  several  offices,  during  the  periods  for  which  they  t» 
pointed,  or  until  tbej  shall  be  superseded  by  appointments  i 
oonformity  to  this  Constitution;  and  all  laws  now  in  force  sk 
tinne  to  operate,  so  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  this  Cons- 
until  repealed ;  and  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  General  A_ 
to  pass  all  necessary  laws  and  regulations  for  earrjing  this 
tatiOQ  into  full  effect. 

15.  No  part  of  this  Coiistitution  shall  be  altered,  unless  w 
;eifying  the  alterations  intended  to  be   i 
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elected  annually  ;  and  a  part  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle is  in  the  following  words :  The  representatives  shall  he  choseit 
annnally ;  and  a  part  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  first  article  is  in 
the  following  words :  The  meeting  of  the  GUsneral  Assembly  shall 
be  annually  ,  and  whereas  a  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  third 
article  is  in  the  following  words :  There  shall  be  a  State's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  appointed  by  the  Legislature  and  commissioned  by  tho 
Qovcmor,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  ; 
and  a  part  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  fourth  article  is  ip  the  fol- 
lowing words :  The  same  shall  be  published  at  least  six  months  pre- 
vious to  the  next  ensuing  annual  election  for  members  of  the 
Greneral  Assembly  ;  and  whereas  the  before-recited  clauses  require 
amendments. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted,  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that,  so  soon  as  this 
act  shall  have  passed,  agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  following  shall  be  adopted  in  lieu  of  the  foregoing  clau- 
ses :  In  the  third  section  of  the  first  article,  the  following,  to  wit . 
The  Senate  shall  be  elected  biennially^  after  the  passage  of  thi> 
act — the  first  election  to  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  1843 
In  lieu  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article,  the  fellowing  :  The 
representatives  shall  be  elected  biennially,  after  tho  passing  of  this 
act — the  first  election  to  take  place  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three ;  and  in  lieu  of  the  clause  in  the 
twelfth  section  in  the  first  article,  the  following :  The  meeting  of 
the  General  Assemby  shall  be  biennially,  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November ;  and  in  lieu  of  the  clause  in 
the  third  section  of  the  third  article,  the  following,  to  wit : '  There 
shall  he  a  State  Attorney  and  Solicitor  elected  by  the  Legislature, 
who  shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  four  years  ;  and  in  lien 
of  the  clause  in  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  fourth  article,  the  follow- 
ing :  The  same  shall  be  published  at  least  six  mouths  previous  to 
the  next  ensuing  biennial  election  for  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly— the  provisions  of  this  act  not  to  go  into  eScct  until  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid, 
that  whenever  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  term  of  office  of  any  of 
the  judges.  State  Attorney,  or  solicitors,  shall  expire  at  any  time 
daring  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  then  and  in  that  case  it 
shall  DC  the  duty  of  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy by  appointment,  until  the  next  General  Assembly  thereafter 
tola  held, when  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  election  by  the  Le- 
ebibtare,  until  the  next  election  of  judges,  State's  A  ttorney,  or  so- 
lieiftOTS,  shall  take  place. 


,  n.- 


CuiRiDA  was  discovenid  by  Sebastian  Cabot,  Knilmg  under  (he  En^iih  Fla^. 
1497.  Poniwde  Leon,  a  Spanish  advcnlnrer  from  Hippaniola.  explored  ihia 
iimEry  in  part  in  1613,  and  itjtain  in  161G. 

Ill  1539,  Hrnuinilu  (!<■  Suto,  who  had  bivn  an  uSRcer  under  Fiiarrn  in  ih? 
oiHiiiftrt  of  Pi'Oi,  saili;'!  tnai  (Tuba  (nf  whinh  hi-  was  Qntemot),  wiih  ^n 


i:rnied  totte  tn  Ploriili.     _ 
vrnc  moMlv  cut  ofT. and  Iicmkir  n&er  ih 
In  I7(>3  ihiK  irrriiorv  wao  c:'i<<;'l  M  Qn-.it  Biii; 


^ninsula,  hut  hfx  tiilhn 


Thi'  Knuij'h  iivoiiqiH'mi  ir  in  I'ifli.  and  it  was  conArmod  to  thcui 
ITfl).    In  1^1  til'!  t^iii.ii!;irdi  roili^  it  to  thi:  ITniinl  Stnlo,  n:<  a  coninen<^- 

n  for  sTKiilati'inH  in  th-'tr 


CONSTITUTION, 

■V'f:,  tliu  ])oi|>lu  "f  the  Tprritory  "f  Ploriilii,  bj  our  dolgalcs  in 
('■mvcntion  HKscmblcil,  at  thu  city  iif  St.  Josep)),  on  Monday,  tbe 
third  duy  of  Dli-ciiiIht.  a.  k.  If^'A^.  and  of  the  IntlcMndence  of  (be 
I'Tiitcd States  tlio  sixty-tbtrd  year. bavinjc  and  cbiimiug  tbc  right  of 
ailmisFiion  into  t!ii?  Union,  ns'nuc  of  the  I'ltitcd  .States  .^f  AniRrii:a. 
I '  mil  intent  vrith  tlic  prlni.iplos  nf  the  federal  Const  itnt  ion.  and  by 
virliic  of  tbc  treaty  of  iiiiiity.  suttlnueiit,  nud  liinitx  butwecn  tbc 


siuiiri:  to  (lur.iflvcs  ;;tid  our  |)rwtcrity  the  enjoj-mnnt  of  all  tht  rif^lilK 
of  life,  Hlicrty.  and  )irrii>(.'rty,  and  the  purenit  of  happincfB.  ilii  mu- 
tually agrcu,  i-adi  with  the  other,  tji  form  «ursclvc.'<  into  a  free  and 
independent  Slate,  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  FloHda. 
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ARTICLE  I.— Declaraiion  rf  Rights. 

That  the  great  and  essential  prinoiples  of  liberty  and  free  goyern- 
ment  may  be  recognized  and  established,  we  declare : 

Sec.  1 .  That  all  freemen,  when  they  form  a  social  compact,  are 
eoual,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights,  among 
which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty  ;  of  ao- 
qairing.  possessing,  and  protecting  property  and  reputation ;  and  of 
pursuing  their  own  happiness. 

2.  That  all  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free 
goYcrnments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  established  for 
their  benefit ;  and  therefore  they  haye,  at  all  times,  an  inalienable 
and  indefeasible  right  to  alter  or  abolish  their  form  of  goyernment 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  eipedient. 

3.  That  all  men  haye  a  natural  and  inalienable  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience ; 
and  that  no  preference  shall  eyer  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious 
establishment,  or  mode  of  worship,  in  this  State. 

4.  That  all  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal,  and  that  no  property 
qualification  for  eligibility  to  office,  or  for  the  right  of  suffin^e,  shall 
ever  be  required  in  this  State. 

5.  That  every  citisen  may  foely  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  sen- 
timents, on  all  subiccts,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  lib- 
erty ;  and  no  law  shall  ever  1^  passed  to  curtail,  abridge,  or  restrain 
the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press. 

6.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  forever  remain  inviolate. 

7.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers, 
and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches ;  and  that 
no  warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  thing,  shall 
iBSue,  without  describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  person  or 
thing  to  be  seized,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation 

8.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  taken,  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of  his 
freehold,  liberties,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner  4e8troyed, 
or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  law  of  the 
land. 

9.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  reme- 
dy by  due  course  of  law ;  and  right  and  justice  adininistered  without 
Bale,  denial,  or  delay. 

10.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  aooused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard,  by  himself  or  counsel,  or  both ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
him ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  fa- 
▼or ;  and  in  all  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  presentment,  a  speedy 
and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  county  or  district  where 
the  offence  was  committed ,  and  shiul  not  be  compelled  to  give  evi- 
deaoe  against  himself 
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1 1 .  That  all  persons  shall  he  hailahle,  by  saffioicnt  seourities,  un- 
less in  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption 
strong ;  and  the  privilege  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  wbten,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may 
re<{uire  it. 

1  '2.  That  excessive  bail  shall  in  no  case  be  required ;  nor  shall 
(•xccssive  fines  be  imposed,  nor  shall  cruel  or  unusual  punishments 
he  inflicted. 

13.  That  no  person  shall,  for  the  same  offence,  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb.  ^ 

1 4.  That  private  property  shall  not  be  tdcen  or  applied  to  public 
use,  unless  just  compensation  be  made  therefor. 

15.  That  in  all  prosecutions  and  indictments  for  libel,  the  truth 
may  be  given  in  evidence ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  jury  that 
the  libel  is  true,  and  published  with  good  motives,  and  for  justifiable 
ends,  the  truth  shall  be  a  justification ;  and  the  jury  shall  be  the  judges 
of  the  law  and  facts. 

16.  That  no  person  shall  be  put  to  answer  any  criminal  charge, 
hut  by  presentment,  indictment,  or  impeachment. 

1 7.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeit- 
ure of  estate. 

18.  That  retrospective  laws,  punishing  acts  committed  before  the 
existence  of  such  laws,  and  by  them  only  declared  penal  or  criminal, 
are  oppressive,  unjust,  and  incompatible  with  liberty ;  wherefore  no 
rx  post  fact4)  law  shall  ever  be  made. 

19.  That  no  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts  shall  ever 
he  passed. 

20.  That  the  people  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  as- 
semble together  to  consult  for  the  common  good  ;  and  to  apply  to 
those  invested  with  the  powers  of  govern mont  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance. 

21.  That  the  free  white  men  of  this  State  shall  have  a  right  to 
keep  and  to  bear  arms  for  their  common  defense. 

22.  That  no  soldier,  in  time  of  pcjice,  shall  be  quartered  in  any 
house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in 
a  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

23.  That  no  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  the  military  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all 
times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

24.  That  perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  genius 
of  a  free  State,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

25.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors,  shall 
ever  be  granted  or  conferred  in  this  State. 

26.  That  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

27.  That,  to  guard  against  transgressions  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  we  declare  that  everything  in  this  article  is  excepted  out  of 
the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  forever  remain  invio- 
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late ;  and  that  all  laws  contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  following  provi- 
sions, shall  be  void. 

ARTICLE  II. — Distrihuiian  ofdhe  Powers  of  GoteminerU. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Florida 
shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  them 
confided  to  a  separate  body  of  magistracy,  to  wit :  those  which  are 
legislative,  to  one,  those  which  are  executive,  to  unother,  and  those 
which  are  judicial,  to  another. 

2.  No  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  being  of  one  of  those  de- 
partments, shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  eitlier  of 
the  others,  except  in  the  instances  expressly  provided  in  this  Con- 
stitution. 

AllTICLK  \ll.—Execulice  DepartiwM. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  chief 
magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Florida 

2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  for  four  years,  by  the  qualified 
electors  at  the  time  and  place  where  they  shall  vote  for  representa- 
tives; and  shall  remain  in  oflice  until  a  successor  be  chosen  and 
qualified  ;  and  shall  not  1)0  eligible  to  a  re-election  until  the  expira- 
tion of  four  years  thereafter. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor  unless  he 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  shall  have  been  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  t^n  years,  or  an  inhabitant  of  Florida  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  (being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States),  and  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  Florida  at  least 
five  years  next  preceding  the  day  of  election. 

4.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor  shall  bo  sealed  up 
and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  shall,  during  the  first  week  of 
the  session  open  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  both  houses 
of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  person  having  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  Governor.  But  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal, 
and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  the 
joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  ;  and  contested  elections  for  Governor 
shall  be  determined  by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

5.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  a  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term 
for  whiA  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

6.  He  shall^be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia  thereof 

7.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from  the  officers  of  the 
eiecutive  department,  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices. 

■8.  He  may,  by  proclamation,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene 
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the  General  ABsembly  at  the  seat  of  goverDUient,  or  at  a  different 

Slaoe  if  that  shall  have  become  daugerous  from  an  enemy  or  from 
iaeasc ;  and,  in  case  of  diflagreemeut  between  the  two  houses  with 
respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  f^uch 
time  as  he  shall  think  proper — not  beyond  the  day  of  the  next 
meeting  designated  by  this  Constitution. 

0.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General  Assembly,  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  government,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

10.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

11.  In  all  criminal  and  penal  cases  (except  of  treason  and  im- 
peachment), after  conviction,  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons,  and  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law  ;  and  in  cases  of  treason, 
he  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons ;  and  he  may,  in  the  rcce.ss  of 
the  Senate,  respite  the  sentence  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

12.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  tliv 
Governor,  and  used  by  him  ofiicially,  with  such  device  as  the  Gov- 
ernor first  elected  may  direct ;  and  the  present  seal  of  the  territory 
shall  be  the  seal  of  the  State,  until  otherwise  directed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

13.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Florida,  be  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  and  signed  by 
the  Governor,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

H.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State  appointed  by  a  joint  xnUa 
of  botli  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  wlio  shall  continue  in  office 
during  the  torni  of  four  years ;  and  he  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of 
the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  (Jovernor.  and  shall,  when 
recjuired,  lay  the  same  and  all  papers,  minute.^,  and  vouchers  rela- 
tive thereto,  before  the  General  As.«<enibly,  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  rcijuired  of  him  by  law. 

IT).  Vacancies  that  happen  in  offices  the  appointment  dF  which  i.« 
vested  in  the  (Jeneral  Assembly,  or  given  to  the  Governor  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor 
during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  granting  commii(sione«. 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session. 

1C.  Every  bill,  which  shall  have  pa.sscd  both  houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor  ;  if  he  approve, 
he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to 
the  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  cnte#the  oT»- 
jections  at  large  upon  the  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it ;  and 
if,  after  such  reconsideration,  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elected 
to  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reeontdd- 
ered ;  and  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elected  to 
that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.     But  in  such  cases,  the  votes  of 
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both  houses  shall  be  by  yoas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members 
voting  for  or  .igainst  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each 
house,  respocitively  ;  and  if  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the 
GoTcruor  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if 
he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return ;  in  which  case,  it  shall  not  bo  a  law. 

17.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of 
both  houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  questions  of  adjournment, 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  and,  before  it  shall  take  effect, 
be  approved  by  liim,  or,  being  disapproved,  be  repassed  by  both 
houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a 
bill. 

1 8.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal  from 
office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State, 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  exercise  all  the  power  and  author- 
ity appertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  during  the  term  for  which 
the  Governor  was  elected  ;  unless  the  General  Assembly  shall  pro- 
^  ido  by  law  for  the  election  of  a  Governor  to  fill  such  vacancy,  or 
until  the  Governor  so  absent  or  impeached  shall  return  or  be  ac- 
ijuitted. 

VJ.  If,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  shall  be  impeached,  removed  from  office,  refuse  to  qual- 
ify, resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  State,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  llepresentntives  shall,  in  like  manner,  administer  the  government. 

iiO.  The  President  of  the  Senate,  or  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, during  the  time  he  administers  the  government,  shall 
receive  the  same  compensation  which  the  Governor  would  have  re- 
ceived. 

21.  The  Governor  shall  always  reside,  during  the  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  at  the  place  where  their  sessions  are  held,  and  at 
all  other  times,  wherever,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  good  may  require. 

2*2.  Xo  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  Governor,  and  any  other  office 
or  commission,  civil  or  military,  either  in  this  Stato,  or  under  any 
State,  or  the  United  States,  or  any  other  power,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  except  the  President  of  the  Senate,  or  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  when  ho  shall  hold  the  office,  as  aforesaid. 

23.  A  State  treasurer  and  comptroller  of  public  accounts  shall  be 
elected  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  at 
each  regular  session  thereof 

ARTICLE  lY.— Legislative  DeparitnoU. 

8ec.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  bo  vested  in  two 
distinct  branches — the  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  the  other  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  both  together  ^*  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Florida ;"  and  the  style  of  the  laws  shall  be,  ^^  Be  it 
enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened." 
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2.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen 
bj  the  qualified  votertj.  and  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from 
the  day  of  the  commeDeement  of  the  general  election,  and  no  longer,* 
and  the  sessions  of  the  (jlcncral  Assembly  shall  be  annual,  and  com- 
mence on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November,  in  each  year,  or  at  each 
other  times  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

3.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  every  year,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  the  month  of  October,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  unless  he  be  a  white  man, 
ii  citixen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of 
the  State  two  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year 
thereof  a  resident  of  the  county  for  which  he  shall  be  chossn,  and 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

.').  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the 
hiime  places,  where  they  vote  for  members  of  the  House  of  Rcpre- 
Hcntatives ;  and  no  man  shall  be  a  senator  unless  he  be  a  white  man. 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of 
this  State  two  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year 
thereof  a  resident  of  the  district  or  county  for  which  he  shall  be 
chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

0.  The  senators,  after  their  first  election,  shall  bo  divided  by  lot 
into  two  classes ;  and  the  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall 
be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  and  of  the  second  class 
at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year ;  so  that  one-half  thereof^  as  near 
as  possible,  may  be  chosen  forever  thereafter,  annually,  for  the  term 
c)f  two  years. 

7.  The  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a 
Speaker  and  its  other  ofiicers ;  and  the  Senate  a  President  and  its 
other  ofl&cers ;  and  each  house  shall  be  judge  of  the  qualifications, 
(flections,  and  returns  of  its  members ;  but  a  contested  election  shall 
be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

8.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  ^  do  busi- 
ness, but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  un- 
der such  penalties  as  each  house  may  prescribe. 

1).  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings, 
punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  consent 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
cause. 

10.  Each  house  during  the  session,  may  punish  by  imprisonment 
any  person,  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  behavior 
in  its  presence,  or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings,  provided 
.^uch  imprisonment  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  end  of  the  session 

1 1.  Each  hou.se  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  published  immediately  after  its  adjournment;  and 
the  yeas  tind  nays  of  the  members  of  each  house  shall  be  taken  and 
entered  upon  the  journals,  upon  the  final  passage  of  every  bill,  and 
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may  bj  auy  two  members,  be  required  upon  any  other  question ;  and 
any  member  of  either  house  shall  have  liberty  to  dissent  from,  or 
protest  against,  any  act  or  resolution  which  he  may  think  injurious 
to  the  public  or  an  individual,  and  have  the  reasons  of  his  dissent 
entered  on  the  journai. 

12.  Senators  and  representatives  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason. 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
Mssion  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going  to  or  returning  from 
the  same,  allowing  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  such  member 
may  reside  from  the  place  at  which  the  General  Assembly  is  con- 
vened ;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they  shall  not 
be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

13.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  provision  by  law  for  filling 
vacancies  that  may  occur  in  either  house,  by  the  death,  resignation, 
or  otherwise,  of  any  of  its  members. 

14.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  open,  except  on  such  occa- 
sions as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house,  the  public  safety  may  imperi- 
ously require  secrecy. 

15.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn 
for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
they  may  be  sitting. 

16.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 
and  all  bills  passed  by  one  house  may  be  discussed,  amended,  or  re- 
jected by  the  other ;  but  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  law  until,  on 
three  several  days,  it  be  read  in  each  house,  and  free  discussion  be 
allowed  thereon,  unless,  in  cases  of  urgency,  four-fifths  of  the  house 
in  which  the  same  shall  be  depending,  may  deem  it  expedient  to  dis- 
pense with  the  rule ;  and  every  bill  having  passed  both  houses,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  President  of  their  respective  houses. 

17.  Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive,  from 
^e  public  treasury,  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  may  be 
fixed  by  law ;  but  no  increase  of  compensation  shall  take  effect  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  the  representatives  were  elected  when  such 
law  passed.* 

18.  The  number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Bhall  never  exceed  sixiy. 

ARTICLE  Y.^Judicial  DepaHment. 

Saa  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State,  both  as  to  matters  of 
law  and  equity,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  courts  of  chan- 
^erjj  circuit  courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace :  provided  the  General 
^Aflflembly  may  also  vest  such  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  deemed 
iieceBsary  in  corporation  courts ;  but  such  jurisdiotion  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  capital  offences. 

2.  The  Supreme  Court,  except  in  cases  otherwise  directed  in  thiFi 
<3onBtitution,  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  sliall  be 
^so-eztensive  with  the  State,  under  such  restrictions  and  rcgulutioui:. 
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not  repuenant  to  this  CouBtitnlion.  an  iiinj  &om  time  to  tii 
presoribcu  by  law;  provided  that  tuesaiil  Ooort  shall  tilwsja 
power  to  ixsuo  writs  of  itijaittiioH,  mmdntaui,  qvo  icarratUo,  In 
cofjias.  and  such  otUer  remedial  and  original  writs  as  may  be  m 
vary  to  giru  it  a  general  suporintcn donee  and  control  of  all  ' 

3.  For  the  toriii  of  five  jcara.  from  the  election  of  the  jaiH 
ilie.  circuit  courts,  and  thereaftvr  until  tbe  General  AssenibV 
otberwiae  provide,  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  ('onrt  shall  1»« 
in,  and  its  dutioM  performed  by.  tliu  judges  of  the  severaixJ 
courts  within  this  ^tntu :  and  they  or  a  luajortty  of  thorn,  s  S 
sueh  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Oourt,  and  ut  such  tim<»,  a^^ 
directed  by  law. 

4.  The  Supreme  C'ourt,  when  organized,  shall  bo  holde^:^ 
times  and  placua  aa  may  be  provided  by  law. 

5.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  ut  least  four  i  hiihl 
cuitB ;  and  until  other  cirenits  shall  be  provided  for  by  the^a 
Assembly,  the  arrangement  of  the  cireuitii  shall    ho  tht-*"^ 
middle,  eastern,  and  southcni  circuits :  und  for  e^'h  circ    ^ 
shall  bo  ap{>oint«d  a  judjfO;  who  nhall,  after  his  appointiiic  ■«; 
in  the  circuit  for  which  he  lias  1>ceii  appointed,  and  shall, 
limes,  reecive  for  his  services  a  salary  of  not  loss  than  two 
dollnrH  per  annum,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  durin^^S 
tiniiauce  of  such  judge  in  olHco ;  but  the  judges  shall   r=^ 
fccR  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  anv  other  offioo  of  pn^v 
this  State,  the  United  States,  or  any  other  power. 

6.  Tim  eircoit  courts  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  ^-m 
tcrs,  civil  and  criminal,  within  this  State,  not  otherwise  "t — ^ 
thia  Constitution. 

,  A  circuit  court  aliall  tc  teld  in  such  connties, 
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T ;  and  in  coses  tried  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  the  right  of  ap- 
ul  shall  be  secured,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
escribed  by  law. 

11.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  chancellors,  and  judges  of 
I?  circuit  courts,  shall  be  elected  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  a  major- 
'  of  both  liouses  of  the  General  Assembly. 
V-.  The  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall,  at  the  first  session  of 
e  (General  Assembly  to  be  holdcn  under  this  Constitution,  be  elect- 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  shall  hold  their  ofiices  for  that 
:m,  unless  sooner  removed  under  the  provisions  made  in  this 
institution  for  removal  of  judges  by  addresser  impeacliment:  and 
the  expiration  of  five  yearn,  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
d  the  judges  of  the  cinMiit  eourts  shall  Ix'  elected  for  the  term  of 
«l  during  their  good  behavior  :  and  for  wilful  ncgl«>pt  of  duty,  or 
!ier  reasonable  cause,  whicli  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  iui- 
achment,  the  Governor  shall  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  addres.-* 
two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the  (Icneral  Assembly;  provided, 
wever,  that  the  cause  or  causes  shall  be  stated  at  length  in  such 
dress,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of  eacli  house ;  and  provided, 
rthor,  that  the  cause  or  causes  shall  be  notified  to  the  judge  so  in- 
nded  to  be  removed,  and  he  shall  be  admitted  to  a  hearing  in  his 
'n  defense,  before  any  vote  for  such  address  shall  pass :  and  in 
eh  cases  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  entered  on 

0  journals  of  each  house  respectively. 

13.  The  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  clerks  of  the  courts 
chancery,  shall  be  elected  by  the  Ueneral  Assembly ;  and  the 

jrks  of  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors. 
such  mode  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

1 1.  The  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  chancellors,  and  judges 
the  circuit  courts,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  ofiices,  be  conservators 
the  peace  throughout  the  State,  and  justices  of  the  peace  in  their 

spectivc  counties. 

15.  The  stylo  of  all  processes  shall  be,  "  the  State  of  Florida;  ■' 
id  all  criminal  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the 
ate  of  Florida,  and  all  indictments  shall  conclude,  "  against  the 
aoe  and  dignity  of  the  same." 

16.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney-General  for  the  State,  who  shall 
Hide  at  the  seat  of  government.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  attend  all 
ssioDB  of  the  General  Assembly,  and,  upon  the  passage  of  any  act. 

draught  and  submit  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  same  session. 

1  Docessary  forms  of  proceedings  under  such  laws,  which,  when 
(proved,  shall  be  published  therewith ;  and  he  shall  perform  such 
her  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by.  law.  He  shall  bo  elected  by 
Lnt  vote  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall 
»ld  his  office  for  four  years ;  but  may  be  removed  by  the  Governor, 
i  the  address  of  two- thirds  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  As- 
mbly ;  and  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  compensation  to  be  fixed 
r  law. 
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1 7.  There  shall  be  one  solioitor  for  each  dreut,  who  shall  reside 
therein,  to  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  Ooneral  Assembly, 
who  shall  luild  his  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  shall  receive 
for  his  services  a  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

18.  No  justice  of  the  Supremo  Court  shall  sit  as  judge,  or  take 
part  in  the  appellate  court,  on  the  trial  or  hearing  of  any  case  wh^ch 
shall  have  been  decided  by  him  in  the  court  below. 

10.  The  General  Assembly  shall  hayo  power  to  establish  in  eaeh 
county  a  board  of  commissioners  for  the  regulation  of  the  county 
business  therein. 

'20.  No  duty  not  judicial  shall  be  imposed  by  law  upon  the  jnstiees 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  chancellors,  or  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  this  State. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Tfic  Right  of  Suffrage  and  Qiialificatiofis  of  officers ;   Civil  Offices : 
and  Impt^achments  and  Removals  from  OffiUe, 

Sec.  1.  Every  free  white  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  upwards,  and  who  shall  oe,  at  the  time  of  offering  to  vote. 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  have  resided  and  had 
his  habitation,  domicil,  home,  and  place  of  permanent  abode,  in 
Florida,  for  two  years  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  he  shall 
offer  to  vote,  and  who  shall  have  at  such  time,  and  for  six  montlw 
immediately  preceding  said  time  shall  have  had  his  habitation,  domi- 
cil.  home,  and  place  of  permanent  abode,  in  the  county  in  which  he 
may  offer  to  vote,  and  who  sliall  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  thereof 
(unless  by  law  exempted  from  sending  in  the  militia.)  shall  be  deemed 
a  qualified  elector  at  all  elections  under  this  Constitution,  and  none 
others,  except  at  elections  by  general  ticket  in  the  State  or  district 
prescribed  by  law ;  in  which  cases,  the  elector  must  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State  two  years  next  preceding  the  election,  and  six 
months  within  the  election  district  in  which  he  offers  to  vote :  pro- 
vided that  no  soldier,  seaman,  or  marine  in  the  regular  army  or  navj" 
of  the  United  States,  unless  he  be  a  qualified  elector  of  the  State 
previous  to  his  enlistment  as  such  soldier,  seaman  or  marine  in  the 
regular  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  the  revenue  service, 
shall  be  considered  a  resident  of  the  State,  in  consequence  of  being 
stationed  witliiu  the  same. 

2.  1'ho  General  Assembly  shall,  at  its  first  session,  provide  for 
tlio  registration  of  all  the  qualified  electors  in  each  county,  and 
thereafter,  from  time  to  time,  of  all  who  may  become  such  qualified 
electors. 

3.  No  president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer,  of  any  banking 
company  in  this  State,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor^ 
senator,  or  representative  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  so 
long  as  he  shall  be  such  president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer, 
nor  until  the  lapse  of  twelve  months  from  the  time  at  which  he  shall 
have  ceased  to  be  such  president,  director,  cashier,  or  other  officer. 
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4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  exclude  from  every 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  within  the  State,  and  from  the  right 
of  suffrage,  all  persons  convicted  of  bribery,  perjury,  or  other  infa- 
mous crime.  * 

5.  No  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding,  or  of  being  elected  to 
any  post  of  honor,  profit,  trust,  or  cniolunicnt,  civil  or  military,  leg- 
islative, executive  or  judicial,  under  the  government  of  this  State, 
who  shall  hereafter  fight  a  duel,  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to 
fight  a  duel,  the  probable  issue  of  which  may  be  the  death  of  the 
challenger  or  challenged,  or  who  shall  be  a  second  to  either  party,  or 
who  shall  in  any  inunuer  aid  or  assist  in  such  duel,  or  shall  be  know- 
ingly the  Ijoarer  (»f  such  cliallongc  or  acceptance,  whether  the  same 
occur  or  be  committed  in  or  out  of  the  State. 

0.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  be  a  collector  or  holder  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  shall  have  a  seat  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, or  be  eligible  to  any  offioo  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  State, 
until  he  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  all 
sums  for  which  he  mav  be  accountable. 

7.  No  Governor,  member  nf  Oongross,  or  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State,  shall  receive  a  fee.  be  engaged  as  counsel,  agent,  or 
attorney,  in  any  civil  case  or  claim  against  this  State,  or  to  which 
this  State  shall  be  a  party,  during  the  time  he  shall  remain  in  office. 

8.  No  Governor,  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  chancellor,  or 
judge  in  this  State,  shall  be  eligible  to  election  or  appointment  to 
any  other  and  different  station,  or  office,  or  post  of  honor  or  emolu- 
ment, under  this  State,  or  to  the  station  of  senator  or  representa- 
tive in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  this  State,  until  one 
year  after  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  such  governor,  justice,  chan- 
cellor, or  judge. 

9.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  anv  civil  office  of  profit 
under  this  State,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
of  which  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such  term,  except  such 
offices  as  may  be  filled  by  elections  bv  the  people. 

10.  No  minister  of  the  gospel  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor, senator,  or  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this 
State. 

1 1.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective 

offices,  shall  ^ake  the  following  oath  or  affirmation :    "  I. ,  do 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  am  duly  qualified,  according  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State,  to  exercise  the  office  to  which  I  have  been  elected 
(or  appointed),  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  discharge  the 
duties  thereof,  and  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of 
^is  State  and  of  the  United  States.'* 

12.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  serving  as  governor, 
senator,  representative,  or  from  holding  any  other  office  of  honor  or 
profit  in  this  State,  for  tlie  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
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who  Rhall  have  been  couvictcd  of  haviDg  given  or  oflfered  any  bribe 

tt)  procure  his  election. 

1 3.  Laws  shall  he  Tuade  by  the  Grcneral  Assembly,  to  exclude 
from  office  and  from  f:iifrra<;e  those  who  shall  have  'been,  or  may 
thereafter  be.  convicted  of  bribery,  perjury,  forgery,  or  other  high 
crime  or  mi.sdcmeauor ;  and  the  privilege  of  suffrage  shall  be  sup- 
ported by  laws  regulating  elections,  and  prohibiting^  under  adequate 
] ion al tics,  all  undue  influence  thereon  from  power,  bribery,  tumult, 
•jr  other  improper  practices. 

1  i.  All  civil  of!i(^ors  of  the  State  at  large  shall  reside  mthin  tbe 
State,  and  all  district  dr  county  officers  within  their  respectiTO  dia- 
tricts  or  countie.'«.  and  shall   keep  their  respective  offioes'at  dudiy^ 
jilaces  therein  as  may  ho  required  by  hiw.  *•■ 

l.").  It  shall  be  the  «iuty  of  the  (.Jeneral  Assembly  to  r^ulate  bjf  •* 
hiw  in  what  cases  and  what  deductioik  from  the  salaries  ofpubbc 
(ifficers  shall  be  made  for  ncgh.ct  of  duty  in  their  official  oapacity. 

If).  Keturns  of  elections  for  members  of  (^mgressand  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  shall  bo  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  manner  to 
Ih?  prescribed  by  law. 

17.  In  all  elections  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  vote  shall  be 
rira  rocr ;  and  in  all  elections  by  the  people,  the  vote  shall  be  by 
killot. 

18.  No  member  of  Conj^ess.  or  person  holding  or  exercising  any 
office  of  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  under  any  foreign  power. 
shall  Ixj  eli«rible  as  a  member  of  the  (leneral  Assembly  of  tiiis  State, 
«)r  hold  or  exercise  any  office  of  profit  under  the  State ;  and  no  per- 
M»n  in  this  State  shall  ever  hohl  two  offices  of  profit  at  the  same 
time,  except  the  oiiico  nf  jiLstice  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  con.sta- 
l»lc,  and  militia  oifjces. 

11).  The  (leneral  Assiinlil}-  shall  by  law  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment or  election  and  the  removal  from  office,  of  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  in  this  State,  not  provided  for  in  this  Constitution. 

•^0.  The  ])ower  of  im])o.telisaent  .'^hall  be  vested  in  the  House  uf 
Hopresentatives. 

i\.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate;  and  when 
sittinir  for  that  i>arpos(«.  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion :  an<l  no  ju  i>oii  ^hall  ho  «i>iivicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  mem])ers  present. 

•i*2.  The  (iovernor.  and  all  civil  officers,  shall  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office :  but  judgment  in  such  eases 
.>^hall  not  extend  further  than  to  n'lnoval  from  office,  and  disqualifi- 
cation to  hold  u:iy  office*  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  State : 
})nt  the  parties  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  and 
punishment,  according  to  law. 

ARTICLE  VlL-^MUUia. 
All  militia  officers  shall  be  elected  by  those  persons  who  are  sob- 
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ject  to  military  duty,  "within  their  rcspcctivo  companies,  regiments, 
or  battalions. 

ARTICLE  YllL— Taxation  and  Rm^me. 

No  greater  amount  of  tax  or  revenue  shall  be  levied,  than  may  be 
required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  gOYernment.  A  regular 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  the  public  moneys 
shall  bo  published  annually,  with  the  laws  of  the  General  Assembly. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

This  article  provides  for  the  taking  of  the  census  every  ten  years, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State ;  and  that  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
white  inhabitants  shall  be  added  throe-fifths  of  the  number  of  slaves ; 
and  that  the  roprosontativcs  shall  be  equally  apportioned  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  according  to  such  enumeration :  each  county  shall 
have  at  least  one  representative;  and  increase  in  a  uniform  ratio  of 
population.  The  State  is  divided  into  sixteen  senatorial  districts : 
each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  senator ;  the  number  of 
senators  shall  not  be  less  than  one-fourth,  nor  more  than  one-half,  of 
the  whole  number  of  representatives,  and  chosen  in  the  same  manner. 

ARTICLE  X.^EdmaiioiL 

The  proceeds  of  all  lands  granted  by  the  United  States,  for  the 
use  of  schools,  shall  remain  a  perpetual  fund — the  interest  of  which 
shall  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  said  schools,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

ARTICLE  XI 

This  article  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  provide 
for  the  safety,  security,  and  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  And  it  also  provides  for  the  encouragement  of  such 
internal  improvements  as  arc  essential  to  the  development  of  the 
resources  jf  the  country. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

This  article  refers  only  to  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Florida, 
embracing  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  1819. 

ARTICLE  Xlll-^Banks  and  other  Corporations. 

No  act  of  incorporation  shall  be  passed,  or  altered,  except  by  the 
assent  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature.  No  t>ank 
charter  shall  be  granted  for  more  than  twenty  years,  nor  shall  it  be 
extended,  or  renewed.  The  capital  of  a  bank  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  nor  shall  a  dividend  be  made  exceeding 
ten  per  cent,  a  year.  Stockholders  shall  bo  individually  liable  for 
the  debts  of  the  bank ;  and  no  note  shall  be  issued  for  less  than  five 
dollars.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not  be  pledged  in  aid  of  any 
corporation  whatsoever. 

20 
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ARTICLK  XIV. 

No  convention  of  the  people  shall  be  called,  nnless  by  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  (►f  each  house  of  the  (icncral  Assembly.  No 
part  of  the  Constitution  shall  be  altered,  unless  the  bill  to  alter  first 
be  read  three  times  in  each  house,  for  three  several  days,  and  agreed 
to  by  two-thirds  of  each  house ;  the  same  to  he  published  six  months 
previous  to  a  new  election  for  members  of  the  House  of  llepresenta- 
tives. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

The  seat  of  government  shall  remain  at  Tallahasso  for  the  term 
of  five  years ;  the  General  Assembly  then  shall  have  the  power  to 
remove  it  to  some  other  point  for  five  years. 

ARTICLE   XVI— GV/M-m/  Frovisions, 

Sec.  1.  The  General  As.sembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  lawi 
for  the  emancipation  of  slaves. 

2.  They  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this  State 
from  bringing  with  them  auoh  persons  as  may  Ik)  deemed  slaves  by  tht* 
laws  (»f  any  one  of  the  United  States :  provuhtl  they  shall  have  power 
to  enact  laws  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  {*laves  who  may 
have  committed  crimes  in  other  Htatcs. 

3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  to  prevent 
free  negroes,  mulattocs,  and  other  persons  of  color,  from  immigrating 
to  this  State,  or  from  being  discharged  from  on  ])oard  any  ve.^sel  iu 
any  of  the  ports  of  Florida. 

4.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimofty  of 
two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act.  or  his  confession  in  open  court. 

.').  Divorces  fmm  the  bonds  of  matrimony  shall  not  bo  allowed 
but  by  the  judgment  of  a  court,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  declare  ])y  law,  what  parts  of  the 
common  law,  and  what  parts  of  the  civil  law,  not  inconsistent  with 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  in  force  in  this  State. 

7.  The  (laths  of  officers,  directed  to  be  t^ikcn  under  this  Consti- 
tution, may  be  administered  by  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  jvacc  of 
the  territory  or  State  of  Florida,  until  otherwise  prescribed  by  law. 


K 


This  State  vaa  first  jnclnded  in  the  tenitorial  limiti  of  Qeorgia,  exe«nl  a 
i<iitaU  part  which  belonged  In  Florida.  In  IRO^  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United 
Slate*  nil  her  territrity  Ivine  west  of  the  Chntahooehr  river  and  eitending  to 
the  Miwissippi  tivcr.  tn  ISt7  it  wis  eocistiiuted  tlie  Mississippi  territory. 
In  IHiO  it  )>KCHme  an  indepmilent  Surte,  nnd  was  admitted  Into  the  UniiHi. 
Alabama  adopit^d  ju  Constitution  in  1:419. 

Area,  M.OOO  «q.  m.  Pop.  in  ISW,  590,756— of  whom  253,533  are  slaves. 
Free  colored,  3,033, 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I.—Deelaration  of  Rights. 

That  the  general,  grent,  and  CMwntiiil  priDciplen  of  liberty  and 
free  goverDinent  may  be  recognized  and  cstablisLed,  wc  dcclari:: 

Sec.  I.  TLat  all  freemen,  when  they  form  a  social  compact,  nrc 
etjiikl  in  rights;  and  tliat  no  man  or  8ctof  men  are  entitled  to cxcla- 
HTe,  BCparatc  public  cmolniocnts  or  privileges,  bat  in  considGntion 
of  public  servicer 

■i.  All  poUtieal  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  gor- 
ernments  are  foiuded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  their 


ijiiK-l'viifil>!i:! 


il.  Il-,.:i 


■.  tlu-v  hi 


f..riii    „{  t.'..T. 


- .       .     "i.lc  .'^Mi.- 

;i.  N<i  \-6Tri<U  willii>i  llii*  Slut..'  "liall.  ii]i  ■!!  iiny  |ir,.tciic(\  K-  <li--;-.r!- 
Tnl"f  tlic  in>'.*tiiiiiil'Ii'  pri>ili%v..f  wiii^}ii].iii^  tiii'l  in  I:ii'  Tiiii'in-r 
i!H>st  flftrwaUf  t<ilii""W!M-"U-i-ii-in'.-:  ii-r  l-i-  '■■■rii]Hll>'<l  tn   iiiti:!ii 

nnv  i>lai-«  «f  w"r«1iij> :  ii-r  sIihH  any  mn'  ivi-r  I I>li.ii:.l  ti,  pny  :i'iv 

titin'«,  tuxi-.  I'rotliir  riilf.  fur  tin- Liiililiiiy  i.r  r<-|airiiiir  a.tv  iil:i-' 
of  ir<irHhii>.  i>r  fur  llu-  iiiiiiTitiiiHinr  nfiiiiy  iiiiiii'tiT  i.r  ministry. 

■1  No  Imiiwii  uiitliiirity  ■■u^'li'.  in  niiy  caso  wliaU-n-r.  ti.>  cnu'tr-'l  •>t 
inti-rfiTc  witli  iL-  ri^iil-^  ■■!■  .-Hi^-iMic,-. 

.>,  X,.  1KT.-..I.  >:..-.li  li-  l.;irr  m..l.-st.-!.  or  rcstn.iiip.1  in  Lis  r.li- 
l^oii^  pnrtt-vi'iu.  :''<'iitiinuutH.  "r  iii'rsii;i-iini:i.  pmviileil  hi-  duos  iini 
ijintiirli  irthiTs  in  tbi'ir  n-liiri'iu"  wurnliiii 

(1.  Tb)- i;ivii  rights.  i»rivil.-Mi-s. 'T  nipMi-itios  i.f  any  ciiiziMi.  filial; 
in  n<i  ntiv  Ih;  Jimtiii>lii "1.  ur  cubr^iil,  i-ii  mccunt  nf  liis  rt-ligiou.' 
,.rin<-iplck 

7.  Thero  shall  V-  ti<.  i-s(al.lisliiiici.t  -f  nlijriim  i.y  Ij.vr  ;  iin  prt'tV-T- 
cin;i'  siliall  I'ViT  U;  f;ivcn  1jy  law  t"  any  niigi'ius  .-cit.  S'lriety.  Ji- 
ri'Diiitialion.  or  uimii-;  <if  WDr.-liigi .  ami  iki  rclifrioiis  t.'-il  sliiill  over  In- 
reijiiiri-il  as  a  i|iialilioiitiiiii  to  any  "ffii'i-  vr  {'itMi-'  trust  uikilor  this 
Sialo. 

f>.  Every  riiizi-ti  may  frcfh  fj.rak.  write,  antl  i.iil.lisli    liis   .-cmi- 

mflilfi.ll  alt  iail.j.-.-ts  Vii^in;:  ri'-[,r.!:-il.lv  r.n-  !!;;■  !il.n^i'  (if  tint   lil.,Ttv 

'.t  Tlic  p.ii|.l,r  shall  Ih-  s.-<-nr.'  in  tlitii-  jmt-diis.  lion-is.  pain-rV 
anil  |xinSL-si!iiijK  fmiii  nnrfas>iii:iM<!  x'izuv".''  i<r  Ki-an-lnM  -.  umi  i,r, 
vurnint  In  M-ari'li  any  l-laif.  (ir  t'l  >>'i/<'  iniy  jaTsun  nr  lliin^r.  shall 
iwup  willitmt  ili:'i-rilii:i;r  them  a-  ii-arlv  as  mnv  hi;.  iii>r  \%-itliuiit 
pmlKiMi'  .•nil*-.  Mi|iii..rl,-.l  hy  iviUi  iv  affirniali.in  ' 
-  10,  In  all  criminal  proHecntiona,  the  accused  Las  a  rig-bt  to  be 
heard  tv  biiuBelf  and  couaseT  :  tn  dL'matid  tlip  ~  * 
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i>f  life  OT  limb  :  nor  shall  auy  person's  property  be*  taken  or  applied 
to  public*  use,  unless  just  compensation  be  made  therefor. 

14.  All  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  auiujury  done 
him,  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by 
due  course  of  law.  and  right  and  justice  administered  without  sale, 
tienial.  or  delay. 

15.  No  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exorcised,  except  by 
the  General  Assem})ly,  or  its  authority. 

Hi.  Kxccssive  bail  shall  not  l>e  required,  nor  excessive  fines  ini- 
]»oscd,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

1 7.  All  persons  shall.  Ix^fore  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient 
securities,  except  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or 
the  presunii)titiii  great :  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  "  habeas 
corpus*'  shall  not  bo  suspended,  unless  wlien,  in  case  of  rebellion,  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

I S.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  presumption 
«»f  fraud,  shall  not  be  detained  in  prison,  after  delivering  up  his  es- 
tate for  the  Iwnpfit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
•-cribcd  by  law 

10.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  cou- 
tnicts.  sliall  be  made. 

'10.  No  per.si)n  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  by  the  (jeneral 
Assembly.  N(»  attainder  .shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor  for- 
fcitun*  of  e>tattv 

•il.  The  estates  of  suicide**  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  crises  of  nat- 
ural <h!ath  :  if  any  ]K?rson  shall  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be 
1.0  forfeiture  by  rea?;on  thereof 

•J':I.  The  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  pi!aceable  manner,  to  assemble 
together  f«»r  their  coiunioii  good,  and  to  api»ly  to  those  invesU^d  with 
the  powers  of  governiiicnt  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other  proper 
p»ur])ose.s,  by  petition,  address,  or  rennmstrance. 

*2:J.  Every  citizen  lias  a  right  t^»  bear  arms  in  defense  of  himself 
and  the  State. 

24.  No  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up  without  the  consent  of 
the  Oenjjral  Assembly  ;  and,  in  that  case,  no  appropriation  of  money 
for  its  support  sliall  be  for  a  hmger   term  than  one  year  ;  and  the 

Tnilit^irv  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict  subordina- 

» 

tion  to  the  civil  power. 

•2").  N«»  soMier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner :  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a 
immuer  to  be  ])rescribed  by  law. 

•^0  No  title  of  nobility,  or  hereditary  di.stinction,  privilege,  honor, 
or  emolument,  shall  ever  be  granted  or  conferred  in  this  Stato;  nor 
Khali  any  office  be  creaUid,  the  appointment  of  which  shall  be  for  a 
longer  tt;rm  than  during  good  behavior. 

•27.  Kmigration  from  this  State  shall  not  be  prohibited,  nor  sliall' 
auy  citizen  be  exiled. 

28.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 
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29.  No  person  shall  be  debarred  from  prosecuting  or  defending 
any  ("ivil  cuuse,  for  or  against  bim  or  herself,  before  any  tribunal  in 
this  State,  by  him  or  herself  or  counsel. 

30.  This  enumeration  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to 
deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people ;  and  to  guard 
against  any  oncroachnK'nts  on  the  rights  herein  retained,  or  any 
transgression  of  any  i»f  the  high  powers  herein  delegated,  we  declare. 
that  everything  in  tliis  article  is  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers 
of  government,  and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate :  and  that  all  laws 
contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  following  provision.s,  shall  be  void. 

AllTlCLK  IL—Distribulion  of  Potn-rs. 

Skc.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
shall  be  divided  into  throe  distinct  departments;  and  each  of  them 
confided  to  a  separati*  l»ody  <)f  magistracy,  to  wit:  those  which  are 
legislative  to  one ;  tliose  which  an?  executive  to  another ;  and  those 
which  are  judicial  to  another. 

2.  No  person,  or  C(»llcctiou  of  per.<ons,  being  (me  of  those  depart- 
ments, shall  exerci.'*e  any  jjower  j»ni])orly  belonging  to  either  of  the 
others,  except  in  the  instances  liereinafter  expressly  directed  or 
permitted. 

ARTICLE  m.—Lv/ryhitlrc.  Deparlment. 

iSkc.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  two 
distinct  branches :  the  one  to  be  styled  tlic  Senate,  and  the  otlicr 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives.  an«l  l)ot]i  together  "the  General  As- 
semblv  of  tlic  State  of  Alabmna  r  and  the  stvle  of  their  laws  shall 
be,  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  uf  Kepresentatives  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  in  (leneral  Assembly  convenejl." 

2.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Itepresentatives  shall  bo  chosen 
by  the  4ualilied  electors,  and  shall  .serve  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
from  the  day  of  the  commencement  (►f  the  general  election,  and  no 
longer. 

3.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  every  year,  on  tlic  first 
Monday  and  the  (fciy  following  in  August,  until  otherwise  directed 
by  law. 

4.  Xo  j»ersoii  .shall  be  a  representative,  unless  he  be  a  white  man, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  iuliabitant  of 
this  State  two  years  next  preecding  his  election,  and  the  last  year 
thereof  a  resident  of  the  eoiintv.  eitv.  or  town,  for  which  he  shall  1>e 
chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  j'cars. 

'i.  Kverv  white  male  i»orson  (»f  the  ai'o  of  twentv-«)ne  years,  or 
npwards,  who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  haw 
resided  in  this  State  one  year  next  ])reeeding  an  election,  and  the 
last  three  months  within  the  enimtv.  citv,  or  town,  in  which  he  olFers 
to  vote,  shall  be  deemed  a  4nalified  elector :  provi<led.  that  no  sol 
dier.  seaman,  or  marine,  in  the  regular  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  electio!i  in  this  State  ;   and 
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provided,  also,  that  no  electi)r  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in 
the  county,  city,  or  town,  (entitled  to  separate  representation,)  in 
which  he  may  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

d  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  in  tlio^e  of  treason,  felony, 
or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  at- 
tendance at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

7.  In  all  elections  by  the  people,  the  electors  shall  vote  by  ballot, 
until  the  General  Assemblv  shall  otherwise  direct. 

S.  Eleetion.s  for  repre«?entatives  for  the  several  counties  shall  be 
held  at  the  place  of  holding  their  respectivp  courts,  and  at  such  other 
.  places  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law :  Provided,  that  when  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  the  (icneral  Assembly  that  any  city  or  town  shall  have  a 
number  of  white  inhabitants  eijual  to  the  ratio  then  fixed,  such  city 
or  town  shnll  h«ave  a  separate  representation,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  white  inhabitants  therein  ;  which  shall  be  retained  so  long  as 
such  city  <»r  town  shall  contain  a  number  of  white  inhabitants  ei^ual 
to  the  ratio  which  may  fmm  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  law ;  and  there- 
after, and  during  the  existence  of  the  right  of  separate  representa- 
tion, in  such  city  or  town,  elections  for  the  county  in  which  such  city 
or  town  (entitled  to  .such  separate  representation )  is  situated,  shall 
not  be  held  in  such  city  or  town  ;  but  it  is  understood  and  hereby 
declared.  th:it  no  (lity  or  town  .«hall  be  entitled  to  separate  repre- 
sentation, unless  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  the  county  in 
which  such  city  or  town  is  situated,  residing  out  of  the  limits  of  said 
city  or  town,  be  eoual  to  the  existing  ratio ;  or  unless  the  residuum 
or  fraction  of  sncn  city  or  town  shall,  when  added  to  the  white  in- 
habitants r»f  the  county  residing  out  of  the  limits  of  said  city  or 
town,  be  otjual  to  the  ratio  fixed  for  law  by  one  representative ;  and 
provided,  that,  if  the  residuum  or  frac^tion  of  any  city  or  t«)wn,  enti- 
tled to  suparati!  representation,  .sluill,  when  added  to  the  residuum  of 
the  county  i!i  which  it  may  lie,  be  erpial  to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law  for 
one  re|)r('S(mtativo,  then  the  aforesaid  county,  city,  or  town,  having 
the  largost  ri.'siduum,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  representation:  and 
provided,  also,  that  when  then;  are  two  or  more  counties  adjoining. 
which  have  residuums  or  fractions  over  and  above  the  ratio  then 
fixed  by  law,  if  said  residuums  or  fractions,  when  added  together, 
will  amount  to  such  ratio,  in  that  ca.«e  (»ne  representative  shall  be 
added  to  that  countv  having  the  lari^cst  residuum. 

9.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  their  first  meeting  and  in  the 
years  one  thousand  eight  hundrel  and  twenty,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  three,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
six,  and  every  six  years  thereafter,  cause  an  enumeration  to  be  made 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  State,  and  the  whole  number  of  the  rep- 
resentatives shall,  at  the  first  session  held,  after  making  every  such 
enumerati<m,  be  fixed  by  tin;  General  Assembly,  and  apportioned 
among  the  several  counties,  cities,  or  towns,  entitled  to  separate 
representation,  according  to  their  respective  numbers  of  white  in- 
habitants ;   and  the  said  apportionment,  when  made,  shall  not  be 
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subject  to  alteration,  until  after  the  next  census  shall  be  taken.  The 
f  loiL^e  of  Representatives  shall  not  consist  of  less  than  forty-four  nor 
more  than  sixty  members,  until  the  number  of  white  inhabitants 
shall  be  one  hundred  thousand,  and  after  that  event,  the  whole  nuui- 
l>er  of  representatives  shall  never  be  less  than  sixty,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred :  Provided,  however,  that  each  county  shall  be  entitled 
to  at  least  one  representative. 

10.  The  General  As.'^embly  shall,  at  the  first  session,  after  making 
every  such  enumeration,  fix  by  law  the  whole  number  of  senators, 
and  shall  divide  the  State  into  the  same  number  of  districts,  as 
nearly  ecjual  in  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  as  may  be,  each  of 
which  districts  shall  be  entitled  to  one  senator  and  no  more  :  Pro- 
vided, that  the  whole  number  of  senators  shall  never  be  loss  than 
one-fourth,  nor  more  than  one-third,  of  the  whole  number  of  rep- 
resentatives. 

11.  AVlien  a  senatorial  district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or  more 
counties,  the  ccmnties  of  which  sui-h  district  consists  shall  not  be  en- 
tirely separated  by  any  county  belonging  to  another  district ;  and 
no  county  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a  district. 

12.  Senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors,  for  the 

term  of  three  years,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  anl  at 

the  same  places,  where  they  may  \oUi  tor  mcmbors  of  the  fltiu.so  of 

llepreseiitatives  and  no  person  shall  bo  a  senator  unless  ho  be  a 

whitu  man.  a  citizen  of  the  United  Htatos.  and  shall  have  bc-n  an 

inhabitant  uf  tliis  State  two  years  next  preceding  bis  olection,  and 

the  last  year  thereof  a  n^sidcnt  nf  the  district  for  wliich  he  shall  be 

chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  to  the  a^e  <»f  twentv-.**evcn  years. 

»  ••  • 

lo.  J  he  .senators  chosen  according  ti»  the  apponio'iment  uucUt 
the  census  ordered  to  be  taken  in  «>!»«.»  thou.sand  eight  hundred 
and  twentv-six,  when  convened,  i^hall  1m.'  ilivided  ]»v  lot  into  three 
cla.<ses.  as  nearly  oijual  as  may  be.  Tiie  .M'atsof  the  senator-sof  the 
first  class  .'^hall  l>e  vac-atcd  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  those 
of  the  .second  cIa^s  at  the  (txpiration  of  the  second  year,  and  th«.».«8e 
of  the  third  class  at  thi'  ex])iration  of  the  tlurd  year,  so  that  one- 
third  may  he  annually  cho.sen  thereafter,  and  a  Mtation  thereby  kept 
up  perjietually.  Such  moile  of  olas>irying  new  additional  .senators 
sliall  be  obsifrved  as  will,  as  nearly  as  possible,  preserve  an  e«iuality 
of  members  in  eaf!h  class. 

1  1.  Tlu^  ll«>u.se  of  llepresentatives.  when  asseiribled,  shall  choo5e 
a  speaker,  and  its  other  otlicers  ;  and  the  SiMiate  shall  annually  ehoo.*«e 
a  President,  and  its  other  oflic(»rs  ;  each  house  shall  judge  of  the 
qualifications,  elections,  and  returns  of  its  own  members  :  but  a  con- 
tested election  shall  be  det<.'rmined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  di- 
recte«l  by  law. 

l.">.  A  niajority  of  each  hou.se  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  bu- 
siness, but  a  smaller  number  may  adj(mrn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
compel  tljc  att.en<lan(!e  of  absent  members  in  such  manner  and 
under  such  penalties,  as  each  house  may  provide. 
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16.  Each  h'.m!*e  may  dctcnuine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings, 
punish  members  tor  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  consent  of 
two-thirds  expel  a  member ;  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
cause ;  and  }?hall  have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature  of  a  free  and  independent  St^ito. 

17.  Kach  house  during  the  session,  may  punish  by  imprisonment, 
any  person  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  behavior 
in  its  presence,  or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings :  Provided, 
that  such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  any  one  time,  exceed  forty-eight 
hours. 

1  t'S.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  published  immediately  after  its  adjournment  except- 
ing such  parts  as,  in  its  judgment,  may  require  secrecy;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  house,  on  any  question,  shall 
at  the  desire  of  any  two  members  present,  be  eut^jred  on  the  jour- 
nals. And  any  member  of  either  house  shall  have  liberty  to  dissent 
from,  or  protest  against,  any  act  or  resolution  which  he  may  think 
injuricms  to  the  public  or  an  individual,  and  have  the  reasons  of  his 
dissent  entered  on  the  journals. 

19.  Senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felon}',  or  breaeli  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
.session  of  the  General  Assem])ly.  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  tlie  same :  allowhig  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  such  mem- 
bers may  resith^  from  the  phice  at  which  the  General  Assembly  is 
convened  :  nm*  shall  any  member  be  liable  to  answer  for  anytliing 
spoken  in  debate  in  either  house,  in  any  court  or  place  elsewhere. 

'20.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  Governor,  or  the 
person  exercising  the  ])0',vi^rs  of  the  Governor,  slftill  issue  writs  of 
elect i(»n  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

'2i.  The  floors  of  ejich  house  shall  be  open,  except  on  such  occa- 
2<ions  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house,  may  require  secrecy. 

"2"^.  Neither  hou.<e  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn 
for  more  than  three  tlays,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
they  may  ])e  sitting. 

'23.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and  be  amended,  altered, 
or  rejected  by  the  other :  but  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a  law 
until  on  three  several  days  it  be  read  in  each  house,  and  free  diseus- 
aiou  be  allowed  thereon,  unle.<s  in  cases  of  urgency,  four-fifths 
of  the  hou.se  in  which  the  liill  shall  be  depending  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  dispense  with  this  rule:  and  every  bill,  having  passed 
both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  President  of  their 
respective  houses :  providcti  that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall 
originate  in  the  House  of  llepresiintativcH,  but  the  Senate  may 
amend  or  reject  them  as  other  bills. 

"21.  Each  member  of  the  (ieneral  Assembly  shall  receive  from  the 
public  trea.*?ury  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  may  ]xt  fixcid 
Dj  law;  but  no  increase  of  conipen.sation  shall  take  efiect  dnriii'i  tlu* 
session  at  which  such  increase  sluiU  have  been  made. 
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"^r).  Xo  sciKitor  or  roprfrfcntative  sliall,  (luring  the  torm  for  which 
ho  shall  liavoluvn  i*h»ctc(l,  he  apix)iiited  to  any  civil  office  of  profit 
under  this  Stati*.  which  sliull  havo  hoen  croatod.  or  the  emoluiucnts 
(if  wliicli  shall  huvi*  h.^eu  incroased.  daring  sueh  term  ;  except  such 
oHiee<  as  may  hi^  lillcd  by  t*lec*ti«»n.s  by  the  people. 

•J'3.  Xn  person  lioldiu;:  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United  States, 
(the  (»iliee  of  postmaster  excepted.)  this  State,  or  any  other  power, 
shall  1k»  e!i;rihle  to  the  General  Assembly  ;  provided  that  offices  in 
the  militia  to  whidi  there  is  attached  no  annual  salary,  or  the  office 
of  justiee  of  the  p»'aoe,  or  that  of  the  c|uorum  of  the  county  court. 
wliih*  it  has  no  salarv,  .*ihall  not  l»c  deemed  lucrative. 

'^7.  Xo  perstiu  who  may  hereafter  beaeollectr>r  or  holder  of  public 
monin'H  shall  have  a  seat  in  either  house  of  the  (icneral  AsscmblT. 
or  ho  eli«rii>le  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  Stsite,  until 
he  shall  liave  ae(M»unte<l  f(»r.  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  all  Hums  for 
which  he  mav  he  acetAintahle. 

■ 

•^*''.  The  first  eleetion  for  senators  and  representatives  shall  be 
general  throiiirhimt  the  State  :  and  shall  be  held  on  the  third 
Monday  and  Tuesday  in  September  next. 

'4M  The  first  session  of  the  General  As.sembly  shall  commence  on 
the  fourth  Monday  in  October  next,  and  be  held  at  the  town  of 
lluntsville.  and  all  subsequent  sessions  at  the  town  of  Cahawba. 
until  the  (Mid  of  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  to  bo  held 
in  the  year  one  thousand  ei«^ht  hundred  and  twenty-five  ;  during 
that  si'ssion  the  (renrral  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  designate lij 
law  (to  which  the  executive  concurrence  shall  not  be  rc(iuired)  the 
jicriuanent  seat  of  government,  which  shall  not  thereafter  be  chau<red: 
Provided,  however  that  nnh?.<.s  such  desi;rnation  ha  then  made  by 
law.  the  «ruvernment  shall  continue  permanently  at  the  town  of  Ca- 
hawha :  and  provided,  also,  that  the  tJeneral  A.«<sembly  shall  make 
no  appropriations  previous  to  the  year  i»ne  thousand  eight  huudrod 
and  twonty-five,  for  the  building  of  any  other  state  house  than  that 
now  provi<led  for  bv  law. 

AHTK^LK  \y.—Knrufln'  Dvpartmmt. 

Si:*'.  I.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested 
in  a  chief  ma;ristrate.  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Alabama 

'i.  The  (Jovernor  shall  be  elected  by  the  <pialified  electors  at  the 
time  an<l  places  when  they  shall  respectively  vote  for  representatives. 

:>.  The  return.-  of  every  i-leetion  for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up. 
and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  HoiiM?  of  Krpresentatives.  who  shall,  during  the  first  week 
of  the  session,  open  an<l  publi.-Ji  them  in  ]»resence  of  both  hoiii^es 
of  the  (leniTal  Assembly.  The  ])erson  hnviii;^  the  highest  number 
of  vote-*  shall  be  Governor,  but  if  tw«)  or  more  shall  be  e«jual  and 
hi^fhist  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  the  joint 
vote  (»f  both  houses.     Ccmtested  electicuis  for  Governor  shall  he  de- 
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tcriiiiiiCMl  In'  both  houses  of  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  in  fcuch  manner 
as  shall  ho  prescribed  by  law. 

4.  The  (loveruor  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years 
from  the  time  of  his  installation,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  du- 
ly (inalified,  but  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  four  years  in  any 
term  of  six  years :  he  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  shall  be  a 
native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  resided  in  thi.-^ 
State  at  least  four  years  uext  preceding  the  day  of  his  election. 

5.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  a  compensation  for  his  servi- 
ces, which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  fur 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

6.  He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia  thereof,  except  when  they  shall  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  And  when  acting  in  the  ser- 
viee  of  the  United  Htattvs.  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  shall  fix  his  rank. 

7.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from  the  officers  in  the 
executive  depaitment  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices. 

8.  He  may.  by  proclamation,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene 
the  General  Assembly  at  the  seat  of  government,  or  at  a  diffijrent 
place,  if  that  shall  have  become,  since  their  last  adjournment,  dan- 
gerous from  an  enemy  or  from  contagious  disorders ;  in  ease  of  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  ad- 
journment, he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  prop- 
er, not  beyond  the  day  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  General 
Assemblv. 

# 

9.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  General  Assembly  in- 
formation <»f  the  state  of  the  government,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

ID.   He  sliall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfullv  executed. 

11.  In  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason 
and  impeachment,  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  par- 
dons, and  remit  fines  an«l  forfeitures,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed  bylaw.  Incases  oL treason  he  shall 
have  power,  l)y  and  with  the  advice  and  consent'of  the  Senate,  to 
grant  reprieves  and  pardfins ;  and  he  may.  in  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, respite  the  sentence  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Assemblv. 

Ir2.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
Governor,  and  usimI  ])y  him  officially,  and  the  present  seal  of  the 
territory  shall  be  t\w.  seal  of  the  State,  until  otherwise  directed  by 
the  General  Assemblv. 

13.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name,  and  bv  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Alabama.  l)e  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  signed  by 
the  Governor,  and  attostod  bv  the  Secretarv  of  State. 

14.  There  sliall  be  a  Secretary  of  State  ap])ointed  by  joint  vote 
of  both  hou.^es  of  th«*  General  As.sembly,  who  shall  continnc  in  office 
during  the  term  of  two  years.     He  shall  keep  a  fair  regl  tcr  of  all 
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iifficiii)  iicts  anJ  proceedings  of  tlio  Governor,  and  shuU,  whi 
iniiroil,  luy  the  same,  and  M  papers,  minutes,  aud  voucbers  n 
thereto.  Wore  tlie  General  Assembly ;  aud  shall  perform  auoli 
duties  as  may  be  reijuired  of  him  by  law, 

15.  Vacanciea  that  may  happeu  iu  offices,  the  appoLntm 
which  is  vested  in  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  filled  by  ^i 
ernor  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  gnxntinj 
loiaBioaa  which  shall  expire  at  tlie  cail  of  the  next  sosston. 

16.  Kvery  bill  whiL'h  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the 
ral  Asijcmbly,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor ,  if  he  &{; 
he  ehall  sign  it ;  but  If  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  hiii  objeoti 
the  houHi-  in  whii^h  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shuU  enter  tt 
jections  at  large  upon  the  journals,  and  proceed  to  reoaiiBid 
if,  after  such  reconsideration,  a  majority  of  the  whole  iiumbdr  « 
to  that  house  shall  agree  to  puss  the  bill,  it  shall  he  sent,  vi 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  n'hich  it  shall  likewise  h»' 
sidered ;  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  eleo 
that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law :  but  in  such  eases  the  votes  o 
houBOB  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  thu  names 
members  voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  tin 
nuls  of  each  house  respootively '.  if  any  bill  shall  not  be  re  ton 
the  Governor  within  five  days,  Sundays  csccptcd.  after  it  sbal 

.  been  presented  to  him,  the  some  shall  be  a  law  tu  like  inanne' 
y*  v*'  ho  bad  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  ndjonri 
.  prevent  its  return,  in  wbieh  ease  it  shall  not  be  a.  law. 

17.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurre 
both  hausee  may  he  Deccssary,  except  ou  ((nesttons  of  odjouri 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  aud  before  it  sball  take 
bo  approved  by  him;  or  being  disapproved,  shall  be  rc-pa«e 
both  houses,  according  to  the  rules  aud  limitatiooM  presorib  " 
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criior  would  have  received,  had  he  Ixseii  employed  in  the  duties 
of  hi.<»  office. 

"iil.  The  (fovernor  sLall  always  reside,  during  the  session  of 
the  (Jeneral  Assembly,  at  the  place  where  their  se.ssion  maybe  held, 
and  at  all  other  times,  wlierever.  in  their  opinion,  public  good  may 
require. 

•Jvi.  No  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  Governor,  and  any  other 
office  or  commission,  civil  or  military,  either  in  this  State,  or  under 
any  state  or  the  United  States,  or  any  other  power,  at  <»ne  and  the 
same  tinu*. 

'S'i.  A  State  Treasurer  and  a  Comptroller  of  public  accounts 
shall  be  annually  elected,  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

•24.  A  sheriff  shall  be  elected  in  each  county  by  the  iiualified  elec- 
tors  thereof,  wlio  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  three  years  un- 
lesH  sooner  removed,  and  who  shall  not  be  eligible  to  serve  either  as 
principal  or  deputy  for  the  thnre  succeeding  years.  Should  a  va- 
cancy occur  subsequent  to  an  election,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, as  in  other  cases,  and  the  per.**on  so  appointed  shall  continue 
in  office  until  the  next  general  election,  when  such  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  the  (pialified  electors,  and  the  sheriff  then  elected  shall 
continue  in  office  for  three  years. 

Mifitlri. 

Sec.  I.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  or- 
ganizing and  disciplining  tlie  militia  of  this  State,  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  not  incompatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  TTnited  States  in  relation  thereto. 

2.  Any  person  who  con.^cientiously  scruples  to  bear  arms  shall 
not  bo  compelled  to  do  so.  but  shall  pay  an  e(|uivalent  for  personal 
service. 

3.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  State,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel 
invasions. 

4.  All  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law  f  Provided,  that  the  General 
Assembly  shall  not  make  any  such  elections  or  appointments,  other 
than  those  of  adjutants-general,  and  (|uarter-mastcrs-gODeral. 

5.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  his  aids-de-camp  ;  majors-general, 
their  aids-de-camp,  and  all  other  division  staff-officers ;  brigadiers- 
general  shall  appoint  their  aids,  and  all  other  brigade  staff-officers ; 
and  colonels  shall  appoint  their  regimental  staff-officers. 

6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  fix  by  law  the  method  of  dividing 
the  militia  into  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  com- 
panies :  and  shall  fix  the  rank  of  all  staff-officers. 

ARTICLE  Y. ^Judicial  DcparimrtU. 
Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  one 
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Sii]»roiii(;  Court,  circuit  cnurts  to  In?  liold  in  ejich  county  iii  the 
Stnte,  an«l  siieli  infurirtr  courts  of  law  and  equity,  to  eonPist  of  not 
luorc^  tliati  five  unMiibers.  as  tlio  (Jencral  Assembly  may,  from  time 
to  time,  direct.  or<lain.  and  establisli. 

"ii.  The  Suj>rcme  ('<»urt.  except  in  cases  otherwise  directed  by  this 
(.'oustitiition.  ^Imli  have  appeUate  jurisidiction  only,  which  shall  be 
<• )  cxtcH.'-ive  with  the  State.  iind(?r  8ueh  restrictions  and  regula- 
tions, not  reT)n<rnant  to  this  Ci>nytitution.  as  mav  from  time  to  time 
he  ]>rescribcd  by  biw  :  Provided  that  the  Supremo  Court  shall  hftTe 
I  tower  to  is.-'ne  writs  of  injunction,  niaudamus.  quo  warranto,  habean 
cor)>us.  and  sueli  other  remedial  and  orip;inal  writs  as  may  bo  neces- 
sary to  •rive  it  a  general  ^superintendence  and  control  of  inferior 
iurisdicti(»ns. 

I.' 

it.  Until  the  (leneral  Assembly  shall  otherwise  prescribe,  the 
T'owersof  the  Supreme  Court  f^hall  be  vested  in,  and  its  duties-shall' 
be  performed  b\.  the  jud^resof  the  several  circuit  courts  vitbia  this 
State :  and  tlu^y.  or  a  majority  of  them,  phall  hold  such  Scssiipils  of 
the  Supreme  ( -imrt.  and  at  .such  times  as  may  be  directed  bj  law: 
Provided,  that  no  judt^e  (»f  the  Sujireme  Court  shall  be  appointed 
before  the  eomniencenient  of  tlie  fir^t  session  of  the  General  A^sem* 
Mv.  which  shall  be  be^run  and  held  after  the  first  day  of  Januanr. 
in  the  year  one  tlumsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

•1.  The  Supreme  (^»urt  shall  Ih^  hrdden  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
mirnt.  l.uit  may  adjourn  to  a  flilTerent  place,  if  that  shall  become 
dangerous  from  aii  enemy  or  from  disea.se. 

r>.  The  State  shall  l.»e  divided  into  convenient  circuits,  aud  each 
circuit  shall  contain  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  six  counties: 
and  for  each  circuit  there  shall  lie  appointed  a  judge,  who  shall 
after  his  appointment,  reside  in  the  circuit  for  which  he  may  bo 
appointed. 

r».  The  circuit  c<mrt  .shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  luat- 
ters.  civil  and  criminal,  within  this  State,  not  otherwise  excepted  in 
this  Constitution  ;  but  in  civil  cases,  only  when  the  matter  or  ?uin 
in  eontroversv  exceeds  fifty  dollars. 

1.  A  circuit  court  shall  b(i  held  in  each  county  in  the  State,  at 
least  twice  in  every  year,  and  the  judges  of  the  several  circuit 
courts  may  hold  courts  for  each  other,  when  they  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, ami  shall  do  so  when  directed  by  law. 

^.  The  Ceneral  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  establish  a  court  or 
courts  of  chancery,  with  original  and  appellate  erjuity  jurigdicti«^n ; 
and  until  the  establishment  of  such  court  or  courts,  the  said  juris- 
diction shall  be  vested  in  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  respec- 
tively :  Provided,  that  the  judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  shall 
have  power  to  issue  w^rits  of  injunction,  returnable  into  the  courtg 
of  chancery. 

y.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  establish,  in  each 
c{»unty  within  this  State,  a  court  of  probate,  for  the  grtanting  of  let- 
ters testamentary  and  of  administration,  and  for  orphans'  business. 
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10.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  appoint- 
ed iu  and  for  each  county,  in  such  mode,  and  for  Buch  term 
of  office,  its  the  (Joneral  Assembly  may  direct.  Their  jurisdiction 
in  civil  cases  shall  be  limited  to  causes  in  which  the  amount 
ill  controversy  shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars.  And  in  all  cases,  tried 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  right  of  appeal  shall  be  secured,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

11.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  circuit  court.«^.  and  courts  of 
chancery,  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services  a  compen- 
sation, which  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  shall  not  bo  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office :  but  they  shall  receive  no  fees  or 
perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  or  trust  under 
this  State,  the  Ignited  iStates,  or  any  other  power. 

V  .14:"'  ChaneoHors,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Ct)urt.  judges  of  the  cir- 
^  «liit.*d(lii[rte,  and  judges  of  the  inferior  courts,  shall  be  elected  by 
'.:'•  joint  tote  of  both  houses  of  the  (Jeneral  Assembly. 
* " '13.  'The  judges  of  the  several  courts  in  this  State  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior :  and  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  other 
reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  impeach- 
ment, the  Governor  shall  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  address  of 
two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly ;  provided  how- 
ever, that  the  cause  or  causes  for  which  such  removal  shall  bo  re- 

0 

quired,  shall  bo  stated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  entered  on 
the  journals  of  each  house :  and  provided  further,  that  the  cause  or 
causes  shall  be  notified  to  the  judge  so  intended  to  Ijc  removed,  and 
he  shall  bo  admitted  to  a  hearing  in  his  own  defense,  before  any 
vote  for  such  address  shall  pass ;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  vote  shall 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each 
house  respectively ;  and  provided  also,  that  the  judges  of  the  seve- 
ral circuit  courts  who  shall  be  appointed  before  the  commencement 
of  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  which  shall  be  begun 
and  held  after  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  shall  only  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behavior,  until  the  end  of  the  said  session,  at  which 
time  their  commissions  shall  expire. 

1 4.  No  person  who  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy  years 
shall  be  appointed  to.  or  continue  in  the  office  of  judge  in  this  State. 

15.  Clerks  of  the  circuit  and  inferior  courts  in  this  State  shall  be 
•elected  by  the  qualified  electors  in  each  county,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  may  be  removed  from  office  for  such  cause,  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law ;  and  should  a  vacancy  occur, 
subsequent  to  an  election,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  judge  or  judges 
of  the  courts  in  which  such  vacancy  exists ;  and  the  person  so  ap- 
pointed shall  hold  his  office  until  the  next  general  election ;  provi- 
ded, however,  that  after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  the  General  A.ssembly  may  prescribe  a  difierent  mode 
cf  appointment,  but  shall  not  make  such  appointment. 

16.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall,  by  virtue  of  their 
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officcm  Iw  coil Hcrvii torn  nf  the  pcaei'  throughout  the  State  ,  as  : 
t}ii!  judges  iif  the  circuit  courts  in  their  rcxpcctirc  districts, 
jailf.".-K  iif  tlic  iiiforiur  conrtit  iu  their  rciiiicutiYi^  eouutira. 

ir.  The  Ktjle  of  ull  pnteeKHcs  iiliall  be  ■■  the  State  of  Alabai) 
and  nil  pniHecutioiis  ahall  Ijo  eurricil  <ia  in  the  nunic,  and  by 
nuthnrity  of  Iho  i^tiito  of  Alubainu,  mid  hIisII  eoneludo  '-  against 
peace  and  dignity  vt  tlic  Bauie.'' 

IS,  There  i^huU  bo  an  Atliiniey-fJeiioral  for  -the  State,  anc 
many  Kuliciturs  as  the  General  Assembly  may  deem  necesijary,  t( 
elected  liv  a  juiut  rote  thereof,  win)  shall  Ii(>ld  tlieir  olfices  for 
term  of  f"iir  years,  and  shnll  receive  for  their  services  a  coinpc' 
t ion.  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  coiitiiiuanoc 
office. 

Imprnrhmriils. 

See.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  xliall  have  the  sole  poi 
of  impeaching. 

'i.  All  inipenchnicnts  shall  be  tried  by  tlie  Senate  :  wtien  sitlj 
for  that  purpiwe.  the  senators  tilinll  be  on  oath  or  affirmation,'  s 
no  per.-(in  shall  ho  convlf-tcd  witbont  the  eoueuircnec  of  two-thir 
iif  the  nieinlwra  present. 

3.  The  (Jovcrnor  and  all  civil  offieoM  pliall  be  liable  to  impeoe 
mcnt  for  any  misderaeauor  in  office;  but  juitgrnent  in  such  cui 
shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  fnini  office,  and  to  dtaipa 
ificatina  to  hohl  any  offiec  uf  honor,  Irunt.  nr  profit,  uiiilcr  the  State 
hut  the  party  convicted  shall  neverthoIesH  be  liable  and  subject  t 
indictuient,  trial,  and  punishment,  accurding  to  law. 

ARTICLE  Vr.      Gnifral  Pronu'wrnt. 
Set.   1.  The  uiembcrs  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officen 
eiectttive,  and  judicial,  before  they  enter  on  the  esecution  o:' 
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be  convicted  of  having  given  or  offered  any  bribe  to  procure  his 
election  or  appointment. 

5.  Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclude  from  office,  from  suffrage,  and 
from  serving  as  jurors,  those  who  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of 
bribery,  perjury,  forgery,  or  otlier  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors. 
The  privilege  of  free  suffrage  shall  be  supported  by  laws  regulating 
elections,  and  prohibiting,  under  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  influ- 
ence thereon,  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  conduct 

6.  In  all  elections  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  members  thereof 
shall  vote  viva  rocr,  and  the  votes  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

7.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  conse- 
quence  of  an  appropriation  made  by  law ;  and  a  regular  statement 
and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  moneys 
shall  be  published  annually.  * 

8.  All  lands  liable  to  taxation  in  this  State,  shall  be  taxed  in 
proportion  to  their  value. 

9.  The  General  Assembly  shall  direct,  by  law,  in  what  manner, 
and  in  what  courts,  suits  may  bo  brought  against  the  State. 

1 0.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  regulate  by 
law,  the  cases  in  which  deductions  shall  be  made  from  the  salaries 
of  public  officers,  for  neglect  of  duty  in  their  official  capacities,  and 
the  amount  of  sucli  deduction. 

1 1 .  Absence  on  business  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States,  or 
on  a  visit,  or  necessary  private  business,  shall  not  cause  a  forfeiture 
of  a  residence  once  obtained. 

12.  No  member  of  Congress,  nor  any  person  holding  any  office 
of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  (the  office  of  postmaster 
excepted,)  or  either  of  them,  or  any  foreign  power,  shall  hold  or  ex- 
ercise any  office  of  profit  under  this  State. 

13.  Divorces  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony  sliall  not  be  granted 
bat  in  oases  provided  for  by  law,  by  suit  in  chancery :  and  no  decree 
for  such  divorce  shall  have  effect  until  the  same  shall  bo  sanctioned 
by  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

14.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publishing  of  papers  investigating  the 
official  conduct  of  officers  or  men  in  public  capacity,  or  when  the 
matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof 
may  be  given  in  evidence  :  and  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury 
shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  courts. 

15.  Returns  of  all  elections  for  officers  who  are  to  be  commissioned 
by  the  6x>vemor,  and  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall 
l)«  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

16.  No  new  county  shall  be  established  by  the  General  Assembly, 
which  shall  reduce  the  countv  or  counties,  or  either  of  them,  from 
which  it  shall  be  t^kon,  to  a  less  content  than  nine  hundred  square 
miles ;  nor  shall  any  county  be  laid  off  of  less  contents.*  Every  new 
county,  as  to  the  right  of  suffrage  and  representation,  shall  be  con- 

21 
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siderod  as  a  part  of  the  county  or  counties  from  which  it  was  takcu. 
until  entitled  by  numbers  to  the  riglii  of  separate  representation. 

17.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  their  first  session,  which  may 
be  holden  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  or  at  th«^ 
next  succeeding  session,  arrange  and  designate  baundaries  for  the* 
several  counties  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  to  which  the  ludiau 
title  shall  have  been  extinguished,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  which  boundaries  shall  not  be  afterwards  altered,  nnk&s 
by  the  agreement  of  two- thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  Crencral 
Assembly  ;  and  in  all  cases  of  ceded  territory  acquired  by  the  State, 
the  General  Assembly  may  make  such  arrangements  and  designa- 
tions of  the  boundaries  of  counties  within  such  ceded  territory,  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  which  shall  only  be  altered  in  like  manner . 
provided,  that  no  county  hereafter  to  be  formed  shall  be  of  less  ox- 
tent  than  nine  hundred  square  miles. 

18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  pass  suo!i 
laws  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  decide  differences  by  arbi- 
trators, to  be  appointed  by  the  parties,  who  may  ohoose  that  summar  v 
mode  of  adjustment. 

19.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  to  form  a  penal  code,  founded  on  principlt* s 
of  reformation,  and  not  of  vindictive  justice. 

20.  Within  five  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  tbo 
body  of  our  laws,  civil  and  criminal,  shall  be  revised,  digested,  and 
arranged  under  proper  heads,  and  promulgated  in  such  manner  as 
the  General  Assembly  may  direct :  and  a  like  revision,  digest,  and 
promulgation  shall  be  made  within  every  subsequent  period  of  ton 
years. 

21.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  provision  by  law  for  ob- 
taining correct  knowledge  of  the  several  objects  proper  for  improve- 
ment in  relation  to  the  navigable  waters,  and  to  the  roads  in  thi» 
State,  and  for  making  a  systematic  and  economical  application  of  the 
means  appropriated  to  those  objects. 

22.  In  the  event  of  the  annexation  of  any  foreign  territory  to  thi?* 
State,  by  a  cession  from  the  United  States,  laws  may  be  passed,  ex- 
tending to  the  inhabitants  of  such  territory  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges which  may  be  required  by  the  terms  of  such  cession ;  anything 
in  this  Constitution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Education. 

Schools,  and  the  means  of  education,  shall  for  ever  be  encouraged 
in  this  State ;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall  take  measures  to  pre- 
serve from  unnecessary  waste  or  damage  such  lands  as  are,  or  hereaf- 
ter may  be, granted  by  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  schools  within 
each  township  in  this  State,  and  apply  the  funds,  which  may  be 
raised  from  such  lands,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  object  of  such 
grant.  The  General  Assembly  shall  take  like  measures  for  the  im- 
provement I  f  such  lands  as  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  granted 
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by  the  United  »Statos  to  this  State,  tor  the  support  of  aeeminary  of 
learuing,  and  the  moneys,  which  may  bo  raised  from  such  lands,  by 
root,  lease,  or  sale,  or  from  any  other  quarter,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, shall  be  and  remain  a  fund  for  the  exclusive  support  of  a  State 
University,  for  the  promotion  of  the  arts,  literature,  and  the  scien- 
ces ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  early  ai^ 
may  be.  to  provide  efiPectual  means  for  the  improvement  and  perma 
nent  security  of  the  funds  and  endowments  of  such  institution. 

Esiablishmeni  of  Banks. 

One  State  bank  may  be  established,  with  such  number  of 
branches  as  the  General  Assembly  may,  from  time  to  time,  deem  ex- 
pedient :  Provided,  that  no  branch  bank  shall  be  established,  nor 
bank  charter  renewed,  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly ; 
and  provided,  also,  tliat  not  more  than  one  bank  nor  branch  bank 
shall  be  established,  nor  bank  charter  renewed,  at  any  one  session 
of  the  General  Assembly ;  nor  shall  any  bank  or  branch  bank  be 
established,  or  bank  charter  renewed,  but  in  conformity  with  the 
following  rules : 

1st.  At  least  two-fifths  of  the  capital  stock  shall  be  reserved  for 
the  iState. 

2d.  A  proportion  of  power  in  the  direction  of  the  bank  shall  be 
reserved  to  the  State,  Qi{\\v\  at  least  to  its  proportion  of  stock  therein. 

3d.  The  State,  and  the  individual  stockholderB,  shall  be  liable  re- 
spcctively,  for  the  debts  of  the  bank,  in  proportion  to  their  stock 
holden  therein. 

4th.  The  remedy  for  collecting  debts  shall  be  reciprocal,  for  and 
against  the  bank. 

5tb.  No  bank  shall  commence  operations  until  half  of  the  capital 
stock  subscribed  for  be  actually  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  wnioh 
amount  shall,  in  no  case  be  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

6th.  In  case  any  bank  or  branch  bank  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay, 
on  demand,  any  bill,  note,  or  obligation,  issued  by  the  corporation, 
aooordinff  to  the  promise  therein  expressed,  the  holder  of  any  such 
note,  bill,  or  obligation,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  and  recover  in- 
terest thereon,  until  the  same  shall  be  paid,  or  specie  payments  are 
resumed,  by  said  bank,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum 
from  the  date  of  such  demand,  unless  the  General  Assembly  shall 
sanction  such  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  and  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  have  power,  after  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  tfiey  may  deem  propA*,  to  protect  and  secure  the  rights 
of  all  concerned :  and  to  declare  the  charter  of  such  bank  forfeited. 

7th.  After  the  establishment  of  a  eeneral  State  bank,  the  banks  of 
this  State  now  existing  may  be  admitted  as  branches  thereof^  upon 
SQoh  terms  as  the  Legislature  and  the  said  banks  may  agree,  subject 
nevertheless  to  the  preceding  rales. 
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Sec.  1.  Tbe  General  Assembly  Khali  have  no  power  to  pass  lairs  fur 
tho  cmancipBtioa  of  slaves  witliout  the  consent  of  their  owners,  or 
without  paying  their  ownem,  previous  (o  siieh  ciiianL-ipation,  a  full 
uquiTalentin  money  for  (lie  slftVM  so  emancipated.  Tlioy  shall  have 
no  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  tliis  State  from  bringing  with  tlieni 
suoli  persona  as  are  deemed  elavca  by  tbe  laws  of  any  one  of  the 
Uuibni  States,  no  long  as  any  person  of  tbe  same  ape  or  description 
Kball  bo  continued  in  slavery  by  the  lawrt  of  this  State:  providoJ. 
th&t  such  person  or  plnvc  be  the  id/in /(Ji*  property  of  such  cmig^ant^: 
and  provided,  dIho.  that  Inws  may  be  pasaod  to  prohibit  the  introda-.-- 
tion  into  this  State  of  slaves  who  liave  committed  high  crimes  in 
other  states  or  territories.  They  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  to 
permit  tho  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  rights 
of  eroditors,  and  preventing  them  from  becoming  a  puhlio  charge 
They  shall  have  full  power  to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brooght 
into  this  State  as  mcrchandiBe.  and  also  to  oblige  tbe  ownern  of  Blavci< 
to  treat  them  with  humanity,  to  provide  for  tbcm  necoHsary  food  and 
clothing,  to  abstain  from  all  injuries  to  theni  cxtondiuf;  to  life  or 
limb  ;  and  in  case  of  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  di- 
rections of  such  laws,  tn  have  such  tilave  or  .slaves  sold  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  owner  or  owners. 

■2.  In  tho  prosecntion  of  slaves  for  crimes  of  higher  grade  than 
petit  larceny,  tlie  (leneral  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  deprive 
them  of  an  impartial  trial  by  a  petit  jury. 

3.  Anv  person  who  shall  maliciously  dismember  or  deprivea  slave 
<if  life,  shall  Buffer  such  punisbiucnt  as  wouM  be  inflict  d  in  caae  the 
like  offence  had  been  committed  on  a  free  white  person,  and  on  the 
like  proof,  except  in  case  of  insurrection  of  such  slave. 
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Ih  1716  the  French  Tormpd  a  ■etllement  at  Natrhra,  and  claimed  ibe  terri- 
uar  *s  belonging:  m  Louisiana.  ThU  colony  wan  mauacred  by  the  Indiaiu 
in  \73S.  Id  t7S3  it  wa.i  ceded  to  the  BritU^  and  north  of  the  Slit  devree  of 
north  laUtiiile,  was  in  the  chartered  limits  of  Georgia;  south  of  thai  belon)^ 
i'>  West  Flurida.  Thin  part  was  c<!ded  to  the  Unlteil  Stales  By  Spain,  iii 
119H,  In  1800  thi*8inio,irilh  Alabama,  waKcanMiintmiB  territory.  In  IHH 
MlBxissimii  was  neparaled  from  Alahama,  and  became  an  independent  Slatu, 
It  adcqHed  im  fimt  CoDxtitulion  in  1817,  which  was  rcTJaed  In  1839. 

Area,  45,7»»  "S^tnilei.  Pop.  in  IMO,  375,651,  of  whom  195,21 1  were  slares. 
Free  negroes,  1,^. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  l.—I}tdafatwK  cf  Rigtili. 

That  the  gener&l,  xreat  anil  esaential  priticiplca  of  liberty  and 
-free  goremment  maj  be  reiMgniud  and  established,  we  deolare : — 

Sec.  I.  That  all  freemen,  when  tfaey  fbrm  a  locial  oompaiit,  an- 
equal  in  righta ;  and  that  no  man,  or  let  of  men.  are  entitled  to  esolii- 
sire,  teparate  public  emolumenta  or  pririlegea  from  the  community, 
bat  in  conaideration  of  pnblio  sr — ' — 
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2.  That  all  political  jwwer  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free 
governments  are  founded  on  their  authority  and  established  for  their 
benefit ;  and,  therefore,  they  have  at  all  times  an  inalienable  nnd 
indefeasible  right  to  alter  or  abolish  their  form  of  government;  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  think  expedient. 

3.  The  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and  wor- 
ship, without  discrimination,  shall  forever  be  free  to  all  persons  in 
this  State  :  Provided,  that  the  right  hereby  declared  and  established 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  jus- 
tify practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  State. 

4.  No  preference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious 
sect,  or  mode  of  worship. 

5.  That  no  person  shall  be  molested  for  his  opinions  on  any  sub- 
ject whatever,  nor  suffer  any  civil  or  political  incapacity,  or  ac- 
quire any  civil  or  political  advantage,  in  consequence  of  such  opin- 
ions, except  in  cases  provided  for  in  this  Constitution. 

6.  Every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and  publish  his  senti- 
ments on  all  subjects;  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that 
liberty. 

7.  No  law  shall  ever  be  passed  to  curtail  or  restrain  the  liberty 
of  speech,  or  of  the  press. 

8.  In  all  prosecutions  or  indictments  for  libel,  the  truth  may  be 
given  in  eviaence  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  jury  that  the  matter 
charged  as  libellous  is  true,  and  was  published  with  good  motives 
and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  ac<|uittcd  ;  and  the  jury 
shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts. 

9.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses.  paper2(. 
and  possessions  from  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches  ;  and  that  no 
warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  thing,  sliall 
issue  without  describing  tlic  place  to  be  soarclied,  and  the  person  or 
thing  to  be  seized,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

10.  Tl^at  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard,  oy  himself  or  counsel,  or  both ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confronted  by  the  witnesses  against 
him ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his 
favor;  and  in  all  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  county  where 
the  offence  was  committed ;  that  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give 
evidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty 
or  property,  but  by  due  course  of  law. 

i  1 .  No  person  shall  be  accused,  arrested  or  detained,  except  in 

cases  ascertained  by  law,  and  according  to  the  form  which  the  same 

has  prescribed ;  and  no  person  shall  be  punished  but  in  virtue  of  a 

law  established  and  promulgated  prior  to  the  offence,  and  legally 

^applied. 

12.  That  no  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  pro- 
ceeded agaii  st  criminally  by  information :  except  in  cases  arising  in 
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the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  senrice,  or 
by  leave  of  the  court,  for  misdemeanor  in  office. 

1 3.  No  person  shall,  for  the  same  offence,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  any  person's  property  be  taken  or  applied 
to  pA)lic  use  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and  without  just 
compensation  being  first  made  therefor. 

1 4.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  reme- 
dy by  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered  with- 
out sale,  denial  or  delay. 

15.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised,  except 
by  the  Legislature,  or  its  autnority.  • 

16.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflictec^ 

17.  That  all  prisoners  shall  before  conviction  be  bailable  by  suf- 
ficient securities,  except  for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evi- 
dent, or  the  presumption  great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless,  when  in  case  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it 

18.  That  the  person  of  a  debtor,  when  there  is  not  strong  pre- 
sumption of  fraud,  shall  not  be  detained  in  prison,  after  delivering 
up  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

19.  No  conviction  for  any  offence  shall  work  corruption  of  blood 
or  forfeiture  of  estate  :  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no  bill  of  attain- 
der, ex  postfticlo  law,  nor  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts. 

20.  No  property  qualification  for  eligibility  to  office,  or  for  the 
right  of  suffrage,  shall  ever  be  required  by  law  in  this  State. 

21.  That  the  estates  of  suicides  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  cases 
of  natural  death :  and  if  any  person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty, 
there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  by  reason  thereof 

22.  That  the  citizens  have  a  right  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  as- 
semble together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  vested 
with  the  powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other 
proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address  or  remonstrance. 

23.  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  himself 
and  of  the  State. 

24.  No  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature ;  and  the  military  shall  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be 
in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

25.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any 
house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  or  in  time  of  war,  but  in 
manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

26.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges  or  honors  shall 
ever  be  granted  or  conferred  in  this  State. 

27.  Emigration  from  this  State  shall  not  be  prohibited,  nor  shall 
4uiy  free  white  citizen  of  this  State  ever  be  exiled  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever. 
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28.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

29.  No  person  shall  be  debarred  from  prosecating  or  defending 
any  oiyil  cause  for  or  against  him  or  herself  before  any  tribaiud  ii» 
this  State,  by  him  or  herself,  or  counsel  or  both. 

30.  No  person  shall  ever  be  appointed  or  elected  to  any  omee  in 
this  State  for  life  or  during  good  behavior ;  but  the  tenure  of  all 
offices  shall  be  for  some  limited  period  of  time,  if  the  person  ap- 
pointed or  elected  thereto  shall  so  long  behave  well 

Condttsion. 

To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the  high  powers  herein  dele- 
gated,  we  declari^  that  everything  in  this  article  is  excepted  oat  of 
the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  forever  remain  invio- 
late ;  and  that  all  laws  contrary  thereto  or  to  the  following  provia- 
ions,  shall  be  void. 

ABTICLE  IL—Distrilnaum  of  Powers. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Mississip- 
pi, shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of 
them  confided  to  a  separate  body  of  magistracy ;  to  wit :  tbo»c 
which  Are  legislative  to  one,  those  which  are  judicial  to  another,  and 
those  which  are  executive  to  another. 

2.  No  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  being  of  one  of  these  de- 
partments, shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of 
the  others,  except  in  the  instances  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or 
permitted. 

ARTICLE  IIL—Legislatite  Department. 

Sec.  1.  Every  free  white  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty -one 
years  or  upwards,  who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  have  resided  in  this  State  one  year  next  preceding  an  election, 
and  the  last  four  months  within  the  county,  city  or  town  in  which 
he  offers  to  vote,  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  elector.  And  any  such 
qualified  elector  who  may  happen  to  be  in  any  county,  city  or  town 
other  than  that  of  his  residence  at  the  time  of  an  election,  or  who 
shall  have  removed  to  any  county,  city  or  town  within  four  months 
preceding  the  election,  from  any  county,  city  or  town,  in  which  he 
would  have  been  a  qualified  elector  had  he  not  so  removed,  may 
vote  for  any  State  or  district  officer  or  member  of  Congress,  for 
whom  he  could  have  voted  in  the  county  of  his  residence,  or  the 
county,  city  or  town,  from  which  he  may  have  so  removed. 

2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason,  felony 
or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  during  their  at- 
tendance on  elections,  and  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

3.  The  first  election  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  all  future  elections, 
by  the  people,  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

4.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  two  dis- 
tinct branches ;  the  one  to  be  styled  ''  the  Senate,"  the  other  ''  the 
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House  of  RepresentatiycB ;"  and  both  together,  ^the  Legislatare  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi."  And  the  style  of  their  laws  shall  be,  '^  Be 
iif  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi." 

5.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  qualified  electors,  and  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
from  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the  general  election,  and  no 
longer. 

6.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years,  on  the 
first  Monday  and  day  following  in  November. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State 
two  vears  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a 
resiaent  of  the  county,  city  or  town  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen  ; 
and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

8.  Elections  for  representatives  for  the  several  counties,  shall  be 
hold  at  the  places  of  holding  their  respective  courts,  or  in  the  seve- 
ral election  districts  into  which  the  county  may  be  divided ;  Pravi- 
(led^  That  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  Legislature  that  any  city  or 
town  hath  a  number  of  free  white  inhabitants  equal  to  the  ratio 
then  fixed,  such  city  or  town  shall  have  a  separate  representation, 
according  to  the  number  of  free  white  inhabitants  therein,  which 
shall  be  retained  so  long  as  such  city  or  town  shall  contain  a  num- 
ber of  free  white  inhabitants  equal  to  the  existing  ratio,  and  there- 
after and  during  the  existence  of  the  right  of  separate  representation 
in  such  citv  or  town,  elections  for  the  county  in  which  such  city  or 
town  entitled  to  a  separate  representation  is  situated,  shall  not  be 
held  in  such  city  or  town.  And  provided^  That  if  the  residuum  or 
fraction  of  any  city  or  town  entitled  to  separate  representation  shall 
when  added  to  the  residuum  in  the  county  in  which  it  may  lie,  be 
eq^ual  to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law  for  one  representative;  then  the  afore- 
said county,  city  or  town,  having  the  Ikrgest  residuum,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  such  representation :  And  provided  alsoj  That  when  there 
arc  two  or  more  counties  adjoining,  which  have  rcsidnums  over  and 
above  the  ratio  then  fixed  by  law,  if  said  residuums,  when  added 
together,  will  amount  to  such  ratio,  in  that  case  one  representative 
shall  be  added  to  that  county  having  the  largest  residuuiki. 

9.  The  Legislature  shall  at  their  first  session,  and  at  periods  of 
not  less  than  every  four,  nor  more  than  every  six  years,  until  the 
year  1845,  and  thereafter  at  periods  of  not  less  than  every  four,  nor 
more  than  every  eight  years,  cause  an  enumeration  to  b^nade  of 
all  the  free  white  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  the  wl^^umber 
of  representatives  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  nJ^^  sack 
enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  and  apportioned  among 
the  several  counties,  cities  or  towns,  entitled  to  separate  representa- 
tion, according  to  the  number  of  free  white  inhabitants  in  each,  and 
•kali  not  be  less  than  thirty-six  nor  more  than  one  hundred:  Pro- 
Ttdedf  however^  That  each  county  shall  always  be  entitled  to  at  least 
one  representative. 
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10.  The  whole  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of 
making  the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  L^sla- 
ture,  and  apportioned  among  the  several  districts  to  be  established 
by  law,  according  to  the  number  of  free  white  inhabitants  in  each. 
and  shall  never  be  less  than  one-fourth,  nor  more  than  one-third  of 
the  whole  number  of  representatives. 

U.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors,  for 
four  years,  and  on  their  beine  convened  in  consequence  of  the  first 
election,  they  shall  be  divided  by  lot  from  their  respective  districts 
into  two  classes  as  nearly  equal  as  can  be. — And  the  seats  of  the 
senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the 
second  year. 

12.  Such  mode  of  classifying  new  additional  senators  shall  beob- 
Korved  as  will  as  nearly  as  possible  preserve  an  equality  of  nambers 
in  each  class. 

13.  When  a  senatorial  district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or  more 
counties,  it  shall  not  bo  entirely  separated  by  any  county  belonging  to 
another  district ;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a  dis- 
trict. 

1 4.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  unless  he  be  a  citiien  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  four 
years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a  resi- 
dent of  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  have  attained 
the  age  of  thirty  years. 

15.  The  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose 
a  Speaker  and  its  other  officers,  and  the  Senate  shall  choose  a 
President  and  its  officers,  and  each  house  shall  judge  of  the  quali- 
fications and  elections  of  its  own  members:  but  a  contested 
election  shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed 
by  law.  A  majoritv  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  dav  to  day,  and 
may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and 
under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

16.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings, 
punish  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause : 
and  shall  have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

17.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceeding  and  pub- 
lish th^ame ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
house,^^ny  question,  shall  at  the  d^ire  of  any  three  members 
prese^PLentcred  on  the  journal. 

18.  Wh&  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  Governor,  or  the 
person  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Governor,  shall  issne  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

19.  Senators  and  representatives  shall  in  all  cases,  except  of  trea- 
.«^)n,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during 
the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  ij^  going  to  and  returning  from 
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the  same,  allowing  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  such  member 
may  reside  from  the  place  at  which  the  Legislature  is  convened. 

20.  Each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during  the  session, 
any  porson  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  behavior  in 
its  presence,  or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings :  Frovid^ul^ 
such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  anv  one  time,  exceed  forty-eight  hours. 

2 1 .  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  open,  except  on  such  occa- 
sions of  great  emergency,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house,  may  require 
secrecy. 

22.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn 
for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
they  may  be  sitting. 

23.  Bills  mav^iginate  in  either  house,  and  be  amended,  altered 
or  rejected  by  tflbther,  but  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a  law. 
until  on  three  several  days,  it  be  read  in  each  house,  and  free  dis- 
cussion be  allowed  thereon,  unless  four-fifths  of  the  house  in  which 
the  bill  shall  be  pending,  may  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with 
this  rule  ;  and  every  bill  having  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed 
by  the  Speaker  and  President  of  their  respective  houses. 

24.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  the  Senate  may  amend  or  reject  them  as  other 
bills. 

25.  Each  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  from  the  pub- 
lic treasury  a  compensation  for  his  services  which  may  be  increased 
or  diminished  by  law  ;  but  no  increase  of  compensation  shall  take 
effect  during  the  session  at  which  such  increase  shall  have  been 
made. 

26.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  nor  for  one  year  thereafter,  be  appointed 
to  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this  State,  which  shall  have  been 
created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased, 
during  such  term,  except  such  offices  as  may  be  filled  by 
elections  by  the  people ;  and  no  member  of  either  house  of  the 
Legislature  shall  after  the  commencement  of  the  first  session  of  the 
L^slature  after  his  election,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  term 
for  which  he  is  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  place,  the  appoint- 
ment to  which  may  be  made  in  whole  or  in  part  by  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature. 

27.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  Secretary  of  State. 
Attorney-General,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  sheriff  or  collector. 
or  any  person  holding  a  lucrative  office  under  the  United  States 
or  this  State,  shfdl  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature :  Provided,  That 
offices  in  the  militia,  to  which  there  is  attached  no  annual  salary. 
und  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  shall  not  be  deemed  lucrative 

28.  No  persou'Who  hath  heretofore  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  a 
collector  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  have  a  seat  in  either  house 
of  the  Legislature,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted  for,  and 
paid  into  the  treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  accountable. 


M  iU 


332  CONSTITUTION   OF 


'20.  The  first  election  for  senators  and  represontatiyea  shall  be 
general  tlirougliout  the  State,  and  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
and  day  following  in  November,  1833;  and  thereafter,  there  shall 
bo  biennial  elections  for  senators  to  fill  the  places  of  those  whose 
term  of  Bcrvice  may  have  expired. 

30.  The  first  and  all  future  sessions  of  the  Legislature  shall  be 
held  in  tlic  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Hinds,  until  the  year 
1 850.  During  the  first  session  thereafter,  the  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  designate  l)y  law  the  permanent  seat  of  government :  Pro- 
r'uh'tL  howrrrr^  Tliat  unless  such  designation  be  then  made  by  law. 
the  scat  of  government  shall  continue  permanently  at  the  town  of 
Jackson.  The  first  session  shall  commence  on  the  third  3Ionday  in 
November,  in  the  year  1833  ;  and  in  every  tiMyears  thereafter 
at  such  time  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  ^ 

31.  The  (lovernor.  Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer,  Auditor  of 
public  accounts,  and  Attorney -General,  shall  reside  at  the  seat  of 


government. 


ARTICLE  l\.— Judicial  Deparlmni. 


Snc.  I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  one 
High  Court  of  Krrurs  anti  Appeals,  and  such  other  courts  of  law  and 
ei|uity  as  are  hereafter  provided  for  in  this  (Constitution. 

2.  The  High  Court  of  Krrors  an<l  Appeals  shall  consist  of  three 
judges,  any  two  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum.  The  Legislature 
shall  divide  the  State  into  three  di.^tricts,  and  the  qualified  electors 
of  eaeh  district  shall  elect  one  of  said  judges  for  the  terra  of  six 
years 

?>.  The  office  of  one  of  said  judges  sliall  be  vacated  in  two  year^i, 
and  of  one  in  fmr  years,  and  of  one  in  six  years,  so  that  at  the  ex- 
piration of  ev(?ry  two  years,  one  of  said  judges  shall  be  elected  as 
aforesaid. 

4.  The  High  Court  of  P^rrors  and  Appeals  shall  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion, but  such  as  pro])erIy  belong.^  to  a  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals. 

T).  All  vacancies  tliat  may  occur  in  said  court,  from  death,  resig- 
nation, or  removal,  shall  be  filled  by  election  as  aifbresaid :  Provided, 
how(Jver,  tliat  if  the  unexpired  term  do  not  exceed  one  year,  the 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  executive  appointment. 

G.  No  pirson  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  High 
(^ourt  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  who  shall  not  have  attained,  at  the 
time  of  his  election,  the  age  of  thirty  years. 

:  The  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  shall  be  held  twice  in 
each  year,  at  such  place  as  the  Legislature  shall  direct,  until  the 
yt«r  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  afterwards  at  the  seat  of 
g<n'crnmcnt  of  the  State. 

5.  The  Secretary  of  St^ite,  on  receiving  all  the  official  returns  of 
the  first  election,  shall  proceed,  forthwith,  in  the  presence  and  with 
tlie  assistance  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  determine  by  lot  amon/r 
the  three  candidates  liaving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  which  ot 
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said  jadge»  elect  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  which  shall 
serve  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  which  shall  serve  for  the  l^rra 
of  six  years,  and  having  so  determined  the  same,  it  shall  be^e  du- 
ty of  the  Governor  to  issue  commissions  accordingly.  ^ 

9.  No  judge  shall  sit  on  the  trial  of  any  cause  when  the  parties 
or  either  of  them  shall  be  connected  with  him  by  affinity  or  consan- 
guinity, or  when  ho  may  be  interested  in  the  same,  except  by  consent 
of  the  judge  and  of  the  parties ;  and  whenever  a  quorum  of  said  court 
uro  situated  as  aforesaid,  the  Governor  of  the  8tat<}  shall  in  such 
cjux}  specially  commission  two  or  more  men  of  law-knowledge  for 
the  determination  thereof 

10.  The  judges  of  said  court  shall  receive  for  their  services  a  com- 
pensation to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during 
their  continuance  in  office. 

1 1.  The  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall  be  elected  by  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  each  judicial  district,  and  hold  their  offices  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  and  reside  in  their  respective  districts. 

12.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court,  who  shall  not  at  the  time  of  his  election,  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years. 

1 3. « The  Stat-c  shall  be  divided  into  convenient  districts,  and  each 
district  shall  contain  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  coun- 
ties. 

14.  The  Circuit  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  mat- 
ters, civil  and  criminal,  within  this  State ;  but  in  civil  cases  only 
when  the  principal  of  the  sum  in  controversy  exceeds  fifty  dollars. 

1 5.  A  Circuit  Court  shall  be  held  in  each  county  of  this  State,  at 
least  twice  in  each  year  ;  and  the  judges  of  said  courts,  shall  intcr- 
i^hange  circuits  with  each  other,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law,  and  shall  receive  for  their  scn^ices  a  compensation  to  be  fixed 
hy  law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 
•iffice. 

16.  A  separate  Superior  Court  of  Chancery  shall  be  established, 
vrith  full  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  of  equity ;  provided,  however, 
tlic  Legislature  may  give  to  the  Circuit  Courts  of  each  county  equity 
Jurisdiction  in  all  cases  where  the  value  of  the  thing,  or  amount  in 
<K>Dtrovcr8y,  docs  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars ;  also,  in  all  cases 
of  divorce,  and  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages.  The  Chancellor 
yihall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  Sio  whole  State,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  and  shall  bo  at  least  thirty  years  old  at  the  time 
«>f  bis  election. 

17.  The  style  of  all  process,  shall  be  "  The  State  of  Mississippi,-' 
«tnd  all  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  ^'  The  State  of  Mississippi,"  and  shall  conclude,  '^  against 
■^e  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same." 

18.  A  Court  of  Probates  shall  be  established  in  each  county  of  this 
fltete,  with  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  testamentary  and  of  adminis- 
teation  in  orphans'  business,  and  the  allotment  of  dower,  increase  of 
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Miutny  mill  hiuiLi'V.  unil  of  pursunH  nan  mmpot  mi-ntis  ;  the  judge  of 
^ai^l  court  sLull  bo  oleiitcil  bj  the  qnalified  electors  of  the  rcspectivij 

10.  'c  clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appcnls  Hhall  Iw 
a-,>pDiutcil  by  sai"!  court  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  the  clerks 
of  the  circuit,  pnibutu.  duiI  other  inferior  courts,  Hhall  be  elected  1)t 
itie  qunlified  clettorN  of  tlie  rcHpootivo  counties,  and  shall  liold  their 
otKccs  for  the  term  f>f  two  yeurs. 

'ill.  The  quulified  electors  of  each  county  shall  eleet  fire  pcrsfln'« 
fir  the  term  of  two  years,  who  shall  constitute  a  hoard  of  police  for 
i-oeh  county,  a  majority  of  whom  may  transuot  businesa  ;  which  hody 
mIiuII  have  full  jurisdiction  over  roads,  highways,  ferries,  and  bridgeii. 
nnil  ail  other  matters  of  county  police,  and  shall  order  all  con&tT 
elections  to  fill  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  the  offices  of  their  re- 
^'iiective  counties :  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Probate  shall  be  the 
i-lerk  of  the  board  of  oonnty  [toUcc. 

*Jl.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  said  board,  who 
siiult  not  have  resided  one  year  in  the  connty  :  bat  thia  qoalification 
shall  not  extend  In  sueh  new  cooutics  au  may  hereafter  be  estahlisb- 
e.l  until  one  ycnr  after  tlieir  organization ;  and  all  TaoailoieB  that 
niay  occur  in  said  board  Hhall  be  supplied  hy  election  as  aforeBMtd  to 
rill  the  uncxpircfl  term. 

•I'l.  The  judges  of  uU  the  eourtn  of  the  State,  and  also  the  meoi- 
Ikth  iif  the  Ixiard  i>f  county  police,  shall  in  virtue  of  their  offices  K 
('onscrvators  of  the  peace,  and  shall  bo  by  laW  vested  with  ample 
powcFK  in  this  respect 

2:i.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peaeo  and  constables 
dhall  be  chosen  in  each  county  by  the  qualified  electors  thereof  by 
districts,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  two  years.  The 
jurifldietion  of  justices  of  the  peaco  shall  be  limited  to  eaneea  in 
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or  causes  for  which  such  removal  shall  be  required^  shall  be  stated 
at  length  in  such  address,  and  on  the  journals  of  each  house.  The 
judge  so  intended  to  be  removed,  shall  be  notified  and  admitted  to 
a  hearing  in  his  own  defense  before  any  vote  for  such  address  shall 
pass ;  the  vote  on  such  address  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house. 

28.  Judges  of  probate,  clerks,  sheriffs,  and  other  county  officers, 
for  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  misdemeanor  in  office,  shall  be  liable 
to  presentment  or  indictment  by  a  grand*  jury,  and  trial  by  a  petit 
jury,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be  removed  from  office. 

ARTICLE  Y , —Executive  Departmeni, 

Sec.  1.  The  chief  executive  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Grovernor ;  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years  from  the  time 
of  his  installation. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
State.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor,  shall  be  sealed 
up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  Seo- 
T^t^ry  of  State,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Bepceaeni^tives,  at  the  next  ensuing  session  of  the  Legislature, 
durine  tlia;firBt  week  of  which  session  the  Speaker  shall  open  and 
pablish  them  in  the  presence  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 
The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Governor : 
but  if  two  or  more  shall  be  ecjual  and  highest  in  votes,  then  one  of 
them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of 
the  Legislature.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

3.  The  Governor  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  shall  have 
been  a  citisen  of  the  United  States  for  twenty  years,  shall  have  resi- 
ded in  this  State  at  least  five  years  next  preceding  the  day  of  his 
election,  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  holding  the  office  more  than 
four  years  in  any  term  of  six  years. 

4.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a  compensa- 
tion which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for 
vhioh  he  shall  be  elected. 

5.  He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  in  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  Unit^^d  States. 

6.  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in  the 
executive  department,  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices. 

7.  He  may,  in  cases  of  emergency,  convene  the  Legislature  at  the 
seat  of  government,  or  at  a  different  place,  if  that  shall  have  become, 
since  their  last  adjournment,  dangerous  from  an  enemy  or  from  dis- 
ease ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with  re- 
spect to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he 
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^liall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  day  of  the  next  stated  meeting 
of  the  Legislature. 

8.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Lcffislatare  information 
of  the  state  of  the  government,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
tion such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  and  expedient. 

9.  lie  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

10.  In  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason  and 
impeachment,  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons, 
iiud  remit  fines  :  and  in  cases  of  forfeiture  to  stay  the  collectioft  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  remit  forfeit- 
ures by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  In  cases  of 
I  reason  ho  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  but  mav  respite  the  sentence  until 
tlie  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 

11.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Mit^sissippi ;  be  sealed  with  the  great  seal,  and 
signed  by  the  Governor,  and  he  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

12.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
(governor,  and  used  by  him  ofiicially,  and  shall  be  called  the  great 
seal  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

13.  All  vacancies  not  provided  for  in  this  Constitution  shall  be 
tilled  in  such  manner  us  the  Legislature  m^y  prescribe. 

14.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  elec- 
tors of  the  State,  and  shall  continue  in  oflice  during  the  term  of 
two  years.  He  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the  official  acti<  and 
I»roceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same, 
and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  the 
Legislature,  and  shall  perform  .•«ucli  other  duties  as  may  be  required 
<»f  him  by  law. 

1 5.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature sliall  be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve,  ho  shall 
sign  it.  but  it*  not.  lie  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  house 
in  wliich  it  shall  have  originated,  which  shall  enter  the  objections  at 
large  upon  their  ji)urnal.s,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If  after 
such  reconsideration  two-thirds  of  the  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the 
bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  tlio  objections  to  the  other  house,  by  which 
it  shall  likewise  })e  recoubidered :  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that 
house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  liut  in  such  case  the  votes  of  both 
houses  shall  be  dotcrniincd  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
iMcmbers  voting  for  and  against  tho  bill  shall  beent^jred  on  the  jour- 
nal.** of  each  house  respei-tively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  Governor  within  six  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall 
have  been  presented  to  him.  the  same  shall  become  a  law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Legislature  by  their  ad- 
journment prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  become  a  law. 

16.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of 
both  houses  may  be  necessary,  except  resolutions  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  joint  action  of  both  houses,  and  on  questions  of  ad- 
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joornmeDt,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  before  it  shall 
take  effect  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved,  shall  be  re^- 
pasaed  by  both  houses  according  to  the  roles  and  limitations  pre* 
scribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

17.  Whenever  the  office  of  Governor  shall  become  vacant  by  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor  until  another  Governor 
shall  be  duly  qualified  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  remo- 
val from  office,  or  other  disqualification  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate  so  exercising  the  office  of  Governor,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  shall  exercise  the  office,  until  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall  have  been  chosen  ;  and  when  the  office  of 
Governor,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  shall 
become  vacant,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  person  acting  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  time  being,  shall  by  proclamation  convene 
the  Senate,  that  a  President  may  be  chosen  to  exercise  the  office  of 
Governor. 

18.  When  either  the  President  or  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  so  exercise  said  office,  he  shall  receive  the  com- 
pensation of  Governor  only,  and  his  duties  as  President  or  Speaker 
shall  be  suspended,  and  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  as 
the  case  may  be,  shall  fill  the  vacancy  until  his  duties  as  Governor 
shall  cease. 

19.  A  sheriff,  and  one  or  more  coroners,  a  Treasurer,  Surveyor, 
and  ranger  shall  be  elected  in  each  county  by  the  qualified  electors 
thereof,  who  shall  hold  their  office,  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  remov- 
ed ;  except  that  the  coroner  shall  hold  his  office  until  his  successor 
be  duly  qualified. 

20.  A  State  Treasurer  and  auditor  of  public  accounts  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State,  who  shall  hold  their 
offioee  for  the  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  removed. 

MUUia. 
Sec.  1,  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  organizing  and 
diniplining  the  mUithi  of  this  State,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  not  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
ibe  United  States  in  relation  thereto. 

2.  Commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  (staff-officers  and  the  offi* 
oen  of  volunteer  companies  excepted)  shall  be  elected  by  the  persons 
tiable  to  perform  military  duty,  and  the  qualified  electors  within  their 
respeotive  commands,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Grovernor. 

3.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
tiio  laws  of  the  State,  to  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion. 

ARTICLE  YL—ImpeachmaUs. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  impeaching. 

2.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  When  sitting 
lor  thftt  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation.     No 

22 


ARTICLE  Vn.~GeneraiI>rotinvm. 
Sec.  1.  Memben  of  the  Legielatare,  and  all  officers,  e 
and  judicial,  before  thev  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  n 
offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 


Constitatioa  of  the  United  Stales,  and  tho  Constitation 
of  HissiBsippi,  so  long  as  I  continae  a  citiien  thereof,  a 
hfulljdi    •  .■■■■'■ 


ofti 

will  faithfufl;  discharge  to  the  best  of  m;  abilities  the  daliei 
office  of ,  according  to  law.     So  help  mr  Go:l." 

2.  The  Lcgislatorc  shall  pass  such  laws  to  prevent  the  ei 
tioe  of  dnelling  as  thej  may  deem  necessary,  and  may  re 
officers,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  thctr  respcctiTe  ( 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  :  "  I  do  nolemDly  b 
affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  have  not  been  engaged  n 
bj  sending  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or  by 
a  duel  since  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oar  ] 
thonsaDd  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  nor  will  I  be  so 
during  my  continuance  in  office.     So  htlp  me  God." 

3.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  lev] 
agunst  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  ftid  i 
fort  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  I 
mony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  own  ot 
in  open  court  , 

4.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  an 

Elaoe  of  honor  or  profit  under  tbe  authority  of  this  State,  v 
e  oonvicted  of  having  given  or  offered  any  bribe  to  procnre 
tion.  Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclode  from  office  and  from 
those  who  shall  thereafter  be  convicted  of  bribery,  perjury  fc 
other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors.  The  privilege  of  trea 
shall  be  supported  by  laws  regulating  elections,  and  prohibi 
der  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  inflnenoe  therein  fit>m  do 
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for  the  support  of  an  army  bo  made  for  a  longer  term  than  one  year. 

8.  No  mont^y  from  the  treasurer  shall  be  appropriated  to  objects 
of  internal  improvement,  unless  a  bill  for  that  purpose  be  approved 
by  two  thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  a  regular 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public 
moneys  shall  be  published  annually. 

9.  No  law  shall  ever  be  passed  to  raise  a  loan  of  money  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State,  or  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  pay- 
ment or  redemption  of  any  loan  or  debt,  unless  such  law  be  propos- 
ed in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Kepresentatives,  and  be  agreed  to  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house,  and  entered  on  their  jour- 
nals with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and  be  referred  to  the 
next  succeeding  Legislature,  and  published  for  three  months  previous 
to  the  next  regular  election,  in  three  newspapers  of  the  State  ;  and 
unless  a  majority  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  so  elected,  after 
each  publication,  shall  agree  to,  and  pass  such  law ;  and  in  such  case 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of 
each  house :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  prevent  the  Legislature  from  negotiating  a  further  loan 
of  one  and  a  half  million  of  dollars,  and  Testing  the  same  in  stock 
reserved  to  the  State  by  the  charter  of  the  Planters*  Bank  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi. 

10.  The  Legislature  shall  direct,  by  law,  in  what  manner  and  in 
what  courts  suits  may  be  brought  against  the  State. 

1 1.  Absence  on  business  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  on  a  visit,  or  necessary  private  business,  shall  not  cause  a  for- 
feiture of  citizenship  or  residence  once  obtained. 

12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  regulate,  by  law, 
the  cases  in  which  deductions  shall  be  made  from  salaries  of  public 
officers  for  neglect  of  duty  in  their  official  capacity,  and  the  amount 
of  such  deduction. 

13.  No  member  of  Congress  nor  any  person  holding  any  office  of 
profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  (the  office  of  post-master  ex- 
cepted,) or  any  other  State,  of  the  Union,  or  under  anv  foreign  power, 
sliall  hold  or  exercise  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  unoer  this  State. 

14.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  good 
ffovernment,  the  preservation  of  liberty,  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind, schools,  and  the  means  of  education,  shall  forever  be  encour- 
aged in  this  State. 

15.  Divorces  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony  shall  not  be  granted, 
bat  in  cases  provided  for  by  law,  by  suit  in  chancery. 

16.  Returns  of  all  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  such  manner  as  mav  be  prescribed  by  law. 

17.  No  new  county  shall  be  established  by  the  Legislature,  which 
shall  reduce  the  county  or  counties,  or  cither  of  them,  from  which  it 
may  be  taken,  to  less  contents  than  five  hundred  and  seventy-six 
square  miles ;  nor  shall  any  new  county  be  laid  off  of  less  contents. 

18.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  admit  to  all  the  rights  and 
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priTilegee  of  free  whitfl  eitUens  of  this  Stat«,  all  such  person 
ChMtaw  and  Chickafiaw  tribes  of  ImlianH,  as  Bhuli  choose  to 
in  this  State,  upon  such  tcrma  oa  the  LegiRlnture  mjiy  from 
time  deem  proper. 

Slar-c. 

Sec.  1,  Tho  Legislature  shall  havo  no  power  to  pass  law( 
emancipation  of  slaves  without  the  eonaent  of  their  ownert 
where  the  slave  shall  have  rendered  to  the  State  some  distin 
service  ;  in  which  caee  the  owner  shall  bo  paid  a  full  eijuiv: 
the  slave  so  eniancipatod.  They  shall  have  no  power  t<i 
emigrants  to  tiiis  State  from  bringing  with  them  puch  pc 
are  deemed  slaves  hy  the  laws  of  anj  one  of  the  United  S 
long  as  an;  person  of  the  same  age  or  descriptioo  shall  be  co 
in  slavery  by  the  laws  of  this  State  ;  Provided,  that  sach  pi 
slave  be  the  bona  fide  property  of  such  emigrants ;  and  j 
also,  that  laws  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  the  introduction  i 
State  of  slaves  who  may  have  committed  high  crimes  in  otiiei 
They  shall  have  power  to  paaa  laws  to  permit  tho  owtiera  of  ( 
emancipate  them,  saving  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  prcTcnti 
from  becoming  a  public  charge.  They  shall  have  full  power  t 
the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity;  to  pro 
them  necessary  clothing  and  provisions ;  to  abstain  from  all 
to  them,  oitcniling  to  life  or  limb;  and  in  case  of  their  ne 
refusal  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  such  laws,  to  have  sui 
or  slaves  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  or  owners. 

■i  The  introduction  of  slaves  into  this  >Stat«  aa  merchan 
for  sale,  shall  be  prohibited  from  and  after  the  first  day  c 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three:  Provided,  that  the  actual 
<ir  settlers  shall  not  be  prohibited  from  pnrohnsiui'  slavci 
^^hitelnthisl'n'--    -■  ■-^- -^- -  ■■--      ■■'^■'-    -    "  -       - 


Tbib  State  wis  first  explored  by  the  French,  aod  nuud  Lmbiuu  In  bcaor 
cr  LonU  XIV.  In  1699  a  French  Mlllemeni  wm  b^na  U  Ibfaerrtlle,  by 
M.  IbbertilU.  Hk  eHbrts  were  Tollowed  ap  bj  M.  Crout,  a  nan  of  wealth, 
who  held  the  trade  of  the  countrj  for  sereral  yean.  AbonI  the  year  1717,  he 
iran^erred  all  his  interest  Id  the  province  to  a  chartered  companT,  al  the  Mad 
lit' which  was  the' celebrated  John  Law,  whose  Bpecalatknm  firrolredtbe  rain 
'ii  one  hair  of  the  French  nobility.  In  1731,  the  cranpany  lesiflted  Ul  their 
righvt  10  the  crown,  by  whom  the  whole  of  Loniiiana  waa  ceded  to  fi^aln  In 
1763.  In  1800,  Spain  recoDfeyed  It  to  the  EYench,  fhm  whom  ll^raa jnir- 
chawd  by  the  United  States,  In  1S03,  Tor (15,000,000.  Loataiana  beeaiie  a  Stale 
in  1813,  and  adopted  a  Constitntion.    The  preMnt  one  waa  adopted  1>  ISO. 


CONSTITUTION. 


We,  the  people  of  the  8t*te  of  Looieuiu  do  ordain  end  eaUbUidi 
titis  CoDBlitutioii : 


—DulnbiUia»  if  Pmaert. 


Lrt.  1.  The  powen  of  the  goventmeot  of  the  State  of  Loniriaiw 
Q  be  dtrided  into  three  distioot  departmeiita,  and  eaoh  of  them 
jonfidetl  to  ft  separate  bodj  of  magietraeT',  to  wit:   thofc  vhieh 
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trel^slfttiyetoone^,  ihcMe  which  are  exeoaldTe  to  anodiOT;  and 
those  which  are  jndimal  to  another. 

2.  No  one  of  these  departaente,  nor  any  person  holding  offioe  b 
one  of  ihem,  shall  exercise  power  properly  helonging  to  either  of 
the  others,  except  in  the  instances  hereinafter  expresuy  direoted  or 
permitted. 

TITLE  11.— LegidaHve  D^paHmenL 

Art.  3.  The  legislative  powers  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  two 
distinct  branches,  the  one  to  be  styled  the  "  House  of  Representa- 
tives," the  other  <'  The  Senate,"  and  both  ^  The  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Lonisiana." 

4.  The  members  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  shall  continue 
in  service  for  the  term  ci  two  yean,  fnm  the  day  of  the  closing  of 
the  general  eleotiona 

5.  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember, every  two  years ;  and  the  election  shall  be  completed  in 
one  day.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  every  second  year,  on 
the  third  Monday  in  January  next  ensuing  the  election,  unless  a 
different  day  be  appointed  by  law,  and  their  session  shall  be  held  at 
the  seat  of  government 

6.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative,  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  is  not  a  free  white  male,  and  has  not  been  for  three  years 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  not  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  the  State  for  the  three  years  next 
preceoing  the  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  in  the  parish  for 
which  he  may  be  chosen. 

7.  Elections  for  representatives  for  the  several  parishes,  or  repre- 
sentative districts,  shall  be  held  at  the  several  election  precincts 
established  by  law.  The  Legislature  may  delegate  the  power  of 
establishing  election  precincts  to  the  parochial  or  municipal  au- 
thorities. 

8.  Representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  equal 
and  unirorm,  and  shall  be  regulated  and  ascertained  by  the  number 
of  qualified  electors.  Each  parish  shall  have  at  least  one  represent- 
ative ;  no  new  parish  shall  be  created  with  a  territory  less  than  mx 
hundred  and  twenty-five  square  miles,  nor  with  a  number  of  electors 
less  than  the  full  number  entitling  it  to  a  representative,  nor  when 
the  creation  of  such  new  parish  would  leave  any  other  parish  with- 
out the  said  extent  of  territory  and  number  of  electors.  The  first 
enumeration  to  be  made  by  the  State  authorities  under  this  Consti- 
tution, shall  be  in  1847,  the  second  in  1855,  and  the  subsequent 
enumerations  shall  be  made  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  in  soch 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

At  the  first  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  after  the  making  of 
each  enumeration,  the  Legislature  shall  apportion  the  representation 
amongst  the  several  parishes  and  election  districts,  on  the  basia  of 
qualified  electors  as  aforesaid.     A  reoresentative  number  shall  ba 
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fixed,  and  each  parish  and  election  district  shall  have  as  many  rep- 
resentatives as  the  aggregate  number  of  its  electors  will  entitle  it 
to,  and  an  additional  representative  for  any  fraction  exceeding  one- 
hiilf  the  representative  number.  The  number  of  representativeB 
shall  not  be  more  than  Qne  hundred,  nor  less  than  seventy. 

9.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  its  Speaker  and 
other  officers.  • 

.10.  In  all  elections  by  the.  people,  every  free  white  male,  who  has 
been  two  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  has  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  the  State  two  consecutiye 
years  next  preceding  the  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  in  the 
parish  in  which  he  offers  to  vote,  shall  have  the  right  of  voting :  pro- 
vided, that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting,  who, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  was  entitled  to  that 
right  under  the  Constitution  of  1812.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases, 
except  treason,  felony,  breach  of  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
^om  arrest  during  their  attendance  at,  going  to,  or  returning  from 
elections. 

1 1 .  Absence  from  the  State  for  more  than  ninety  consecutive 
days,  shall  interrupt  the  acquisition  of  the  residence  required  in  the 
preceding  section,  unless  the  person  absenting  himself  shall  be  a 
house-keeper,  or  shall  occupy  a  tenement  for  carrying  on  busineea. 
and  his  dwelling-house  or  tenements  for  carrying  on  business  shall 
be  actually  occupied  during  his  absence,  by  his  family,  or  servanta, 
or  some  portion  thereof,  or  by  some  one  employed  by  him. 

12.  No  soldier,  seaman  or  marine  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States,  no  pauper,  no  person  under  interdiction,  nor  under 
conviction  of  any  crime  punishable  with  hard  labor,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State. 

13.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  held  in 
this  State,  except  in  the  parish  of  his  residence  and  in  cities  and 
towns  divided  into  election  precincts,  in  the  election  precinct  in 
which  he  resides. 

14.  The  members  of  the  Senate  shall  be  chosen  for  the  term  of 
four  years.  The  Senate,  when  assembled,  shall  have  the  power  to 
choose  its  officers  every  two  years. 

15.  The  Legislature,  in  every  year  in  which  they  shall  apportion 
representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  divide  the 
State  into  senatorial  districts.  No  parish  shall  be  divided  in  the 
formation  of  a  senatorial  district,  except  Orleans.  The  number  of 
senators  shall  be  thirty- two,  and  they  shall  be  apportioned  amonff 
the  senatorial  districts  according  to  the  total  population  contained 
in  the  several  districts :  provided,  that  no  parish  shall  be  entitled  to 
more  than  one-eighth  of  the  whole  number  of  senators. 

16.  In  all  apportionments  of  the  Senate,  the  population  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  shall  be  deducted  from  the  population  of  the  whole 
State,  and  the  remainder  of  the  population  divided  by  the  number 
twenty-eight,  and  the  result  produced  by  this  division  shall  be  the 
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itnatorial  ratio  entitling  a  Benatorial  diBtriot  to  a  senator.  Sinf^ 
or  oontigious  parishes  sh^l  be  formed  into  distriots  having  a  popu- 
lation the  nearest  possible  to  the  number  entitling  a  distriot  to  a 
senator :  and  if  in  the  apportionment  to  be  made,  a  parish  or  dis- 
trict fall  short  of  or  exceed  the  ratio  one-fifth,  then  a  distriot  maj 
be  formed  having  not  more  than  two  sena1j>rs,  but  not  othenrise. 

17.  At  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  after  this  Gon- 
stitntion  takes  effect,  the  senators  shall  be  equally  divided,  by  lot 
iitto  two  classes ;  the  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  olaas  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  seoond  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year ;  so  that  one  half  shall  be  ohosen 
every  two  years,  and  a  rotation  thereby  kept  up  perpetually.  In 
ease  any  district  shall  have  elected  two  or  more  senators,  said  sena- 
tors shall  vacate  their  scats  respectively  at  the  end  of  two  and  four 
years,  and  lots  shall  be  drawn  between  them. 

18.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
has  not  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ten  years  and  who  has 
not  attained  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  and  resided  in  the  State 
four  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  iu 
the  custrict  in  wnich  he  may  be  ohosen. 

'  19.  The  first  election  for  senators  shall  be  general  throughout  the 
State,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  general  election  for  represent- 
atives is  held :  and  thereafter  there  shall  be  biennial  elections  to  fill 
the  place  of  tnose  whose  time  of  service  may  have  expired. 

20.  Not  less  than  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  shall  form  a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day  and  shall  be  authorised  by  law 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members. 

21.  Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  judge  of  the  qual- 
ification, election  and  returns  of  its  members  ;  but  a  contested  elec- 
tion, shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law. 

22.  Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  may  determine  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings,  punish  a  member  for  disorderly  behavior,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second 
time  for  the  same  offence. 

23.  Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  keep  and  publish 
a  weekly  journal  of  its  proceedings ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the 
members  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  of  them, 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

24.  Each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment  any  person  not  a 
member  for  disorderly  behavior,  such  imprisonment  not  to  exoeed 
ten  days  for  any  one  offence. 

25.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  the  General  tAssembly. 
diall  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  place  than  that  in  which  they  may  be  sitting. 

26.  The  memMrs  of  the  General  Assembly  shaU  receive  from  the 
public  treasury  a  compensation  for  their  services  which  shall  be  four 
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dollars  per  day  daring  their  attendance,  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  session  of  their  respective  houses.  The  compensation  may  be 
increased  or  diminished  by  law ;  but  no  alteration  shall  take  effect 
during  the  period  of  service  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives by  whom  such  alteration  shall  be  made.  No  session 
shall  extend  to  a  period  beyond  sixty  days,  to  date  from  its  com- 
mencement. This  provision  shall  not  apply  to  the  first  Legislature 
which  is  to  convene  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

27.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall,  in  all  cases,  ex- 
cept treason,  felony,  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from 
arrest  daring  their  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  their  respective 
houses,  and  going  to  or  returning  from  the  same,  and  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

28.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  term  for  which 
lie  was  elected,  nor  for  one  year  thereafter,  be  appointed  or  elected 
to  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this  State,  which  shall  have  been 
created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased  during 
the  time  such  senator  or  representative  was  in  office,  except  to  sucu 
offices  or  appointments  as  may  be  filled  by  the  election  of  the 
people. 

29.  No  person,  while  he  continues  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a 
clergyman,  priest,  or  teacher  of  any  religious  persuasion,  society  or 
sect,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly. 

30.  No  person  who  at  any  time  may  have  been  a  collector  of  taxes, 
or  who  may  have  been  otherwise  entrusted  with  public  money,  shall 
be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust 
under  the  State  government,  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a  discharge 
for  the  amount  of  such  collection,  and  for  all  public  moneys  with 
which  he  may  have  been  entrusted. 

3 1  No  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a  law  until,  on  three  several 
days,  it  be  read  over  in  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
free  discussion  allowed  thereon ;  unless  in  case  of  urgency,  four-fifths 
of  the  house  where  the  bill  shall  be  pending,  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  dispense  with  this  rule. 

32.  All  bills  for  raisin^g  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  «of 
Representatives,  but  the  Senate  may  propose  amendments  as  in  other 
billB ;  provided  they  shall  not  introduce  any  new  matter  under  color 
of  an  amendment,  which  does  not  relate  to  raising  revenue. 

33.  Tho  General  Assembly  shall  regulate  by  law  bv  whom,  and  in 
what  manner  writs  of  election  shall  be  issued  to  fill  the  vacancies 
which  may  happen  in  either  branch  thereof 

34.  A  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  Senate  shall  Hbe 
required  for  tho  confirmation  or  rejection  of  officers,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and 
the  Senate  in  deciding  thereon  shall  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
names  of  the  senators  voting  for  and  against  the  appointments,  res- 
pectively, shall  be  entered  on  a  journal  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  made  pnblio  at  the  end  of  each  session,  or  before. 
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35.  Returns  of  all  elections  for  members  of  tho  Gknenl  Asaem- 
bly  shall  be  made  to  tho  Secretary  of  State. 

3G.  A  Treasurer  of  the  State  shall  be  elected  biennially  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  Goyemor 
shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  happen  in  that  ofice 
during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature. 

37.  In  the  year  in  which  a  regular  election  for  a  senator  of  the 
United  States  is  to  take  place,  the  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  meet  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatiyea,  on  the 
Monday  following  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  and  proceed  to 
said  election. 

TITLE  111.— ExeciUive  Department. 

Akt.  38.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  in  a  chief  magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisania.  He  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of 
four  years  ;  and  together  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  chosen  for 
the  same  term,  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  at  the 
time  and  place  of  voting  for  representatives  ;  and  the  returns 
shall  be  made  to  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  next  to  be  holden.  The  persons 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected.  But 
if  two  or  more  persons  shall  be  equal  in  the  highest  number  of  votes 
polled,  one  of  them  shall  immediately  be  chosen  Governor,  by  the 
joint  vote  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  Lieu 
tenant-Governor  is  chosen  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Governor. 

39.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor  or  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years,  been  fifteen  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resi- 
dent within  the  State  for  the  same  space  of  time  next  preceding  hb 
election. 

40.  The  Governor  shall  enter  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on 
the  fourth  Monday  of  January  next  ensuing  his  election. 

41.  The  Governor  shall  be  ineligible  for  the  succeeding  four 
years  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected. 

42.  No  member  of  Congress  or  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States,  or  minister  of  any  religious  society,  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor. 

43.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  refusal  or  inability  to  qualify,  resignation,  or  ab- 
sence from  the  State,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office  shall 
devolve  upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  for  the  residue  of  the  term, 
or  until  the  Governor  absent  or  impeached  shall  return  or  be  ac- 
quitted. The  Legislature  may  provide  by  law  for  the  case  of  re- 
moval, impeachment,  death,  resignation,  disability,  or  refusal  to  quali- 
fy, of  both  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  declaring  what 
officer  shall  act  as  Governor ;  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly, 
until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  for  the  residue  of  the  term. 
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44.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  other  officer  discharging  the  du- 
ties of  Governor,  shall,  during  his  administration,  receive  the  same 
compensation  to  which  the  Governor  would  have  been  entitled,  had 
he  continued  in  office. 

45.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be 
President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  only  a  casting  vote  therein. 
Whenever  he  shall  administer  the  government,  or  shall  be  unable  to 
attend  as  President  of  the  Senate,  the  senators  shall  elect  one  of  their 
own  members  as  President  of  the  Senate  for  the  time  being. 

46.  While  he  acts  as  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  shall  receive  for  his  services  the  same  compensation  which 
shall  for  the  same  period  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  no  more. 

47.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  all  of- 
fences against  the  State,  and  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  have  power  to  grant  pardons  and  re- 
mit fines  and  forfeitures,  after  conviction.  In  cases  of  treason,  he 
may  grant  reprieves,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  in  which  the  power  of  pardoning  shall  be  vcsteJ. 

48.  The  Governor  shall  at  stated  times  receive  for  his  services  a 
compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

49.  Ho  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia  thereof,  except  when  they  shall  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

50.  He  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are  established  by  this 
Constitution,  and  whose  appointment  is  not  therein  otherwise  pro- 
vided for :  provided^  however,  that  the  Legislature  shall  have  a  right 
to  prescribe  the  mode  of  appointment  to  all  other  offices  established 
by  law. 

51.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
pen during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session,  unless  otherwise  provid- 
ed for  in  this  Constitution ;  but  no  person  who  has  been  nominated 
for  office,  and  rejected  by  the  Senate,  shall  be  appointed  to  the  same 
office  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

52.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from  the  officers  in  the 
executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices. 

53.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General  Assembly  in- 
formation respecting  the  situation  of  the  State,  and  recommend  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

54.  He  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  at  a  different  place  if  that 
shoula  have  become  dangerous  from  an  enemy  or  from  epidemic ; 
4Uid  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  as  to  the  time 


shall  be  sent,  v'nh  the  objcctiona  to  the  other  house,  by  i 
shall  likeirisc  bo  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  hy  two-tlurc 
the  tnemhcra  cleeted  to  that  hoQHe,  it  eubII  be  a  law ;  bat 
oases  the  vote  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  m 
and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for  and  ogainGt  the  bi 
be  entered  on  the  journal  of  eaeli  house  respeotiToIy.  If 
shall  not  bo  returned  by  the  Governor  within  ten  day.«  (Snn 
oeptcd]  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him.  it  shall  1 
in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it.  unless  the  General  A 
by  adjournment,  prevent  its  return ;  m  which  case  It  shall  1 
unless  sent  back  within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting 
i)7.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur 
both  houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  u  question  of  adjoi 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  and  before  it  shall  tal 
bo  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved,  shall  be  re-passei 
thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  liouse  of  the  Qencrji"' 
biy. 

58.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State,  who  sball  hold 
during  the  time  for  which  the  Governor  shall  have  been 
The  records  of  the  State  sliall  be  kept  and  preserved  in 
of  the  Secretary ;  he  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  the  offi- 
and  proceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  when  necessary,  sba 
them.  He  shall,  when  reqoired,  lay  the  said  register,  and  si 
minutes,  and  vouchers  relative  to  his  office,  before  eitber 
the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  perform  such  other  dutici 
be  enjoined  on  him  by  law. 

59.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  ■ 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  shall  be  sealed  with  the  S' 
and  signed  by  the  Governor. 

60.  The  fVee  white  men  of  the  State  shall  be  armed  and  di 
for  its  defense  ;  but  those  who  belong  to  religions  societL 
tenets  forbid  them  to  oarrr  arms,  shall  not  bn  r>nn>t>~il~4 
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03.  The  Supreme  Court,  except  in  cases  hereinafter  provided, 
Hhall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  jurisdiction  shall  extend 
to  all  cases  when  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  three  hnndred 
dollars,  and  to  all  cases  in  which  the  constitutionality  or  legality 
of  any  tax,  toll,  or  impost  of  any  kind  or  nature  soever,  shall  be  in 
contestation,  whatever  may  be  the  amount  thereof ;  and  likewise  to 
all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties  imposed  by  municipal  corpora- 
tions, and  in  criminal  oases  on  questions  of  law  alone,  whenever  the 
punishment  of  death  or  hard  laoor  may  be  inflicted,  or  when  a  fine 
exceeding  throe  hundred  dollars  is  actually  imposed. 

64.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  be  composed  of  one  Chief  Justice, 
and  of  three  associate-justices,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  constitute 
a  quorum.  The  Chief- Justice  shall  receive  a  salary  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  and  each  of  the  associate-judges  a  salary  of  five  thousand 
live  hundred  dollars  annually.  The  Court  sh^l  appoint  its  own 
clerks.     The  judges  shall  be  appointed  for  the  term  of  eight  years. 

65.  When  the  first  appointments  are  made  under  this  Constitution, 
the  Chief- Justice  shall  be  appointed  for  eight  years,  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate-judges for  six  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  two  years ; 
and  in  the  event  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any  of  said 
judges  before  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  he  was  appoint- 
ed, his  successor  shall  be  appointed  only  for  the  remainder  of  his 
t«rm ;'  so  that  the  term  of  service  of  no  two  of  said  judges  shall  ex- 
pire at  the  same  time. 

66.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  hold  its  sessions  in  New  Orleans 
from  the  first  Monday  of  the  month  of  November  to  the  end  of  the 
month  of  June,  inclusive.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  fix 
the  sessions  elsewhere  during  the  rest  of  the  year ;  until  otherwise 
)>rovided,  the  sessions  shall  be  held  as  heretofore. 

67.  The  Supreme  Court,  and  each  of  the  judges  thereof,  shall 
have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus^  at  the  instance  of  all 
persons  in  actual  custody  under  process,  in  all  cases  in  which  they 
may  have  appellate  jurisdiction. 

68.  In  all  cases  in  which  the  judges  shall  be  equally  divided  in 
opinion,  the  judgment  appealed  from  shall  stand  affirmed ;  in  which 
ca0e  each  of  the  judges  shall  give  his  separate  opinions  in  writ- 
ing. 

69.  All  judges,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  shall  be  conservators  of 
the  peace  throughout  the  State.  The  style  of  all  processes  shall  be, 
'*  The  State  of  Louisiana.'^  All  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authoritv  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  con- 
elade,  gainst  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

70.  The  judges  of  all  the  courts  within  this  State  shall,  as  often 
aa  it  may  be  possible  so  to  do,  in  every  definite  judgment,  refer  to 
the  particular  law  in  virtue  of  which  such  jud^ent  mav  be  ren- 
dered, and  in  all  cases  adduce  the  reasons  on  which  their  judgment 
k  founded. 

71.  No  court  or  judge  shall  make  any  allowanoe  by  way  of  fee  or 


73.  The  judges  of  all  courts  shall  be  liable  to  impesohmBi 
for  any  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  snfficiflnt  gto 
impeachment,  the  Governor  shall  remove  any  of  them  on  ue 
of  tbree-fourtba  of  the  members  present  of  each  houfle  of  A 
ral  Assembly.  In  every  such  ease  the  cause  or  caoses  for  wl 
removal  mav  be  required,  shall  be  stated  at  length  in  th^ 
nnd  inserted  in  the  journal  of  ea^h  house. 

74.  There  shall  be  an  Attottwy-Oeneral  for  the   StatM 
many  district-attorneys  as  may  be  hereafter  found  neoeaaar^ 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years ;  their  duties  shall 
mined  liy  law. 

75.  Tne  first  Legislature  assamblcd  under  this  ConstitnM 
divide  the  State  into  judicial  districts,  which  shall  Temun  xtM 
for  BIS  years,  and  be  snbject  to  re-organization  every  si_ 
thereafter. 

The  namber  of  districts  shall  not  be  less  than  twelre,  i' 
than  twenty. 

For  each  district  one  judge,  learned  in  the  taw,  efaKll  be  ag 
except  in  the  dietricts  in  which  the  cities  of  New  Orleans 
fayette  are  situated,  in  which  the  Legislature  may  establish 
district  courts  as  the  public  interest  may  requiare. 

76.  Each  of  the  said  judges  shall  receive  a  salary  to  be  I 
law,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  his  ' 
office,  and  shall  never  be  less  than  two  thousand  five  hnnd: 
lars  annually.  He  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
age  of  thirty  years,  aad  have  resided  in  the  State  for  six  yec 
preceding  his  appointment,  and  have  practised  law  therein, 
space  of  five  years. 

77.  The  judges  of  the  district  courts  shall  hold  their  ofi 
the  term  of  six  years.  The  judges  first  appointed  shall  be 
by  lot  into  three  classes,  as  nearW  equal  as  can.be,  and  the 
office  of  the  judges  of  the  first  class  shall  expire  at  the  end 
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and  in  all  cases  the  powers  thns  granted  shall  be  specified  and  de- 
termined. 

80.  The  clerks  of  the  several  conrU  shall  be  removable  for  breach 
of  good  behavior  by  the  judges  thereof ;  subject  in  all  oases  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

81.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  never  exceed, 
in  civil  cases,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  interest, 
subject  to  appeal  to  the  District  Court  in  such  cases  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  by  law.  They  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of 
each  parish  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  shall  have  such  criminal 
jurisdiction  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

82.  Clerks  of  the  district  courts  in  this  State  shall  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  electors  in  each  parish,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and 
should  a  vacancy  occur  subsequent  to  an  election,  it  shall  be  filled 
bj  the  judge  of  the  court  in  whioh  such  vacancy  exists,  and  the 
person  so  appointed  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  next  general 
election. 

83.  A  sheriff  and  a  coroner  shall  be  elected  in  each  parish,  by 
the  qualified  voters  thereof,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term 
of  two  years,  unless  sooner  removed. 

Should  a  vacancy  occur  in  cither  of  these  offices  subsequent  to  an 
election,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor ;  and  the  person  so  ap- 
pointed shall  continue  in  office  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected 
and  qualified. 

TITLE  y.— Impeachment. 

Aet.  84.  The  power  of  impeachment  shall  be  vested  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives. 

85.  Impeachments  of  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Attor- 
ney-General, Secretary  of  State,  State  Treasurer,  and  of  the  judges 
of  the  district  courts,  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate :  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  senior  judge  thereof,  shall  preside 
during  the  trial  of  such  impeachment.  Impeachments  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  When  sitting 
as  a  court  of  impeachment,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affir- 
mation, and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  senators  present. 

86.  Judgments  in  cases  of  impeachments  shall  extend  only  to  re- 
moval from  office  and  disqualification  from  holding  any  office  of 
honor  trust  or  profit  under  this  State ;  but  the  parties  convicted 
shall,  nevertheless,  be  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punishment 
according  to  law. 

87.  All  officers  against  whom  articles  of  impeachment  may  be 
preferred,  shall  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  their  functions 
during  the  pcndcuey  of  such  impeachment;  the  appointing  power 
may  make  a  provisional  appointment  to  replace  any  suspended 
officer  until  the  decision  on  the  impeachment. 

88.  The  Legblature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  trial,  punish- 
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ment,  and  removal  from  office  of  all  other  offioers  of  the  State,  hj 
indictment  or  otherwise. 

TITLE  YL— General  Fravmons, 

Art.  89.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  offioen,  be- 
fore they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  the  follow- 
ing oath  or  affirmation :  ^^  I  ( A.  B.)  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I 
will  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  ana  perform  all  the  dntiee 

incumbent  on  me  as ,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilitiea  and 

understanding,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  this  State ;  and  I  do  further  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm) 
that,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  I,  being  a  citi- 
zen of  this  State,  have  not  fought  a  diiel  with  deadly  weapons  within 
this  State,  nor  out  of  it,  with  a  citizen  of  this  State,  nor  haye  I  sent 
or  accepted  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons  with  a 
citizen  of  this  State,  nor  have  I  acted  as  second  in  carrying  a  chal- 
lenge, or  aided,  advised,  or  assisted  any  person  thus  offending:  so 
help  me  God." 

90.  Treason  against  this  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort. No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testi- 
mony of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  own  confession 
in  open  court. 

91.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  in  this  State,  who  shall  have  been  convicted  of  having 
.icivcn  or  offered  a  bribe  to  procure  his  election  or  appointment. 

0*2.  Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclude  from  office,  and  from  the  right 
of  suffrage,  those  who  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  bribery,  per- 
jury, forgery,  or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors.  The  privilege 
of  free  suffrage  shall  be  supported  by  laws  regulating  elections,  and 
prohibiting,  under  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  innuence  thereon, 
from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practice. 

93.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  pursuance 
of  specific  appropriations  made  by  law,  nor  shall  any  appropriation 
of  money  be  made  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years.  A  regular 
statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  puUie 
moneys  shall  be  published  anmially,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
.-^cribed  by  law. 

94.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  pass  such 
laws  as  may  be  proper  and  necessary  to  decide  differences  by  arbi- 
tration. 

95.  All  civil  officers  for  the  State  at  large  shall  reside  within  the 
State,  and  all  district  or  parish  officers  within  their  districts  or 
parishes,  and  shall  keep  their  offices  at  such  places  therein  as  may 
he  required  by  law ;  and  no  person  shall  be  efected  or  appointed  to 
any  parish  office  who  shall  not  h&ve  resided  in  ^uch  parish  long 
enough  before  such  election  or  appointment  to  have  acquired  the 
right  of  voting  in  such  parish ;  and  no  person  shall  be  elected  or 
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appointed  to  any  district  office,  who  shall  not  have  resided  in  suoh 
district,  or  an  adjoining  district,  long  enough  before  such  appoint- 
ment or  election,  to  have  acquired  the  right  of  voting  for  the  same. 

96.  The  duration  of  all  offices  not  fixed  by  this  Constitution  shall 
never  exceed  four  years. 

97.  All  civil  officers,  except  the  Governor  and  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme and  district  courts,  shall  be  removable  by  an  address  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  both  houses,  except  those  the  removal 
of  whom  has  been  otherwise  provided  for  by  this  Constitution. 

98.  Absence  on  the  business  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States, 
shall  not  forfeit  a  residence  once  obtained,  so  as  to  deprive  any  one 
of  the  right  of  suffirage,  or  of  being  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
office  under  the  exceptions  contained  in  this  Constitution. 

99.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  by  law  lor 
deductions  from  the  salaries  of  public  officers  who  may  be  guilty  of 
a  neglect  of  duty. 

100.  The  Legislature  shall  point  out  the  manner  in  which  a  per- 
son coming  into  the  State  shall  declare  his  residence. 

101.  In  all  elections  by  the  people  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot, 
and  in  all  elections  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
jointly  or  separately,  the  vote  shall  be  given  viva  voce. 

102.  No  member  of  Congress,  nor  person  holding  or  exercising 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  either  oi 
them,  or  under  any  foreign  power,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
the  General  Assembly,  or  hold  or  exercise  any  office  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  State. 

103.  The  laws,  public  records,  and  the  judicial  and  legislative 
written  proceedings  of  the  State  shall  be  promulgated,  preserved 
and  conduoted  in  the  language  in  which  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  written. 

104.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  be  conversant  with  the  French  and  Englbh 
languages,  and  members  may  address  either  house  in  the  French  or 
English  language. 

105.  The  X>eneral  Assembly  shall  direct  by  law  how  persons  who 
are  now,  or  may  hereafter  become  sureties  for  public  officers,  may  be 
discharged  from  suoh  suretyship. 

106.  No  power  of  suspending  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be  ex- 
eroised,  unless  by  the  Legislature  or  by  its  authority. 

107.  Prosecutions  shall  be  by  indictment,  or  information.  The 
accused  shall  have  a  speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of 
the  vicinage :  he  shall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  againat 
bimself :  he  shall  have  the  right  of  being  heard  by  himself  or  coun- 
sel :  he  shall  have  the  right,  unless  he  shall  have  fled  from  jusUoa^ 
of  meeting  the  witnessss  face  to  face,  and  shall  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  hil  favor.  « 

108.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  unless 
for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  presumption  great; 
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and  the  priTilege  of  the  writ  of  habeu  oorpns  shall  not  be  Biupend- 
«d,  anlen  when  in  oaso  of  rebellion  or  iDTRSion,  the  public  safetj 
Duty  require  it. 

109.  So  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  Iftff  impMring  the  obligation 
of  oontracts,  shall  be  pasHcd,  nor  veated  rights  be  divested,  uolem 
tat  pnrpoBes  of  public  utility,  and  for  adequate  compensation  pre- 
rioneljr  made. 

110.  The  press  shall  be  free.  Every  citiien  maj  freely  speak, 
mite,  and  puolish  his  Heotimenlfl  on  all  anbjecta,  being  respoDublc 
fi>r  an  abuse  of  this  liberty. 

111.  Emigration  from  the  State  shall  not  be  prohibited- 

112.  The  Qeneral  Assembly,  which  shall  meet  after  the  fini 
election  of  representatives  nnder  this  Conatitution.  shall,  irithin  the 
first  month  after  the  commencement  of  the  session,  desixnate  lai 
fix  the  seat  of  government  at  aome  place  not  less  than  sixty  milu 
firom  the  city  of  New  Orleana,  by  the  nearest  traveling  ronte,  aad 
if  on  the  Miaaisaippi  rircr,  by  the  meanders  of  the  same ;  and  wIkp 
■0  fixed,  it  shall  not  he  removed  without  the  consent  of  fonr-SDiia 
ci  the  members  of  both  hoaaes  of  the  General  Assenably.  The  sae 
nons  shall  be  held  in  New  Orleans  until  the  end  of  the  year  ISiS. 

113.  The  Legislature  shall  not  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  fiir 
the  payment  of  any  bonds,  hills,  or  other  contracta  or  obligatiwu 
for  the  benefit  or  use  of  any  person  or  persons,  corporation,  or  body 
politic  whatever.  But  the  State  shall  liave  the  right  to  ianu  dct- 
DondB  in  payment  of  its  outstanding  obligations  or  liaUlitiea,  wbethSE- 
due  or  not :  the  said  new  bonds,  however,  are  aot  to  be  issoed  tot  m. 
larger  amount,  or  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  than  the  original  oblip  — 
tions  they  are  intended  to  replace. 

114.  The  aggregate  amount  of  debts  hereafter  oontraetad  I7  th9 
Legislature,  shall  never  escwd  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thoottn* 
dollars,  s 
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bat  in  such  case,  the  act  rcyiaed,  or  section  amended,  sliall  bo  re- 
enacted  and  published  at  length. 

120.  The  Legislature  shall  never  adopt  any  system  or  code  of 
laws  by  general  reference  to  such  system  or  code  of  laws,  but  in  all 
(lases  shall  specify  the  several  provisions  of  the  laws  it  may  enact. 

121.  The  State  shall  not  become  subscriber  to  the  stock  of  any 
corporation  or  joint  stock  company. 

122.  No  corporate  body  shall  be  hereafter  created,  renewed,  or  ex- 
tended, with  banking  or  discounting  privileges. 

123.  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  m  this  State  by  special 
laws,  except  for  political  or  municipal  purposes,  but  the  LegisUturc 
shall  provide,  by  general  laws,  for  the  organization  of  all  other  cor- 
porations, except  corporations  with  banking  or  discounting  privileges, 
the  creation  of  which  is  prohibited. 

124.  From  and  after  the  month  of  January,  1890,  the  Legislature 
shall  have  the  power  to  revoke  the  charters  of  all  corporations  whose 
charters  shall  not  have  expired  previous  to  that  time,  and  no  cor- 
porations hereafter  to  be  created  shall  ever  endure  for  a  longer  term 
than  twenty-five  years,  except  those  which  are  political  or  municipal. 

125.  The  General  Assembly  shall  never  grant  any  exclusive  privi- 
lege or  monopoly  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty  years. 

126.  No  person  shall  hold  or  exercise,  at  the-  same  time,  more 
than  one  civil  office  of  emolument,  except  that  of  justice  of  the 
peace. 

127.  Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the  State. 
After  the  year  1848,  all  property  on  which  taxes  may  be  levied  in 
this  State,  shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  its  value,  to  be  ascertained 
as  directed  by  law.  No  one  species  of  property  shall  be  taxed  higer 
than  another  species  of  property  of  equal  value,  on  which  taxes  s£dl 
be  levied ;  the  Legislature  shaU  have  power  to  levy  an  income  tax, 
and  to  tax  all  persons  pursuing  any  occupation,  trade  or  profes- 
sion. 

128.  The  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  shall  have  the  right 
of  appointing  the  several  public  officers  necessary  for  the  adminis- 
tntion  of  the  police  of  the  said  city,  pursuant  to  the  mode  of  elec- 
tions which  shall  be  prescribed  b^  the  Legislature ;  provided,  that 
tbe  mayor  and  recorders  shall  be  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the  General 
Assembly ;  and  the  mayor,  recorders,  and  aldermen  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  Legis- 
lature may  vest  in  them  such  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  punishment  of  minor  crimes  and  offences,  and  as  the 
police  and  good  order  of  said  city  may  require. 

129.  The  Legislature  may  provide  by  law  in  what  cases  officers 
shall  continue  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices  until  their  suo- 
oessors  shall  have  been  inducted  into  office. 

130.  Any  citizen  of  this  State  who  shall,  after  the  adoption  of  this 
OonBtitution,  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  with  a  citizen  of  this 
Siate,  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly 
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„^,.-i,  utiier  within  ttuB  State  or  oat  of  it,  with  a  citiken  of  thu 
Stote,  or  who  shall  act  as  Becond,  or  knowingly  aid  or  assist  in  any 
iH^ner,  those  thns  offending,  shall  be  deprived  of  holding  any  of- 
flge  of  profit,  and  of  enjoying  the  right  of  sofirege  ander  this  Con- 
■tltntioD. 

131.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  extend  this  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  over  any  territorj  aoqoired 
ligr  compact  with  any  state,  or  with  the  United  States,  the  san>p 
^ing  done  hy  the  consent  of  the  United  States.  .^ 

132.  The  CoQBtitntion  and  laws  of  this  State  ahallbs  promnlgat- 
fd  in  the  English  and  Frenoh  langoages. 

TITLE   Yll—PttblU  Edveation. 

Amt.  1S3.  There  ihall  be  at^inted  a  saperintendent  of  pnblio 
ednoation,  who  shall  hold  hie  office  for  two  years.  His  dnties  diall 
bo  presorihed  by  law.  He  shall  receire  such  oompenwttion  aa  the 
Legislature  may  direct 

134.  The  L^slatore  shall  eetabliBh  free  irabUo  sohoola  thtongli' 
ont  the  State,  and  shall  provide  means  for  their  support  hy  **»»*yiii 
on  property,  or  otherwise. 

135.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  heretofore  granted  by  the  Uniteo 
States  to  this  State  for  the  ase  or  support  of  Mhools,  and  of  all  lands 
which  may  hereafter  be  granted  or  bequeathed  to  the  State,  and  sot 
expressly  eranted  or  bequeathed  for  any  other  porpoae,  which  here- 
after may  be  disposed  of  by  the  State,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  es- 
Utes  of  deceased  persons  to  which  the  State  may  become  entitled 
1^  law,  shall  be  held  by  the  State  as  a  ban,  and  shall  be  and  remain 
a  perpetu^  fond,  on  which  the  State  shall  pay  an  annual  int^r^t 
of  BIX  per  cent;  which  interest,  togcllicr  uitli  iill  tlir'  r.>.itc  ..r  .i,.. 
unsold  land^,  shall  be  appropriated  to  l.hi' 
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139.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  kw  for  its  farther  organi- 
sation and  government,  but  shall  be  under  no  obligation  to  oontrumte 
to  the  establishment  or  support  of  said  University  by  appropriations. 

TITLE  VIII 

9 

Mode  of  Revising  the  Constitution. 

Art.  140.  Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Constitution 
may  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  and  if 
the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by  three-fifths  of  the  members  eleeted 
to  each  house,  and  approved  by  the  Governor,  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  be  entered  on  their  journals  with  the 
yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  published,  three  months  before  the  next  general  elec- 
tion, in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  French  and  English,  m  every  par- 
ish in  the  State  in  which  a  newspaper  shall  be  published ;  and  if 
in  the  Legislature  next  afterwards  chosen,  such  proposed  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  each  house,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  cause  the 
same  again  to  be  published  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  at  least  three 
months  previous  to  the  next  general  election  for  representatives  to 
the  State  Legislature,  and  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  at  said  election ;  and  if  a  majority 
of  the  qualified  electors  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amendment  or 
amendments,  the  same  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution ;  if 
more  than  one  amendment  be  submitted  at  a  time,  they  shall  be 
2$ubmitted  in  such  manner  and  form  that  the  people  may  vote  for  or 
against  each  amendment  separately. 


TENNESSEE. 


Thijp  State  was  orlginaJly  included  in  the  charter  of  tforth  CaroUiw.  The 
Territory  was  ceded  to  the  United  Stales  in  1790,  and  a  territorial  ea*en- 
menl  was  formed,  called  the  Territory  south-west  of  the  Ohio  river.     Ci  1196. 

it  was  admitted  into  the  union  as  a  State,    Its  Constitution,  which  was  then 

adopted,  was  revissri  iiml  nm.  iide.l  in  IStf'. 
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that  DO  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support 
any  place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  minister  against  his  con- 
sent ;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control  or 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience ;  and  that  no  preference  shall 
ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious  establishment  or  mode  of 
worship. 

4.  That  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualificatioa 
to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  this  State. 

5.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

6.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

7.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  paperSi 
and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures ;  and  that 
general  warrants,  whereby  an  officer  may  be  commanded  to  searoh 
suspected  places,  without  evidence  of  the  fact  committed,  or  to  seiie 
any  person  or  persons  not  named,  whose  o£fences  are  not  particular- 
ly described  and  supported  by  evidence,  arc  dangerous  to  liberty, 
and  oueht  not  to  be  granted. 

8.  That  no  free  man  shall  be  taken  or  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of 
his  freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in  any 
manner  destroyed  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  bat 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 

9.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  to  have  a  copy  thereof ;  to 
meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  ob- 
taining witnesses  in  his  favor ;  and  in  prosecutions  by  indictment 
or  presentment,  a  speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the 
county  or  district  in  which  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed ; 
and  shall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself 

1 0.  That  no  person  shall,  for  the  same  offence,  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb. 

1  i .  That  laws  made  for  the  punishment  of  facts  committed  pre- 
vious to  the  existence  of  such  laws,  and  by  them  only  declared  crim- 
inal, are  contrary  to  the  principles  of  a  free  government ;  wherefore 
no  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  made. 

12.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeit- 
ure of  estate.  The  estate  of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their  own 
lives  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death.  If  any  per- 
son be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  in  consequenoe 
thereof 

13.  That  no  person- arrested' or  confined  in  jail,  shall  be  treated 
with  unnecessary  rigor.  *> 

\  4.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  put  to  answer  any  criminal  charge 
but  by  presentment,  indictment,  or  impeachment. 

15.  -That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  un- 
less for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption 
great.     And  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  haJbeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
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nuMsded,  nnloas  irhen  in  case  of  rebellion  or  iDva^on  tlie  pnblio 
niS^  ma;  require  it. 

16.  That  excesaive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  exoesaTe  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  and  annsnal  punishments  inflicted. 

17.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open  ;  and  every  man,  for  an  injorj 
done  him  in  his  knds,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  hare  ren- 
iij  bv  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered  without 
sale,  denial,  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the  State  in 
such  manner,  and  in  sacb  courts,  as  the  L^isUture  tnft;,  by  law. 
direct 

18.  That  the  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  pre- 
-  niDftioD  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison  after  deliTeriog 

vp  faia  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditor  or  ereditora,  in  sneli  man- 
Mr  as  shall  be  presoribed  by  law. 

19.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  fne  to  erery  person  wtio 
udertakes  to  examine  the  prooeediugs  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  id; 
branch  or  officer  of  government ;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  t» 
restrain  the  right  thereof  The  free  oommonioation  of  thoughts  snd 
opinions  is  one  of  the  inralnable  rights  of  man.  and  every  citiien 
may  freely  speak,  write,  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  reiponiibU 
for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  But  in  prosecutions  for  the  pnblia- 
tion  of  papers  investigating  the  official  conduct  of  officers  or  men  in 
pablic  capacity,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence ;  and  ii 
•11  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a  right  to  detemiiH 
the  law  and  the  facts,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other 
ariminal  cases. 

20.  That  no  retrospective  law,  or  law  impuring  the  obliga^n  of 
oontracts,  shall  be  made. 

21.  That  no  man's  particular  services  shall  be  demanded,  or  prof 
erty  taken,  or  applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consciii     "   * 
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27.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any 
house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in 
a  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

28.  That  no  citizen  of  this  State  shall  be  compelled  to  bear  arms, 
provided  he  will  pay  an  equivalent,  to  be  ascertained  by  law. 

29.  That  an  equal  participation  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi,  is  one  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  State : 
it  cannot,  therefore,  be  conceded  to  any  prince,  potentate,  power, 
person  or  persons  whatever. 

30.  That  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors,  shall 
ever  be  granted  or  conferred  in  this  State. 

31.  That  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  this  State  be  ascertained, 
it  is  declared  they  are  as  hereafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say :  Be- 
ginning on  the  extreme  height  of  the  Stone  mountain,  at  the  plaoe 
where  the  line  of  Virginia  intersects  it,  in  latitude  thirty-six  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes  north ;  running  thence  along  the  extreme  height 
of  the  said  mountain  to  the  place  where  Watauga  river  breaks 
through  it ;  thence  a  direct  course  to  the  top  of  the  Tellow  moun- 
tain, where  Bright's  road  crosses  the  same ;  thence  along  the  ridge 
of  said  mountain  between  the  waters  of  Doe  river  and  the  waters  of 
Rock  creek,  to  the  place  where  the  road  crosses  the  Iron  mountain ; 
from  thence  along  tne  extreme  height  of  said  mountain,  to  the  place 
where  Noliohucky  river  runs  through  the  same :  thence  to  the  top  of 
the  Bald  mountain ;  thence  along  the  extreme  height  of  said  moun- 
tain, to  the  Painted  Rock,  on  French  Broad  river ;  thence  along  the 
highest  ridge  of  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the 
Great  Iron  or  Smoky  mountain  ;  thence  alon^  the  extreme  height 
of  said  mountain,  to  the  place  where  it  is  called  Unicoi  or  Unaka 
mountain,  between  the  Indian  towns  of  Cowee  and  Old  Ohota;  thence 
along  the  main  ridge  of  the  said  mountain,  to  the  southern  boundary 
of  this  State,  as  described  in  the  act  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  to 
the  United  States  of  America :  and  that  all  the  territory,  lands,  and 
waters  lying  west  of  the  said  line,  as  before  mentioned,  and  contained 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  are  within 
the  boundaries  and  limits  of  this  State,  over  which  the  people  have 
the  right  of  exercising  sovereignty  and  the  right  of  soil,  so  far  as  is 
eonsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  recognizing 
the  articles  of  confederation,  the  bill  of  rights,  and  Constitution  of 
Nordi  Carolina,  the  cession  act  of  the  said  State,  and  the  ordinance 
of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  territory  north-west  of  the 
Ohio :  provided^  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  affect  the 
elaim  or  claims  of  individuals,  to  any  part  of  the  soil  which  is  recog- 
Dized  to  them  by  the  aforesaid  cession  act :  and  provided  also,  that 
the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  this  State  shall  extend  to  any  other 
land  and  territory  now  acquired,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  acquired 
by  compact  or  agreement  with  other  States  or  otherwise,  although 
such  land  and  territory  are  not  included  within  the  boundaries  here 
iDbefiwre  mentioned. 


corwriTOTios  op 


32.  The  people  reaiding  eonth  of  French  BrtMul  and  Holston,  be- 
rivers   Teonesaee  and  Big   Pigeon,  are  entitled    to  tk« 


tween  the 

right  of  preemption  and 


ARTICLE  II. 


8bc.  1.  The  powers  of  the  governineDt  shall  be  divided  into  three 
diitinct  departments  ;  the  legislative,  eieontive  and  jndioiaL 

2.  No  perBon  or  persona  belonging  to  one  of  these  departments 
■hall  ezeroiae  any  of  the  powers  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the 
oUiers,  except  in  the  caaes  herein  directed  or  permitted. 

3.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  Tested  in  a 
Oeneral  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  Honae  of 
Representatives,  both  dependent  on  the  people. 

4.  An  enumeration  of  the  qualified  voters  and  an  apportionment 
of  the  representatives  in  the  Greneral  Assembly,  shall  be  made  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  within 
every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years. 

5.  The  number  of  representatives  shall,  at  the  sereral  periods  of 
making  the  cnumerBtion.  be  apportioned  among  the  several  coaotiea 
or  districts  according  to  the  number  of  qualified  voters  in  eaeh  ;  and 
shall  not  exceed  seventy-five,  until  the  population  of  the  State  shaL 
be  one  million  and  a-half ;  and  shall  never  thereafter  exceed  ninety 
nine  ;  provided,  that  any  county  having  two-thirds  of  the  ratio,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  member. 

6.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making 
the  enumeration,  be  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  or  dia- 
tricU,  according  to  the  number  of  qualified  electors  in  each,  and 
i^all  not  exceed  one-third  the  number  of  representatives.  In  appor 
tioninK  the  senators  among  the  different  coanties.  the  fraotinn  that 
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10.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  unless  he  shall  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  shall  have  resided 
three  years  in  this  State,  and  one  year  in  the  county  or  district, 
immediately  preceding  the  election.  No  senator  or  representative 
shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  eligible  to  any 
office  or  place  of  trust,  the  appointment  to  which  is  vested  in  the 
executive  or  the  General  Assembly,  except  to  the  office  of  trustee 
of  a  literary  institution. 

11.  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled, 
shall  each  choose  a  speaker  and  its  other  officers,  be  judges  of  the 
qualifications  and  election  of  its  members,  and  sit  upon  its  own 
adjournments  from  day  to  day.  Two- thirds  of  each  house  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  absent  members. 

12.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  pun- 
ish its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrenoe 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
offence ;  and  shall  h.ivc  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature  of  a  free  State. 

13.  Senators  and  representatives  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same ;  and,  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

14.  Each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during  its  session, 
any  person  not  a  member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the 
house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  its  presence. 

15.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

16.  Neither  house  shall,  during  its  session,  adjourn  without  con- 
sent of  the  other  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

17.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  but  may  be  amended, 
altered,  or  rejected  by  the  other. 

18.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  once  on  three  different  days,  and  be 
passed  each  time  in  the  house  where  it  originated,  before  transmis- 
sion to  the  other.  No  bill  shall  become  a  law,  until  it  shall  be  read 
and  passed  on  three  different  days  in  each  house,  and  be  signed  by 
the  respective  speakers. 

19.  After  a  bill  has  been  rejected,  no  bill  containing  the  same 
substance  shall  be  passed  into  a  law  during  the  same  session. 

20.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted 
ty  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

21.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish it^  except  such  parts  as  the  welfare  of  the  State  may  require  to 
be  kept  secret ;  the  ayes  and  noes  shall  be  taken  in  each  house 
upon  the  final  passage  of  every  bill  of  a  general  character,  and  bills 


364  C0M8TITUT1ON  OP 


mftking  Appropriation s  of  pnblio  moneys  :  and  the  syes  and  noes  of 
the  mepibera  on  koj  qucetion  shall,  at  the  request  of  aay  two  of  tbem, 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

22.  The  doors  of  each  houae  and  of  committceB  of  the  whole  shall 
be  kept  open,  tmlesB  when  the  buBinoss  shall  be  such  as  ought  to  be 
kept  secret 

'23.  The  Bnm  of  four  dollam  per  day,  and  four  dollars  for  every 
twcnty-GTe  miles  traveling  to  and  from  the  aeftt  of  governmenl 
sliall  De  allowed  M  the  menibers  of  tlie  first  General  Assembly,  ua 
oompenBation  for  their  aoirices.  The  compensation  of  the  mombers 
uf  the  succeeding  legislature  shall  be  ascertained  by  law  ;  but  no  law 
increasing  the  ooinpcnHation  of  the  members  shall  take  effect  nntil 
the  commencement  of  the  next  regular  aeasion  after  anch  law  shall 
have  been  enacted. 

24.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  oonw- 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law :  and  an  acoorate  statemenl 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  money  shall  he  attached 
to  and  pnblisbed  with  the  laws  at  tlic  rise  of  each  stated  seBsion  of 
tile  General  Assembly. 

'25.  No  person,  who  heretofore  hatli  beon,  or  may  hereafter  be,  a 
collector  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  bitTo  a  seat  in  either  bonas 
of  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  until  such  poi-son  shall  have  accoontedlbr 
and  paid  into  the  troasurj'.  all  sums  for  which  ho  may  be  accoaDte- 
ble  or  liable. 

26.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  Seoretary  of  State,  At- 
torney-General, register,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  or  penoB 
holding  any  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall 
have  a  seat  in  the  General  Aasembly  ;  nor  shall  any  person  in  this 
State  hold  more  than  one  lucrative  office  at  the  same  time :  Prori-M, 

ustioe  of  iW 
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laid,  in  suoh  manner  and  of  such  an  amount,  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law. 

29.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  authoriie  the  sev- 
eral counties  and  incorporated  towns  in  this  State,  to  impose  taxes 
for  county  and  corporation  purposes  respectively,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law ;  and  all  property  shall  be  taxed  accord- 
ing to  its  value,  upon  the  principles  established  in  regard  to  State 
taxation. 

30.  No  article  manufactured  of  the  produce  of  this  State  shall  be 
taxed  otherwise  than  to  pay  inspection  fees. 

31.  The  Greneral  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves,  without  the  consent  of  their  owner  or 
owners. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Grovernor. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  members 
of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  times  and  places  where  they  shall 
respectively  vote  for  the  members  thereof  The  returns  of  every 
election  for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up,  and  transmitted  to  the  seat 
of  government,  by  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  Senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  eacn  house  of  the  Gencnd  Assembly. 
The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Governor ; 
but  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal,  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them 
.shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  detemun- 
ed  by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

3.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  this  State  seven  years 
next  before  his  election. 

4.  The  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  and  until  his 
successor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified.  He  shall  not  be  eligible 
more  than  six  years  in  any  term  of  eight. 

5.  He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

6.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  after  eon- 
viotion,  except  in  oases  of  impeachment. 

7.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  a  oompensation  for  his  servi- 
oes,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  period  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

8.  He  may  require  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in  the 
eoecutive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
reflipective  offices. 

9.  He  noijy  on  extraordinary  oooaaionB,  convene  the  General  Ab' 
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■embly  by  procUm&tion  ;  and  ehall  state  to  them,  when  kSseinUed, 
the  purposefl  for  which  they  Bball  have  been  oonvened  ;  but  they  shall 
enter  on  do  legislative  businesB,  except  that  for  which  they  were 
•pecially  called  together. 

10.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfiilly  executed. 

11.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  giro  to  the  General  Assembly 
informatton  of  the  State  of  the  government,  and  reoommend  to  their 
coDiideration  ench  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

.  12.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  Governor  from  office,  or  of  hii 
death,  or  resignation,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  offico  shall  de- 
volve on  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate ;  and  in  ease  (rf  the  death,  re- 
moval firom  office,  or  resignation  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  office  shall  devolve  on  the  Speaker  of  the 
Honse  of  Representatives. 

13.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  any  office  ander 
the  United  States,  or  this  State,  shall  execute  the  office  of  G-ovemor. 

14.  When  any  officer,  the  right  of  whose  appointment  is  by  this 
Constitution  vested  in  the  General  Assembly,  shall,  during  the  re- 
eesB,  die,  or  the  office,  by  the  expiration  of  the  tenn,  or  by  other 
means,  become  vacant,  the  Governor  shaU  have  the  power  to  B]l  sncb 
vacancy,  by  granting  a  temporary  commission,  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 

15.  There  shall  he  a  seal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
QoTemor,  and  nsed  by  him  officially,  and  shall  be  called  the  Graf 
Seal  )^tkt  State  of  Tennessee. 

16.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  t?  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  sealed  with  the  State  Seal, 
sad  ngned  by  the  Governor. 

17.  A  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  anpointed  by  joint  Tote  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  commissioned  daring  the  term  of  fnar  vfam- 
'      'iB.\\  keep  a  t"'"  ™";"a-  nf  „ll  ,1^  „iii„;-i  .....  .._  .  -'..      ' 


TENNESSEE.  •  367 


2.  Laws  may  be  passed  excluding  from  the  right  of  suffirage,  per* 
sons  who  may  be  convicted  of  infamous  crimes. 

3.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  or  summons  during  their  at- 
tendance  at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

4.  In  all  elections  to  be  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  mem- 
bers thereof  shall  vote  viva  voce ;  and  their  votes  shall  be  entered 
on  the  journal.     All  other  elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  impeachment. 

2.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate ;  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation.  No 
person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  senators  sworn  to  try  the  officer  impeached. 

3.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  elect,  from  their  own  body, 
three  members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prosecute  impeachments. 
No  impeachment  shall  be  tried  until  the  Legislature  shall  have  ad- 
journed sine  dicj  when  the  Senate  shall  proceed  to  try  such  im- 
peachment. 

4.  The  Governor,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  judges  of  inferior 
courts,  chancellors,  attorneys  for  the  State,  and  Secretary  of  State, 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment,  whenever  they  may,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  commit  any  crime  in  their  official 
capacity,  which  may  require  disqualification ;  but  judgment  shall 
only  extend  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  fill  any 
office  thereafter.  The  party  shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  to  indict- 
ment, trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

5.  Justices  of  the  peace,  and  other  civil  officers,  not  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  for  crimes^  or  misdemeanors  in  office,  shall  be  liable  to 
indictment  in  such  courts  as  the  Legislature  may  direct ;  and  upon 
conviction,  shall  be  removed  from  office,  by  said  court,  as  if  found 
guilty  on  Jpipeachment ;  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  other  pnniah- 
ment  as  .may  h^  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  one 
Suprieme  Court,  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Legislature  shall  from 
time  to  time  ordain  and  establish,  and  the  judges  thereof,  and  in  jus- 
tices of  the  peace.  The  Legislature  may  also  vest  such  jurisdiction 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  corporation  courts. 

2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  be  composed  of  three  judges,  one  of 
whom  shall  reside  in  each  of  the  grand  divisions  of  the  State  ;  the 
concurrence  of  two  of  said  judges  shall  in  every  case  be  neceflssry  to 
a  decision.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  Court  shall  be  appellate  only,  un- 
der such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  law ;  but  it  may  possess  such  other  jarisdiotion  m  is 
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now  ooaferred  by  law  on  the  prescDt  Sopreme  Court.  Said  ooorti 
shall  be  held  at  one  place,  and  at  oae  place  only,  in  eaoh  of  the  three 
grand  divuions  in  the  State. 

3.  The  QeDcral  Assembly  Bhall,  by  joint  Tote  of  both  hotuea,  ftp- 
point  jndgeB  of  the  Beveral  courts  of  law  and  equity  :  bat  courts  mfty 
De  established  to  be  holden  by  justices  of  tho  peace.  Jndgea  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  thirty-five  yenra  of  age,  and  shall  be  eleoted 
for  the  term  of  twelve  years, 

4.  The  judges  of  such  iuferior  courts  ae  the  L^^latare  utMj  tit- 
tablish,  shall  be  thirty  years  of  age,  and  shall  be  elected  for  the  tern 
of  eight  years. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall  clci^t  attorneys  for  the  State,  bj  jtriat 
vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Oeucral  Assembly,  who  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  the  t«rm  of  six  years.  In  all  cases  where  an  attorney  tat 
any  district  fails  or  refuses  to  attend,  aud  prosecute  aooording  te 
law,  the  court  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  attorney  pro  iew^on. 

6.  Judges  and  attorneys  for  the  State,  niav  be  removed  from  offiw 
by  a  ooncnrreut  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  tienoral  AssembI;,  eaeh 
house  voting  separately  ;  but  two-thirds  of  all  the  membera  elected 
to  each  boDSe  mast  concur  in  such  vote :  the  vote  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  ayes  and  noes,  and  the  uamcH  of  the  inembere  voting  tor 
or  against  the  judge  or  attJirnev  for  the  State,  together  with  the 
cauBo  or  caasQS  of  removal,  shall  be  entered  on  the  jonmala  of  eeeh 
house  rospeotively.  The  judge  or  attorney  for  the  State,  ng-i"** 
whom  the  Legislature  may  bo  about  to  proceed,  shall  reoeive  notue 
thereof,  aooompanicd  with  a  copy  of  the  causes  alleged  for  hifl  reiso- 
val,  at  least  ten  days  before  Uie  day  on  which  either  honae  of  the 
General  Assembly  shall  act  thereupon, 

7.  The  judges  of  the  Supremo  and  inferior  conrta,  shall,  at  stated 
Umes,  receive  a  componsatien  for  their  services,  to  be  asoertuned  by 
law,  whieh  aliall  pot,  be  iiipreascJ  or  Jiiniiiishod,  duriog  the  time  for 
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liuvc  pn'sidi  d  in  any  inferior  court.  <»xrci)t  by  consent  of  all  tlio  par- 
tics  In  i-aso  all  ur  any  of  tlio  jmlges  of  the  Supreme  Court  >«hall 
In?  thu<  iliF'iualifKMl  from  presiding  on  the  trial  of  any  cause  or  eausci*. 
tlie  court,  i.r  the  jud^'cs  t!u  renf.  shall  certify  the  .same  to  the  (Jov- 
oriM.r  (»f  ihc  Stati'.  and  hi-  .^liall  forthwith  specially  commission  the 
r«  .jiiisit.-  minder  <»f  men  of  law-knowledp».  for  the  trial  and  deter- 
iiiiiiiition  tlier<»of  In  case  of  sickness  of  any  of  the  jud^ros  of  the 
Snj'reme  or  inferitu*  courts,  so  that  they  or  any  of  them  are  unable 
to  attend,  tho  Legishiturc  shall  be  authoriz(Hl  to  make  provision  by 
the  general  laws,  that  special  judges  maybe  appointed  to  attend 
said  courts. 

1  '2.  All  writs  and  other  process  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  State 
«>f  Tennessee;  and  bear  test,  and  be  signed  by  the  respective  clerks 
J  lulietments  shall  conclutle.  *'a^ainitt  thf  jhuo*  am!  di^nihi  of  th 

1 3.  Judg(is  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  their  clerks,  who 
.«hall  hoM  tlieir  offices  for  the  period  of  six  year.<.  ('haucellors  (if 
courts  of  chancery  shall  be  established.)  shall  appoint  their  clerks 
and  masters,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  fur  the  period  of  six  years. 
C^lerksof  such  inferior  courts  as  may  be  hereafter  established,  whicli 
shall  be  required  t(»  be  holden  iu  the  respective  counties  of  this  State, 
.shall  In.'  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  thereof,  for  the  term  of  four 
years;  they  shall  be  removed  from  office  for  malfeasance,  incompeten- 
cy or  neglect  of  duty,  in  such  manner  as  may  Im)  prcscrilwd  ])y  law. 

11.  No  fine  shall  be  laid  on  anv  citizen  of  this  State,  that  shall 
exceed  fifty  dollars ;  unle.^s  it  sliall  be  as.se.s.««cd  by  a  jury  <»f  his  peers, 
who  shall  assess  the  fine  at  th<^  time  they  find  the  fact,  if  they  think 
the  fine  shoidd  be  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

15.  The  different  counties  in  this  State  shall  be  laid  off  as  the 
<  teneral  As.semblv  mav  direct,  into  districts  of  c(mvenient  size.  s»» 
tliat  the  whole  number  in  each  c(mnty  shall  not  be  more  than  twenty 
fne.  ur  four  for  every  hundred  square  miles  There  **hall  be  twn 
ju.-«tl(es  nf  the  pcjw^e.  and  one  constable  ehnted  in  each  district,  by 
the  qualified  voters  therein,  except  districts  inclu<ling  ccmnty  towns, 
which  shall  elect  three  ju>tices  and  two  constable.'?.  The  jurisdiction 
of  said  officers  .-hall  be  eo-ext<?nsive  with  the  cfumty.  Justices  of 
the  peace  >il:all  be  elected  for  the  term  of  six.  and  constables  for  the 
term  of  two  years.  l.'}>on  the  removal  of  either  of  said  officers  from 
the  district  in  which  he  was  elected,  his  offiite  shall  become  vacant 
from  the  tii!».e  of  such  removal.  Justices  of  the  peace  shall  l»e  <'oui 
missioned  by  the  Ciov(»rnor.  The  Legi.slature  shall  have  power  U.\ 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  additioual  number  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  incorporated  towns. 

ARTICLE  VTl. 

i 

Sec.  1.  There  shall  ]»e  elected  in  each  county,  by  the  qualified 
voters  therein,  one  sheriff",  one  trustee,  and  one  register :  the  .sheriff" 
and  trustee  for  two  vcars.  and  the  register  for  four  years:  prorhl"/. 

"  24  • 
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that  no  person  kIihII  be  eligiblr  to  tlie  offiey  of  Klicriff  mcirt 
jcarii  in  ony  term  of  tight  yi'ara.  There  kUuII  1m;  «l*'<-ted 
troanty,  hy  the  juBtices  af  the  pcwc,  one  coroner  and  on 
who  shall  hold  their  ofRwK  for  two  years.  Said  ofSeors  pIi 
moved  for  malfeasance,  or  neglect  of  duty,  in  Buih  niuniic 
he  prcRCrihed  by  law. 

•i.  Rihould  a  racaucy  occur  subsenuciit  to  an  clootioit  in 
of  !<heriff.  truHtee.  or  register,  it  sihall  be  filled  by  the  justi 
that  of  the  clerkR  t^  be  elected  by  the  nco[ile.  it  sliull  be 
tho  courts;  and  the  person  so  appointed  tihall  continue  in 
til  liiH  BucccEKor  Hhall  Itc  elected  and  ijualified  ;  and  such  n 
be  filled  by  the  tiualiticd  voters  at  the  first  electiou  for  ai 
eouDty  officers, 

3.  There  shall  be  a  treasurer  or  treasurers  appointed  for  1 
by  the  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  tho  General  AsBtfut 
shall  hold  his  or  their  ofRccs  fur  two  j'ears. 

4.  The  election  of  nil  offiecrs.  and  tho  filling  uf  all  Taean 
may  happen,  by  death,  resignation,  or  removal,  not  otberwit 
ud  or  proridcd  for  by  this  C  oust  it  ut  ion,  shall  bo  made  in  si 
ner  as  the  liC}pslature  shall  direct. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall  provide,  that  the  cloetion  of  ibi 
and  other  officers  by  the  people,  pliall  not  take  place  at  tl 
time  that  the  general  elections  are  held  for  members  of  C 
members  of  the  Ijegisluturc.  and  (lovernor.  The  elcctio 
rommeuce  and  terminate  on  the  samo  day. 

ARTICLE  VIII, 

Sec.  1.  All  militia  offieera  shall  be  elected  by  persons  si 

military  duty,  within  the  bounds  of  their  Bovetal  companie! 
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rewards  and  pimi.shiiionts,  shall  hold  any  office  in  the  civil  depart- 
ment of  this  State. 

3.  Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  adoption  of  tliia  Constitution, 
fight  a  duel,  or  knowingly  be  the  be^irer  of  a  challenge  to  figlit  a 
duel,  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  for  that  purpose,  or  be  an  aider 
or  abettor  in  fighting  a  duel,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  hold 
any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in  this  State,  and  shall  be  punished 
otherwise,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Sec.  L  Every  person  who  Khali  be  chosen  or  appointed  to  any 
office  of  trust  or  profit,  under  this  Constitution,  or  any  law  made  in 
pursuance  thercoi,  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  thereof,  take 
an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  of  the  United 
States,  and  an  oath  of  office. 

2.  Each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
shall,  before  they  ]>roeeed  to  business,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  this  Stat^j,  and  of  the  United  States, 

and   also   the   following  oath:  '•!, ,  do   solemnly  swear,  (or 

affirm.)  that,  as  a  member  of  this  General  Assembly,  I  will,  in  all 
appointment.^  V()te  without  favor,  affisction,  partiality,  or  prejudice  ; 
and  that  I  will  not  propose  or  assent  to  any  bill,  vote  or  resolution, 
which  shall  appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  people,  or  consent  to  any 
act  or  thing  wiiatever,  that  shall  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  or  abridge 
their  rights  and  privileges,  as  declared  by  the  Constitution  of  this 
State." 

3.  Any  elector  who  shall  receive  any  gift  or  reward  for  his  vote, 
in  meat,  drink,  money,  or  otherwise,  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  the  laws  shall  direct.  And  any  person  who  shall  directly  or  in- 
directly give,  promise,  or  bestow  any  such  reward  to  be  elect<;d,  shall 
thereby  be  rendered  incapable,  for  six  years,  to  serve  in  the  office 
for  which  he  was  elected,  and  be  subject  to  such  further  punishment 
as  the  Leglslatur.e  shall  direot. 

•1.  New  counties  may  be  established  by  the  Legislature,  to  consist 
of  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  square  miles,  and  which 
.shall  contain  a  population  of  fmr  hundred  and  fifty  (lualified  voters. 
No  line  of  such  county  shall  approach  the  court-house  of  any  old 
county  from  which  it  may  be  taken,  nearer  than  twelve  miles.  Xo 
part  of  a  county  shall  be  taken  to  form  a  new  county  or  a  part 
thereof,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  tiualified  voters  in 
Such  part  taken  off.  And  in  all  cases  where  an  old  county  may  ]>o 
reduced  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  one,  the  scat  of  justice  in 
said  old  county  shall  not  be  removed  without  the  ooncurrouce  of 
two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  nor  shall  said  old 
county  be  reduced  to  less  than  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  square 
miles :  proMal,  however,  that*  the  county  of  Bedford  may  be  re- 
duced to  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  square  miles ;  and  there 
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xliall  imt  hr  Iniil  uff  more  tbnii  one  new  poimty  on  tlic  wost.  and 
III)  the  cast.  iiiij"iiiiii;j;  tlic  (imiity  nf  tin-  'Itviilinj;  !in«  :  a  moj 
of  the  uniilifkii  vnter:'  iif  wiiil  ciuiity  voting  in  favor  nf  sai<l  divi: 
tlie  cnmitK'!'  iif  Carlcr,  ]l1i«i.  nml  numiilirrvn  slinll  iii>t  Ik?  tin 
intii  iiiiin^  thnii  twn  cnDiitii;s  t-nvli:  ii'>r  I'hull  more  tliiiii  one 
i-"unty  111'  tuk<n  "lit  i.f  tin-  tiTritory  imvr  PiniipoBing  tlu>  cmintu 
Tiptii'ii  ;iii'l  Dytr:  nor  !-ItiiI1  the  ncats  of  justice  in  tliu  4>o untie 
IlluM.  CiirUr.  Tipt.ni,  mill  Oyer  liu  romovpcl.  vritliout  (Ik*  eor 
ri'iLcc  .>f  tw.  ihirils  nf  hfth  brituehcs  r.f  Hir  hegislaturp.  Tlif  cm 
iif  SnlliviiJi  may  hv  rotluci-d  luluw  the  (■initciilti  of  six  hundred 
Iwi-nty-flvc  :<i|iii!ir  mile?,  but  the  line  "if  any  new  eounty  whieli  t 
heri^afiiT  V  biiil  ■>ff  shall  ii"t  iipprnacli  the  county  doat  of  ( 
cimnty  iii'nn  r  ihiiii  ten  miles.  The  counties  iif  Marion  and  Bled 
shall  not  bi^  reilueed  below  one  thousand  qualified  TOtcro  eoeii. 
formiiiff  a  new  cmntv  or  iMunticH. 

">  Till'  litaciw  wfio  may  be  included  in  any  new  county,  sk 
TOlcwitli  the  county  or  cnwntiea  from  which  tbey  may  hare  been  stric 
en  off,  fur  nienilicr»  of  tVnijrreM.  for  Govcnior  and  for  niciiilx-rs  of  fh 
ficucrul  Ajispiiibly.  until  the  next  npportirmnient  of  mt^iiiberi'  (otii 
(Inneral  Ai>scTiihly  after  the  UNtubliithmeiit  of  BUch  ulw  county 

.\RT1(!I.E  XI, 

St>-.   1.  All   laws  and  •inliimni-ps    tiiiw  in  force  niid   use  in  tlii 
State,  not  in(V)nM)tteiit  with  thi.*  CrmBcitiit' 
and  nse  until  they  shall  e:(iiire.  l>f  altcn^il 
latnre. 

■i.  Nodiiiiffcoiiluiiicd  ill  lhi.f  ( 


.  »ball  ciintiiiae  infi^ro 
repealed  by  tbc  heffi 


I'lL-itilnti 


in  .shall  impair  the  vili^ 
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Gonsiitution  shall  be  proposed  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  pro- 
visions,  the  same  shall  at  each  of  the  said  sessions  be  read  tlirco 
times  on  three  several  days  in  each  house.  Tlie  Legislature  shall 
not  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution  oftener  than  once  in 
tfiz  years. 

4.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  grant  divorces,  but 
*may  authorize  the  courts  of  justice  to  grant  them  for  such  causes  ilk 

may  be  specified  by  law :  provided,  that  such  laws  be  general  and 
uniform  in  their  operation  throughout  the  State. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  authorize  lotteries  for 
any  purpose,  and  shall  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  tick- 
ets In  this  State. 

6.  The  Legislature  shall  fix  the  rate  of  interest ;  and  the  rate  so 
established  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the  State. 

7.  The  Legifilature  shall  have  no  power  to  suspend  any  general 
lur  for  the  benefit  of  any  particulur  individual,  nor  to  pass  any  Inw 
foT/the  benefit  of  individuals  incoiyistont  with  the  general  law8  of 
the  land  ;  nor  to  pass  any  law  granting  to  any  individual  or  indivl<l- 
uals,  rif  hts,  privileges,  immunities,  or  exemptions,  other  than  such 
us  may  DC,  by  the  t?an»e  law.  extended  to  any  member  of  the  com- 
munity, who  may  be  able  to  bring  himself  within  the  provisions  of 
such  law :  pro  ruled  ahrays.  the  Legislature  shall  have  power  to 
grant  such  charters  of  corporation  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  public  good. 

8.  The  Legislature  shall  liavo  the  right  to  vest  such  powers  in 
jhe  courts  of  justice,  with  regard  to  private  and  local  affairs,  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient. 

9.  A  well  regulated  system  of  internal  improvement  is  calculatt'd 
to  develop  the  resources  of  the  Stuto,  and  promote  the  happine.'<> 
and  prosperity  of  her  citizens  ;  therefore  it  ought  to  be  encouraged 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

U).  Knowledge,  learning,  and  virtue,  being  essential  to  the  pro.-- 
«rvation  of  republican  institutions,  and  the  diffusion  of  the  opportu- 
nities and  advantagi\s  of  education  throughout  the  different  portior.s 
of  the  State,  being  highly  conducive  to  the  promotion  of  this  end  ; 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  all  future  periods 
of  this  government,  to  cherish  literature  and  science.  And  the  fund 
called  the  common  school  fund,  and  all  the  lands  and  proceeds  there- 
of, dividends,  stocks,  and  pther  property  of  every  description  wh:*t- 
ever,  heretofore  by  hiw  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  and  all  such  as  shall  liere- 
afber  be  appropriated,  shall  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  principal  of 
which  shall  never  be  diminished  by  legislative  appropriation,  and  the 
interest  thereof  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  common  schools  throughout  the  State,  and  for 
the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  thereof ;  and  no  la\i-  shall  be 
made  authorizing  said  fund,  or  any  part  tliereof,  to  be  diverted  to 
Any  oUier  use  than  the  support  and  encouragement  of  common 
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schools  :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Qcneral  Assem! 
poiut  u  board  of  conimisgioncTS.  for  such  term  of  time  as 
think  proper,  who  shall  have  the  general  supcrintenden' 
fand.  and  who  shall  make  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  c 
time  to  time,  under  such  rules,  regulations,  and  rcatr 
may  bo  required  hy  law  ;  prorided.  that  if  at  any  time  li 
diviition  of  the  pubtic  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  of  t 
arising  from  the  sales  of  such  lands  shall  be  made  nmoD^ 
vidnul  states,  the  part  of  such  lands,  or  money  comiog  to  I 
shall  be  dcTOted  to  the  purposes  of  education  and  interna] 
ment  ;  u)d  shall  never  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose. 

1 1.  The  above  provisions  shall  not  be  construed  to  pr 
Iiegislatnru  from  carrying  into  effect  any  laws  that  have  b 
I'd  in  fiivor  of  tlic  colleges,  uuiversities.  or  aoademies,  or 
tliorizing  licirs  or  distrihutcos  to  receive  and  enjoy  escheat 
erty.  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  from  .time  to  ti 
be  prescribed  by  law.  * 

1-2.  The  declaration  of  rights  hereto  prefixed,  n  dcclan 
n  part  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  shall  never  b 
cd  OD  auy  pretence  whutercr.  And  to  guard  against  trnof^ 
of  the  high  powers  we  have  delegated,  we  declare  that  ct< 
in  the  bill  of  rights  contained,  is  excepted  out  of  the  general 
of  gOTemiueiit,  and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate. 
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■wax  adopicd  in  ITW— llii;  prpwni  nnr  !n  1799. 

Area,  40,500  sq.  m.  Pop.  IB-IO,  T?!),a3S,  of  which  182,258  were  slaTes.  Free 
bUclu,  7,317. 

CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  roproaentativcs  of  the  jicople  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
Convention  UBCiublod,  to  Hcourc  to  all  the  citizens  thereof  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  right  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  of  purauing 
]i^pines«,  do  oidain  and  eatablisli  this  CooBtitntion  for  its  govern- 
ment : 

ARTICLE  I, 

Ctmcr.rnia^  the  Lrgislative  Department. 
Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Kentucky 
■ball  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departmenta,  aod  cacb  of  them 
be  confided  to  a  ecparatc  body  of  magistracy,  to  wit :  thoao  which 
aro  legislative,  to  one  ;  those  which  are  executive,  to  another ;  and 
tboee  which  are  judiciury,  t«  another. 


.   ■¥  * 


376  CONSTITUTION   OP 


2.  No  person  or  collection  of  persons,  being  one  of  those  depart- 
ments, shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the 
others;  except  in  the  instonces  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or 
permitted. 

AETICLB  IL 

Concerning  the  distribution  of  the  powert  if  the  Crovemmeni. 

Sec.  1 .  The  legislative  power  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  vest- 
ed in.  two  distinct  branches ;  the  one  to  be  styled  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  other  the  Senate,  and  both  together,  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

2.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  continue 
in  service  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  day  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  general  election,  and  no  longer. 

3.  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  on  the  first  Monday  in  the 
month  of  August  in  every  year ;  but  the  presiding  officers  of  the 
several  elections  shall  continue  the  same  for  three  days,  at  the  re- 
•juest  of  any  one  of  the  candidates. 

4.  No  person  shall  bo  a  representative,  who  at  the  time  of  hi? 
election  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  hath  not  attained 
to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  resided  in  this  State  two  years 
next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  in  the  county 
•)r  town  for  which  he  may  be  cliosen. 

5.  Elections  for  roprosciitatives  for  the  several  countie.*'  entitled 
to  representation,  shall  be  held  at  the  places  of  holding  their  ri;s|)oct- 
ivo  (M.)urts,  or  in  the  several  election  precints  into  which  the  Legis- 
lature may  think  proper,  from  time  to  time,  to  divide  any  or  all  of 
those  counties:  Provided,  that  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  Legisla- 
ture tliat  any  town  hath  a  number  of  i|ualifie<l  voters  Ofjual  to  the 
ratio  then  fixed,  sueh  town  shall  he  invested  with  the  privilege  of  a 
separate  representation,  which  shall  he  retained  so  long  as  such 
town  sliall  contain  a  number  of  (qualified  vf>ters  equal  to  the  rati'> 
whicli  mav.  from  time  to  time,  be  fixed  bv  law.  and  thereafter  rdee- 
lions,  for  the  count v  in  which  sueli  t<nvn  is  situated,  shall  not  be 
Ifeld  therein. 

().  llepresentatiou  shall  be  otjual  and  uniform  in  this  common' 
wealth:  and  shall  be  forever  regulated  and  ascertained  by  the  num- 
})er  of  «[ualified  eleet(»rs  therein.  In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thnu",  and  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  an  enumeration  of  all  the 
free  male  inhahitants  of  the  State,  above  twentv-one  years  of  aire. 
shall  be  made,  in  sueli  manner  as  shall  be  direetcd  by  law.  The 
number  of  representatives  shall,  in  the  several  years  of  making  thc.sc 
enumerations,  be  so  fix(ul  as  not  ti)  be  less  than  fifty-eight,  nor  more 
than  one  hundred,  and  they  shall  be  apportioned  for  the  four  years 
next  following,  as  near  as  mav  be,  anion":  the  several  counties  and 
towns,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  ijualified  electors:  but.  when 
a  county  may  not  have  a  suflie.ient  number  of  (jualified  electors  to 
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cu title  it  to  one  representative,  and  when  the  adjacent  county  or 
counties  may  not  have  a  residuum  or  residuunis,  which,  when  added 
to  the  small  county^  would  entitle  it  to  a  separate  representation,  it 
:<hall  then  be  in  tfaio  power  of  the  Legislature  to  join  two  or  more 
together,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  a  representative ;  Provided, 
tliat  when  there  are  two  or  more  counties  adjoining,  which  have  re- 
siduums  over  and  above  the  ratio  when  fixed  by  law,  if  said  residu- 
urns  when  added  together  will  amount  to  such  ratio,  in  that  case 
one  representative  shall  be  added  to  that  county  having  the  largest 
residuum. 

7.  The  House  of  Kepresentatives  shall  choose  its  Speaker  and 
other  officers. 

8.  In  all  elections  for  representatiyes,  every  free  male  citizen  (ne- 
groes, mulattoes,  and  Indians  excepted)  who,  at  the  time  being,  hath 
attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  the  State 
two  years,  or  the  county  or  town  in  which  he  offers  to  vote  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector ;  but 
no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the  county  or  town  in 
which  he  may  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election,  except  as  is 
iierein  otherwise  provided.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, felony,  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest 
during  their  attendance  at,  going  to,  and  returning  from  elections. 

0.  The  members  of  the  Senate  shall  be  chosen  for  the  term  of 
four  years ;  and  when  assembled,  shall  have  the  power  to  choose  its 
officers  annually. 

10.  At  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  after  this  Con- 
Btitutiou  takes  effect,  the  senators  shall  be  divided  by  lot,  as  ei[ually 
as  may  be,  into  four  classes :  the  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  ;  of  the  se- 
cond class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  of  the  third  class. 
at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year ;  and  of  the  fourth  class,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  fourth  yeur ;  so  that  one-fourth  sliall  be  chosen 
every  year,  and  a  rotation  thereby  kept  up  perpetually. 

i  1.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  twenty-four  members  at  legist, 
uud  for  every  three  meml)ers  above  fifty-eight,  which  shall  be  added 
Co  the  House  of  llepresentatives,  one  mefliber  shall  be  added  to  the 
Senate. 

12.  The  same  number  of  senatorial  districts  shall,  from  time  to 
cime,  be  established  by  the  Legislature,  as  there  may  then  be  sena- 
tors allotted  to  the  State ;  which  shall  be  so  formed  as  to  contain. 
a»  near  as  may  be,  an  Ci^ual  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  in  each. 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  so  that  no  county  shall  be 
divided,  or  form  more  than  one  district ;  and  where  two  or  more 
•counties  ctepose  a  district,  they  shall  be  adjoining. 

13.  When  an  additional  senator  may  be  added  to  the  Senate,  he 
shall  be  annexed  by  lot  to  one  of  the  four  classes,  so  as  to  keep 
them  as  nearly  equal  in  number  as  possible. 

14.  One  senator  for  each  district  shall  be  elected  by  those  quali- 


/ 


378  CONSTITUTION    OF 

fitid  to  vot«  for  representatives  therein,  who  Bliall  give  their  votet  at 
the  several  places  in  tlie  eounties  or  towns  where  elections  are  by 
law  directed  to  be  lield. 

15.  No  person  shall  be  a  seuator  who,  at  the  time  of  his  election. 
is  not  a  citizen  of  the  Unitud  Htjttcs,  and  who  hath  hath  not  attained 
to  the  age  of  thirtii-fivo  yeurs,  and  resided  in  this  State  six  years 
nest  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  jear  thereof  in  the  district 
from  which  he  may  be  chosen. 

16.  The  first  election  for  senators  shall  be  general  throaghoat  tic 
SLttc,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  general  election  for  representu- 
tivos  ifi  held ;  and  thereafter  there  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  an  an- 
nual election  for  senators,  to  fill  the  places  of  those  wboBc  time  of 
service  may  have  expired. 

IT.  The  General  Assembly  shall  couTene  on  the  firat  Monday  in 
the  month  of  November  in  every  year,  unless  a  different  day  be  ap- 
pointed by  law ;  and  their  session  shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Go\- 
era  men  t, 

I  ?.  Not  less  than  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  House  of  the 
General  Assembly  shall  constitute  a  tjuomm  to  do  business  :  but  a 
smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  shall  be  author- 
ised by  law  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such 
manner,  and  under  such  penalties  as  may  be  prescribed  thereby. 

19.  Kach  house  of  t)ic  General  Assembly  shall  judge  of  the  qaali- 
ficatious,  elections,  and  returns  of  its  members ;  but  a  contested 
election  shall  bo  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  bo  direoted  by 
law. 

20.  Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings ;  punish  a  member  for  disorderly  behavior 
nnd,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  eipel  a  member,  but  not  a 
second  time  for  the  same  cause. 

ich  house  of  the  General  AfisemJ] 
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auy  speech  or  dobato.  in  ^Iier  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned 
in  any  other  place. 

25.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected,  nor  for  one  year  thereafter,  be  appointed  or  elected 
to  any  civil  oilice  of  profit  under  this  oommon wealth,  which  shall 
have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  in- 
creased, during  the  time  such  Senator  or  Representative  was  in  of- 
fice, except  to  such  offices  or  appointments  as  may  be  made  or  filled 
by  the  elections  of  the  people. 

26.  No  person,  while  he  continues  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a 
clergyman,  priest,  or  teacher  of  any  religious  persuasion,  society,  or 
sect ;  nor  whib«t  he  holds  or  exercises  any  office  of  profit  under  this 
commonwealth,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly  ;  except 
attorneys  at-law,  justices  of  the  peace  and  militia  officers :  Provided, 
that  justices  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  shall  be  ineligible 
so  long  as  any  compensation  may  be  allowed  them  for  their  services  : 
Provided,  also,  that  attorneys  for  the  commonwealth,  who  receive  u 
fixed  annual  salary  from  the  public  treasury,  shall  be  ineligible. 

27.  No  person  who  at  any  time  may  have  been  a  collector  of  taxes 
for  the  State,  or  the  assistant  or  deputy  of  such  collector,  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  General  Assembly  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a  qui- 
etus for  the  amount  of  such  collection,  and  for  all  public  moneys 
for  which  he  may  be  responsible. 

28.  No  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a  law  until  on  three  several 
days  it  be  read  over  in  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
free  discussion  allowed  theron ;  unless,  in  cases  of  urgency,  four-fifths 
of  the  house  where  the  bill  shall  be  depending,  may  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  dispense  with  this  rule. 

29.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  but  the  Senate  may  propose  amendfnent^,  as  in 
other  bills :  Provided,  that  they  shall  not  introduce  any  new  matter, 
under  the  color  of  an  amendment,  which  does  not  relate  to  raising 
a  revenue. 

30.  The  General  Assembly  shall  regulate,  by  law,  by  whom  and 
in  what  manner  writs  of  election  shall  be  issued  to  fill  the  vacancies 
which  may  happen  in  either  branch  thereof 

ARTICLE  in. 

#       Concerning  the  Executive  Dcpartmeni. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  the  commonwealth  shall 
be  vested  in  a  chief  magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years  by 
the  citizens  entitled  to  suffrage  at  the  time  and  places  where  they 
shall  respectively  vote  for  representatives.  The  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Governor;  but  if  two  or  more 
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sbuU  1)u  cr|U:il  and  liighcst  in  votes,  the  ejection  iihall  be  dctermiDed 
bj  lot,  ill  auL-li  uiuiiiiiT  a»  the  Litgixtaturc  may  direct. 

3.  Tlietiovvrnor  sball  be  iiii^ligible  fortiie  Hutvecdin;;  seven  yeurs 
aftvT  thu  cx|iiratii>u  of  tbetiinufurwbidi  he  shall  bavn  becu  ducted. 

i.  He  sliull  be  nt  looBt  thirty-five  years  of  of^u,  a.in\  a  citizeu  of 
the  I'nited  States,  and  have  been  au  iiihabitaot  of  this  State  at  leatt 
itiic  yearn  next  [irucuding  biii  clcciiun. 

.').  lie  Hhall  cummencu  the  execution  iif  hiii  office  on  the  fiturth 
Tuesday  :iuecoeditif;  thu  day  of  the  ooDinienceincnt  of  the  general 
eluetirtti  OH  whieli  lic,Hball  l>e  ehoseu.  nud  hhall  rantinue  in  tue  exe- 
cution thereof  until  the  end  of  four  weeks  next  succeeding  tliu  elec- 
tion of  his  euixcHsor,  and  until  bis  KuceeiiHor  shall  have  titken  the 
oathn  or  offiriuatioiis  prescribed  by  this  Constitution. 

G.  Nu  uieniber  of  CongrcsB.  or  person  holding  a.iiy  •>tU''(>  under 
tie  United  StntoK.  nor  minister  of  any  religious  aooicty.  shall  Ijo  eli- 
gible to  the  nffiee  of  lltivoruor. 

7.  The  Uovenior  sliuU.  at  htutcd  times,  reeeivc  for  Ills  Herviees  a 
oonipcnsution.  whiuh  shall  ncitlier  Iv  iniTent>ed  nor  <liuiiuialicd  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

S.  lie  shall  be  e»niiiiiiiiiler-iu-elucf  of  the  nrniy  and  navy  of  litis 
eommon wealth,  and  of  the  mililla  then'of.  cxc('i>t  when  thuy  shall  be 
called  into  the  seiviee  of  the  I'uited  Stutes  :  but  be  shall  not  coui- 
luand  {wrsoiially  in  thu  Held,  unless  lie  shall  be  udvlscd  »o  to  do  by 
a  resolutiiin  of  the  (jenerul  AsKenihly. 

y.  IIo  shall  noiuiiiute.  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eonHent  of 
the  Senate,  appoint  all  officers  whose  iiffii-os  are  cotivltlishcd  by  this 
Constitution,  or  eliiill  lie  establtslicd  by  luw.  and  wliuue  appoint- 
ments lire  not  hen.'iii  otherwise  provided  lor :  providud,  that  no  pei^ 

n  shall  Ihj  m  H)ipi>inted  to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  Rhall 

it  have  been  a  uitixuu  mid  iuhiibitant  therein  oiic  year  next  before 
ppoiutinoiit,  if  ihe  t-iiuufy  whall  have  been   " 
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13.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  General  Assembly  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

14.  He  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  convene  the  General  As- 
Bombly  at  the  seat  of  government,  or  at  a  different  place,  if  that 
should  "have  become,  since  their  last  adjournment,  dangerous  from 
an  enemy,  or  from  contagious  disorders ;  and  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment faetveen  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjourn- 
meht,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  ex- 
ceedinfffojzr  months. 

i5.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
.16.  A  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  chosen  at  every  election  for 
a  Governor,  in  the  same  manner,  continue  in  office  for  the  same  time, 
and  possess  the  same  Qualifications.  In  voting  for  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor,  tne  electors  shall  distinguish  whom  they  vot« 
for  as  Governor,  and  whom  as  Lieutenant-Governor. 

17.  He  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
hare  a  right,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  debate  and  vote 
OQ  all  subjects ;  and  when  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  to  give  the 
casting  vote. 

18.  In  case  of  tbe  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify^  resignation,  or  absence  from  the 
State,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  exercise  all  the  power  and  au- 
thority appertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  until  another  be  duly 
qualified,  or  the  Governor  absent  or  impeached  shall  return  or  be 
acquitted. 

19.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the  Liou- 
tenant-Gt)vemor,  or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  Speaker  of  the 
Senate,  the  senators  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as  Speak- 
er, for  that  occasion.  And  if,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of 
Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  impeached,  removed 
from  office,  refuse  to  qualify,  resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  Stato, 
the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  shall,  m  like  manner,  administer  the  gov- 
ernment. 

20.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  while  he  acts  as  Speaker  to  the 
Senate,  shall  receive  for  his  f^rvices  the  same  compensation  which 
shall  for  the  same  period  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  no  more ;  and  during  the  time  he  administers 
the  government  as  Governor,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation 
wjiich  the  Governor  would  have  received  and  been  entitled  to,  had 
ha  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office. 

21.  The  Speaker  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  during  the  time  he 
adminiatera  tne  government,  shall  receive  in  like  manner  the  same 
oomnensation  which  the  Governor  would  have  received  had  he  been 
employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office. 

22.  If  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  called  upon  to  adminis- 
ter the  government,  and  shall,  while  in  such  administration,  resign. 
die,  or  be  absent  from  the  State  during  the  recess  of  the  General 
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Assembly,  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  tbu  ^ecretiiry,  for  the  time  being, 
to  cmuvcqi!  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  cliooxing  a.  Speaker. 

-23.  An  AttuTiK'y-Uciivral,  and  Hueh  other  attorneys  for  tbc  com- 
mouwualth  as  lany  be  iioce^Hary,  mIihII  be  appointed,  whose  duty  dball 
be  regulated  by  law.  AttuTiieyit  for  the  commonwealth,  for  the  sore 
ral  couiitieH,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  retipcctivo  courta  IwiViiig  jntis 
diction  therein. 

^4,  A  Secretory  shall  be  appointed  and  commiMioiieid  dnrme  tke 
term  for  which  the  Governor  xliall  have  been  elected,  if  he  BtuSl  w 
long  behave  himself  well.  He  shall  keep  a  fair  register, 'and  attest 
all  the  official  acta  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  shkll,  when  - 
rci|uirod,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  Touchers  rda 
tive  thereto,  before  either  house  of  the  General  Assomhly,  and  shall 
perform  euch  other  duties  ax  may  be  enjoined  him  by  lair. 

25.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  shall  be  pre- 
t«nted  to  the  Governor :  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  bat  if  not, 
ho  shell  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall 
have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  the 
journal,  and  proceed  to  re-coiisider  it ;  if,  after  such  re-consi  deration. 
a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  house  sball  agree  to 
pass  the  bill,  it  nhall  be  sent,  with  the  objections;  to  the  other  house, 
by  which  it  shall  be  likewise  considered,  and  if  approved  by  a  ma 
^ority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  house,  it  aball  be  a  law  :  bnt 
in  such  cases,  the  votes  of  lx>th  houses  ahall  be  determined  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  each  lioune  respectively ;  if  any  bill  shall 
not  bo  returned  by  tbc  Governor  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted) 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him.  it  shall  be  a  law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly  by  their 
adjournment  prevent  its  return  ;  in  which  ease  it  shall  be  h  Iiw  i 
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mftjor-eenenkls  their  aids ;  and  captains  tbe  non-commissioiied  offi- 
cers nf  their  companios.  • 

30.  A  majority  of  the  fietd-officers  and  captaios  in  each  regiment 
xhall  DoroiuiLtc  the  conimisairiiied  officers  in  each  company, 
who  Bball  l>p  CDiiiini^sioned  by  the  Governor :  Provided,  that 
u<)  qomuiatioD  i^li'iH  bo  made,  uulcfis  two  at  least  of  the  field-offi- 
cers aropfeaeiit .  nnA  when  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal  and 
.th6.Jligliegb.jb6i)bcr  of  votoR.  the  field-officer  prcaen^  who  may  be 
Iti^UtJn  cnrinni'i'^I'in,  shall  decide  the  nominatioD. 

il,,  Shfpffi  i-iiatl  lii^reaftcr  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner : 
when  ■Ri'e  time  of  a  filiiiriiF  for  any  county  may  be  about  to  expire, 
tUttcounty  court  for  the  same,  a  majority  of  allita  jnsticesbcingprc- 
Mnt,  shall,  in  the  months  of  September,  October,  or  Noveiubor,  next 
preceding  thereto,  recommend  to  the  Governor  two  proper  persons 
to  fill  the  office,  who  are  tlien  joHticea  of  the  oonnty  court ;  and  who 
Hhall  in  such  recommendation  pny  a  just  regard  to  seniority  in  office 
and  a  regular  rotalioii.  One  of  the  persons  so  recommended  shall 
be  eommisflioned  by  the  Governor,  and  sliall  hold  hia  office  for  two 
years,  if  he  so  long  behave  well,  and  until  a  successor  be  duly  quali- 
fied. If  the  county  courta  sliall  omit,  in  tbe  months  aforesaid,  to 
make  such  recoiumcndatirm,  the  Governor  niiall  then  nominate,  and 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  a  fit  per 
son  to  fill  such  office. 

ARTICLE  IV.— Cmcm-wj^  Me  Judiaal  DtparlmeiU. 

Sec.  1.  The  judiciary  power  of  this  commonwealth,  both  as  to 
matters  of  law  and  et{uity,  shall  be  vested  in  one  snpremo  court, 
vliioli  shall  be  styled  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  in  such  inferior 
conrta  aa  the  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  erect  and 
cstahlish,  < 

2.  The  Court  of  Appeals,  except  in  cases  otherwiflc  directed  by 
this  Conatitution,  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only  ;  which  shall 
be  cQ-extenflive  with  the  State,  under  such  restrictions  and  regula- 
tions, not  repugnant  to  this  Constitutiod*,  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  prescribea  by  \am. 

3.  The  judges,  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold 
their  offices  during  goo^  behavior ;  but  for  any  reasonable  cause 
irhioh  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  of  impeachment,  tbe  Governor 
sljall  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  honse 
of  the  General  Aspembly :  ProvvUd,  however,  that  the  cause  or 
causes  for  which  such  removal  may  be  retmired,  shall  be  stated  at 
lenzth  in  snch  address,  and  on  the  journal  of  each  house.  They 
shul  at  stated  times  receive  for  their  servioes  an  adequate  eompen- 
sation  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

4.  The  judges  shall,  by  virtno  of  their  office,  be  conservators  of 
die  peaoe  thronghont  the  State.     The  style  of  all  process  shall  be, 

"^  tlie  oommoaw«klth  of  Kentucky."     All  proseoutiona  shall  be  oai- 
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ricd  on  in  the  namu  and  by  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  ami  conclude,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

5.  There  sTiull  ho  established  in  each  county,  now,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  erected,  within  tliis  connuonwcalth.  a  county  court. 

G.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  tlic  peace  shall  be  appoint- 
ed in  each  county  :  they  shall  be  cuniniissioued  during  good  behlkT* 
ior,  but  may  be  removed  on  conviction  of  misbehavior  in/bfBcCj'or.of 
any  infamou.^  crime,  or  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  faS  oachslj^mM  •  '. 
of  the  (Jencral  Assemldy:  Pror'uh/I,  however,  that  tho  caiise  or*"' 
causes  for  which  such  removal  may  be  rei|uired.  shall  be  ata.ted,  mi  \ 
length  in  such  address,  on  the  journal  of  each  house.  ^ 

7.  Tlio  numlier  of  tbe  justices  of  the  peace  to  which  the  several  . 
counties  in  this  commonwealth  now  established,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  established,  (mght   to  l)e  entitled,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
be  regulated  by  law. 

8.  When  a  sun-eyor.  coroner,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  be 
needed  in  any  c<iunty.  the  county  court  for  the  .same,  a  majority  of 
all  its  justices  concurring  therein,  shall  recommend  to  the  (roveVnor 
two  proper  jjcrsons  t(i  fill  tlic  office,  one  of  whom  he  shall  appoint 
thereto  :  Proriihtl^  hnwevtr.  tliat  if  the  county  court  shall  for  tfrave 
mouths  omit  to  mak(;  such  rccr)nimendation.  after  being  reqnteled 
by  tho  Governor  to  recommend  proper  persons,  he  shall  then  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  witli  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
a  fit  person  to  fill  such  oflice. 

9.  When  a  new  county  shall  bo  erected,  a  competent  number  of 
justices  of  the  j>eacc.  a  sheriff,  and  c()roner  therefor,  shall  be  recom- 
mended to  the  (lovernur  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the 
House  of  llcpresentatives.  from  the  senatorial  di.>trict  or  district* 
in  which  the  county  is  situated  :  and  if  either  of  the  persons  thus 
recomniciMled  shall  be  rejected  by  the  (Jovernor  or  the  Senate,  an- 
other person  shall  iiiniicdiately  be  recommended  as  aforesaid- 

10.  Each  court  shall  ap])oint  its  own  chrk,  who  shall  hold  his  of- 
fice during  good  behavior  :  but  no  person  shall  be  appointed  clerk, 
only  pro  tempore,  who  shall  not  produce  to  the  court  appointing 
him,  a  certificate  from  a  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals til  at  he  had  been  examined  by  their  clerk  in  their  presence, 
and  under  their  <lirection.  and  that  they  judge  him  to  be  well  quali- 
fied  to  execute  the  office  of  clerk  of  any  fourt  of  the  same  dignity 
with  that  for  which  he  oflfers  himself  They  shall  be  removable  for 
breach  of  good  behavior  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  only,  who  shall  be 
judges  of  the  fact  as  W(dl  as  of  the  law.  Two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  must  coiicur  in  the  sentence,  | 

1 1.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  and  signed 
by  the  Governor. 

12.  The  State  treasurer,  and  print^jr  or  printers,  for  the  oommon- 
wealth,  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  honsas 
of  the  General  Assembly  :  Providcfl,  that,  during  the  recess  of  the 
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i^unc,  the  Grovernor  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  which  may  hap- 
)ien  in  either  of  the  said  offices. 

ARTICLE  V. —  Concerning  Impea/Jiments. 

Sec.  I.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power 
uf  impeaching. 

2.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate ;  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation  ;  no 
person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present. 

3.  The  Governor  and  all  civil  officers  shall  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office  ;  but  judgment,  in  such  cases, 

,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualifi- 
catioxi  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  com- 
monwealth :  but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and 
subject  to  indictment,  trial  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

ARTICLE  \l.— General  PrormoM. 

Sjsc.  J.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  all  officers,  execu- 
tive ^'d  judicial,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : — ^  I  do 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be),  that  I  will  be  faith- 
ful and  true  to  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  so  long  as  I  con- 
tinue a  citizen  thereof,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  execute,  to  the  best 
of  my  abilities,  the  office  of ,  according  to  law." 

2.  Treason  against  the  commonwealth  shall  consist  only  in  levy- 
ing war  against  it.  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid 
and  comfort.  No  person  shall  bo  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the 
testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  own  confe.'^- 
sion  in  open  court. 

3.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  serving  as  a  Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  senator,  or  representative,  for  the  term  for 
which  ho  shall  have  been  elected,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having 
given  or  ofiered  any  bribe  or  treat  to  procure  his  election. 

4.  Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclude  from  office,  and  from  sufifrago, 
those  who  shall  thereafter  be  convicted  of  briberv,  perjury,  forgery, 
or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors.  The  privilege  of  free  suf- 
frage shall  oe  supported  by  laws  regulating  elections,  and  prohibit- 
ing, under  ade<(uate  penalties,  all  undue  influence  therou,  from  power, 
bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practices. 

5.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  pursuance 
of  appropriations  made  by  law,  nor  shall  any  appropriations  of 
money,  for  the  support  of  an  army,  be  made  for  a  longer  time  than 
one  year  ^  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  annually. 

6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  direct  by  law  in  what  manner,  and 
in  what  courts,  suits  may  be  brought  aga^st  the  commonwealth. 
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7.  Tlic  manner  of  ndniinUtoriiifr  an  oatli  or  affirmatiui)  Mbnll  .be 
mtli  af  in  nlll^'t  i-!in«isti'iit  icith  the  criiiKuipiicc  of  tlic  dtnioiiciit.  snd 
Bhall  be  e^tvpni  d  by  the  (jcncral  Ansembly  tlie  nioirt  soTuinn  appeal 
to  God. 

tji.  All  laWKwhii'li.onthcfirstday  of  June,  ouo  tbou8aii<lM.-%-uiilinu- 
ilr>'.d  and  iiinutj-t»i>,  were  in  ftm-u  ia  the  State  of  Virginia,  atiil  whieb 
are  of  a  gcnerul  nature,  and  not  local  tii  that  State,  and  not  roptig- 
nant  to  tmsCoin'tiluliiin.  n«r  to  the  luws  whieh  liavu  been  onacttvl 
by  the  LcgiKlBtnre  of  this  roiunioimcultb,  nIisiII  he  in  finH-e  witbiu 
ti\u  Slate,  until  they  xhalt  W  altered  or  repealed  by  tlio  Oeucrol 
Aiiitcmbly. 

V.  The  eonipuct  irith  the  State  of  Virginia,  ttnbjcct  to  such  aiter- 
atioiiB  an  mny  Iw  made  therein,  agreeably  to  the  mode  prescribi:nl  1^ 
the  Raid  compact,  s>h all  be  cun^idered  as  jiart  of  this-Coustitutum. 

10.  It  ithall  Iw  tbo  duty  of  the  (ienerul  Asscntbly  tn  piws-  sncfa 
lavs  an  may  be  ncL-c^!>ary  and  projK-r  tii  decide  diffcrancea  ^l^  arbi 
traton,  to  be  appointed  by  the  parties  who  may  chonsc  .(hftjpm 
mary  mode  of  ailjustnicnt. 

U.  All  civil  officers  for  the  coniinonwiialtb  at  large  sli.ill  residi' 
within  the  State :  ami  all  di.striet,  eounty  or  town  oflioerri,  irithiti 
their  rcBpective  districts,  counties,  or  towns  (trustosfs  of  townn  ex 
eeptcd).  and  shall  keep  their  respective  offices  at  sueli  ii1ul-C:i  tliereir 
as  may  be  rciiuireil  by  law  :  and  all  niilitin  officers  Ktiall  reoide  iti 
the  hounds  of  the  division,  bripidc,  rc^^inicut.  battalion,  or  eoinpsoT 
to  which  they  may  severally  belong, 

li.  The  Attorney-dcneral;  and  other  attorneys  for  this  common 
Tcaltb,  who  receive  a  iised  annual  salary  from  the  public   treasury 

d'udgcA.  and  clerks  of  Courts,  justiccx  of  the  peaee,  Hurrojors  d 
inUM,  and  all  commissioned  militia  officer^  Bhall  hold  their  respcc 
tivc  tAoeH  during  good  behavior,  and  the  oontiuuancc  of  their  re 
e  courts,  under  the  exceptions  contained  ii  " 
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fienera.]  Anscmblj  nf  tliiK  Com  ti  ton  wealth,  or  hold  or  exerNBO  bdj 
office  of  truxt.  or  profit,  under  tbe  same. 

18.  The  Gcncnl  ABxembly  shall  direct  by  lair  how  persona  who 
now  arc,  or  may  hereafter  become,  secaritjes  for  public  offioers,  may 
be  reliered  or  aiacharged  on  account  of  Bach  security  ship. 

ARTICLE  VlI—CoHi-^ning  Slata. 

Sr,r.  I.  Tbe  General  Assenibljr  ehall  have  no  power  to  paiu  luirs 
f.T  llic  cmaucipation  nf  slaves  without  the  consent  of  their  owners, 
Cir  nithuut  {laying  (hoir  owners,  previona  to  such  emancipation,  a 

full  eituivalent  in  m j,  for  tbc  slaves  bo  emancipated.     They  shall 

b.ivi.- n»  power  til  |<r<'\i'nt  emigrants  to  this  State  from  bringiog 
tvitli  th«m  »nc\\  yvis'ius  as  are  dccnied  bIbtcs  by  the  laws  of  any  of 
tliafl^AUed  HtaU;?,  sd  long  as  any  person  of  the  same  age  or  descrip- 
~  ~  '  UFfeontiiiued  in  slavery  by  the  laws  of  this  State.     They 

hwe  to  permit  the  owners  of  elavcs  to  emancipate  them, 
.  .,-„  e  rights  of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from  becoming 
a  charge  to  any  county  ifi  this  commonwealth.  They  shall  have  full 
power  to  prevent  slaves  being  brought  into  this  State  as  merchnD- 
dise.  They  shall  have  full  power  to  prevent  any  slaves  being 
brought  into  this  State,  who  have  been,  since  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  seveu  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  or  may  hereafter 
be,  imported  into  any  of  tlie  T'nitcd  States,  from  a  foreign  country. 
And  they  shall  have  full  power  to  pnss  such  laws  a.s  may  be  neces- 
sary to  oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity,  to 
proride  for  them  necessary  clothing  and  provision,  to  abstain  from 
ftll  injuries  to  them  cstending  to  life  or  limb,  and  in  ease  of  their 
neglect  or  refasal  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  suoh  laws,  to  have 
anoh  slave  or  slaves  sold  for  the  benefit  of  their  owner  or  qvners. 

'i.  In  the  prosecution  of  slaves  for  felony,  no  inquest  by  a  grand 
jury  ehiU  bo  necessary,  but  the  proceedings  in  such  prosecntionn 
nhall  be  regulated  by  law:  except  that  the  Oeneral  Assembly  shall 
have  no  power  to  deprive  them  of  tbe  privilege  of  an  impartial  trial 
by  a  petit  iurv. 

ARTICLE  VHI. 

The  scat  of  govcminent  shall  continue  in  the  town  of  Frankfort, 
until  it  shall  be  removed  by  law  :  provided,  however,  that  two-thirds 
of  ftll  the  members  elected  to  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  oonenr  in  the  passage  of  suoh  law. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Mi>de  of  Revinng  lAt  CotistUiUwn. 

When  experience  shall  point  out  the  necessity  of  amending  this 

Constitution,  and  when  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 

hoaso  of  thi  General  Assembly  shall,  within  the  first  twenty  dayit 

of  their  stated  annual  session,  concur  in  passing  a  Uw,  specifying 
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die  altoratioDi  intended  to  bo  made,  for  taking  the  scn^c  of 
fftoJi  people  of  thin  ^tute.  ELS  to  tlic  ntc^csxity  und  cxpcdimioy  of 
inf  B  Conventioa,  it  shall  be  tlic  duty  nf  the  Eevvral  slicrifTii 
uuer  roturniog  officers,  ut  the  aext  ^euernl  clcctinu  wltic-lt  lilia 
held  fi)r  rcpre^ntatirca  after  the  fuvBo^a  of  such  law,  to  upcQ  a 
for,  DDd  make  return  to  the  Secretory,  fur  the  time  being,  ot 
uHincD  of  all  those  entitled  to  vote  fur  repreEcntattvon.  wlio  hav 
ted  for  calling  a  ConTcntion  ;  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear 
a  majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  this  Slate  entitled  to  Totc  for  r 
Motuttves  have  ruted  for  a  Convention,  the  Cicncral  Assembly  ' 
direct  that  a.  similar  poll  nhall  be  opened  and  taken  for  the 
year  ;  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  njipear  that  a  majority  of  all 
dtiiens  of  thiii  State  entitled  to  vote  fur  representatives  hsTo  1 
for  a  Convention,  the  ficneral  A.sNonibly  shall,  at  their  next  sei 
call  a  Convention,  to  consist  of  as  niany  members  as  there  .sha' 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  no  more  ;  to  be  cliosea  ii 
Mme  manner  and  proportion,  at  the  xamc  places,  and  at  the 
lime,  that  representatives  are  by  eitiscns  entitled  to  vote  for  t 
sentativcs  ;  and  to  meet  within  three  months  after  the  said  clci 
for  the  purpose  of  re-adopting,  amending,  or  changing  this  Ci 
lutioD.  l)ut  if  it  shall  appear,  b^  the  vote  of  cither  year,  ns  i 
Kuid,  that  a  majority  of  all  the  citiicns  entitled  to  vote  for  rent 
tativcs  did  not  vote  for  a  Cunvcution.  a  Convention  shall  m 
.called. 

ARTICLE  X. 

That  the  general,  great,  and  ef<icntial  jirinciplea  of  libcrt- 
free  government  may  be  n^cognised  und  e.^tablished,  wc  dcclar 

Sec.  1.  That  all  free  men,  when  they  form  a  social  coinpnc 
eq^uol ;  and  that  no  man  or  set  of  men  are  entitled    to    oxoli 
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"6.  That  the  ancient  mode  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  held  saored, 
and  the  right  thereof  remain  inyiolate. 

7.  That  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  under* 
takes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  or  any  branch 
of  government ;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right 
thereof  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one 
X)f  the  invaluable  rights  of  man,  and  every  citizen  may  freely  speak, 
write,  and  print,  on  any  subject  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of 
that  liberty. 

8.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigating  the 
official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or  where  the 
matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof 
may  be  given  in  evidence ;  and  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the 
jui'y  Bhall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

9.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers, 
and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  seisures  and  searches ;  and  that 
no  warrant  to  search  any  place  or  to  seize  any  person  or  thing,  shall 
issue  without  describing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without 
probable  cause,  {supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

10.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  counsel ;  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  against  him :  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face ; 
to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor ;  and, 
in  pro8ecutiun.s  by  indictment  or  information,  a  speedy  public  trial, 
by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage  ;  that  he  cannot  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  against  himself;  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law 
of  the  land. 

1 1.  That  no  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  prooeeded 
against  criminally  by  information,  except  in  eases  arising  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces,  or  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war 
or  public  danger,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppression  or  misde- 
meanor in  office. 

12.  No  person  shall,  for  the  same  ofTenoe,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  his  life  or  limb,  nor  shall  any  man's  property  be  taken  or  applied 
to  public  use  without  the  consent  of  his  representatives,  and  with- 
out  just  compensation  being  previously  maae  to  him. 

13.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person  for  an  injxnry 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  reme- 
dy by  the  due  course  of  law ;  and  right  and  justice  administered 
without  sale,  denial,  or  delay. 

14.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  exercised,  unless 
by  the  Legislature  or  its  autliority. 

15.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

16.  That  all  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  securities, 
unless  for  capital  oflfenoes,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  presumption 
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great :  uid  the  priTiIeg«  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  sfamll  not  he 
suspended,  aDleaa  when  in  casea  of  rebellion  or  inraBioii,  the  pnblic 
afel;  may  require  it. 

17.  That  the  peraon  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  pre- 
Romption  of  iraud,  ah&ll  not  be  continued  in  prison  after  deliTcring 
up  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  euch  manner  as  Ahall 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

18.  That  DO  ez  post  fhcto  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  contracts, 
»h&ll  be  made, 

19.  That  no  person  shall  ba  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  by  the 
Legislature. 

'Id.  That  no  attuuder  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor,  ex- 
cept during  tlie  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  estate  to  the 
commonwealth. 

21.  Tbattheeatateaof  such  persona  as  shall  destroy  their  own  lives 
shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death  ;  and  if  any  per 
Hon  shall  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  by  r«a 
son  thereof 

22.  That  the  oitisens  have  a  right  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  ossem 
hie  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  inTestet 
with  the  powera  of  government  for  redresa  of  grievances  or  othc 
proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance. 

23.  That  the  rights  of  the  citizenB  to  bear  arms  in  defense  ol 
themselves  and  the  State  shall  not  be  questioned. 

24.  That  no  standing  anny  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  kept  u 
withont  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  militAry  shall  ij 
all  cases  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  oivil  powet 

25.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  bo  quartered  m  aa' 
house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  tiino  of  irar  bat  ii 
°  ■"•■""■'  to  be  prescribed  by  luf  ' 
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Onio  <■  the  mosL  popiiluUB,  wealth;  and  improved  Stale  west  or  (he  Alle- 
gfaaiiy  monniains.  The  first  white  setilcmenl  vm  mndc  in  1188,  yd  now  it 
i«  the  third  Slntc  in  the  anion  in  population.  In  1799  Ohio  formed  a  ter- 
rilnrial  fp)veramenl,  and  lu  1803  adupled  iu  Conittitalioit,  aod  was  admitted 
imo  the  oniim. 

Area,  40,000  an-  m.    Pop.  io  1840,  ?JC,TtU 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  anthuritj  of  this  State  aball  be  rested  in  » 
Oeoerttl  Assembly,  which  shall  cotisist  of  a  Setiate  and  House  af 
KeprcBentativeK,  both  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

2.  Within  one  year  after  the  first  meeting  of  tlie  General  Assembly, 
and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  four  years,  an  enumeration  of 
all  the  white  male  inhabitants  above  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall  be 
nado,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  The  number  of 
r^resentatives  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumera- 
tion, be  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  and  apportioDcd  among  the  several 
eonoties,  according  to  the  number  of  white  male  inhabitants  of  above 
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twvntj -one  ycara  of  ugo  iu  eooli ;  itnt)  Bliall  never  be  less  tliun  tut 
four  nor  greater  than  tliirtj-sis,  until  the  number  of  wliit<>  niul 
liabitantB  of  above  twenty-one  years  of  age  ehall  be  twciity-two  t, 
«3iiid  :  and  after  that  eveut,  at  aach  ratio  that  the  whole  numbe: 
representatives  shall  never  be  lesB  than  thirtj-aix,  nor  exceed  scraj 

3.  The  repretentativeH  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  tbccititciH 
each  county  respectively,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  vno  shall  not  Itavci 
tuiiied  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  be  a  citiien  of  the  tiuJh 
States,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State ;  shall  also  have  resided  wilhj 
the  liinita  of  the  county  in  which  be  shall  bo  chosen,  one  year  uei 
preceding  his  election,  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  paU: 
bnsiueia  of  the  United  Stat«a,  or  of  this  State,  and  shall  hare  pat 
a  State  or  county  tax. 

5.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  biennially,  by  qualified  voten  fo 
representatives  ;  and,  on  their  being  convened  in  consequence  of  A 
first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  by  lot  from  tbeir  respective  coin 
ties  or  districts,  as  near  as  can  be,  into  two  classes ;  the  seats  of  tL 
ixnators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  i4  tb 
first  year,  and  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sccow 
year  ;  so  that  one-half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  niay  be  choui 
annually  forever  thereafter. 

0.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  walii^ 
the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature  IJt 
apportioned  among  the  several  ooanties  or  districts  to  be  establiuhe 
by  law,  according  to  the  number  of  white  male  inhabitants  of  tb 
age  of  twenty-one  years  in  each,  and  shall  never  be  lesH  than  Oft 
tfiird  nor  more  than  one-half  of  tlie  number  of  representativM. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  a  senatnr  who  lias  not  arrived  at  the  ^< 
thirty  years,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  Unilfd  8ia'  '    "  ' 
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1  ] .  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  concurrenee 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
cause ;  and  shall  haye  all  other  powers  necessary  fur  a  branch  of  the 
Legislature  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

12.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  Governor  or  the 
person  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Governor,  shall  issue  writs  oF 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

13.  Senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same ;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate,  in  either  house,  they 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

14.  Each  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment,  during  their  ses- 
sion, any  person,  not  a  member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to 
the  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  their  pres- 
ence ;  provided  such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  any  one  time,  ei> 
ceed  twenty-four  hours. 

15.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole, 
shall  be  kept  open,  except  in  such  cases  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
house,  may  require  secrecy.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days,  nor  to  any  other 
place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

16.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  but  may  be  altered, 
amended,  or  rejected  by  the  other. 

17.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  different  days,  in  each  house, 
unless,  in  case  of  urgency,  three-fourths  of  the  house  where  such  bill 
is  80  depending  sliall  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this  rule : 
and  every  bill  having  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
speakers  of  their  respective  houses. 

18.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  he^^^Beii  enacted  by 
the  Gffi^ral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio." 

19.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  shall  not  allow  the  following 
officers  of  government  greater  annual  salaries  than  as  follows,  until 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  to  wit ;  the  Gover 
nor  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars ;  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  each ;  the  presidentB  of 
the  courts  of  common  pleas  not  more  than  eight  hundred  dollara 
each ;  the  Secretary  of  State  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars ; 
the  auditor  of  pubuc  accounts  not  more  than  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  treasurer  not  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollarB ;  no  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  more  than  two- 
dollars  per  day  during  his  attendance  on  the  Legislature!  nor  more 
for  every  twenty-five  miles  he  shall  travel  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  General  Assembly. 

20.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  offioe  under 
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this  State,  whiqb  Bhstll-Jiavo  biscn  created,  or  tbe   emolumonts  of 
which  eliall  liuvc  been  intTcasud.  during  such  time. 

'il.  No  niuncy  shall  be  dninn  from  the  treasury  but  In  conee- 
i[uence  of  nppropriationB  made  hy  law, 

■22.  An  aecurnte  state mc lit  of  the  receipts  and  expieniiitnres  of 
the  public  moneys  shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  tho  laws, 
aQOually. 

2H.  The  HouBC  of  ReprcBcntativca  ehall  have  the  solo  power  of 
impcucbingjbnt  a  majority  of  all  the  members  must  concur  in  an  im- 
peachment All  impenchmenU  shall  be  tried  by  tho  Senate,  and 
nken  sitting  for  that  purpoae,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation 
to  do  justice  according  to  law  and  evidence  ;  no  pcraoa  shall  be  con- 
victed without  th(!  eoiieurrcnec  of  two-thirda  of  oJl  tho  Bcnators. 

24.  The  Governor  and  all  other  civil  officers  under  this  State 
«hull  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  oSec  :  but 
judgment,  in  snch  coses,  shall  not  extend  farther  than  removal  from 
office,  and  diaiualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  proGt,  or  trust, 
under  this  State.  The  party,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shalli 
nevertheless,  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punUh- 
mont,  according  to  law. 

^5.  The  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  oommonce  on 
the  first  Tucijday  of  March  next ;  and  forever  after  the  General  Ai- 
HCiubly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  in  every  year, 
and  at  no  other  period,  unless  direeted  by  law,  or  provided  for  fay 
this  Constitution. 

26.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  secretary  of  State, 
Tittorney-general,  register,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  sberiff  or 
collector,  member  of  either  house  of  Congress,  or  person  holdinir  sny 
lucrative  office  under  the  United  States,  or  this  State,  provided  that 
''■c  appointments  in  the  militia,  or  justices  of  the  peace    shall  i 
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of  the  Cfcnerol  Assembly,  on  the  second  Taesday  oi  October,  at  the 
Mime  places  and  in  the  same  manner  that  they  shall  rcKpcctively 
vote  for  members  thereof.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  Gover- 
nor shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government, 
l)y  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly ;  the  person 
having  the  highest  nunil>er  of  votes  shall  be  Governor ;  but  if  two 
or  more  shall  be  etjual  and  highest  in  votes,  then  one  of  them  shall 
be  chosen  Governor  by  ioint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  the  General 
Assembly.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  determined 
by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

3.  The  first  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  first  Monday 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  and  until 
another  Governor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  to  office ;  and  for- 
ever after,  the  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  and  until  another  Governor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified : 
but  he  shall  not  be  eligible  more  than  six  years  in  any  term  of  eight 
years.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  and  have  been  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  twelve  years,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this 
State  four  years  next  preceding  his  election. 

4.  He  shall  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General  Assembly  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  government,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

5.  He  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  after 
conviction,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

6.  The  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished 
during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

7.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices,  and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed. 

8.  When  an  officer,  the  right  of  whose  appointment  is,  by  this 
ConstitutioD,  vested  in  the  General  Assembly,  shall,  during  the  re- 
cess, die,  or  his  office  by  anv  means  become  vacant,  the  Governor 
shall  have  power  to  fill  sucn  vacancy,  by  granting  a  commission, 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 

9.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly by  proclamation,  and  shall  state  to  them,  when  assembled, 
the  purpose  for  which  they  shall  have  been  convened. 

10.  He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United^tates. 

11.  In  cases  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with  respect 
to  the  time  of  adjournment,  the  Governor  shall  have  the  power  to 
adjoom  the  General  Assembly  to  such  time  is  he  thinks  proper 
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provided  it  be  not  a  period  beyond  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Leg- 
islature. 

12.  In  case  of  the  death,  impeachment,  resignation,  or  the  remo- 
val of  the  Governor  from  office,  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  shall 
exorcise  the  office  of  Governor  until  ho  be  acquitted,  or  another 
Goyernor  shall  be  duly  qualified.  In  case  of  impeachment  of  the 
iSpcakcr  of  the  Senate,  or  his  death,  remoTal  from  office,  resignation. 
or  abfctcnco  from  the  State,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  succeed  to  the  office,  and  exercise  the  duties  thereof,  until 
a  Governor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified. 

13.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  StutoH,  or  this  State,  shall  execute  the  office  of  Governor 

14.  There  shall  bo  a  Seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
Governor,  and  used  by  him  officially,  and  shall  bo  called  tne  Great 
Seal  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

15.  ^Vll  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  sealed  with  the  Seal,  signed  by  the 
Governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary. 

10.  A  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  appointed  by  a  joint  ballot  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Kcprcsentatives,  who  shall  continue  in  of- 
fice three  years,  if  he  shall  so  long  behave  himself  well.  He  shall 
keep  a  faii;  register  of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
Governor ;  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers, 
minutes,  and  vouchors,  relative  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the 
Lcgi.slaturo,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  assigned 
him  by  law. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Skc.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State,  l)oth  as  to  matters  of 
law  and  euuity,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  in  courts  of 
common  plea.'^  for  each  county,  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  in  suck 
other  courts  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time  to  time  establish. 

2.  The  Su])rcnie  (!ourt  shall  consi-st  of  three  judges,  any  two  of 
whom  .shall  be  a  quorum.  They  shall  have  original  and  appellate 
jurisdiction,  both  in  common  law  and  chancery,  in  such  cases  as 
shall  Ix;  directed  by  law  :  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  the  General  Assembly  from  adding  another  judge  to 
the  Supreme  Court  aftttr  the  term  of  five  years,  in  which  case  the 
jui]ge.s  may  divide  the  State  into  two  circuits,  within  which  any  tvo 
of  the  judges  may  hold  a  court. 

3.  The  several  courts  of  common  pleas  shall  consist  of  a  presideat 
:unfl  aH.s(»ciate  judges.  The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  three 
circuits:  there  shall  be  appointed  in  each  circuit  a  president  of  the 
courts,  who,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  shall  reside  therein 
Tltero  .shall  be  appointed  in  each  county  not  more  than  three  nor 
less  than  two  associate  judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in 
offices  shall  reside  therein.  The  president  and  associato  judges,  in 
their  respective  counties,  any  throe  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall 
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L'ompOM  the  court  of  common  pleas,  which  court  shall  have  common 
law  add  chancery  jurisdiction,  in  all  such  cases  as  shall  be  directed 
by  law ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
tu  prevent  the  Legislature  from  increasing  the  number  of  circuits 
and  presidents  after  the  term  of  five  years. 

4.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  court  of  common  pleas, 
Khali  have  complete  criminal  jurisdiction  in  such  cases  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  pointed  out  by  law. 

5.  The  court  of  common  pleas  in  each  county  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  probate  and  testamentary  matters,  granting  administra- 
tion, and  the  appointment  of  guardians,  and  such  other  eases  as 
r<hall  be  prescribed  bv  law. 

6.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  shall,  within  their  re- 
spective counties,  have  the  same  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
premo Court,  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  them,  and  the  like 
right  and  justice  to  be  done. 

7.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall,  by  virtue  of  their 
offices,  be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  State.  The  pres- 
idents of  the  court  of  common  picas  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices, 
be  conservators  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  circuits,  and  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  picas  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices, 
he  conservators  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  counties. 

8.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  presidents,  and  the  as- 
sociate judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  shall  be  appointed  by 
a  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall 
iiold  their  offices  fur  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  so  long  they  behave 
well.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  presidents  of  the 
coortfl  of  common  pleas,  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  ser- 
vices an  ade<{uate  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  shall  not 
lie  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office ;  but  they  shall  rc- 
( reive  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  authority  of  this  State  or  the  United  States. 

9.  Each  court  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  for  the  term  of  seven 
yean ;  but  no  person  shall  be  appointed  clerk,  except  pro  tempore, 
who  shall  not  produce  to  the  court  appointing  him  a  certificate  from 
a  majoritv  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  they  judge  him 
to  be  well  qualified  to  execute  the  duties  of  the  office  of  clerk  to  any 
cMmrt  of  the  same  dignity  with  that  for  which  he  ofibrs  himself. 
They  shall  be  removable  for  breach  of  good  behavior,  at  any  time, 
by  the  judges  of  the  respective  courts. 

10.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  be  held  once  a  year,  in  each  county: 
and  the  courts  of  common  pleas  shall  be  holden  in  each  county  at 
such  times  and  places  as  shall  bo  prescribed  by  law. 

1 1.  A  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  electors  in  each  township  in  the  several  counties, 
and  shall  continue  in  office  three  years ;  whoso  powers  and  duties 
shill  from  time  to  time  be  regulated  and  defined  by  law. 


oeding  the  election,  and  who  have  paid,  or  arc  charged  with. 
or  county  tas.  shall  onjoy  tho  rignt  of  an  elector  ;  but  nil 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the  count;  or  distriot  j 
he  shall  actnally  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

'2.  All  elnjtions  shall  be  b;  ballot. 

3.  Electors  shall,  id  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  or  b 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  dsring  their  attendanot 
tiuns.  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

4    The  Legislatare  shall  have  full  power  to  exclude  i 

Kivilege  of  electing,  or  being  elected,  any  person  conviotei 
Tj,  perjury,  or  any  other  in&mous  crime. 
5.  Nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall  be  so  oonstm 
prevent  white  male  persons,  above  the  age  of  twentT-one  y< 
are  compelled  to  labor  on  the  roads  of  their  respective  towi 
counties,  who  have  resided  one  year  in  the  State,  froni  ha 
right  of  an  elector. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  Captains  and  sabaltcma  in  the  militia  shall  be  el 
those  persons  in  their  respective  company  districts  mbjecl 
tary  duty. 

2.  Majors  shall  be  elected  by  the  captains  and  aabalten 
battalion. 

3.  Colonels  sliall  be  elected  by  the  majors,  captains,  anc 
cms  of  the  regiment. 

4.  Brigsdiera-gonoral  shall  be  elected  by  the  commiaaio: 
ceni  of  their  respective  brigades 

5.  MajorM-genoral  and  quartcr-mastcrs-general  shall  be  a] 
by  joint  Imllot  of  both  houncs  of  the  Legislatare. 

().  The  Governor  shall  appoint  the  adjutant-general.  The 
general  Khali  appoint  their  aids,  and  other  division  officer 
brigiidicrs  their  majors ;   the  brigade-majors  their  staff  offinf^r 
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and  the  captains  and  subalterna  their  non-commissioned  officers  and 
musicians. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

,  '  Sec.  1.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county  one  sheriff  and  one 
coroner,  by  the  citizens  tliereof  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly :  they  shall  be  elected  at  the  time  and  place 
0f  .holding -elections  for  members  of  Assembly  ;  they  shall  continue 
in  office  two  years  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  well,  and  until  suc- 
cessors be  chosen  and  duly  qualified :  Prm^itletL  that  no  person  shall 
be  eligible  as  sheriff  for  a  longer  term  than  four  years  in  any  term 
of  six  years. 

^^  The  State  treasurer  and  auditor  shall  be  triennially  appointed, 
by  a  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 

3.  All  town  and  towuship  officers  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
inhabitants  thereof  duly  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  As- 
sembly, at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 

4.  The  appointment  of  all  civil  officers,  not  otherwise  directed  by 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed 
by  law. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

Sec.  1.  Every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  to  any  of- 
fice of  trust  or  profit  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  shall,  befort* 
entering  on  the  execution  thereof,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  this  State,  and  also 
an  oath  of  office. 

2.  Any  elector  who  shall  receive  any  gift  or  reward  for  his  vote, 
in  meat,  drink,  money,  or  otherwise,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as 
the  law  shall  direct ;  and  any  person  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
give,  promise,  or  bestow  any  such  reward  to  be  elected,  shall  thereby 
be  rendered  incapable  for  two  years  to  serve  in  the  office  for  which 
he  was  elected,  and  be  subject  to  such  other  punishment  as  shall  Ik^ 
directed  by  law. 

3.  No  new  county  shall  bo  established  by  the  General  Assembly 
which  shall  reduce  the  county  or  counties,  or  either  of  them,  from 
which  it  shall  be  taken,  to  less  content-s  than  four  hundred  square 
miles,  nor  shall  any  county  Ikj  laid  off  of  less  contents.  Every  new 
county,  as  to  the  right  of  suffrage  and  representation,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  county  or  counties  from  which  it  was  taken 
until  entitled  by  numbers  to  the  right  of  representation. 

4.  Chillicothe  shall  be  the  seat  of  government  until  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ei<^ht.  No  money  shall  be  raised  until 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Legislature. 

5.  That,  ofter  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  when- 
erer  two-thirds  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  think  it  necessary  ti> 
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elfction.for  the  purpose  of  revising,  amending,  or  changing  : 
stitution.  But  no  alteration  of  this  Constitution  shall  e" 
place,  so  as  to  introduee  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  i 
State. 

G.  That  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  this  State  be  ascert 
is  declared,  that  they  are  as  hereaft^»r  ineutioiicd — that  U 
hounded  on  the  east  by  the  Pennsylvania  lino,  on  the  Snntl 
Ohio  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  great  Miami  river  ;  on  the 
the  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Grea 
aforesaid  ;  and  on  the  north  by  an  east  and  west  lino,  drawn 
the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  ruiniinf^  eaj 
intersecting  the  due  north  line  aforesaid,  from  the  inoutl 
< treat  Miami,  until  it  shall  intersect  Lake  Krie,  or  tho  tc 
line,  and  thence  with  the  same  thnmgh  Lake  Krie  to  the  \ 
vania  line  aforesaid :  J*rorif/*'fi,  always,  ancl  it  is  horoby  full 
stood  and  declared  by  this  Ocmvention.  that  if  tho  southc 
or  extreme  of  Lake  31ieliigan  should  extend  so  far  soutli.  th 
drawn  due  east  from  it  should  not  inters(»et  Lake  Krie, 
should  intersect  the  said  jjake  Krie  east  of  the  mouth  of  th 
river  of  the  lake.  then,  and  in  that  case,  with  the  assent  of 
gress  of  the  United  States,  the  northern  boundary  of  tl 
shall  be  established  by.  and  extendiMl  to.  a  tlirect  line,  runn 
the  southern  extremity  of  l^ake  Michigan,  to  the  nicst  t 
capi^  of  the  Miami  IJay.  after  intprs<?cting  the  due  north  li 
the  mouth  of  the  (ireat  Miami  river  as  aforesaid,  thence  i 
to  the  territorial  line,  and  by  the  said  territorial  line  to  tl 
sylvania  line. 

AUTICLE    VIIL 

That  the  general,  groat  and  essential  principles  of  lib* 
free  government  may  be  recognized,  and  forever  unalterabl 
lished.  we  declare. 


OHIO.  401 

they  hnve  at  all  limos  n  complete  power  to  alter,  reform,  or  aboluh 
their  government,  whenever  they  may  deem  it  neceBsary, 

ii.  There  shall  be  neither  slaYcry  nor  involuntary  servitude  in 
tiiiaSteto.  otherwise  than  for  the  punishment  of  erimes,  whereof  the 
~"  *     ■ebeen  duly  convicted;  nor  aholl  any  male  person, 

^ f  twenty-one  years,  nor  female  pcrsdn,  arrived  at 

n  years,  he  held  to  serve  any  person  as  a  servant 

pindeuturo.  or  otherwise,  nnlcss  snch  person  shall 

-'"""■  re  while  in  a  State  of  perfect  freedom,  and  on 

;  consideration,  received  or  to  bo  received  for 

btfiira  excepted.     Nor  shall  aiiy  indenture 

0  hereafter  mode  and  executed,  out  of  this 

is  State,  where  the  term  of  serrico  exceeds 

Hhe  least  validity,  except  those  given  in  the  case  of 

.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consoicnces  : 
that  no  human  authority  can  in  any  case  whatever  control  or  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  conscience  ;  that  no  man  shall  he  compelled 
to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of  worship,  ortomaintamany 
ministry,  against  his  consent ;  and  that  no  preference  shall  ever  lie 
given  by  law  to  any  religions  society  or  mode  of  worshn> :  and  no 
religious  test  shall  he  required  as  a  qualificativn  to  any  office  of  trust 
or  profit  But  religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  essentially 
necessary  to  the  government,  andthehappinessof  mankind,  schools, 
and  the  means  of  instruction,  shall  forever  be  encouraged  by  legislative 
provision,  not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  conscience. 

4.  Private  property  ought,  and  shall  ever  he  hqld  inviolate,  hut 
always  subservient  to  the  public  welfare,  provided  a  compensation  in 
money  be  made  to  the  owner. 

5.  That  the  people  nhall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers. 
and  possessions  from  all  unwarrantable  searches  and  seiiurcs ;  auci 
that  general  warrants,  whereby  an  officer  may  be  commanded  to 
Bearcb  suspected  places,  without  probable  evidence  of  the  foot  com. 
mitted,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons  not  named,  whose  offences 
■le  not  particularly  deHcribed,  and  without  oath  or  affirmation,  are 
dangerous  to  liberty,  and  shall  not  be  granted. 

6.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  he  open  and  free  to  every  citizen 
who  wishes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  any  branch  of  goveni- 
ment,  or  the  conduct  of  any  public  officer  ;  and  no  law  shEOl  ever 
restrain  the  right  thereof  Every  citisen  has  an  indisputable  ri^ht 
to  speak,  write,  or  print  upon  any  subjeot,  as  he  thinks  proper,  bein|^ 
Cable  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In  prosecutions  for  any  publi- 
cation  respecting  the  official  conduct  of  men  in  a  public  lOapocity,  or 
where  the  matter  published  is  proper  fiir  public  infoiyiation,  the 
truth  thereof  may  always  be  given  in  evidence ;  and  .in  all  indict- 
ments for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and 
the  &ots,  under  the  direction  of  the  Coort,  as  in  other  cases. 
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7.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy 
by  the  due  course  of  law ;  and  right  and  justice  administered  with- 
out denial  or  delay. 

8.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  inviolate.     ^  . 

9.  That  no  power  of  suspending  the  laws  shall  be  exercised,  UBleas 
by  the  Legi.slature.  '^^' 

10.  That  no  person  arrested  or  confined  in  jail  sballbe  treated 
with  unnecessary  rigor,  or  be  put  to  answer  any  crimiBaldittrgiQybat 
by  presentment,  indictment,  or  impeachment.         .•:*.#    :»••  ^  '•      -^^ 

11.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  4*i^lit  to*", 
be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  to  Ueniand  the^^.hatvAt  aitff'. 
cause  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  to  liave  a  copy  iheroof :  to 
meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face  ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  ob- 
taining witnesses  in  his, favor ;  and,  in  prosecutions  W  indictment 
or  presentment,  a  speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the 
county  or  district  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been  committed, 
and  snail  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself — nor 
shall  he  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  same  offence. 

12.  That  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties  unless 
for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption 
great,  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended,  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public 
safety  may  re^^uire  it. 

13.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  rec^uired,  excessive  fines  shall  not 
be  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

1 4.  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 
No  wise  Legislature  will  affix  the  same  punishments  to  the  crimes  of 
theft,  forgery,  and  the  like,  which  they  do  to  those  of  murder  and 
treason.  T\  hen  the  same  undistinguished  severity  is  exerted  against 
all  offences,  the  people  are  led  to  forget  the  real  distinction  in  the 
crimes  themselves,  and  to  commit  the  most  flagrant  with  as  little 
compunction  as  they  do  the  lightest  offences.  For  the  same  reasons, 
a  multitude  of  sanguinary  laws  are  both  impolitic  and  unjust :  tlie 
true  design  of  all  punishments  being  to  reform,  not  to  exterminate 
mankind. 

15.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  presumption 
of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison  after  delivering  up  his  es- 
tate for  the  benefit  of  his  creditor  or  creditors,  in  such  manner  as 
sliall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

1G.  'No  ex  post  fo do  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  the  validity  of 
^ntracta,  shall  ever  be  made ;  and  no  conviction  shall  work  connip- 
tion of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

17.  Tliat  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  transported  out  of  thu« 
State,  for  any  offence  committed  within  the  State. 

18.  That  a  freciuent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  government  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  blessings 
of  liberty. 


OHIO.  403 

19.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  assemble  together,  in  a  peace- 
able iiianiier,  to  consult  for  their  connnou  good,  to  instruct  their 
representatives,  and  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances. 

20.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms  for  the  defense  of 
themselves  and  the  State  ;  and  as  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace 
are  dangcroua  to  liberty,  they  shall  not  be  kept  up,  and  that  the 
military  shall  be  kept  under  strict  subordination  to  tiie  civil  power. 

21.  That  no  person  in  this  State,  except  such  as  are  employed  iu 
the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  militia  in  actual  service, 
shall  be  subject  to  corporeal. punishment  under  the  military  luw. 

22.  That  no  soldier  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  iu  the 
manner  prescribed  by 'low. 

23.  That  the  levying  taxes  bv  the  poll  is  grievous  and  oppressive  ; 
therefore,  the  Legislature  shall  never  levy  a  poll  tax  for  county  or 
State  purposes. 

24.  That  no  hereditary  emihimeiits,.  privileges,  or  honors  shall 
ever  be  granted  or  conferred  by  this  State. 

25.  That  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  (prevent  the  poor  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  and  townships  within  this  State,  from  an  equal  partici- 
pation in  the  schools,  academies,  colleges,  and  universities  witliin 
this  State,  which  are  endowed,  in  whole  «lr  in  part,  ti'om  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  donations  made  bv  the  United  States  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  and  colleges ;  and  the  doors  of  the  said  schools,  acad- 
emies, and  universities  shall  be  open  for  the  reception  of  scholars, 
students,  and  teachers  of  every  grade,  without  anv  distinction  or 
preference  whatever,  contrary  to  the  intent  for  which  the  said  dona- 
tions were  made.  « 

26.  That  laws  shall  be  passed  b^  the  Legislature  which  shall  se- 
cure to  each,  and  every  denomination  of  religious  societies,  in  each 
surveyed  township,  which  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  formed  in  the 
State,  an  equal  participation,  according  to  their  number  of  adhe- 
rents, of  the  profits  arising  from  the  land  granted  by  Congress  for 
the  support  of  religion,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  or  act  of  Congress 
making  the  appropriation. 

27.  That  every  association  of  persons,  when  regularly  formed 
within  this  State,  and  having  given  themselves  a  name,  may,  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Legislature,  be  entitled  to  receive  letters  of  incorjM)- 
ration,  to  enable  them  to  hold  estates,  real  and  personal,  f^r  tlio 
support  of  their  schools,  academies,  colleges,  universities,  and  other 
purposes.  * 

28.  To  guard  against  the  transgression  of  the  high  powers  which 
we  have  delegated,  we  declare,  that  all  powers  not  hereby  delegated 
remain  with  the  people. 
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hctu-cPD  Prnnce  and  Enf^ilbil.  in  ITIS.  it  ci>ine  into  the  hanils  of  Kncland.  In 
nitT,  the  United  StnK!!i  loub  pnuMnim  of  Vincennes,  and  erertrd  a  )brt  doiIif 
npjhislti;  bank-  of  lli>^  rim,  t.»  a  iMiliMe  B^itiFt  Ih<?  sav-nns.  This  CDimirv 
KulUnHl  miii:h  tium  ihi;  Indiana dnriiifr the  1at>t  vdt  vithtinat  Britain;  bui 
iliHV  wi'H-  (U'klitrd  hv  the  Ainorii-nni'i  unilor  Ucn.  William  H.  Horrifon,  in  s 
LJ-Vli-  Lali'ie  nr  TiNMcauiK.  This  Str  Ir  wari  a  part  of  Iho  North- Wcsi  T^^ 
|-i:>irv'  uiili)  ISiV),  Vti'.-ti  it  fiiniinl  ii  tn-ritoii;:'.  Li'ivcrninent.  It  becime  a  Slaw  'a 
Hlli.  aii.l  at!'ii>ti.'d  ii»  (>D!>tlluliiiti. 
Aii-a,  :H'i,!K)i)  H).  m.    Pop.  In  1^1 1,  (H^Hoii. 

CONSTITUTION. 

AUTICLK  I. 
*  Siu'.  I.  Thnt  till' general,  (;reat,an<l  GHBentUl  principles  of  libertT 
anil  free  goremincnt  maybe  rccngniiod  and  unalterably  established, 
VFc  declare :  tbat  nil  tiion  arc  born  equally  free  and  independent, 
and  bavo  certain  nntural.  inbcrL'iit,  and  inalienable  rigbta  ;  among 
vbich  arc,  tlie  siijoyinf!  nii<l  dtfciiding  life  and  liberty,  and  of  ac- 
quiring, pnpsca.-itig.  and  j-roleetiiig  property,  and  pursuing  and  ob- 
taining bappinrm  and  Knfciy. 
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2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  free  govern- 
ments are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  their  peace, 
safety,  and  happiness :  for  the  advancement  of  these  ends,  they  have 
at  all  times  an  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter  or  reform 
their  government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

3.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences : 
that  no  man  shall  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any 
place  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry,  against  his  consent : 
that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control  or  inter- 
fere w^ith  the  rights  of  conscience ;  and  that  no  preference  shall 
ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious  societies  or  modes  of  worship  ; 
and  no  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any  of- 
fice of  trust  or  profit. 

4.  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

5.  That  in  all  civil  cases,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  and  in  all  criminal  cases  except  in 
petit  misdemeanors,  which  shall  be  punishable  by  fine  only,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  dollars,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  pre- 
scribe by  law,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

6.  That  no  power  of  suspending  the  operation  of  the  laws  shall 
be  exercised,  except  by  the  Legislature  or  its  authority. 

7.  That  no  man's  particular  services  shall  be  demanded,  or  pro- 
perty taken  or  ap])lied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  re- 
presentatives, or  without  a  just  compensation  being  made  therefor. 

8.  The  rights  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  elFucts,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall 
\iot  be  violated  ;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause, 
t>upported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  tlie 
place  to  be  searched,  and  the  person  or  things  to  be  seized. 

9.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  or  any 
branch  of  government ;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain 
the  right  thereof  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opin- 
ions is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man  ;  and  every  citizen  may 
freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for 
the  abuse  of  that  liberty. 

10.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigating  the 
official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or  where  the 
matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof 
may  be  given  in  evidence ;  and,  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the 
jury  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

1 1.  That- all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have* reme- 
dy by  the  due  course  of  law,  and  right  and  justice  administered 
irithout  denial  or  delay. 

12.  That  no  person  arrested  or  confined  in  jail  shall  be  treated 
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witL  uaoGcesBarj  rigor,  or  be  pnt  to  answer  any  crimiiial  charge, 
but  by  presuutmont,  indictmcut,  or  impeachmeat. 

1 3.  That,  in  al\  criniiual  prosecutions,  the  accused  bath  a  right  to 
be  heard  by  biniHclf  und  conusul,  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  agniiist  him,  aud  to  have  a  copy  thereof;  to  meet 
the  witncBsoa  ftico  to  face  ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
witnesses  in  his  favor ;  and  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  pre- 
sentiucat,  a  speedy  public  trial  bj  an  impartial  jury  of  the  county 
or  district  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  and  shall 
not  be  oompcDeJ  to  give  evidence  against  himself  nor  shall  be  twin 
put  in  jeopardy  fi>r  the  same  offence,  - 

14.  That  alt  persons  shall  be  boihible  by  sufficient  soretica,  nii' 
less  for  capital  offences,'  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presump- 
tion great :  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  nol 
be  suspended,  unlcsi',  in  cose  of  rebellion  or  invaaion,  the  paHic 
safety  nmy  reijuirc  it. 

15.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required  ;  excessive  fines  shall 
not  be  imposed ;  nor  druel  and  nnusoal  puniahuients  inflicted. 

IC.  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the  of- 
fence, 

ir.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  strong  presump- 
tion of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in  prison  after  delivering  up 
his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditor  or  creditors,  Id  such  miti- 
ncr  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law, 

18,  No  rx  post  faclo  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  the  validity  of 
contracts,  shall  ever  lie  made;  and  no  conviction  shall  work  corrup- 
tion of  blood,  nor  forfeiture  of  estate. 

19,  That  the  people  liave  a  right  to  assemble  together,  in  a  peice- 
able  manner,  to  consult  for  their  common  good,  to  instruct  their  re- 
presentatives, and  to  apply  to  the  Lcgisiaturo  for  redress  of  g 
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three  distinct  departments,  aud  each  of  them  be  confided  to  a  sepa- 
rate body  of  magistracy,  to  wit :  Those  which  are  legislative,  to 
one  ;  those  which  are  executive,  to  another  ;  and  those  which  are  ju- 
eiary,  to  another  :  And  no  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  being  of 
one  of  those  departments,  shall  exercise  any  power  properly  attached 
to  either  of  the  others  except  in  the  instances  herein  expressly  per- 
mitted. 

ARTICLE   III. 

Sec.  1:  The  legislative  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in 
a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  l)oth  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

2.  The  (xcueral  Assembly  may,  within  two  years  after  their  first 
meeting,  and  shall,  in  the  your  eighteen  hundred  aud  twenty,  and 
every  subsequent  term  of  five  years,  cause  an  enumeration  to  be 
made  of  all  the  white  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  The  number  of  representatives  shall,  at  the  several  periods 
of  making  such  enumerations,  be  fixed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  white  mule  inhabitants  above  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  each ; 
and  shall  never  be  le.s.«^  than  twenty-five,  nor  greater  than  thirty-six, 
until  the  number  of  white  male  inhabitants,  above  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  shall  be  twenty-two  thousand ;  and  after  that  event,  at  such 
ratio  that  the  whole  number  of  representatives  shall  never  be  less 
than  thirty-six,  nor  exceed  one  hundred. 

3.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  the  qualified 
electors  of  each  county  respectively,  on  the  first  Monday  of  August. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  unless  he  shall  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State ;  shall  also  have  re- 
sided within  the  limits  of  the  county  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen 
one  year  next  preceding  his  election,  if  the  county  shall  have  been 
80  long  erected ;  but  if  not,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
counties  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken,  unless  he  shall  have 
been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  thLs 
State,  and  shall  have  paid  a  State  or  county  t&^ 

5.  The  seltiators  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  August,  by  the  qualified  voters  for  representatives  ;  and,  on 
their  being  convened  in  consequence  of  the  first  election,  they  shall 
be  divided  by  lot  from  their  respective  counties  or  districts,  as  near 
as  can  be,  into  three  classes ;  tne  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  and  the  se- 
eond  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year ;  and  of  the  third 
class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year ;  so  that  one-third  thereof, 
as  near  as  possible,  may  be  annually  chosen  for  ever  thereafter. 

h.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  mak- 
ing the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  bjr  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  or  districts  to 
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be  established  by  law,  according  to  the  number  of  white  male  inhab- 
itants, of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  each,  and  shall  never  be 
less  than  one-third,  nor  more  tlian  one-half  of  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

7.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  unless  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
and  shall,  next  preceding  the  election,  have  resided  two  years  in 
this  State,  the  last  twelve  months  of  which,  in  the  county  or  district 
in  which  he  may  bo  elected,  if  the  county  or  district  shall  have  been 
so  long  erected ;  but  if  not,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or' 
counties,  district  or  districts,  out  of  which  the  same  shall  have  been 
taken  ;  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of 
the  United  States,  or  this  State,  and  shall  moreover  have  paid  a 
State  or  county  tax. 

8.  The  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a 
speaker  and  its  other  officers ;  and  the  Senate  shall  choose  its  officers, 
except  the  president ;  and  each  shall  be  judges  of  the  qualifications 
and  elections  of  its  members,  and  sit  upon  its  own  adjournments ; 
two-thirds  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  busiuesri: : 
but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  tb.c 
attendance  of  absent  members. 

9.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish 
them.  The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  on  any  question,  shall, 
at  the  request  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

10.  Any  one  member  of  either  house  shall  have  liberty  to  dissent 
from  and  protest  against  any  act  or  resolution  which  lie  ma}-  tliiuk 
injurious  to  the  public,  or  any  individual  or  individuals,  and  Lave 
the  reason  of  his  dissent  entered  on  the  journals. 

1 1.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  prcxjcedings.  pun- 
ish its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence 
of  two-tliirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  .same 
cause ;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers  ncccs.sary  for  a  branch  of 
the  Legi.*<lature  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

12.  AVhen  vaeancies  happen  in  cither  branch  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, the  Governor,  or  the  pcr.**on  exercising  the  power  of  Gov- 
ernor, shall  is.sue  writs  of  election  to  fill  .such  vacancies. 

VS.  Senators  and  Representatives  shall,  in  all  case.<»  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  General  As.'^embly,  and  in  going  to  or  returning  from 
the  same;  and  for  any  .speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they  shall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

14.  Kach  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment,  during  their  ses- 
sion, any  person,  not  a  member,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to 
the  house,  by  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  their  pres- 
ence:  Provided,  such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  any  one  time,42x- 
ceed  twenty -four  hours. 

15.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole,_shall 
be  kept  open,  except  in  such  cases  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house, 
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maj  require  secrecy.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
the  other,  adjouru  for  more  than  two  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  Iiouses  shall  be  sitting. 

16.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  but  may  be  altered, 
amended,  or  rejected  by  the  other. 

17.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  different  days  in  each  house, 
unless,  in  case  of  urgency,  two-thirds  of  the  house  where  such  bill 
may  be  depending  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this 
^ule ;  and  every  bill,  having  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by 
the  president  and  speaker  of  their  respective  houses. 

m.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be, ''  Be  U  macled  hy 
the  General  Assembly  of  tJie  SUUe  of  Indiana. 

19.  AH  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of" 
Representatives,  but  the  Senate  may  amend  or  reject  as  in  other 

20.  No  person  holding  any  office  under  the  authority  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State,  militia  officers  except- 
ed, shall  be  eligible  to  a  scat  in  cither  branch  of  the  General  As^ 
scmbly,  unless  he  resign  his  office  previous  to  his  election ;  nor  shall 
any  member  of  cither  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  during  the 
time  for  which  he  is  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  office,  the  appoint- 
ment of  which  is  vested  in  the  General  Assembly :  Provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any 
member  of  the  first  session  of  the  first  General  Assembly  from  ac- 
cepting any  office  that  is  created  by  this  Constitution,  or  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  the  salaries  of  which  are  estab- 
lished. 

21.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

22.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
public  monev  shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  the  laws,  at 
every  annual  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

23.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeaching,  but  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  must  concur 
in  such  impeachment.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  bv  the  Sen- 
ate, and  when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon 
oath  or  affirmation  to  do  justice  according  to  law  and  evidence ;  no 
person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of 
all  the  senators  elected. 

24.  The  Governor,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  State,  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of,  treason, 
bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  ;  but  judgment  in 
8uch  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  removal  from  office,  and 
disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  under 
this  Stato.  The  party,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shall  never- 
theless be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment  ac- 
cording to  law. 

25.  The  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  commence  on 
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AllTlULK  IV. 
Skc.  1.  The  supreme  esecutire  power  of  this  State  sLall  1 
in  a  Governor,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  Stal 

•2.  The  Governor  chall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  clectoi 
first  Monday  in  August,  at  tiio  places  where  they  nhall  res] 
vote  for  representatives  thereof.  The  returns  of  crery  ele> 
Governor  ahull  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of 
nieiit,  directed  tn  the  Epcaber  of  the  House  of  RepreBcTitati 
shall  open  and  publish  them  in  presence  of  both  housea  of 
eral  Asiiemhly ;  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  vu 
be  Governor :  bnt  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  highest 
one  of  them  shall  bo  chosen  Governor  by  the  joint  vote  of  t 
hers  of  both  Houses.  Contested  elections  shall  be  dctermi) 
committee  to  be  selected  from  botli  houses  of  the  Qpneral  A 
and  formed  and  regulated  in  such  umnner  as  shall  be  del 
by  law. 

3.  The  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  during. three  yea 
and  after  the  third  day  of  the  first  session  of  theOeneral  A 
next  ensuing  this  election,  and  until  a  sueeeasor  shall  be  ofai 
(Qualified;  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  holding  it  longer  I 
years  in  any  terra  of  nine  years, 

4.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  and  shall  haT< 
citizen  of  the  United  States  for  ten  years,  and  have  resides 
State  five  years  next  preceding  hia  election  ;  unless  he  ah 
been  absent  on  the  business  of  this  State  or  of  the  United 
Provided,  that  this  shall  not  disqualify  any  person  from  the 
Governor,  who  shall  be  a  citisen  of  the  United  States,  and  si 
resided  in  the  Indiana  territory  two  years  next  preceding  t 
tion  of  this  Constitution. 

5.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  any  offic 
'  's  State,  shall  exercise  the  ofiBce  of  C 
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personally  in  the  field,  unless  he  shall  be  advised  so  to  do  by  a  reso- 
lation  of  the  General  Assembly. 

8.  He  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  appoint  and  commission  all  officers,  the  appointment  of 
which  is  not  otherwise  directed  by  this  Constitution  ;  and  all  offices 
which  may  be  created  by  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  filled  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 

9.  Vacancies  that  may  happen  in  offices,  the  appointment  of  which 
is  vested  in  the  Governor  and  Senate,  or  in  the  (xeneral  Assembly, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  during  the  recess  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, by  granting  commissions  that  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
next  session. 

10.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

11.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relative  to  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices. 

1*2.  He  sliall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General  Assembly  in- 
formation of  the  afikirs  of  the  State,  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

13.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly at  the  seat  of  government,  or  at  a  different  place  if  that  shall 
have  become,  since  their  last  adjournment,  dangerous  from  an  enemy, 
or  from  contagious  disorders  ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between 
the  two  houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn 
them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  time  of 
tho  next  annual  session. 

1 4.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

15.  A  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  chosen  at  every  election  for 
a  Governor,  in  the  same  manner,  continue  in  office  for  the  same  time, 
and  possess  the  same  qualifications.  In  voting  for  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor,  the  electors  shall  distinguish  whom  they  vote 
for  as  Governor,  and  whom  as  Lieutenant-Governor. 

16.  He  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  President  of  the  Senate  : 
have  a  right,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  debate,  and  vote 
on  all  subjects,  and  when  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  to  give  the 
casting  vote. 

17.  In  case  of  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal  from 
office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  authority 
appertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  until  another  be  duly  quali- 
fied, or  the  Governor  absent  or  impeached  shall  return  or  be  acquit- 
ted. 

18.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Senate  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as  President 
for  that  occasion.  And  if,  durine  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, the  Lieutenant-Gi}vernor  snail  be  impeached,  removed  from 
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oflBce,  refuse  to  qualify,  resign,  die,  or  bo  absent  from  the  Stato.  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern,  shall,  in  like  manner,  administer 
the  government,  until  he  shall  be  superseded  by  a  Gbvernor  or  Lieu- 
tonant-Govurnor.  The  Lieutenant-Uovomor,  while  he  acts  as  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate,  shall  receive  for  his  services  tlie  same  compen- 
sation which  shall,  for  the  same  period,  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  no  more :  and  during  the  time 
he  administers  the  government,  as  (.« over  nor,  shall  receive  the  same 
eompens*ation  which  the  (lovernor  would  have  received  and  been  en- 
titled to,  had  he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no 
more. 

19.  The  President  pro  tempore  of  the  SenattJ,  during  the  time  he 
administers  the  government,  shall  receive,  in  like  manner,  the  same 
compensation  which  the  Governor  would  have  received  hid  be  been 
employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no  more. 

20.  If  the  Lieut-enant-Ciovenior  shall  be  called  upon  to  administer 
the  government,  aiid  shall,  while  in  such  administration,  resign,  die. 
or  be  absent  from  the  State,  during  tlie  recess  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  for  the 
time  being,  to  convene  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a 
President  pro  tempore. 

'21.  A  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  chosen  by  the  joint  ballot  of 
both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  be  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,  for  four  years,  or  until  a  new  secretary  be  chosen  and  qual- 
ified. He  shall  keep  a  fair  register,  and  attest  all  the  official  acti? 
and  proceedings  of  the  Governor  ;  and  shall,  wlien  required,  lay  the 
same,  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers,  relative  tberoto,  before 
either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  shall  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  bcj  en i« lined  him  by  law. 

2-^.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  shall  be  presented  t^)  the  Governor;  if  he  approve,  he 
shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it.  with  his  objections,  to 
the  house  in  which  it  sliall  have  ori^rinated.  who  shall  enter  the  ob- 
jections  at  large  upon  tiieir  journals,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it: 
if,  after  such  reconsideration,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  electcl 
to  that  liouse  shall  a«rree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  if  aj»proved  }>y  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
that  h()UHf\  it  shall  hi;  a  law  ;  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both 
houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
per.*ons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  (iovernor  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall 
liave  be(Mi  p^e^ented  to  him.  it  shall  l>e  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if 
lie  had  signed  it:  uide.ss  the  General  Assembly,  by  its  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return,  in  which  ca.se  it  shall  be  a  law,  unless  sent  back 
within  thri-e  days  after  their  ne.Kt  meeting. 

23.  Every  resolution,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  both  houses 
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luaj  be  necessary,  sluill  be  presented  to  the  Goyernor,  and  before  it 
shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him  ;  or,  being  disapproved,  shall 
Ixi  repast^od  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses, 
according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 

24.  There  shall  be  elected,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  the 
General  Assembly,  a  treasurer,  and  auditor,  whose  powers  and  du- 
ties shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  who  shall  hold  their  offices  three 
years,  and  until  their  successors  be  appointed  and  qualified. 

'25.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county,  by  the  qualified  elec- 
tors thereof,  one  sheriff,  and  one  coroner,  at  the  times  and  places 
of  holding  elections  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly.  They 
shall  continue  in  office  two  years,  and  until  successors  shall  be  cho- 
sen and  duly  qualified :  Provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  sheriff  more  than  four  years  in  any  term  of  six  years. 

26.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
Governor,  and  used  by  himself  officially,  and  shall  be  called  the  seal 
ofth^  Si^Ue  of  Luliatui. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  judiciary  power  of  this  State,  both  as  to  matters  of 
law  and  equity,  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  in  circuit 
courts,  and  in  such  other  inferior  courts  as  the  General  Assembly' 
may,  from  time  to  time,  direct  and  establish. 

2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  three  judges,  any  two  of 
whom  shall  form  a  quorum,  and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction 
only,  which  shall  be  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  State,  under 
huch  restrictions  and  regulations,  not  repugnant  to  this  Constitu- 
tion, as  may.  from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed  by  law :  Provided 
nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  giving  the  Supreme  Court  original  jurisdiction 
in  capital  cases  and  cases  in  chancery,  where  the  president  of  the 
circuit  court  may  be  interested  or  prejudiced. 

3.  The  circuit  courts  shall  consist  of  a  president  and  two  associate 
judges.  The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  three  circuits,  for 
each  of  which  a  president  shall  be  appointed,  who,  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office,  shall  reside  therein.  The  president  ana  associate 
judges,  in  their  respective  counties,  shall  nave  common  law  and 
chancery  jurisdiction,  as  also  complete  criminal  jurisdiction,  in  all 
such  cases,  and  in  such  manner,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  The 
president  alone,  in  the  absence  of  the  associate  judges,  or  the  presi- 
dent and  one  of  the  associate  judges,  in  the  absence  of  the  other, 
ahall  be  competent  to  hold  a  court,  as  also  the  two  associate  judges, 
in  the  absence  of  the  president,  shall  be  competent  to  hold  a  court, 
except  in  capital  oases,  and  cases  in  chancery :  Provided,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  General  Assembly  from  in- 
creasing the  number  of  the  circuits  and  presidents,  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  state  may,  from  time  to  time,  require. 

4.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  circuit  and  other  infe- 
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rior  coui'ts,  sbiill  hold  their  offices  during  the  term  of  seveii  years, 
if  they  shall  so  long  behave  well,  and  shul,  at  stated  times,  receive 
for  their  ser\'ice8  a  compensation  which  shall  not  bo  diminished  dur^ 
iug  their  continuance  in  office. 

5.  TIic  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  of- 
fices, be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  toe  State,  as  also  the 
presidents  of  tlic  circuit  courts  in  their  respective  circuits,  and  the 
associate  judges  in  their  respective  counties. 

6.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  hold  its  sessions  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, at  such  times  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law ;  and  the  cir- 
cuit courts  shall  be  held  in  the  respective  counties  as  may  be  direct- 
ed by  law. 

7.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  appointed  bj  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  The 
presidents  of  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of 
both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  associate  judges 
of  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  in  their 
respective  counties. 

8.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk ;  and  the  clerks 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  in  the  several  counties,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  electors  in  the  several  counties,  but  no  person  shall  be  eli- 
gible to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  in  anv  county,  nnlees 
lie  shall  first  have  obtained  from  one  or  more  of  the  judees  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  from  one  or  more  of  the  presidents  of  the  cir- 
cuit courts,  a  certificate  that  he  is  qualified  to  execute  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent  the  circuit  courts  in  each  county  from  ap- 
pointing a  clerk  pro  tem.  until  a  qualified  clerk  may  be  duly  electea : 
And  provided  also,  that  the  said  clerks  respectively,  when  qualified 
and  elected,  shall  hold  their  offices  seven  years,  and  no  longer,  unless 
reappointed. 

0.  All  clerks  shall  be  removable  by  impeachment,  as  in  other 
cases. 

10.  When  any  vacancies  happen  in  any  of  the  courts,  occasioned 
by  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  from  office,  of  any  judge  of  the 
Supreme  or  circuit  courts,  or  any  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  courts,  a 
successor  shall  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  herein  before 
proscri})ed,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  period  which  his  prcde- 
cessior  had  to  serve,  and  no  longer,  unless  reappointed. 

1 1.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be,  The  State  of  Indiana.  All 
prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  State  of  Indiana ;  and  all  indictments  shall  conclude,  againtt 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

V2.  A  competent  number  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be 
elected  by  the  (]ualified  electors  in  each  township  in  the  several 
connties,  and  .shall  continue  in  office  five  years,  if  they  shall  so  long 
behave  well ;  who.se  powers  and  duties  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
rcgiilated  and  defiuea  by  law. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

Sec.  1 .  In  all  elections  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  this  Con- 
stitution, every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  who  has  resided  in  the  State  one 
year  immediately  preceding  such  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
in.  the  county  where  he  resides  ;  except  such  as  shall  be  enlisted  in 
tli6  army  of  the  United  States,  or  their  allies. 

2^'  ^  elections  shall  be  b^  ballot :  provided,  that  the  General 

;    Afsaeiqhlj  may,  (if  they  deem  it  more  expedient.)  at  their  session  in 

•*^   ttgktoeh  Jiundred  and  twenty-one,  change  the  mode,  so  as  to  vote 

vii:a'voce ;  after  which  time  it  shall  remain  unalterable. 
"  .     3.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  free  from  arrest  in  going  to,  daring  their  attendance 
atijand  in  returning  home  from,  elections. 

4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  full  power  to  exclude  from 
electing,  or  being  elected,  any  person  convicted  of  any  infamous 
cnme. 

5.  Nothing  in  this  article  shall  bo  so  construed  as  to  prevent  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stak'S,  who  were  actual  residents  at  the  time  of 
adopting  this  Constitution,  and  who,  by  the  existing  laws  of  this 
terntory,  are  entitled  to  vote,  or  persons  who  have  been  absent  from 
home  on  a  visit  or  necessary  business,  from  the  privileges  of.  elec- 
tors. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

Sec.  1.  The  militia  of  the  State  of  Indiana  shall  consist  of  all 
free,  able-bodied  male  persons,  (negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians  ex- 
cepted,) resident  in  the  said  State,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five  years ;  except  such  persons  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  may 
be,  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State  ;  and 
shall  be  armed,  equipped,  and  trained,  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide  by  law. 

2.  No  person  or  persons,  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bear- 
ing arms,  shall  be  compelled  to  do  militia  duty :  provided,  such 
person  or  persons  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  such  exemption ; 
which  equivalent  shall  be  collected  annually,  by  a  civil  officer,  and 
be  hereuter  fixed  by  law ;  and  shall  be  equal,  as  near  as  may  be,  to 
the  lowest  fines  assessed  on  those  privates  in  militia  who  may  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  perform  military  duty. 

3.  Captains  and  subalterns  shall  be  elected  by  those  persons  id 
tiiek  respective  company  districts  who  are  subject  to  perform  militia 
duty;  and  the  captain  of  each  company  shall  appoint  the  non-com- 
■lissioned  officers  to  said  company. 

4.  Mjkjors  shall  be  elected  d^  those  persons  within  the  bounds  of 
their  respective  battalion  distncts,  subject  to  perform  militia  duty ; 
and  colonels  shall  bo  elected  by  those  persons  within  the  bomnds  of 
th^tr  respective  regimental  districts,  subject  to  perform  militia  duty 
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r>.  BrigadierB-general  shall  be  elected  by  the  commiuioned  officer* 
within  the  bounds  of  their  rospcotive  bngadeB,  and  majoTB-genenl 
Gtiall  be  elected  by  the  eommisBioned  offieers  within  the  bocndi  of 
their  respective  diviaionfl. 

6.  Troops  aiul  squadrons  of  cavalry  and  companiea  of  utiDOT, 
riflemen,  grenadiers,  or  liffht  infantry,  may  be  formed  in  the  aid 
Stiite,  in  8uch  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law  :  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  every  troop  or  wiaadron  of  cavalry,  cuuipnii;  nf  ariillerv, 
riflemen,  grenadiers,  or  light  inftntry,  which  niny  iierv^fter  it 
fomied  within  the  said  Ststc,  shall  elect  their  nivn  (ilficers.  '   '~ 

7.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  the  adjutant-gen,Rrai  H. 
master-general  and  also  his  aids-decamp, 

@.  dlajors-gcneral  Hhall  appniut  their  aids-dircitinp.  i 
division  staff -officers :  brigadicrH-general  shall  rfpnoint  tl 
niajori*,  and  all  other  brigade  staff-officers ;  and  colonel^kl 
their  regimental  staff-officers. 

9.  All  militia  ofiiccrs  shall  be  commissioned  by  the 
shall  hold  their  commissions  during  good  behavior,  or  nntil  tbey 
shall  arrive  at  tlic  age  of  sixty  years. 

10.  The  Oeneral  Asxenibly  shnll.  by  law.  fix  the  method  of  divid- 
ing the  militia  of  the  Stale  into  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  b>^ 
talions,  and  companies,  and  shall  also  fix  the  rank  of  all  staff-officen 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
Every  twelfth  year  after  this  Constitution  shall  have  taken  effect, 
at  the  general  election  held  fur  the  (rovemor.  there  shall  be  a  poll 
opened,  in  which  the  qualified  doctors  of  the  State  shall  exprew. 
by  vote,  whether  they  are  in  fiivor  of  calling  a  convention  or  not; 
and  if  there  should  be  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  at  snch  elec- 
tion, in  favor  of  a  convention,  the  Governor  shall  inform  the  neit 
(jcneral  Assembly  thereof,  whose  duty  it  shnll  be  to  provide  by  law 
for  the  eleetion  of  the  members  to  tlic  convention,  the  number  there- 
of, and  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  which  law  shall  not  be 
ERGsed  unless  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
otii  branches  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  which  convention, 
when  met,  shall  have  it  in  their  power  to  revise,  amend,  or  change 
the  ('onstitution.  But  as  the  hol'ling  any  part  of  the  human  crea- 
tion in  slavery,  or  involnntary  servitude,  can  only  originate  in  jsvwc- 
pation  and  tyranny,  no  alteration  of  this  Constitution  shall  ever  take 
place  m  as  to  introduce  slavery  or  involuntary  servitode  in  this  State, 
otherwise  than  for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  dnly  convicted, 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Bei:    I,  Knowledge  and  learning  generally  diffused  throngli  a 

community,  being  essential  to  the  preservation  of  a  free  government, 

and  spreading  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  edacation  throngk 

the  various  parts  of  the  country  being  highly  conducive  to  this  end. 
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it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  by  law  for 
the  improvement  of  such  lands  as  are.  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted 
by  the  United  States  to  this  State,  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  to  ap- 
ply any  funds  which  may  be  raised  from  such  lands,  or  from  any 
other  quarter,  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  grand  object  for  which 
ihey  are  or  may  be  intended.     But  no  lands  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools  or  seminaries  of  learning  shall  be  sold,  by  the  authority  of 
.^thiB  State,  prior  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty;  and  the 
'  -Jioneys  which  may  be  raised  out  of  the  sale  of  any  such  lands,  or 
•'^•Jitherwise  obtained  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  a 
.  \^fintfd  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest  of  literature 
r  %sA  the  sciences,  and  for  the  support  of  seminaries  and  the  public 
flchooifl.     The  Greneral  Assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pass  such 
laws  as  shall  be  calculated  to  encourage  intellectual,  scientifical,  and 
agricaltnral  improvement  by  allowing  rewards  and  immunities  for 
the  promotion  and  improvement  of  arts,  sciences,  commerce,  manu- 
fftctares,  and  natural  history ;  and  to  countenance  and  encourage 
the  principles  of  humanity,  industry,  and  morality. 

2.  It  shall  b(i  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  to  provide  by  law  for  a  general  system  of 
education,  ascending  in  a  regular  graduation  from  township  schools 
to  a  State  University,  wherein  tuition  shall  be  gratis,  and  equally 
open  to  all. 

3.  And  for  the  promotion  of  such  salutary  end,  the  money,  which 
shall  be  paid  as  an  equivalent,  by  persons^Kcmpt  from  militia  duty, 
except  in  times  of  war,  shall  be  exclusivefland  in  equal  proportions, 
applied  to  the  support  of  county  seminaries  ;  also,  all  fines  assessed 
for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws,  shall  be  applied  to  said  seminaries, 
in  the  counties  wherein  they  shall  be  assessed. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  to  form  a  penal  code,  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  reformation,  and  not  of  vindictive  justice  :  And  also  to  pro- 
vide one  or  more  farms  to  be  an  asylum  for  those  persons  who,  by 
reason  of  age,  infirmity,  or  other  misfortunes,  mav  have  a  claim  upon 
the  aid  and  beneficence  of  society,  on  such  principles  that  such  per- 
sons may  therein  find  employment  and  every  reasonable  comfort,  and 
lose,  by  their  usefulness,  the  degrading  sense  of  dependence. 

5.  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  time  they  lay  off"  a  new  county, 
shall  cause  at  least  ten  per  cent,  to  be  reserved  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  town  lots,  in  the  seat  of  justice  of  such  county  for  the 
use  of  a  public  library  for  such  county ;  and  at  the  same  session  they 
shall  incorporate  a  library  company,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  will  best  secure  its  permanence,  and  extend  its  benefits. 

ARTKJLE  X. 

Sec.  I.  There  shall  not  be  established  or  incorporated  in  this 
State  any  bank  or  banking  company,  or  monied  institution,  for  the 
irarpose  of  issuing  bills  of  credit,  or  bills  payable  to  order  or  bearer: 

27 
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Provided,  that  nothing  herein  cuntniiicd  sliall  bo  »o  construed  as  tt 
prevent  the  General  AKswrnbly  from  establidliing  a  State  Bank,  and 
bandies,  not  i>icceding  one  bnineh  for  any  three  couDtics,  to  be  «■ 
tablished  at  hucIi  place  vithiu  uncli  (i>unti(^3  ns  tbe  directors  of  the 
State  Uank  may  sulcct :  jinividuil  theru  be  subscribed  and  paid  in 
spocie,  on  the  part  of  the  imlividuuLi.  a  sum  ei]ual  to  thirty  thousanil 
(jullsTH ;  Provided  bImo.  that  tlie  bank  ut  Vi:ice>iiies.  and  the  Farmeir' 
and  Mechaiiirs'  Itank  of  Indiana,  at  Mudisou,  itliull  )>c  coiisideredu 
iueorporab.tl  biiuks  accorUiufc  to  the  triu)  leuur  of  the  charter  fsnuP 
ed  to  daid  bauks  by  the  Lcf^isbtun-  of  tlio  Indiuua  terrilory: 
Provided,  that  nothing  hervin  coiitaincd  nliall  be  so  conntmed  ai  to 

Cveot  the  (icueral  Awwnibly  from  adopting  citber  of  the  aforeeud 
iks,  aa  the  State  Bank:  and  in  eaw  either  of  tbeiu  ahall  be 
adopted  ue  the  Stute  Bank,  the  oilier  may  boeoine  a  braneb.  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  hereinbefore  prescribed. 

ARTICI.E  XI. 

Seo.  1.  Kvcry  perwii  vho  shall  lie  cliusun  or  appointed  to  inj 
office  of  trust  or  pmfit  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  shall,  b»- 
fore  ontering  on  the  dnticH  of  wiid  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmatiin, 
before  an;^  person  lawfully  authorised  to aduiiuiater  oatliH.  tosnpport 
the  Constitution  of  the  ITnitod  $tate:«.  and  the  Constitution  of  ili 
State,  and  also  an  outh  of  office. 

'i.  Treason  against  this  State  shall  eoDMiut  only  in  Ie^'yin''  mr 
agiunst  itj  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  or  giving  tlicm  aid  and  anofott 

3.  No  person  uliall  bo|nivtutud  of  treasou,  unless  on  tlio  tL'sdnr 
ny  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  owa  confcsuoo  in 
open  court. 

4.  The  nunner  of  administering  an  oath  or  affinnntioa  shall  be 
such  as  is  most  consistent  with  the  conHoience  of  tha  dopoueat,  mi 
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8.  No  act  of  the  (icneral  Assonibly  sliall  l)o  in  torvv  until  it  shall 
have  been  published  in  print,  unless  in  eases  uf  emergency. 

9.  All  eommissiuns  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  and  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  and  signed  bv 
the  Governor,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  State. 

10.  There  shall  bo  elected  in  each  county  a  recorder,  who  shall 
hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  he  shall  so  Ions: 
Ijehave  well :  Proviiled.  that  nothing  herein  containe<l  shall  prrveiit 
the  clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  from  holding  the  office  of  rrconlor 

11.  Corydon,  in  Harrison  county,  shall  be  the  .-cat  of  govern m.-nt 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  until  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twent\  ■ 
five,  and  until  remove<l  by  law. 

1*2.  The  General  Assembly  when  they  lay  off  any  new  count  v. 
Rhall  not  reduce  the  old  county  or  counties  from  which  the  sann' 
shall  be  taken,  to  a  less  content  than  four  hundred  square  miles. 

13.  No  person  shall  hold  more  than  one  lucrative  office  at  the 
same  time,  except  as  in  this  Constitution  expressly  pernfitted. 

14.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  as  a  county  officer,  within  any 
county,  who  shall  not  have  been  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  thereiii 
GDC  year  next  preceding  an  appointment,  if  the  county  s^hall  have 
been  so  long  erected  :  but  if  the  county  shall  not  have  been  so  long 
erected,  then  within  tlic  linn'ts  of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  which 
it  shall  have  been  taken. 

ir».  All  towns  and  township  officers  shall  be  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

U).  The  following  officers  of  government  shall  not  be  allowed 
greater  annual  salaries,  until  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, than  as  follows  :  the  Governor  one  thousand  dollars  :  tlic 
Secretary  of  State,  four  hundred  dollars  ;  the  auditor  of  public  ac- 
counts, four  hundred  dollars  ;  the  Treasurer,  four  hundrca  dollars  : 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  eight  hundred  dollars  each  ;  the 
presidents  of  the  circuit  courts,  eight  hundred  d<dlars  each ;  and 
the  members  of  the  Crcneral  Assembly,  not  exceeding  two  dollar.^ 
per  day,  each,  during  their  attendance  on  the  same,  and  two  dollars 
for  every  twenty-five  miles  they  shall  severally  travel,  on  the  most 
uftual  route  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  General  Assembly  : 
after  which  time  their  pay  shall  be  regulated  by  law.  But  no  law 
passed  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  (fcnoral  Aseem- 
oly,  shall  take  effect  until  after  the  close  of  the  session  at  which 
such  law  shall  have  l)ceu  passed. 

1 7.  In  order  that  the  l)0undarie8  of  the  State  of  Indiana  may 
more  clearly  be  known  and  established,  it  is  hereby  ordained  and 
declared,  that  the  following  shall  be  and  forever  remain  the  boun- 
daries of  the  said  State,  t^)  wit ;  Bounded  on  the  east  by  the  merid- 
ian line  which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio  ; 
on  the  south,  by  the  OUo  river,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Mi- 
ami river  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Wabash  ;  on  the  west,  by  a  line 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  Wabash  river,  from  its  month  to  a 
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pi)int  were  a  iliie  iiortli  line,  drawn  from  tbu  towQ  of  Vinci'nntj 
would  lad  touch  tlic  nprth-Wfstfrii  sliorc  of  the  f^aid  Waliash  rivft 
smA  from  theiicc.  by  a  due  north  line,  until  tlio  tuimc  eliaU  iiitcr«cl 
at)  cast  and  west  line  drawn  through  a  point  tt'n  iiiiloH  north  of  die 
isinithcrn  cstrcuie  of  Lake  Jlii-hignn  ;  on  the  north  by  the  raid  nu-t 
nuil  west  line,  until  the  same  shall  intersicet  the  first  montionfl 
meridian  line,  which  forin»  the  western  Iwnudnry  of  the  State  "f 
Ohio. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Sta\  1.  That  no  eviU  or  ineonvcnience  niay  arise  from  the  cIiuifEe 
'if  a  territorial  guTcrninent  to  a  i)eriimnont  State  government,  it  i' 
ileelarcd,  by  thi»  (.'on^titution,  tliat  all  ri;ilit«<.  suits,  actionn,  prosecB' 
lions,  rcoogni&inces,  eontraet«,  and  ehtinis,  both  as  it  respect*  inilj- 
vidunU  and  bodies  enr[>urate.  shall  eimtinue  ae  if  no  change  had  ta- 
ken pbce  in  this  govcminent, 

i.  All  fiticH,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  duo  and  oviug  to  the  Icr- 
ritor)-  of  Indiana,  or  any  connty  therein,  .shall  inure  to  the  nse  of  the 
Htatc  or  eounty.  All  bonds  executed  to  the  Governor,  or  any  otlifr 
offieer,  in  hid  official  eapacity,  in  the  ti'rritory.  shall  pass  over  tu  tbt 
Ucirernor  or  other  officers  of  the  Stute  or  i-ounty,  and  their  rafcw 
Hor^  in  office,  for  the  uhc  of  the  Scute  or  county,  or  bv  hini  or  thnn 
to  be  renpectively  assigned  over  to  the  use  of  those"  concerned.*-' 


tho<» 


be. 


3.  The  (jovernor,  Peerctary,  and  judgci).  and  all  other  officers,  boU 
civil  and  military,  under  the  territorial  goverumont,  shall  eontinW 
in  the  esercisc  of  the  duties  of  their  rci-iieetiTe  departments,  until 
tho  said  officers  are  jsuperscded  uul  i-  ihc  authority  of  this  Conititt- 

this  territory,  m' 
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and  complete  a  mauuer  a.s  if  this  Constitution  were  not  adopted. 
And  appeals  and  writs  of  error  may  be  taken  from  the  cireuit  court 
and  general  court,  now  established  in  the  Indiana  territory,  to  tlie 
Supreme  Court,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  h»w. 

8.  The  President  of  this  Convention  shall  issue  writs  of  election, 
directed  to  the  several  fcherifFs  of  the  several  counties,  requiring 
them  to  cause  an  election  to  be  held  for  Governor,  Li<iutenant-(.TUV- 
crnor,  representative  to  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States,  member* 
of  the  General  Assembly,  sheriffs,  and  coroners,  at  the  respective 
election  districts  in  each  county,  on  the  first  M(mday  in  Augu^^t 
next :  which  election  shall  bo  conducted  in  the  manner  jjreseribed 
by  the  existing  election  laws  of  the  Indiana  territory  ;  and  the  sai«l 
Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
hheriffs,  and  coroners,  then  duly  elected,  shall  continue  to  exerci.se 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  for  the  time  pre^*c•^ibed  by  this 
Constitution,  and  until  their  successor  or  successors  are  (qualified. 
and  no  longer. 

9.  Until  the  first  enumeration  shall  be  made,  as  directed  by  this 
Constitution,  the  county  of  Wayne  shall  bo  entitled  to  one  senator 
and  three  representatives  ;  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  senator  an«l 
three  representatives :  the  county  of  Dearborn,  one  senator  ami 
two  representatives  ;  the  county  of  Switzerland,  one  representative  . 
and  the  county  of  Jefferson  and  Switzerland,  one  senator  :  and  thi; 
County  of  Jefferson  two  representatives ;  the  county  of  Clark,  on.' 
senator  and  three  representatives  ;  the  county  of  Harrison,  one  sen- 
sitor  and  three  representative's  ;  the  counties  of  Washi*rgt(m.  Or- 
ange, and  Jackson,  one  senator,  and  the  county  of  Washington.  tw«i 
representatives  ;  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Jackson,  one  represen- 
tative each  ;  the  county  of  Knox,  one  senator  and  three  represcnt.i- 
tives  ;  the  county  of  Gibson,  one  senator  and  two  representatives  : 
the  counties  of  Posoy.  Warrick,  and  Perry,  one  senator,  and  eacii 
of  the  .aforesaid  counties  of  Posey,  Warrick,  and  Perry,  one  reprc- 
scntative. 

1 1).  All  books,  records,  documents,  warrants,  and  papers,  apper- 
taining and  belonging  to  the  office  of  territorial  treasurer  of  the  Tii- 
diana  territory,  and  all  moneys  therein,  and  nil  papers  and  docu- 
ments in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  .'•aid  territory,  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  as  the  General  Assembly  of  tlii.-*  State  may  direct. 

1 1.  All  suits,  actiim.s.  pleas,  plaint.s,  prosecutions,  and  causo> 
whatsoever,  and  all  records,  books,  papers,  and  documents,  now  ii. 
the  general  court,  may  be  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Court  estab- 
lished by  this  Constitution :  and  all  causes,  suits,  actions,  pleas. 
plaints,  and  prosecuticms  whatsoever,  now  existing  or  pending  i:i 
the  circuit  courts  of  this  territory,  or  whieli  may  be  therein  at  tli:- 
change  of  government,  and  all  records,  books,  papers  and  d«>eument.s. 
relating  to  the  said  suits  or  filed  in  the  said  courts,  may  be  tran.^- 
ferred  over  to  the  circuit  courts  established  by  this  Constitution,  un- 
der such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  General  Assembly  may  direet 
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Cnnaniiiig  I'f  /IhwiMl.""  "f  Ikr  Poir,-rf  of  (ioi-enimrnl. 

Si:c.  I.  Th.'piiwiTS  iif  tlin  j,'.>vi!rnnicnt  of  the  State  of  Illinok 
^ll!lll  be  iliviiJdl  iiitii  xhr.v  ilifiiiii-t  dupurtuiviitfl.  nnil  ijadi  of  tliein 
\:i\  fiinfiiUMl  10  a  stiKirati'  Imily  of  magistracy,  to  wit  :  those  ivliii-li 
iirf  Ir^'i-iliitivf.  tiioni':  those  wliicli  nro  eieeutivc.  to  oiiother:  ami 
ili.isi-  «-lii,-li  iiru  iii.liciiirv.  t.i  anntluT. 

■1.  \i.  jn-rs.>ii.' or  i-dlkilioii  of  [iiTsmis.  1,oing  one  (if  thusB  depart- 
iiirnifi.  sliall  '■.tiTri'i'  any  j.'iwi'  liriipcrly  lidotisinf;  to  cirlier  nf  llie 
others ;  cxtqit  as  lu'mnaftur  i'X|'ri'sslj-  ilircttcil  ur  permitted. 


ILLINOIS.  423 


ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in 
a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  both  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

2.  The  first  election  for  senators  and  representatives  shall  com- 
mence on  the  third  Thursday  of  September  next,  and  continue  for 
that  and  the  two  succeeding  days  ;  and  the  next  election  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty ;  and  forever  after,  elections  shall  be  held  once  in  two 
years,  on  tlie  first  Monday  of  August,  in  each  and  every  county, 
at  such  places  therein  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attiiined 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  not  bo  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State ;  who  shall  not  hnvo  resided 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  district  in  which  he  shall  be  cho- 
sen twelve  months  next  preceding  his  election,  if  such  county  or 
district  shall  have  been  so  long  erected ;  but  if  not,  then  within  the 
limits  of  the  county  or  counties,  district  or  districts,  out  of  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  taken,  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on 
the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State ;  and  who, 
moreover,  shall  not  have  paid  a  State  or  county  tax. 

4.  The  senators,  at  their  first  session  herein  provided  for,  shall  be 
divided  by  lot  from  their  respective  counties  or  districts,  as  near  as 
can  be,  into  two  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  class 
shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year  ;  and  those  of 
the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  so  that  one- 
half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  may  be  bienniadly  chosen  forever 
thereafter. 

5.  The  number  of  senators  and  representatives  shall,  at  the  first 
j»ession  of  the  General  Assembly,  holdeu  after  the  returns  herein 
provided  for  are  made,  bo  fixed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  counties  or  districts  to  be  established 
by  law,  according  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants.  The  number 
of  representatives  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-seven,  nor  more  than 
thirty-six,  until  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  this  State  shall 
amount  to  one  hundred  thousand ;  and  the  number  of  senators  shall 
never  be  less  than  one-third  nor  more  than  one-half  of  the  number 
of  representatives. 

6.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  has  not  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  who  shall  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  shall  not  have  resided  one  year  in  the  county  or  district  in 
which  he  shall  be  chosen  immediately  preceding  his  election,  if  such 
county  or  district  shall  have  been  so  long  erected  ;  but  if  not,  then 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  or  counties,  district  or  districts,  out 
of  which  the  same  shall  have  been  taken ;  unless  he  shall  have  been 
absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State, 
and  £liall  not,  moreover,  have  paid  a  State  or  county  tax. 
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7.  The  Senate  and  House  of  lleprcseutatives.  wlien  assembled, 
shall  each  choose  a  Speaker,  and  other  officers,  (the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  except^jd:)  each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualificationft  and 
elections  of  its  menibors.  and  pit  upon  its  own  adjournments.  Tw«> 
thirds  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  but  a  smaller  num- 
ber may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  ab- 
sent members. 

8.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  itfl  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish them ;  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on  any  question  shall, 
at  the  desire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

9.  Any  two  members  of  either  house  shall  have  liberty  to  dissent 
and  protest  against  any  act  or  resolution  which  they  may  think  in- 
jurious to  the  public  or  to  any  individual,  and  have  the  reasons  of 
their  dissent  entered  on  the  journals. 

1  (I  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  jiroceedings,  pun- 
ish its  members  for  disorderly  behavior ;  and,  with  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
cause. 

1 1.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  Governor,  or  the 
person  exercising  the  powers  of  Clovernor,  shall  issue  writs  of  elec- 
tion to  fill  such  vacancies. 

12.  Senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason, 
felnny.  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same  ;  and  for  any  sj>eoch  or  debate  in  either  Jumsc,  thcv 
shall  nut  ])o  cjuostioned  in  any  other  place. 

II).  Kiich  house  may  punish,  by  imprisonment  during  its  ses.-^io'j. 
any  person,  not  a  member,  who  shall  he  guilty  of  disrc.'«pect  to  th»' 
house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  behavior  in  their  presciice. 
provided  sucli  imprisonment  shall  not  at  anyone  time  exceed  tweiity- 
four  hours. 

14.  The  doors  of  each  house  and  of  committees  of  the  whole  shall 
be  ke])t  open,  except  in  .«»uch  eases  as,  in  the  opinion,  of  tiie  hou-^e, 
reipiire  secrecy.  Neitlier  house  shall,  witliout  the  c(msent  of  the 
other,  adjourn  for  nu)re  than  two  days,  nor  to  anv  other  place  than 
that  in  which  the  two  houses  sliall  be  sitting. 

15.  Jiills  may  originate  in  either  hou.se,  but  may  be  altered, 
ameiuhid.  or  reiected  by  the  other. 

10.  Every  bill  shtill  be  read  on  three  different  days  in  each  house, 
unices,  in  case  of  urL^'Ucy.  three  fourths  of  the  house  where  such  bill 
IS  so  depending  shall  <leem  it  expedient  to  di.spense  with  this  rule, 
and  t.'very  bill,  having  ]»;issed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
Speakers  (»f  their  re.-pe<-tive  houses. 

17.  The  style  of  th(»  laws  of  this  State  .««hall  be,  -  Be  it  vna^t"!  hn 
t/ir  ]hop/r  of  the  Sfafr  of  IHinom,  rcprmi n/xi  tn  th-'  (inhral  Assvtubhf"' 

\^.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  shall  not  allow  the  fob 
lowinj^  officer**  of  gdvernment  greater  or  snjaller  annual  salaries  than 
as  follows,  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
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four :    the  Clovcrnor,  one  thousand  dollars ;    and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  six  hundred  dollars. 

19.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  sliall  liayc  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  this 
State,  which  shall  have  l>een  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which 
shall  have  been  increased,  during  such  time. 

20.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

21.  An  accurate)  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  puV 
lie  money  shall  be  attacliod  to  and  published  with  the  laws  at  the 
rising  of  each  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

2:i.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeaching ;  but  a  majority  of  all  the  memliers  present  must  concur 
in  an  impeachment.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  when  sitting  for  the  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon 
oath  or  affirmation  t(»  do  justice  according  to  law  and  evidence.  No 
person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
all  the  senators  present. 

23.  The  Governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers  under  this  State, 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office  ;  but 
judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal 
from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  profit, 
or  trust,  under  this  StJite.  The  party,  whether  convicted  or  awjuit- 
ted,  shall  nevortlieless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and 
punishment,  according  to  law. 

24.  The  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Mondav  in  October  next,  and  forever  after  the  General  As- 
scmbly  shall  meet  <m  the  first  Monday  in  December  next  ensuing 
the  election  of  the  members  thereof,  and  at  no  other  period,  unless 
as  provided  by  thi.>*  Constitution. 

25.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  secretary  of  state, 
attorncy-generul.  attorney  for  the  State,  register,  clerk  of  any  court 
of  record,  sheriff,  or  collector,  member  of  either  house  of  Congress. 
or  person  holding  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United  States  or 
this  State,  (provided  that  appointments  in  the  militia,  postmasters, 
or  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  not  be  considered  lucrative  offices.) 
shall  have  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly  ;  nor  shall  any  person 
holding  an  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  the  authority 
of  this  State. 

26.  Every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  to  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit,  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  thereof,  take 
an  oath  t'j  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  thi.s 
State,  and  also  an  oath  of  office. 

27.  In  all  elections,  all  white  male  inhabitants,  above  the  age  of 
tweirty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  Stat«  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector :  but  no  per- 
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Hon  sliull  liC  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the  county  or  district  in 
which  he  shall  sictiially  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

28.  All  votes  sliiill  be  given  viva  voce,  until  altered  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

"29.  Electors  .shall,  in  all  eases  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach 
of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at 
election.s,  and  in  goiu^  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

3n.  Th«'  CJonoral  As.sembly  shall  have  full  power  to  exclude  from 
the  privilege  «)f  elcijling,  or  Iwing  elected,  any  person  convicted  of 
bribery,  perjury,  or  any  other  iufiimous  crime. 

31.  In  the  year  one  thou.sand  eitrht  hundred  and  twentv.  and  every 
lifth  year  thereafter,  an  enumeration  of  all  the  white  inhabitant.^  uf 
the  hftate  shall  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  direct4.'d  by 
law. 

'nVZ.  All  bills  for  raising  a  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  IIou»?e  (»f 
Representatives,  subject,  however,  to  amendment  or  rejection,  as  in 
other  cases. 

ARTICLE  ITT. 

Snc.  1.  The  executi\i5  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Governor. 

2.  The  first  election  of  Governor  shall  commence  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  September  next,  and  continue  for  that  and  the  two  suc- 
ceeding days :  and  the  next  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  3I'»u- 
diiy  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Jiurd  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two.  And  forever  after,  elections  for  Governor  shall  Ik» 
h(^ld  once  in  four  vear.s.  (»n  the  first  Monday  of  Au^nist.  The  (u^\- 
crnor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  cif  the  members  of  the  General 
A.s>eniblv.  at  the  .same  i)lace;s  and  in  the  same  manner  that  they  shall 
respectively  vott^  for  members  thereof  The  returns  for  every  cli*c- 
tion  of  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  tht*  seat  of 
government,  by  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the  Speaker  «^f  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  shall  o}>on  and  publish  thorn  in  the 
jiresence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
Governor  :  but  if  two  or  more  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  then 
oru!  of  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  joint  ballot  of  both  housest 
of  the  General  Assembly.  Contested  elections  .shall  be  det-ermined 
by  both  houses  of  the  General  As.sembly,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
bi^  prescri]>ed  by  law. 

M.  The  first  G<ivernor  shall  hf»ld  his  office  until  the  first  Monday 
of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  Juindred 
an<l  twenty-twij,  and  until  another  Governor  shall  be  elected  and 
«jnalifiiMl  to  office  :  and  forever  after,  the  Governor  shall  hold  hi.< 
office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  until  another  Governor  sh:dlW 
elected  and  «jualified  ;  but  he  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  four 
Years  in  any  term  of  eight  years.     He  shall  be  at  least  thirtv  vears 
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iif  aj<o,  .'iiul  have  lj<:eii  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  tliirty  years; 
two  ycaiv  of  which  next  preceding  his  election,  he  shall  have  resi- 
ded within  the  limits  of  this  8tat<^. 

4.  Jfc  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  the  General  Assembly  infor- 
nialioii  of  {lie  state  of  the  government,  and  rcc(mimend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measurcj^  as  he  .shall  deem  expedient 

.'».  lie  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  after  con- 
viction, except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

0.  Tlie  (jTOVeruor  shall  at  slated  time.**  receive  a  salary  for  his  ser- 
viris.  which  shall  neither  he  increased  nor  diminished  durinir  the 
term  for  whieh  he  sliall  have  been  elected. 

7.  He  may  rcijuire  information  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in  the 
executive  department,  upon  any  subject  rchiting  to  the  duties  of 
their  respective  i;ffices.  and  sliall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed. 

iS.  When  any  (iffic«*r,  the  right  of  whose  appointment  is,  by  this 
<.'on>titutioii.  vested  in  the  (leneral  Assemldy,  or  in  tlie  (.Jovern^U' 
and  i^cnate.  shall,  durinir  the  recess,  die.  or  his  office  bv  anv  means 
become  vacant,  the  (lovernor  shall  have  power  to  fill  such  vacancy, 
by  granting  a  c(»mniission.  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next 
Session  of  tiie  (leniHal  Assembly. 

0.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  General  As- 
sembly by  proclamation,  and  shall  state  to  them,  when  a.sseinbledj 
flic  purpo>e  for  which  they  shall  have  been  convened. 

li».  He  sliall  be  c<Mnmander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this* 
State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  Ixe  called  into  the 
service  of  the  I'nited  States. 

1 1.  There  shall  be  clectetl  in  each  and  every  county  in  .said  State, 
by  tiiose  who  are  4ualilied  to  vote  for  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  at  the  same  times  and  places  where  the  elections  for  such 
members  shall  be  hcbl.  one  sheriff  and  one  coroner,  whose  election 
*jhall  be  subject  to  su<li  rules  and  regulations  as  .shall  b(^  prescribed 
by  law.  The  said  shcriirs  and  coroners  respectively,  when  electetl, 
.--liall  continue  in  office  two  years,  be  subject  to  removal  and  disi|ual- 
ification.  aud  such  otlier  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  from  time 
to  time  prescribed  by  law. 

12.  In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  with  respect 
to  the  time  of  adjournment,  the  (iovernor  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
journ the  (ieneral  Assembly  to  such  a  time  an  he  thinks  pn)per.  pro- 
vided' it  be  not  to  a  period  beyond  the  next  constitutional  meeting 
of  the  same. 

13.  A  Lieutenant-Governor  .shall  be  chosen  at  every  election  for 
Governor,  in  the  same  manner,  continue  in  office  for  the  same  time, 
and  possos  the  same  ipialifications.  In  voting  for  Governor  and 
Jjieutenant-Governor.  the  electors  shall  distinguish  whom  they  v<»te 
for  as  Governor,  and  whcun  as  Lieutenant-Governor. 

14.  lie  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  oliice,  be  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
liave  a  right,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  debate  and  Tot<}  on 
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all  .-.iO»joc'ti;.  jiiul  whenever  the  Senate  are  ei^ualiy  divided,  to  give 

tlio  ousting  Vdto. 

15  Whenever  the  ^uvennnont  shall  be  administered  by  the  Lieii- 
t'.nant-Govcrnor.  ur  he  .shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  Speaker  of  the 
Sonat(!.  the  Senate  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  moinbers  as  Speaker 
for  that  oeeasion.  And  if.  durin<r  the  vaeancv  of  the  office  «>f  (fov- 
ernor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  })e  impeached,  removed  from 
ortice.  n^fuse  to  qualify,  or  resign,  or  die.  or  be  absent  from  the  State, 
the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  shall,  in  like  manner,  administer  tho 
giivernment. 

1»>.  The  Lieutenant-Cinvernor,  while  he  acts  as  Spejiker  of  thr 
Senate,  shall  receive  for  his  services  the  .same  compcn.*«atiuu  whicli 
shall,  for  tlic  .same  peri(»d,  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Uou.'^e 
of  i{o])resentatives.  and  no  more  ;  and  during  the  tinu*  he  adminis- 
ters llie  govfrnnu'nt  as  (.{overnor,  he  shall  receive  the  .«*ame  eompen 
sat  ion  wliicli  the  (iovernor  would  have  received  had  he  been  emjdov- 
t;d  in  the  tlnties  of  his  nfliee. 

17.  If  the  liieut.enant-( iovernor  shall  }»e  called  u]ion  to  admiui>' 
«<-r  the  ^iovernnient.  and  sljall.  wliile  in  such  admiiiistratinn.  resiiTJi. 
dii'.  or  lie  ab.-cnt  frnj.i  tlie  Slat.-,  tiurini;  tlje  re<-^*ss  "f  the  Gc-ner.;! 
As.MMnbiv.  it  shall  l>e  the  dut\  <»l'  the  S.'cretarv  f<»r  t!iC  lime  bvinj 
ti  c'lnvene  t!je  S«':.:J.*  i^^v  tin:  purpose  ui  r!i'»«.)sinir  a  SjK.-aher. 

I ".  In  case  of  .m  i.iip..a»-hi.icnt  of  the  ( Juvernor,  his  renjoval  fp*: . 
•  •ilii-i*.  (icalh.  refusal  to  iinalifv,  re-iiriiation.  or  absence  from  th 
S-jjli.'.  tin;  lii{Miteuaiii-(Io\i.Tnor  shall  exercise  all  the  j»»wer  and  a': 
t'nority  a]i])rri:iiiiini:  to  t!ie  oihc*  of  <niVi'rnor.  until  th»»  time  ]»ointri| 
out  by  this  (.'on^^titniion  for  tlie  election  (»f  Governor  shall  arrivi*. 
uidess  the  General  AsSiMnhly  shall  ]»ro\ide  bv  law  for  the  elctit*!! 
of  a  Governor  to  lill  ^\\v\\.  vai-ain-v. 

I'J.   The  GoV(.rn<»r.  tor  th.'  linn"  Imin^.  and  the  judires  of  the  S:-- 
prenie  (.'onrt.  or  a  major  j»art  of  them,  tont-tln'r  with  tlu^  Ciovr.Ti!  »r. 
shall  be  and  aro  hereov  (.'onstitntcMl  a  ••onm-il  to  revise  all  bill>  aboir 
tt»  be  ])as>*'d  into  la\v>  by  tlio  Ger.eral  Assembly:  and  for  that  pur 
posc'  shall  assenibli'  i'n'niselves  from  tlnn'  to  tiniit  when  tlu-  G«.'ner: 
-\s.'riiiblv  >hall   be  c<»nvened  :    for  wlii:'!i.  nevertheless,  thev  sh:;' 
n«it  r»'C«.Mvc'  anv  salary  or  ctinsidcration.  under  nnv  nretonee  v»'hnT- 
••v»  r :  and,  all  bills  whi<-h  have  ]»ass(d  ihs'Staiate  and  House  of  IJi-;.- 
"f-^ontatives.  sliall.  bvloro   they  become   laws,   be  presented   to   :!.  • 
s:!''l  ciuncil  for  their  r«.'\isal   and  con>it]»'ration  :  and    if  upon  s.i«-.: 
r:.vi-al  .Hid  i«»nsi.Ieration.  it  should  appeir  ini])roper  to  the  saiil  c-iui. 
«'!'.  iv:  a  niaioritv  «»f  them,  tliaf  t!ie  bill  shouhl  l.-t'conie  a  biw  of  t!;'- 
.*'!mi«'.  fl:rv  sh;dl  ri'tnrn  tin*  same,  to;xi'flK*r  with  their  tdiifclit!:'! 
!ii'.  iito.  in  writin'j.  to  the  Senate  «)r  House  of  lieijresentJtivi-*  i.n 
V, 'lieli-oi'vr  t!n'  ;«aine  shall  have  originated.)  who  shall   enter  *':•.• 
M\j,'!-:iou<  sa  down  bv  tin'  eouiK-il  nt  larire.  in  tlieir  minutes,  an  t 
^^  i-v'cd  to  rvecin.-id(  r  the  said  bill      \\\\\  if.  after  sueii  recojisidc  r  i- 
!l:»ii.  tlie  said  Senate  or  Ilons"  «!f  llepresentatives  shall.   i:or,K;:s 
.sta.'jdinir  \\w,  said  objections,  airree  to  pa  s  the  same,  by  a  i.iaj  '••.' 
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of  tlic  whole  number  of  members  elected,  it  shall,  together  with  the 
s;ii(l  objections,  be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  tlic  General  Assembly, 
where  it  shall  also  be  reconsidered  ;  and  if  approved  by  a  majority  of 
all  the  members  elected,  it  shall  become  a  law.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be 
roturned  within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the 
r-amc  shall  be  a  law ;  unless  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by  their  ad- 
journment, render  a  return  of  the  said  bill,  in  ten  days,  impractica- 
ble :  in  which  case  the  said  bill  shall  be  returned  on  the  first  day 
of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  after  the  expiration  of  the 
>aid  ten  da  vs.  or  be  a  law. 

•i').  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  a  Secretary  of  St^ite.  who  shall 
keep  a  fair  register  of  the  official  acts  of  the  Governor,  and,  when 
reijuired.  shall  lay  the  same,  and  atl  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers, 
relative  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  Ik)  assigned  him  by  law. 

•21.  The  State  treasurer,  and  public  printer  or  printers  for  the 
State,  shall  be  appointed  biennially,  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  branch- 
es of  the  General  Assembly :  I'rovided,  that  during  the  recess  of 
the  same,  the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  such  vacancies  as 
may  happen  in  either  of  said  offices. 

'^.i.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
;muI  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint,  all  officers,  whose  offices  are  es- 
tablinhed  by  this  Constitution,  or  shall  be  established  by  law,  and 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for :  Provid- 
imI,  however,  that  inspectors,  collectors,  and  their  deputies,  survey- 
tir.-i  of  the  highways,  constubles,  jailers,  and  such  inferior  officers 
whose  jurisdiction  may  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  county, 
shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assembly  shall 
prescribe. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  one 
Supreme  Court,  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the  General  Assembly 
.shall  from  time  to  time  ordnin  and  establish. 

•2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  be  holden  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
.ind  shall  have  an  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  except  in  cases  relating 
to  the  revenue,  in  cases  of  mandamus,  and  in  such  cases  of  impeach- 
ment as  may  be  required  to  be  tried  before  it. 

3.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  a  chief-justice,  and  three 
associates,  any  two  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum.  The  number  of 
justices  may,  however,  be  increased,  by  the  General  Assembly,  after 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

4.  The  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  judges  of  the  infe 
rior  oourts,  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  branches  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  and  shall 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  until  the  end  of  the  first 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  shall  be  begun  and  held 
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afti.r  tlio  iir>t  <lav  of  Jamiarv.  in  tlio  war  uf  our  Lord  one  tlionsatiti 
fight  lnmdn»(l  an<l  twrntv-tVmr.  at  which  time  their  eoiuuiissinri* 
.-luill  expiiv.  and  until  th<'  oxpiratitm  ut*  which  time,  tho  j<aid  jus'ti 
Cos  rospoctivdy  sliall  ImM  circuit  courts  in  the  j*everal  counties,  iis 
snrh  manner,  anil  at  .nuch  tinu-s,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  >ue!i 
JMrisdii'tinn  as  the  (n-neral  Assembly  shall  by  law  prcserilK- 
l>ut  evtT  after  tin*  atnresaid  periinl.  the  justices  of  the  Suprenjf 
('•»urt  shall  l»«j  cninini>siniiod  during  ^'ood  behavior,  and  the  justiv.*- 
rln-rcnf  shall  not  Imbl  I'ircuit  courts,  unless  rc<juired  by  law. 

.'»  The  iudirrs  i»f  the  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  durin;: 
•rood  bi'havior.  but  for  any  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  ]»c  sul- 
ticifut  ground  for  ini]H>achment,  both  the  judges  of  tho  Supreme  and 
inferior  courts  shall  be  rennivcd  from  office,  on  the  addresH  of  two- 
thirds  <if  ea«h  l»ra!ich  of  the  General  Assembly:  Provided,  always, 
that  no  nuMuber  of  cither  hou.*»e  of  the  (Jencral  As.»«embly,  nor  an\ 
]icrson  ciinncctiMl  with  a  member  by  etm.sanguinity  or  affinity,  shall 
iic  a]ip<)int(Ml  t«»  fill  the  vacancy  oecasicmed  by  such  removal.  The 
>5)id  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  during  their  temporary  appoiut- 
ni'Mits.  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  nf  one  thousand  dollars,  paya- 
bjo  quarter-yearly  out  of  the  public  treasury.  The*  judges  of  the 
inferior  courts,  anil  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  may  be 
appi»inteil  after  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  (teneral  Assembh. 
which  shall  be  begun  and  held  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  tin 
year  of  our  Lonl  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  shall 
l.ave  adeijuate  and  eompetent  salaries,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
d'lriiig  their  continuance  in  ofiice. 

•i.  The  Suj»rem<'  Court,  or  a  majority  of  the  justices  thereof,  tlic 
cin-uit  courts.  i>r  the  justices  theret>f,  shall  respectively  appoint  their 
own  clerks 

7  All  ]»roeess.  writs,  and  other  proefedings.  >hall  run  in  tht 
najiie  of  *•  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  '*  All  ]ir«i.seeutiinis  >hal! 
bi*  earrii'd  mi  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  "the  pt  oph?  nf 
tin;  State  of  Illinois."  and  concbnle.  ••aL'ain^t  the  peace  and  di'nii;\ 
oi  the  Mati'.  ' 

S.  A  comjietent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  apjiointed 
in  ea<'h  county,  in  such  manner  as  the  (ieneral  Assembly  mav  direct. 
whose  time  of  service.  ]iower.  and  duties,  shall  be  regulated  and  de- 
tijied  by  law  And  justiee>  of  the  j»eace.  when  so  appointed.  A\:i\\ 
be  ••oiumi.'*M«»ned  }»y  the  Governor 

ARTICLE  V 

S»:r  I  T1m»  militia  of  the  State  t»f  Illinois  shall  eonsi>t  »»f  all  fr..e 
luah'  :ih!e-bo.lii»d  piir.S'ins  {negmes.  niulattoos.  ami  Indians,  ex 
ct'Mie'l.)  r«'sid«'nt  in  tin*  Slate,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  f«.i- 
ty-livi-  '.ear--,  exeejit  Mich  per-^ou**  as  now  are.  or  hereafter  mav  ^e. 
e\empt.«l  l.\  th.- hiws  i.f  the  I'nited  Stat*-^,  or  of  this  State.' ;ind 
>!.;ill  be  ;iriin-l.  i-juipped,  and  trained  as  the  (ieneral  A«*semblv  nia\ 
iM'ovide  bv  l:i\V 
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2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing 
arms  sh«ill  be  compelled  to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of  peace,  pro- 
vided such  person  or  persons  shall  pay#hn  eciuivalent  for  such  ex- 
emption. 

3.  Company,  battalion,  and  regimental  officers,  staff-officers  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  elected  by  the  persons  composing  their  several  com- 
panies, battalions,  and  regiments. 

4.  Brigadiers  and  majors-general  shall  be  elected  by  the  officers 
of'  their  brigades  and  divisions  respectively. 

5.  All  militia  officers  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  (rovernor,  and 
may  hold  their  commissions  during  good  behavior,  or  until  they  ar- 
rive at  the  age  of  GO  years. 

6.  The  militia  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach 
of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at 
musters  and  elections  of  officers,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  same. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Sec.  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  hereafter 
be  introduc-ed  into  this  State,  otherwise  than  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  ;  nor  shall 
any  male  person,  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  nor  female 
person  arrived  at  tht  age  of  eighteen  years,  be  held  to  serve  any 
person  as  a  servant,  under  any  indenture  hereafler  made,  unless  such 
person  shall  enter  into  such  indenture  while  in  a  State  of  perfect 
freedom,  and  on  condition  of  a  bona  fide  consideration,  received,  or 
to  be  received,  for  their  service.  Nor  shall  any  indenture  of  any 
negro  or  mulatto  hereafter  made  and  executed  out  of  this  State,  or. 
if  made  in  this  State,  where  the  term  of  service  exceeds  one  year, 
be  of  the  least  validity,  except  those  given  in  cases  of  apprenticeship. 

2.  No  person  bound  to  laoor  in  any  other  State,  shall  be  hired  to 
labor  in  this  State,  except  within  the  tract  reserved  for  the  salt 
works,  near  Shawncetown  ;  nor  even  at  that  place  for  a  longer  period 
than  one  year  at  any  one  time  ;  nor  shall  it  be  allowed  there  after 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  any  violation 
of  this  article  shall  effect  the  emancipation  of  such  person  from  his 
obligation  to  service. 

3.  Each  and  every  person  who  has  been  bound  to  service  by  con- 
tract or  indenture,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  Illinois  territon'. 
heretofore  existing,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  same, 
without  fraud  or  collusion,  shall  be  held  to  a  specific  performance 
of  their  contracts  or  indentures ;  and  such  negroes  and  mulattoes  as 
have  been  registered,  in  conformity  with  the  aforesaid  laws,  shall 
serve  out  the  time  apiK)inted  by  such  laws ;  Provided,  however,  that 
the  children  bereaft-er  born  of  such  persons,  negroes,  or  mulattoes, 
shall  become  free,  the  males  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  the  fe- 
males at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Each  and  every  child  bom  of 
iadentored  parents  shall  be  entered  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  in 
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wliich  they  rcsiile,  by  tlicir  owners,  witbin  six  monthn  after  tbe  birth 
uf  said  chihl. 

.4IIITICLE  Vll. 

Siir.  I.  Whenever  two-tliirds  «»f  the  General  Assembly  shall 
tliink  it  neccssarv  to  alter  or  amend  this  Con.stitution,  thev  shall 
.■eeonimend  to  the  electors,  at  the  next  election  of  members  of  thir 
<Ieneral  Assembly,  to  vote  f«>r  or  against  a  conventicm ;  and  if '.t 
<hall  aiipear  tliat  a  majority  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  State.  v«»ti!iir 
tor  re|»n!sentativcs.  have  voted  for  a  convention,  the  (General  A- 
-jMiibly  shall,  at  their  next  session,  call  a  convention,  to  eirn^if-t  f»f 
as  many  members  as  there  may  be  in  the  (leneral  Asseniblv.  to  hi- 
thoMMi  in  the  same  manner,  sit  the  same  places,  and  by  the  samr 
eh^etors  that  choose  the  General  Assemblv.  and  which  conventi««!' 
shall  meet  within  three  mouths  after  the  said  election,  for  *h..*  |nir- 
jiose  of  revising,  altering,  or  amending  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  VITl. 

That  the  general,  great,  and  essential  principles  uf  liberty  and 
free  »fnvernment  mav  be  rcco;rnizc<l  and  unalterably  established,  wo 
declare : 

Si:<*.  1.   That  all  men  are  born  equidly  free  and  independent,  nri'l 
liave  eertain   inherent  and    indefeasible  ri^its;  among  \\hieh  :«r(  i. 
tiiose  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  and  of  acquirir.^", 
]M)ss(»ssing.  and  protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursiii'i^' 
their  nwn  happiness. 

'*.  That  all  jiower  is  inherent  in  tlie  people  ;  and  all  free  govi  ru- 
ments  are  fminded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  tlu.ir  |.ii«'i. 
-afety.  and  happiness. 

,')  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  tu  wor>}-i]. 
.Vlmiglity  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  eonseienr-.^ 
that  no  man  can  (»f  right  be  comp«'lled  to  attend,  erect,  or  supp  -n 
any  plaee  of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his  n.n- 
<eut  .  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  ease  whatever,  control  •»; 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  cronseienee  :  and  that  no  preference  shall 
ever  be  fnvcu  by  law  to  any  reli''ious  establish nicnts  or  modej:  <»t 
wnrshij). 

■I  That  no  religious  test  .shall  ever  be  requiretl  as  a  «jUalitieatiMn 
tn  any  i»ffice  or  public  trust  under  this  »State. 

."»    That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

»»    That  the  right  of  tln»  trial  bv  jurv  shall  remain  inviolate 

7.  That  the  peoph»  shall  be  soeuro  in  their  persons,  houst\'«.  pa- 
pers, and  possession.^,  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures;  an«l 
that  ijeneral  warrants,  whereby  an  oflicer  may  be  commanded  to 
>ear«'h  su<;ptM-ted  places  with<»ut  evidence  of  the  fact  committ(*d.  or 
to  seiz«'  any  jH«rson  or  persons  not  nami>d,  whose  offences  are  not 
partiiMilarlv  «h'scribed,  and  snpp<»rted  by  evidence,  are  dangcrou-  t? 
liberty,  and  <mght  not  to  W  granted. 
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8.  That  no  freeman  shall  be  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his  free- 
hold, liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in  any  man- 
ner deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  <rf 
his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land.  And  all  lands  which  have  been 
granted  as  a  common  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  hamlet^  vil- 
lage, or  corporation,  by  any  person,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  by 
any  government  having  power  to  make  such  grant,  shall  forever  re- 
main common  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town,  hamlet,  village,  or 
corporation  :  and  the  said  commons  shall  not  be  leased,  sold,  or  di- 
vided, under  any  pretence  whatever :  Provided,  however,  that  no- 
thing in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  commons 
of  Cahokia  or  Prairie  Dupont ;  Provided,  also,  that  the  General 
Assembly  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  grant  the  same  privi- 
lege to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  villages  of  Cahokia  and  Prairie 
Dupont  as  are  hereby  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns, 
liamlets,  and  villages. 

9.  That,  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  counsel ;  to  demand  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  against  him  ;  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face  ; 
to  have  compulsory  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses 
in  his  favor  ;  and,  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or*  information,  a 
speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage ;  and  th^i  he 

i^ihall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself. 

10.  That  no  person  shidl,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  proceeded 
•gainst  criminally,  by  information,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  hind 
or  naval  forces,  or  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war 
or  public  danger,  by  leave  of  the  courts,  for  oppression  or  misde- 
meanor in  office. 

11.  No  person  shall,  for  the  same  offence,  be  tvrice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  his  life  or  limb :  nor  shall  any  man's  property  oe  taken  or  ap- 
plied to  public  use  without  the  consent  of  his  representatives  in  the 
Oenend  Assembly,  nor  without  just  compensation  being  made  to 
him. 

12.  Every  person  within  this  State  oufht  to  find  a  certun  remedy 
in  the  laws,  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs  which  he  may  reoeive  in  his 
person,  property,  or  character :  ho  ought  to  obtain  right  and  justice 
freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to  purchase  it ;  completely,  and 
without  denial :  promptly  and  without  delay,  conformably  to  the 
laws. 

13.  That  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  unless 
for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption 
great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
•upended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 

1 4.  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  nature  of  the  offence ; 
the  true  design  of  all  punishments  being  to  reform,  and  not  to  ex- 
terminate mankind. 

15.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt,  unless  upon  refusal 

28 
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to.deliyer  np  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  erediton,  in  snoh 
ner  as  shall  De  prescribed  by  law,  or  in  cases  where  there  is  straiig 
presomption  of  fraud. 

16.  No  ex  fottfado  law,  nor  any  law  im]»uring  the  validity  of  cob- 
tnets,  shall  ever  be  made ;  and  no  conviotion  shall  work  oomiplioii 
of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

17.  That  no  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  transported  oat  of  this 
State  for  any  offence  committed  within  the  same. 

18.  That  a  freauent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  government  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  Uesnngsof 
liberty. 

19.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  assemble  toj^ethmr  in  a  peaee- 
able  manner,  to  consult  for  their  common  good,  to  instroiot  their  rep* 
resentatives,  and  to  apply  to  the  General  Assembly  for  redress  of 
grievances. 


21.  That  tiberc  shall  be  no  other  banks  or  monied  institations  in 
this  State  bift- those  already  provided  by  law,  except  a  State  Bank 
and  its  branches,  which  may  be  establiiBhed  and  regulated  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

22.  The  printinff  presses  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  unde^ 
takes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Gbnend  Assembly,  or  of 
any  branch  of  government ;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  re- 
stnun  the  right  thereof  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and 
opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man ;  and  every  citiien 
may  freely  speak,  write,  or  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsiUe 
for  the  abuse  of  that  libei^y. 

23.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigating 
the  official  conduct  of  officers  or  men  acting  in  a  political  capaeitjf, 
or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  information,  the 
truUi  thereof  may  be  given  in  friclence ;  and,  in  all  indictments  for 
libeb,  the  jury  shall  have  the  right  of  determining  both  the  law  and 
the  flMt,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 


nibBiuAB  ■•■■  Mttled  by  the  French  as  eailjjtg  IGBO.  In  1763  II  tiu  ced- 
ed to  England,uidBtlhec1oaeoflheRe7olDtlonuT  WaTiitTMceiled  b;Omt 
Britain  to  the  Dulled  BlMtt,  though  ther  held  poHeniim  of  Detroit  till 
1196,  when  it  «a*  niTiendered  lo  the  XJDiCed  States.  In  18(»  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment ma  formed.  The  Biiliah  gained  a  temporary  poanfmion  of  Ihja  ter- 
ritoiv  in  1819-13,  but  it  waa  soon  recpnred  by  the  Americana,  under  Gen. 
William  H.  Harrison.  In  1836  Mich^aA  became  a  Slate,  and  was  admilled 
into  the  anion. 

Area,  96,1)00  sq.m.    Pop.  in  IBM,  913,367. 

CONSTITUTION. 

In  ConTention.  begun  at  tlie  city  of  Detroit,  ah  the  Moond  Mon- 
day of  Maj,  in  tlie  jets  one  thonMnd  e^ht  hoBdred  and  thirty-fiTe: 

We,  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Hiohigan,  u  established  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  eleventh  of  Jaooary,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  in  conformity  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  ordinance  proriding 
fyt  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the  Unil«d  Stales  north-west 
of  the  river  Ohio,  believing  that  &e  time  has  arrived  when  onr 
present  poiitinal  condition  onght  lo  cease,  and  the  right  of  self- 
govenunent  be  asserted  ;  and  avajiing  ourselves  of  that  proriaioQ  of 
the  aforesaid  ordinance  of  the  OSngreat  of  the  United  States  of  the 
thirteenth  day  (tf  July,  serentfen  hnndred  and  mgfitj-ttma,  and  the 
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aotB  of  Oongress  passed  in  aooordanoe  therewith,  which  entitled  u 
to  admission  into  the  Union,  upon  a  condition  which  has  been  fU* 
ftDed,  do,  by  oar  delegates  in  convention  assembled,  mntnallj  agree 
to  form  onrselYes  into  a  free  and  independent  State,  by  the  st^ 
and  title  of  "  The  State  of  Michigan,"  and  do  ordain  and  estaUish 
the  following  Oonstilation  for  the  goyenunent  €i  the  same  : 

ABTIOLB  I. 


Sbc.  1.  AH  politual  power  ia  inherent  in  the  people. 

2.  Goreemment  is  institated  for  the  proteotioni  MOfBrity,  and  bene- 
fit of  the  people ;  and  thej  haTO  the  ng^  at  aU^iiaMe  to  alter  or 
r^orm  the  same,  and  tojabolidi  one  taam  of  gofemmeai  and  estab- 
lish another,  whenerer  ihe  paUio  good  rmpmB  it 

3.  No  man  or  set  of  men  are  entitled  to  tt^elniiTB  or  separate 
privileoes. 

4.  firerj  person  has  a  n|^  to  worship  Ahnji^bty  God  aeoording 
to  thcidictales  of  his  own  oonaeienee ;  and  no  penmi  oaii  of  right 
be  compelled  to  attend,  eiraot|  or  sanpiovt^  agunat  Ua  wiD,  any  i£ee 
of  religioas  worshij^  or  psy  any  tiliie%  taauii  or  other  mtes  for  the 
support  of  any  miniflor  of  the^pispol  or-teadur  of  ndbion. 

5.  No>money  shall  be  dnmu  from  the  tnaauv  for  &e  benefit  of 
religioas  soaietieiL  or  tiMol0giaaliOr«ligiifins  aswiiwries. 

6.  The  cifil  and.nolttkal  lu^  m^  aai  oapaoitiee  of  no 
indiyidoal  shall  be  dhniniahmfor  miKtmm,m  Mooant  of  his  opii- 
ions  or  belief  conoeming  matten  of  raH^im. 

7.  iByery  person  mav  freely  speak,  write,  and  pnbliah  his  senti- 
ments on  all  subjects,  being  responsiDle  for  the  abase  of  tiiat  right; 
and  no  laws  shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  alvidge  the  liberty  of 
speech  or  of  the  press.  In  all  prosecutions  or  indictments  for  lihsls, 
the  troth  may  be  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury ;  and  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  the  jury,  that  the  matter  charged  as  libeloas  ia  true,  and 
was  published  with  good  motives  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  partf 
shall  be  acquitted ;  and  the  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determini 
the  law  and  the  foci 

8.  The  person,  houses,  papers,  and  possessions  of  every  individMl 
shall  be  secure  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seimres ;  and  no 
warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seise  any  person  or  things,  shall 
issue  without  describing  them,  nor  without  probable  cause,  supp(vtsd 
by  oath  or  affirmation. 

9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  aecused  dull  have  the  right 
to  a  spoedy  and  puUie  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage;  te 
be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  agamst  him ;  to  have  eompnisory 
process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  fovor ;  to  have  the  simstains 
of  counsel  for  his  ddense ;  and  in  all  eivil  oases,  in  whieh  petsoBsl 
liberty  may  be  involved,  the  trial  by  jury  shall  not  be  lefiised. 

1 1.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  oftnoe,  oa* 
lisi  on  the  presentment  or  indiotmant  of  a  grand  jury,  taeept  ia 
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cases  of  impeachment,  or  in  cases  cognisable  by  justices  of  the  peace, 
or  arising  in  the  army  or  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger. 

12.  No  person  for  the  same  offence  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  punishment ;  all  persons  shall,  before  conviction,  be  bailable  by 
sufficient  sureties,  except  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evi- 
dent or  the  presumption  great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the  vrrit  of  ha- 
beas corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  case  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

13.  Every  person  has  a  right  to  bear  arms  for  the  defense  of  him- 
self and  the  State. 

]  4.  The  military  shall,  in  cases  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict  sub- 
ordination to  the  civil  power. 

15.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war  but  in  a  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law. 

16.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort ;  no  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testi- 
mony of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in 
open  court. 

17.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ez  post  &cto  law,  or  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  shall  be  passed 

1 8.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required ;  excessive  fines  shall  not 
be  imposed ;  and  cruel  and  unjust  punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

19.  The  property  of  no  person  cuiall  be  taken  for  public  use,  with- 
out just  compensation  therefor. 

20.  The  people  shall  have  the  right  freely  to  assemUe  togetlier, 
to  consult  for  the  common  good,  to  instruct  their  representative^ 
and  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  redress  of  grievances. 

21.  All  acts  of  the  Legislature,  contrary  to  this  or  any  oth«r  art*- 
de  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  void. 

ARTICLE  IL— Electors. 

Sec.  1.  In  all  elections,  every  white  male  oitisen  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  State  six  months  next  pre- 
eeding  any  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  ;  and 
every  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  age  aforesaid,  who  may  be  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
have  the  right  of  voting  as  aforesaid ;  but  no  such  oitiaen  or  inhabit- 
ant shall  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in  the  district,  county,  or  town- 
•hip^  in  which  he  shall  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  such  election. 

2.  All  votes  shall  be  given  by  ballot,  except  for  such  township 
ofieers  as  may,  by  law,  be  directed  to  be  otherwise  chosen. 

3.  Electors  shall,  in  all  oases  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of 
tbe  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  auring  their  attendance  at  elec- 
tions, and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 
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4.  No  elector  Bball  be  obliged  to  do  nulitia  duty  on  the  days  of 
election,  except  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

5.  No  person  shall  be  deemed  to  haye  lost  hiB  reaidenoe  in  this 
State  by  reason  of  his  absence  on  bunneas  of  the  United  Statea,  or 

of  thit  State. 

6.  No  soldier,  seaman,  or  marine,  in  the  army  or  vmwj  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  deemed  a  resident  of  this  State  in  eonie- 
qnence  of  being  stationed  in  any  military  or  nayal  place  within  dw 

same. 

ARTICLE  III.— Division  of  the  PowerM  of  GtmemmeiU. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  shall  be  divided  into  tiiroe 
distinct  departments ;  the  legislative,  the  executive,  and  the  judi- 
cial ;  and  one  department  shall  never  exercise  the  powers  of  ano- 
ther, except  in  such  cases  as  are  expressly  provided  for  in  this  Con- 
stitution. 

ARTICLE  lY. —Legislative  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

2.  The  number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  never  be  loss  than  forty-eight,  nor  more  than  one  hundred : 
and  the  Senate  shall,  at  all  times,  equal  in  number  one-third  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  nearly  as  may  be. 

3.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  an  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  State  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  and  every  ten 
yean  after  the  said  last  mentioned  time ;  and  at  their  first  session 
after  each  enumeration  so  made  as  aforesaid,  and  also  after  each 
enumeration  made  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  Le- 
gislature shall  apportion  anew  the  representatives  and  senators 
among  the  several  counties  and  districts,  according  to  the  number 
of  white  inhabitants. 

4.  The  representatives  shall  be  chosen  annually  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November,  and  on  the  following  day,  by  the  electors  of  tiie 
several  counties  or  districts  into  which  the  State  shall  be  divided 
for  that  purpose.  Each  organized  county  shall  be  entitled  to  at 
least  one  representative ;  but  no  county  hereafter  omnised  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  separate  representative,  until  it  shall  have  attained 
a  population  equaJ  to  the  ratio  of  representation  hereafter  estab- 
lished. 

5.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  two  years,  at  the  same  time 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  representatives  are  required  to  be 
chosen.  At  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  under  inis  Constitu- 
tion, they  shall  be  divided  by  lot  from  their  respective  districts,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  into  two  equal  classes ;  the  seats  of  the  senators 
of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  yesTr 
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and  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year ;  so 
that  one-half  thereof,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  shall  be  chosen  annnidly 
thereafter. 

6.  The  State  shall  be  divided,  at  each  new  apportionment,  into  a 
number  of  not  less  than  four,  nor  more  than  eight,  senatorial  dis- 
tricts, to  be  always  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  so  that  each 
district  shall  elect  an  equal  number  of  senators  annually,  as  nearly 
as  may  be ;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  the  formation  of  saoh 
districts. 

7.  Senators  and  representatives  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  qualified  electors  in  the  respective  counties  and  dis- 
tricts which  they  represent ;  and  a  removal  from  their  respective 
counties  or  districts  shall  be  deemed  a  vacation  of  their  seats. 

8.  No  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  State,  officers  of  the  militia,  justices  of  the  peace,  associate  jud- 
ges of  the  circuit  and  county  courts,  and  postmasters  excepted,  shall 
be  eligible  to  either  house  of  the  Legislature. 

9.  Senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  nor  shall 
they  be  subject  to  any  civil  process,  during  the  session  of  the  Leffis- 
lature,  nor  for  fifteen  days  next  before  the  commencement  and  after 
the  termination  of  each  session. 

10.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and 
under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide.  Each  house  shall 
choose  its  own  officers. 

1 1.  Each  house  shall  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  and 
judge  of  the  qualifications,  elections,  and  returns  of  its  own  members  ] 
and  may,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected,  expel  a  member  ;  but  no  member  shall  be  expelled  a  second 
time  for  the  same  cause,  nor  for  any  cause  known  to  his  constituents 
antecedent  to  his  election. 

12.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  require  secrecy ;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  house,  on  any  question,  shall, 
at  the  request  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  De  entered  on 
the  journal.  Any  member  of  either  house  shall  have  liberty  to  dis- 
sent from  and  protest  a^inst  any  act  or  resolution  which  he  may 
think  injurious  to  the  public  or  an  individual,  and  have  the  reasons 
of  his  dissent  entered  on  the  journal. 

13.  In  all  elections  by  either  or  both  houses,  the  votes  shall 
given  viva  voce ;  and  all  votes  on  nominations  made  to  the  Sena' 
shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  published  with  the  journals 
its  proceedings. 

14.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  open,  except  when  the  pub- 
lic welfare  shall  require  secrecy ;  neither  house  snail,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any 
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oiher  plaoe  than  that  where  the  Lef^sUtare  may  tiien  le  in  m- 
ai<m. 

15.  Any  bill  may  oriffinate  in  either  house  of  the  Legii^atiire. 

lA.  Brery  bill  passed  by  the  L^islatitfe  sludl,  befinre  it  beeomai 
a  laiit^  be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  oga 
it ;  bat  if  not^  he  shall  retom  it,  with  his  obieetions,  to  that  hove 
in  whioh  it  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon 
their  jonmal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  ii  H,  after  sooh  reoonsidf 
oration,  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  present  agree  to  pass  the  ISH^ 
it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  hoose,  by  whom  it 
shall  likewise  be  reconsidered ;  and  if  approved  also  by  two-thirds 
<^all  the  members  present  in  that  hon8e,it  shall  become  a  law;  bat 
in  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for  or  against  Uie 
bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  respectively.  And 
if  any  bill  be  not  returned  by  the  Governor  within  ten  days,  Sun- 
days excepted,  after  it  has  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be- 
eokne  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  i1^  unless  the  L^ps- 
Jature,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it 
shall  not  become  a  law. 

17.  Bvery  resolution  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary,  except  in  cases  of  ad- 
journment, shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shaU  be  proceeded  upon  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
the  case  of  a  bill. 

18.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  for  their  se^ 
vices,  a  compensation  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  tlie 
public  treasury ;  but  no  increase  of  the  compensation  shall  take  ef- 
fect during  the  term  for  which  the  members  of  either  house  shaU 
have  been  elected ;  and  such  compensation  shall  never  exceed  three 
dollars  a  day. 

19.  No  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  any  civil  appoint- 
ment from  the  Governor  and  Senate,  or  from  the  Legislature,  during 
the  term  for  which  he  is  elected. 

20.  The  Governor  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacan- 
cies as  may  occur  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea 

21.  The  Legislature  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  Januaiy 
in  every  year,  and  at  no  other  period,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
law,  or  provided  for  in  this  Constitution. 

22.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be — Be  it  enacted  by 
tke  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  cf  the  State  of  3iichigan. 

^  ARTICLE  Y,— Executive  Depofiment. 

'9  Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Gover- 
nor, who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years ;  and  a  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor shall  be  chosen  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  same  term* 

2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor  or  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, who  shall  not  have  been  five  years  a  citixen  of  the 
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United  States,  and  a  resident  of  this  State  two  years  next  preceding 
the  election. 

3.  The  CK)vernor  and  Lieutenant-dovemor  shall  he  elected  hy  the 
electors  at  the  times  and  places  of  choosing  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  persons  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant-Oovernor  shall  be  elected ;  but  in  case  two  or 
more  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Governor 
or  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Legislature  shall  by  joint  vote  choose 
one  of  the  said  persons,  so  having  an  equal  and  tne  highest  number 
of  votes,  for  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor. 

4.  The  returns  of  every  eleetion  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  scat  of  govern- 
ment, by  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  presence  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houses. 

5.  The  Governor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  and 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  this  State. 

6.  He  shall  transact  all  executive  business  with  the  officers  of 
Government,  civil  and  military;  and  may  require  information,  in 
writing,  from  the  officers  in  the  executive  department,  upon  any 
subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. . 

7.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

8.  He  shall  have  power  to  convene  the  Legislature  on  extraordi- 
nary occasions.  He  shall  communicate  by  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, at  every  session,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend 
such  matters  to  them  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

9.  He  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  the  Legislature  to  such  time 
as  he  may  think  proper,  in  case  of  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  but  not  to  a  period 
beyond  the  next  annual  meeting. 

10.  He  may  direct  the  Legislature  to  meet  at  some  other  place 
than  the  seat  of  government,  if  that  shall  become,  after  its  adjourn- 
ment, dangerous  from  a  common  enemy  or  a  contagious  disease. 

11.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  after 
eonviction,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

12.  When  any  office,  the  appointment  to  which  is  vested  in  the 
0«vernor  and  Senate,  or  in  the  Legislature,  becomes  vacant  durinff 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  the  (^vernor  shall  have  power  to  fill 
smch  vacancy  by  granting  a  commission,  which  Bhall  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  eucceeding  session  of  the  Legislature. 

13.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal  from 
offioe,  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  powers  and 
dmties  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor  until 
such  disability  shadl  cease,  or  the  vacancy  be  filled. 

14.  If,  daring  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor shall  be  impeached,  displaced,  resign,  die,  or  be  absent 
from  the  State,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  shall  act 
ai  Oovernor,  imtdl  the  vacancy  be  filled. 
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1 5.  The  Lieatenant-Cbvenior  shall,  by  Tirtae  of  hk  offiee,  be  Pn- 
sident  of  the  Senate ;  in  committee  of  the  whole,  he  may  debate  on 
all  <]|aestionB ;  and,  when  there  is  an  equal  diYisioa,  he  andl  ghre  the 
casting  vote. 

16.  No  member  of  Congress,  nor  any  other  person  holding  ofioe 
under  the  United  States,  or  this  State,  shall  exooute  the  woe  of 
Governor. 

17.  Whenever  the  office  of  Governor  or  Lieutenani'Govemoir  be- 
comes vacant,  the  person  exercising  the  powers  of  Governor  te  the 
time  being  shall  give  notice  thereof,  ana  the  electors  shall,  at  At 
next  succeeding  annual  -election  for  members  of  the  Logislakuro, 
choose  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

18.  The  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  servieea  a 
compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  incrcuEUMd  nor  diminished  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  has  been  elected. 

19.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  except  when  acting  as  Governor, 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  shall  each  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

20.  A  great  seal  for  the  State  shall  be  provided  by  the  Governor, 
which  shidl  contain  the  device  and  inscriptions  represented  and  de- 
scribed in  the  papers  relating  thereto,  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
Convention,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  terri- 
tory. It  shall  be  kept  by  the  Secretanr  of  State ;  and  all  officisl 
acts  of  the  Governor,  his  approbation  of  the  laws  excepted,  shall  be 
thereby  authenticated. 

21.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name,  and  by  the 
authority,  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

ARTICLE  Yl.— Judicial  DepaHmerU. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  such  other  courts  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time  to  time 
establish. 

2.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
the  term  of  seven  years ;  they  shall  be  nominated,  and  by  and  with 
the  adyice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  by  the  Governor. 
They  shall  receive  an  adequate  compensation,  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office.  But  they  shall  re- 
ceive no  fees  nor  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of 
profit  or  trust  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United 
States. 

3.  A  court  of  probate  shall  be  established  in  each  of  the  organ- 
ised counties. 

4.  Judges  of  all  county  courts,  associate  judges  of  circuit  courts, 
and  judges  of  probate,  shall  be  elected  by  the  Qualified  electors  of 
the  county  in  which  they  reside,  and  shall  hold  tneir  offices  for  four 
years. 

5.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  their  clerk  or  clerks  \  and 
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the  electors  of  each  county  shall  elect  a  clerk,  to  be  dcDominated  a 
county  clerk,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and 
phall  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  to  all  the  courts  of  record  to  be 
held  in  each  county,  except  the  Supreme  Court  and  court  of  probate. 

6.  Each  township  may  elect  four  justices  of  the  peace,  who  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  four  years  ;  and  whose  powers  and  duties  shall 
be  defined  and  regulated  by  law.  At  their  first  election  they  shall 
be  classed  and  divided. by  lot  into  numbers  one,  two,  three,  and  four, 
to  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  so 
that  one  justice  shall  be  annually  elected  in  each  township  thereafter. 
A  removal  of  any  justice  from  the  township  in  which  he  was  elected 
shall  vacute  his  office.  In  all  incorporated  towns,  or  cities,  it  shall 
be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  increase  the  number  of  justices. 

7.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be,  "  In  the  name  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Michigan ;"  and  all  indictments  shall  conclude,  against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  VII.— Ccrtoi?*  StaU  and  County  Officers. 

Sec.  1.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  two  years,  and  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  shall  keep  a 
fair  record  of  the  official  acts  of  the  Legislative  and  executive  de- 
partments of  the  government ;  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the 
same,  and  all  matters  relative  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature  ;  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  assigned 
bim  by  law. 

2.  A  State  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  by  a  joint  vote  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  two  years. 

3.  There  shall  be  an  auditor-general  and  an  Attorney-General  for 
th&  State,  and  a  prosecuting  attorney  for  each  of  the  respective 
counties,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years,  and  who  snail  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  and  whose  powers  and  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

4.  There  shall  be  a  sheriff,  a  county  treasurer,  and  one  or  more 
coroners,  a  register  of  deeds,  and  a  county  surveyor,  chosen  by  the 
electors  in  each  of  the  several  counties  once  in  every  two  vears,  and 
as  often  as  vacancies  shall  happen.  The  sheriff  shall  hold  no  other 
office,  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  holding  the  office  of  sheriff  longer 
than  four  in  any  term  of  six  years :  he  may  be  required  by  law  to 
renew  his  security  from  time  to  time,  and  in  default  of  giving  such 
security,  his  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant ;  but  the  county  shall 
never  be  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  sheriff. 

ARTICLE  VIII. — ImpeachmerUs  and  removals  from  Office. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power 
of  impeaching  all  civil  officers  of  the  State  for  corrupt  conduct  in 
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office,  or  for  crimes  and  misdemeanom ;  but  a  majority  of  all  tlia 
members  elected  shall  be  necessary  to  direct  an  impeaohment 

2.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  When  the 
(}oTernor  or  Lieiitenant-Gh>yemor  shall  be  tried,  the  chief-jnstioe 
of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  preside.  Before  the  trial  of  an  impeach- 
ment, the  members  of  the  Court  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in  question 
according  to  the  evidence ;  and  no  person  shall  be  oonyioted  without 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present.  Jndgment, 
in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend  furtner  than  to  removal 
from  office ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  be  liable  to  indictment 
and  punishment  according  to  law. 

3.  For  any  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground 
for  the  impeachment  of  the  judges  of  any  of  the  courts,  the  Gt)v- 
emor  shall  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each 
branch  of  the  Legislature  ;  but  the  cause  or  causes  for  which  such 
removal  may  be  required  shall  be  stated  at  length  in  the  address. 

4.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  removal  of  justi- 
ces of  the  peace  and  other  county  and  township  officers,  in  such 
manner  and  for  such  cause  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  proper. 

ARTICLE   lX.^MUiHa. 

Sec.  I.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  orffanixing  and 
disciplining  the  militia,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  ezpedh 
ent,  not  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  efficient  discipline  of  the 
officers,  commissioned  and  non-commissioned,  and  musicians,  and 
may  provide  by  law  for  the  organization  and  discipline  of  volunteer 
companies. 

3.  Officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  and  shall 
be  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 

4.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  call  forth  the  militia,  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel 
invasions. 

ARTICLE  X.—Educa4i(m. 

Sec.  1.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Legislature  in  joint  vote,  shall  appoint  a  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two 
years,  and  whose  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

2.  The  Legislature  shall  encourage,  by  all  suitable  means,  the 
promotion  of  intellectual,  scientifical,  and  agricultural  improvement 
The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  grant- 
ed by  the  United  States  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of  schools, 
which  shall  hereafter  be  sold  or  disposed  of.  shall  be  and  remain  a 
perpetual  fund ;  the  interest  of  which,  together  with  the  rents  of  all 
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Bttoh  unsold  lands,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  schools  throughout  the  State. 

3.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  a  system  of  common  schools, 
by  which  a  school  shall  be  kept  up  and  supported  in  each  school  dis- 
trict)  at  least  three  months  in  every  year ;  and  any  school  district 
neglecting  to  keep  up  and  support  such  a  school,  may  be  deprived 
of  its  equal  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the  public  fund. 

4  As  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  State  will  permit,  the  Leg- 
islature shall  provide  for  the  establishment  of  libraries ;  one  at  least 
in  each  township ;  and  the  money  which  shall  be  paid  by  persons  as 
an  equivalent  for  exemption  from  military  duty,  and  the  clear  pro- 
ceeds of  all  fines  assessed  in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach  of 
the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied  to  the  support  of  said 
libraries. 

5.  The  Legislature  shall  take  measures  for  the  protection,  im- 
provement, or  other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  reserved  or  granted  by  the  United  States  to  this  State 
for  the  support  of  a  university ;  and  the  funds  accruing  from  the 
rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from  any  other  source  for  tne  purpose 
aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of 
said  university,  with  such  branches  as  the  public  convenience  may 
hereafter  demand  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  terms  of  such  grant  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the^Legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide 
effectual  means  for  the  improvement  and  permanent  security  of  the 
funds  of  said  university. 

ARTICLE  XL.— Prohibiiim  of  Slavery. 

Sec.  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall  ever  be 
introduced  into  this  State,  except  for  fke  punishment  of  orimes  of 
which  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

ARTICLE  XLL—Mscdiatuaus  Frovisiani. 

Sec.  i.  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  officers,  executive 
and  judicial,  except  such  inferior  officers  as  may  by  law  be  exempted, 
shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation :  ^^  I  do  solemnly 
swear,  or  ^rm,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  iFnited  States,  and  the  Constitation  of  this  State, 

and  that  I  will  faithfoUv  disoharf;e  the  duties  of  the  office  of , 

aoQording  to  the  best  of  my  atnlity."  And  no  other  oath,  declara- 
tion, or  test,  shall  be  required  as  a  qualiileation  for  any  office  or 
pmblic  trust 

2.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no  aet  of  incorporation,  nnless  with 
tbe  assent  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  each  house. 

3.  Internal  improvement  shall  be  enoourged  by  the  government 
of  this  State ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  Legidatore,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  make  provision  bjlaw  for  ascertaining  the  proper  olijeotB 


446 


OF   MICH  10  AN. 


of  improTement  in  relatioo  to  roada,  c&nals,  and  navigable  waters; 
and  it  shall  also  be  their  dnty  to  provide  by  law  for  an  equal,  sjt- 
tematic,  and  eranomical  application  of  the  fanda  which  may  be  «p- 
propriated  to  these  objectH. 

4.  No  money  ehall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  bat  in  conaeqaence 
of  appropriatioDB  made  by  law  ;  and  an  accurate  Btatemeut  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  money  Bhall  be  attached  to 
and  published  with  the  laws  annnallT- 

5.  Divorces  shall  not  be  granted  b^  the  Legislature;  but  the 
L^slature  may  by  law  anthorize  the  higher  oonrts  to  grant  them, 
under  such  restrictions  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

6.  No  lottery  shall  be  authoriied  by  thii  State,  nor  shall  the  sale 
of  lottery  tickets  be  allowed, 

7.  No  county  now  organized  by  law  shall  ever  be  reduced,  by  the 
organisation  of  new  counties,  to  loss  than  four  hundred  square  milea 

8.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor-Oen- 
eral  shall  keep  their  offices  at  the  seat  of  government. 

9.  The  seat  of  government  for  this  State  shall  be  at  Detroit,  or 
at  such  other  place  or  places  as  may  bo  preaoiibed  by  law,  until 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  when  it  shall  be  perma- 
nency located  by  the  Legislature. 

10.  The  first  Governor  and  Lientenant-GoTemor  shall  hold 
their  offices  nntil  the  first  Motidav  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  and  until  others  shd  be  elected  and  qualified;  and 
thereafter,  they  shall  bold  their  offices  for  two  years,  and  until  their 
successors  shall  be  elected  and  qualified. 

11.  When  a  vacancy  shall  happen,  occasioned  by  the  death,  re- 
signation, or  removal  from  office  of  any  person  holding  office  under 
this  State,  the  Buccessor  theiyto  shall  hold  hia  office  ^or  tiie  period 
which  his  predecessor  had  to  serve,  and  no  l<)Bger,  unless  again  oho- 


MiBaoDBr  wu  originallY  included  in  the  wnllory  of  Louisiana.  Il  wm  por- 
ehased  or  the  French  Jn  1803,  by  the  UoiuA  BlMea.  In  1804  it  wu  conailluled 
tl>e  tprrilory  of  LoaMaDa,  and  in  U13  its  name  vas  cbanged  (o  Minoorl.  In 
1621  it  became  a  State,  and  vas  adminoj  lata  the  union.  St.  Louis  waa  let- 
lled  by  the  French  in  176|L  and  i>  one  of  &e  m(mt  fltnuiahlng  citie*  in  the 
Went. 


CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  ptapU  of  the  State  if  URuoun,  bw  out  delegates  in  Conven- 
tion assembled,  do  ordaiti  and  aUMifh  thefoUomng  Constitvtion  .- 

ARTICLE  I.— (y  Boiaulariet. 

Sec.  1.  We  do  deoUre,  eeUblieh, ntiff  and  confirm  thefoUowing 
ae  the  pennauent  bonndaries  of  the  Stat«  of  MisBouri  :  "  BcgiDoing 
ID  the  middle  of  the  Muaissippi  river,  on  th«  parallel  of  thirty-eii  de- 
grees of  north  latitude ;  thence  west  along  the  said  paisllel  of  latitude 
to  the  St.  Francois  riTcr,  thence  np  and  following  the  course  of  that 
river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof,  to  the  parallel  of  lat- 
itude of  thirt;f-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  ;  thence  west  alonj;  the 
same,  to  a  point  where  the  uid  panllel  ia  intersected  b;  a  mendian 
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line  passing  through  the  middle  of  the  month  of  the  EannuB  riTer, 
where  the  same  empties  into  the  Missouri  river ;  thenoe  from  the 
point  aforesaid,  north  along  the  said  meridian  line  to  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  Missouri  riyer ;  thenoe  up  and  following 
the  course  of  saiil  stream,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof 
to  the  interse^on  of  the  parallel  of  latitade  which  passes  throng 
the  rapids  rf  the  rivar  Dee  Moines ;  lUbam  .flifft  from  the  point  of 
intersection  last  albreaaid,  along  the  said  MvaUfll  of  latitude,  to  tiie 
middle  of  the  mun  channel  of  the  main  iraik  of  the  said  river  Dei 
Moines ;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  die  milin  ehannel  of  the 
said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the  mouth  of  the  .mim  wheie  it  empties 
into  the  Mississippi  river :  thqnce  ioB  coil  to  the  middle  oi  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  riveor ;  thenoe  diffni  and  following  the 
course  of  the  Missi08ipp^river,:i|i  the  middle  of  the  main  chaniiel 
thereof  to  the  place  of  b^nniaff." 

2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  moint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  commissioiieni  mm  any  other 
State,  to  adjust  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  to  determine 
what  islands  in  ^e  Mississippi  river  are  within  tk>  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri 

3.  The  Oeneral  Assembly  shall  haveiKnver,  with  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,  to  acquire  additional  toRitory, .  and  to  extend  the 
boundary  of  this  State  so  as  to  inelnde  sseh  additional  territory  as 
may  hereafter  be  acquired  by 'the  St^. 

4.  All  that  territory  of  the  State  of  Missouri  which  is  bounded  on 
the  east  by  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
on  the  north  by  the  line  that  separates  township!  for^-fbnr  and 
fbrty-five,  on  the  west  by  a  pxeridian  line  running  through  the  mid* 
die  of  range  six  east,  and  oa  the  south  by  the  Hue  thai  ieparaftes 
townships  forty-three  and  ibrty-four  porth,  is  hereW  cedea  to  the 

fovernmcnt  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  and 
eeping  thereon  the  seat  of  eovemment  of  ^e  United  'Statas,  in 
conformity  to  the  sixteenth  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  .United  States.  This  section  shall 
not  take  effect  until  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
assented  to  the  same,  and  provided  for  the- removal  of  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  United  States  to  the  district  hereby  ceded  to  the 
United  States. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Cf  the  Disiribuiion  of  Powers, 

The  powers  of  government  shall  be  divided  into  three  dUstinat 
departments,  each  of  which  shall  be  confined  to  a  separate  magis- 
tnej :  and  no  person  charged  with  the  exercise  of  powers  propeify 
belongine  to  one  of  these  departments,  shall  exercise  any  powen 
properly  Delonging  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  the  uitancei 
hereinafter  expreraly  directed  or  permitted. 
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ARTICLE  IIL—Qr  the  Legislative  Power. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  ^^  General  A§- 
sembly,"  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  members  to  be 
chosen  every  second  year,  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  several 
counties,  apportioned  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit :  The  ratio  of 
representation  shall  be  ascertained  at  each  apportioning  session  of 
the  Legislature,  by  dividing,  the  whole  number  of  permanent  free 
white  inhabitants  of  the  State  by  the  number  one  hundred.  Each 
county  having  three-fifths  of  said  ratio  shall  be  entitled  to  one  rep- 
resentative; each  county  having  said  ratio  and  a  fraction  over, 
equal  to  two-thirds,  shall  be  entitled  to  two  representatives ;  eaeh 
county  having  twice  said  ratio,  and  a  fraction  over,  equal  to  two- 
thirds,  shall  be  entitled  to  three  representatives ;  each  county  hav- 
ing four  times  said  ratio  shall  be  entitled  to  four  representatives  ; 
and  so  on  above  that  number,  giving  one  additional  member  for  eaoh 
additional  ratio.  And  when  any  county,  entitled  to  more  than  two 
representatives,  shall  have  a  town  or  city  therein,  with  the  full 
amount  of  said  ratio,  such  town  or  city  shidl  be  entitled  to  a  sepa- 
rate representation  from  the  county :  provided  the  residue  of  we 
oountv  shall  amount  to  the  ratio ;  and  in  such  case,  a  town  or  city 
shall  be  divided  into  as  many  separate  districts  as  the  number  of 
members  apportioned  to  such  town  or  oitv,  containing  as  near  as  may 
be  an  equal  number  of  permanent  free  white  inhabitants,  which  divi- 
sion shall  be  made  by  the  tribunal  transacting  county  business  in  the 
county,  as  soon  after  each  apportionment  as  is  practicable,  and  shall 
not  be  changed  until  after  the  suooeeding  apportionment;  eaoh  of 
wbich  districts  shall  elect  one  representative :  provided,  however,  thai 
wben  any  county  having  leas  ihan  three-fifths  of  siud  ratio,  shall  not 
be  contiguous  to  any  ower  tounty  with  less  than  three-fifths  thereof^ 
such  county  shall  neverthelesB  be  entitled  to  one  representative ; 
and  in  all  other  oases  of  small  oountieB  having  less  than  three-fifths, 
they  shall  be  formed  into  distriots,  containing  two-thirds  of  said  ratio, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  one  member  for  the  same. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  shall  not  have  attained  ihe  age  of  twenty-four  years,  who  shall 
not  be  a  free  white  male  oitueen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  two  years,  and  of  the  county  or 
district  which  he  represents  one  year  next  before  his  election,  if  such 
county  or  district  shall  have  been  so  long  established ;  but  if  not, 
then  of  the  county  or  counties,  district  or  districts,  from  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  taken,  and  who  shall  not  moreover  have  paid  a 
State  or  county  tax,  within  one  year  next  preceding  his  election. 

4.  The  General  Assembly,  at  their  first  session  after  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  shall  cause  an  enumeration  of  the  permanent 
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free  white  inhkbitanti  of  this  State  to  be  m&de,  and  at  the  first  its- 
BOn  after  the  enumeraticn  shall  apportion  the  Dumber  of  represen- 
tatiTee  among  the  several  counties  as  directed  b;  the  second  section 
of  ^is  article.  And  everj  fourth  year  thereafter  they  shall  cauMi 
like  enomeration  to  be  made,  and  snail  apportioD  the  representatitu 
among  the  several  counties  according  to  the  same  section,  except  thit 
tWD-thirde  of  the  ratio  shall  be  required,  instead  of  three-fifths,  hi 
aatitle  a  ooonty  to  one  member. 

5.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  ibr  tbe 
t«nn  of  four  years.  Noperson  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  hare 
attuned  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  who  shall  not  be  a  free  while 
male  oitiien  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not  have  been  an  inhib- 
itant  of  this  State  four  years  neit  preceding  his  election,  and  of 
the  district  which  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent  one  year  next  be- 
fine  his  election,  if  snch  district  shall  have  been  ao  long  establisbed. 
hat  if  not,  then  of  the  district  or  districts  from  which  the  same 
■hall  have  been  taken,  and  who  shall  not  moreover  have  paid  a  State 
or  oonn^  tax  within  one  year  next  preceding  his  election. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  condst  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 
than  thirty-three  members,  for  the  election  of  whom  the  State  shill 
he  divided  into  convenient  districts,  which  may  be  altered  fron 
time  to  time,  and  new  districts  established,  as  pnblio  oonvenieoM 
may  require ;  and  the  senators  shall  be  apportioned  unoDff  the  aen- 
nl  districts  according  to  the  number  of  permanent  free  wEite  mhib- 
itants  in  each ;  provided,  that  when  a  senatorial  dJBtriot  "h*!!  lie 
oom^osed  of  two  or  more  counties,  the  counties  of  iriiieh  tneh  distiiri 
oonaists,  shall  not  be  entirety  separated  by  any  ooouty  )>elonguic  to 
another  districtj  nor  shall  aaid  district,  so  compooed  of  two  or  ww 
oonntiM,  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  senator  ;  and  no  oounty  ihali 
be  divided  in  forming  such  a  district,  eicept  a.  county  whose  populi- 
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Monday  in  August,  and  shall  be  held  bienniallj,  and  the  electors  in 
all  cases  except  of  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  peace,  shall  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  their  continuance  at  elections,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

9.  The  Governor  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vaoanoies 
as  may  occur  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly. 

10.  Every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  may 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  and  who  shall  have  re- 
sided in  this  State  one  year  before  an  election,  the  last  throe  months 
whereof  shall  have  been  in  the  county  or  district  in  which  he  offers 
to  vote,  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  elector  of  all  elective  officers ; 
where  a  county  shall  be  districted,  any  person  who  is  otherwise  qual- 
ified and  shall  have  resided  in  a  representative  district  for  one  month, 
shall  have  a  riglit  to  voto  in  such  district ;  and  until  he  acquires  a 
right  to  vote  in  the  district  to  which  he  has  removed,  he  shall  have 
the  right  to  vote  in  the  district  from  which  he  removed  :  provided^ 
that  no  soldier,  seaman,  or  mariner,  in  the  regular  army  or  navy  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  in  this 
State.  No  person  who  has  been  convicted  of  any  felonious  or  infamous 
crime  in  any  foreign  country,  or  any  State  of  this  Union,  or  who  has 
become  a  fugitive  from  justice  from  such  country  or  State,  on  account 
of  the  commission  of  such  crime,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  in  this 
State.  This  disqualification  shall  not  extend  to  any  offence  of  a  po- 
Utical  nature,  nor  to  any  offence  which  would  not  be  considered  fe- 
lonious or  infamous  in  this  State. 

11.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity.  Secretary  of  State, 
Attorney-General,  State  auditor,  State  or  county  treasurer,  register, 
or  recorder,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  sheriff,  coroner,  member 
of  Congress,  or  other  person  holding  any  lucrative  office  under  the 
United  States  or  of  this  State,  militia  officers,  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  postmasters  excepted,  shall  be  eligible  to  either  house  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

12.  No  person  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  a  collector  or 
holder  of  public  money,  nor  anv  assistant  or  deputv  of  such  collector 
or  holder  of  public  money,  shall  be  eligible  to  either  house  of  the 
Ckncral  Assembly,  nor  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  unless  he  shall, 
prior  to  his  election  or  appointment,  have  accounted  for  and  paid  all 
sums  for  which  he  may  be  accountable. 

13.  No  person,  while  he  continues  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a 
bishop,  priest,  or  clergyman  or  teacher  of  any  religious  persuasion, 
denomination,  society,  or  sect  whatever,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  to  either  house  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  nor  to  the  office  of  ludge  in  any  court  of  record. 

1  i.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  exclude  from  every 
office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit,  within  this  State,  and  from  the  right 
of  )iuffrage.  all  persons  convicted  of  bribery  or  other  infamous  crime. 

15.  Every  person  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  give,  or  offer 
any  bribe  to  procure  his  eleotion  or  aypoiiiiment  to  any  office,  or 
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the  eleotimk  or  appointment  of  any  other  person,  AtSL  on  eottiietioa^ 
be  ^aqnlified  for  an  eleotor,  and  for  any  oflm  of  nenor,  proit  or 
tnttt  tmder  ^is  State. 

16.  No  senator  or  representatiYe  shall,  during  the  term  for  ivUdi 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  cItU  oflioe  under 
this  State,  during  said  term,  ezeept  such  offioes  as  shall  be  filled  fay 
elections  by  the  people. 

17.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  renlat- 
ing  proceedings  in  cases  of  contested  electaons  of  senators  and  resh 
resentatiyes.  Each  house  shall  appoint  its  own  officers,  and  shall 
jn^  of  the  qualifications,  elections  and  returns  of  its  own  members. 
A  minority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  bumnesi^ 
but  a  smaUer  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under 
such  penalties,  as  each  house  may  proyide. 

18.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  pun- 
ish its  members  for  disorderly  behayior,  and  with  the  ooncurrenee 
of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected,  expel  any  member,  but  no 
member  shall  be  expelled  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause.  Thcj 
shiH  each,  from  time  to  time,  publish  a  journal  of  their  proceedings, 
ezeept  snch  parts  as  may  in  their  opinion  require  secraoy ;  and  Ae 
yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  oe  entered  on  the  journal  at  the 
aesire  d  bny  fiye  members. 

19.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole,  dnll 
be  kept  open,  except  in  cases  which  may  require  secrecy,  and  each 
house  may  punish  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  any  person  not  a  mem- 
ber, ifho  shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house,  by  any  disorderiy 
or  contemptuous  behayior  in  their  presence,  during  their  session : 
Prtmidedj  that  such  fine  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars,  and 
such  imprisonment  shall  not  exceed  forty-eight  hours  for  one  ofibnoe 

20.  JNeither  house  shall  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjoun 
for  more  than  two  days  at  any  one  time,  nor  to  any  other  place  thaa 
to  that  in  which  the  two  houses  may  be  sitting. 

21.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and  may  be  altered, 
amended  or  rejected  by  the  other,  except  bills  for  raising  reTenfi& 
which  shall  onginato  only  in  the  House  of  Representatiyes :  ana 
eyery  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  difierent  dap  in  each  house,  unless 
two-thirds  of  the  house  where  the  same  is  depending,  shall  dispense 
with  this  rule.  And  eyery  bill  hayinff  passed  both  houses,  shaU  be 
signed  by  the  speaker  of  tne  House  of  Aepresentatiyes,  and  by  the 
president  of  the  Senate. 

22.  When  any  officer,  ciyil  or  militaty,  shall  be  appointed  by  a 
joint  or  concurrent  yote  of  both  houses,  or  by  the  separate  yote  of 
either  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  yotes  shiul  be  publidy 
given  mva  voce  and  entered  on  the  journals ;  the  whole  list  of  mem- 
bers shall  be  called,  and  the  names  of  absentees  shdl  be  noted  and 
published  with  the  journals. 

83.  The  sonaton  a&d  v^MMntathes,  iti  aB  easM)  ei^ 
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on,  felony  or  broMih  of  the  peaoe,  shall  he  prvril^ged  from  aneel, 
daring  the  seesion  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  for  fifteen  dajs 
next  before  the  oommenoement  and  after  the  termination  of  each 
session,  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  hon8e,^ej  shall  not 
be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

24.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  severally  receive 
from  the  public  treasury  a  compensation  for  their  services,  which 
may  from  time  to  time  be  increased  or  diminished  by  law :  but  no 
alteration,  increasing  or  tending  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
members,  shall  take  efiect  during  the  session  at  which  such  altera- 
tion shall  be  made ;  and  no  session  shall  continue  longer  than  sixty 
days. 

25.  The  Grcneral  Assembly  shall  direct  by  law.  First,  In  iriiat 
manner  and  in  what  courts  suits  may  be  brought  against  the  State ; 
Second,  The  cases  in  which  deductions  shafi  be  made  from  the 
salaries  of  public  officers  for  neglect  of  duty  in  their  official  capacity, 
and  the  amount  of  such  deductions. 

26.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws.  First, 
For  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of  their  owners, 
and  without  paying  them,  before  such  emancipation,  a  full  equiva- 
lent for  such  slaves  so  emancipated,  and  removing  such  slaves  so 
emancipated  out  of  this  State;  Second,  To  prevent  bona  fide  immi- 
grants to  this  State,  or  actual  settlers  therem,  from  bringing  from 
any  of  the  United  States  or  frt>m  their  territories,  such  persons  as 
may  there  be  deemed  to  be  slaves,  so  long  as  any  persons  ra  the  same 
description  are  allowed  to  be  held  as  slaves  by  the  laws  of  this  State. 

27.  The  General  Assembly  ishall  have  power  to  pass  laws,  First, 
To  prohibit  the  introduction  into  tills  State  of  any  slaves  who  may 
have  committed  any  high  crime  in  any  other  State  or  Territoiy. 
Second,  To  prohibit  the  introduction  of  any  slave  for  the  purpose 
of  speculation,  or  as  an  article  of  trade  or  merchandise.  Third,  To 
prohibit  the  introduction  into  this  State  of  any  slave,  or  the  ofbpxug 
of  any  slave,  who,  heretofore,  may  have  been,  or  who,  hereafter,  may 
be  imported  from  any  foreign  country  into  the  United  States  or  any 
territory  thereof^  in  contravention  of  any  existinK  statute  of  the 
United  States ;  and  Fourth,  To  permit  the  owners  of  slaves  to  ettan- 
eipate  Ihem  (saving  the  rights  of  creditors),  where  the  persons  so 
«manciniting  will  give  security  that  the  slaves  so  emaneipatod  shall 
be  fortnwith  removed  out  of  the  State. 

28.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  pass  sueh  laws  as  may  be  neoesaary,  First,  To  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  this  State, 
under  any  pretext  whatever :  pravidedj  that  notiiing  in  this  Consti- 
tution shaQ  be  constmed  to  oonfliot  with  the  provisions  of  the  first 
clause  of  the  seeond  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  Stotes.  Second,  To  oUi^  the  owners  of  slaves  to 
treat  them  with  humanity,  and  to  abstain  from  all  i]]\|nries  to  them, 
extending  to  life  or  limb. 
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29.  In  proseoatioiiB  for  felony  and  capital  eiimes,  danw  dull  not 
bo  deprived  of  an  impartial  trial  by  jnry,  and  oouria  of  jnstioe  be- 
fore whom  Blaves  shau  be  tried,  shall  assign  them  eonnad  for  theur 
defense.        « 

30.  Any  person  who  shall  malioionsly  depriye  of  life  or  dismeoi- 
ber  a  slave,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  would  be  inflioted  for 
the  like  offence  if  it  were  committed  on  a  free  white  person. 

31.  The  Geneni  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  law 
whereby  any  debt  shall  be  created,  that  shall  cause  the  entire  in- 
debtedness of  the  State,  contracted  under  this  Constitation,  to  ex- 
ceed at  any  one  time,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  except  in  oases 
of  war,  insurrection  or  invasion.  But  the  General  Assembly  mav 
propose  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both 
branches  thereof  the  creation  of  a  debt  for  any  specified  purpose, 
which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  direct  vote  of  the  people  at  the  next 
general  election  thereafter,  and  if  approved  by  a  majority  of  the 
<]ualified  voters  voting  on  such  question,  shall  be  of  fiiW.  force  and 
effect ;  provided,  that  each  proposition  shall  be  for  one  object  alone, 
and  shall  propose  the  ways  and  means,  by  taxation,  for  the  payment 
of  the  debt  aud  interest  as  they  become  due ;  and  provided  fiiTther^ 
that  no  more  than  one  proposition  shall  be-  submitted  by  any  one 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  debt  proposed  shall 
not  have  a  longer  time  to  run  than  twenty  years. 

32.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  have  power  to  grant  a  di- 
vorce in  any  case. 

33.  The  power  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government 
of  the  militia  shall  be  vested  in  the  General  Assembly. 

34.  No  private  or  local  bill,  which  may  be  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly,  shall  embrace  more  than  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be 
expressed  in  the  title. 

35.  The  Governor,  Lieutenant-Gx^vernor,  Secretary  of  State,  Au- 
ditor, Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  and  all  judges  of  the  courts  of 
law  and  equity,  shall  bo  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor 
in  office,  but  judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend  further  than 
removal  from  office  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor, 
trust  or  profit,  under  the  State  government. 

36.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate,  and 
when  sitting  for  that  purpose  the  senators  shall  be  on  oath  or  affir- 
mation to  do  justice  according  to  law  and  evidence.  When  the  Grov- 
crnor  shall  be  tried,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
preside,  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  all  the  senators  elected. 

37.  A  State  Treasurer  shall  be  biennially  appointed  by  a  joint 
vote  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  who  shall  keep  ]iis 
office  at  the  seat  of  government  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law,  or 
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joint  resolution,  and  an  acoiirate  aeoonnt  of  the  reoaipta  and  ozpeii- 
ditures  of  the  puhlio  mon^  shall  be  annually  published. 

38.  The  appointment  of  all  officers  not  otherwise  directed  by  tUi 
Constitution,  shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law ;  and  all  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  under  the  authority 
of  this  State,  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  respectife 
offices,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  State,  and  to  oemeaa  themselves  fiuthfully 
in  office.  Any  person  who,  after  the  ratification  of  this  Constitution, 
shall  be  engaged  in  a  duel  either  as  principal,  second,  surgeon,  ao- 
cessory,  or  abettor,  or  in  giving,  accepting,  or  knowinffly  carrying  a 
challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  onrfl 
or  military  office  or  appointment  in  thii;  State,  and  if  any  peraon 
thus  disqualified  shall  receive  an  appointment,  election,  or  oommb- 
sion,  the  same  shall  be  void. 

39.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  by 
law,  for  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  survivor  of  a  duel,  and 
his  estate,  shall  be  rendered  responsible  to,  and  be  charged  with  a 
compensation  for  the  wife  and  diildren  of  the  deceased,  whom  ke 
has  slain. 

40.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  1848,  and  thereafter  the  General  Assembly  shall  meet 
once  in  every  two  years,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November,  unless  a  difierent  day  be  fixed  by  law. 

41.  No  county  now  established  by  law,  shall  ever  be  reduced  by 
the  establishment  of  new  counties,  or  otherwise,  to  less  than  twentT 
miles  square :  nor  shall  any  county  hereafter  be  established  whiop 
shall  contain  less  than  five  hundred  square  miles,  nor  shall  any  new 
county  be  hereafter  organized,  so  as  to  entitle  such  county  to  separ- 
ate representation,  un&ss  the  number  of  permanent  free  white  in- 
habitants therein,  shall  at  the  time  be  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  ratio 
of  representation  then  being,  but  may  oe  organized  with  a  smaller 
number  for  all  other  purposes,  civil  and  mihtary.  But  residuuma 
of  territory  upon  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  containing  four 
hundred  square  miles,  may  have  county  organization. 

42.  No  person  holding  an  office  of  profit  under  the  United  States^ 
shall,  durinff  his  continuance  in  office,  be  elected  or  appointed  to^  or 
hold  any  office  of  profit  under  this  State. 

43.  Within  ten  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  all 
the  statute  laws  of  a  general  nature,  both  civil  and  criminal,  ahaU 
be  revised,  digested  and  promulgated,  in  snob  manner  as  the  (Jenenl 
Assembly  shiOl  by  law  direct ;  and  a  like  revision,  digest  and  pro- 
mulgation, shall  he  made  at  the  expiration  of  every  subsequent  pe- 
riod of  sixteen  yean. 

44.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be,  ^  Be  it  enaoted 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri." 
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AETIOLE  IY,—€f  ^  Exeaakf$  Power. 

8eo.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  Bhall  be  vested  in  &  ChMf 
Magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  '^the  Goremor  of  the  State  of 
IfSssourl" 

2.  The  Ck>yemor  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  a  free  while 
eiliien  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  liave  been  a  eitiien  of  tiie 

4iltpijted  States  ten  years,  ana  of  the  State  of  Missouri  at  least  fire 
years  next  preceding  his  election. . 

3.  The  Crovemor  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  and  until  a 
fttocessor  be  duly  elected  and  qualified.    He  shaU  be  elected  in  the 

pmner  following :  At  the  time  and  place  of  voting  for  members  of 
le  House  of  Bepresentatives,  the  qualified  electors  shall  vote  for  a 
viiovemor,  and  when  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  and  a  higher  number  than  any  other  persoxL  the  election  shall 
b^  decided  between  them  by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Gen- 
M^al  Assembly,  at  their  next,  session. 

4.  The  Governor  shall  be  ineligible  for  the  next  four  years  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service. 

5.  The  Gt>vemor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 

3YJ  of  this  State,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  s^rioe 
the  United  States — but  need  not  command  in  person,  unless  ad- 
vised so  to  do  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly. 

6.  The  Governor  shall  have  power,  ttfter  conviction,  to  remit  fines 
and  forfeitures,  and,  except  in  oases  of  impeachment,  to  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons. 

7.  The  Governor  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  General 
Assembly  information  relative  to  the  State  of  the  Government,  and 
shall  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
deem  necessity  and  expedient.  On  extraordinary  occasions,  he 
may  convene  the  General  Assembly  by  proclamation,  and  shall  state 
to  them  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  convened. 

8.  The  Governor  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  distributed  and 
faithfully  executed ;  and  he  shall  be  a  conservator  of  the  peaoe 
throughout  the  State. 

9.  When  any  office,  except  that  of  sheriff  or  coroner,  shall  become 
vacant,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  until  a  successor  be  appointed  and  qualified 
according  to  law. 

10.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  been  passed  by  both  houses  of 
the  General  Assembly,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  presented 
to  the  Governor  for  his  approbation.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  sign 
it;  if  not, he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated ;  and  the  house  shall  cause  the  ob- 
jections to  be  entered  at  large  upon  its  journal,  and  shall  proceed 
to  reconsider  the  bill  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  same,  it  shall  be 
sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house ;  by  which  it 
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shall  be  in  like  manner  reconsidered;  and,  if  approved  by  a  majority 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  In 
all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for  and  against  the  bill 
shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house,  respectively.  If  any 
bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  four  days  (Sundays 
excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall 
bccouie  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  Governor  had  signed  it ;  un- 
less the  General  Assembly,  by  its  adjournment,  shall  prevent  its  re- 
turn, iu  which  case  it  shall  not  become  a  law. 

1 1.  Every  resolution,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary,  except  in  cases  of  ad- 
journment, shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  proceeded  upon  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
the  case  of  a  bill. 

1 2.  There  shall  be  an  auditor  of  public  accounts,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point. He  shall  continue  in  office  four  years,  and  until  his  successor 
is  duly  appointed  and  qualified  ;  and  shall  perform  such  duties  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law.  His  office  shall  be  kept  at  the  seat  of 
government. 

13.  The  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services 
an  adequate  salary,  to  be  fixed  by  law ;  which  shall  neither  be  in- 
creased nor  diminished  after  his  election  and  during  his  continuance 
in  office. 

14.  There  shall  be  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  shall  be  elected 
at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  same  term,  and  shall 
possess  the  same  qualifications  as  the  Gt)vemor.  The  electors  shall 
distinguish  for  whom  they  vote  as  Governor  and  for  whom  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. 

15.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  bo 
President  of  the  Senate.  In  committee  of  the  whole,  he  mav  debate 
on  all  questions ;  and,  when  there  is  an  equal  division,  he  shall  give 
the  casting  vote  in  the  Senate,  and  also  in  joint  vote  of  both  houses. 

16.  When  the  office  of  Governor  shall  become  vacant,  by  death, 
resignation,  absence  from  the  State,  removal  from  office,  refusal  to 
qualify,  impeachment,  or  otherwise,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or,  in 
case  of  like  disability  on  his  part,  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro 
tempore,  or  if  there  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  possess  all  the  powers 
and  discharge  all  the  duties  of  Governor,  ana  shall  receive  for  his 
services  the  like  compensation,  until  such  vacancy  be  filled,  or  the 
Governor,  so  absent  or  impeached,  shall  return  or  be  acquitted ;  and 
if,  at  any  time,  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  the  acting  Governor,  another  presiding 
officer  shall  be  chosen  in  his  place  by  the  body  over  which  he  presided. 

17.  Whenever  the  office  of  Governor  shall  become  vacant,  by 
death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  the  Lieutenant- 
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Gtovemor,  or  other  person  exercising  the  power  of  Gtrremor  fixr  the 
time  being,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  cause  an  eledion  to  be  held  to 
fill  such  vacancy,  ffivinff  three  months  preyions  notice  thereof;  and 
the  person  elected  shidl  not  thereby  bo  rendered  ineligible  to  the 
office  of  Oovernor  for  the  next  succeeding  term.  Nevertholcss,  if 
such  yacancY  shall  happen  within  eighteen  months  of  the  end  of  the 
term  for  which  the  late  Governor  shall  have  been  elected,  the  same 
shall  not  be  filled. 

18.  The  Lieutenant-Gt>Temor  or  President  of  the  Senate  pn 
tempore^  while  presiding  in  the  Senate,  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
pensation as  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Sep- 
resentatives. 

19.  The  returns  of  all  elections  of  Governor  and  Lieatenaat- 
Gbvernor,  shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  snob  manner 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

20.  Contested  elections  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Grovemor, 
shall  be  decided  by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  General 
Assembly,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

21.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State,  whom  the  Governor,  bf 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  nt 
shall  hold  his  office  during  the  continuance  in  office  of  tne  Governor 
appointing  him,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  duly  qualified ;  un- 
less sooner  removed  on  impeachment  He  shall  keep  a  register  id 
all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Gbvemor,  and  when  ne- 
cessary shall  attest  the  same ;  and  he  shall  lay  the  same,  together 
with  all  papers  relative  thereto,  before  either  house  of  the  General 
Assembly,  whenever  required  so  to  do;  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  enjoined  on  him  by  law. 

22.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  keep  the  seal  of  State,  with  such 
emblems  and  devices  as  are  directed  by  law,  which  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  change.  It  shall  be  called  the  *^  grcdt  seal  of  the  State  of 
Missouri ;"  and  all  official  acts  of  the  Governor,  his  approbation  of 
the  laws  excepted,  shall  be  thereby  authenticated. 

23.  There  shall  be  elected,  in  each  county,  by  the  qualified  elec- 
tors, at  the  time  and  place  of  electing  representatives,  a  sherifi*  and 
a  coroner.  They  shall  serve  for  two  years,  and  until  a  successor  be 
duly  qualified,  unless  sooner  removed  for  misdemeanor  in  office :  and 
shall  be  ineligible  four  years  in  any  period  of  eight  years.  The 
sheriff  and  coroner  shall  each  give  security  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law.  Whenever  a  county  shall  be  hereafter  established,  the  Govern- 
or shall  appoint  a  sheriff  and  coroner  therein,  who  shall  each  con- 
tinue in  office  until  the  next  succeeding  general  election,  and  until 
a  successor  shall  be  duly  qualified. 

24.  Whenever  vacancies  shall  happen  in  the  office  of  sheriff  or 
coroner,  the  judges  of  the  tribunal  transacting  county  business,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  cause  an  election  to  be 
held  to  fill  such  vacancy,  giving  fifteen  days  previous  notice  thereof; 
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said  judges  having  tho  power,  in  the  meantime,  of  making  tempora- 
ry appointments ;  and  the  person  elected  shall  continue  in  office 
until  his  successor  is  duly  qualified.  Nevertheless,  if  such  vacancy 
shall  happen  within  six  months  of  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  the 
late  sheriff  or  coroner  shall  have  been  elected  or  appointed,  the  said 
judges  or  a  majority  of  them,  may,  in  their  discretion,  order  such 
olection  or  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment,  and  the  sheriff  or  cor- 
oner so  elected  or  appointed,  shall  not  thereby  be  rendered  ineligi- 
ble for  the  next  succeeding  term. 

25.  In  all  elections  of  sheriff  and  coroner,  when  two  or  more  per- 
sons have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  and  a  higher  number  than  any 
other  person,  the  circuit  courts  of  the  counties  shall  give  the  casting 
vote.  And  all  contested  elections  shall  be  decided  by  the  circuit 
courts  respectively,  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
by  law  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  Y.—Cf  Judicial  Powers. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power,  as  to  matters  of  law  and  equity,  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  circuit  courts,  county  courts,  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  such  other  tribunals  inferior  to  the  circuit  courts, 
as  the  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  estab- 
lish. 

2.  The  Supreme  Court,  except  in  cases  otherwise  directed  by  this 
Constitution,  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  shall  be 
co-extensive  with  the  State,  under  the  restrictions  and  limitations 
in  this  Constitution  provided. 

3.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  a  general  superintending  con- 
trol over  all  inferior  courts ;  it  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of 
habeas  corpus,  mandamus,  prohibition,  quo  warranto,  information  in 
the  nature  of  writs  of  quo  warranto,  certiorari,  and  other  original 
remedial  writs,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same. 

4.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  three  judges,  any  two  of 
whom  shall  be  a  quorum ;  it  shall  hold  two  sessions  annually,  at  the 
seat  of  government,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law. 

5.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 
each  judge  shall  be  appointed  for  the  term  of  twelve  vears ;  and 
every  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancv  shall  be  for  the  residue  of  the 
term  only  ;  but  in  all  cases  the  judge  shall  hold  over  until  a  succes- 
sor shall  be  appointed  and  qualified. 

6.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  conservators  of  the 
peace  throughout  the  State  ;  they  shall  receive  at  stated  times  an 
adequate  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  fixed  by  law ;  which 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  have 
been  appointed. 

7.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
appoint  the  clerk  of  said  court,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  and  until  his  successor  is  appointed  and  qualified. 
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8.  No  jii4ge  of  the  Cireait  Conrt  sh&U  be  elected  or  appointed  In 
any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  under  the  goverament  of  ihii 
Stkte,  daring  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  or  ip- 
poiated,  except  th&t  &  judge  of  the  Circuit  Coort  m&y  be  appointed 
to  the  Supreme  Court :  PTorided^  that  if  any  judge  shall  reaigD  hie 
office,  he  shall  not  be  ineligible  to  any  office  for  a  longer  period  tfain 
twelve  months  after  such  resiguatiou.  If  any  judge  sn&U  offer  or 
consent  to  be  a  candidiite  for  any  office  under  the  government  of  :!je 
United  States,  such  offer  or  consent  shall  be  takon  and  coasider«d 
a  rolnntary  resiguation  of  his  office. 

g.  The  State  shall  bo  divided  into  ten  ooDipaot,  oonvenient  eir- 
cuitts,  whieh  number  of  circuits  shall  not  be  increased  within  teu 
years  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constituttoo. 

10.  No  circuit  shall  be  altered  or  changed  at  any  session  of  t^l' 
General  Assembly  next  preceding  the  regular  election  for  judge  of 
such  circuit,  nor  shall  such  change  occur  oftener  than  once  in  ai 
years,  but  the  General  Assembly  may  add  to  any  circuit  any  neit 
county  hereafter  organized. 

1 1.  Por  each  circuit  there  shall  be  a  judge  chosen  by  the  quili- 
fied  electors  therein,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  fh 
years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qaalifiod.  Whtu 
a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  officcof  circuit  judge,  withia  odo  yeu 
of  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  such  vacaoci 
shall  be  filled  by  an  appointment  by  the  Governor ;  in  all  other  cue^ 
of  vacancy  it  shall  be  filled  by  an  election.  He  aball  reoeive.it 
stated  times,  an  adec|uatc  compensation  for  bia  service*,  to  be  fiiad 
by  law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the  term  for  whioh  lie 
shall  hflvo  been  elected.  After  his  election  he  shall  reaide  and  be  ■ 
couiervator  of  the  peace  in  said  circuit. 

12.  If  there  be  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  judge  of  any  <ni«nit,« 
if  he  be  sicli,  ahsenl.  Or  (Viini  any  cause  miablc  lo  bold  any  lerm  ut 
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1  ti.  The  Sapreme  Court  and  Cironit  Court  shall  exercise  chancery 
jurisdiction,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  restrictions  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

1 7.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or 
elected  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  unless  he  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  old,  and  shall  have  re- 
sided five  years  in  this  State. 

1 8.  The  clerks  of  the  Circuit  and  county  courts  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  qualified  electors  of  the  county,  and  shall  hold  their  office  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected  and 
qualified ;  and  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office,  they  shall  be  liable  to 
be  tried  and  removed  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  by  law ;  and  if  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Circuit  or  county  court  shall  happen  within  one  year  next  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  six  years,  the  judge  or  judges  of  the  court 
shall  fill  the  same— but  in  all  other  oases  a  vacancy  shall  be  filled 
by  an  election. 

1 9.  There  shall  be  in  each  county  a  county  court,  with  power  to 
transact  county  business,  and  to  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

20.  There  shall  be  in  each  township  of  every  county,  chosen  by 
the  qualified  electors  thereof,  as  many  justices  of  the  peace  as  the 
public  good  may  require ;  their  powers,  duties,  compensation,  liabil- 
ities and  tenure  of  office  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

21.  There  shall  be  a  day  appointed  by  law,  for  the  election  of  yor 
dioial  officers  and  clerks,  distinct  from  tiie  day  of  any  other  election 
in  this  State. 

22.  The  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  an  Attorney-General,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  until  his  suocessor  shall  be  appointed 
and  qualified ;  he  shall  receive  at  stated  times  such  compensation  as 
shall  be  allowed  him,  and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  re- 
quired by  law. 

23.  The  proceedings  of  all  courts  and  tribunals  shall  be  oondoet- 
ed  and  their  records  kept  in  the  English  language,  except  that  the 
proper  and  known  names  of  processes,  and  technical  words,  may  be 
expressed  in  the  language  heretofore  and  now  commonly  used ;  all 
writs  and  processes  shaU  run,  and  all  the  prosecutions  shall  be  eon- 
ducted  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Missouri ;  all  writs  shall  be  test- 
ed by  the  clerk  of  the  court  tram  which  they  issue,  and  all  indict- 
ments shall  conclude,  ^'  against  the  peace  and  d^itjr  of  the  State." 

24.  Any  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  Oircoit  Oourt  may  be  removed 
from  office  on  the  address  of  three-fifKhs  of  each  house  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  Governor  for  that  purpose ;  but  eaeh  house  shall 
state  on  its  journal  the  cause  for  which  it  may  desire  the  removal  of 
such  judge,  and  jopive  him  notice  thereof,  and  ne  shall  have  the  right 
to  be  heiura  in  his  defense  in  snoh  manner  as  the  General  Astembl j 
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shall  direct ;  bat  no  judge  shall  be  renloved  fdr  any  oaiue  for  whieb 
he  might  haye  been  impeached. 

25.  If  any  cause  shall  be  pendinff  in  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  in  wbkli 
all  or  either  of  the  judges  thereof  wall  be  personally  interested,  the 
Oovemor  shall  appoint  competent  persons  to  act  as  judges  during 
the  trial  of  such  cause,  in  the  place  of  ihe  judges  thus  interested. 

ARTICLE  YL—Cf  EdMcaiiaiL 

Sec.  1.  Schools,  and  the  means  of  education,  should  for  ever  be 
encouraged  in  this  State ;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall  take 
measures  to  preserve  from  waste  or  dama^  such  lands  as  bare  bean 
or  hereafter  may  be  granted  by  the  United  States  for  the  vse  of 
schools  within  each  township  in  this  State,  and  shall  ap^y  the  fiinds 
which  msgr  arise  by  the  sale  or  otherwise,  from  such  lanos,  in  a  strwi 
conformity  to  the  object  of  the  grant 

2.  There  shall  be  a  superintendent  of  public  schools,  who  shall  be 
appointed  in  such  mode  and  receiye  such  compensation  as  the  Leg- 
idature  shall  direct 

3.  The  Legislature  shall  establish  free  public  schools  throngboiit 
the  State,  and  shall  provide  means  for  their  sup|>ort,  by  taxation  on 
property,  and  by  capitation  tax  or  otherwise.  In  such  sehools,  there 
shall  be  no  distinction  for  or  against  any  religious  sect  or  denomin- 
ation, and  all  the  scholars  shall  be  on  terms  of  equality.  And  in  all 
such  schools  tha  English  language  shall  be  taught^  and  all  instme- 
tions  shall  be  given  in  that  language. 

4.  There  shall  bo  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  education,  by 
means  of  such  schools, — 

First,  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  heretofore  granted  by  the  United 
States  to  this  State,  for  the  use  or  support  of  schools,  whether  de- 
rived from  sales  or  otherwise,  and  of  all  lands  which  have  been  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  granted  or  devised  to  this  State,  and  not 
expressly  granted  or  devised  for  any  other  purpose ;  but  nothing  in 
this  subdivision  shall  be  construed  to  conflict  with  the  first  of  the 
five  propositions  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  approved  March  the  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  territories." 

iSecond,  The  proceeds  of  the  estates  of  all  deceased  persons,  to 
which  the  State  has  become  entitled  by  law,  and  which  have  not 
been  otherwise  appropriated ;  and  of  the  estates  of  all  deceased  per- 
sons which  the  state  may  hereafter  become  entitled  to  by  law :  and 
of  all  fines  and  forfeitures  that  may  hereafter  accrue  according  to 
law  in  this  State. 

Third,  All  moneys,  with  the  interest  thereon,  received  by  this 
State  from  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap> 
proved  June  twenty-third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
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six,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public  money : 
Provided,  That  if  said  money  be  called  for  by  the  United  States,  it 
shall  be  refunded  accordingly. 

Fourth^  The  proceeds  ana  income  of  the  five  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land  granted  by  the  United  States  to  this  State,  by  act  of 
Congress,  approved  September  the  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-one :  Provided,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall 
assent  to  this  disposition  of  said  five  hundred  thousand  acres ;  aitd^ 
provided  further  J  That  the  interest  which  may  arise  from  the  portion 
of  the  school  fund  in  this  subdivision  mentioned,  shall  be  appropri- 
ated among  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  share  and  share  alike. 
And  the  appropriations  in  this  section  provided,  shall  be  held  by 
the  State  as  a  loan,  and  shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund,  on 
which  the  State  shall  pay  an  interest  of  at  least  six  pc#  centum 
per  annum,  which  interest  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  such  schools,  and,  if  not  expended,  shall  be  added  to  and  be- 
come a  part  of  the  principal ;  and  this  appropriation  shall  remain 
inviolable. 

5.  All  moneys,  including  principal  and  interest,  arising  from  the 
sales  which  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  made  of  any  lands  grant- 
ed by  the  United  States  to  this  State,  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of 
learning,  and  the  proceeds  of  all  such  lands  remaining  unsold,  and 
the  proceeds  of  all  donations  that  may  hereafter  be  made  for  that 
purpose,  shall  be  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  upon  which  the  State 
shaU  pay  an  annual  interest  of  at  least  six  per  cent,  wiiich  shall  be 
appropriated  to  the  seminary  of  learning  established  for  the  promo> 
tion  of  literature,  and  the  arts  and  sciences,  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  approved  February  the  eleventh.  Anno  Do- 
mini one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  thirty-nine,  by  Uie  name  of 
"'  the  curators  of  the  university  of  the  State  of  Missoiiri,"  and  lo- 
cated in  the  town  of  Columbia,  in  the  county  of  Boone. 

ARTICLE  YIL— Of  the  Seat  of  Gtwemment. 

The  seat  of  government  is  hereby  permanently  established  at  the 
city  of  Jefferson,  in  the  county  of  Ccne. 

ARTICLE  VIII.— QT  Banks  and  Carparatitm, 

Sec.  1.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created,  renewed  or 
extended,  with  the  privilege  of  making,  issuing,  or  putting  in  oiron- 
lation,  any  bill,  check,  ticket,  certificate,  promissory  note  or  other 
paper,  or  the  paper  of  any  other  bank,  to  circulate  as  money. 

2.  No  corporation,  except  for  political  or  municipal  purposes,  er 
for  the  purpose  of  education  or  of  charity,  shall  be  created,  unless 
the  bill  creating  the  same  shall  contain  a  provision  that  the  charter 
of  such  corporation  may  be  repealed  and  annulled  by  a  majority  of 
both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly.  And  the  stockholders  in  all 
private  corporations,  except  corporations  for  the  purpose  of  education 
And  of  charity,  shall  be  responsible,  in  their  inaividnal  and  privalt 
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of  worship,  or  to  maintain  any  minister  of  the  gospel  or  tcaehor  of 
rciligion  :  that  no  human  authority  can  control  or  interfere  with  the 
ri^rhis  of  conscience :  that  no  person  can  ever  be  hurt,  inolcstcd  or 
n-strained  in  his  religious  }irofessions  or  sentiments,  if  he  do  not 
ilisturb  others  in  their  religious  worship. 

5.  That  no  person,  on  ac-(!cmnt  of  his  religious  opinions,  can  he 
rendered  ineligible  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  ur.dor  this  »Stiitc : 
that  no  preference  can  ever  be  given  bj  law  t^>  any  sect  or  mode  of 
worship :  and  that  no  religious  eorporation  can  ever  be  established 
in  this  State.  No  religious  sc»ct  or  society  should  be  permitted  to 
accumulate  or  hold  in  mortmain  large  bodies  of  land  or  other  prop- 
erty, and  all  extt*nsive  ecrclesiastieal  p'erpetuities  are  dangerous  to  lib- 
erty. Pmrlihl^  That  any  religious  society  nuiy  hold,  in  any  assumt*d 
name,  so  much  land  a.s  may  be  necessary  for  a  house  and  building? 
for  public  worship — for  a  parsonage,  and  tor  a  l»nrying-ground — and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever  :  but  n«»  congregation,  for  huch  pur- 
poses, shall  own  more  than  one  acre  of  land  in  a  town,  nor  more 
than  ten  acres  in  the  country.  An>l  fin>rhb'K  That  nothing  in  this 
section  shall  ever  bo  construed  to  divest  anvri;^ht  or  title  licretofore 
vested. 

6.  That  all  elections  shall  be  frc<»  and  O'lual. 

7.  That  C(mrts  of  justice  ought  to  be  open  to  every  person,  and 
certain  remedy  afforded  for  every  injury  to  person,  property  or  char- 
acter ;  and  that  right  and  ju>tice  ought  to  be  administered  without 
sale,  denial  or  delay  :  and  that  no  ]u*ivate  property  ought  to  be  taken 
or  applied  to  public  use  without  ju^t  cnmpensation. 

8.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  sliall  remain  inviolable. 

9.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  has  the  right  to 
be  heard  by  himself  and  his  (^oun.^el :  to  demand  the  nature  and 
cau.se  of  the  accusation  ;  to  blue  compulsor}'  process  for  witnessc.'* 
in  his  favor  :  to  meet  the  witnesses  airainst  him  fa<'e  tofac^e:  and  in 
prosecutions  or  presentment  or  indictment,  to  a  sj»eedy  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  tht-  county  ;  aiid  that  the  a(H.*uscd  cann«)t  be  coni- 
jwUed  to  give  evidenco  against  himself,  nor  be  dejirivcd  of  lif  ■.  lih- 
erty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  tlie  law  of 
the  land. 

|(t.  That  no  person,  after  having  been  once  acquitted  b\*  a  jury, 
of  felony,  or  other  rriiue  or  misdemeanor,  can  for  the  same  oflonco 
Ix;  again  put  in  jeo]»ardy  «»f  lite,  limb  or  liberty  :  but  if  in  any  rriui- 
inal  prosiicutitiu.  the  jury  !»»;  divided  in  opiniuu.  the  court  b-  forf 
whieh  the  trial  shall  lu*  had.  niav.  in  its  di.»scretion.  di.scharire  tlu* 
jury,  and  erminiit  or  bail  the  accused  for  trial  at  the  next  term  of 
sucii  court 

II.  That  all  jicr.<ons  .shall  hv  bailablo  by  sufficient  .sureties,  ex- 
cept for  capital  olTence-.  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presum]>- 
tion  great ;  and  the  privilege  «)f  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  eannul  be 
suspende<l  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public 
»^afety  may  re(|uire  it. 
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the  citizens  of  this  State  and  the  United  States,  without  any  tax, 
duty,  impost  or  toll  therefor  imposed  by  this  State. 

ARTICLE  X. — Modr  of  am'^nAnig  thf*  Comtitutioa. 

The  General  Assembly  may.  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  every  four  years  thereafter,  propose  such  amendments  to 
this  (.'onstitutiou.  as  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
house  sliiill  deem  expedient,  and  the  vote  upon  each  proposition  shall 
be  taken  l^y  yeas  and  nays  in  each  liouse ;  and  the  Governor  shall  cause 
sueh  amendments  to  be  published  in  at  leust  one  newspaper  in  each 
county  in  this  State,  where  a  new.«?}»apcr  is  published,  at  least  six 
months  before  the  next  succeeding  general  election.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  in  this  State,  who  shall  make  out 
poll-books  for  the  general  election  for  that  year,  to  put  in  each,  two 
columns  for  each  amendment,  headed  one  for,  and  the  other  against, 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  officers  conducting  said  elections,  to  take  the  vote  of  each  voter, 
for  or  against  such  amendments  separately,  and  to  huve  the  same 
recorded  in  api)ropriate  columns.  AVheii  said  poll-bonks  are  returned 
to  the  officer  authorized  by  law  to  receive  them,  said  officer  shall 
make  out  and  forwanl  to  the  Socretarv  of  State,  within  ten  days 
after  ho  r(?ceives  such  poll-lwoks.  an  ab.stract  of  the  votes  given,  for 
and  against  each  of  said  amendments,  together  with  an  abstract  of 
the  whole  number  of  vot<;s  cast  in  their  rcspcrctive  counties,  cities  or 
di.stricts.  in  the  same  manner  as  the  votes  fur  Governor  and  Lieiv 
tenant-G«»vernor :  and  if  a  niajority  nf  all  the  votes  given  at  said 
election  are  in  favor  of  anj'onecjf  said  amendments,  the  Governor 
shall  issue  his  proclamation,  declaring:  the  same  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  from  and  after  the  date  of  such  prticlaniation. 

AllTICLE  XL—JMIarafwif.  of  niirhh. 

That  the  g(;neral.  great  and  essential  principles  of  liberty  and  free 
government  may  be  recognized  and  establi.«*lied.  we  declare: 

t^VA'.  1.  That  all  political  power  is  vested  in  and  derived  from  the 
people.  * 

2.  That  the  people  of  this  State  have  the  inherent,  sole,  and  ex- 
clusive right  of  regulating  the  internal  government  and  police 
thereof,  and  of  altering  and  abolishing  their  (/onstitution  and  forni 
of  government,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  their  safety  an<l 
happiness. 

:».  That  the  people  have  the  right  peaceably  to  assemble  for  their 
(common  good,  and  to  apjily  to  those  vested  with  the  powers  of  gov- 
ernment fj»r  redress  of  gritjvances.  by  petition  or  remonstrance  ; 
and  that  their  right  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  themselves  and  of 
the  State  cannot  bo  questioned. 

4.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God,  according  to  the  dictatcjs  of  tluur  own  consciences : 
that  no  m-in  can  be  compelled  to  erect,  support,  or  attend  anyplace 
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12.  That  excessive  bail  shall  nut  be  rci^uired,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

13.  That  the  people  ou^ht  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  paper.**. 
houses  and  eiToets.  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures ;  and 
no  warrant  to  search  any  place  or  seize  any  person  or  thing,  can 
issue  without  describing  the  place  to  be  searclie<l.  and  the  person 
or  thing  to  be  seized,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without  probal  lU? 
cause.  [Supported  by  oath  or  affirniiition. 

14.  Tliat  no  person  can,  for  an  indictable  offence,  be  proooeded 
ugainst  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  the  time 
of  war  or  public  danger,  or  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppre.^.'^ion  or 
misdemeanor  in  office. 

\o.  That  treason  against  the  State  can  consist  only  in  levying 
war  against  it.  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and 
iH)mfort;  that  no  person  can  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the 
testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  his  own  con- 
fession in  open  court ;  that  no  person  can  be  attainted  of  treason 
or  felony  by  the  General  Assemoly :  that  no  conviction  can  work 
ctorruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate ;  that  the  estates  of  such 
persons  as  may  destroy  their  own  lives,  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in 
cases  of  natural  death ;  and  when  any  person  shall  be  killed  by 

c^asualty,  there  ought  to  be  no  forfeiture  by  reason  thereof. 

16.  Thnt  the  free  communication  of  thout^hts  and  opiniunA  is  one  of  the  invalu- 
able ri^litfl  of  mnn,  and  thnt  evrry  |)cr0on  may  fnely  crpenk,  write  and  print  on  any 
uubjrct,  iM-ing  rcsponnible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty ;  and  in  nil  prosecutions  for 
iibeU,  thi!  truth  tliorcof  may  be  givc^n  in  evidence,  and  the  jury  may  determine  the 
law  and  tli<;  farts  under  (he  direction  of  the  Court. 

17.  That  no  ex  post  fiic'to  law,  nor  law  impniring  the  oblig^ation  of  contracts,  or 
n;tro9piH:tivc  in  its  operation,  can  be  pasacd;  nor  can  the  ])erson  of  a  debtor  be  im- 
prisontx]  for  debt  a  Act  he  shall  have  surrendered  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his 
iTtiiitors,  in  Hurh  manner  as  may  b*^  prescribed  by  law. 

1ft.  Th:it  no  jM  r.Mon,  who  is  religiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  can  be  com- 
jM^lied  to  (io  so,  but  may  be  compelled  to  pay  an  equivalent  fur  military  services,  in 
Hueh  iii;inntT  a**  shall  bo  prrserilKd  by  law ;  and  that  no  j)riePt.  pn-aehor xif  the  jb^os- 
p<'l,  tfr  tjai'hcr  of  any  reliijious  persuni^ion  or  «.;ct,  regularly  ordained  as  sueh,  be 
Hnhjeef  to  military  diity,  or  compelled  to  bear  arms. 

19.  That  all  prop«.Tty  subject  to  ta.xation  in  this  State,  shall  be  taxed  in  pxopor> 
lion  to  lis  value. 

20.  That  no  title  of  nobility,  hereditary  emolument,  privilege  or  distinction,  shall 
IjTgnmtid;  nor  any  office  created,  the  tlurrition  of  which  shall  Ik*  loni^r  than  the 
pood  behavior  of  the  officer  appointed  to  All  the  aime. 

"21.  That  iniijraiion  from  this  State  cannot  In?  prohibited. 

'£2.  That  the  military  is.  and  in  all  cases  and  at  ail  timeM  Khail  be,  in  strict  sul)or- 
dlnntion  to  the  civil  powrr;  that  no  soldier  can,  in  tinn*.  of  peace,  be  quaiuired  in 
any  hou.*'  without  the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  such  min- 
ner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law ;  nor  can  any  appropriation  for  the  support  of  an 
army  b«*.  made  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years. 

23.  That  everythinij  in  this  article  is  c>X(M>pted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  jrov- 
emment,  and  shall  fon'ver  rtrniain  inviolate,  and  that  all  acts  of  the  TiCgislatun!  con- 
trary to  this  or  any  other  article  of  this  C(mstitution  shall  t>e  void. 
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11.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hath  a  right  to  be  heard. 
by  hiinsf^ir  and  counsel;  tu  demand  the  iiaiure  and  cause  of  the  accui^ation 
airiiiii^i  liira,  inui  to  hiive  a  copy  ihereof;  to  meet  the  witnesses  taco  to  lace: 
to  liavc  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor;  and,  in  proi^ 
(M'utions  by  mdicriiirnt  or  presentment,  a  speedy  public  trial,  by  au  impartial 
jury  of  ibe  coimty  or  district  in  which  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed; 
:iiiil  >hall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself. 

V2.  That  uo  person  sltall,  for  Ihc  same  offence,  l)c  twice  put  in  jeopardy  ot 
lii'c  or  limb. 

\\i.  That  all  penalties  sh:ill  be  reasonable,  and  proportioned  to  the  nature  ijl' 
ili'»  otft'rice. 

11.  Tliat  no  man  shall  l>e  put  to  answer  any  criminal  charge,  but  by  prefleut- 
itiijii,  indictment,  or  impeachment. 

I  r>.  TJiat  TiO  convii-tion  sliali  work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of  csiafe. 

lii.  That  all  jirisi'iicrs  shall  lie  bailable  by  sufficient  securities,  unless  in 
ii.jjutal  (»nerirc>.  wln-rr  tiu'  ]Mo«it'is  evident,  or  the  presumption  great;  and  the 
piiviU'irtr  oi  til.'  writ  v\  habeas  corpus  shull  not  be  suspended,  unless  whew. 
ill  cnsc  ol'  p'i?<'lli<Mi  '»r  invasini).  ihe  public  sat'fiy  may  nrquire  it. 

17.  That  '..'Xi-i-^iv^"  If.iil  ^ii.-ill  in  no  case  be  requiK'd,  nor  excessive  linos  iiii- 

|)«I.S.'lI. 

IH.  That  II- 1  /.'■  /» .v'  ff'tii  law.  nor  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  om- 
iraiMs.  shall  «'vcr  )■<'  iiiiiiK'. 

\[h  Tiiai  jicrjictuiiics  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  geuiiLs  ol"  a  rcpuh- 
'i<;,  and  shall  nt>t  l»e  allowed :  nor  shall  any  hereditary  emoluments,  prrvile;^. 
or  honors  ever  be  ;rr;int'-(l  m  t.-ont'erred  in  this  State. 

'20,  That  the  ciiizcn>  have  a  riirht,  in  a  peacf'able  manner,  to  assemble  la- 
;,^t  her  tor  their  coin  I  rion  ^oixl,  to  instruct  their  ri'pn'Kenlaiivcs,  and  apply  li.» 
rhose  invested  with  th«'  i hi wer  of  ;,'ovcrnni(Mit  lor  nidress  of  grievances,  or  other 
proi>er  nurpascs,  by  .i(Mrc>s  or  remonstrance. 

'21.  Thai  the  Ih-c  wliite  mi*n  of  this  Slate  .shall  have  a  right  to  keep  and  ti) 
b<^ar  arms  (or  their  common  defense. 

22.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  pe'ace,  he  quartered  in  any  hous<»,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor,  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  prc.scribt'd 
by  law. 


othei 

rights  herein  retained,  or  any  tran.Ngression  of  any  of  the  higher  powers  .herein 
delegated,  we  declare,  iliat  everything  iii  this  article  is  excepted  out  of  the  gt-n- 
eral  i>owers  of  povernincnt,  and  shall  fon-vcr  rcni.iin  inviolate;  and  that  all 
laws  contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  other  ]>rovisit)ns  licrein  contained,  shall  be  wid. 

ARTICLE  111. 

Skc.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  St;: to  of  Arkansas  shall  be  di- 
vided into  three  distinct  departments,  each  of  them  to  be  confided  to  a  scparaee 
body  of  magistracy,  to  wit:  those  which  are  h'lrislativc,  to  one;  thasc  which 
are  executive,  to  another;  and  those  which  are  judicial,  to  another. 

a.  No  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  Ijcin?  of  one  of  these  department*, 
shall  exercise  any  power  projwrly  l^elonging  to  either  of  the  others;  except  in 
the  instances  hereinafter  exprt^ssly  directed  or  permitted. 

ARTICLE  lY .—Ui^uUttive  DepartmctU. 

Skc.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  l>e  vested  m  a  General  As- 
sembly, which  shall  con.sist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

QutUf^f'^tMHS  of  Klechrs. 

3.  Every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  anain- 
ed  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  have  l>ecn  a  citizafi  of  Ibis  State 
six  months,  shall  Ik'  dwn'ied  a  qualified  chN-tor,  Jind  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
county  or  district  where  he  actually  resides,  for  each  and  every  ofliee  made 
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ARTICLE  l.—Of  Bmmdarirf, 

Wc  do  declare  and  establi;(h,  ratify  and  confirm,  the  fullowioj^  us  Uk*  peru>.;.- 
nent  lK>undarie«  of  paid  State  of  Arkansas,  that  is  to  say :  Bcjo^imiin^  in  the  inai  a 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  riwr,  on  th«*  prallel  of  thirtv-six  dcjjrcj'.s  north  la:- 
itude;  running  from  thence  west,  with  the  said  parallel  of  latiinde,  lo  thf»  S«. 
Francis  river;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  >aid  river  to  tlv 
jMiraliei  of  thiny-six  deijrccs  J hirty  minutes  north  ;  fro«\  thence  west,  to  tfu* 
south-west  corner  of  the  State  of' Missouri;  and  then»:e  to  be  boinided  »»n  Ui- 
west,  to  the  north  bank  of  Red  river,  as  by  acts  of  Congress  and  treaties  here- 
tofore delining  the  western  limits  of  the  territory  of  Arkansas;  and  to  be  boum'- 
t^  on  the  south  sid(^  of  Red  river  by  the  Mexican  bt>imdarv  line,  Uy  the  nnii!:- 
west  comer  of  the  State  of  Louisiana;  thence  east,  with  the  Louisiana  St.-:i- 
line,  to  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missiraippi  river ;  thenee  uji  Ww 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  said  riveF  to  the  thirty-sixth  de;n'<^'c  of  north  Irn- 
itiidc,  the  point  of  beginning. 

ARTICLE  ll.'-DecUirafitm  of  H,\r/its, 

That  the  great  and  essential  principles  of  liberty  and. free  government  may 
\ye  rect^nized  and  unalterably  established,  we  declare : 

Skc.  1.  That  all  freemen,  when  they  form  a. social  compact,  are  equal,  and 
have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights,  among  which  arc  those  of  enjoy> 
ing  and  defending  lite  and  liberty;  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protectini; 
propertv  and  reputation ;  and  of  pursuing  their  own  happiness. 

*2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  tlic  people ;  and  all  free  governments  an* 
founded  on  their  authoritv,  and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness. 
For  the  advancement  of  these  ends,  they  have,  at  all  time*,  an  unqualiiieurighi  to 
alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  government,  in  such  maimer  as  they  may  think 
}>roper. 

3.  1'hat  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  woiship  Almighty 
God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences ;  and  no  man  can  of 
1  ighi  tx?  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to  main- 
rain  aiiy  ministry,  against  his  consent.  That  no  human  authority  can,  in  anv 
rase  whatever,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience ;  and  that  no  preference 
shall  ever  be  given  to  any  religious  establishment  or  mode  of  worship. 

I.  Thai  the  civil  rights,  privileges,  or  capacities  of  any  citizen  shall  in  ikk 
w  ise  be  iliminished  or  enlarged,  on  account  of  his  religion. 

.'>.  Th.it  all  eleinions  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

<5.  That  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

7.  That  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  eveiy  person ;  and  no  law  shall  ever 
ha  made  to  restrain  the  rights  thereof.  The  free  commiuiication  of  thoughts 
ami  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man,  and  eveiy  citizen  may 
freely  si)eak,  write,  and  print,  on  any  subject,  being  Tesponsible  for  the  abuse 
of  that  lil)ertv. 

8.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investieating  the  official  con- 
duct of  officers  or  men  in  public  capacity,  or  where  me  matter  published  is 
proper  for  public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  c^iven  in  evidence;  and 
m  all  indictments  for  libels,  the  jury  may  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  facts. 

9.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  pos- 
sessions, from  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures;  and  that  general  warrants, 
whereby  any  officer  may  be  commanded  to  search  suspected  places,  without  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  committed,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons  not  named,  whose 
oflTences  are  not  particularly  described,  and  supported  by  evidence,  are  danger- 
ous to  liberty,  and  shall  not  be  granted. 

10.  That  ho  freeman  shall  be  taken  or  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of  his  free- 
hold, liberties,  or  privile^^cs,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed 
or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  hii  peers,  or 
jthe  law  of  the  land. 
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have  been  cieatcd,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased,  duN 
ing  his  continuance  in  office ;  except  such  offices  as  shall  be  filled  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  people. 

15.  Each  house  shall  appoint  its  own  officers,  and  shall  judge  oi  the  qualid- 
catioiis,  returfts,  and  elections  of  its  own  members.  Two-thirds  of  each  hoofe 
sihall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  man- 
ner and'under  such  penalties  as  each'  house  shall  provide. 

10.  Each  house  may  determine  rules  for  its  own  proceedings,  jpunish  its  own 
members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  ot  two-thirds  of 
the  members  elected,  expel  a  member;  but  no  member  shall  be  expelled  a  sec- 
ond time  for  the  same  onence.  They  shall  each,  from  time  to  time,  publish  a 
journal  of  their  proceeding,  except  such  parts  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  re(|uixv 
!»ecrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  be  entered  on  the  jour 
nal  at  the  desire  of  any  five  members. 

17.  The  door  of  each  house,  when  in  session,  or  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
shall  be  kept  open,  except  in  cases  which  may  require  secrecy :  and  each 
house  may  punish,  b^  fine  and  imprisonment,  any  person,  not  a  member,  whu 
shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contemptuous 
behavior  in  their  presence  during  their  session ;  but  such  imprisonment  .shall 
not  extend  beyond  the  final  adjournment  of  that  session. 

IB.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and  be  amended  or  rejected  in  tbe 
other ;  and  every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  diflerent  days  in  eacn  house,  un- 
less two-thirds  of  the  house  where  the  same  is  pending  shall  dispense  with  the* 
rules ;  and  every  bill  having  passed  both  houses  shall  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives. 

19.  Whenever  an  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  joint 
or  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses,  or  by  the  separate  vole  of  either  house  uf 
the  General  Assembly,  the  vote  shall  be  given  viva  rocr,  and  entcreil  on  tlio 
journal. 

20.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  for  fifteen  days  Ixifort;  tlie  commencement  and  aiu-r 
the  termination  of  each  session;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  cither  house 
they  shall  not  be  qnestioned  in  any  other  place. 

21.  The  members  of  the  General  As.scmbly  shall  severally  rer-eive  from  the 

Sublic  treasury  compensation  lor  their  scrvice-n,  which  may  be  increased  or 
iminishcd;  but  no  alteration  of  such  compensation  of  members  shall  Take 
eficct  during  the  session  at  which  it  is  made. 

7^  maniwr  of  brinicing  Suits  against  the  StfiJe, 

•23.  The  General  Assembly  .shall  direct,  by  law,  in  what  courts  and  in  what 
manner  suits  may  be  commenced  against  the  State. 

23.  They  shall  have  power  to  pa.vs  all  laws  that  are  ncces.sary  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  in  this  State  of  any  slave  or  slaves  w^ho  may  have  coiiimiiti-d 
any  high  crime  in  any  other  Stale  or  Territor}'. 

il.  The  General  .^sembly  shall  nut  have  power  to  pass  any  bill  of  divonre  • 
but  may  prescribe  by  law  the  manner  in  which  such  cases  shall  be  investigat- 
ed in  the  courts  of  justice,  and  divorces  granted. 

25.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
any  .slave  or  slaves  lor  the  purpose  of  speculation,  or  as  an  article  of  trade  and 
merchandise;  to  oblige  the  owners  of  any  slave  or  slaves  to  treat  them  with 
humanity;  and  in  the  pnwecution  of  slaves  for  any  crime,  they  shall  not  ho 
deprived  of  an  impartial  jury;  and  any  .slave  who  shall  lie  convicted  of  a  cap- 
ital offence  shall  suffer  the  same  degree*  of  punishment  as  would  be  inflicted 
on  a  free  white  ix'rson,  and  no  other;  ami  courts  of  justice,  betbre  whom  slave* 
shall  be  tried,  shall  assign  them  counsel  tor  their  defenst;. 

2t).  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  Slate,  auditor,  treasurer,  and  all  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  and  inferior  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  the  prose- 
cuting attorney  for  the  State,  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  malprac- 
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elective  under  this  State  or  the  United  States:  Prorided,  that  no  soldier,  sea- 
man, or  marine  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  any  election  within  this  Stale. 

Time  of  choosing  Rcprestntaiives. 

2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  members  to  be  chosen  crery 
^econd  year  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  several  counties. 

'  Qiuilificatiaiu  of  a  Represcntaiitc. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  shall 
not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  vears;  who  Miall  not  be  a  free  white 
mule  citizen  of  the  United  States;  who  ^all  not,  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
have  an  actual  residence  in  the  county  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent 

Qualifications  of  a  Senator. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  members  to  be  chosen  every  four  years  bgr  the 
qualified  eloctors  of  the  several  districts. 

G.  No  pci>on  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty 
yrars;  wno  shall  not  be  a  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States;  who 
s)i3ll  not  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  one  year;  and  who  shall  not.  at 
the  time  of  his  election,  have  an  actual  residence  in  the  district  he  may  be  ciko- 
sun  to  represent. 

Meeting  of  the  Gnural  Assembly. 

7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  every  two  years,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  November,  at  the  seat  ofgovemment,  until  alter<^  by  law. 

The  Mode  of  Election^  and  Time^  and  Prtvikge  of  Electors. 

8.  All  general  elections  shall  be  civa  voce^  until  otherwise  directed  by  law, 
<niHl  shall  commence  and  be  holden  every  two  years,  on  the  fi^t  Monday  bi 
Cjctobcr,  until  altered  by  law;  and  the  electors  in  all  cases,  except  in  cases  of 
triTtson,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  during 
ihoir  attendance  on  elections,  and  m  going  to  and  returning  therefrooL 

Duty  of  Governor. 

9.  'rh(!  Governor  shall  issue  writs  of  election,  to  fill  such  vacancies  as  shall 
iKr^ur  in  either  house  of  the  Grcneral  Assembly. 

10.  No  judj?e  of  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  or  inferior  courts  of  law  or  equity, 
.S(  crc^ary  of  State,  Attorney  for  the  United  States,  State  auditor  or  treasurer, 
I  v^M>iir  or  recorder,  clerk  of  Mv  court  of  record,  sherifi*,  coroner,  member  of 
(V.)i)'jross,  nor  any  other  person  folding  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United 
St.'iics,  or  this  State,  (muitia  officers,  justices  of  the  peace,  postmasters,  and 
jud^'es  ut'  the  county  courts,  excepted,)  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  house 
ol  tht^  General  Assembly. 

11.  No  person  who  now  is,  or  shall  he  hereailer,  a  collector,  or  holder  ol 
publir  money,  nor  any  ansistant  or  deputy  of  such  holder  or  collector  of  puUic 
mniu'v,  .shall  be  eli^ble  to  a  seat  in  either  house  of  the  Gteneral  AflsemmT,  nor 
Ut  any  office  of  prolit  or  trust,  until  he  shall  have  accounted  for  aiid  paid  over 
all  sums  for  which  he  may  have  been  liable. 

12.  The  General  Assembly  shall  exclude  from  every  office  of  trust  and  profit, 
and  from  the  right  of  suffrage  within  this  State,  all  persons  convicted  of  bribe- 
ly,  penury,  or  other  infamous  crime. 

13.  Every  person  who  shall  have  been  convicted  of  directly  or  indirectly 
giving  or  oficriag  any  bribe,  to  procure  his  election  or  appointment,  shall  be 
disqualified  from  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  State;  and  any 
per^on  who  shall  give  or  ofifer  any  bribe  to  procure  the  election  or  appointment 
ot  any  person,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  diraualified  from  being  an  elect- 
or, or  from  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  State. 

14.  No  senator  nor  representative  shall^  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall 
iiavc  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  this  State,  whkA  shall 
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have  been  cieated,  or  the  emoluments  or  whkh  shall  have  been  iiicreaseil,  dat- 
JDg  his  contiQuanc^e  in  office ;  eicept  such  ufficea  as  shall  U;  fillinl  by  the  Hw- 
tion  of  ihe  people. 

15.  Each  house  sliall  appoiat  its  own  ufficers,  nnd  shall  ju<lgc  ol  the  qualid- 
eatione,  rclurtiH,  and  elections  of  its  own  incmlwis.  Two-lhilJ.-'  tit  each  hove 
xhall  cunstitule  a  quorum  to  du  busiucsa ;  but  a  smallor  number  may  aJ;ogrD 
from  day  la  day,  and  compel  Ihe  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  man- 
ner and  under  such  penalticii  as  each  house  shall  provide. 

IG.  Each  house  inav  dctcrmiiic  rules  for  its  uuni  proecodings,  nuDJ^  ilsont 
members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  uf  iwo-lhirdsol 
the  members  elected,  expel  mni'mber;  but  no  member  r^hall  be  expelled  a  tn- 
ood  time  for  the  same  offence.  They  shall  each,  from  time  to  time,  public  a 
juumal  of  their  proceedines,  except  such  parttas  may,  in  Ihcir  opinion,  requiic 
secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  shull  be  entered  on  Ihe  jour 
nal  at  the  desire  of  any  Eve  members. 

17.  Tbe  door  of  each  house,  when  in  session,  or  in  committee  of  the  whok, 
shall  be  kept  open,  except  in  rases  which  may  require  secrecy:  aniieari 
house  may  punish,  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  any  person,  nut  a  member,  vha 
shall  be  guilty  of  disrespect  to  the  house,  by  any  disorderly  or  contempniuii' 
behavior  m  their  presence  during  Iheir  tiession ;  out  such  imprisonmeni  shall 
not  eilend  beyond  the  final  adjournment  of  that  session. 

IB.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  anit  be  amended  or  rejected  in  Uk 
other;  and  every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  different  days  in  each  hous«,ll!- 
less  two-thirds  of  Ihe  house  where  the  same  is  pending  shall  dispenw  with  itw 
rules;  and  every  bill  having  paAsed  both  houses  shall  be  si^ed  by  the  Pick- 
deBt  ol'the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

19.  Whenever  an  officer,  eivil  or  military,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  joinl 
or  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses,  or  by  the  separate  vote  of  either  house  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  vote  shall  be  given  rico  !■«:«,  and  entered  on  Iht 
journal. 

30.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall,  in  allcaws  except  treasjo. 
lelony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the  session  of 
the  Qeneral  Aswmbly,  and  for  (tdcen  days  belbre  ihe  eummeneement  and  after 
the  tenninaUonofeachNBgion;  and  for  any  speech  ur  dcbatt^  in  eiUier  huute 
IhfT  ahtU  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

SI.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  severally  receive  from  the 
public  trfasury  compensation  for  their  serviees,  which  may  he  increased  or 
diminished;  but  no  alteration  of  such  compensation  of  inemben  shall  Ukt 
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licj.'  or  mis.Ii»!n(?aiior  in  oflico ;  bat  iu(I«jrinent  in  such  com'sj  .shall  not  extend 
lartluT  than  removal  liom  oilice,  anadisqualilicatiou  to  hold  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  this  SSiate.  The  parly  imp«.*aohod,  whf'thcr  convicted  or 
acquitted,  >liall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  be  judkted,  tried,  and  punished  accord- 
ing lo  law. 

•27.  Tlie  Hons».'  of  Represv*ntatives  shall  have  the  sole  i>ower  of  impeach- 
Tiieni;  and  all  impe.ichments  shall  l)c  tried  by  tlie  Senate;  and  when  sitting 
lor  that  purpose,  ine  senators  shall  Ix^  on  oaili  or  aliirmation  to  do  justice  ac- 
rordin^j  to  law  and  evidi*nce.  When  the  Governor  shall  be  tried,  the  Chief 
Ju^ti'-e  of  tht.'  Supreuie  Court  shall  presiiie ;  and  no  pers<m  shall  Ixi  convictcil 
witlioul  the  concurrt'nee  of  two-thirus  ol  all  the  senators  elected;  and  Ibrrc*a- 
sun.'ible  oaus'.',  wiiifh  shall  not  Ix.'  sufficient  ground  of  imj>eaehnient,  the  Gov- 
•  rnor  j^linll,  on  the  joint  addp's**  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  General 
Ass-.'nibly.  remove  IVom  oifice  the  judjjes  ol"  the  Supreme  and  inferior  courts: 
Provided,  the  eausc  or  causes  of  removal  be  spread  on  the  journals,  and  the 
party* charjfod  be  noiiiied  of  the  same,  heard  by  himself  and  counsel,  before 
the  V(.»;»'  is  tinally  taken  and  deeidrti. 

'26.  The  ap]wlntment  of  all  officers  not  oihctrwisc  directed  by  this  Constitu- 
tion, shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  and  all  offi- 
cers, both  civil  and  mililary,  ?.ctini»  under  the  authority  ot  this  State,  shall  be- 
(■.iv<' entry  «m  tJie  diitii-s  oi^  ilnMr  rcswctive  oilices,  take' an  oath  or  affirmation 
til  siipp(jrt  the  Cunstifuiiiiu  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  State,  and  to  de- 
mean themselv«*s  liiiihfiilly  in  office. 

■jy.  No  couiiiy  now  established  by  law  shall  ever  be  reduced,  by  the  e.stal>- 
lishment  of  any  new  cminiy  nr  counties,  to  less  than  nine  hundred  square 
miles,  nor  to  a  less  ]K)]iula!iiin  than  ius  ratio  of  representation  in  the  House  of 
!lepr«'*'Mtati  ves ;  nor  shall  any  coiinty  l»e  hert;alkT  established  which  shall  con- 
tain le>s  than  nine  hundred  square  miles,  (except  Washington  county,  which 
may  be  reduced  to  six  hundred  square  miles,)  or  a  less  population  than  would 
( Jitidc  such  county  to  a  meml)er  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

:«).  Th''  style  ot  the  laws  of  the  Suite  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted  by  fAe  Ge/u- 
rot  Ars<:nihhi  of  the  State  of  Arbin^^is" 

31.  The  State  shall,  liom  time  to  time,  be  divided  into  conVenient  districts 
ill  sue!)  manner  that  tlio  Senate  .•thall  l)c.  based  upon  the  free  i^hite  male  in- 
habitants of  the  State,  each  senator  representing  an  equal  number,  as  nearly  as 
practicable. 

And  the  Senate  shall  never  consist  of  less  than  .seventeen  nor  more  than 
ihirty-three  mcmlM'i-s;  and  as  s<xm  as  the  Senate  shall  meet  after  the  first  elec- 
tion to  be  held  under  the  Constitution,  they  shall  caiLsc  the  senators  tol)e  divi- 
ded by  lot,  into  two  classes,  nine  of  tlie  first  class  and  eight  of  the  second  cla.ss ; 
and  thi^  stiats  ot'  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  two  years  from 
the  time  of  their  election,  and  the  seals  of  the  second  class  at  the  end  of  tour 
years  from  the  time  of  their  election;  in  order  that  one  class  of  the  senators 
inay  be  elected  every  two  years. 

'S'i.'  An  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  shall  be  taken  under  the 
<lirection  of  the  General  As.H(>mbly,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  at  the  end  of  every  four  years  thereafter ; 
and  the  General  As.'«em"bly  shall,  at  the  first  session  after  the  return  of  every 
•enumeration,  so  alter  and  arrange  the  senatorial  districts,  that  each  district  shall 
contain,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  an  equal  uumt)er  of  free  white  male  inhah- 
jtants :  Provided,  that  Washington  ccmnty,  as  long  as  the  population  shall  j  ug- 
lily the  same,  may,  according  to  its  numbers,  elect  more  than  one  senator;  and 
such  districts  shall  then  remain  unaltered,  until  the  return  of  another  enume- 
ration ;  and  shall,  at  all  times,  consist  of  conti^ous  territory,  and  no  county 
shall  be  divided  in  the  formation  of  a  senatorial  district. 

33.  The  ralio  of  representation  in  the  Senate  shall  be  fifteen  hundred  free 
-white  male  inhabitants  to  each  senator,  until  the  senators  amount  to  twenty- 
five  in  number ;  and  then  they  shall  be  equally  apportioned  upon  the  same  basis 
throughout  the  SU'ite,  in  such  ratio  as  the  increased  numbers  of  free  white  male 
jnliabitants  may  require,  without  increasing  the  senators  to  a  greater  numlier 
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n  mny  [lui  1,'ivi-  ilie  i-xumii^  ratio,  al 


M^oh  «}  Hmm/iHj!  IJk  OmflituliaH. 
Xi.  The  General  Aiwemlily  inav  at  any  lime  propuHc  Kuch  ;iiii 
this  Oiuwdlutiui]  BH  twiMhlnlH  uf  each  huuH!  Mhall  deem  cx]>mlifiii 
hit  nnlilihhed  In  all  Ihr  inii-HjiiinTii  pulilishcd  In  IhJK  Slale,  tlin-e  ii 
nt  r<.-a!4  iwirlw  inimilit  lirliin-  llie  next  )ti.ncral  clei-litm ;  and  it',  nt 
siiiii  of  Uie  (icbi'rni  Ak^'IiiIiIv,  alW  HUi-h  ici'noral  t'li-L'tuui.  iwif-ili 
hmi^  »hall,  bv  vriiN  and  iiay^,  nitirjr  Mii'h  proiMMed  amniidinttiili'. 
valid  ID  all  iiili-lilK  and  pitrpiNi-,  a»  parlh  ut  this  OHiKtiiuTiMii :  Pj 
Hiii-li  iirupiiMil  oiiieiulmpnlH  shall  W  read  on  tbrte  sovt-rut  durK  in 
as  veW  when  (lie  ^alll(■  are  prupiixtid  as  irhi-n  ihuy  arc  liiially  ratil 

ARTICLE  V.—Kxrrtiitt  lhii.irtm'nl. 

Ski'.  1.  Th>'  Mipr<-nii-i-x<Tati\-riMwrr<irihU  Slate Hhalllievi-Ki 
inai-i-traic.  nlici  sliall  U-  t*y\rA  the  Goi-rrnor  of  ihi'  Sinir  iif  Arkt 

'.',  The  G(ivoni»r  slinll  hi-  i-lcctnl  by  the  quulilii'd  f  InriorM.  at  ll 
|ilufi'h  «-liprp  llii'j-  shall  ri'iippi'livi'ly  vtit<-  tor  ri'juvsunialivus. 

;i.  The  rciiinw  ot*  cvi-ry  i-l(NTtiiin'li>r  Qovtmor  shall  In-  srakid  H' 
iniliiil  to  tin-  Spi^lnT  <if  ihi'  liouw  ol"  KqiKacntaiivvM.  whw  shall 
tirHr  u-vi<li  ol'  Ihi'  svo^ioii,  opi-ii  iiiiil  )nibli.-<h  ihem,  in  ilii-  proHonci!  ul 
of  ihu  WmiTal  A»stiiiliiv.  Tire  jiorsoii  having  th--  hif;hn<t  uiiisi 
sliall  In-  Gori'miir;  but  It'  iv-o  or  miMv  shall  be  equal  aiiil  hJxhi<9<t 
or  iheinriiii11bcchip«u  Uori'rnor  by  the  juiiil  vote  of  lutli  huu.->t-:t 
elei-lians  for  Gonrnor  nball  be  determined  bv  lioth  huusvs  ul'  thu  i 
wMnUv,  in  mieh  manni-r  a»  nhnll  Ic  nrci«rihed  by  law. 

■\.  1'hn  Govumur  ohall  hold  hi*  oiHce  tor  ihe'  term  of  lotir  ye: 
timi.' cif  bis  ininallallnn.  and  iiniii  his  siKci'!»ur  shall  lie  diily'ui 
shall  not  be  eligible  ibrmnre  than  clftht  year*  in  any  b-riii  of  ii 
He  <hall  be  ai  leaM  ililm'  vean-  of  affr,  a'naiive-horn  I'ltixcii  of  . 
a  iialivi--liorn  cllla-n  of  ilie  United  StaU-s,  ur  a  n-siilent  ul  Arkani 
prcvioiix  10  the  adoption  of  the  Cuiisl  lint  ion,  if  not  a  native  nl' 
Mtalcs;  and  Khali  han- been  a  reiiidcnt  uf  the  Kanie  at  least  ibui 
liel'.ire  his  eleetion. 

5.  Uu  shall  at  statrd  times  receive  a  eompensation  I'nr  his  nert 
shall  not  be  increased  or  diininisheil  dnrini;  the  fnn  f<ir  which  h 
licen  eleclcd :  nor  Khali  he  receive  within  that  pi'riod,  any  other 
-'■'"■ ^  Ti  aiiv  fiireiRn  p 


H- Khali  he  n  _    , 

rn  Ihi;  United  folates,  ur  anv  one  uf  them,  or  Ir 
(1.  Ileshall  be  ei)ininanilef-inH-hic|-  of  the  a 

■nililia  thereof,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  ir 


Ol'lhis  Hlate. 
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!).  \lv.  shall,  Irom  time  to  tiim*,  ijivt'  the  General  As«i»inl)ly  intbrmation  of 
ihe  siiu*  of  iho  ff.)\vnirnont.  and  roeommend  to  their  cujisiderution,  such  meas- 
urr-N  as  Jie  may  deem  expedient. 

LO.  He  shhll  t;ike  eare  that  the  laws  Xtc  I'aillil'ully  executed. 

11.  In  all  eriminal  and  penal  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason  and  impeach- 
ment, lie  shall  hav«*  jiowtT  to  ffiani  paidons  aHer  convictions,  and  remit  finen 
and  lorleiiures,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  .shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
In  e.'sst's  of  treason,  he  shall  have  jK)wer,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  cons(»nl 
ulthi'  Senate,  to  prJint  reprieves  and  pardons;  and  he  may,  in  the  reces.^  ol" 
rhe  .Senate,  respite  the  sc^nicncc  until  the  end  of  the  next  si^ssion  ot  the  General 
Asst'inbiy. 

1*J.  There  shall  l>e  a  seal  ol'this  State,  which  shall  l)e  kept  by  the  Governor, 
and  used  by  him  officially;  and  the  present  seal  of  the  territorj'  shall  be  the 
S4;al  of  the  State,  until  othjrwi.se  directed  by  the  General  As.sembly. 

IH.  All  commissions  shall  l)c  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Stati* 
of  Arkansas;  W  M^alrd  with  the  seal  of  the  State,  signed  by  the  Uovornor,  and 
ati''Nied  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1 1.  There  shall  In?  a  J^ecreiary  of  State  elected  by  a  joint  vote  of  lx)th  houses 
of  the  General  Assembly,  win)  ."thall  continue  in  oifiee  during  the  terra  of  four 
years,  and  until  his  s»ieees.»4^ir  in  olliee  In?  duly  qualified.  lie  shall  keen  a  fair 
register  ot  all  the  othcial  acts  and  T»roeeedmgs  of  the  Governor,  ana  shall, 
wlnri  required,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers  relative 
thereto,  Xtct'orv  the  General  Assembly;  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  a.s 
may  be  reijuircd  by  law. 

15.  Vacancies  that  may  hapjx'U  in  ofiice.s,  the  election  to  which  is  vested  in 
the  Ci(?neral  Assembly,  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor  during  the  recess  of  the 
(Teneral  Assembly,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of 
lh(f  next  strssion. 

If).  Kvery  bill  which  shall  have  parsed  lK)ih  houses  shall  be  pre.sentcd  to  the 
Governor;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  he  shall  not  approve  it,  he 
shall  rt.'iurn  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall  have  origin- 
ated, who  shall  enter  his  olijections  at  large  upon  their  journals  and  proceed  to 
reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  a  majority  of  the  whole  numlier 
elected  lo  that  house  .shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  sh<ill  be  sent  with  the  oIh 
jections  to  the  other  housi*.  by  which,  likewise,  it  shall  be  reconsidered;  and, 
if  approvetl  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elected  to  that  house,  it  shall 
be  a  law;  but  in  such  cast's  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  bv 
.yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  Uie  bifj 
shall  In*  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be 
letuni'-d  by  the  Governor  within  three  days,  Sundays  excepted,  ailer  it  shall 
hcive  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  adjoiunment,  prcrent  its 
rtfturn ;  in  such  cases  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

17.  Every  order  or  resolution  to  which  the  concurrence  oiJx)th  houses  may 
Ijc  neccssaf}',  except  on  questions  of  adjoiumment,  shall  be  presented  to  llie 
Governor,  and  belorc  it  shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him,  or,  being  disap- 
pn)ved,  shall  be  repassed  by  both  houses,- accoruing  to  the  rules  and  limit^pons 
prcKirilKjd  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

IH.  In  c<'ise  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal  from  office, 
death,  n'tu^l  to  quality,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  President 
of  the  Situate  shall  exefcisi>  all  the  authority  appertaining  to  (he  oflSee  of  Gov- 
ernor, until  another  Governor  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified,  or  miitil 
the  Governor  al«?ent  or  im])cached,  return  or  be  acquitted. 

19.  If,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  President  of  the 
:S<?nate  shall  be  ipiix?ached,  removed  from  office,  refuse  to  qualify,  resign,  die. 
or  Ik*  absent  from  tlie  State,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
in  like  manner  administer  the  Government. 

26.  The  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Hou.se  of  Sepreienta- 
rives,  dui'iug  the  tine  they  respectively  administer  the  governmeat^  shall  up- 
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have  such  jurisdiction  in  rnatUTs  relalivt  to  the  estates  of  deceased  pcrMud, 
executors,  administrators,  c^nd  jjuardians,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  unril 
<ilherwi'<e  dirccti'd  by  the  Cfencrai  Asw*mbly. 

11.  The  presiding*  judge  of  the  county  coiirt,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  shall 
rtfoive  lor  their  services  such  compensation  aixi  fees  as  the  General  Astiembly 
mav  from  time  to  time  by  law  direct. 

12.  No  judj^c  shall  preside  on  the  trial  of  any  case  in  the  event  of  which  he 
may  be  inten>.sted,  or  where  either  of  the  parties  shall  be  connected  with  him 
by  alfiuitv  or  consanguinity,  within  such  degrees  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  or  in  whicn  he  may  have  l>een  of  counsel,  or  have  presided  in  anv  infe- 
rior court,  except  by  consent  of  all  the  parties.  In  case  all  or  any  of  the  jutig*?*  of 
I  he  Supreme  Coiih  shall  be  thus  disqualified  from  presiding  on  any  cause  or 
caus<»s,  the  couil  or  judges  thereof  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  and  he  shall  immediately  commission  .specially  the  requisite  number  of 
men  of  law-knowledge  for  the  trial  and  determination  thereof.  The  same 
course  shall  1k',  pursued  in  the  circuit  and  other  inferior  courts,  as  prescribed 
in  tliis  .section  for  cases  in  the  Supprme  Court.  Judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
may  temporarily  exchange  circuiu*,  or  hold  courts  for  each  other,  under  such 
i-egiilations  as  may  be  pointed  out  by  law.  Judges  .shall  not  charge  junirs 
with  respc'ct  to  matters  of  fact ;  but  may  state  the  testimony  and  declare  the 
law. 

III.  The  Greneral  A^^sembly  shall,  by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses,  elect  an  at- 
lomey  for  the  State,  for  eacli  circuit  established  by  law,  who  shall  continue  in 
ulfice'two  years,  and  reside  within  the  circuit  tor  which  he  was  elected,,  at  the 
time  of  arid  during  his  continuance  in  oihce.  In  all  cases  where  an  attorney 
lor  the  State  of  any  circuit  fails  to  attend  and  prosecute  according  to  law,  the 
courts  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  attorney  pro  trmpttrc.  The  attorney  for 
the  court  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  may  hold  its  term,  shall  attend  the'  Su- 
preme (/ourt,  and  prosecute  lor  the  State. 

14.  All  writs  and  other  pro<;ess  shall  run  in  the  name  of  "  The  State  of  Ar- 
kansas.' and  iK^ar  test  and  be  signed  by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  court.s  from 
which  they  issue.  Indictments  shall  conclude,  •'  against  the  peace  and  dismitv 
of  the  Stale  of  Arkansfis." 

15.  The  qualified  voters  residing  in  each  town.ship  shall  elect  the  justices  of 
t\\v.  |>«»ace  for  theii  res|>ective  townships.  For  every  liitj-  voters  there  may  be 
elected  one  justice  of  the  peace,  pnn'ided,  that  each  township,  however  small, 
shall  have  two  justices  of  the  iv-ace.  Justices  of  the  peace  .shall  be  electecl  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  shall  N'  cointnissioneil  by  the  Governor,  and  reside 
in  the  townships  for  which  they  witc  clecte\l  during  their  continuance  inodice. 
Th'.-v  slinll  have,  indiviilually,  or  two  or  num'of  them  juintly.  exclusive  oriffi- 
r)al  jurisdiiiinn  in  all  matters  of  ••ontraet.  cvci'pt  in  actions  »)f  covenant,  whea* 
th«*  Sinn  in  controversy  is  of  one  hiindiecl  dollars  and  under.  Justices  shall,  in 
no  case,  have  jnris-iiction  to  try  and  determine  any  criminal  case  or  penal  o{- 
fence  against  the  State,  but  may  sit  as  examinirig  courts,  and  commit,  dis- 
charge, or  n't:r)gni/',  lo  ihe  court  h.Mvihi;  juris<lietion,  for  further  trial,  of  ul- 
I'-nders  jigainM  th"  pcnre.  bVir  the  ibregoing  purposes  they  shall  have  ptiwer 
lo  issue  all  ncce-siry  procss.  They  shall  also  Jiave  jH)wer  to  bind  to  keep 
I'lc  p  fii'c.  or  ior  iT«»o:l  b<'havi«>r. 

It».  'rh<Mpialitii\l  voi»Ts  tit' each  township  shall  elect  one  eotistable  lor  the 
t-.TMi  ot"  two  years,  who  shall,  during  his  <-outinMance  in  oi}ie«*.  reside,  in  the 
lowi'ship  tor  which  he  wascli-etc:!.  Incorp«>ral«'d  townships  may  have  a  s«»pa- 
rate  jonst.ilile,  and  a  separate  magistracy. 

17.  The  ipirilified  voiers  of  ea^^h  county  shall  elect  one  sherifl",  one  coroner, 
orn."  treasuriT.  and  one  c(»uniy  snrveyor,  for  the  termot  two  years.  Th»^v shall 
It!"  <.'i»nin>issinn«'il  by  the  Governor,  reside  in  tijeir  r<'s|M'ctive  counties  during 
their  eontinuane.?  in  otiicc.  and  he  ili^qnalilied  for  the  oifiee  a  s».'eond  term,  if 
it  should  appear  thai  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  in  dei'ault  ibr  any  monies 
collected  by  viituc  of  their  respective  ollices. 
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interior  and  diluT  courts  lA'  law  .nnd  oquilv.  It  shall  hiivc  power  to  issue  writs 
oi"  firor  and  Ml |HTJ4<'deas,  certiorari,  cUid  habean  corpus,  mandamus,  and  quo 
warrantii.  and  oihcr  rcmcdial  writs,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same.  Said 
jud'^.'s  shall  Ik*  ronser\'aiors  of  the  peace  throughout  the  State,  and  shall  sever- 
ally have  power  to  issue  anv  oil  the.  aforesaid  writs. 

fj.  Tie^  eireuit  courts  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  over  all  criminal  cases. 
which  shall  not  be  otherwise  pn)vidcd  for  by  law;  and  exclusive  original  ju- 
lis'.iietion  of  all  crimes  nmonntiuK  to  felony  at  common  law;  and  original  ju- 
rj-di':ii<m  of  all  civil  cases  which  shall  not  Ihj  cognizable  before  justices  of  the 
;)^':aee.  until  otherwise  directed  by  tin;  General  Asst^mbly ;  and  original  juris- 
:ieiu>ii  in  all  mutters  of  contracts,  wliere  the  simi  in  controversy  is  over  one 
iiMiiiirrd  dollar-*.  It  shall  hold  its  terms  in  such  place  in  each  county  as  may 
:>c  by  law  direcle<l. 

1.  The  State  shall  Ix;  divided  into  convenient  circuits,  each  to  consist  of  noi 
lt>s  than  five,  nor  more  than  seven  counties,  contisjuous  to  each  other,  for  each 
oi"  which  a  judir..'  shall  Ic  elected;  wlio,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  shall 
reside  and  lie  a  conservator  of  the  p'aee  within  the  circuit  for  which  he  shall 
havo  l.H.*en  eh'cted. 

5.  The  circuit  courts  shall  exercise  a  sui)erintending  control  over  llie  county 
court"*,  and  over  justices  of  the  peace,  in  each  county  in  their  respective  cir- 
cuits, and  shall  liave  p»)wer  to  i>sue  all  the  necessary  writs  to  carry  into  effect 
sh'.^ir  :jeneral  and  sj)ecilie  powers. 

(».  Until  the  Cieneral  As.'^mbly  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  est;iblish  courts  of 
elianceri',  the  circuit  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  matiei-s  of  equity,  subject 
to  «pj)cal  to  tho  Supreme  Court,  in  such  manner  jls  may  be  prescribei  by  law. 

7.  The  (ieneral  Assembly  shall,  by  joint  vole  of  lH)th  houses,  elect  the  judges 
(*:'  ih(^  Supreme  and  circuit  court.s,  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  in  joint  vote 
Uiing  necc-^sary  to  a  choice.  The  judges  of  the  Sujprcme  Court  shall  I>e  at  least 
thirty  y«'ars  of  age  They  shall  hold  iheir  offices  during  the  term  of  eight  years 
from  th«'  date  of  tiieir  commis.sions.  Immediately  after  such  election,  bv  the 
first  General  As.scmbly,  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Sp<;aker  of  the  rfou."^ 
of  Repre.scntatives  shall  proceed,  bv  lot,  to  divide  the  judges  into  three  clasM^s. 
The  commission  of  the  first  class  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  four  years;  ol  the 
second  cla.»js  at  the  end  of  six  years;  and  of  the  third  cla.ss  at  the  end  of  eight 
years;  s<.)  that  one-third  of  Uie  whole  numU*r  shall  be  chosen  every  four,  six. 
and  eight  years.  The  judges  of  the  circuit  court  shall  be  at  least  twenty-five 
years  ot"  age,  and  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  lour  years  from  the  date  of 
Iheir  comniission.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  its  own  clerks  for  the 
term  of  four  years.  The  qualiti(td  voters  of  each  county  shall  elect  a  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  for  their  respective  counties,  who  shall  hold  his  office  lor  the 
tf-rni  of  two  years;  and  courts  of  chancery,  if  any  be  established,  shall  appoint 
their  own  clerks. 

8.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  circuit  courts  shall,  at  stated  times,  re- 
(vive  a  compen.sation  for  their  services,  to  bo  ascertdined  by  law,  which  snail 
not  be  diminish(!d  during  the  term  for  which  they  are  elected.  They  shall  not 
Ih"  alloweli  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  trust  or 
prolil  under  this  State  or  the  Unittul  States.  The  State  attorneys  and  clerks  of 
the  Supreme  and  circuit  courts,  and  courts  of  chancer}-,  if  anv  such  be  estab- 
lished, shall  receive  for  their  services  such  salaries,  fees,  anii  perquisites  ol 
jffice,  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  fixed  by  law. 

9.  There  shall  be  established,  in  each  county  in  the  State,  a  court  to  be  holri- 
•11  by  the  ju.»*ticcs  of  the  peace,  and  called  the  county  court,  which  shall  have 
juri.sdiction  in  all  matters  relating  to  coimty  taxes,  disbursements  of  money  for 
'ounty  purpo.ses,  and  in  every  other  case  that  may  be  necessary  to  the  internal 
dnprovement  and  local  concerns  of  the  respective  counties. 

10.  There  shall  l)c  elected,  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  respective  coim- 
lies,  a  presiding  judge  of  the  county  court,  to  l>e  commissioned  by  the  Governor, 
and  hold  his  oifice  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected 
and  qualified.  He  shall,  in  addition  to  the  duties  that  may  Iw  required  of  him 
by  law,  as  a  presiding  judge  of  the  county  court,  be  a  judge  of  probate,  and 
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have  Huch  jurisdiction  in  tnaiUrrs  n-laiive  to  the  estates  of  deccaxted  perscn^, 
cxctMitors,  a<irainisirators,  and  pruanlians,  as  may  Ihj  prescribed  by  law,  until 
otherwise  directed  by  the  General  As.s<;nibly. 

11.  The  presiding' judge  oC  the  ec^unty  court,  and  justices  of  the  pcacb,  i»hall 
ircoive  t'ur  ihcir  services  such  cx>nipensation  and  fees  as  the  General  Atsemblr 
may  from  lime  to  time  bv  Iciw  direct. 

12.  No  judge  shall  preside  on  the  trial  of  any  ca»c  in  the  event  of  which  he 
may  Iw  interested,  or  where  either  of  the  parties  shall  be  connected  with  him 
by  alfiuily  or  coiisanguiuiiy,  within  such  degrees  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  or  in  whicn  he  may  have  l>een  of  counsel,  or  have  presided  in  any  infe- 
rior court,  except  by  consent  of  all  the  parties.  In  case  all  or  any  of  the  judges  of 
ihe  Supreme  Court  .shall  be  thus  disqualified  from  presiding  on  any  cau.*te  or 
ciiuses,  the  court  or  judges  thereof  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Slate,  and  he  shall  immediately  commissicm  specially  the  requisite  number  of 
men  of  law-knowledge  for  the  trial  and  detenninaiion  thereof  The  same 
course  shall  \yc  pursued  in  the  circuit  ami  other  inferior  couns,  as  prescribed 
in  tins  section  for  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
may  temporarily  exchange  circuits,  or  hold  courts  for  each  other,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  Ix?  pointed  out  by  law.  Judges  shall  not  chai^  jurors 
with  rcsjK»ci  to  matters  of  fact ;  but  inay  state  the  testimony  and  declare  the 
law. 

13.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  a  joint  vote  of  both  houses,  elect  an  at- 
lorney  for  the  State,  for  each  circuit  established  by  law,  who  shall  continue  in 
office  two  years,  and  reside  within  the  circuit  for  which  he  was  elected^  at  the 
time  of  and  during  his  continuance  in  oilice.  In  all  cases  where  an  attorney 
for  the  State  of  aiiy  circuit  fails  to  .iitend  and  prosecute  according  to  law,  the 
c(»iu-ts  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  attorney  pro  tcmpmre.  The  attorney  li>r 
the  court  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  may  hold  its  term,  shall  attend  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  prosecute  tor  the  Slate. 

11.  All  writs  and  other  process  shall  run  in  the  name  of  "  The  State  of  Ar- 
kansas." and  b<.'ar  lest  and  be  signed  by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  courts  from 
whi«:h  tljcy  issue.  Indictments  shall  conclude,  "  against  the  peace  and  dignitv 
of  the  Slate  of  Arkans'is." 

15.  The  qualified  voters  residing  in  each  town-ship  shall  elect  the  justices  of 
the  peace  for  iheir  respective  townships.  For  every  filty  voters  there  may  be 
elected  one  justice  of  the  peace,  provided,  thateacli  township,  however  small, 
shall  have  two  justices  of  the  jx'ace.  Justices  of  the  peace  .shall  be  electt»d  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  and  shall  Wt  coinmissioiied  by  the  Governor,  and  reside 
in  the  town.sliips  for  which  they  were  clectcjl  during  their  continuance  inortic". 
Thcv  shnii  have,  individually,  or  two  or  nmrcpf  tljeni  joinily,  e.xclu.sive  origi- 
nal jnrisdiciidn  in  all  matters  «»!cnntraet,  except  in  actions  ol  covenant,  where 
the  .sum  in  ciintroversy  is  of  one  hundu'd  (lollar^^  and  under.  Justices  shall,  in 
no  case,  have  juri.<sliclion  to  try  and  determine  any  criminal  case  or  penal  of- 
fence against  ihc  Stale,  but  may  sit  as  cxaminirig  courts,  and  commit,  dis- 
c'liari,'!',  or  rccoi^niz-.*,  lo  the  court  having  jurisdii'iltm,  for  further  trial,  of  oj'- 
jendcrs  against  tli"  |v:jet'.  For  the  toreijoiniir  puriK)si's  thoy  shall  have  iH>wer 
1(1  issi»e  all  necessary  proci'ss.  'i'hey  shall  alst)  have  power  to  bind  to  keep 
ilie  p  are.  or  lor  ifood  Ix'liavior. 

lb.  The  fpialifi«'d  voiPi-s  of  eaeli  township  shall  elect  one  constable  for  the 
i:'nn  (»f  two  veal's,  who  shall,  (luring  his  continuanec  in  oilice,  reside,  in  the 
to\vii"<hi])  for  which  lie  wasi'I.'eted.  Incorpf)rat<"d  townships  may  have  a  sepa- 
rate constable,  and  a  sep.iratc  m;:i,'i.stracy. 

17.  The  ipinlith'd  voters  of"  i*aeh  county  shall  elect  one  .**licrifr,  one  coroner, 
(MIC  tre.'isupT.  afid  one  county  surveyor,  iltr  tl>e  term o(  two  vears.  Thev shall 
lie  coinrnissi(.M«';l  by  the  Governor,  re>ide  in  their  p\*;]K'ciive  couTities  during 
their  coritinu.'Mu-.'  in  oHice,  and  ]»«■  di>ipialili''d  for  the  otlice  a  setumd  term,  if 
it  should  apffvir  that  ihcy,  or  eith.er  of  them,  are  in  default  for  any  moni#«» 
collected  hy  viruic  of  ihcir  n^sjieciivc  oHicch, 
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ARTICLE  IX. — Ocneral  PnwisUms. — Education. 
SeCv.1.  Knowledge  and  learning,  generally  diffused  tliruugh  a  community, 


bly  lo  provide  by  law  lor  the  improvement  of  such  lands  an  are  or  hereafter 
may  be  granted'by  the  Uqited  Stales  to  this  State  lor  the  use  of  schiK)Is,  and 
to  apply  any  funtfs  which  may  be  raised  from  such  lan<!,  or  from  any  i>ther 
tKiurce,  lo  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  for  which  they  are  or  may  U*  in- 
tended. The  General  Assemoly  fha))  from  time  to  time  pass  such  laws  as 
shall  be  calculated  to  encourage  inieilectual,  scientitic,  and  agricultural  im- 
provements, by  allowing  n* wards  and  immunities  for  the  proniotion  and  im- 
prtjvemeni  of  arts,  science, commerce, man afactun;s,  and  natural  history;  antl 
countenance  ajid  encourage  the  principles  of  humanity,  industry,  and  morality. 

KmonnjMtioji  of  Slaves. 

Skc.  1.  The  General  Assomhly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  without  the  consent  of  the  owners.  They  shall  have 
no  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this  State  Irom  bringing  with  them  suchper- 
•sons  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  United  Stales,  lliey 
shall  have  |X)wer  to  ])ass  laws  t(»  pc^rmit  the  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate 
them,  .saving  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from  becoming  a 
public  charge.  They  shall  have  pf»wer  to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brought 
to  this  Stt'ite  as  merchandi/c,  and  alsct  to  obligt^  the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat 
them  with  humanity. 

*2.  Treason  ai^ainst  the  Slate  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  it,  or 
adhcrii  i;  to  its  rnemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  ]x:rson  shall  be 
I'onvicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  lo  the  same 
civert  act,  or  his  own  confes-sion  in  open  court. 

3.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a  God  shall  hold  any  office  in  the  civil 
department  of  tliis  Slate,  nor  be  allowed  his  oath  in  any  court. 

•I.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  1)ut  in  consequence  of  an  ap- 
prfipriatinn  by  law,  nor  shall  any  appropriation  of  money  for  the  support  oi 
an  army  be  made  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years;  and*  a  regular  statement 
and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  moneys  shall  be 
publishfxl  with  the  promulgation  of  the  laws. 

r>.  Al'>enoo  on  business  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  Stales,  or  on  a  visit 
of  nri'cssary  private  business,  shall  not  cause  a  forfeiture  of  a  residence  once 
(•litained. 

(}.  No  loiter)'  shall  l)e  authorized  by  this  State,  nor  shall  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  be  allowed. 

7.  Internal  improvements  .shall  be  encouraged  by  the  government  of  this 
Stale,  and  it  shall  he  the  duty  ol  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  lo 
make  provision  bv  law  lor  ascertaining  the  proper  onjecLs  of  improvements 
in  relation  to  roatfs,  canals,  and  navigable  water* ;  and  it  shall  also  be  their 
«iniy  to  provide  by  law  for  an  e(jual,  systematic,  and  economical  application 
oi  the  fund  which  may  be  appropriated  to  these  objects. 

h.  Ileinrns  for  all  elections  for  ollicers  who  are  to  be  commi.Hsioned  by  the 
liovcrnor,  and  for  members  of  the  General  A-ssembly,  shall  lie  made  to  the 
Secretiry  of  State. 

I».  Within  five  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  Con.stitution,  the  laws,  civil, 
and  criminal,  shall  be  nn'i»ied,  digtjsted,  and  arrangetl,  and  promulgated  in 
snfli  iniiiHUT  as  the  Gontrral  Asseiiil)ly  shall  direi-t,  and  a  like  revision,  digest, 
aii'l  ])n»inulgation  shall  ite  made  within  every  subscfineni  period  of  ten  years. 

10.  In  the  event  of  the  annexation  of  any  territory  lo  this  State,  by  a  cession 
from  the  United  States,  laws  may  Ik.' passed  exleiuliiii:  to  the  inhabitants  of 
such  territory  all  the  riifhis  and  privileges  which  nii'iy  b'Teijiiinnlby  the  terms 
of  such  cession,  anything  in  this  Constitution  to  the  ctiiiirnry  ni»:\vithstanding. 


•  TEXAS. 


Ths  Dm  (eltlemenl  mads  In  Teitu  ma  Ih  1T92.  It  was  ■  port  of  Heilco  until 
1836,  when  [t  derlircd  ItnelS  indGpendeni,  The  Mexicans  allempted  lo  recorer  tht 
UatiUay  in  1836.  The  force  canrigted  of  1600  mm,  nnder  Sinls  Anna.  A  aonm 
battle  i^nHunl.  In  which  more  than  600  of  the  Meiicaiu  were  killed  and  300  wound- 
•td,  and  Kuala  Anns  and  hie  men  were  taken  piieonere.  The  Teian  force  "ffniliMd 
o(  only  about  BOO  men,  under  Qen,  S.  Houalon ;  their  lou  was  only  6  killed  and 
about  30  waunded.  Tex-is  remnlncd  a  aepninte  govommcnt  until  IS45,  when,  by 
mutual  Qijn.'cmen',  it  w.is  annexed  lo  ihu  llnltnl  Sl^itea,  and  thus  became  Ihc 
iwenly-dcbth  Staio  In  the  union. 

Amo,  324,018  »q.  m.    Pop.  ubout  300,000.    S(;ivos,  In  1613,  22,400. 

C0M8TITUTI0N. 

We,  the  poople  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  aclcnoirledgins  with  f^atilude  the 
grace  and  beoinccnceorGod  In  permitting;  lu  lomalte  a  choice  ol  ourforiDor 
govemmeni,  do,  in  accordance  with  the  proviaiona  of  the  Joint  resolution  tot 
annexing:  Texas  to  the  United  States,  appraTed  March  first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-five,  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  l.—om  „/lKeiL: 

THal  lie  gcHtral,  great,  and  tamtUd  prmcijia  of  Ubertii  and  free  gorernmml 

may  be  retegniztd  and  eOaiiiiied,  tee  dtclare  that — 

Sec,  I,  All  political  power  is  inhereDt  in  the  people,  and  all  free  ^vem  meats 

ue  fonnd^  on  their  authority,  and  Instituted  for  their  benefit ;  and  they  hare 

•1  all  times  the  inalienable  nght  to  alter,  reform,  or  aboliah  their  form  of  gar- 

enunent,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  Ililnlr  expedient 
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•hall  be  ihedDly  of  thcLejciiilatuiv  lo  paxs  nuch  InwH  an  Khali  be 
prolecl  every  rclifpooH  denomioatian  in  Ihe  peaceable  rajoymeDI  < 
mode  of  public  ironhip. 

5.  Eyery  cidzen  ■hall  tw  at  librrt;  to  speak,  vrile,  or  pnhlish  1 
on  any  inbiMt,  being  responnible  for  the  abune  of  that  privilc-|tc ; 
dhall  era  be  paned  cunailinf;  Ihe  liherlv  of  f^ppech  or  of  Ihe  prena. 

6.  In  pn»eculicm)>  fur  the  publication  iifpapeni  invcsti^titiK  >l>« 
dact  of  officern,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or  where  the  matter 
proper  for  public  in  forma  tion,  the  irulh  Ihcreofmny  be  ^Ten  in  cv 
m  all  indicinienis  lor  libelii,  the  jury  shall  have  a  riRht  tt>  dctem 
and  Ihe  luu,'  nnder  the  direction  of  the  court,  an  in  other  eRM;s. 

7.  The  people  skall  be  xecare  in  their  penoiui,  houBen.  papers, 
■iMiB,  from  all  unreaaonable  seizures  or  warchex;  aad  no  iram 
aoy  place,  or  to  seize  any  perMin  or  thinj;,  Ehn.U  imue,  without  dcM 
w  near  an  may  be,  nor  without  prohahic  eaiuo,  nupported  by  oatl 

8.  In  all  criminal  prosectilionn,  Ihe  accu!>ed  nhall  hare  a  M>i.«dy 
by  an  impartial  jury ;  he  ^haTI  not  be  compelled  lo  f;ive  evidence  : 
■elf;  he  Aall  have  the  riRhl  of  brin-r  heard  bv  himself  or  coca 
■ball  be  confronted  with  Oie  wilne-nea  afi-flinst  him.  End  shall  have 
process  for  oblaininjr  witnesses  In  bin  favor;  and  no  pet«on  nhall 
■niwer  for  any  criminal  char^,  but  on  indictment  or  infon&al{< 
cues  arisli^  In  Ibe  land  or  naval  fcvces,oiofiancea  agoinat  thelkii 
the  militia. 

9.  AH  priMKwra  ahall  be  ballaUe  br  nnlBcienl  taretiea,  nnleas  f 
faMM,  inen  the  prot^ia  evident  or  tne  presumption  ffreat;  hot  l! 
diall  not  be  BO  coDstnied  aa  to  prohibit  bail  alter  Indictment  fin 
exuninalion  of  tbe  evidence  by  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  dlMrtc 
tte  relum  of  Ihe  writ  of  habeas  eorpun,  letomable  in  the  countv  ' 
Itece  Is  committed. 

10.  The  privilege  of  Ifae  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  he  st 
ceM  wheu,  in  case  of  nhellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may 

11.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  reauired,  nor  eicessivc  fine* 
cruel  or  unusual  punishment  Inflieled.  All  courts  Hhall  be  opri 
persoa,  for  an  injury  dune  him  in  his  luids,  goods,  person,  or  rep 
have  remedy  by  due  course  of  law. 

13.  No  person,  for  Ihe  same  ofTence,  shall  be  twice  put  in  jnnia 
limb;  nor  ihall  a  person  be  again  put  upon  trial  for  Ihe  aame  o 
verdict  of  not  guil^;  andlbe  right  of  trial  by  jury  ^11  remain  1 

13.  Evet^  citizen  shall  have  the  right  to  keep  and  bear  amu  I 
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17.  The  military  shall  at  all  times  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  antnority. 

18.  Perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  genins  of  a  free  govern- 
ment, and  shall  never  be  allowed;  nor  shall  the  law  of  primoKcnitore  or  en- 
tailments ever  be  in  force  in  this  State. 

19.  The  citizens  shall  have  the  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  assemble  to- 
gether for  their  conunon  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  powers 
of  govemmenX  for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other  purposes,  by  petition,  address, 
or  remonstrance. 

20.  No  power  of  suspending  laws  in  this  State  shall  be  exercised,  except  by 
the  Legislature  or  its  authority. 

21.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the  hi^h  powers  herein  delegated,  we 
declare  that  everything  in  this  "  bill  of  rights  "  is  excepted  out  of  Ihe  general 
powers  of  Government,  and  shall  forever  remain  inviolate;  and  alllaws  con- 
trary thereto,  or  to  the  following  provisions,  shall  be  void. 

ARTICLE  n. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall  he  divided 
into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of  them  be  confined  to  a  separate  body 
of  magistracy,  to  wit :  those  which  are  legislative,  to  one ;  those  wnich  are  ex- 
ecutive, to  another;  and  those  which  are  judicial  to  another;  and  no  person, 
or  collection  of  persons,  bein^  of  one  of  those  4?partmentB,  shall  exercise  any 
power  properly  attached  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  the  instances  herein 
expressly  permitted. 

ARTICLE  m.'-Legislalire  Department. 

Sec.  1.  Every  free  male  person  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  is,  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  bv  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
a  citizen  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  shall  have  resided  in  t)iis  State  one  year 
next  preceding  an  election,  and  the  last  six  months  within  the  district,  county, 
city,  or  town,  in  which  he  oifers  to  vote  (Indians  not  taxed,  Africans  and  de- 
scendants of  Africans,  excepted),  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  elector ;  and  should 
such  qualified  elector  happen  to  be  in  any  other  county  situated  in  the  district 
in  which  he  resides  at  the  time  of  an  election,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  for 
any  district  officer :  pravidedf  that  the  qualified  electors  snail  be  peimifiDBd  to 
vote  anywhere  in  the  State  for  State  officers:  and prcvukd^JuriJ^,  fh4t  no  sol- 
dier, seaman,  or  marine,  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  shall  lie  «ii- 
titled  to  vote  at  any  election  created  by  this  Constitution. 

2.  All  free  male  persons  over  the  age  of  twentv-one  years  f  Indians  not  taxed, 
Africans  and  descendants  of  Africans^  excepted),  who  shaU  have  resided  six 
months  in  Texas,  immediately  preceding  the  acceptance  of  this  Constitution 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  diall  be  deemed  qualified  electors. 

3.  Electors  in  all  cases  shall  be  privileged  from  arr^  during  their  attend- 
ance at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same,  except  in  cases 
of  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

4.  The  legislative  powers  of  this  State  ^all  be  vested. in  two  distinct  branch- 
es;  the  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  and  the  other  the  House  of  Rqiresentative^ 
and  both  together  tne  "  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas."  The  style  of  all 
laws  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas." 

5.  The  members  of  Uie  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  by  the  quali^ 
fied  electors,  and  their  term  of  ofllce  shall  be  two  years  from  the  d&y  of  the 
general  election ;  and  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  biennial,  at  such 
times  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

6.  No  person  shall  be  a  reporesentative,  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  Unita^ 
Btates,  or  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  a  citizen  of  the  rep«D- 
lic  of  Texas,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  two  years  nezl 
preceding  his  election,  and  the  Ia$t  year  thereof  a  citizen  of  the  county,  city,  dt 
U>wn  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  bM  shAU  Ita^e  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
4)De  years  at  the  time  of  his  election.  , 

7/aII  eiectJoDS  by  the  peofle  shall  be  l^d  at  such  time  and  places,  in  the 
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several  counties,  cities,  or  towns,  as  arc  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  designatBd 

1)V  law. 

8.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  for  the  term  of  four 
years;  and  shall  be  divided  bv  lot  into  two  classes,  as  nearly  equal  as  can  be. 
The  seats  of  senators  of  the  mrst  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  ezpiratioa  of  the 
first  two  years,  and  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  four  years;  so  that 
one-half  thereof  shall  be  chosen  biennially  thereafter. 

9.  Such  mode  of  classifying  new  additional  senators  shall  be  obeerved,  as 
will  as  nearly  as  possible  preserve  an  equality  of  number  in  each  dass. 

10.  When  a  senatorial  oistrict  shall  ba  composed  of  two  or  more  countiesy  it 
shall  not  be  separated  by  any  county  belonging  to  another  district 

11.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
or  at  the  time  of  the  acceptance  of  this  Constitution  by  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  citizen  of  the  republic  of  Texas;  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabit- 
ant  of  this  State  three  years  next  preceding  the  election,  and  the  last  yeki 
thereof  a  resident  of  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  have  i^^yTiHI 
the  age  of  tiiirty  years. 

13.  The  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a  Speaker 
and  its  other  officers ;  and  the  Senate  shall  choose  a  President  for  the  time  be- 
ing and  its  other  officers.  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications  ami 
elections  of  its  own  members^  but  contested  elections  shall  be  determined  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  Two-thirds  of  each  house  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adiourn  from  day 
to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and 
under  such  penalties,  as  each  house  may  provide. 

13.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings,  poniiJi 
members  for  disorderly  conduct,  and,  with  the  consent  or  two-tliirds,  expel  a 
member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  ofience. 

14.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  own  proceedings,  and  piiblish  the 
same;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  member*^  jf^'ither  hou&e,  on  any  questioB, 
shall  at  the  desire  of  any  three  members  pR'M  lu  be  entered  on  the  jivumals. 

15.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  (^jveinor,  or  the  persoB 
exercising  the  power  of  the  Governor,  shall  is.suo  wiiis  of  electir>n  to  fiUsuch 
vacancv. 

16.  Senators  and  representatives  shall  in  all  cases,  except  in  treason,  felony, 
or  breach  of  .the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  thv  session  of  the  Le- 
gislature, and  in  going  to  and  returning  ii*om  the  same,  allowing  one  day  for 
every  twenty  miles  such  member  may  reside  from  Uie  place  at  Which  the  Le- 
gislature is  convened. 

17.  Each  house  may  puni.sh  by  imnrisonment  during  the  session,  any  person 
not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  aisorderly  conduct,  in  its  presence  j  or  for 
obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings :  provided  such  imprisonment  shall  not  at 
any  one  time  exceed  48  nours. 

18.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  kept  open. 

19.  Neither  house  shall,  wilhout  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  moie 
than  three  days;  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  they  may  be  ait- 
ting,  without  the  concurrence  of  both  houses. 

90.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  and  be  amended,  altered,  or  rejected 
by  the  other;  but  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of  a  law  until,  on  three  several 
days,  it  he  read  in  each  house,  and  free  discussion  be  allowed  thereon,  unlen, 
in  case  of  great  emergency,  four-fifths  of  the  house  in  which  the  bill  shall  be 
pending  may  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense  with  this  rule ;  and  every  bill  hav- 
mg  passed  both  houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  Piesident  of  their 
respective  houses. 

21.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  RepreMntn- 
lives ;  but  the  Senate  mav  amend  or  reject  them,  as  other  bills. 

23.  After  a  bill  or  resolution  has  been  rejected  by  either  branch  of  the  Legi»* 
lamre,  no  bill  or  resolution  containing  the  same  substance  shall  be  paaaednito 
a  law  during  the  same  session. 

93.  Each  member  of  the  L^lature  shall  receiTe  from  the  public 
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compensation  for  his  services,  which  may  be  increased  or  diminished  by  law ; 
but  no  increase  of  compensation  shall  take  effect  during  the  session  at  which 
such  increase  shall  be  made. 

24.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  term  for  which  he  may  be 
elected,  be  eligible  to  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this  State,  which  shall 
have  been  created,  or  ihe  emoluments  of  which  mav  have  been  increased,  dur- 
ing the  term ;  and  no  member  of  either  house  of  the  Legislature  shall,  during 
the  term  for  which  he  is  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  place,  the  appoint- 
ment to  which  may  be  made,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  either  branch  of  the  Leg- 
islature ;  nor  shall  the  members  thereof  be  capable  of  voting  for  a  member  oi' 
their  own  body,  for  any  office  whatever,  except  it  be  in  such  cases  as  are  herein 
provided.  The  President  for  the  time  bein^  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  tii;' 
House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  elected  from  their  respective  bodies. 

36.  No  judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  secretary  of  state,  aitomey-gcii- 
eral,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  sheriff;  or  collector,  or  any  person  holding  a 
lucrative  office  under  the  United  States,  or  this  State,  or  any  foreign  government, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature,  nor  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise 
any  two  offices,  agencies,  or  ap{)ointments  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  State : 
provided,  that  offices  of  the  militia,  to  which  there  is  attached  no  annual  salary. 
or  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  not  be  deemed  lucrative. 

96.  No  person,  who  at  any  time  may  have  been  a  collector  of  taxes,  or  who 
may  have  been  otherwise  entrusted  with  public  money,  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
Legislature,  or  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  State  government,  until 
he  shall  have  obtained  a  discharge  for  the  amount  of  such  collections,  and  for 
allpublic  moneys  with  which  he  may  have  been  entinsted. 

37.  Ministers  of  the  gospel  being  by  their  profession  dedicated  to  God  and 
the  care  of  souls,  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their  func- 
tions ;  therefore  no  minister  of  the  gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denomination  what- 
ever, shall  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature. 

28.  Elections  for  senators  and  representatives  shall  be  general  throughout  the 
State,  and  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

2D.  The  Legislature  shall,  at  their  first  meeting,  and  in  the  year  one  thou* 
Kand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  fifty,  and  every  eight  years  thereatler, 
cause  an  enumeration  to  be  made  of  all  the  free  inhabitants  (Indians  not  taxed, 
Africans  and  descendants  of  Africans,  excepted)  of  the  State,  designating  par- 
ticularly the  number  of  qualified  electors;  and  the  whole  number  of  represent- 
atives shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties,  cities  or  towns,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  free  population  in  each ;  and  shall  not  be  less  than 
forty-five,  nor  more  than  ninety. 

30.  Until  ailer  the  first  enumeration  and  apportionment  under  this  Constitu- 
tion, the  following  shall  be  the  apportionment  of  representatives  amongst  the 
several  counties,  viz. : 

The  county  of  Montgomery  shall  elect  four  representatives ;  the  counties  oi 
Red  River,  Harrison,  Nacogdoches,  Harris,  and  Washington,  shall  elect  three 
representatives  each ;  the  counties  of  Fannin,  Lamar,  Bowie,  Shelby,  San  Au- 
gustine, Rusk,  Houston,  Sabine,  Liberty,  Robertson,  Galveston,  Brazoria,  Fay- 
ette, Colorado,  Austin,  Gonzales,  and  Bexar,  two  representatives  each ;  tin* 
counties  of  Jefferson,  Jasper,  Brazos,  Milan,  Bastrop,  Travis,  Matagorda, 
Jackson,  Fort  Bend,  Victoria,  Refugio,  Goliad,  and  San  Patricio,  one  repre- 
sentative each. 

31.  The  whole  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  next  session  after  the  several 
periods  of  making  the  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  and  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  districts  to  be  established  by  Taw,  according  to  the 
number  of  qualified  electors,  and  shall  never  be  less  than  nineteen,  nor  more 
than  thirty-three. 

32.  Until  the  first  enumeration,  as  provided  for  by  this  Constitution,  the  sen- 
atorial districts  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  counties  of  Fannin  and  Lamar 
shall  constitute  the  first  district,  and  elect  one  senator;  the  counties  of  Red 
River  and  Bowie,  the  second  district,  and  elect  one  senator;  the  counties  uf 
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Fannin,  Lamaf,  Red  River,  and  Bowie,  oonjointly,  shall  elect  <me  Maator; 
the  county  of  Harrison,  the  third  district,  shall  elect  cme  senator ;  the  coanties 
ul' Nacogdoches,  Rusk,  and  Houston,  the  fourth  distriet.  shall  elect  tvosenar 
tors;  the  counties  of  San  Augustine  and  Shelby,  the  fifth  district,  shall  elect 
one  senator;  the  counties  of  Sabine  and  J^^er,  tiie  sixth  district,  shaU  elect 
one  senator ;  the  counties  of  Liberty  and  Jenersoo,  the  seventh  district,  shaU 
elect  one  senator ;  the  counties  of  Robertson  and  Brazos,  the  eighth  district, 
shall  elect  one  senator ;  the  county  of  Montgomery,  the  ninth  district,  shall  eleet 
one  senator;  the  county  of  Harris,  the  tenth  district,  shall  elect  one  senator; 
the  county  of  Galveston,  the  eleventh  district,  shall  elect  one  senator;  thecooa- 
ties  of  Brazoria  and  Matagorda,  the  twelfth  district,  shall  elect  one  senator; 
the  counties  of  Austin  and  Fort  Bend,  the  thirteenth  district,  shall  dect  oae 
senator ;  the  counties  of  Color^o  and  Fayette,  the  fourteenth  district,  diiH 
(Meet  one  senator ;  the  counties  of  Bastrop  and  Travis,  the  fifteenth  district, 
shall  elect  one  senator ;  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Milan,  the  sizteea^ 
district,  shall  elect  one  senator ;  the  counties  of  Victoria,  Gtonzales,  and  Jack- 
son, the  seventeenth  district,  shall  elect  one  senator;  the  counur  of  Bexar,  the 
eighteenth  district,  shall  elect  one  senator ;  and  the  counties  of  Uoliad,  Refugio, 
and  San  Patricio,  the  nineteenth  district,  shall  elect  one  senator. 

33.  The  first  session  of  the  Legislature,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Coostitn- 
tion  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  Austin,  the 
present  seat  of  government,  and  thereafter,  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty ;  after  which  period,  the  seat  of  government  shall  be  perma- 
nently located  by  the  people. 

34.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  at  their  first  session  receive  inn 
the  treasury  of  the  State,  as  their  compensation,  three  dollars  for  each  day  they 
shall  be  in  attendance  on,  and  tliree  dollars  for  every  twenty-five  miles  travel- 
ing to  and  from  the  place  of  convening  the  Legislature. 

35.  In  order  to  settle  pennancntly  the  seat  of  government,  an  election  shall 
be  holdcn  throughout  the  State,  at  the  usual  places  of  holding  elections,  on  ^ 
first  Monday  in  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiity — ^which  ***aii  be 
conducted  according  to  law — at  which  time  the  people  shall  vote  for  sodk  place 
as  they  may  see  proper  for  the  seat  of  government.  The  returns  of  said  elec- 
tion to  be  transmitteid  to  the  Governor  by  the  first  Monday  in  June:  if  either 
place  voted  for  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast,  then 
the  same  shall  be  the  permanent  seat  of  government  until  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy,  unless  the  State  shall  sooner  be  divided.  But 
in  case  neither  place  voted  for  shall  have  the  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  in,  then  the  Governor  shall  issue  his  proclamation  for  an  election 
to  be  holden  in  the  same  manner,  on  the  first  Monoay  in  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty,  between  the  two  places  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  at  the  first  election.  The  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner 
as  at  the  first,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  Grovemor ;  and  the  place  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the  seat  of  government  for  the  time  herein 
provided. 

ARTICLE  IV. ^Judicial  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court,  in  district  courts,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Legislature  may 
from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish ;  and  such  jurisdiction  may  be  vested 
in  corporation  courts  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and  be  directed  by  law 

^.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  a  Chief-Justice  and  two  associates 
any  two  of  whom  shaU  form  a  quorum.  ' 

3.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  shall 
l)e  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  State;  but,  in  criminal  cases,  and  in  ap- 
peals from  interlocutory  judgments,  with  such  exceptions  and  under  such  regu- 
lations as  the  Legislature  shall  make;  and  the  Supreme  Court  and  judges 
thereof  shall  have  power  to  issue  the  writ  of  habeas  corvus,  and,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  may  issue  wnts  of  mandamtis,  and 
such  other  writs  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enforce  its  own  jurisdiction  •  and  aho 
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compel  a  judge  of  the  district  court  to  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment  in  a  cause ; 
and  the  Supreme  Court  shall  hold  its  sessions  once  every  vear,  between  the 
months  of  October  and  June,  inclusive,  at  not  more  than  three  places  in  the 
State. 

4.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  iu  own  clerks,  who  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  four  years,  and  be  subject  to  removal  by  the  said  Court  for  neglect 
of  duty,  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  such  other  causes  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

5.  The  Gtovcmor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  dis- 
trict courts,  and  thev  shall  hold  their  offices  for  six  years. 

6.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  convenient  judicial  districts.  For  each 
district  there  shall  be  appointed  a  judge,  who  shall  reside  in  the  same,  and  hold 
the  courts  at  one  place  m  each  county,  and  at  least  twice  in  each  year,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

7.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  receive  a  salary  not  less  than  two 
thousand  dollars  annually,  and  the  judges  of  the  district  court  a  salary  not 
less  than  seventeen  hundred  and  fiihr  dcMlars  annually ;  and  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  shall  not  be  increased  or  dimmished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

8.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  district  courts  shall  be  removed  by  die 
GovemcHT,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  house  of  the  Legislature,  for 
wilAil  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  reasonable  cause  which  shall  not  be  sufficient 
ground  for  impeachment;  provided,  however,  that  the  cause  or  causes  for 
which  Auch  removal  shall  be  required,  »hall  be  stated  at  length  in  such  address, 
and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house :  and  provided,  further,  that  the  cause 
or  causes  shall  be  notified  to  the  judge  so  intended  to  be  removed ;  and  he  shall 
be  admitted  to  a  hearing  in  his  own  defense,  before  a  vote  for  any  such  address 
shall  pass ;  and,  in  all  such  cases,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  respectively. 

9.  All  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  district  courts  shall,  by  virtue  of  their 
offices,  be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  State.  The  style  of  all 
writs  and  processes  shall  be,  "  The  State  of  Texas."  All  prosecutions  shall  be 
carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  "  State  of  Texas,"  and  con- 
clude, "  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State." 

10.  The  district  court  shall  have  orig^al  jurisdiction  of  all  criminal  cases, 
of  all  suits  in  behalf  of  the  State  to  recover  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  escheats, 
and  of  all  cases  of  divorce,  and  of  all  suits,  complaints,  and  pleas  whatever, 
without  regard  to  any  distinction  between  law  and  equity,  when  the  matter  in 
controversy  shall  be  valued  at,  or  amount  to.  one  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  ol' 
interest ;  and  the  said  courts,  or  the  judges  thereof,  shall  have  power  to  issue 
all  writs  necessary  to  enforce  their  own  jurisdiction,  and  give  them  a  general 
superintendence  and  control  over  inferior  jurisdictions. 

And  in  the  trial  of  all  criminal  cases,  the  jury  tr3ring  the  same  shall  fine  and 
assess  the  amount  of  punishment  to  be  inflicted,  or  fine  imposed,  except  in  cap- 
ital cases,  and  where  the  punishment  or  fine  imposed  shall  be  specifically  im- 
posed by  law. 

11.  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  each  county,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  for  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  who  shaU 
hold  his  office  for  four  years,  subject  to  removal  by  informati(m,  or  by  present- 
ment of  a  grand  jury,  and  conviction  of  a  petit  jury.  In  case  of  va  ^ancy,  the 
judge  of  the  district  shall  have  the  power  to  app(^t  a  clerk  until  a  regular 
election  can  be  held. 

12.  The  €k)vemor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  appoint  an  Attomey-G^eneral,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  two  years ;  and  there  shall  be  elected,  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of 
the  Legislature,  a  district-attorney  for  each  district,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  two  years ;  and  the  duties,  salaries,  and  perquisites  of  the  AttOTney-Gteneral 
and  district-attorneys,  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

13.  There  shall  be  appointed  for  each  county  a  convenientnumber  of  justices 
of  the  peace,  one  sherm,  one  coroner,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  constables, 
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who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  jrears,  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified  Tolttft 
of  the  district  or  counnr,  as  the  Legislatdre  may  direct  Justices  of  thfe  peace, 
sheriff,  and  coroner,  snail  be  commissioned  by  the  Groremor.  The  mriff' 
ikhail  hot  be  eligible  more  than  four  years  in  every  six. 

14.  No  judge  shall  sit  in  any  case  wherein  he  may  be  interested,  or  where 
either  of  the  parties  may  be  connected  with  him  by  affinity  or  consanguinity, 
within  such  aegrees  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  or  where  he  shall  have  been 
of  counsel  in  the  cause.  W  hen  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  of  its  members, 
shall  be  thus  disqualified  to  hear  and  determine  any  cause  or  causes  in  said 
court,  or  when  no  judgment  can  be  rendered  in  any  case  or  cases  in  said  conn, 
by  reason  of  the  equal  division  of  opinion  of  said  judges,  the  same  shall  be 
certified  to  the  Oovemor  of  the  State^  who  shall  inimediatety  commiMion  the 
requisite  number  of  persons  learned  m  the  law,  for  the  trial  and  detennination 
of  said  case  or  cases.  When  the  judges  of  the  district  court  are  thus  disqual- 
ified, the  parties  may,  by  consent,  appoint  a  proper  person  to  try  the  said  case; 
and  the  judges  of  the  said  courts  may  exchange  districts,  or  nold  courts  for 
each  other,  when  they  may  deem  it  expedient,  and  shall  oo  so  when  directed 
bj  law.  The  disqualifications  of  judges  of  inferior  tribunals  shall  be  reme- 
died as  may  hereafter  be  by  law  prescribed. 

15.  Inferior  tribunals  shall  be  established  in  each  county  for  appointing 
guardians ;  granting  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration ;  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  executors,  administrators,  and  guardians,  and  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  appertaining  to  estates ;  and  the  district  courts  shall  have 
original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  and  general  control  over  the  said  'inferior 
tribunals,  and  ori^nal  jurisdiction  and  control  over  executors,  administratoiy, 
guardians,  and  minors,  under  such  regulation  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

16.  In  the  trial  of  all  causes  in  equity  in  the  district  court,  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  shall,  upon  application  made  in  open  court,  have  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury,  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  in  trials  at  law. 

17.  Justices  of  the  peace  shall  have  such  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as 
shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

18.  In  all  causes  arising  out  of  a  contract,  before  any  inferior  judicial  tribu- 
nal, when  the  amount  in  controversy  shall  exceed  ten  dollars,  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  shall,  upon  application  to  the  presiding  officer,  have  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury. 

19.  In  all  cases  where  justices  of  the  peace  or  other  judicial  officers  ot 
inferior  tribunals  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  trial  of  causes  where  the  pen- 
alty for  the  violation  of  a  law  is  fine  or  imprisonment  (except  in  case  of  con- 
tempt), the  accused  shall  have  the  right  of  trial  by  jury. 

ARTICLE  y.—Ejecutivc  Deparlmcnt. 

Skc.  1 .  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  chief 
magistrate,  who  sliall  he  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

2.  Tho  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State  at  the 
time  and  places  of  elect  ions  for  members  of  the  Legislature. 

3.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor,  until  otherwise  provided  by 
law,  shall  be  made  out,  sealed  up,  and  transmitted  to  the  scat  of  government, 
and  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houseof  Representatives,  who  shall,  during 
the  first  week  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  thereafter,  open  and  publish 
them  in  the  presence  of  both  houses  of  the  Lesjislature ;  the  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  voles,  and  being  constitutionally  eligible,  shall  be  declar<Hl 
by  the  Speaker,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature,  to  be  Governor;  but  i^ 
two  or  more  persons  shall  have  the  highest  and  an  equal  number  of  vote."*,  one 
of  them  shall  be  immediately  chosen  Governor  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses 
of  the  Legislature.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  determined  br 
both  houses  of  the  Legislature. 

4.  The  Gk)vemor  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  regu- 
lar time  of  installation,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  duly  qualified,  but  shall 
not  be  eligible  for  more  than  four  years  in  any  term  of  six  years ;  he  shall  be 
at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  a  citizen 
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of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  shall 
have  resided  in  the  same  three  years  immeaiately  preceding  his  election. 

5.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  a  compensation  for  his  services,  wh\ch 
shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  elected.  The  hrst  Grovemor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two  thou- 
sand  dollars,  and  no  more. 

6.  The  Governor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  iliey  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

7.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  of  the  executive 
department,  on  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

8.  He  may,  by  proclamation,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  Legis- 
lature at  the  seat  of  government,  or  at  a  different  place,  if  that  should  be  in  the 
actual  possession  of  a  public  enemy ;  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two 
houses  with  re.spect  to  the  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  day  of  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Legislature. 

9.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time',  give  to  the  Legislature  information,  in  writing, 
of  the  state  ot  the  governm(*nt,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  mea- 
.*»ures  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

10.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

11.  In  all  criminal  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason  and  impeachment,  he 
shall  have  power,  after  conviction,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons ;  and,  under 
such  rules  as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe,  he  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines 
and  forfeitures.  In  ca.scs  oi'  treason,  he  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons :  and  he  may, 
in  the  r.^cess  of  the  Senate,  respite  the  sentence  until  the  end  oi  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature. 

12.  There  shall  also  be  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  shall  be  chosen  at  every 
election  for  Governor  by  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  same  manner,  continue 
in  office  lor  the  same  time,  and  possess  the  same  qualifications.  In  voting  for 
Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  electors  shall  distinguish  for  \^oiii 
they  vote  for  as  Governor  and  lor  whom  as  Lieutenant-Governor.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  President  of  the  Senate, 
and  have,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  a  right  to  debate  and  vote  on  all 
questions,  and,  when  the  Senate  i«  equally  divided,  to  give  the  casting  vote, 
In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  inability  or  refusal  of  the 
Clovemor  to  ^erve,  or  of  his  impeachment  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor shall  exercise  the  powers  and  authorit]jr  appertaining  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  until  another  be  chosen  at  the  perioaicaj  election  lor  Gk)V- 
emor,  and  be  duly  qualified,  or  until  the  Governor  impeached,  absent,  or  disa- 
bled, shall  be  acquitted,  return,  or  his  disability  be  removed. 

13.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Senate 
shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as  President  for  the  time  being.  And  if, 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Gk)vernor  shall 
die,  resign,  refuse  to  serve,  or  be  removed  from  office,  or  be  unable  to  serve,  or 
if  he  shall  be  impeached,  or  absent  from  the  State,  the  President  of  the  Senate 
for  the  time  being  shall,  in  like  manner,  administer  the  government  until  he 
shall  be  superseded  by  a  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor ;  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  snail,  whilst  he  acts  as  President  of  the  Senate,  receive  for  his  ser- 
vices the  same  compensation  which  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  no  more ;  and  during  the  time  he  administers 
the  government  as  QovemoT,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation  which  the 
Governor  would  have  received  had  he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  no  more.  The  President  for  the  time  being  of  the  Senate  shall,  during  the 
time  he  aaministers  the  government,  receive  in  like  manner  the  same  compen- 
sation which  the  Governor  would  have  received  had  he  been  employed  in  the 
duties  of  his  office.  If  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  required  to  adminis- 
ter the  government,  and  shall,  whilst  in  such  administration,  die,  resign,  or  be 
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absent  from  the  State,  daring  the  recess  of  the  Legtelature,  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  conrene  the  Senate  for  the  pmpose  of  '*"«"'*>g 
a  President  for  the  time  bein^. 

14.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  beicqit  bjr  the  Gor- 
emor  and  used  by  him  officially.  The  said  seal  shall  be  a  star  of  fiTepoiati 
encircled  by  an  olive  and  live-oak  branches,  and  the  words,  "  the  State  of 
Texas." 

15.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Slate 
of  Texas,  be  sealed  with  the  State  seal,  signed  by  the  Governor,  and  attested 
by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

16.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gor* 
cmor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall  oontliiiie  is 
office  dnring  the  term  of  service  of  the  Governor  elect  He  shall  ken>  a  fhir 
register  of  all  official  acts  and  proceeding  of  the  Governor;  and  shaU.  whe& 
required,  lay  the  same,  and  all  papers,  mmutes  and  vouchers,  relative  tkeielo^ 
beibre  the  Legislature,  or  either  house  thereof;  and  shall  perform  suefa  other 
duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  law. 

17.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  bot£  houses  of  the  Legislature  shall 
be  present^  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he 
shaul  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originat- 
ed, who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  the  journals,  and  proceed  to 
reconsider  it ;  if,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  membm  preseat 
shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections,  to  the  other 
house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered ;  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law;  but,  m  such  cases, 
the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names 
of  the  members  voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals 
of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor 
within  five  days,  Sunda3rs  excepted,  aller  it  .shall  have  been  presented  to  him, 
the  same  shall*  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it.  Every  bill 
presented  to  the  Governor  one  day  previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  not  returned  to  the  house  m  which  it  originated,  before  its  adjourn- 
ment, shall  become  a  law,  and  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  signed  by 
the  Glovemor. 

18.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  both  houses 
of  the  Legislature  may  be  necessary,  except  on  questions  of  adjournment  shall 
be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  before  it  shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by 
him ;  or,  being  disapproved,  shall  be  repassed  by  both  houses  acconung  to  the 

jTiles  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

19.  The  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  a  convenient  number  of  notaries-public,  not  exceeding 
six  for  each  county,  who,  in  addition  to  such  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  law, 
shall  discharge  sucn  other  duties  as  the  Legislature  may,  from  time  to  time, 
prescribe. 

30.  Nominations  to  fill  vacancies  that  may  have  occurred  during  the  recess 
shall  be  made  to  the  Senate  during  the  first  ten  days  of  its  session.  And  shoold 
any  nomination  so  made  be  rejected,  the  same  individual  shall  not  Bfcsdn  Be 
nominated  during  the  session  to  fill  the  same  office.  And  should  the  Gknremor 
fail  to  make  nominations  to  fill  any  vacancy  during  the  session  of  the  Senate, 
such  vacancy  shall  not  be  filled  by  the  Governor  tmtil  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Senate. 

21.  The  Governor  shall  reside,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  at  the 
place  where  their  sessions  may  be  held,  and,  at  all  other  times,  wherever,  in 
their  opinion,  the  public  good  may  require. 

22.  No  person  holding  the  office  of  Grovemor  shall  hold  any  other  office  or 
commission,  civil  or  military. 

23.  A  State  treasurer  and  comptroller  of  public  accounts  shall  be  biennially 
elected  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  and,  in  case  of  va- 
cancy in  either  of  said  offices  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  anch  racan- 
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cy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  which  appoiDtment  shall  continue  until  the 
close  ot  tl  e  next  session  of  the  Legislature  thereafter. 

ARTICLE  Yl.'^MiliHd. 

Sec.  1.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  oi^anizing  and  disciplining 
the  militia  of  this  State,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  not  in- 
compatible with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
thereto. 

2.  Any  person  who  conscientiously  scruples  to  bear  arms,,  shall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  personal  service. 

3.  No  licensed  minister  of  the  gospel  shall  be  required  to  perform  mililaiy 
duty,  work  on  roads,  or  serve  on  juries,  in  this  State. 

4.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  State,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions. 

ARTICLE  YlL^Oeneral  Provisions. 

Sec.  1.  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  officers,  before  they  enter  upon 
the  duties  ot  their  office,  shall  ^e  the  following  oath  or  affirmation :  "  I,  A.  B.^ 
do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithluUy  and  impartially  discharge 

and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as ,  according  to  the  best  of 

my  skill  and  ability,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
.  States,  and  of  this  State ;  and  I  do  further  solenmly-  swear  Tor  afilrm)  that, 
since  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  by  the  Congress  of  the  UniU^  States,  I, 
being  a  citizen  of  this  State,  have  not  fought  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons  within 
this  State,  or  out  of  it;  nor  have  I  sent  or  accepted  a  challenge  to  nght  a  duel 
with  deadly  weapons ;  nor  have  I  acted  as  second  in  carrying  a  challenge,  or 
aided,  advised,  or  assisted  any  person  thus  offending :  so  help  me  Grod." 

2.  Treason  against  this  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  it,  or 
in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort;  and  no  person  shall 
be  convictal  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same 
overt  act,  or  his  own  confession  in  open  court. 

3.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
in  this  State,  who  shall  have  been  convicted  of  having  given  or  offered  a  bribe 
to  procure  his  election  or  appointment. 

4.  Laws  shall  be  made,  to  exclude  from  office,  serving  on  juries,  and  from 
the  right  of  suffrage,  thasc  who  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  of  brifawnry,  perjury, 
forgery,  or  other  high  crimes.  The  privilege  of  free  suffi-age  shall  be  supported 
by  laws  regulating  elections,  and  prohibiting,  under  adeouate  penalties,  all  un- 
due influence  thereon,  from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practice. 

5.  Any  citizen  of  this  State,  who  shall,  alter  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  or  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel 
with  deadly  weapons,  either  within  the  State  or.  out  of  it,  or  who  shall  act  as 
second,  or  knowmgly  aid  and  assist  in  any  manner,  those  thus  offending,  shall 
be  deprived  of  holding  any  office  of^ trust  or  profit  under  this  State. 

6.  In  all  elections  by  the  people,  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot,  until  the  Legis- 
lature  shall  otherwise  direct;  and  in  all  elections  by  me  Senate  and  House  of 
ReprescntativeSjJointly  or  separately,  the  vote  shall  be  given  viva  voce,  except 
in  the  election  of*^  their  officers. 

7.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  compensation  of  all  officers, 
servants,  agents,  and  public  contractors  not  provided  for  by  this  Constitution  j 
and  shall  not  grant  extra  compensation  to  any  officer,  agent,  servant,  or  public 
contractor,  after  such  public  service  shall  have  been  penormed,  or  contract  en- 
tered into  for  the  peribrmancc  of  the  same ;  nor  grant,  dv  appropriation  or  other- 
wise, any  amount  of  money  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State,  to  any  individual, 
on  a  claim,  real  or  pretended,  where  the  same  shall  not  have  been  provided  for 
by  pre-existing  law :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  affect  the  claims  of  persons  against  the  republic  of  Texas,  hereto- 
fore existing. 

8.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  pursuance  of  specific 
aj^rop  i.Liions  made  by  law ;  nor  shall  any  appropriation  of  money  be  made 
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for  a  luiigei  term  than  two  years,  except  for  purposes  of  edncatioD;  and  no  ap- 
propriation for  private  or  individual  purposes/ or  for  purposes  of  intenuU  im- 
provement, shall  be  made  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  bousei 
of  the  Legislature.  A  regular  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
pendituiv?»  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  annually,  in  such  mannrr  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  And  in  no  case  shall  the  Legislature  hare  the 
power  to  issue  treasiir}'  warrants,  treasury  notes,  or  paper  of  any  descripdon, 
iQtende<l  to  circulate  as  money. 

9.  Ail  civil  officers  shall  reside  within  the  State;  and  all  district  or  countT 
officers,  within  their  districts  or  counties ;  and  shall  keep.their  offices  at  vath. 
places  therein,  as  may  \)C  required  by  law. 

10.  Tne  duration  of  all  offices  not  fixed  by  this  Constitution,  shall  nerer  ex- 
ceed four  years. 

11.  Absence  on  the  business  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States,  shall  not 
forfeit  a  residence  once  obtained,  so  as  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  right  oi  siiff> 
rage,  or  of  being  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office,  under  the  exceptions  coo* 
tamed  in  this  Con.Htitution. 

18.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  deductions  from  the 
salaries  of  public  officers,  who  may  neglect  the  performance  of  any  duty  that 
may  be  assigned  them  by  law. 

13.  No  member  of  Congress,  nor  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  of 
profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  or  either  ot  them,  or  under  any  foreign 
power,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  or  hold  or  exercise 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  this  State. 

14.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  lor  a  change  of  venue  in  civil  and  crimi- 
nal cases ;  and  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  at  as  early  a  day  as  practica- 
ble. 

15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  decide  differences  by  arbitration,  when  the  parties  shall 
elect  that  method  of  trial. 

16.  Within  five  years  alter  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  the  laws,  civil 
and  criminal,  shall  be  revised  digestea,  arranged,  and  published  in  such  manner 
as  the  L^'^isla lure  shall  direct;  and  a  like  revision,  digest,  and  publication, 
shall  be  made  every  ten  years  thereafter. 

17.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by  this  State ;  and  the  buying  or  selling 
of  lotlury  tickets  within  this  State  is  prohibited. 

18.  No  divorce  sliall  be  granted  by  the  Legislature. 

19.  All  prop.^rty  both  real  and  personal,  of  the  wife,  owned  or  claimed  by  her 
before  marriage,  and  that  acquired  afterwaids  by  gilt,  devise,  or  descent,  shall 
1«  her  separate  property :  and  laws  shall  be  passed  more  clearly  defining  the 
rights  of  the  wite.  in  relation  as  well  to  her  separate  property,  as  lliat  held  in 
common  with  lior  husband.  Laws  shall  also  be  passed  providing  lor  the 
registration  or"  the  wife's  separate  property. 

20.  The  rights  of  properly  and  of  action  which  have  been  acquired  nnder 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  shall  not  be  divested ;  nor 
shall  any  rights  or  actions  which  have  been  divested,  barred,  or  declared  null 
and  void  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  be  re-invested, 
revived,  or  reinstated  by  this  Constitution ;  but  the  same  shall  remain  precisely 
in  the  situation  in  which  they  were  before  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

*2l.  All  claims,  locations,  surveys,  grants,  and  titles  to  land,  which  arc  de- 
clared null  and  void  by  the  Constitution  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  are,  and  the 
.same  shall  remain  forever,  null  and  void.  * 

22.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  protect  by  law,  from  forced  sale,  a 
certain  portion  of  the  property  of  all  heads  of  families.  The  homestead  of  a 
family,  not  to  exceed  two  nundred  acres  of  land  (not  included  in  a  town  or  city), 
or  any  town  or  city  lot  or  lots,  in  value  not  to  exceed  two  thousand  dollars,  shall 
not  l)e  su!)jcct  to  forced  sale  for  an}'  debts  hereafter  contracted;  nor  shall  i.h<» 
owner,  if  a  married  man,  be  at  liberty  to  alienate  the  same,  unless  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  wife,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  hereafter  point  out. 

23.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  in  what  cases  officers  shall  continue  to 
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perform  the  duties  of  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  (Qualified. 
2-1.  Every  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  shall  embrace  but  one  object,  and 
that  shall  w  expressed  in  the  title. 

25.  No  law  snail  be  revised  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title ;  but,  in  such 
case,  th«  act  revised  or  section  amended,  shall  be  re-enacted  and  published  at 
length. 

26.  No  person  shall  hold  or  exercise,  at  the  same  time,  more  than  one  civil 
oflice  of  emolument,  except  that  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

27.  Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the  State.  All  property 
iri  this  State  shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  its  value,  to  be  ascertained  as  di- 
I  pctcd  by  law ;  except  such  property  as  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  Legis- 
Ijiiurc  may  think  proper  to  exempt  from  taxation.  The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  lay  an  income  tax,  and  to  tax  all  persons  pursuing  any  occupation, 
irade,  or  profession :  proviiicd^  that  the  term  "  occupation,"  shall  not  be  con- 
siiucd  to  apply  to  pursuits  cither  agricultural  or  mechanical. 

28.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  provide  by  law  for  exempting  from 
taxation  two  hundred  and  fifty  aollars'  worth  of  the  household  furniture,  or 
other  property  belonging  to  each  family  in  this  State. 

29.  The  assessor  and  collector  of  taxes  shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner, 
Mid  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Legislature  may  airect. 

30.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created,  renewed,  or  extended,  with 
l:ankingor  discounting  privileges. 

31.  No  private  corporation  shall  be  created,  unless  the  bill  creating  it  shall 
(>e  passed  by  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature ;  and  two-thirds  of 
the  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  revoke  and  repeal  all  private  corporations, 
by  making  compensation  lor  the  franchise.  And  the  State  shall  not  be  part 
owner  of  the  stock  or  property  belonging  to  any  corporation. 

32.  The  Legislature  shall  prohibit,  by  law,  individuals  from  issuing  bills, 
checks,  promissory'  notes,  or  other  paper,  to  circulate  as  money. 

33.  The  aggregate  amount  oi  debts  hereafter  contracted  by  the  Legislature 
shall  never  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  except  in  case  of 
war,  to  repel  invasions,  or  suppress  insurrections.  And  in  no  case  shaU  any 
amount  be  borrowed,  except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both'  houses  of  the  Le- 
icislature. 

34.  The  Legislature  shall,  at  the  first  session  thereof,  and  may,  at  any  sub- 
sequent session,  establish  new  counties  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
of  such  new  county  or  counties:  provided^  that  no  new  coun^  shall  be  estab- 
lished, which  shall  reduce  the  county  or  counties,  or  either  of  them,  from  which 
it  shall  be  taken,  to  a  less  area  than  nine  hundred  square  miles  (except  the 
county  of  Bowie),  unless  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature ;  nor  shall 
any  county  be  laid  ofi*  of  less  contents.  Every  new  county,  as  to  the  right  of 
flunrage  and  representation,  shall  be  considered  as  part  oi  the  county  or  coon- 
ties  from  which  it  was  taken,  until  entitled,  by  numbers,  to  the  right  of  sepa- 
rate representation. 

36.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  the  house,  or  within 
the  enclosure,  of  any  individual,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time 
of  war,  but  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

36.  The  salaries  of  the  Governor  and  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  district 
courts  are  hereby  fixed  at  the  minimum  established  in  the  Constitution,  and 
shall  not  be  increased  for  ten  years. 

37.  Mode  of  amending  thi  ConsiiiiiUiim.'—Tht  Legislature,  whenever  two- 
thirds  of  each  house  shall  deem  it  necessary,  may  propose  amendments  to  this 
ConstitntkMi:  which  proposed  amendments  shall  be  duly  published  in  the  pub- 
lic prints  of  the  State,  at  least  three  months  before  the  next  general  election  of 
representatives,  for  the  consideration  of  the  peopte :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  several  returning  officers,  at  the  next  election,  which  shall  be  thus  holden, 
to  open  a  poll  for,  and  make  a  return  to,  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  names 
of  all  those  voting  for  representatives,  who  have  voted  on  such  proposed  amend- 
ments ;  and  if  thereupon  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  all  the  citizens  of 
this  State,  votii^  for  representatives,  have  voted  in  ravor  of  such  propoaed 
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amendments,  and  two-thirds  of  each  hooae  of  the  next  Leffialatore  shall,  after 
sach  election,  and  before  another,  ratify  the  same  ameDoments  by  yeas  and 
nays,  they  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  pans  of  this  Constito- 
tion:  provided^  that  the  said  proposed  amendments  shall,  at  each  <tf  die  said 
sessions,  have  been  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  hoose. 

ARTICLE  Vin.— Stowf. 

Sec.  1.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves,  without  the  consent  of  their  owners,  nor  without  paying  their 
owners,  previous  to  such  emancipation,  a  full  equivalent  in  money  tor  the 
slaves  so  emancipated.  They  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this 
State  from  brining  with  them  such  persons  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws 
of  any  of  the  Unit^i  States,  so  long  as  any  person  of  the  same  ace  or  descrip- 
tion shall  be  continued  in  slavenr  uy  the  laws  of  this  State :  provided,  that  sodi 
slave  be  the  Iwiia  JuU  property  of  such  emigrants :  provided,  also,  that  laws  shall 
be  passed  to  inhibit  the  introduction  into  this  State  of  slaves  who  have  eommit- 
ted  high  crimes  in  other  States  or  Territories.  They  shall  have  the  right  Id 
pass  laws  to  permit  the  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  rishiA 
of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from  becoming  a  public  cham.  They  uall 
have  full  power  to  pass  laws  which  will  oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat 
them  with  humani^;  to  provide  for  them  necessarv  food  and  clothing;  to  ab- 
stain from  all  injunes  to  them  extending  to  life  or  limb ;  and,  in  case  of  their 
neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  such  laws,  to  have  sueh  slave 
or  slaves  taken  from  sucn  owner,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  such  owner  or 
owners.  They  may  pass  laws  to  prevent  slaves  lh>m  being  brought  into  this 
State  as  merchandize  onlv. 

9.  In  the  prosecution  or  slaves  for  crimes  of  a  higher  grade  than  petit  lar- 
ceny, the  Legi.slature  shall  have  no  power  to  deprive  mem  of  an  impartial  trial 
by  a  petit  jury. 

3.  Any  person  who  shall  maliciously  dismember,  or  deprive  a  slave  of  life. 
shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  would  be  inflicted  in  case  the  like  ofibnee  had 
been  committed  upon  a  free  white  person,  and  on  like  proof,  except  in  case  of 
insurrection  of  such  slave. 

ARTICLE  n.^ImpeachmaU, 

Sec.  1.  The  power  of  impeachment  shall  be  vested  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

9.  Impeachments  of  the  Gk)vemor,  Lieutenant-governor,  att<Hiiey-geiieral. 
secretary  of  State,  treasurer,  comptroller,  and  of  Uie  judges  of  the  district 
courts,  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate, 

3.  Impeachments  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  tried  by  the  Sen- 
ate. When  sitting  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath 
or  afKrmation ;  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  senators  present. 

4.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  extend  only  to  removal  from  of- 
fice, and  disqualification  from  holding  any  ofilce  of  honor,  trust  or  profit,  under 
this  State ;  but  the  parties  convicted  shall,  nevertheless,  be  sntject  to  indict- 
ment, trial,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

5.  All  officers  against  whom  articles  of  impeachment  may  be  preferred,  shall 
be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  office  during  the  pendency 
of  sucn  impeachment;  the  appointing  power  may  make  a  provisional  appoinl- 
ment,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  an  officer,  until  the 
decision  on  the  impeachment. 

6.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  trial,  punishment,  and  removal  frooi 
office,  of  all  other  officers  or  the  State,  by  indictment,  or  otherwise. 

ARTICLE  Ji.— Education. 

Sec.  1.  A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  being  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legialatnre 
of  this  State  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
pnhilc  schools. 
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2.  The  Legislature  shall,  as  early  as  practicable,  establish  free  schools 
throughout  the  State,  and  shall  furnisn  means  for  their  support,  by  taxation  oil 
property ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  set  apart  not  less  than 
one-tenth  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  State  derivable  from  taxation,  as  a  per- 
petual fund,  which  fund  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  free  public 
schools ;  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  diverting  said  fund  to  any  other  use  | 
and  until  such  time  as  the  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  establishment  oi 
such  schools  in  the  several  districts  of  the  State,  the  fund  thus  created  shall  re- 
main as  a  charge  against  the  State,  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  free  common- 
school  fund. 

3.  All  publiclands  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  which  ma^- hereafter  be, 
panted  tor  public  schools,  to  the  various  counties,  or  other  political  divisions 
m  this  State,  shall  not  be  alienated  in  fee,  nor  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by 
lease,  for  a  term  not  exoeeding  twenty  years,  in  sucn  manner  as  the  Legislature 
may  direct 

4.  The  several  counties  in  tikis  State,  which  have  not  received  their  quan- 
tum of  lands,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  quan- 
tity heretofore  appropriated  by  the  Congress  of  the  republic  of  Texas  to  other 
countieB. 

JRTIOLE  XL 

I.  All  certificates  for  lieadddg^  dalmi  to  lands  issued  to  fictitious  persons, 
or  whieh  were  foi^^ed,  and  all  lowitimis  and  surve3F»  thereon,  are,  and  the  same 
were,  null  and  void  from  ^  begianlng. 

3.  The  district  courts  shall  be  openea  imtU  the  first  day  of  July,  one*  thou- 
sand ei^t  hundred  and  forty-seven,  for  the  establishment  of  certificates  for 
head-rights  not  recommended  by  the  commissjoners  appointed  under  the  act  to 
detect  fraudulent  land  certificates,  and  to  provide  for  issuing  patents  to  legal 
claimants ;  and  the  parties  suing  shall  produce  the  like  proof,  and  be  subjected 
to  the  requisitions  which  were  necessary  and  wdie  prescribed  by  law,  to  sus- 
tain the  original  application  for  the  said  certificates ;  and  all  certificates  above 
referred  to.  not  established  or  sued  ujpon  befove  the  period  limited,  shall  be  bar- 
red ;  and  the  said  certificates,  and  all  locations  ana  surveys  thereon,  shall  be 
forever  null  and  void ;  and  all  re-locations  nuide  on  such  survey,  shall  not  be 
disturbed  until  the  certificates  are  established  as  above  directed. 

JlRTICLE  Xn.— LaaJ  Q/Ue, 

There  shall  be  one  general  land  oflSce  in  the  State,  which  shall  be  at  the  seat 
of  (goremment,  where  all  titles  which  have  heretofore  emaniUed,  or  may  here- 
after emanate,  from  eovemment;  shall  be  registered.  And  the  Legislatnre 
may  establish,  fVom  vaae  to  thne,  such  subardmiate  offices  as  they  may  deem 
lequieite. 


Ca»STlT3Tia». 
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1890,  cro68e&  the  said  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines  river  | 
thence  westwardl^,  alonff  the  said  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, as  established  at  me  time  aforesaid,  until  an  extension  of  said  line  in- 
tersect the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missouri  river ;  thence  up  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Missouri  river,  to  a  point  opposite  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Big  Sioux  river,  according  to  Nicollet's 
map ;  thence  up  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Big  Sioux  river,  according  to  said 
map,  until  it  is  intersected  by  the  parallel  of  forty-three  degrees  and  thirty 
mlDutes north  latitude;  thence  east,  along  said  parallel  of  forty-three  degrees 
and  tkirty  minutes,  until  said  parallel  intersect  the  middle  of  the  main  chanliel 
of  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  said 
Mississippi  river,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

ARTICLE  ll.^BUl  of  Rights. 

Sec.  1.  All  men  are  by  nature  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  in- 
alienable rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and 
liberty,  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  ob- 
tidning  safety  and  happiness. 

2.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people.    Gk)venunent  is  instituted 
for  the  protection,  security,  and  benefit  of  the  people;  and  they  have  the  right,  « 
at  all  dunes,  to  alter  or  reform  the  same,  whenever  the  public  good  may  re- 
quire it 

3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment 
of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof,  nor  shall  anv  person  be 
compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worsMp,  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  other  rates  for 
buUding  or  repairing  places  of  worship,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minis- 
ter or  ministrv. 

4.  No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualification  for  any  office  or  pub- 
lic trust,  and  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  any  of  Ms  rights,  privileges  or  ca- 

Sacities,  or  disqualified  from  the  performance  of  any  of  his  public  or  private 
uties,  or  rendered  incompetent  to  give  evidence  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity, 
in  consequence  of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  religion. 

5.  Any  citizen  of  this  State  who  may  hereafter  be  engaged,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  a  duel,  either  as  principal  or  accessary  before  the  fact,  shall  for- 
ever be  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
this  State. 

6.  All  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall  have  a  uniform  operation. 

7.  Every  person  may  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  sentiments  on  all  sub- 
jects, being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right  No  law  shall  be  passed  to 
restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press.  In  all  prosecutions  or 
indictments  for  libel,  the  truth  may  be  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury,  and  if  it 
appear  to  the  jury  that  the  matter  chaiied  as  libellous  was  true,  and  was  pub- 
lished with  good  motives,  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitted. 

8.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and 
effiscts,  against  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches,  shall  not  be  violated,  and 
no  warrant  shall  issue,  but  on  probable  cause,  stmported  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  papers  and  things  to 
oe  seized. 

9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate ;  but  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  authorize  trial  by  jury  of  a  less  number  than  twelve  men  in  inferior 
courts. 

10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  a  speedy 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  to  be  informed  of  the  accusation  against  him,  to  ht 
contronted  wim  the  witnesses  against  him,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  his 
own  witnesses,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel. 

11.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  ofience,  unless  on  present- 
ment or  indictment  by  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  cognizable  by  justices  of 
the  peace,  ot  arising  in  me  army  or  navy,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual 
service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

12.  No  person  shall,  after  acquittal,  be  tried  for  the  bame  ofience.    All  per- 
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SODS  shall,  before  conricticm,  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  ezeept  for  capi- 
tal offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great. 

13.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  iu  case  of  re- 
bdHon  0r  invasion,  the  public  safety  require  it. 

14.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power.  No  standing  azmr 
■hall  be  kept  up  by  the  State  in  time  of  peace,  and  m  time  of  war  no  appropri- 
ation for  a  standing  army  shall  be  for  a  longer  time  than  two  years. 

15.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  except  in  the  manner  prescribed 
bylaw. 

16.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  it, 
adhering  to  its  enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be 
convict^  of  treason  unless  on  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt 
act,  or  confession  in  open  court. 

17.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required.  Excessive  fines  shall  not  be  im- 
posed ;  and  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

18.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compen- 
sation. 

J9.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  any  civil  action  on  mesne  or 
final  process,  unless  in  cases  of  fraud;  and  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for 
a  miutia  fine  in  time  of  peace. 

90.  The  people  have  the  right  freely  to  assemble  together  to  consult  for  the 
common  good,  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their  representatives,  and  to 
petition  for  redress  of  grievances.         • 

21.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  che  obligation  of 
contracts,  shall  ever  be  passed. 

22.  Foreigners  who  are,  or  who  may  hereafter  become,  residents  of  this 
State,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights,  in  respect  to  the  possession,  enjoyment,  and 
descent  of  property,  as  native-bom  citizens. 

S3.  Neitner  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  unless  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  shall  ever  be  tolerated  in  this  State. 

24.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  impair  or  deaf 
others,  retained  by  the  people. 

ARTICLE  lU.^Right  of  Suffrage. 

Sec.  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  State  six  months  next  preced- 
ing the  election,  and  the  county  in  which  he  claims  his  vote  twenty  days,  shall 
he  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  which  are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  anthor- 
,ized  by  law. 

2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the  peace, 
be  privile^^  from  arrest  on  the  days  of  election,  during  their  attendance  at 
sucn  election,  going  to  and  returning  therefrom. 

3.  No  elector  shall  be  obliged  to  perform  militia  duty  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, except  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

4.  No  person  in  the  military,  naval,  or  marine  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  considered  a  resident  of  this  State  by  being  stationed  in  any  garrison, 
barrack,  or  military  or  naval  place,  or  station  witMn  this  State. 

5.  No  idiot  or  insane  person,  or  persons  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime, 
ahall  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  an  elector. 

6.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  by  ballot. 

ARTICLE  IV.— O/  the  DisiribiUvm  of  Powers, 

The  powers  of  the  government  of  Iowa  shall  be  divided  into  three  sepa- 
rate departments ;  the  Legislative,  the  executive,  and  judicial;  and  no  person 
charged  with  the  exercise  of  powers  properly  belonging  to  one  of  these  oepart- 
ments,  ^t>all  exercise  any  function  appertaining  to  either  of  the  others,  except 
/n  the  cases  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or  permitted. 
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LegisUUive  Deparlnient 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  rested  in  a  Scaale 
and  House  of  Representatives,  which  shall  be  designated  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  style  of  their  laws  shall  commcDce  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Btf  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

2.  The  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  biennial,  and  shall  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next  ensuing  the  election  of  its  mem- 
bers; imless  the  Governor  of  the  State  shall,  in  the  interim,  convene  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  proclamation. 

3.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  every  se- 
cond year,  by  the  qualified  electors  oi  their  respective  districts,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  August,  whose  term  of  office  shall  continue  two  years  from  the  day 
of  the  general  election. 

4.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  shall 
not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  vears;  be  a  free  white  male  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  or  territory  one  year 
next  preceding  his  election;  and  at  the  time  of  his  election,  have  an  actual 
residence  of  thirty  dajrs  in  the  county  or  district  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent. 

5.  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  the  term  of  four  years,  at  the  same  time  and 
place  as  representatives ;  they  shall  be  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  possess  the 
qualifications  of  representatives  as  to  residence  and  citizenship. 

6.  The  number  of  senators  shall  not  be  less  than  one-third  nor  more  than 
one-half  the  representative  body,  and  at  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly after  this  Cfonstitution  takes  efifect,  the  senators  shall  be  divided  by  lot,  as 
equally  as  may  be,  into  two  classes ;  the  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  nrst  class 
shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  so  that  one-half  shall  be 
chosen  every  two  years. 

7.  When  the  number  of  senators  is  increased,  they  shall  be  annexed  by  lot 
to  one  of  the  two  classes,  so  as  to  keep  them  as  nearly  equal  in  number  as 
practicable. 

8.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officers  and  judge  of  the  qualification, 
election,  and  return  of  its  own  members.  A  contested  election  shall  be  deter- 
mined in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

9.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but  a 
smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may 
provide. 

10.  Each  house  shall  sit  upon  its  own  adjournments,  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  publish  the  same;  determme  its  rules  of  proceedings,  punish 
members  tor  disoraerly  behavior,  and  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds,  expel  a 
member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  ofifence,  and  shall  have  all  other 
powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of  the  General  Assembly  of  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent State. 

11.  Every  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  the  liberty  to  dissent 
from  or  protest  against  any  act  or  resolution  which  he  may  think  injurious  to 
the  public  or  an  individual,  and  have  the  reasons  for  his  dissent  entered  dn  the 
journals;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  house,  on  any 
question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  members  present,  be  entered  on  the 
journals. 

12.  Senators  and  representatives  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach 
of  the  peace,  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the  ses.sion  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

13.  When  vacancies  occur  in  either  house,  the  Gtovemor  or  the  person  exercis- 
ing the  functions  of  the  Gk)vemor,  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

14.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  open,  except  on  such  occasions  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  house,  may  require  secrecy. 
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15i  Neither  houde  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more 
than  three  dayB,  nur  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  Uiey  may  be  sittinr. 
16.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house,  except  bills  for  revenue,  which  shall 


always  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives^  and  mav  be  amendedi  al- 
tered, or  rejected  by  the  other ;  and  every  bill  having  passea  both  houses,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  President  of  their  respective  houses. 

17.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  General  Assemblv  shall,  before 
it  become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Gk)vemor.  If  he  approve,  he  shall  ngn  it, 
but  11*  not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  oiiffi- 
nated,  wkich  shall  enter  the  same  upon  the  journal  and  proceed  to  reconsiaer 
it;  if,  after  such  reconsideration,  it  again  pass  both  houses,  by  yeas  and  navs, 
by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each  house  present,  it  shall  be- 
come a  law  notwithstanding  the  Governor's  objections.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  within  three  days  after  it  shall  have  been  present^  to  him,  Sun- 
day excepted,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it, 
unless  the  Greneral  Assembly  by  adjournment  prevent  such  return. 

18.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public 
money  shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  the  laws,  at  every  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  Greneral  Assembly. 

19.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeach' 
ment,  and  all  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  When  sitting  for 
that  purpose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation  ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present 

30.  The  Governor,  Secretarv  of  State,  auditor,  treasurer,  and  judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  district  courts,  shall  be  liable  to  impeachments  for  any  misde' 
meanor  in  office ;  but  judgment  in  such  cases  shsul  extend  only  to  removal 
from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  proit 
under  this  State ;  but  the  party  convicted  or  acquitted  shall  nevertheless  be 
liable  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punishment,  according  to  law.  All  other  civil 
officers  shall  be  tried  for  misdemeanors  in  office  in  such  manner  as  the  General 
As.sembly  may  provide. 

21.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  tlie  time  for  wiiich  he  shall 
have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this  State, 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been 
increased,  during  such  term^  except  .such  offices  as  may  oe  filled  by  eloctions 
by  the  people. 

22.  iNo  person  holding  any  lucrative  office  under  the  United  States,  or  this 
State,  or  anv  other  power,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  Greneral  Assembly;  Protn- 
ded,  That  ofticers  in  the  militia,  to  which  there  is  attached  no  annual  salar}% 
or  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or  postmasters  whose  compensation  does 
not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  shall  not  be  deemea  lucrative. 

23.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  be  a  collector  or  holder  of  public  monies, 
shall  have  a  seat  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  be  eligible  to 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  imder  this  State,  until  he  shall  have  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable. 

24.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appro- 
priations made  by  law. 

25.'  Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive  a  compensation  to 
be  fixed  by  law,  for  his  services,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State. 
Such  compensation  shall  not  exceed  two  dollars  per  day  for  the  period  of  fiity 
days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  per  day  for  the  remainder  of  the  session :  when  convened  in  extra 
session  by  the  Governor,  they  shall  receive  such  sum  as  shall  be  fixed  for  the 
first  fifty  (lays  of  the  ordinary  session.  They  shall  also  receive  two  dollars  for 
every  twenty  miles  they  shall  travel,  in  going  to  and  returning  from  their 
place  of  me«*tin^,  on  the  most  usual  route :  provided^  krwever^  that  the  members 
of  the  first  General  Assembly  under  this  Constitution  shall  receive  two  dollan 
per  day  for  their  services  during  the  entire  session. 
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26.  Every  law  shall  embrace  but  one  object,  which  shall  be  expressed  in  this 
title. 

37.  No  law  of  the  Greneral  Assembly^  of  a  public  nature,  shall  take  effect 
until  the  same  shall  be  published  and  circulated  in  the  several  counties  of  this 
State,  by  authority.  If  the  Greneral  Assembly  shall  deem  any  law  of  irnme- 
diate  importance,  they  may  provide  that  the  same  shall  take  effect  by  publica- 
tion in  newspapers  in  the  State. 

98.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the  Gteneral  Assemblv. 

39.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by  this  State,  nor  shall  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  be  allowed. 

30.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall,  before  they  enter  upon  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oatn  or  affirma- 
tion :  I  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be),  that  I  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  senator  (or  representa- 
tive as  the  case  may  be\  accord^g  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  And  members 
of  the  General  Assembly  are  hereby  empowered  to  administer  to  each  other 
the  said  oath  or  affirmation. 

31.  Within  one  year  after  the  ratification  of  this  Constitution,  and  within 
every  subsequent  term  of  two  years^  for  the  term  of  eight  years,  an  enumera- 
tion of  all  the  white  inhabitants  of  this  State  shall  be  made,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  senators  and  representatives  shall, 
at  their  first  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly  after  such  enumeration, 
be  fixed  by  law,  and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  according  to  the 
number  of  w;hite  inhabitants  in  each :  and  shall  also,  at  every  subsequent  reffu- 
lar  session,  apportion  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  every  other  regiuar 
session  the  Senate,  for  eight  years ;  and  the  House  of  Reprepentatives  shall 
never  be  less  than  twenty-six,  nor  greater  than  thirty-nine,  until  the  number  of 
white  inhabitants  shall  be  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand ;  and  after 
that  event,  at  such  ratio  that  the  whole  number  of  representatives  shall  never 
be  less  than  thirty-nine  ner  exceeding  seventy-two. 

32.  When  a  congressional,  senatorial,  or  representative  district  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  or  more  counties,  it  shall  not  be  entirely  separated  by  any  county 
oelonging  to  another  district;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  forming  a  con- 
gressional, senatorial,  or  representative  district 

33.  In  all  elections  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  members  thv^reof  shall  vote 
viva  Doce,  and  the  votes  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

34.  For  the  first  ten  years  after  the  organization  of  the  government  the  an- 
nual salary  of  Uie  Governor  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars ;  Secretary 
of  State,  five  hundred  dollars ;  treasurer,  four  hundred  dollars ;  auditor,  Aix 
hundred  dollars;  judges  of  the  Supreme  and  district  courts,  each  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

ARTICLE  y,— Executive  Deparknent, 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  ezecutire  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  chief 
magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

3.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  at  the  time  and  pUMtf 
of  voting  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  hold  his  office  fym 
years  from  the  time  of  his  installation,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  qoaii- 

fled. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor,  who  has  not  bees  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  the  State  two  3rears  next  preced- 
iug  the  eleetion,  and  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  saidelee* 

lion. 

4.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  Gk)venior  shall  be  sealed  up  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Who  shall,  during  the  first  week  of  the  siession,  open  and  pub- 
lish them  in  presenee  of  both  houses  of  the  Goieral  Anembly.  The  person 
iiaving  the  h^fhest  number  of  rotes  shall  he  Ooremor ;  but  in  case  any  two 
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or  more  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  YOtes,  the  Qeneral 

bly  shall,  by  joint  ballot,  choose  one  of  said  persons  so  having  an  equal  and 

ihc  highest  number  of  votes,  for  Governor. 

5.  The  Governor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  the  armj,  and 
nav}'  of  this  State. 

6.  He  shall  transact  all  executive  business  with  the  officers  of  government, 
civil  and  military,  and  may  require  information  in  writing  tram  the  officers 
of  Uie  executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices. 

7.  He  shall  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed. 

8.  When  any  ofiice  shall  from  any  cause  become  vacant,  and  no  mode  is 
provided  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  for  filling  such  vacancv,  the  Governor 
shall  have  power  to  fill  such  vacancy,  by  granting  a  commission,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  at  the  next 
election  by  the  people. 

9.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  ponvene  the  General  Assembly  by 
proclamation,  .md  shall  state  to  both  houses,  when  assembled,  the  purpose  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  convened. 

10.  He  shall  communicate  by  message  to  the  Greneral  Assembly,  at  everv 
session,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  such  matters  as  he  shall 
deem  expedient, 

11.  In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to  the 
lime  of  adjournment,  the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  the  General 
Assembly  to  such  time  as  he  may  think  proper,  provided  it  be  not  beyond  the 
time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly. 

12.  No  person  shall,  while  holding  any  other  office  under  the  United  States, 
or  this  State,  execute  the  office  of  Governor,  except  as  hereinafter  expressly 
provided. 

13.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  aaa 
commute  punishments  after  conviction,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

14.  The  Governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a  compensa- 
tion which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  time  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected. 

15.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this'State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the  Governor, 
and  used  by  him  officially,  and  shall  be  called  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

16.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  sealed  with  the  great  seal  of  this  State, 
signed  oy  the  Governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

17.  A  Secretary  of  Stale,  auditor  of  public  cctounts,  and  treasurer,  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  electors,  who  shall  continue  in  office  two  years.  The 
Secretary  of  State  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the  official  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same,  together  with  all  papers,  min- 
utes, and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  him  by  law. 

18.  In  case  of  the  imj^eachment  of  the  Governor,  his  removal  from  office, 
death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  powers  and  daties  of  the  of- 
fice shall  devolve  upon  the  Secretary  of  State,  until  such  disability  diall  cease, 
or  the  vacancy  be  filled. 

19.  If,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Grovemor,  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  be  impeached,  displaced,  resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  State,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  office  of  Governor  shall  devolve  upon  the  President 
of  the  Senate ;  and  should  a  vacancy  occur  by  impeachment,  death,  resig- 
nation, or  absence  from  the  State,  of  the  President  ot  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  act  as  Governor  till  the  vacancy  be  filled. 

ARTICLE  Yh— Judicial  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  district 
courts,  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the  General  Assembly  may  fhmi  tim»  ti> 
time  establish. 
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2.  The  Supreme  Ck>iirt  shall  consist  of  a  Chief-Justice  and  two  associates, 
two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  to  hold  Court 

3.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected  by  joint  vote  of  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  hold  their  courts  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  General  Assembly  may  direct,  and  hold  their  offices  lor  six 
/cars,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified ;  and  shall  be  in- 
eligible to  any  other  office  during  the  term  for  which  they  may  be  elected. 
The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only  in  all  cases  in  chan- 
cery, and  shall  constitute  a  Court  for  the  correction  of  errors  at  law,  under 
such  reHtrictions  as  the  General  Assembly  may  by  law  prescribe.  The  Su- 
preme Court  shall  have  power  to  issue  all  writs  and  processes  necessary  to  do 
justice  to  parties,  and  exercise  a  supervisory  control  over  all  inferior  judicial 
tribunals,  and  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  conservators  of  the 
peace  throughout  the  State. 

4.  The  district  court  shall  consist  of  a  judge,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qual- 
ified voters  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  at  the  township  election,  and 
hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  until  his  successor  is  duly  elected 
and  qualified,  and  shall  be  ineli^ibie  to  any  other  office  during  the  term  for 
which  he  may  be  elected.  The  district  court  shall  be  a  court  of  law  and  equi- 
ty, and  have  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  and  criminal  matters  arising  in  their  re- 
spectivjc  districts,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  judm 
of  the  district  courts  shall  be  conservators  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  ais- 
tricts.  The  first  session  of  the  GJeneral  Assembly  shall  divide  the  State  into 
four  districts,  which  may  be  increased  as  the  exigencies  require. 

5.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  county  shall,  at  the  general  election,  elect 
one  prosecuting  attorney  and  one  clerk  of  the  district  court,  who  shall  be  resi- 
dents therein,  and  who  shall  hold  their  several  offices  for  the  term  of  two  yean, 
and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

6.  The  style  of  all  processes  shall  be,  "  the  State  of  Iowa,"  and  all  prosecu- 
tions shall  be  conducted  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  VII.— iJf/tt/ta. 

Sec.  1.  The  militia  of  this  State  shall  be  composed  of  all  aU^-bodied  white 
Ihale  citizens  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  except  such  aa 
are  or  may  hereailer  be  exempt  by  the  laws  of  tne  United  States  or  of  this 
State,  and  shall  be  armed,  equipped,  and  trained,  as  theKJeneial  Assembly 
may  provide  by  law. 

2.  Uo  person  or  persons  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  shall  be 
compellea  to  do  mnitia  duty  in  time  of  peace :  Provided^  that  such  person  or 
persons  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  such  exemption,  in  the  same  manner  aa 
other  citizens. 

3.  All  commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  (staff-officers  excepted)  shall  be 
elected  by  the  persons  liable  to  perform  military  duty,  and  shall  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Qovemor. 

ARTICLE  VUL  State  DebU. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  not  in  any  manner  create  any  debt  or  debts,  lia- 
bility or  liabilities,  which  shall  singly  or  in  the  aggregate,  with  any  previous 
debts  or  liabilities,  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  except  in 
case  of  war,  to  repel  invasion,  or  suppress  insurrection,  unless  the  same  ahall 
be  authorized  by  some  law  for  some  smgle  object,  or  work  to  be  distinctly  spe- 
cified therein,  which  law  shall  provide  ways  and  means,  exclusive  of  loans, 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  oi  such  debt  or  liability  as  it  falls  due,  and  also 
to  pay  and  discharge  the  principal  of  such  debt  or  liability  within  twenty  yean 
from  the  time  of  the  contracting  thereof,  and  shall  be  irrepealable  until  the 
principal  and  interest  thereon  shall  be  ]^d  and  discharged ;  but  ne  such  law 
shall  take  effisct  until  at  a  general  election  it  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the 
people,  and  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  and  against  it  at 
such  election,  and  all  money  raised  by  authority  of  such  law:  shall  be  u>plicd 
only  to  the  specific  object  therein  stated,  or  to  the  payment  uf  the  debt  thereby 


S04  CONSTITUTION  OP 


created,  and  such  law  shall  be  published  in  at  leatt  one  newspaper  in  each  ju- 
dicial district,  if  one  is  published  therein,  thnroghoat  the  State,  far  three  months 
preceding  the  election  at  which  it  ia  sobmittedto  the  people. 

ARTICLE  l}i.-^Jneorfmaums. 

Sac.  1.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created,  renewed,  or  extended, 
with  the  privilege  of  making,  iaauing,  or  putting  in  circulation,  any  bill,  dieek, 
ticket,  certificate,  promissory  note,  or  other  PiLper^  or  the  paper  of  any  bank,  to 
circulate  as  money.  The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  shall  jvohiUt  by 
law,  any  person  or  persons,  association,  company  or  corporation,  from  exer- 
cising the  privileges  o£  banking,  or  creatine  paper  to  circulate  as  money. 

^/Corporations  shall  not  be  cr^Ued  in  tfels  State  by  special  laws,  except  for 
political  or  municipal  purposes,  but  the  General  Aabembly  shall  proviae.  by 
general  laws,  for  the  organization  of  all  other  coiporatloiiB,  except  corporations 
with  banking  privileges,  the  creation  of  which  is  prohibUed.  Tne  stockholders 
■hall  be  subject  to  such  liabilities  and  restrictions  as  shall  be  povided  by  law. 
The.  State  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  become  a  stockholder  in  any  corpo> 
ration. 

ARTICLE  X,^Educaatm  and  School  Lands. 

Sec.  1.  The  (General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  election,  by  the*  people, 
of  a  superintendent  of  public  instruetion,  who  shall  hold  his  omce  for  three 
years,  and  whose  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  and 'who  shall  receive  such 
compensation  as  the  General  Araembly  may  direct 

2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  encourage,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  pro- 
motion of  intellectual,  scientific,  moral  and  agricultural  improvement.  The 
proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  granted  by  the  United 
states  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of  schools,  whicn  shall  hereafter  be  sold  or 
disposed  of,  and  the  five  hunared  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to  the  new 
States,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  approved  A.  D.  1841,  and  all  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  who  may  have  died  without  leaving,  a  will,  or  heir ;  and  ako 
such  per  cent,  as  may  be  granted  by  Congress  on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  State, 
shall  oe  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  ^of  which,  together  with  all 
the  rents  of  the  unsold  lands,  and  such  other  means  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  of  common  schools 
throughout  the  State. 

3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  a  system  of  common  schools,  by 
which  a  school  shall  be  kept  up  and  .supported  in  each  school  district,  at  least 
three  months  in  every  year ;  and  any  school  district  neglecting  to  keep  up  and 
support  such  a  school  may  be  deprived  of  its  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the 
public  fund  during  such  neglect. 

4.  The  money  which  .«*hall  be  paid  by  persons  as  an  equivalent  for  exemp- 
tion from  military  duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  collected  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied,  in 
the  several  counties  in  which  such  money  is  paid  or  fine  collected,  among  the 
several  school  districts  of  said  counties,  in  tne  proportion  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  such  districts,  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  or  the  estab- 
lishment of  libraries,  as  the  Greneral  Assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pro- 
vide by  law. 

6.  The  Greneral  Assembly  shall  take  measures  for  the  protection,  improve- 
ment, or  other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  re- 
served or  granted  oy  the  United  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this  State, 
for  the  use  of  a  university :  and  the  funds  accruing  from  the  rents  or  sale  of 
•uch  lands,  or  from  any  otner  source,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be  and 
remain  a  permanent  ftmd,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  said  university,  with  such  branches  as  the  public  convenience  may  hereafter 
demand,  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  au- 
thorized by  the  terms  of  such  grant.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 


IOWA.  606 

Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  effectual  means  for  the  improvement 
and  permanent  security  of  the  flmds  of  said  university. 

ARTICLE  Sl.—Amendmenii  of  tkt  ConMutitm. 

If,  at  any  time,  the  Ckaeral  Assembly  shall  diink  it  necessary  to  revise 
or  amend  this  Constitotioii,  they  shall  provide  by  law  for  a  vote  of  the  people 
for  or  against  a  oxmrtafAtm^  lU  the  next  ensuing  election  for  members  of  the 
General  AflKmbly ;  in  case  a  majority  of  the  peqde  vote  in  &vor  of  a  conven- 
tion, said  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  an  election  of  delegates  to  a 
conventioD,  to  be  held  witliin  six  months  after  the  vote  of  the  people  in  favor 
thereof! 

ARTICLE  xn^iMlfMlZafiMiM. 

Sec.  1.  The  jurisdieCioii  of  Joatiees  ef  ihe  peaee  akttll  extend  to  all  civil 
cases  (except  cases  in  ehancery  and  eaaesivlren  llie  qsattion  of  title  to  any  real 
estate  may  arise),  idiere  the  amount  in  cotttrofTiiVf  does  not  exeeed  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  by  the  consent  of  paities  amy  bt  idlMded  to  any  amount  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

2.  No  new  coim^  shall  be  laid  off  hereafter,  tm  M  ooonty  reduced,  to  less 
contents  than  four  mmdred  and  thirty-two  square  iftHai. 

3.  The  General  AaeemUy  shaD  not  locate  any  ^  fte  pnblk  lands,  which 
have  been  or  may  be  granted  by  Congrees  to  th&  ffhU^  WtA  the  location  of 
which  may  be  given  to  the  General  Aaaembly,  iqiail  lands  actually  settled, 
without  the  consent  of  the  occupant.  The  extent  of  Uie  claim  of  such  occu- 
pant so  exempted  shall  not  exeeed  thrM  kutfiei  wmk  twenty  acres. 
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A  teirilorial  goieiit- 
_    .    .  ,  J  in  population,  and  Is 

among  the  mosi  inTitlng  portions  of  the  West.  The  subject  is  now  agitated 
relative  to  its  becomiug  a  sovere^  Siate;  and  it  will,  do  doubt,  soon  be  nam- 
bcfcd  »x  such. 

KIS80UBI  TBRRITORT. 

This  territory  extends  from  the  Missiiuri  River  lo  the  Rocky  Mountains,  i.irf 
from  Arkansas  to  British  America,  being  in  length  about  900  miles. 
UfDIAlT    &    WSSTBBIT  TBEBXTOBT, 

Eltend.i  Irom  the  ivcslern  houndari-  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  :o  Red  Rivi'r 
on  (he  BOtiih,  and  ihc  Punea  and  Ptatic,  or  Nebraska,  on  Ihc  north ;  roughly 
estimated  at  alwui  275,000  sq.  m.  Tbe  Western  Territory,  extending  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  contains  350,000  sq.  ms. 


"The  last  comer  of  the  earth,"  as  an  English  journalist  has  called  it. 
This  is  a  large  extent  of  country,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  west  of  the 
Rocin-  mountains.  It  wa^  iirsi  discovered  by  the  Spanish,  and  by  them  sold  to 
the  Americana.  The  Columbia  River  was  explored  in  1190,  by  Gray,  an 
American  navigator;  and  in  1805  the  interior  of^  the  country  was  more  fiilly 
rxamined  by  Clark  and  Lewis,  by  order  of  the  United  Stales' govemmeni.  In 
1811,  a  settlement  was  founded  by  Mr.  Astor,  of  New  York,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia.  The  contentions  in  reference  to  the  boundary  are  now  amicably 
adjusted,  and  the  territory  is  fast  filHuK  up  with  enterprising  settlers,  mostlj 
from  the  eastern  States.    Area  about  350,000  sq.  r 


rs  of  territories  are  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  consent 
of  the  United  Stales'  Senate,  for  three  yean»,  and  receive  a  salary  ol  89,500  per 
annum.  Each  territory  is  entitled  lo  the  privilege  of  electing  one  delegate  io 
Congress.  No  territory  is  allowed  an  elector  for  President.  The  people  of 
s  terriloij  may  assame  e  State  government  when  there  ue  30,000  mhabitaDU. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

Ftn-med  w  1821. 

We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  New- York,  acknowledging  with  gratitude  the  grace 
and  beQeficcnce  of  God  in  permitting  us  to  make  choice  of  our  form  of  govenmient, 
do  establish  tliis  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Senate  and  an  As- 
SLmblv. 

2.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-two  members.  The  senators  tdiall  be  chosen 
for  four  years,  and  shall  be  freeholders.  The  Assembly  shall  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  members,  who  shall  be  annually  elected. 

3.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  Each 
house  shall  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceedings,  and  be  the  judge  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  its  own  members.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  and  the 
Senate  shall  choose  a  temporary  president,  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  not 
attend  as  President,  or  shall  act  as  Gk)vernor. 

.  4.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceeding  and  publish  the  same,  ex- 
cept such  parts  as  may  require  secrecy.  The  doors  oieach  house  shall  be  kept  open, 
except  when  the  public  welfiEU^  shall  require  secrecy.  Neither  house  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days. 

5.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  districts,  to  be  called  Senate  districts, 
each  of  which  shall  choose  four  senators. 

The  first  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Sufifolk,  Queens,  Kings,  Rich- 
mond, and  New  York. 

The  second  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  Putnam,  Dutcheaa, 
Rockland,  Orange,  Ulster,  and  Sullivan. 

The  third  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Green,  Columbia,  Albany, 
Rensselaer,  Schoharie,  and  Schenectady. 

The  fourth  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Saratoga,  Montgomery,  Ham- 
ilton, VVashington,  Warren,  Clinton,  Essex,  Franklin,  and  St.  Lawrence. 

The  fifth  distriq^  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Herkimer,  Oneida,  Madison, 
Oswego,  Lewis,  and  Jefferson. 

The  sixth  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Delaware,  Otsego,  Chenango, 
Broome,  Cortland,  Tompkins,  and  Tioga. 

The  seventh  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca, 
and  Ontario. 

The  eighth  district  shaU  consist  of  the  counties  of  Steuben,  Livingston,  Monroe, 
Genesee,  Niagara,  Erie,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus,  and  Chautauque. 

And  as  soon  as  the  Senate  shall  meet,  after  toe  first  election  to  be  held  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  Constitution,  they  shall  cause  the  senators  to  be  divided  by  lot  into 
four  classes,  of  eight  in  each,  sothat  every  district  shall  have  one  senator  of  each 
class :  the  classes  to  be  numbered,  one,  two,  three,  and  four.  And  the  seats  of  the 
first  class  shaU  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the  fint  year;  of  the  second  class,  at  the 
end  of  the  second  year ;  of  the  third  class,  at  the  end  of  the  third  year ;  bf  the 
fourth  class,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year ;  in  order  that  one  senator  be  annually 
elected  in  each  Senate  district 

6.  An  enumcratiop  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  shall  be  taken,  under  the  direo- 
tion  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  twenty  five,  and 
at  the  end  of  every  ten  yeare  thereafter ;  and  the  said  district  shall  be  so  altered  bv 
the  Legislature,  at  the  firet  session  after  the  return  of  every  enumeration,  that  eacn 
Senate  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants, 
exduding  aliens,  panpera,  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed ;  and  shall' remain  unal- 
tereid,  until  the  return  of  another  enumeration,  and  shall  at  all  times  consist  of  con- 
tiguous territory ;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  the  formation  of  a  Senate 
dittikt. 
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thmt  year  military  duty  in  the  militia  of  this  State;  or  who  shall  be  exempted  from 
performing  militia  duty  in  consequence  of  beinff  a  fireman  in  any  city,  town  or  village 
in  this  State :  And  also,  every  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twentv-one  years,  who  shall 
have  been,  for  three  years  next  preceding  such  election,  an  inhabitant  of  this  State, 
and  for  the  last  year  a  resident  in  the  town  or  county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote ; 
and  shall  have  been,  within  the  last  year,  assessed  to  labor  on  the  public  highways, 
and  shall  have  performed  the  labor,  or  paid  an  equivalent  therefor,  according  to  law ; 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  town  or  ward  where  he  actually  resides,  and  not  else> 
where,  for  all  officers  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  elective  by  the  people.  But 
no  man  of  color,  unless  he  shall  have  been  for  three  years  a  dtucn  of  this  State, 
and  for  one  year  next  preceding  any  election  shall  be  seized  and  possessed  of  a  free- 
hold estate  of  the  value  of  two  huncired  and  fifty  dollars,  over  and  above  all  debts  and 
incumbrances  charged  thereon ;  and  shall  have  been  actually  rated,  and  paid  a  tax 
thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  such  election.  And  no  person  of  color  shall 
be  subject  to  direct  taxation,  unless  he  shall  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  real  es- 
tate as  aforesaid. 

2.  Laws  may  be  passed,  excluding  from  the  right  of  suffrage  persons  who  have 
been,  or  may  b«,  convicted  of  in£mious  crimes. 

3.  Laws  shall  be  made  for  ascertainiz^,  by  proper  prooflB,  the  citizens  who  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  hereby  established. 

4.  All  elections  by  the  citzens  shall  be  by  ballot,  except  for  such  town  officers  as 
may  by  law  be  directed  to  be  otherwise  chosen. 

■ 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor.  He  shaU  hold  his  of- 
fice for  two  years;  and  a  Lieutenant- Governor  shall  be  chosen  for  the  same  time, 
and  for  the  same  term. 

2.  No  person,  except  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
ofBce  of  Governor,  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  be  a 
freeholder,  and  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  have  been  for 
five  years  a  resident  within  the  State ;  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  during  that 
time  on  public  business  (^  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State. 

3.  The  (Governor  and  Lieutenant-Gk>vemor  shal|.  be  elected  at  the  times  and  places 
iif  choosing  members  of  the  Legislature.  The  penoos  reflectively  having  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  for  (Sovemor,  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  shall  be  efected  j  but 
in  case  two  or  more  shall  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Gover- 
nor, or  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  two  housee  of  the  Legislature  shall,  by  joint 
ballot,  choose  one  ofnhe  said  persons,  so  having  an  equal  and  the  highest  number 
<if  yvotes,  for  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor. 

4.  The  Governor  shall  be  general  and  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  militia,  and 
admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  State.  He  shall  have  power  to  convene  the  Legislatui« 
(or  the  Sermte  only)  on  extraordinary  occasions.  He  shall  communicate  hy  mee- 
Mge  to  the  Legislature,  at  every  session,  the  condition  of  the  State ;  and  recommend 
^luch  matters  to  them  as  he  shall  judge  expedient.  He  shall  transact  all  necessary 
business  with  the  officers  of  government,  civil  and  military.  He  sliall  expedite  all 
such  measures  as  may  be  resolved  upon  by  the  Legislature,  and  shall  take  care  that 
the  laws  are  foithfully  executed.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
compensation,  which  sliall  neither  be  ixusnaaed  nor  diminished  during  the  term  for 
which  he  shall  have  be^i  elected. 

5.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  after  conviction, 
for  all  offences,  except  treason  and  cases  of  impeachment  Upon  convictions  for 
treason,  he  shall  have  power  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  until  the  case 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Legislature  at  its  next  meeting:  when  the  Legislature  shall 
either  paraon  or  direct  the  execution  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  further  reprieve. 

6.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  or  his  removal  firom  office,  death, 
resignation,  or  absence  fh>m  the  State,  ttie  powere  and  duties  of  the  office  shall  de- 
volve upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor  tor  the  residue  of  the  term,  or  until  the  Gov- 
ernor aosent  or  impeached  shall  return  or  be  acquitted.  But  when  the  Giovemor 
shall,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  be  out  of  the  State  in  time  of  war,  at  the 
head  of  a  military  force  thereof,  he  shall  continue  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  State. 

7.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shsU  be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  only 
a  casting  vote  thereiii.  I^  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  tlie  Lieu- 
tenant-uovenior  ahsil  be  impeiKshed,  diaplaoed,  mAgjn^  die^  or  be  abeent  from  the 
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of  their  offices.  They  may  be  required  by  law  to  renew  their  aecnTity,  from  time  to 
time,  and  in  default  of  giving  such  new  security,  their  offices  ihall  be  deeme^  vacant. 
But  the  county  shall  never  he  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  sheriff.  And  the 
€k>vemor  may  remove  any  such  sheriff,  clerk,  or  register,  at  any  time  within  the 
three  years  for  which  he  shall  be  elected,  giving  to  such  d^erifij  derk,  or  register,  a 
copy  of  the  charges  against  him,  and  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  defense 
before  any  removal  be  made.  •  • 

9.  The  clerks  of  courts,  except  those  clerks  whose  appointment  is  provided  for  in 
the  jpreoeding  section,  shall  be  appointed  by  the'  courts  or  which  they  respectively  are 
clerks;  and  district  attorneys,  by  the  county  courts.  Clerks  of  courts,  and  district 
attorneys,  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  removed  oy  the  courts 
appointing  them. 

10.  The  mayors  of  nil  the  cities  in  this  State  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the 
common  councils  of  their  respective  cities. 

11.  So  many  coronera  as  the  Legislature  may  direct,  not  ezceedinff  four  in  etch 
county,  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  sheriffs,  and  shall  hold  thel^  offices 
for  the  same  term,  and  be  removable  in  like  manner. 

12.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
mastere  and  examiners  in  chancery ;  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years^  un- 
less sooner  removed  by  the  Senate,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Gtovemor.  The 
roisters,  and  assisting-registers,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor,  and  hold  their 
offices  during  his  pleasure. 

13.  The  clerk  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  shall  be  appointed  bv  the  court 
of  general  sessions  ot  the  peace  in  said  city,  and  hold  his  office  during  the  plessare 
of  me  said  court ;  and  such  clerks  and  other  officera  of  courts,  whose  appointment 
is  not  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  several  courts ;  or  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  consent  o£  the  Senate,  as  may  be  directed  bv  law. 

.14.  The  special  justict^s,  and  the  assistant-justices,  and  their  clerks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  common  council  of  this  said  city ;  and  uiall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  same  term  that  the  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  other  coun- 
ties in  this  State,  hoM  their  offices,  and  shall  be  removable  in  like  manner. 

15.  All  officers  heretofore  elective  by  the  people  shall  continue  to  be  elected ;  and 
all  other  officers  whose  appointment  is  not  provided  Ibr  by  this  ConstitutioB,  and  all 
officers,  whose  offices  may  be  hereafter  created  by  law,  shall  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple, or  appointed  as  may  by  law  be  directed. 

16.  Where  the  duration  of  any  office  Is  not  prescribed  by  this  ConatltiitiQii,  it  may 
be  declared  by  law ;  and  if  not  so  declared,  such  office  shall  be  heU  dorliic  the  pleas- 
ure of  Che  authority  making  the  appointment. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of  errors,  sliall 
connist  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the  senators,  the  chancellor,  and  the  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  major  part  of  them :  but  when  an  impeachment  shall 
be  prosecuted  against  the  chancellor,  or  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  per- 
son so  impeached  shall  be  suspended  from  ezereising  his  office,  until  his  acquittal : 
and  when  an  appeal  fh>m  a  decree  in  chancery  shall  be  heaid,  the  chancellor  shall 
inform  the  court  of  the  reasons  for  his  decree,  but  shall  have  no  voice  in  the  Anal 
sentence ;  and  when  a  writ  of  error  shall  be  brought  on  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  justices  of  that  court  shall  assign  the  reasons  for  their  judgment,  but 
&hall  not  have  a  voice  for  its  affirmance  or  reversal. 

2.  The  Assembly  shall  have  the  newer  of  impeaching  all  civil  officers  of  this  State 
lor  mal  and  corrupt  practices  in  omce,  and  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors :  but  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected  shall  concur  in  an  impeachment.  Before  Ihe 
trial  of  an  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  court  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation, 
truly  nnd  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in  question,  according  to  evi- 
dence: and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
tile  members  present.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend  fUrther 
than  the  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of 
honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  State ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  tie  liable  to 
indictment  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

3.  The  chancellor,  and  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  or  until  they  shall  attain  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

4.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  a  chief-justice  and  two  justicefl^  any  of 
whom  may  hM  the  Court 
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twieeputiojeopMrdyoflifeorHmb;  nor  shall  he  be  compelled,  in  any  crliBinal  case, 
to  be  a  witness  against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  propevty.  without 
due  process  of  law :  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use,  witnout  just 
compensation. 

8.  Every  ddzen  may  fieely  speak,  write,  and  publish  his  sentiments  on  all  sub- 
jects, being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right  i  and  no  law  shall  be  passed  to 
restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  of  the  press.  In  all  prosecutions,  or  in- 
dictments for  libels,  the  truth  may  be  given  in  evlaence  to  the  jury :  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  the  jury,  that  the  matter  charged  as  libelous  is  true,  and  was  published 
with  ffood  motives,  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitted ;  and  the 
jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  fiict. 

9.  The  assent  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  be  requisite  to  every  bill  appropriating  the  public  moneys  or  property  for 
local  or  private  purposes,  or  creating,  continuing,  altering,  or  renewing  any  boily 
politic  or  corporate. 

10.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  belonging  to  this  State,  except  such  parts  thereof  as 
may  be  reserved  or  appropriated  to  pubUc  use,  or  ceded  to  the  United  States,  which  shall 
hereafter  be  sold  or  disposed  o^  together  with  the  fund  denominated  the  common  school 
fund,  shall  be  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  hdviolabjy  ap- 
propriated and  applied  to  the  support  of  common  8chools^ux>ughout  this  State.  Rates 
of  toll,  not  less  than  those  agreed  to  by  the  canal  com^ssioners,  and  set  forth  in 
their  report  to  the  Legislature  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-one,  shalTbe  imposed  upon,  and  collected  m>m,  all  parts  of  the  navig»* 
ble  communication  between  the  great  western  and  nothem  lakes  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  which  now  are,  or  her^ter  shall  be,  made  and  completed ;  and  the  said  tolls, 
together  with  the  duties  on  the  manufacture  of  all  salt,  as  established  by  the  act  of 
the  fifteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen :  and  the  duties  on 
ffoods  sold  at  auction,  excepting  theiefirom  tly  siun  of  thirty-three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  otherwise  appropriated  by  theViid  act ;  and  the  amount  of  the  rev- 
enue, established  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  thirtieth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundrea  and  twenty,  in  lieu  of  the  tax  upon  steamboat  passengers ;  shall 
be  and  remain  inviolably  appropriated  and  applied  to  the  completion  of  such  naii- 

£ble  communications,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  reimbursement  of 
9  capital,  of  the  money  already  borrowed,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be  borrowed  to 
make  and  complete  the  same.  And  neither  the  rates  of  toll  on  the  said  navigable 
communications,  nor  the  duties  on  the  manufacture  of  salt  aforesaid,  nor  the  duty  on 
goods  sold  at  auction,  as  established  by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  one  thousand 
eifht  hundred  and  seventeen  x  nor  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  established  by  the  act 
of  March  the  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  iy  Ueu  of  the  tut 
upon  steamboat  passengers ;  shall  be  recmced  or  diverted,  at  any  time,  before  the  ftiU 
and  complete  pa]rment  of  the  principal  and  interest  Of  tn6  money  borrowed,  or  to  be 
borrowed,  as  aforesaid.  And  the  Legislature  shall  never  sell  or  dispose  of  the  salt 
tprings  bek>nging  to  this  State,  nor  the  land  contiguous  thereto,  which  may  be  neoea- 
iary  or  convenient  for  their  use,  nor  the  said  navigable  communications,  or  any 
part  or  section  thereof^  but  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  the  property  oi  this  State. 

11.  No  tottery  shall  hereafter  be  authorized  in  this  State;  and  the  Legislature 
■hall  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  sale  of  all  lottery  tickets  within  this  State,  except  In 
lotteries  aheady  provided  for  by  law. 

12.  No  purcnaiM  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  State,  made  since  the  four- 
teenth day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevenfy-lSve,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  made,  of  or  with  the  Indians  in  this  State,  shall  be  valid,  unless  made 
under  the  authority,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

13.  Such  parts  ot  the  common  law,  and  of  the  acts  of  the  Legiriature  of  the  eol- 
ony  of  New  York,  as  together  did  form  the  law,  of  the  said  cokmy  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  resolutioiis  of 
the  Congress  of  the  said  cotony,  and  of  the  convention  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  force  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  which  have  not  aince  expired,  or  been  repealed,  or  altered,  and  such  acts  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  as  are  now  in  force,  shal  be  and  continue  the  law  of 
this  State,  subiect  to  such  alterations  as  the  Legislature  shall  make  concerning  the 
same.  But  all  such  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  such  of  the  said  acts,  or  parts 
thereof;  as  are  repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  ass  herereby  abrogated. 

14.  All  grants  of  land  within  this  State,  made  by  the  King  of  Great  Britafai,  or 
psnons  acthur  nnder  his  ivthofity.  after  the  fourteenth  d«r  of  Oeiober,  one  thouMnd 
seven hmidna and  seventy-fiTt^  naH  be  nuH and  vaM;  Mt  HOiUng  ootttalned  in 
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Apprcvedand  ra^^edNoMmbeTf  1835. 

No.  v.  Whenever  &  enffident  amotmt  of  money  ihall  be  colleeted  and  eafialj  lii- 
Yeeted  for  the  reimboreement  of  such  part  all  may  then  be  unpaid  of  the  moner  bor- 
rowed for  the  constru^on  of  the  Erie  and  Champiain  eanab,  the  tenth  iectfon  of 
the  BCYenth  article  of  me  Constitation  of  this  State,  as  fiur  at  h  lelatet  to  the  amoont 
of  duties  on  the  manufiicture  of  adt,  and  the  amount  of  duties  on  goods  sold  at  aui^ 
tion,  shall  cease  and  determine;  and  thereafter  the  duUes  on  mooM  sold  at  anctioii, 
excepting  therefrom  the  sum  of  thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  otherwise 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hmuhed  and 
seventeen,  and  the  duties  on  the  manu&cture  of  sah,  shall  be  restored  to  the  general 
fund. 

Approved  and  ratyiedf  1839. 

No.  YI.  Mayors  of  the  several  cities  of  this  State  may  be  elected  annually  by  the 
male  inhabitants  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  common  coimcil  of  such  citlst 
respectively,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  by  law  provide  i  and  the  Lo- 
gislature  may,  fix>m  time  to  tim^  make  such  provisions  by  uw  for  the  election  of 
any  one  or  more  of  such  mayors ;  but  until  such  provisions  shall  be  made  by  law, 
such  mayors  (excepting  the  mavor  of  the  city  of  Hew  York)  shaU  btappointedin  the 
manner  now  provided  by  the  Constitudon  of  this  Stats*  and  so  much  of  the  tenth 
section  of  article  fourth  of  the  Constitution  of  tUs  State,  as  is  inconsistent  with  tUs 
amendment,  is  hereby  abrogated. 

Approved  and  raiifitd,  1846. 

No.  YII.  No  judicial  officer  shall  be  removed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
houses  of  the  Legislature,  or  by  the  Senate  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor, 
unless  the  cause  of  such  removal  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  both  houses^  or 
of  the  Senate,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  such  officer,  agamst  whom  the  Lesislatiiie 
or  the  Senate  may  be  about  to  proceed,  shall  be  senred  with  notice  thereo(aooom- 
panied  with  a  copy  of  the  causes  alleged  for  his  removal,  at  least  twenty  days  befino 
the  day  on  which  either  house  shaO  act  thereupon,  and  shall  have  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard  in  his  defense  before  any  question  shall  be  taken  upon  ouch  removal ;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journals  of  the  Senate^  or  Hoose^  as  ths 
case  may  be. 

Approved  and  raiyud^  1845. 

No.  Vm.  No  property  qualifieatlon  shall  be  required  to  lendsr  a  penon  flQgiklt 
to  or  capable  of  hokiing  any  office  or  public  trust  in  this  State. 
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7.  The  members  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  choseo  by  counties,  and  shall  beappoiw 
tionod  among  the  several  counties  of  this  State^  as  nearly  as  may  be,  accoidiiig  to 
the  number  of  their  respective  inhabitants,  ezcludiDg  aliens,  paupers,  and  peraona 
of  color,  not  taxed.  An  apportionment  of  members  of  Assembly  shall  be  made  by 
the  Leg:i8lature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  return  of  everv  enumeration ;  and  wben 
made,  shall  remain  unaltered  until  another  enumeration  snail  have  been  taken.  Bu* 
an  apportionment  of  members  of  the  Assembly  shaU  be  made  by  tbs  present  Lesis. 
lature  according  to  the  last  enumeration,  taken  under  the  auttaorlty  of  the  United 
States,  as  nearly  as  mav  be.  Every  county  heretofore  established,  and  sepaiat^ 
organized,  shall  always  be  entitled  to  one  member  of  the  Assembly,  and  no  new 
countv  shall  hereafter  be  erected,  unless  its  population  shall  entitle  it  to  a  member. 

8.  Any  bill  may  originate  in  eithei  house  of  the  Legidature;  and  all  bills  pnnscd 
by  one  house,  may  be  amended  by  the  other. 

9.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  for  thefa'  services  a  compenaatioB 
to  be  ascertained  by  law,  andpaid  out  of  the  public  treasury i  but  no  faicrease  o 
the  coBpcnsation  shall  take  effect  during  the  year  in  which  it  shall  have  been  made. 
And  no  law  shall  be  passed  increasing  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  the 
Lc^lature  beyond  the  sum  of  three  dollars  a  day. 

10.  No  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  any  civil  appointment  from  thet 
(Soveraor  and  Senate,  or  from  the  Legislature,  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall 
have  been  elected. 

1 1.  No  person  being  a  member  of  Congress,  holding  any  judicial  or  military  office 
under  the  United  States,  shall  hold  a  seat  in  the  Legislature.  And  if  any  person 
shall,  while  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  be  elected  to  Congress,  or  appointed  to  any 
office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  his  acceptance 
thereof  shuU  vacate  his  seat. , 

12.  Everv  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Senate  and  Assembly  shall,  before  it 
become  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor :  if  he  approve,  he  sbiall  sign  it,  but  iif 
not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  that  house  in  which  it  shau  have  ori- 
ginated, who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  largo  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  ir- 
consider  it :  if,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-third^  of  the  members  present  shall 
agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objectiims,  to  the  other  house, 
by  which  It  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered  ;  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present,  it  shall  become  a  law :  but  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both 
houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting 
for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  respectively. 
If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted) 
after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  lilte  manner  as 
if  he  had  sicmed  it,  unless  the  Legislature  shall,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its 
return ;  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

13.  All  officers  holding  their  offices  during  good  behavior  niay  be  removed  by 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  if  two-thirds  of  all  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  the  Assembly,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  Sen- 
ate, concur  therein. 

14  The  political  year  shall  begin  on  the  first  day  of  January ;  and  the  LegisUturv 
shall  every  year  assemble  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  unless  a  difierent  day 
shall  be  appointed  by  law. 

15.  The  next  election  for  Governor,  Lieutenant- Grovemor,  senators,  and  membov 
of  assembly,  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November^  one  thousand  eight 
hundre(i  and  twenty-two ;  and  all  subsequent  elections  shall  be  held  at  such  time, 
in  the  month  of  October  or  November,  as  the  Legislature  shall  by  law  provide. 

16,  The  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  senators,  and  members  of  Assembly, 
first  elected,  under  this  Constitution,  sholl  enter  on  the  duties  of -their  respective  of- 
fices on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three ; 
and  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  senators,  and  members  of  assembly,  now 
in  office,  shttli  continue  to  hold  the  same,  until  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand 
oigtii  hundred  and  twenty- three,  and  no  longer. 

ARTICLE   11. 

Sec.  1.  Every  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  bewi 
an  inhabitant  of  this  State  one  year  preceding  any  election,  and  for  the  last  aix 
months  a  resident  of  the  town  or  county  where  he  may  ofier  his  vote ;  and  shall 
hn^e,  within  the  year  next  preceding  the  election,  paid  a  tax  to  the  State  or  county, 
assessed  upon  his  real  or  personal  property ;  or  shall  by  law  be  exempted  from  tax- 
AJdoD ;  or  being  armed  or  .equipped  according  to  law,  shall  have  peitonned  within 


vs^v 


orbodlN  coraonte,  or  any  other  righu  of  propertr,  c 
Mdon,  «r  other  proceedlDe*,  In  couni  of  Jnatlce. 

AATICLB  TUL 
Bbc  1.  Jarf  uaendiacDl  or  amnidiBeiits  to  this  Conitltutlon  may  ba  piopoMd 
In  tbaSenaiBOiAMamblri  tnd  if  tlwiuiiB  iball  be «ici««d  to  by*  va^Axjvl  ibe 
nembeta  daeud  lit  sub  of  the  two  houns,  meh  propoaed  unendnMat  or  amend' 
ment^  iikillbaaiMnd  on  the  jounuli,  wiui  the  fOM  and  naya  token  tbereon,  ud 
nftned  to  the  LqMat'i'a  then  next  lo  be  choaen  i  aiid  ahall  be  pttbUahed  for  three 

monlhapmioueto  the  time (rfnuUngaiich  choice  I  and  if  In  tife  T  mMal iil 

ehoaen  as  tKiieaald,  auch  proposed  ameDdment  or  amendraenta  ahall  1m  B>i«ed  to  by 
two-thbda  of  aU  the  memWa  decled  to  each  honae,  Ibea  it  ahaU  ba  tbe  duty  at  the 
Lestalatnre  to  aabmit  aoch  propoasd  ameiidinenl  or  ameodmenta,  to  the  people,  la 
aach  manner,  and  at  auch  time,  aa  the  L^talalme  riiall  preacribe  |  andlf  tbepeode 
Aall  appro**  and  ratify  aach  ataendmeDt,  or  ameiMlmsnl^  by  a  m^ority  of  Uw 
riecton  qniUfled  to  vote  fbt  membera  of  the  Le^latnte  TOIinc  Iharaon,  aoch  Mncaid- 
nent  or  amtodmetita  ahall  become  pan  of  thsCoDstlttition. 


AMENDMENTS, 

Apprmtd  ami  tv/^Ud  Nmmibtr,  182G. 
No.  I.  That  Ibe  people  of  this  State,  in  their  several  towns,  shall  *t  their  anniNl 
election,  and  In  aucb  manner  aa  the  Lulrialure  shall  direct,  elect  by  ballot  their  j»- 
tlcea  of  die  peace;  and  the  jnMlcea  bo  elected  In  any  town,  shall  immediately  Ihm- 
aftra  meet  together,  and  In  prceence  of  the  aopervisor  and  town  clei^  of  Uie  aaU 
— -n  be  divided  by  lot  Into  four  claaaea,  of  one  In  each  claaa,  nnd  be  numbered,  one, 
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Apprcctd  and  ra^/Ud  NoumbeTf  1835. 

No.  V.  Whenever  a  enffident  amount  of  money  shall  be  collected  and  safelf  In- 
vested for  the  reimbursement  of  such  part  afc  may  then  be  mipaid  of  the  monej  bor- 
rowed for  the  constnmlion  of  the  Erie  uid  Champlain  canab,  the  tenth  sectm  of 
the  seventh  article  of  me  Constitution  of  this  State,  as  for  as  h  relates  to  the  anunmt 
of  duties  on  the  manufiicture  of  salt,  and  the  amount  of  duties  on  goods  sold  at  an^ 
tion,  shall  cease  and  determine:  and  thereafter  the  duties  on  gooos  sold  at  anetioii, 
excepting  therefrom  the  sum  ot  thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  otherwlM 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen,  and  the  duties  on  the  manu&cture  of  salt,  shall  be  restored  to  the  genenl 
fund.  * 

Approved  and  ratyiedf  1839. 

No.  VI.  Mayors  of  the  several  cities  of  this  State  may  be  elected  annually  by  the 
male  inhabitants  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  common  councfl  of  such  cities 
respectively,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  by  law  provide  i  and  the  Le- 
gislature may,  torn  time  to  time^  make  such  provisions  by  law  for  the  election  of 
any  one  or  more  of  such  mayors ;  but  until  such  provisions  shall  be  made  by  law, 
such  mayors  (excepting  the  mayor  of  the  dty  of  New  York)  shaU  he  aroointed  in  the 
manner  now  provided  By  the  Constitution  of  this  State-  and  so  much  sf  the  tenth 
section  of  article  fourth  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  as  is  inconsistent  with  ddi 
amendment,  is  hereby  abrogated. 

Approved  and  ralHfiedn  1846. 

No.  VII.  No  judicial  officer  shall  be  removed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
houses  of  the  Legislature,  or  by  the  Senate  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Govemor, 
unless  Uie  cause  of  such  removal  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  both  houses,  «r 
of  the  Senate,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  such  officer,  against  whom  the  Lepjisiatiire 
or  the  Senate  may  be  about  to  proceed,  shall  be  seiired  with  notice  thereoCAOOom- 
panied  with  a  copy  of  the  causes  alleged  for  his  removal,  at  least  twenty  da3rs  befofs 
the  day  on  which  either  house  shall  act  thereupon,  and  shall  have  an  opportunity  to 
be  heaird  In  his  defense  before  any  question  shall  be  taken  upon  such  removal }  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journals  of  the  Senate^  or  House^  as  tiM 
case  may  be. 

Approved  and  raiyUdtWiB. 

No.  Yin.  No  property  qualification  shall  be  required  to  render  a  penon 
to  or  capable  of  hoUuig  any  office  or  public  trust  in  this  State. 
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THE  BORROWER  WILL  BE  CHARGED 
AN  OVERDUE  FEE  IFTHIS  BOOK  IS  NOT 
RETURNED  TO  THE  LIBRARY  ON  OR 

BEFORE  THE  LAST  DATE  STAMPED 
BELOW  NON-RECEIPT  OF  OVERDUE 
NOTICES  DOES  NOT  EXEMPT  THE 
BORROWER  FROM  OVERDUE  FEES. 


